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FOREWORD 


This  analysis  of  the  Battle  of  Soto  Island  ns  prepared  by  the  Bevel 
War  College.  It  is  basad  on  infomation  fro*  both  Allied  and  Japanass 
sou roes  which  is  wider  and  mcr*  coop  lata  than  that  available  to  writers  on 
this  subject  up  to  this  tine.  It  endeavors  to  aainteln.  at  all  tines,  tha 
viewpoint  of  tha  Goosanders  of  the  unite  involved  on  both  sides. 

(keep  late  info  mat  ion  f rcw  all  souroos  was  not  available  to  this  anal- 
ysis. This  was  • <f pan i ally  true  oonoerning  Japanese  inforaation.  Unfortu- 
nately, suffioiant  translators  ware  not  available  to  provide  all  of  tha 
additional  translations  which  tha  progress  of  tha  analysis  indicated  were 
desirable.  Vew  feots  and  oirovautaness,  therefore,  way  ocat  to  light,  fro* 
tiisa  to  tins,  which  way  ohange  sane  of  the  analyses  produced  herein. 

In  view  of  th*>  critical  nature  of  thi  j analysis  an  effort  has  been 
aade  In  oertein  inportent  situations  to  plaoa  the  oritlo  in  tha  position  of 
the  Coasasndar  in  order  to  obtain  the  latter's  point  of  vi*w.  In  aaploying 
this  systen  it  is  realised  that  although  tha  oritlo  oan  often  euooeed  in 
placing  hlaself  suffiolently  near  the  position  of  the  Coasaander  for  any 
praotioal  purposes,  in  nany  instanoas  he  nay  not  euooeed  in  doing  so. 

Because  of  the  nature  of  this  Allied  defeat  and  the  muse  roue  contro- 
versies which  have  arisen  oonoerning  it,  a ooaplete  background  has  been 
provided.  In  addition,  when  the  thee  ooaes  to  analyse  the  other  battles 
in  the  struggle  for  Guadalcanal.  this  Material  will  be  available. 

The  Battle  of  Sevo  Island  was  a real  teat  of  existing  Allied  and 

night  tastlsnl  concept;  ns  well  ss  of  the  scsbet  ability  in  l*t 
notion  of  the  various  Conanders  on  both  sides.  The  pages  of  history  have 
invariably  revealed  dsfaota  in  otsuasnd  in  similar  situations,  and  it  would 
have  been  surprising  had  such  defects  not  appeared  in  this  eotlon. 

As  a result  of  battle  lessons  learned,  an?  as  quiokly  applied,  tha 
ability  of  the  Vavy  he  oonduot  warfare  steadily  lap roved  during  the  oourae 
of  the  war.  As  tine  went  on  the  le  ison  so  often  forgotten  — that  the  test 
of  battle  is  the  only  test  which  proves  the  oosnbat  ability  of  Gcnsumders 
— was  relearned.  The  ability  or  the  l«ok  of  ability  of  the  various  Cobh* 
nanders  in  the  art  of  war  beoane  appsrent.  Yalor  alone  was  shown  to  be 
insufficient,  for  valor  is  sot  an  attribute  of  only  one  race,  but  is  an 
attribut#  and  a heritage  of  nany  races.  The  indispensable  quel if low t loos 
for  ooanand,  the  art  of  war,  was  shown  to  be  the  ability  in  oenbet  to  ap- 
ply tha  soleaos  of  war  to  active  military  situations. 

The  present  senior  oifioera  of  the  Vavy  are  well  snare  of  the  reasons 
for  changes  in  established  doctrines  end  in  tbo  davelopar.'t  of  new  ones. 

But  this  cannot  necessarily  bo  said  of  the  Conanders  of  the  future,  who 
very  probably  will  he  inexperienced  in  ocnawnd  In  «ir, 


finally,  all  eaawat > and  oritioims  ara  designed  to  be  constructive,  4 

By  indicating  what  appear  tc  be  sound  and  unsound  decision*,  and  tha  ap- 
parent raasons  for  arriving  at  than,  it  is  hoped  to  provoke  aa reset  thought 
runong  prospective  oofeaandsrs  and  thua  to  i^rove  professional  jud^esut  in 

ooawtand.  I 
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INTRODUCTION 


Tha  Battle  of  Soto  Island  la  an  action  of  singular  interest  to  ctc- 
dsnts  of  naval  hiatory  for  aavaral  reasons i It  «a  tha  firet  ■xscaaion 
in  which  Japans sa  and  Allied  naval  forooa  had  engaged  in  night  battle 
since  tha  Allies  had  assumed  th«  off  ana  It*  i it  waa  a serious  tactical 
dafaat  to  tha  Alliad  forocaa  and  finally  it  waa  a classic  example  of  a 
powerful  night  raid  by  surface  foroaa  with  the  attendant  features  of 
aurpriaa  and  withdrawal.  Curing  tha  early  operations  of  1942  Japanese 
and  Allied  surface  foroaa  had  olashsd  in  several  Minor  night  action*  but 
no  night  aurf&oe  action*  had  occurred  batween  cruiser  foroaa  of  approxi- 
mately equal  strengths 

Thla  battle  resulted  from  the  aeiaura  by  tha  Allies  of  the  Tulagl- 
Guadal canal  area  of  the  lower  Solomon  Islands  in  order  te  protect  the 
Allied  lines  of  ooaoami  cat  Iona  to  Australia  and  New  Zealand.  These  linos 
were  being  Menaced  by  the  expansion  of  the  Japanese  in  that  direction.* 

In  order  to  oheok  this  expansion  and  to  contain  tha  Japanese  within 
the  already  occupied  area.  Halted  countering  novo  a had  been  undertaken 
by  the  Allies.  In  the  Battle  of  the  Coral  Sea,  May  7th,  the  Alliaa  had 
prewanted  entirely  by  carrier  air  action,  the  capture  of  Port  Moresby  by 
sea.  In  the  Battle  of  Midway,  June  5rd-6th,  the  Allies  had  inflicted, 
almost  entirely  by  air  notion,  such  losses  on  the  Japanese  in  aircraft 
carrier*  as  to  force  the  abandonnent  by  thwa  of  planned  advjcoea  into 
New  Caledonia  and  the  Fijia.  However,  within  the  Solomon  Inlands,  the 
Japanese  had  ooutlx lod  to  advance.** 

On  May  2nd  they  had  overrun  the  island  of  Tulagi  where  they  were 
attaoted  by  an  Allied  carrier  task  foroe  on  May  4th,  just  before  the 
Battle  of  the  Coral  Sea.  On  July  4th  they  had  ooamenoed  building  an  air- 
field at  Lungs  Point,  Oiuadaloarwl  Island.  Actually,  nhwv  were  building 
this  airfield,  aa  well  as  others  in  the  Solceson  Islands  ohain,  primarily 
for  the  protection  of  Kabaul  which  was  te  be  one  of  the  strong  points  of 
the  Japanese  southern  perimeter .*• 

With  the  Allied  soisure  of  Tulagi-teadalsanal,  the  Japanese  realised 
that  failure  to  dislodge  the  Allies  might  seriously  affect  Japanese 
strategy  In  that  area.  They,  therefore,  put  into  foroe  energetic  counter- 
measures designed  to  dislodga  the  Allies  from  their  precarious  foothold. 
These  counter-measures  which  began  on  August  7th  were  highlighted  on  the 
eerly  morning  of  August  9th,  by  the  night  aotltm  known  as  the  Battle  of 
Save  island. 


* U.8.  kuvy  at  Mar  1941-1945  Official  .7t  "fey  fleet  Axtairal  frsSat  J. 
King,  US8,  page  49. 

*•  Campaigns  of  the  Pacific  Mar,  tJSSBS  1944,  page  106. 
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A BRIEF  HAF.RATI VE  OF  THE  BATTLE  OF  SATO  ISLAMD 


Tbs  dir  sot  1 vs  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  issued  toy  COM  INCH  to 
CXKCFAC  on  July  find,  194?.,  put  into  effect  the  A'  lied  plan  of  denying 
the  Hew  Britain-New  Juinoe-lew  Ireland  Area  to  the  Japanese.  This  plan 
assembled  an  Allied  force  in  the  South  paoifio  area  under  C0K50PACF0R 
for  the  purpose  of  »ei?:ing,  in  its  first  phase,  the  Santa  Crus  Islands, 
Tulagi  and  adjacent  poai'dons. 

The  allies  planned  the  above  operations  with  the  utmost  oecreoy. 
However,  fcho  Japanese  Connandsr  in  the  area  knew  that  the  Allies  were 
reooxmoiterlng  frequently  the  Tulagi-Quad&loan&l  Area,  and  that  during 
A Mfeiist,  the  intensity  of  this  reconnaissance  increased.  He  correct- 
ly asxuasd  that  the  Allios  would  counterattack  Japanese  positions  in  the 
So  lesions  in  the  near  future,  though  not  as  early  as  Aug  st  7th.  However, 
he  had  not  taken  ai\y  speoial  precautions,  either  of  air  searoh  or  of 
reinfo rolng  outl /lag  bases. 

Meanwhile,  CONSOPACFOR  had  organised  an  Expeditionary  Force  consist- 
ing of  an  Amphibious  Porow  and  an  Air  Support  Ft  roe,  the  latter  composed 
of  three  single  carrier  tael  groups,  to  seise  Tulagi  ssnd  Guadalcanal. 

This  foree  was  to  be  supported  by  land-based  aircraft  operating  f row 
islands  in  the  SOP  AC  Area,  os  well  as  fro*  SOfESPAC  air  bases. 

The  Allied  Expeditionary  Force  successfully  landed  on  Tulagi  and 
Guadalcanal  Island  at  daybreak  on  August  7th,  having  achieved  complete 
surprise. 

The  Jrpanese  isssediately  decided  that  it  was  neoesaary  to  drivw  the 
Allies  out  and  employed  their  land-based  air  foroes  and  their  limited 
surface  force#  for  this  purpose.  They  oonctuotsd  air  attacks  on  the 
Allied  tran«ipci'ts  and  cargo  ships  st  ouadaleensu.  during  two  successive 
days.  On  August  7th  they  launched  two  air  attacks;  on  August  8th  they 
launched  one  air  attack.  All  of  these  mttuoks  seriously  interfered  with 
the  unloading  operations  bat  they  wire  otherwise  ineffective. 

Meanwhile,  on  Aupist  7th,  the  Japanese  Cflwsoander  at  Rabaul  decided 
to  attack  the  Allied  shipping  at  Quadaleraal  with  surface  ship*  as  well 
as  with  aircraft.  He  therefore  assembled  a oruiser  force  consisting  of 
five  heavy  cruisers,  the  CHOEAI,  AOHA,  EAIO,  OSDOASA  and  HJKUTAIA;  of 
two  light  oruiuers,  ti  e TEHRTU  and  TURARX  > and  of  one  destroyer,  the 
TUMAGI,  end  at  1S28  dispatched  it,  oauaanded  in  person  by  himself,  to 
the  Tulagi-Quadalosnal  Area  to  destroy  the  Allied  transports  and  cargo 
ships  there.  While  this  oruiser  force  was  assembling  off  Rabaul,  it  was 
sighted  at  1231  by  Allied  bombers  from  SOHESPAC.  This  contaot  report 
reached  COKSOPAC  at  2400. 

As  this  eruioer  force  moved  south  toward  Ouadaloenal,  it  was  first 
sighted  at  about  1930,  August  7th  by  ti  j Allied  submarine  S~38  stationed 
off  Cape  St.  Oeorge,  Hew  Ireland.  The  submarine  was  forced  to  submerge. 
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Upon  su  facing  at  About  2010  the  submarine  Incorreotly  reported  the  ocm- 
posltic  of  tb*  fa roo  *•  tao  mail  and  three  Itrpi  nsasli.  This  report 
aaa  mtlnd  by  CCM30PAC  at  0738,  Aug>i*t  8th* 

8oma  thr*«  hour#  later  or  at  1026,  Aupiat  8th,  tb®  aruiaer  foro® 
aaa  sighted  by  an  Rt  A.A.F.  plan®  operating  from  Vila®  Bay,  end  ana 
ueerreetly  r®port®d  aa  three  heavy  o rule® re,  tar  destroyers  and  tao 
aoapl&m  t®nd®rc  or  pinboats.  Lator  on  th®  aaaa  day,  it  aaa  sighted  at 
1101  by  another  R.A.A.F*  plan®  ahioh  reported  it  aa  tao  haavy  or  light 
orulaara  and  on®  unid®nt»i fi®d  aaaa®!,  Th*  flrat  report  aaa  reoeiv®d  by 
CCWSOPAC  at  1846)  th®  second  report  at  218b,  TJia  long  delay  in  trans- 
mitting the*#  report®  denied  CQMSOPAC  th®  cpportexnity  of  requesting  an 
iaaodiat®  attack  by  COMSOWESPAC  planes.  Th®  Alli®d  high  oaamand  at 
Tulagi-Ouadaloaaal,  incorrectly,  decided  that  these  ship®  were  bound  for 
Re  kata  Bay,  there  to  set  up  an  air  baa®  fro*  ahioh  to  bomb  th®  Allied 
shipping  in  Iron  Bottoa  Sound,  ooaraanelng  on  An  gist  8th, 

Coaaaaaneing  at  sunset  each  evening  th®  transport#  and  oargo  ahipa 
of  the  Allied  Amphibious  Foro®  a®r®  oove  *.  by  a night  ser®®ning  dlspcsl- 
tlon  desired  to  meet  Japanese  surfao®  ship  attacks  from  all  entrances  to 
Iron  Bottom  Sound.  Th®  dlapoaition  aaa  ooapoeod  of  an  Eastern  and 
Western  Sor®aning  Group.  Th®  Western  Soreening  Group  ahioh  fought  the 
Battle  of  Savo  Island  oonaist«d  of  tao  anti-subaarin®  end  r \dar  picket*, 
th®  BLUE  and  RALPH  TALBOT,  stationed  as  ft  and  north,  respectively  of 
Save*  Island,  and  of  tao  orui css— destroyer  support  groups.  On®  support 
group,  the  AITSTRALIA  Group,  consisting  of  th®  AUSTRALIA,  CHICAGO,  CANBERRA, 
PATTERSQM  and  EAGLET  guarded  th®  res sag®  south  of  Savo  Island)  the  other, 
th®  VTVCBI1T38  Group  oonaisting  of  th®  VTHCWJTES,  ftUIKCT,  ASTORIA,  HELM 
end  WILSOB  guarded  th®  passage  northeast  of  3avo  Island. 

During  ths  night  of  August  8th  at  about  2065,  th®  Commander  of  th® 
Western  Screening  ftrjup,  in  the  AUSTRALIA,  left  his  group  under  th® 
tactical  ccssand  of  th*  C<«e®ndlng  Of  fio®r,  CHICAGO  and  stood  into  the 
Guadalcanal  Axes  to  attend  a conference  with  Cosaisnier  Amphibious  Foro® 
end  th®  Commanding  General,  First  llarin®  Division. 

At  this  conference  anioh  aaa  held  at  2525,  August  8th,  Commander 
Amphibious  Pore®  decided  to  retire  hia  foro®  the  folloalng  morning,  b®- 
oauae  the  carrier  Commander  had  deold»d  to  retire.  This  mould  leave  tb® 
amphibious  ftroe*  without  air  cover  or  air  support. 

Remover,  as  many  necessary  supplies  had  not  been  landed,  the 
Commander  Amphibious  Pore®  decided  to  unload  aa  much  of  th®  supplies  as 
ana  poaalbl®  throughout  th®  night,  and  an  effort  was  node  to  aeoomplleh 
this. 


After  this  conference,  th®  Commander  Wastero  Screening  Group  remain- 
ed in  the  Guadalcanal  Area  with  the  ADSTRALIA,  thus  reduoing  the  AUSTRALIA 
Group  by  one  heavy  cruiser. 
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The  Japanese  Cruiser  Force  entered  Iron  Bottom  Sound  at  about  0152, 
August  9th,  baring  passed  the  Alliad  destroyer  BUBS  without  being  dis- 
covered. At  0136  thia  force*  surprised  tha  AUSTRALIA  Group  and  aided  by 
aircraft  flaraa  dropped  by  its  oar  iruiaer  planar,  opened  fire  with  both 
gins  and  torpedoes.  Within  a mat  er  of  tainutea,  the  CAIBERRA  had  been 
heavily  hit  and  was  out  of  aotion  (it  aaa  finally  aunt  by  Allied  des- 
troyer  torpedoes  at  0600) j the  CHICAGO  had  been  torpedoed  in  the  bow  and 
had  had  her  speed  considerably  reduoed)  the  BAGLEY  had  fired  four  torpo- 
does  ineffectively,  and  the  PATTCRSOH  had  broadoaated  the  oontaot  before 
engaging  tha  two  Japanaas  light  oruisara.  The  PATTERSON  was  lightly 
damgsd  in  this  action.  Ions  of  the  ships  of  the  CHICAGO  Group  inflicted 
any  important  damage  on  the  Japanese  ships. 

During  this  phase  of  the  action  tha  Japaaesa  Cruiser  Force  broke 
up  into  three  groups.  One  consisting  of  the  CHOKAI,  AO BA,  KAKO  and 
KDEUGASA  continued  ca  towards  the  YIBcaiNES  Group  at  twenty- six  knots. 

It  caught  tbs  YIMCBUSS  Group  at  01  CO  by  surprise,  and,  employing  both 
pms  and  torpedoes,  succeeded  in  heavily  damaging  the  three  cruisers  of 
that  group.  In  aooonplishing  this  the  CEDKAl  Group  passed  under  the 
stern  of  and  along  the  starboard  aide  of  the  VINCE3NES  Group.  Another 
group,  consisting  of  the  TBTRYU,  TUBARI  and  FURUTAKA  passed  along  the 
port  side  of  the  VIHCHTWBS  Group  and  employing  guns  and  torpedoes  in- 
creased the  heavy  damage  oaused  by  the  first  group.  Both  of  these 
Japanese  groups  intermittently  employed  searchlights  rather  than  star 
shells  for  illumination.  As  a result  of  the  above  damage,  the  QUIICY 
sank  at  0236,  the  VMCHTNE8  at  0260  and  the  ASTORIA  at  1216.  The  third 
Japanese  group  consisting  of  the  destroyer  YUHAGI  turned  away  from  the 
cruiser  action  and  ineffectively  engaged  in  a gun  battle  with  the  re- 
tiring Allied  destroyer,  JARVIS.  The  JARVIS  was  sunk  later  in  the  day 
by  air  attack  at  about  li>30,  August  9tb. 

After  this  aotion.  Commander  Cruiser  Force,  because  of  a fear  of 
Allied  carrier-based  planes,  deoided  to  retire  rather  than  to  r amain 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  Allied  shipping  at  Tulagl  end  Guadal- 
osuial.  As  he  retired  he  engaged  the  Allied  destroyer  RALPH  TALBOT  with 
the  TaJRYU,  TUBARI  and  FURUTAKA  and  serioui.ii  damaged  her  without  re- 
ceiving any  oo—nsasurats  damage  in  return. 

The  Japanese  Cruiser  Force,  exoept  for  several  hlte,  escaped  from 
the  entire  aotion  almost  entirely  unscathed.  In  its  retirement,  it 
succeeded  in  avoiding  Allied  search  planes  so  that  it  received  no  damage 
from  Allied  air  attaoks.  However,  it  was  die covered  by  the  Allied 
submarine,  6**38,  on  Augist  10th  as  a result  of  which  the  XAKO  was  tor- 
pedoed and  sunk. 

Tim  effects  of  this  battle  were  serious  insofar  as  the  Allies  were 
concerned.  There  was  a shortage  of  heavy  esoort  end  bombardment  ships 
in  all  sea  areas  and  as  the  Allies  were  preparing  to  oonduot  the  forth 
Afrioan  Invasion,  as  wsll  as  to  conduct  offensive  operations  in  the 
Aleutians  and  to  continue  those  already  underway  in  the  So  lessons,  the 


/ 

y 


- xxix  - 


loas  of  four  hoary  cruisers  and  ono  daatroyar  was  immediately  fait  In 

all  areas. 

Tha  Japanaca  on  tha  other  band  grossly  exaggerated  the  Allied 
losses  In  surface  r ps  and  Informed  tha  world  and  tha  Japanese  people 
by  press  and  radio  ol  their  oleins. 


CHAPTER  I 


IMS  SiBATBOIC  A m 

(a)  OEOTRAL  DISCUSS IOW 


Tha  strategic  araa  involved  in  the  ooabmt  and  support  operations  of 
tha  Solomon  I > lands  offensive  extended  from  the  Equator  oouthsrard  to  tins 
Tropic  of  Capricorn  and  from  tha  180th  Meridian  westward  to  tha  coasts  of 
Australia  and  Hew  Quines,  This  over-all  arts,  baaidaa  being  entirely 
tropical,  «aa  oceanic,  Tha  total  land  man*  of  tha  small  islands  east  cf 
Auatralia  and  law  Guinea  is  no  great or  than  tha  araa  of  Celebes  - or  to 
use  a wore  familiar  example,  no  greater  than  the  area  of  any  one  of  the 
states  of  Washington,  Missouri  or  Oklahoma, 

Tha  outstanding  oharaotsristio  of  this  area  is  the  chain  of  snail 
islands  extending  from  lew  Guinea  to  Hew  Caledonia  through  the  Bismarck 
Archipelago,  the  Solomon  Islands,  ..  nt*  Crus  Islands,  lew  Hebrides  and 
Loyalty  Islands.  These  islands  define  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Coral 
Sea,  including  the  Solomon  Sea  north  of  the  Louis  lads  Arohipelago.  As  a 
series  of  potential  sir  and  ass  bases,  they  constitute  a barrier  to  direct 
overseas  oassnmioations  between  Australia  and  north  America, 

This  strategic  area  was  adaptable  to  limited  offensive  operation*. 

On  tha  on®  hand,  the  Japanese  could  slowly  extend  themselves  deep  into  tiiv 
South  Pacific  through  the  inland  oha'n  to  threaten  the  life-line  from 
Auatralia  and  low  Zealand  to  tha  United  States.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Allies  were  provided  with  a route  of  adranoe  toward  Japanese  strong  points 
in  the  Western  Paoifio.  They  were  also  provided  with  an  extrenoly  ad- 
vfisssd  position  free  which  to  effect  attrition  upon  the  limited  »r  poten- 
tial of  Japan,  Consequently  the  strategic  area  beoame  a theater  of  oombai, 

the  strategic  araa  was  divided  Into  two  approximately  equal  areas  by 
tas  boundary  between  the  Southwest  Pacific  area  and  tha  South  Paoifio  araa 
along  meridian  159  degrees  Bast  Longitude,  This  boundary  passed  through 
tha  middle  of  Santa  Isabel  Island  in  the  Solomons,  and  passed  about  35 
miles  west  of  (ktadaloanal  Island.  Thus  the  Guadalcanal -Tulagl  target  area, 
wherein  was  fought  tha  battle  of  Save  Island,  lay  wholly  within  tha  South 
Paoifio  araa, 

Tha  threat  of  a large-soale  overseas  attack  by  the  Japanese  upon 
Australia  and  Isa'  Zealand  through  this  area  had  been  temporarily  removed 
by  tha  Battle  of  the  Coral  Sea  in  May  1942  and  tha  Battle  of  Mitfcray  in  Juno 
of  that  year.  However,  the  Japanese  had  continued  to  advance  slowly  there- 
after by  piecemeal  penetration  overland  southward  along  the  ooast  of  lew 
Guinea  and  by  sea  southward  through  the  Solomons, 

The  relative  positions  of  the  Japanese  and  the  Allies  within  this 
strategic  area  in  August  1942  provided  the  Japanese  with  tha  more  favor- 
able military  situation.  The  Allied  positions  in  the  South  Paoifio  Area 


wr*  but  lightly  held,  sad  ustiatud  chi* fly  of  sirf IclcLt  under  Maitnw* 
tlos  «tl3h  bad  beat  hurried  to  t dtfr*s  of  for  limited  uss  in 

the  day*  Just  prior  to  August  Tth,  1MI.  Amiss  sirfislis  vsre  located  on 
■sw  Caledonia,  Kfate,  bfiriU  Into,  sad  fa  tbs  Fijii,  Qm  Jsmux* 
positions  in  tbs  Hsnrok  Archipelago,  with  thrir  prlec ip*’  advanced  boss 
st  Habeul,  wrt  firmly  hsld«  Their  positions  it  laviessg,  Babeui,  Las, 
Saianau*,  sad  Buka  war*  loss  firmly  bold  and  wars  beinj;  strengthened  by  a 
aajor  effort  in  tbs  dsrsljpasnt  of  airfields.*  In  iapivrring  thew  poal- 
tiona  tbs  JapsuM  bad  attended  tbsir  oenapetlon  of  iar  Oainoa  as  far 
south  as  Bunas  bad  occupied  Florida  Island  in  tbs  Holoceons)  and  had  aois4 
into  tbo  eorth-eantrsi  shore  of  Qaadalsanal  Island  on  Jiiy  4U  share  tbsy 
had  Immediately  begun  the  construction  of  an  airfield,  harbor  facilities, 
and  other  installations  at  kap  Point, 

It  vu*  apparent  to  the  A}  Had  High  Co— and  that  tbs  firm  estebllahnuat 
of  the  Japanese  at  Tuiagi  ca  Florida  la.  and  and  lr  airfields  at  Uuudal> 
omul  mould  seriously  hapar,  if  not  provent,  the  Allies  from  establishing 
thamelvee  in  Kspiritu  Bento  end  Santa  Crus,**  and  that  therefore  the 
Japanese  positions  in  ths  8clr— cob  mere  a threat  to  vital  links  in  the 
Allied  oosaamfoations.  It  was  also  apparent  that  the  Allied  positions 
relative  to  the  Japanese  mere  jiotantlally  less  menacing. 

The  positions  of  tbs  Japanese  aad  th-»  Allies,  relative  to  the  Ouad« 
aloenel-Tulagi  area,  are  given  below  in  «.ir  alias . 


Maraansika  Estuary,  deleft*  (A)***  SO  miles 

Rekata  Bay,  Sente  Isabel  (J)  120  ° 

Kieta,  Bougainville  (J)  340  * 

Ideal,  Sente  Crus  Islands  (A)  365  * 

Buka  Island  (J)  392  * 

eebaul,  a«f  Sr  it., in  (j)  540  ~ 

Milne  Bay,  Mew  Guinea  (A)  566  * 

Kspiritu  Santo  (t)  580  * 

Xavieng,  Baer  Ireland  (J)  665  " 

Kfatu  (A)  T15  " 

Port  Moresby,  lew  Quine*  (A)  745  * 

Plaines  des  Gains,  lew  Caledonia  (A)  790  " 

loussa,  Isw  Caledonia  (A)  875  * 

Townsville,  Australia  (A)  970  * 

landl,  Fiji  Islands  (A)  1155  * 


r:%»r*  mere  no  Allied  hurbors  in  tba  area  suitably  equipped  to  off  tot 
Major  rwpnire  to  daaaged  ships.  The  docking  facilities  at  Pearl  Harbor 
were  about  4000  alias  ewiy  via  Fiji,  tt  Sydney,  which  was  about  2000 
alias  away  fray  Bavo  Island  via  Noumea,  there  were  repair  facilities  for 


July  1942, 

**  CCKHCH  Dispa tob  102100,  July  19VZ 
***  (A)  Means  Allied  - (J)  naans  Japanese 


traiitn  and  mailer  oraf t.  la  mb  one rgonoy,  —1  ler  harbors  in  the  area 
could  bs  uved  far  repairs,  altlwn^i  they  were  not  equipped  rith  support- 
ing activities  or  baas  facilities.  In  particular,  thsss  wwra  Salat  Jams* 
Bay,  Kspirita  State  Island,  sad  Iowmm,  Sow  Caledonia.  The  boat  harbor 
sito  in  the  Solcwsi  sm  at  Tulagi  on  Florida  Island,  but  this  position 
was  exposed  to  accs^f  attack  sad  m,  prior  to  the  iurdiag  on  August  7th, 
in  Japanese  asmds, 

(b)  TflB  T01J^I-(I0AIULCAKAL  IBM 


The  Beetle  of  Sstro  Island  was  fought  In  the  body  of  watar  lying  be- 
tween  Guadalcanal  and  Florida  Island  which  b*oaw  known  oiaong  All*'*d 
Forces  as  Iron  Bottom  Bmd.  This  Sound  is  the  southeastern  extremity  of 
the  Slot  (Hew  Georgia  Socsd),  The  100  fathom  sums  off  Qua  dale  anal  and 
Florida  Islands  ar*  20  dies  apart  at  the  western  sod  of  this  Sound  and 
olooe  an  each  other  to  t distance  of  one  mile  to  form  the  Seal ark  Channel 
at  the  eastern  sod  of  t\»  Sound, 

Sere  Island  lies  between  the  westsna  extremities  of  Florida  ana  Guad- 
alcanal Islands,  and  is  an  approximately  round  vo leant 3 island  with  a 
diameter  of  four  miles  and  with  its  highest  peak  at  1673  feet.  The  100- 
fathom  curve  is  nowhere  more  thorn  1200  yards  distant  from  the  shore  of 
Save  Island,  allowing  unrestricted  navigation  close  to  its  shores.  8avo 
Island  divides  the  western  approaches  to  Iron  Bottom  Sound  into  two  wide 
passages.  The  southerly  passage  between  Save  Island  end  Cape  Kaperaaoe 
on  Guadalcanal  la  seven  miles  wide.  The  northerly  passage  between  Savo 
and  Florida  Is  lends  is  about  tee  miles  wide. 

At  its  eastern  end,  Florida  Island  is  thirteen  miles  north  of  Guad- 
alcanal Island  and  numerous  shoal  patches  and  reefs  lie  within  the  100- 
fathom  curves  of  vsoh  inland  on  either  side  of  Sealsrk  Channel.  Through 
the  foul  ground  off  Florida  Island  runs  the  Hggala  Choanal.  Through  the 
shoals  off  Qaadaloanal  nus  the  Lengo  Choanal  which  is  three  or  four 
»ll«s  wide  with  depths  of  eighteen  to  thirty  fathoms. 

Strong  tide  rips  are  caused  by  the  numerous  shoals  and  irregular itisa 
in  the  bottoa  between  the  eastern  end  of  Florida  and  Ouadalooaal  Islands. 
The  tidal  murrents  sot  to  tbs  westward  and  to  the  eastward  along  the 
ooeata  of  Florida  and  Guadalcanal  Islands,  following  the  trend  of  the 
coast  lino  and  attaining  s velocity  of  two  knots  at  spring*. 

The  general  depth  of  water  in  Iron  Bottom  Sound  Is  200  to  400  fathoms 
between  Lungs  Point  on  Guadalcanal  and  Tulagi  Harbor.  Tulagi  Barber  is 
situated  nidwsy  along  the  southern  coast  of  Florida  Island  and  lit  the 
principal  port  of  the  Solomon  Islands.  Westward  of  TUlagi  Harbor  there 
art'  no  off-lying  dangers,  and  the  100-fathom  curve  runs  parallel  with  the 
ocadt  about  throe  miles  offshore. 

(o) 

In  the  Sol  corn  Islands  area  there  ere  two  worked  climatic  seasons. 
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The  norths*  st  monsoon  prevails  froai  lovsnber  to  Maroh.  The  southeast 
trad*  wlad  usually  establishes  Itaalf  by  April  and  laata  until  October* 

Winds  art  strongest  during  the  season  of  tha  southeast  tradsa f averaging 
10~2Qaph.  Average  wind  velocities  ara  only  raraly  intarruptad  by  th* 
paaaaga  of  a trcploal  cyclone* 

It  la  hot  throughout  tha  yaar.  Average  Monthly  tcaqieratures  ranga 
from  ®l°(f)  to  840(F).  Highest  temperatures  ara  raoordad  froai  Vovsmber 
to  April. 

Throughout  tha  yaar.  average  cloudiness  aiaounta  to  about  five  tar tha 
oloud  oover*  Tha  oloudiast  aoath*  ara  January.  February  and  Maroh.  Apart 
frost  rara  oyolonaa.  otbar  tropioal  daprasai :na  oauaa  overeast  skies  of 
intermediate  and  high  clouds.  Lower  typa  clouds  pr avail  with  local  thunder- 
storms and  rain  squalls* 

Thunderstorms  normally  ooour  ovar  land  during  tha  aftamoon  and  ovar 
tha  water  In  tha  early  awning*  Rain  squalls  nay  ooour  during  any  saason 
of  tha  yaar.  Rainfall  is  abundant.  Tha  months  of  January.  Fabruary  and 
Maroh  ara  tha  wettest*  At  Lungs  Point.  Guadalcanal,  the  average  rainfall 
for  July  ia  2.70  inohes.  At  fttlagi,  average  rainfall  ia  slightly  greater. 

Fogs  at  aaa  larval  ara  unknown.  Reduced  visibility  ia  due  only  to 
heavy  downpours  of  rain,  hase  or  low  clouds.  A particularly  heavy  rain 
squall  may  reduce  visibility  to  100  yards  ovar  a limited  area.  Hase  is 
prevalent  during  tha  aaaaon  of  tha  southeast  monsoon*  It  amy  render  ob- 
jects indistinct  in  visibility  of  16-20  miles.* 

Ck>  m cloudy  night  in  Iron  Bettes  Sound,  visibility  he*  baan  observed 
to  be  extremely  low.  Rain  squalls  seem  to  form  ovar  Savo  island  almost 
every  night  of  tha  year,  oauslng  heavy  rain  about  2550  and  oloaring  about 
0200  ea  they  drift  slowly  southeastward.**  On  tha  night  of  August  8th-9th, 
this  typa  of  bad  weather  did  not  clear  up.  This  will  be  shewn  in  the  dis- 
suasion of  tha  battle  itself* 


•ill  of  SSova  ia  fro*  Mar  Department  publication  iSfC-iW7  Survey  of 
tha  Solomon  Islands,  March  iS,  1945,  Confidential. 

++CTF  62  personal  letter  to  Captain  R.C.  ftsrkar,  DSl(Ket),  Offioe  of 
■aval  History,  Kuvy  Department,  Washington,  D*C,  dated  1948. 
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CHAPTER  II 


JAPAH83R  ARRAU  OEM*  T3 


(a)  JAPAWBB  COMiAlfD  RELATICWS  (Plat®  I) 

All  ci*  the  Japanese  Fleet*.  including  the  gaval  Air  Fleets*  except- 
ing tha  China  Saaa  Fleet,  were  under  tha  Comma  d of  tha  Ccasasndsr-in-Chisf 
of  tha  Combined  Float*  Tha  combined  Flaat  consisted  of  tha  mobile 
(mission)  flaat  whioh  oould  opcrata  ni]nt«n  In  any  are*,  aid  of  tha 
iooallsad  (araa)  flaat  a whioh  vara  responsible  for  and  raatrlotad  to  oar- 
tain  geographical  araaa*  Tha  aobila  flaat  onnstituted  tha  main  striking 
foroo  of  tha  C cabin  ad  Float*  Tha  araa  flsetw  wars  normally  dsfniin  in 
oharaotor  and  vara  gono rally  unabla  to  taka  any  strong  offensive  notion 
without  assistanoa  from  tha  aobila  flaat**  Tha  aobila  flaat  oonsisted  of 
tha  Main  Body  (First  Division  FIRST  Flaat)*  tha  Advanoe  Foroo  (SECOND 
Flaat)*  and  tha  Striking  Poroa  (THIRD  Flaat)***  Tho  araa  floots  oonsistod 
of  tho  northern  Foroo*  latar  oallad  Vorthaaat  Araa  Poroa  (FIFTH  Flaat) 
basad  at  Boromuahlrot  tha  Dnnar  South  Saas  Poroa  (FOURTH  Flaat)  basad  at 
Truk,  tha  Outer  South  Sana  Poroa  (EIGHTH  Flaat)  basad  at  Rtbaul  and  tha 
Southwset  Araa  Poroa  (Oossbinad  Expeditionary  Flaat)  basad  at  Surabaya*** 

In  addition  to  tha  aobila  float  and  the  area  floats  tha  Combined.  Fleet 
consisted  of  tha  Base  Air  Foroo  (KUEV0TH  Air  Float)  basad  on  Tinian  and 
tha  Advanced  Expeditionary  Foroo  ( SIXTH  Float)  which  was  composed  of  sub- 
marines and  was  basad  rt  Ewajaleln.**  Ill  taotloal  titles  employ  tha 
term  “j^orco"  (BUTAI)  whareaa  all  a<fcoinistrative  title*  employ  tha  tam 
•Float*  with  tha  single  exception  that  tha  title  "Combined  Flaat"  was  both 
adminiatrativw  ana  tactical  (Plata  I)*** 

Prior  to  July  14th*  1942  tha  South  Saas  Poroa  waa  responsible  for  tha 
defense  of  tha  entire  Central  and  Southeastern  Paoiflo  Area*  1*1  eluding  tha 
Marshalls*  Haw  Guinea  and  tha  Solomon  Islands*  Bcwovar*  due  to  the  In- 
sraasing  importance  of  tha  Central  and  8outhea«teni  Paoiflo  araaa  Mid  to 
tha  fact  that  there  was  an  ever- increasing  threat  of  an  attack  on  the 
So lamcns  by  the  Allies*  the  Japanese  High  Cammed  deoided  to  split  the 
South  Seas  Araa  into  two  a ran*  j one,  an  Outer  South  Saas  Area*  tha  other* 
an  Inner  South  Seas  Area*  This  split  became  effective  on  July  14th* 
1942***** 

Tha  dividing  line  between  th*  two  arose  thus  formed  was  established 
as  tha  line  bearing  280o(T)  from  th*  Juncture  of  th*  equator  and  Long* 


* Japanese  gav«l  Organisation*  dhango  Vo*  ll  to  ONI  A*  pag*  5.  ~ ~ 

*•  Biolcsure,  Submitted  Ootobar  29th*  1945  by  Rear  Admiral  E*  gakastura, 
IJi  * in  answer  to  USSBS  Msnovwndum  Ho*  HAV-1*  Ootobar  10th*  1946, 

•**  Japanese  Haval  Organisation*  Change  go*  11  to  OMX  49*  page  35* 

****  Mar  Diary*  8th  Flaat*  August  7th,  1942*  MDC  Doovssent  191269* 


ISO®!*  Conmender  Inner  South  Sana  Faroe  was  assigned  tha  responsibility 
for  tha  defense  of  tha  area  north  of  this  lina  and  Coaaander  Outer  South 
Saaa  Pore#  for  tha  defsnse  of  tha  xraa  south  of  this  lina.  In  order  to 
provide  for  unity  of  ooomsund,  it  was  dlraotad  that  in  tha  event  of  an 
enemy  attack  In  tha  ahova  areas,  tha  Cosomnder  ELEVENTH  Air  Fleet  would, 
in  oasa  of  necessity,  exercise  command  over  the  FOURTH,  SIXTH,  and  EIGHTH 
Fleets ,« 


▼ice  Admiral  Gunlohi  Mikawa  activated  the  EIfKTH  Fleet  an  July  14th* 
On  July  10th  he  hoisted  his  flag  in  the  CH0XAI*  On  July  23rd  he  was 
assigned  the  CBOKAI  and  Cruiser  Division  SIX  and  became  Ccsunander  Outer 
South  Seas  Force*  On  July  27th  he  formally  assvassd  responsibility  for 
the  New  Guinea  and  Solomon  Islands  operations .* 

All  land  baaed  air  forces  in  this  operation  were  naval  wad  ware 
assigned  to  the  FIFTH  Air  Attack  Force**  (26th  Air  Fiocille),  which  was 
based  at  Rsbaul  and  mas  a subdivision  of  tha  KLEVTdtTH  Air  Fleet*  Tha 
Camsnnder  of  this  attack  force  retained  operational  control  near  his  com- 
ponent units  and  oooperated  with  tha  Coonander  Outer  South  Sees  Force* 

Ha  remained  at  Rabaul  to  direot  its  activities.  Ho  Amy  air  foroas  were 
assigned  at  this  time**** 


Vioe  A&alral  Mikawa  was  in  onmssnd  of  the  Outer  South  S.ee  Force 
mtil  about  1416,  August  7th  when  he  was  relieved  by  Floe  Admiral 
Mishiso  Tsukahara,  who  was  the  Commander  Bass  Air  Fores  and  tha  Goosander 
ELEVENTH  Air  Fleet*  The  latter  admiral  aoted  aa  Coonander  Outer  South 
Sees  Foroe  until  the  next  day,  August  8th,  when  hs  fleeted,  up  to  beoaoe 
Coonander  Southeast  Area  and  Commander  Southeast  Area  Foroe  whieh  in- 
cluded the  Base  Air  Foroe,  the  Inner  and  Outer  South  Seas  Forces,  and  a 
portion  of  tha  Advanood  Expeditionary  Faroe.***  In  thJs  latter  capacity 

“ ‘ ~ JTiMTO  . 


It  therefore  happened  that  at  the  time  of  the  Allied  landings  on 
Guadalcanal  and  Tulegl  on  August  ?th,  Vioe  Admiral  iflkawa  was  both 
Commander  Outer  South  Seas  Force  and  Coimander  EIGHTH  Fleet***  After 
he  had  boon  relieved  by  Vioe  Adairal  Tsukahara  ho  had  the  primary  re- 
sponsibility of  securing  a viotory  with  his  surface  force* 

From  the  above,  it  it  svidsnt  that,  although  the  Japanese  oommanC 
structure  had  room  for  oor.  fusion,  there  was  no  confusion  in  command  in 
the  Battls  of  3ewo  Island.  All  forces  engaged  were  navel  feroes,  and 
all  ware  under  the  direct  ooon&nd  of  ntvi.l  officers  in  a clearly  defined 
ohain-of-oosmand* 


• Her  Diary  8ch  Fleet,  August  7th,  1942,  HDC  Docvaent  161259* 

**  Records  26th  Air  Flotilla,  CIO  Document  74829,  Hay  12th,  1947* 

Hsu*  Diary  26th  Air  Flotilla,  August  1942,  WDC  Document  161730. 
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Except  mNie  cote  at  the  Combined  Fleet, wtirh  woe  both  a Tactical  end  Admir.dlrotive  Qammond.the  title  of 
o Tactical  Gommond  woe"FORCC"(  BuTAI  LTfte  title  of  on  Administrative  Command  wee  FLEET” 

SpeCi.il  Situation'-  If  a etrong  Allied  Farce  attached, Qwwmandei  Eleventh  Air  Fleet  oaeld.tn  cnae  ot 
necessity,  osserw  the  wetiool  command  over  the  Eighth  Fleet  while  the  lotter  cor  - 
mondnr  « a taclioGl  commander  executed  hit  tactical  operations  ayomit  the  enemy. 

On  AUQi-ii  7 th  i Csmmander  Eleventh  Air  Fleet  relieved  Commander  ErgMh  Fleet  of  hit  opera t tonal 

sanctions  and  the  letter, aa  Commander  Creteer  Force, set  out  in  person  to  commend  the  creator 
ottock  which  ie  know*  ot  the  BATTLE  OF  SAVO  ISLAND. 

On  Aucuit  6th  * Commander  Eleventh  Air  Fleet  haume  Oowenonder  Southeast  Area  Fteet  and  Command «r 
SouthMtt  Area  Fwee . Ae  tech  he  an  tea  immediate  euperrior  in  command  to  Oommondor  Outer 
•*»  Command  or  Bow  Air  raree-  Since  he  tsiraedy  emndead  the  latter  2 com- 
mand#,this  neured  unity  erf  Command  of  bath  tarfoce  Bair  forces  derm*  the  eeerotWH*  attoaSoioeuwa 


<e* 


PLATEl 


"SmssmA 


(b)  IIFatijjATICg  AVAILABLE  TO  JAPJJTESE  C08M&HPBR 


Just  prior  to  tho  Allied  landing  in  tha  Solo*  x&»,  Qamm mdar  Outer 
South  Sana  Foroe  had  considerable  general  information  concerning  tha 
atrength  of  tha  1.1  Had  force*  In  tha  South  Pacific  area,  and  mas  gw* 

•rally  aware  of  thalr  oapa'ollltiaso 

Ho  knew  that  there  had  boon  oansiderable  Allied  air  and  naval  activ- 
ity in  tha  general  area  of  tho  Coral  Sea  and  that  there  was  a possibility 
of  an  early  engagement  with  a powerful  enemy  ferae** 

Ha  was  aware  of  tha  Allied  oonstruotion  of  and  build-up  of  bases  in 
Hew  Caledonia  and  Haw  Hebrides*  Interpreting  this  aotivity  as  a pre- 
paration for  a counterattack  upon  Japanese  id van cod  positions*  he 
correctly  assumed  that  tho  most  likely  area  of  Allied  counterattack  would 
be  the  southern  Solomons.** 

He  knew  that  the  Allied  ferees  had  reoeimoitered  the  new  base  at 
dua dal canal -Tulagl  frequently  by  air  end  that  tha  number  of  plsnoe  raid- 
ing that  area  had  suddenly  increased  during  August.*** 

Informed  by  his  intelligence  that  a powerful  Allied  foroe  had 
sortie*  from  Ismail  on  August  ?wd,  he  suspected  that  this  foroe  together 
with  other  Allied  forces  already  in  the  Southwest  Pacific  Area*  would 
attempt  to  attack  the  Outer  South  Sees  Area  in  the  near  future.  He 
understood  that  this  oorbinvi  force  would  include  three  carriers  (includ- 
ing converted  carriers),  and  a number  of  cruisers.****  This  Japanese 
intelligence  uas  reasonably  correot,  exeept  that  the  "powerful  Allied 
foroe"  had  aortied  from  Fiji  an  August  1st  rather  then  from  Hawaii  on 
August  2nd,  snd  was  at  that  date  nuoh  closer  to  the  Solomons  then  the 
Japanese  expected. 

Regardless  of  how  powerful  this  Allied  foroe,  he  believed  that  he 
might  be  able  to  intercept  and  destroy  it  oy  decoying  it  within  range  of 
his  lend- baaed  naval  air  power.****  He  felt  that  ha  might  accomplish 
this  even  without  carrier  task  force  assistance  from  tho  Combined  Pleat.*** 
This  concept  >f  destroying  American  surface  forces  by  land-beard  plane.: 
mas  not  »vw, * The  Japanese  had  bald  the  some  concept  oat  the  Hattie  of 
Midway  when  they  endeavor  ?d  to  lure  the  Aeerioan  carrier  force  within 


— inns. 

**  War  Diary  Eth  Air  Attack  Fores,  August  1942,  TOC  Document  161780,  end 
CROKV  6 Vjctailad  Rattle  Report  ^C,  August  7th-10th»  1942,  CIO 
Doowasnt  86927,.  June  27th,  1947,  page  2. 

*«*  Southeast  Area  I aval  Operations,  Part  I,  Dor  wmb&  40427,,  pegs  10, 
Historical  division,  U.S.  A ray,  July  51st,  19a7, 

*o**  War  Diary  fth  Air  Atfrjssk  Force,  August  194",  TOC  Document  161TS0  and 
Cosesandor  8th  Fleet  Estimate  of  Situation,  August  7th,  1942,  CIO 
Document  75846,  33»y  7th,  1947,  page  1. 
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r angs  of  Japanese  land-based  air  power  at  Wan.  it  • ho  wad  a confidence 
that  thair  land-based  air  power  was  nor*  effective  than  has  rl own  oarriar- 
baaad  air  power  — - a confidence  that  was  sot  born*  out  throughout  tba  war* 

Ha  knew  that  th-»  maay  bad  reocntly  assembled  great  air  strength  in 
the  Raw  Hebrides  area  and  ha  considered  that  tha  meaty  waa  planning  to 
invest  Guadalcanal  bvfore  tha  Japanese  air  strength  moved  up.* 

In  antic ipation  of  this  latter  youslbllity,  ha  had  recoeBseaded,  in 
his  capacity  of  Coma»der  XIOHTH  Fleet,  that  a planned  withdrawal  of  a 
cruiser  division  from  Aabaul  to  Truk  be  Nidified,  and  that  it  should  be 
sent  to  Envieag  or  to  Quoad  Carols  Harbor**  this  action  was  taken,  and 
CHC1H7  SIX  waa  held  In  tha  Kavieng  Area  ».e  a support  force  of  the  Outer 
South  8eas  Force*** 

Ha  knew  that  larger  waters  of  on  arty  subssarincs  ware  beginning  to 
Infest  tha  enters  of  the  Japanese  Southeast  Area,  nacassitatlng  tha 
diversion  of  additional  escort  forces  to  this  area.  He  cons! dared  it 
prohibit  that  this  one  jy  sufastarlne  activity  would  be  com  increasingly 
intense.* 

He  knew  that  CIWOPAC  was  in  the  Hawaiian  Area  and  that.  COWSOWESPAC 
waa  located  in  Briabcae*  Thar#  ia,  however,  no  indication  that  he  was 
awsure  of  the  fomatim  of  SOP  AC  which  waa  soon  to  undertake  and  direct 
an  assault  in  the  Guadaloanal-Tulagi  Area**** 

Finally,  it  is  highly  probable,  lx  view  of  his  visit  to  Truk 
(Ally  2Gth>26th)  and  his  disour.sion  there  with  the  ClnC  CowMned  Fleet 
ooaeeming  the  operations  in  the  Outer  South  Seas  Area,*  that  he  was 
fowl  liar  with  and  goner  ally  concurred  with  the  Imperial  Headquarters' 
opinion  that  frm  the  extent  of  enemy  preparations  particularly  in 
carriers,  that  sny  ee«s«j  counterattack  would  probably  be  no  wore  than  a 
rwoamnaisssnoe  landing*''*'* 

(c)  JAMgBgK  LAID  ARP  TRADER- BASED  AIRCRAFT 


All  Japanese  aircraft  employed  in  ta*  operations  in  the  Solomons, 

1 no  id  cut  to  the  Battle  of  Save  Island,  were  naval  aircraft  of  thv  26th 
Air  Flotilla.  Tha  Cosraan £er  of  this  air  flotilla,  with  headquarters  at 
Babsul,  was  directing  aotivltlee  of  the  FIFTH  Air  Attaek  Force,  Rase  Air 


~Hgr  TaLkryTigg  Wee¥,  Anjoelfc  TW27  R»‘o^»ri8Ym: 

**  CftUDIV  6 Dotal  led  Battle  Report  Solooma  lava!  Action,  Angus 
7 -10th,  1942,  ODC  Document  160997. 

**•  War  Diary  6th  Air  Attack  Fores,  August  1942,  WDC  Do  (reseat  161780* 
****  Southeast  hva  Ravel  Operations,  Fart  I,  Doeumwt  40427,  page  10, 
Historic*!  Division,  U.3.  Amy,  July  81et,  1947* 
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Fore***  Tha  25th  Air  Flotilla,  constituted  that  part  cf  t J » Base  Air  Fore* 
which  was  located  in  tha  Southeast  Area*  Its  composition  on  August  Oth 
Is  shorn  in  Table  I*  and  totalled  115  planss  of  various  types*  Tha  units 
involved  in  this  organic  atlas  were  the  TAIMAM  Air  Group*  the  SSCORD  Air 
Group*  the  TOKCGAXA  Air  Group,  tha  POUUTSBITH  Air  Group*  and  tha  FOURTH 
Air  Group**  Too  speolal  duty  units  (surfso#  shire  capable  of  serving  as 
tenders  for  reocnmaiesaaoc  and  filter  seaplanes)  vara  attached  to  tha 
25th  Air  Flotilla*  These  were  tha  seaplane  carrier  AEX  TSUSHIMA,  Speolal 
IXzty  Unit  CRB*  and  tha  ai  re  reft  transport  MX1AMIC1AMA  HARD*  Special  IXrty 
unit  TWO**  On  August  7th  sud  8th*  the  25th  Air  Flotilla  was  expended 
by  the  addition  of  pianos  of  tha  MIS  AKA  Air  Group.** 

Tha  land-based  plana*  of  this  flotilla*  as  yat  unequipped  with  radar* 
were  disposed  between  the  Vueakanau  end  Lukanai  Airdrmea  at  Kabaul*  Tha 
seaplanes  were  disposed  at  both  ftabaul  and  Tulagit  Tha  Tulagi  planes  wars 
stationed  there  to  protect  the  Guadalcanal  Air  Basa  while  it  was  under 
construction.** 

Additional  airfields  througiout  the  Solomons  were  needed  by  the 
Japanese  i and  for  the  purpose  of  building  then  9 aval  Construction 
Battalions  were  plaoed  under  the  conns  nri  of  the  Base  Air  Fores***  Two 
airfield*  had  been  rushed  to  oonplstlon*  the  Guadalcanal  Air  Baa*  which 
was  finished  on  August  8th  cad  an  airfield  at  Buka  Pas  saga*  which  was 
ready  to  operate  ss  a baa*  on  August  8th*  lelther  of  these  two  air 
bases  had  been  assisted  air  groups  at  the  tine  of  the  Battle  of  8avo 
Island*  The  Ooawnander  KLBVTWTH  Air  Fleet  and  Cr— rider  25th  Air  Flotilla 
had  dissuaded  Canwander  Outer  South  Seas  Foroa  fra  hia  desire  to  anew  up 
land  attack  wits  inaediately  on  sanpletion  of  tha  Guadalcanal  Air  Basa 
for  the  roasos  out  there  was  iwmqwts  air  strength*  m yet;  at  Rabaul 
to  permit  nuh  disposition.*** 

Tkttll  land  air  bases  were  available*  suitable  harbors  for  basing 
patrol  and  flatter  seaplanes  were  needed*  The  Japanese  'ud  selected 
harbors  for  seaplane  bases  at  Falsi*  Short lam?  Island,  i,  ika  Passage, 

Glso  Island*  Ileta  (Bougainville  Island),  and  at  Rokata  Bay  (Santa  Isabel 
Island)*  Vo  air  activity  was  nouod  in  these  barber*  by  COM6OH0PAC  air 
raeonnaitsans#  on  August  5%h,  ©th,  7th*  or  8th. 

The  snplijmsat  of  Kavy  land -based  aircraft,  .vther  than  Amy  air- 
craft* in  tha  Southeast  Area  was  in  aooerdano#  with  Japanese  practise. 

It  was  necessary*  in  part,  bo  cause  Japanese  Army  air  groups  wore  not 
tralnad  in  tbo  conduct  of  Joint  Ope rati ana  with  naval  air  fore##.**** 


* tfimt-gtii  and  MsposiH"ra  oif  Air  Flotilla  on  August  Tth,, 

CIO  Document  78828*  Way  12th*  1947*  and  Bar  Mary  of  25th  Air  Flo- 
tilla* August  l«t~Jlst,  1942,  BSC  Doounoat  161.30c, 

• * Reoordn  25th  Air  Flotilla*  Item  2 ID,  Section  3,  June  25th  to  August 
fthK  1942,  me  rotiUM.it  180155. 

see  Southeast  Area  ?aval  Operations,  Part  I,  Document  40427,  page  ID, 
historical  Division,  0.8*  Am/*  July  31st,  194?. 

*■»•**  Japanese  ensnare  ta  ’J85M  Military  Division  Questioarnlre  £l. 


- 9 - 


BWW— 


./ 


v 


8inoe  the  nonwnoowMct  of  the  nr,  naval  aircraft  had  tew  highly 
suooessful  in  spear-heading  Japan**#  naval  attacks,.  The  Japanese  norj 
expeobed  their  naval  aircraft  to  b*  equally  successful  in  the  Solanos* 
operations** 

(a)  JAPAHB31C  SEARCH  A HD  RBCCWHAI88AKCR 

The  Japanese  did  not  d*t«ot  the  Allied  Expeditionary  Tore*  as  it  was 
advancing  northward  along  the  neridan  of  159°  K.  Longitude  toward  Tulagi 
end  Quadal canal  on  August.  6th  and  August  Oth*  Ho  searches  through  the 
Solonons  sector  were  flood  on  these  two  days  fra*  Rabaul*  reportedly  be- 
cause of  bad  weather***  00HCRUDIV  SIX  reported  that  weather  also 
prevented  the  Japanese  reoannaissano*  seaplanes  based  at  Tulagi  f rax 
locating  the  Allied  Foree.***  There  le  reason  to  believe  this  stats 
n«kt  slnoe  th»  arsa  the  Allied  Foroe  traversed  in  its  approach  to  the 
objective  was  not  searched  by  the  Allied  B-17S  either  oa  August  Cth  end 
August  6th.****  (The  novsnent  of  the  Allied  Foree  is  shown  on  Diagra* 

*P"  and  passed  through  80PA £ Search  Sector  X)*  Howevwr,  weather  did  not 
prevent  the  Allied  carriers  in  the  Air  Support  Foree  freer,  conducting 
routine  local  security  patrols  during  the  approach  an  those  vans  two 
days****** 


The  Japanese  wore  o aught  by  oonpleto  surprise  on  August  ?th  by  the 
Allied  Kxp&ditiooary  Force*  even  thougi  the  Big*  CowBnend  had  directed 
their  units  in  the  South  Pacific  an  August  6th  to  exwrclae  strlot 
caution,**'****  Although  he  had  bean  advised  by  his  air  eowiaanders  that 
his  air  strength  at  Rabaul  nos  inadequate***  ho  nevertheless  gave  een- 
siderably  less  attention  to  the  Solonons  sector  than  he  did  to  the  Sow 
Guinea  sector.  This  resulted  in  inadequate  sear  oh**  in  the  Solonons 
sector  prior  to  the  Allied  lending  on  August  7th. 

The  l*nj  afctuak  planes  at  Rabaul  were  heavily  sn gaged  in  alnoet  doily 
baubing  attacks  on  the  Allied  air  base*  at  Fort  JScrisbyv  Additionally* 

Cos— ander  FIFTH  Air  Attack  Fore*  was  snploying  a few  land  attack  planes 
for  rvoannalsssno*  in  oooneotion  with  the  Hew  Quines  offensive  opera- 
tion******** and  for  reconnaissance  fligits  to  locate  possible  base  sites  in 


* far  felary,  fetfa  frlsst,  Ej5tTll8|*IK  Bo  ouster  t BTSWI 
**  Southeast  Area  Haval  Operations*  Part  I*  Doeunent  40427* 
page  10*  Historical  Division*  U.S.  Any*  July  Slut*  1947* 

***  CRUDOtY  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  Solonons  Haval  Action* 
August  TtW-lOth,  1942,  WDC  Dcowwsnt  190997* 

**«*  Har  Diary  C0MAIR80PAC  (CTF  63)*  August  1942* 

*****  Her  Diary  SARATOGA,  August  1942* 

******  War  Diary  1,  "A  Brit  T History  of  World  War  11(B)  lc.  1 Deoenher 
1941  to  March  1943”*  page  12,  Suprans  Conmndsr  of  the  Allied 
Power* , AfTS  Dominant  WK  16266* 

*******  Records  28Ch  Air  Flotilla,  Group  21*  Iteo  21D,  Section  S,  June 
26th  to  August  6th,  1942,  HDC  Doouswnt  1®0166. 
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th#  Loulsisde*  and  D'ftitreoastraux  Islands,,*  Ho  rol'ed  largely  on  the 
seaplanes  of  the  YOKOHAMA  Air  Group,  baaed  at  Rabaul  and  Tulagi,  tor 
reconnaissance  of  the  So lemons  sector  and  of  the  approach**  to  Tulagi  from 
the  southeast.*  His  searoh  planes  at  Tulagi,  ss  mi  pointed  out  in  the 
previous  section  of  this  analysis,  were  sent  there  to  ooeduet  reoennais- 
sane*  for  the  protection  of  the  Guadalcanal  Air  Base.*  It  is  probable, 
therefore,  that  his  reliance  an  the  search  planes  operating  out  of  Tulagi 
gave  the  Coanander  Outer  South  Seas  Pores  a confidence  not  warranted  by 
the  situation,  and  that  this  o on fl dense  contributed  greatly  to  the  surprise 
Achieved  by  the  Allies, 

Tji*-  ...-tine  Japanese  sir  searches  scheduled  for  August  7th  were  to  be 
conducted  by  seaplanes  only.  Those  at  Rabaul  were  to  oovsr  a sector  be- 
*'jt  j ■!  bearings  lOQO(f)  to  1S0°'T)  to  a radius  of  700  miles**i  those  at 
Tulagi  were  to  oovsr  an  unidentified  sector  to  the  southward  of  the 
Solomons.  The  latter  seaplanes  were  caught  on  the  water  at  dawn  by 
Allied  oarrlar  planes  and  were  destroyed  before  they  oould  take  off* 

The  contact  report  of  the  Allied  Expeditionary  Force  received  from 
Tulagi  Air  Bate  at  0652,  August  7th,  precipitated  an  isewdiat*  change  in 
the  Japanese  search  plans.  As  will  be  shoes  later,  Co—mndsr  Outer  South 
Seas  Force  requested  the  FIFTH  Air  Attaok  Force  to  augeent  the  seaplane 
searches  by  the  employment  of  land  attaok  planes  based  at  Rabaul.  The 
Japanese  thereby  demonstrated  a capability  of  increasing  very  considerably 
the  nusber  of  aircraft  eaployed  for  searching  the  Solomons.  It  ie  un- 
fortunate for  them  that  these  augmented  searches  were  not  initiated  on 
August  Bth  whsn  the  warning  oaae  from  the  High  Command. 

(*)  JAPANESE  DISPOSITION  HAVAi  FORCES 


Just  prior  to  the  surprise  Allied  invasion  of  the  Guadalcanal -Tulagi 
area  ttie  Japanese  foroee  of  the  Southeest  Area  were  disposed  in  accordance 
with  the  strategical  situation  as  it  appeared  to  the  Japanese  w«Bu*rs 
at  that  particular  time.  The  EIGHTH  Fleet  was  operating  from  Rabaul  aa 
its  principal  naval  base.  Since  Rabaul  was  at  this  time  under  the  con- 
stant harassment  end  surveillance  of  Allied  air  power  based  in  Australia 
and  staging  through  Port  Moresby,  Coneander  EIGHTH  Fleet  was  inclined  to 
favor  the  more  northerly  harbor  of  the  area,  Kavleng,  as  an  an  oho  rage  for 
hie  surface  foroes.  As  a eonsequenee,  en  August  1st,  he  despatched  the 
heavy  cruisers  CBOKAI,  the  flagship  of  the  EIGHTH  Fleet,  and  Crulaer 
Division  SIX,  consisting  of  the  A0R4,  KAKO,  IIJTJGA&A  and  FURUTAKA  from 
Rabaul  to  Kavleng,  there  to  remain  until  the  morning  of  August  7th.**** 


*feeoord*  2Sth  Air  Flotilla,  Group  21,  Section  S,  June  fcfetfT 

to  August  6th,  1842,  WDC  Document  160155* 

••  Japanese  Search  Plans,  August  7th- Bth,  1942,  C1G  Document  74632 
May  12th,  1947. 

•*e  Strength  and  Disposition  of  25th  Ai**  Flotilla  on  August  7th,  1942, 
CIO  Document  74S29  May  12th,  1947* 

****  War  Diary  CEUDIY  6,  August  1942,  WDC  Document  160997* 
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Ha  hinself  remained  at  hla  headquarters  la  Rabeul. 

(&)  The  disposition  and  composition  of  the  principal  unit*  of  the 
EIGHTH  Pleat  at  0862,  August  7th,  the  tlas  Conuandar  SIGHTS  Fleet  re- 
solved th*  report  of  the  initial  sighting  of  the  Allied  Aaphlbioue  Fore# 
(TP  62)  by  the  Japanese  at  Tulagi,  is  summarised  aa  follows , 

(1)  Support  Force  end  CB0KA1 

The  heavy  cruisers  CBOKAI,  AO BA,  and  XASO  were  an  route  to 
Seeadler  Harbor,  Manus  Island,  Admiralty  islands.  The  heavy  oruiaere 
EDRJGASA  end  FURDTAKA  were  an  route  to  Babaul.  All  flee  oruiaere  I d 
Just  cleared  the  southern  entrance  to  Steffen  Strait  on  routine  pa*.  ,ags 
fraa  Silver  Sound. e 

(2)  Isoort  Fores 

(a)  The  light  «r»>*  ire  T3IRT0  and  TOBAKI  and  the  destroyer 
TOUCH  of  Dssmv  TWBiTY-*Iir*  . « at  Rftbaul  .• 


(b)  The  destroyers  OITS,  ASAKA2B,  TOSOH  of  DBSDIV  TWWTT- 
II WE  and  the  destroyers  M0TS0H,  U23JH,  TATOI  and  MOCHISOEI  of  DE8DIV 
THIBTT  were  engaged  in  escort  duties.  DiffiDIV  SSVHTT1OT  was  ordered  to 
report  to  Comsander  frrter  South  Saas  Fores  on  August  6th  but  haul  not  yet 
arrived  at  Rabaul.  As  these  destroyers  did  not  partake  in  the  battle  of 
3a vo  Island,  they  are  dropped  frcn  further  discussion. 

(3)  Auxiliaries  of  26th  Air  Flotilla. 


The  seaplane  — . AT 

MOQAMIQAHA  MASD  were  at  ka^.x.e* 


HDU.  and  the  aircraft  transport 


{»)  Saijarlssi 

(a)  SO  Bara  SEW  was  loom*  * about  as  follow*,  BO-53  in 
Qulf  of  Panua,  BO-34  off  Australian  Mat  ast,  1-121  and  122  at  Babeul 
and  1-123  at  Truk.*** 

(b)  SUBRCM  THFSS,  which  reported  from  the  SIXTH  Fleet  to  the 
EIGHTH  Fleet  on  August  Tth,  were  on  station  as  follows,  1-11  off  the 


• CMIIHY  e Detailed  Battle  Report  f«,  So  lemons  I aval  Action,  August  TOv- 
10th,  1942,  CIO  Doouamnt  06927,  Jvna  27th,  1947. 

•«  Strength  end  Disposition  26th  Air  Flotilla,  August  Tth,  1942,  CIO 
Document  74629,  May  12th,  1947. 

***  War  Diary  8th  Fleet  "Mowemts  of  Basel  Foreae  under  this  Ccausend", 
August,  1942,  WDC  Doeuswnt  161269. 
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southeast  coast  of  Australia)  1-171,  1-174,  end  1-176  off  th*  east  eoist 
of  Australia)  1-169  off  tha  Vow  Hebrides,  and  th#  1-136  which  had  remeln- 
*d  at  Sasebo,  Japan**  SUBROB  THStSS  is  dismissed  from  further  discussion, 
since  all  boats  wars  ordered  on  August  7th  to  return  to  Japan  for  rest  and 
refitting.  lone  of  then  were  employed  in  the  Japanese  counterattack  at 
Tulagi. 

(f)  TASKS  ASSIGNED 


The  tasks  as  si  pied  the  EGHTH  Pleat  by  the  Japanese  were,  in 
gsneralt 

(a)  To  support  the  Japanese  program  of  oot  iclidatlng  tha  network  of 
outposts  protecting  the  Babaul  position,  which  often  required  invasion 
operations* 

(b)  To  counter  successfully  tha  generally  anticipated  Allied  Offen- 
sive more  a^^elnef  the  arsa.ee 

Tha  firct  of  thasa  assigned  tasks  has  slpiifloanoe  only  beosuae  the 
consolidation  of  Japanese  outposts  protecting  Rabaul  had  preeipltatsd  tha 
Allied  amphibious  operations  against  Tulagi  and  Quadal venal*  Since  tha 
Battle  of  Savo  Island  resulted  directly  frost  the  ssoond  of  the  at si  rood 
tasks,  it  is  that  task  with  siiioh  this  discussion  is  concerned. 

Coswsander  Outer  South  Seas  Force  knew  that  his  objective  was  pro- 
tective in  nature.  He  also  knar  that  tha  principal  offensive  woapon  in 
hie  area  was  the  laud-based  air  power  of  tha  FIFTH  Air  Attack  Pores  (Base 
air  force ) at  Tmumal,  This  weapon  would  be  wo  at  useful  to  him  during  high 
visibility.  Ha  considered  that  its  full  capabiiitiws  could  only  be  ex- 
ploited against  strong  enemy  sea  forces  if  the  latter  were  within  striking 
distance)  and  ooneluded  that  ha  might  bast  accomplish  this  by  employing 
sons  of  his  surface  forces  as  decoys  to  lure  the  enemy  foroes  within  range 
of  suahair  power.*** 

He  kn««  that  hi*  own  offensive  power  1»;  primarily  in  his  heavy 
cruiser  strength  — tha  CHOCAI  end  CFUDIV  SIX  — plus  any  light  oruisers 
and  destroyers  soloh  could  be  made  immediately  available  frera  tha  oonvoy 
escort  foroe.  He  felt  that  during  hl^x  visibility  this  surface  forea 
-nould  be  a secondary  weapon  to  tha  Base  Air  Fores  unite  at  Rabaul,  and 
would  be  vulnerable  to  Allied  carrier- based  bombers.*  But,  during  night  or 


* feeporis  of  Meritorious  Action  &UBRGRS  3 end  it  M gust"  T5SE7  T5®T~ 
Cl G Dootamnt  74634,  Bay  12th,  194T. 

»♦  Records  CSDUrV  6,  TOC  Doouamt  160997,  August  ?94^t  Bar  Diary  8th 
Fleet,  TOC  Document  181259,  July-August,  1942)  Southeast  Are*,  level 
Operations,  Pert  X,  Document  40427,  pegs  S end  the  Campaigns  of  the 
Paoiflo  Bar,  0SSB6  1948,  page  105. 

*••  Bar  Diary  8th  Plaet,  BDC  Dooumsnt  161259. 
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low  visibility,  h#  felt  thct  his  orulssr  fore#  beoaiwi  his  pilnolpal 
—spoil r Ths  aallness  of  his  fora*  gtn  him  little  ocsio jra,  for  n*  we* 
oonfidmat  of  his  ability  to  defeat  Allied  surface  for— s in  oi($it  action. 

In  addition  to  his  aurfaoe  forest.  Commas  dor  Outsr  South  Ssas  Fores 
had  four  sulasa  ~lnea  of  SUKlOi  8SW,  throo  of  which  nor*  available  in  his 
area*  Theao  sub- surface  units  might  pro rids  seam  assist— so  in  attaoklag 
enemy  ships* 

Tha  above  Japanese  oapabilltiss,  whom  oonsidared  in  comparison  with 
tho  strung  Allied  tanitr  s»d  amphibious  support  foroes  seat  to  Tulegl  and 
(fciarinleerjal,  wars  limitod  indood.  The  ooufidsnea  axprsatrd  by  ftawndtr 
Outsr  South  Saas  Poros  therefore  sssms  to  Lears  base  so-shat  optimistic. 
Tha  disorspanoy  bat— an  his  appreciation  of  ths  utlpisd  objective  and 
hi*  actual  4a gras  of  insol— ssmta  lay  in  his  imdereatlnatlon  of  th# 

▲Iliad  strength*  Tha  Japanese  ao— odors  on  sarioua  so  he  Ions  estimated 
that  tha  azpactad  Allied  attack  on  Tulagi  and  Guadalcanal  mould  be  no  more 
than  a reconnaissance  landing.* 

(g)  JAPjjyPSg  OWAflAL  CCTCgT 


Pros  tha  prsooding  discussion,  it  is  apparent  that  ths  conception  jf 
Coamender  Outer  South  Saas  Force  au  to  tha  measures  ho  would  probably 
pursue,  should  Allied  forces  attempt  to  pauatrata  his  area,  wares 

(c.)  During  daylight  p to  —ploy  his  land»bas*d  si  rot  aft  as  a principal 
weapon  and  tt  employ  his  surface  forces  as  a secondary  weapon  possibly  an 
decoys  to  lure  the  Allied  foroes  intr  range  of  the  abav*  aircraft. 

(b)  During  nlgit  or  low  visibility,  to  employ  his  surfaoo  foroes  as 
tha  principal  weapon. 

(o)  As  opportunity  presented,  to  employ  his  subnarines  in  support  of 
both  air  end  surf  a—  attacks* 

This  oemoept  for  the  defense  of  the  Outer  South  So—  Area  would  have 
been  so— d,  if  adequate  air  and  surface  foroes  as  —11  as  adequate  buses, 
nor*  particularly  air  bases „ had  been  provided,  especially  in  tha  Solomons. 
Con mrdcr  South  Sees  For—  might  then  have  operated  his  surface  ships  under 
the  protection  of  land-based  air  power.  However,  as  has  beaa  pointed  out, 
suoh  adequacy  of  foroes  and  basic  was  net  available  at  this  tine,  with  th# 
result  that  any  ruriaoe  ship  attack  launched  by  Cue# Hinder  Outer  South  Saas 
FOr—  would  neeeesarlly  be  for— d to  operate  in  areas  under  dispute  without 
adequate  air  cover.  Tn  addition,  the  shortage  of  pianos  and  be— s from 
which  to  operate  thou,  eonblned  wiih  bad  weather  and  stmm  overconfiden— , 
permitted  an  brnrlom  landing  at  Ouadaleanal-Tulagi  to  be  aefeiovvd  by 
surprise. 


* Japans  sc  SouESsa si^Xrea  Vaval  ftp# rations,  ffErC  I,  T?.#,  Army  Historical 
Division,  Document  40427,,  July  31st,  1947. 
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ALLIED  Aj&A*  SWEETS 


(*)  ALLIED  CCMhAHI)  KELATIOBS  (Plat*  ll) 

Tha  acttira  Paoifio  area  had  baw  designated  at  an  ar*.  of  U.S. 
strategie  responsibility.  Thia  araa  had  baw  divided  Into  three  largo 
areast  tha  Southeast  Paoifio,  tha  Southaaat  Paoifio  and  tha  Paoifio 
Ooeanj  tha  lattar  being  further  subdivided  into  tha  forth,  Central  and 
South  Paoifio  areas. 

Tha  bouadariaa  of  tha  Southaaat  Paoifio  araa  and  those  of  tha  South 
Paoifio  araa  ara  of  inportanee  is  tha  etuty  of  tha  Battle  of  Save  Island 
aa  it  waa  within  thaaa  areas  that  tha  epa rations  in  oonnsetion  with  thia 
station  war*  oonduoted.  Tha  portinant  portions  of  tha  aortharn  and  east- 
ars  bouadariaa  of  tha  Southaaat  Paoifio  araa  swra  frost  Long.  ISO©  Boat 
along  tha  Equator  to  lfh>  Bast,  thonea  South.*  Tha  South  Pae if xo  araa 
' waa  bounded  on  th>  mat  by  tha  Southaaat  Paoifio  araa  and  on  tha  north 

by  tha  Equator. 

live  Paoifio  Ooaan  Araa  waa  uadir  tha  oomand  of  a Cnman  fa>r-in~Chiaf 
(cncpQA)  who  had  been  diraotad,  — nng  other  tasks,  to— 

(a)  Pro tact  essential  aaa  and  air  eoecuat  lost  ions. 

(b)  Propara  for  aacaoution  of  aajor  anphlhlouc  of  fans  ivee 
against  petitions  bald  by  Japanaaa  initially  to  ba 

i launched  fro*  South  Paoifio  sad  Southaaat  Paoifio  arson.* 

CX5CPQA  was  ahargsd  with  tha  diraoi  uN«Un  of  oesassd  of  ?«»bi«a(il 
armad  foreas  in  tha  Sorth  and  Cwtral  Paoifio  araa.  tbder  tola  authority 
and  general  diraotioc  waa  tha  Comae dar  South  Paoifio  Araa  (CdBQPiC)  who 
axaroised  oomand  of  ocnblned  amad  fores  a thloh  wars  at  any  tins  assign- 
ad  to  that  araa.  Tha  Coamndsr  South  Paoifio  Araa  waa  also  frwander 
* South  Paoifio  Pores,  (CCM80PACP0S).  Under  COMPtOPACPOR  wars  all  of  tha 

f naval  foreas  of  tha  All  lad  nations  in  tha  South  Paoifio  Araa. 

Tha  tasks  listed  a bora  for  CIECPG1  wars  aaslgnad,  an —what  nod  if  lad 
by  that  oomander,  to  CCMSQFAC  for  execution.  Thaaa  Modifications  nora 
spaoifl  ally  dal  in— tad  CCMSGPAC'  a reopens ibil it lea.  Tha  tasks  warat 

1(a)  Protect  tha  aerantial  aaa  and  air  oomunioationa. 

(fe)  Prapara  to  launch  oaophiblous  offonairaa  against 
positions  hold  by  Japan.** 


Th*  Southwest  Paoifio  Arsa  was  under  the  oowaand  of  a Supreme  Com- 
wander  who  had  bean  directed,  Mong  other  tasks , tot 

(a)  Check  eneagr  advance  toward  Australia  and  its  essential 
lines  of  coanonioation  by  destruction  of  snsmiy  combatant 
troop  and  supply  ships,  aircraft  and  basas  In. ...... .the 

flow  Guinea,  Biraarok-Solosaon  Island  region, 

(b)  Support  the  operations  of  friendly  foroee  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean  Arses  end  in  the  Indian  Theater. 

(o)  Prepare  to  take  offensive.* 

The  Supreme  Coanander  Southwest  Paoifio  Area  (COKSOUSSPAC)  had  as  hie 
naval  commander  a United  States  naval  officer  who  was  designated  Coeeumder 
Southwest  Pacific  Force  (COUSOKKSPACFOfi)  and  who  was  vested  with  all 
powers  ouetomarily  granted  to  the  Commanders-in-Chief  of  Fleets.  Under 
this  oommandar  were  all  of  tha  naval  forces  of  the  Allied  nations  in  the 
Southwest  Paoifio  Area.**  It  is  of  interest  that  when  task  forces  of  the 
Southwest  Paoifio  Area  operated  outside  that  area,  coordination  with 
forces  in  the  new  operating  area  was  to  be  effected  by  the  Joint  Chiefs 
of  Staff  or  by  the  C cabined  Chiefs  of  Staff  aa  appropriate.*** 

CIWCPQA  was  Adkairal  Chanter  V.  limits,  who  on  Kay  8th  had  assumed 
o catiand  of  all  lend,  aea  and  air  forces  in  the  Paoifio  Ocean  Arsa  except 
the  lend  defenses  of  flew  Zealand.  His  headquarters  were  at  Pearl  Harbor. 
CGKSQFAC  was  Vice  Adairal  Robert  L.  Ghoralay,  who  on  June  19th  had 
assumed  command  of  the  South  Paoifio  Area  end  the  South  Paoifio  Force. 

His  administrative  headquarters  were  at  Auckland,  flew  Zealand;  his 
operational  headquarter**  were  established  uu  board  ths  ARCCSHE  at  Houses 
on  August  1st.  COUSOPAC  was  empowered  to  appoint  cinimders  of  task 
forces  in  his  ares.  CGMSCMBSPAC  was  Oeaersl  Douglas  HaoArthur,  who  had 
assumed  oommand  of  that  area  on  April  18th.  His  headquarters  were  at 
Brisbane,  Australia. 

Thus  it  is  wvidsnt  that  unity  of  oonund  for  military  operations  ix. 
the  South  Pacific  Arsa  existed  at  this  time.  G0M3GPAC  was  in  oommand  of 
all  operations  within  his  area.  This  was  a tnurkod  improvement  over  the 
oomuad  organisation  which  had  been  in  exlutenos  at  the  Battle  of  the 
Coral  Saa  just  three  months  earlier  wherein  CCKSOIflSPAC  had  not  been  in 
Qcmuand  of  the  naval  forces  operating  within  this  ares.  Unity  of  oommand 
for  this  operation  was  effected  by  moving  the  boundary  between  the  South- 
west Paoifio  and  the  South  Paoifio  areas  from  166°  K.  Longitude  to  159o  K„ 
Longitude— a change  whioh  placed  Tulagi,  Gusdaloanal  and  other  islands 


'sre&r  rsnirs^ (m Tprzr ^rarrsrenBgrrriT : 

**  Secflav  Sec  rat  Letter  (SC)  M6-3(28)  April  20th,  1942,  page  1. 

***  Ibid  Enclosure  (A). 
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east  of  159°  E.  within  the  South  Paoifio  Area.*  Sino#  thee*  islands  wera 
the  araas  in  which  the  Battla  of  3avo  laland  was  fought,  all  operations 
within  these  areas  were  under  COMSGPAC. 

Any  support  rendered  to  C0U30PAC  by  COUSOMESPAC  or  vioe  versa  was  to 
be  by  cooperation* 

She  ooanand  of  o cabined  operations  with  Australian  foroas  was  as 
followst  If  carrier  units  ware  involved,  the  senior  Anorloan  nsv*i  of- 
fioer  would  be  in  oo— and  because  of  the  nature  of  oarrier  operational 
otherwise  when  the  naval  foroes  of  the  two  powers  ware  operating  thither 
and  no  oarrier  operations  wera  involved,  the  senior  officer  of  either 
power  would  be  in  command.** 

Such  were  the  aoonand  organisations  for  the  Pacific,  South  Pacific 
and  Southarest  Paoifio  areas.  Howavar,  in  order  to  understand  acre  clearly 
the  various  factors  whioh  culminated  in  the  Buttle  of  3svo  Island  it  ap- 
pears wine  at  this  time  to  explain  the  oonaand  situation  which  obtained  in 
the  South  Pacific  Area  with  relation  to  Ita  newly  assigned  Mission- -to 
* seise  and  oocupy  Santa  Crus  Islands,  Tulag.  and  adjacent  petitions  in 

order  to  assist  in  seising  and  oocupy ing  the  New  Britain-New  Ireland 
Area.*  This  mission  was  designated  as  Task  ONE. 

The  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  directed  CINCPAC  to  desip&a.,'  the  task 
force  commander  for  this  task.  However,  C CHINCH  gave  CIPCPAC  little 
discretion  in  the  matter,  for  he  stated  to  CINCPAC,  "It  is  assumed 
Qhorwley  will  b«  made  task  foroe  commander  at  least  for  Task  ONE  whioh  he 
should  oomsand  in  person  in  the  operating  area.”  He  stated  in  the  same 
i ulspmtwu  that  ths  sensandsr  for  Task  ONE  "ahould  also  have  a conference 

with  MaoArthur.”*  As  a consequence  CINCPAC  on  July  9th  designated 
COHSOPACFOR  as  the  Task  Foroe  Costnander  for  Task  ONE  and  directed  him  to 
exercise  strategic  oossaand  in  person  in  the  operating  area  which  was 
interpreted  to  be  initially  the  New  Caledonia-New  Hebrides  Area.  CINCPAC 
at  Pearl  Harbor  retained  over-all  oonaand.*** 

’ The  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  directed  that  direct  command  of  the  tac- 

tical operations  of  the  Amphibious  Foroes  was  to  remain  with  the  naval 
task  fores  commander j that  C0KS0HB3PAC  was  to  support  the  operations  of 
Task  ONE  by  providing  for  the  interdiction  of  enemy  air  and  naval  activ- 
ities westward  of  the  operating  area,  whioh  was  evidently  interpreted  as 
westward  of  the  South  Paoifio  Areas  and  that  CQMS0NB3PAC  was  to  attach  the 
necessary  naval  reinforcements  and  land-based  sir  support.*  CINCPAC  ad- 
vised CCMSOPACFCR  that  as  a consequence,  C0M8GN3SPAC  was  making  available 


* Joint  Directive,  tf.dE.  Joint  Chiefs  oF  Staff,'  War  Diary  li<5if3^AC/dff 
July  1942,  (COM INCH  to  CINCPAC,  022100  July  1942). 

**  Mar  D>ary  CINCPAC,  April  16th,  1942. 

***  Letter  of  Instructions  CINCPAC,  Serial  0151W  July  9th,  1942. 
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certain  turf  ace  and  air  forces  and  authorised  COISlDPlCFf®  to  apply  di- 
rectly to  COMSCWiSPAC  for  any  additional  forces  required., '* 

In  accordance  with  hit  designation  at  CossM&dcr  for  Task  OHS,  CCSISO- 
PACFOR  issued  an  Operation  Plan  wherein  he  fo rased  two  tank  forces  to  carry 
out  hit  mission.  One  of  these  task  forces  he  designated  at  TF  61 , the 
Expeditionary  Force i the  other  ae  TF  S3,  the  Shorn  Baaed  Aires  aft.  TF  SJ. 
was  composed  of  three  leaser  teak  forces;  one,  the  Air  Support,  Force  ©en- 
listing of  three  Paoifio  Fleet  carrier  task  forces,  IVw  U,  Id  end  18; 
one,  the  naval  forces  transferred  by  CCM8CWSSPAC  for  this  operation  end 
termed  TF  44;  and  one,  the  South  Pacific  ftmphSMou*  Force,  W 62,  TF  63 
was  composed  of  all  land-based  and  tenuier-based  airwrmft.  attached  tc  the 
South  Paoifio  Force,  and  of  the  aircraft  twnporsrlly  mttaohed  end  basing 
on  ieiands  in  the  South  Paoific  Area,  Ifo  dml gusited  Vice  Admiral  Frank 
Jack  Fletoher,,  DSN,  CTF  11,  who  was  oonmandor  of  the  Paoific  Fleet  Strik- 
ing Force,  c foroe  consisting  entirely  of  carrier  task  forces,,  as  vlF  61 
and  Rear  Admiral  John  Sidney  WteCata  as  CPF  63.  Fie  directed  that  coordina- 
tion between  these  two  forces  tc  be  through  corporation,  although  ha 
directed  CTF  63  to  supply  aircraft  support  to  CTF  61  cm  ©all*** 

CTF  61  then  issued  an  Operation  Plan  in  which  he  es.  aligned  ootm&nd  of 
the  Air  Suppo  rt  Force  (81, a)  to  CTF  18  as  CTO  81*1  in  the  Vf&SP,  and  ooaesexid 
of  the  Amphibious  Force  (til* Z)  to  th®  Command*:*  South  F&cifio  Amphibious 
Foroe,  CTF  62  in  the  KCCAWLET.  Ho  retained  oo Ksunnd  of  TP  11  which  for 
thie  operation  beoaivt  TCi  61,1«>1  and  continued  to  fly  his  flag  in  the 
SARATOGA.  TCI  61,2  was  oomposimid  cf  the  following*  T?'  62;  three  h®*vy 
cruisers,  one  light  cruiser  and  six  destroyers  fra®  he  South  Paoifio 
Command;  and  TF  44  less  one  hoary  cruiser,***  ?•©  61*2  tharemfter  employer* 
the  designation  CLP  62  and  organised  hi*  commend  accordingly „ 

This ’designation  of  CTF  11  as  the  Commander  Expeditionary  Iforce  with 
the  title  C!.1?1  01  w»»  * necessary  requirement  for  this  operation,  Shis  mas 
because  CTF  81  was  the  only  combat  trained  oar;  ier  task  force  eCMmander 
within  the  command,  and  It  was  felt  that  it  was  shore  important  to  retain 
hi*  within  the  carriers  than  to  give  him  freedom  of  notion,  to  go  where  h» 
desired.  This  kept  hi*  far  ».way  from  the  icene  of  Aotiou , 

In  this  connection,,  experience  has  shows,  that  it  Sa  generally  wiser 
for  the  Supreme  Tactical  C <wrwio.de  r to  place  hiraself  within  the  amphibious 
forew  during  landing  operation*  and  within  the  covering  foroe  if  Action 
with  enesy  surface  forces  ia  Imminent,  'Bits  enables  him  to  keep  himrelf 
continuously  informed  of  the  constantly  changing  situation  and  permits 
him  to  «anpioy  hie  camnKatioutlcns  freely  once  contact  with  the  enemy  b,u* 
been  made.  This  wm  the  practice  in  later  operations  #u.  :v  an  OK IMW. 
where  the  fleet  cotawcudor  -va*  in  on^  of  tha  older  cruisers.  He  was  thus 


■“thsh gsrisrsaarss^  “WKrirar; — 

*"  CQHS0PA0P0&  Operation  Plan  1-4?,  Serial  0017',  July  18th,  194?, 

***  CTF  61  Operation  Order  1-42.  July  28uh»  1&42* 
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abl®  to  ibw  freuiy  to  thus  poeition  of  paramount  interest  without  ap- 
preciably wwikeffllug  ti.®  #tjr#®.&th  of  the  force  to  wnioh  he  war  ncisirally 
assigned,*' 

It  wall  be  noted  Tram,  t hm  #»lw w«  that  CTF  6.1  wax  also  CfO  31.1.1 
well  ms  Commndar  Striking  faro »*  laaifi<  Fleet  and  CTF  lit  that  CYF  62 
erne  also  01(161.2  and  that  may  of  to®  other  cai-uardari  bore  several 
designations,  aoet  of  which  feed  no  connection  with  the  maligned  opera- 
tion. Such  a multiplicity  of  diverge  title*  uould  not  hare  but  been 
confuting  to  the  ocmsnders  eonoamitf,  as  well  a*  to  the  subordinate 
cowaander#  throughout  whatever  eohelun. 

(b)  ngyoWATICi  AVAILABLE  TO  ALLIED  CUHAIDgR 

COMSOPAC  realised  fr t»  indication*  that  the  Japanese  were  planning 
to  extend,  to  the  ftoutfa  and  Southeast,  the  control  then  held  on  most  of  the 
f/,w  Cfuijj/wa-Sww  Brit&in-Northarn  Solomons  Area,  and  were  therefore  con- 
solidating and  improving  their  position*  there-** 

Ha  knew  the  location  cf  aost,  if  not  all,  of  the  Japanese  airfields 
and  seaplane  baso*  in  the  theater  at  operations  and  bad  daily  reconnais- 
sance information  «-£*  their  employment.  3e  knew  that  the  Japanese  were 
<iaveloping  throe  airfields,  one  at  Lung*  Point,  Guadalcanal  Island;  one  at 
Xi<at*»  Bougainville  Island,  ar.d  mo  at  Buka  Passage,  Buka  Island.  He 
further  knew  that  the  Japanese  based  seaplanes  at  Rabaul;  Kekate  Bay, 

Sants  Isabel  island;  Short. I and  Islands;  Kictr,  Bougainville  Island; 

Giso  Island;  Tulagi  Harbor,  Florida  Island;  and  Buka  Passage.** 

He  believed  t hat  All  three  airfields  were  in  satisfactory  operating 
condition  and  that  £i*ta,  vJsa  Icuier,  w»s  reoeivinc  personnel  and 
equipment* **  Actually  the  Buka  airfield  was  in  an  advanced  state  of  con- 
struction,. feeing  completed  on  August  8th;  the  oonatruotlon  of  the  Cieta 
airfield  had  b mm  stepped.  oresuaably  in  July,  and  the  airfield  at  Lunga 
Point  vrm  well  adraa seed,  b»iag  coisplotsd  on  August  6th. 

31#  believed  ’that  there  were  four  heavy  o ruisers  of  Cruiser  Division 

‘S  ?ind  throe  light  o.ruieer*  of  Cruiser  Division  18  in  the  Rxbaul-tavieng 
Arm.***  This  was  approximately  oorreefr.  However,  there  were  but  two 
light  ond«n  there— >the  Additional  cruiser  we*  a large  heavy  cruiser*  the 
CHQEAT. 

• ^m^rTOiToT  m*rf 

at  the  tine  to  Consodore  Eitthnrd  W.  Bates.,  CBS  (Rat; , Head  of  Dept,  of 
Analysis,  Wove  1 'War  College  co.  June  let,  1949. 

*•«*  CQUSOPAC  Serial  001?  July  16th,  1942  Appendix  lit  and  CTF  62  Operation 
Plea  AS-4g-Sw.OO20  Anuix  EAST,  July  SOth,  1942,  Part  (1). 

***  CIJStePAC  Skir.lsil  016}, FT  to  CCHSOPAC,  July  Sth,  1942,  Heferenee  "C" 
XffiforwatioTO  on  Bhroy  Force#  and  Per  It  ion*  iu  S0BE8PAC  Are*  up  to 
July  10th,  1942. 
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He  believed  that  there  were.  thirteen  •ietfiroyjrs  of  ~RSH04  * SIX  tro 
THIHTT-FOTJt  in  th*  area.*  This  vw«  prriiaiiy  oorreot  in  that  t »r*  were 
eight  rather  than  thirteen  destroyer*?  t A-.1  eight  destroyers  vara  froa  DBS~ 
Ed  SIX  and  all  appear  to  hay*  b®wa  assigned  to  *»oort  duty. 

Ho  believed  that  tfcara  vara  about  fifteen  aubstarinaw  in  the  blanarok- 
law  0uin*a-8olanona  Area.*1  Erie  va*  aarkadly  incorrect  as  there  vara  Hit 
tan  etdnarines  in  tt ' antira  O'tar  South  Sana  Area  at  the  tlaw  of  lacdir?. 

Cf  these,  but  two,  froti  SUKiGla  SUVE1,  appear  to  have  baas  in  th»  6i«s»:roV- 
■#v  ffuinaa-Soloaon  Area, 

Ha  knew  quit*  oorrsctly  that  then*  vara  bens  AV*  e and  three  or  four 
XAV*  a in  tha  Mabaul  arse, 

Ha  knew  th  .t  tha  Japanese  air  strength  In  tha  BisAerck-Hew  Suinea- 
SoIosjou*  Are.  vac  about  sixty  VF,  sixty  73  and  thirty  Vp  planar  — a total 
of  150  on  duly  20th,  * Ihla  jstiaata,  at  laact  for  August  6th,  vaa  about 
too  high,  duo  perhaps  in  part  to  losses  si  Jferod  frets  Alliad  air  strike* 
on  Sabaul  and  on  operational  lenses.  Actually  there  were  preset  on  August 
6th  a beet  forty-eight  VP,  forty-sight  YB  and  fifteen  Yi*.  Ha  believed  that 
about  eight  of  tha  eherre  filters,  equipped  with  pontoons  cc  float  planes, 
cud  about  *®v*n  to  ten  cf  tha  patrol  planes  ware  operating  in  tha  TulagJ 
area.**  Sir  oatier  k.  of  tha  pianos  in  the  Tulagl  am  was  reasonably  cor- 
rect. 


He  realist  1 that  the  Japanese  capability  of  striking  with  land-based 
air  power  at  Alliad  Force*  in  th«  Guadalcanal  Area  was  real  and  that  attatur? 
oould  ha  cxpcct&d.e 

He  taaww  that  the  strength  of  _h*  striking  fereas  which  tha  Japaiiasa 
eculd  bt  ig  to  bear  tgalrvt  his  operations  in  the  Outdaloenal-Tulagi  Area 
had  been  greatly  decreased  by  tha  Japanese  losses  during  the  Battle  of  the 
Corel  5mm  u«d  the  uuttls  of  hidwry. However,  h*  realise**  that  there 
oould  well  be  still  strong  Japanese  forces  in  or  ae*"*  t'ws  area. 

Ho  wnn  era:'*  of  the  air  strength  in  the  Mar  shall -Gilbert  Islandu  Area 
and  ir  tli’'  Ihuk-Ponapa  Island  Ares,  end  the  «i  .panes*  capability  resulting 
thorafrea,  of  quick  relnfortcataat  of  the  divarok-Het  Guicea-aoloacms 
Area.****  It  ewan^^uited  that  Us  rwxnforoooant  wet  not  ecooaplished  un- 
til after  the  Battle  of  Servo  lei  and* 


insw'srsf-mjTszfZTT^^  i&r&zn ttjt 

pare.  (oji. 

**  Ibid  para.  td). 

***  CIBCPtC  Serial  01Rl>T  to  CCHSGt'AC,  July  9th,  1942,  pare,  2. 

CniCPAf  Serial  01&1W  to  CCHSOTAC,  July  8th,  1842,  Uferenoe  "C". 
Information  on  Kbaay  Foiees  ud  Positioner  in  SOnSPiG  Area  up  to 
July  10th,  1942. 
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F*  realised  that  dcspit*  the  Midway  end  Corel  Sot  losses,  a definite 
Japan***  otj  nullity  existed  of  supporting  Japanese  land- baaed  air  with 
carrier-betel  «.ir  operating  fro»  carrier  task  groups.  Hi*  air  searches 
were  tha/efora  desired  to  'lisocvsr  tuch  carrier  forces  before  th  y oould 
reujh  effa  tire  striking  positions.*  Tais  latter  concept  t»ni  to  have 
been  the  greatest  activating  consideration  in  all  of  the  planning  in  the 
condzot  of  searches  in  both  SCPJLC  and  SCWE3IAC  and  in  the  duploymuit  of 
forces.  Actually  there  cere  no  Jap&nese  carrier  teak  groups  within  the 
area  and  none  appeared  until  the  Allied  beachheads  had  bean  reasonably 
well  secured. 

Finally,  he  knew  that  the  existing  Japanese  reconnaissance  operated 
in  depth  Hs  therefore  felt  that  surprise  na  Improbable.**  Actually, 
although  Japanese  searches  and  reconnaissance  did  in  fact  operate  in 
depth,  there  appear  to  have  been  no  Japanese  searches  or  reconnaissance 
on  the  day  of  the  Allied  sppro&oh,  so  that  the  Allies  did,  in  fact* 
achieve*  surprise. 

(o'  /ILlgD  UgP  AID  TCTUER- BASED  AIRCRAFT 

(1)  South  Paoiflo  (SOPAC) 

The  land  and  tender-based  aircraft  in  the  South  Pacific  Area  had 
been  organised  as  has  been  pointed  out  earlier  into  a demand  under  hear 
Admiral  John  Sidney  McCain,  U.3.H.,  (COHAIBSOTAC) . The  units  of  this 
force  ware  employed  chiefly  for  tha  protection  of  SOPAC  basea  and  the 
essential  sea  and  air  aamunications A1BS0PAC  Included  Amy,  Bevy, 
Marin*  Corps,  and  Royal  Sec'  Zealand  Air  Force  units. 

The  administrative  uiganieaticn  of  these  imit*  was  divided^  As 
regard*  training  in  particular,  CCMAIBSOPAC  was  ohargsd  with  tha  training 
of  Bavy  and  Marine  Corps  aviation,  whereas  the  Demanding  General  of  U.8. 
Amy  Forces  in  tha  South  Pacific  Area  (CCKGEBSOPAO)  - a ooauaand  assumed 
by  General  hi  Hurd  F.  Sanson,  U.S,  Amy  Air  Corps  on  July  26th,  1942  - 
was  charged  with  the  training  of  all  As  my  Air  Corps  units . The  Royal 
Haw  Zeelanu  Air  Force  units  prssent  in  fiOPAC  Area  were  un  ar  the  un  ity 
of  cosraand  structure  for  tfc*  particular  bane  at  which  they  war®  located, 
and  this  placed  them  under  a U.S,  Aray  of  fleer  in  every  case. 

The  tactical  ftparvtimss  of  all  SGPAC  aircraft  fVr  tha  support  of  the 
Allied  amphibious  offsnsire  which  led  to  the  Battle  of  Save  Island  wore 
placed  v&der  the  oostoand  of  CCMAXRS<2*£1  whose  tactical  title  we*  C«e- 
aaader  Task  iroTOe  SI  (CTF  6S).  CTF  63  -availed  hj^elf  of  the  advice  of 
CCMSRKSOPAC  and,  owing  to  tha  wide  dispersion  and  ditfsiailar  composition 
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of  ths  air  organisation,  allowed  tho  latter  a certain  mount  of  opera- 
tional discretion. 

Table  2 shorn  a tabulation  (by  mailers  and  locations)  of  the  plenes 
available  to  GT?  63  ou  Angunt  6th  - the  day  prior  to  the  initial  Amor loan 
landings  In  the  Solomons,  and  the  day  that  the  Allied  Expeditionary  force 
approached  within  range  of  the  Japanese  leadiased  airot  aft.  Of  all  the 
planes  listed  in  fable  1,  inn  only  ones  suitable  far  sseroh  and  attack 
missions  over  and  beyond  the  objective  are®  were  the  Arsqr  B-l?s  and  the 
levy  P0T-6«.  The  limiting  ranges  of  the  ether  aircraft  rsatricted  their 
rcles  to  defense  of  base#,  air  coverage  for  surface  units  within  range  of 
those  bases,  and  routine  anti-submarine  patrols.  For  this  reason  these 
aircraft  did  not  participate  in  operation*  direct.; y involved  in  the  Battle 
of  3avo  Island,  and  »r*  dropped  fro®  further  discussion. 

In  the  Solomons  offensive,  the  B-17  was  the  better  search  plane 
over  Japanese,  held  positions!  in  the  island#  where  enemy  fighters  might  be 
encountered.  The  0-17  had  a spued  advantage  over  the  PBT-5  — 30  knots 
faster  oruising  and  45  karts  fester  maximum  speed.  The  B-J.7  had  better 
combat  qualities  ns  a result  of  itc  self-sealing  tanks  and  its  8 flexible 
50-calibre  gun  mounts.  As»  a bomber,  the  B-17  was  effective  only  to  about 
600  mileo  radius.  Thin  short  range  made  it  necessary  to  operate  it  from 
the  furthest  advanced  airfield,,  and  placed  an  urgency  upon  CTP  63  to 
oonqplate  the  airfield  at  Kspiritu  Santo  by  August  1st. 

The  PBT-S  was  better  suited  to  cover  the  wide  coean  areas  through 
which  Japanese  surface  units  could  approach  the  target  area,  and  in  which 
Japanese  fight*  re  were  not  likely  to  be  encountered.  The  advantage  of  the 
5*BT>  6 ovar  the  St-17  in  tiwue  areas  was  due  to  Its  greater  range  » in  the 
ratio  of  X&X)  salines  to  2000  miles  for  economical  oruising,  und  in  the 
ratio  of  000  miles  to  SCO  sU«.i  radius  as  a basher.1* 
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models  but  little  advantage  was  gained  frou  these  early  radars  other  than 
navigational  assistance.  These  radars  provided  a search  beam  of  about  15 
degrees  spread  norma)  to  the  line  of  flight  on  both  sides  of  the  pi  sue, 
designed  tc  b*  affective  to  about  25  miles  range.  A homing  beam  was  also 
provided,  ahead  of  thu  plane  to  an  effective  range  of  about  15  miles, 
Six-c*  the  pilots  did  not  oonaidor  the  lateral  search  beams  reliable  but 
placed  their  faith  in  the  hewing  beam  fd\ead,  these  early  radars  provided 
little  more  than  the  equivalent  of  the  reliable  limits  of  human  vision  in 
clear  weather.  Th*/y  did.  however,  aake  it  possible  to  conduct  night 
soaiohea  In  etour  -weather  as  effectively  as  day  visual  searches.  3inoe 
rein  squalls  mbowii  up  ou  the  radar  soopss  much  live  "sea  return",  these 
radars  were  about  50>  affective  in  bad  weather,  day  or  night.**  Their 


" V Xr^priine"  ohar®^terTi^T3iri"  YavaY  Her  'tfol'legeT"  June  li/42. 

**  Tscticai  use  of  Radar  in  Aircraft,  Radar  Bulletin  Ho.  2.,  COMIHCH 
J'lly  29th,  1942. 
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chief  value  to  pilot*  ims  derived  from  thoir  ability  to  piok  up  land  at 
about  sixty  mil**  at  sea,  depending  upon  tb*  altitude  of  th*  terrain,  and 
as*ist*d  greatly  in  fixing  their  navigational  position*, 

Tho  total  of  thirty- two  B-17*  in  th*  South  Pacific  Area  on  August  6th 
were  assigned  to  the  four  squadrons  (the  Twenty-Sixth,  Forty-Second,  Ninety - 
Eighth  and  Four  Hundred  and  Thirty-First  Baabardmsnt  Squadrons)  of  th* 
m.RVTOlTH  Bombardment  Group,*  The  KLEYSKTH  Bonbanhsent  Group  had  been  form- 
ed  in  Hawaii  in  mid-July  and  designated  as  the  Mobile  Air  Foroe,  Pacifio 
Ooean  Area.  As  suoh,  its  disposition  anywhere  within  th*  Pad  fie  Ocean 
Area  rested  with  the  discretion  of  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff,  who  deter- 
mined upon  its  employment  In  the  South  Paoifio  Area  in  eupport  of  the 
Allied  offensive  in  the  Solomons.** 

The  disposition  of  these  aircraft  on  August  6th  (Table  1)  was  the 
deployment  ordered  for  Task  ONI  in  the  Solomons  by  C7F  63  Operation  Order 
1-42  as  followst  five  B-17s  of  the  Twenty-Sixth  Bombardment  Squadron  at 
Sfate  and  fiws  B-17s  of  th*  Ninety-Eighth  Bombardment  Squadron  at  Kaplritu 
Santo;  ten  B-17*  of  the  Forty- Second  Bombardment  Squadron  on  Hew  Caledonia 
at  Kcamao  and  Plaines  Be#  daises  airfields!  and  a reserve  of  twelve  B-17s 
of  the  Four  Hundred  and  Thirty-First  Squadron  at  Nandi,  Fiji*.  This  dis- 
position was  not  hard  and  fast,  and  heterogsn  out  groupings  of  planes  re- 
sulted from  the  rotation  forward  of  reserve  aircraft  as  replaocaenta  for 
damaged  end  lost  B-17*,  and  th*  flexibility  with  which  airfields  oould  be 
employed  in  oas*  of  bed  weather  r emergenoiee. 

The  twenty-eight  PBY-6*  in  the  South  Pacific  were  disposed  on  August 
6th  (Table  1)  as  followat  six  planes  shore-based  at  Handl,  Fiji*;  four 
pi-—-  shore-based  it  Hiitaash  Harbor  mfatej  too  planes  shore-based  at 
lie  Hau,  Houma;  ten  planes  based  on  the  tender  CCBfiss  in  Segond  Channel, 
Espiritu  Sarto;  and  six  planes  based  on  th*  MoFABLAHD  at  Graoiosa  Bay, 

Hdani.  The  airoraft  tender,  MACKINAC  was  tn  rout*  *n  August  6th  from 
Noumea  to  Marsmasike  Estuary  to  establish  an  advanced  seaplane  base  te 
whioh  nine  PBY-6*  would  be  moved  up  an  August  7th, 

(2)  Southwest  Paoifio  (SOWKSPAC) 

The  land-based  airoraft  in  the  Southwest  Pnoifi*  Art*  inolnded  units 
of  both  the  U.5.  Army  Air  Corps  and  the  Royal  Australian  Air  Foroe,  This 
combined  organisation  was  oalied  Allied  Air  Faroes,  Southwest  Paoifio,  Its 
headquarters  were  in  Brisbsne,  Australia,  in  the  same  building  as  th*  head- 
quarters of  the  Supreme  Commander,  Southwest  Paoifio.  Major  General  George 
C,  Kenny,  Air  Corps,  TJ,S,  Army  assumed  oosnand  of  the  Allied  Air  Forces  on 
August  4th  - only  three  days  before  the  Allied  amphibious  landings  in  th* 
Solomons.*** 
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**  U.S,  Army  in  World  War  II,  Guadalcanal  the  First  Offsnsive,  page  27* 
***  Army  Air  Force*  In  the  War  Against  Japan  1941-1942,  page  134, 


This  sir  coxnand  was  divided  into  four  sub-area  oossnenda,  but  only 
those  units  of  the  Allied  Air  Forces,  North  Eastern  Area  with  headquarters 
at  Townsville,  Australia,*  were  involved  in  operations  in  New  Guinea  and 
in  the  Bismarcks  designed  to  check  the  advance  of  the  Japanese, 

The  19th  Bombardment  Group,  based  at  Townsville  had  been  designated 
as  a Mobile  Air  Foroe  in  July  - a Southwest  Pacific  counterpart  to  the 
11th  Bombardment  Group  in  tha  Pacific  Oervan  Area.  These  two  Mobile  Air 
Forces  in  the  Paoific  Theater  were  disposed  on  August  6th  against  the 
Japanese  advance  south  of  the  Equator.  Tha  19th  Group,  with  approximately 
the  same  strength  as  the  11th  Group  in  SOP AG  but  with  rarely  more  than 
twenty  B-17s  in  ooasiasion,**  was  the  ohief  offensive  weapon  against  the 
Japanese  base  at  Rabaul.  His  attaok  groups  suffered  an  attrition  rate 
over  Rabaul  of  about  20%  per  month.*** 

In  order  to  reach  Rabaul  with  B-17s  from  Townsville,  Commander  North 
Eastern  Area  had  to  stage  through  the  advanoed  air  base  at  Port  Moresby. 

His  bombers  usually  avoided  Japanese  sir  sttaoks  on  Port  Moresby  by  ar- 
riving after  dark,  and  preparing  for  the  next  day's  mission  during  the 
ni^it.  They  took  off  in  the  esrly  morning  for  Rabaul,  and  followed  a 
route  along  the  Mew  Guinea  ooeat  for  40  or  50  miles  to  gain  sufficient 
altitude  to  orosa  the  Owen  Stanley  mountain  range  at  approximately  7000 
feet.  They  disoovered  in  these  operations  that  the  equatorial  weather 
frequently  proved  to  be  as  dangerous  as  enemy  fighters. *3** 

Commander  North  Eastern  Area  had  pushed  the  construction  of  addi- 
tional fialda  in  the  vicinity  of  Port  Moresby  in  ordsr  to  obtain  dispersal 
of  his  bombers  and  to  base  defending  fighters  in  the  vicinity  to  ward  off 
Japanese  air  attacks.  By  August  6th,  he  was  able  to  base  his  B-17s  at 
Port  Moresby,  under  the  protective  cover  of  about  forty  P-39*  of  the  35th 
Pursuit  Group, 

He  had  alao  pushed  the  construction  of  the  Fall  River  field  at  Milne 
Bay,  New  Guinea.  This  field  would  not  taka  heavy  bombers  but  was  useful 
for  reconnaissance  pianos,  Ob  August  6th,  he  moved  s detachment  of  five 
Hudsons  frost  the  32nd  General  Reoonnaisssnoe  Squadron  of  the  Royal 
Australian  Air  Foroe  to  the  Fall  River  field  from  Port  Moresby.  This  de- 
tachment was  to  reoonnoiter  tha  Northwestern  Solomons  thsreafter.  ***** 

He  provided  for  the  air  defense  of  Fall  River  by  basing  there  the  75th  and  78th 
R.A.A.F.  Fighter  Squadrons  equipped  with  P-40  aircraft. 


» Headqu*!^ra/  Allied  Air  Foroes  "-  6peYft't  Ion  s Xn  s t ruot Ton  Vo,  TB7 
July  Slat,  1942. 

*•  Any  Air  Foroes  in  the  War  Against  Japan  1941-1942,  Page  124, 

***  Any  Air  Foroes  in  Vorld  War  IT,  Plans  and  Early  Operations,  Note 
27,  page  723. 
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*****  Letter  from  Major-General  Harry  J.  Maloney,  U.S.A.,  Chief,  Historical, 
Division  to  President  Navel  War  College,  October  11th,  1948, 


Oth* r air  group*  in  ths  lorth  Eastern  Area  mr» t tb*  3rd  Bonbardawnt 
Group  (17  B-26t),  and  th*  22nd  Eoosbardtesnt  Group  (about  54  B-28s  total, 
but  only  26  plana*  available).  Sino#  thasa  group*  were  alloyed  on  shorter 
rang*  attack  mission*  incident  to  the  SORESPAC  operations  and  did  not  ecn- 
tribute  directly  to  tha  support  of  tha  SOPAC  offensive  operations,  thoy 
will  receive  no  further  attention.* 

(d)  ALLIED  SEARCH  ABD  RECOElmlSSAHCB 

(1)  South  Pacific  (SOPAC) 

CTV  53  planned  tha  Allied  search**  frcai  South  Paeifio  bases  to  detect 
any  an may  interference  in  that  portion  of  tha  Coral  Sea  which  lay  east  of 
Longitude  158°  Hast.  Ha  designed  hi*  air  searches  to  cover  both  the  Allied 
operations  within  tha  Tulagi-Uun dal o anal  Area  and  tha  Japanese  upo roaches 
thereto  from  tha  northward  as  far  as  tha  range  of  hi*,  search  aircraft 
would  permit.  A primary  objective  of  these  air  search**  was  the  detec- 
tion of  any  Japan#**  carrier  striking  group  which  might  entor  the  South 
Paoifio  from  th*  direction  of  Truk  or  the  Marshall  Islands.*'' 

In  order  to  extend  the  range  of  hi*  **arohes  to  the  north  a*  the 
Allied  Kxpeditionary  Pome  moved  forward  to  Its  objective,  he  deployed  his 
seaplane  tender*  progressively  forward  to  establish  more  advanced  base* 
for  hla  seaplanes.  This  deployment  consisted  of  moving  the  CURTISS  with 
ten  patrol  plane*  of  VP-23  from  Motaeee  to  Segond  Channel,  Kspiritu  Santo, 
where  search  operations  were  ooaaaanoed  on  August  bthj  th-m  of  advanoing 
the  MCFARLAND  with  seven  patrol  planes  (five  PBT-6*  of  VP-11  and  t«»f 
VP-14)  from  Bournes,  to  Credos  a Buy,  Bdeni,  where  aearoh  operations  were 
commenced  on  August  Sthj  and  finally,  aftar  the  landings  at  Tulagi  and 
Guadalcanal,  of  advancing  the  MACHIaAC  from  Bwissaa  to  Harmsik®  Istuery. 
Malaita  Island.  Tbo  MACK  I A AC  provided  CTT  63  with  a seaplane  base  in  the 
southern  Solomons  as  far  north  a*  Tulagi.  Search  operations  were  oarmenoed 
from  Marmssike  Estuary  on  August  6th,  employing  the  nine  remaining  petrol 
plane*  of  VP-23  (one  of  tha  original  ten  had  been  lost  on  August  6th)  which 
had  been  operating  from  the  CURTISS  in  Sspiritu  Santo.  Th*  CURTISS,  in 
turn,  received  two  patrol  planes  advnnoed  from  Kavannah  Harbor,  Efate,  and 
placed  in  oommisslcn  one  plan*  of  VP-ii  which  had  been  undergoing  repair* 
in  th*  CURTISS,  and  thereafter  supported  thres  search  plan**. 

C7P  63  had  deployed  his  seaplane  tenders  in  such  manner  that  tlx* 
rear-most  one,  th*  CURTISS,  was  anchored  at  Sspiritu  Santo  whore  hie  most 
advuioed  airfield  was  legated.  The  CURTISS  served  as  s centrally  located 
command  oeater  for  Task  Poroe  63,  It  provided  headquarter#  for  CTF  63, 
C0MG5KSOPAC » the  11th  Bcmbarctoent  Group  (CTO  63,2),  and  the  CURTISS  seareh 
detachment  (CTG  63.5),  It  also  served  as  r ocsss&u;  lost  ion*  ship  for  tha 
air  operations  of  th*  field  at  Espiritu  Santo. 


’ * "indy “Air  forces  In  World  War  II  - Plans'  and  Httrly^eStrons^^ages 
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**  CTF  61  Dispatch  290657,  July  1942. 


Off  63  *•  land-based  searches  were  flown  by  seaplane*  baaed  ashore  at 
Inndl,  FIJI,  and  by  B-17s  located  at  the  airfields  of  Keplrltu  Santo, 

Kfata,  and  loiaao  (Isar  Caledonia).  Tha  3-1 7 a were  employed  in  Sectors  I 
and  II.  is  can  be  seen  from  Diagram#  "B*,  *C",  and  *D*  these  sectors  ex- 
t-  kd  over  the  southern  Selouses  where  Japans**  fighter  aircraft  were  to 
be  expected.  CTF  68*  s aaqiloymcnt  of  the  B-17a  over  the  islands  and  tha 
PHT-6*  over  the  open  ocean  exploited  the  advantaged  of  each  type,  ea 
analysed  in  the  previous  section. 

On  August  6th,  the  dey  before  the  Allied  Expeditionary  Force  readied 
the  Tulagi-Qu* lal  c anal  target  area,  Cff  6S  o undue tea  the  searches  shown  on 
Diagram  "B",  At  sunrise,  planes  took  off  to  search  to  the  following 
ranges i Sector  II,  760  alias  fro*  Eapiritu  Santo;  Sector  IV,  630  miles 
from  Kfritej  Sector  VI,  700  miles  from  Nandi , Sector  £,  the  range  of  which 
was  to  be  800  miles  from  Eoumae,  was  not  rearohed,  probably  because  of  bed 
weather.  All  other  sectors  were  reported  searched  with  negative  results* * 

At  about  noon,  August  6th  additional  patrol  planes  took  off  to  aeerih 
Scoter  III  to  700  miles  range  from  Kapiritu  Santo  and  Sector  V to  a range 
of  660  miles  from  Bdooi.  CTF  63  was  complying  with  the  request  of  CTF  61 
that  the  planes  searching  Sectors  ill  and  V on  August  6th  arrive  at  the 
outer  limit  of  search  at  sunset,  and  aearoh  the  return  leg  by  radar.** 

These  searches  ware  so  timed  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  Japanese 
striking  groups  approaching  undetected  from  Truk  to  the  outer  limits  of 
Sector  V,  or  from  the  Marshalls  to  the  outer  limit  of  Sector  III  by  sunset 
August  6th,  from  which  positions  they  could  advance  during  darkness  to 
launch  an  air  attack  an  the  Alliod  Amphibious  Faroe  just  as  it  reached  its 
objective  at  sunrise  on  August  7th* 

The  searches  in  Sectors  III  and  V were  reported  searched  with  negative 
reeult*.  with  the  uu*i>tiuu  tint  ns  report  received  from  the  plsne 
searching  the  wea  tarn-moat  subsector  of  Sector  1X1,  which  plane  failed  to 
return.*** 


The  basic  problem  of  the  Solomons  offensive  aa  visual  1 ted  end  an- 
nunciated by  CC6B0PAC  wui  "the  protection  of  surfaoe  ships  against  land- 
based  aircraft  during  the  approach,  the  landing  attack  and  th»  unloading” 
at  the  target  area.****  Ha  had  as «i pied  to  CTF  83  the  taaki  "oover  the 
approaoh  to,  and  epe rations  within  tha  Tulfigi-Ctadnloanal  Area  by  search, 
Execute  air  attacks  on  atwQ'  objectives  as  arranged  with  Ccvw&ander  Expedi- 
tionary Force  (CTF  61),  Bender  aircraft  support  or  call".*****  Con- 
sequently, C£F  63s*  searches  quite  properly  were  made  to  support  CTF  61, 
and  to  p^ruit  tha  concurrent  saqpleymsnt  of  South  Pacific  aircraft  for 
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****  CCMSOPACFCR  Dispatch  112000,  July  1942  addressed  to  C(JHIKCH,  CINCPAC 
and  CCiSBOBSaPAC. 
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- 26  - 


MMaUL 

■ ■ILK  J-JliMllf 


attack  eissions  against  the  Japtoau.  With  this  double  support  role. 

Cl?  S3  conducted  but  one  search  of  his  sectors  daily, 

CTF  8&*s  searches  Wei's  not  fully  affective  in  providing  the  piotse- 
tion  to  the  Expeditionary  Fores  which  COMSOPACPOR  considered  so  paramount., 
*nd  the  cooperation  of  SdlfSSFAC  land-bared  sir  units  was  necessary.  For 
this  reason  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  had  directed  that  C0M3GFSSPAC  would 
interdict  enemy  air  and  naval  activities  westward  of  the  operating  area, 
and  C1FCPAC  had  authorised  C0M3GPACF9E  to  dieoues  iioh  operations*  di- 
reotly  with  COKSCWSSPAC.  As  a consequence,  CCMSQPACFOR  directad  CTF  83 
to  Make  the  arranges  acts  with  COMSCHflSSPAC  relative  to  the  coordination  of 
aircraft  scouting*** 

(2)  Southwest  Pacific  (SdRESPAC) 

3CTOSPAC  scatrh  and  reconnaissance  missions  conducted  in  the  Forth 
Eastern  Area  prior  to  August  5th  were  » " 1 flown  free  Port  Moresby,  The 
searches  covered  the  approaches  to  Miln-  Bey  and  to  Buna.  The  reoonnais- 
canoe  missions  took  in  the  Japanese  installations  at  Lac,  Mew  Guinea,  and 
those  around  Xs*v  Britain  and  How  Ireland.  These  search  and  reoonnalnaar.ee 
flights  wore  chiefly  in  support  of  the  operations  of  30IVEHPAC  forces  in 
Sew  Guinea.***  Ckmsnder  Allisd  Air  Forces,  Forth  Eastern  Area  had  con- 
ducted but  ono  reconnaissance  flight  in  the  Solomons  during  this  prior 
period  - he  reoonnoitored  the  Tulagi-Quadaloanal  Area  on  August  1st,*** 
the  day  the  Allied  Expeditionary  Force  departed  from  the  Fiji!  Islands. 

It  eras  on  August  5th  that  SOftSSPAC  air  units  begsr  their  op  is 

to  support  the  South  Pacific  offensive.  CGMS0KE3PAC  had  previoi 
ranged  with  COMSOPACFQR  that  his  air  force*  in  the  Forth  Eastern  Area 
would  coordinate  their  operations  to  assist  the  offensive  in  the  South 
Pacific  by  searsh.**  oc*Be«ifltng  on  august  nth  { J-Z  way)  and  -standing 
through  August  11th  (D44  Gay).  SORffiSPAC  searches  would  extend  to  the 
limits  of  range  of  the  aircraft  employed.  They  would  cover  the  water 
areas  which  lay  to  the  southeast  of  a limiting  line  drawn  from  Madang 
(lew  Quines)  to  the  Kapingaunarangi  Islands  and  northwest  of  another  limit- 
ing line  extending  from  Tfegule  Island  to  the  easternmost  point  of  Few 
Georgia.  The  eastern  limit  of  his  search**  was  the  168th  meridian  of 
East  Longitude*  extending  northward  frost  Few  Georgia,  ’.omseno Ang  on 
August  6th,  SOWSSPAC  aircraft  were  prohibited  from  operating  east  of 
168°-15,(K)  lietoeen  tbs  Equator  and  Latitude  16°(S)  unless  missions  were 
requested  by  COUSQPaCFOR, *«** 


015XW,  page  3. 

•*  C04S30PAC  Operation  Plan  Mo.  1-42,  July  16th,  1942. 

***  Allied  Air  Foroes,  Southwest  Pacific,  Reaoa&Kltsaaa*  Reports  for 
August  1st  - August  5feh,  1942,  inn  uxive* 

*•**  CCSfiSCKESPAC  Dispatch  191034,  July  m2. 


- 27 


By  referring  to  Diagram  "3",  it  oan  be  seen  that  the  area  of  SCRB3PA5 
axr  aeerohei  covered  the  Biwarok  and  Solomon  ftaas  and  the  Pacific  Ooean 
approaches  to  these  IMSCCTRSPAC  gavs  instructions  that  the  en- 

trance* to  the  Coral  See.  from  the  north  end  frost  the  east,  were  to  be 
given  particular  attention  by  his  search  planes. 

Vhe  eastern  limit  of  &JRKSPAC  leorohes  mas  determined  by  mutual 
sgreesMCit  between  CCMBCS'ACFOR  and  CCWSOPHiSPAC . CTF  S3  had  suggested  to 
C CkSCS*  1C FOR  that  SQMBSPAG  aircraft  be  requosted  to  search  west  of  166° 

Sast  Longitude.*  It  is  presumed  that  CTY  S3  preferred  to  extend  hie  own 
searches  so  far  as  possible  to  support  the  operations  of  the  Allied  Ex- 
peditionary Force , sinoe  he  had  been  charged  by  CCABOPACPOR  with  the 
r*# antir ; si b i 1 i ty  cf  providing  (and  arranging  with  SCRVESPAC)  for  adequate 
soverage.  Certainly  he  could  be  more  assured  of  receiving  content  reports 
from  pltaes  under  his  own  control  then  from  3CWBSPAC  planes  which  wore 
merely  cooperating.  CIV  63  informed  COMSOPAC  that  his  own  searches  were 
disposed  to  isolate  the  Coral  Sea  east  of  Longitudx  X68°(R),*  and  that 
fer  increased  effeo liveness  his  searches  overlapped  that  meridian  to  the 
westward  by  an  average  of  120  miles.*  CCMSGPACFCK  informed  CUMSOBBSPAC 
of  CTF  63* a plans  for  air  searohsu  and  suggested  the  eastern  limit  of 
168°  Ftpt  for  SORBSPAC  searches.**  CCKSOTRSPAC  concurred  in  this  sugges- 
tion.*** ifoe  reason  for  his  aoquisecence  to  the  penetration  of  the 
Southwest  Psoifio  Area  (the  eastern  boundary  of  which  was  169°  Bast 
Longitude)  seems  to  have  been  revealed  in  his  dispatch  to  COMSOPAC  a 
weak  earlier,  wherein  he  had  pointed  out  that:  "all  available  aviation 

in  this  area  is  subject  to  actual  limitations  of  range. „..***•* 

(hi  August  6th.  five  isudsens  of  the  R.A.A.F.  32nd  General  Reconnais- 
sance Squadron,  based  at  Fort  Moresby,  reoonnoitered  Buka.  ffiete  and 
hougainvll la  Strait,  and  than  returned  to  base  thereafter  on  the  recently 
nonetrunted  field  rt  Pall  River  in  Milne  3«y.*****  On  succeeding  days, 
the  ttuMosi  searched  »r  ii ..  ift«u>uMg  through  the  northern  Solomons  as 
far  south  as  the  easternmost  tip  of  I«w  Georgia  island,  which  area  was 
referred  to  as  keoooreissanoo  Area  B. 

CossKiTider  Allied  Air  Forces,  forth  Barters  Ares,  also  initiated 
Reoonns.iseanoe  Areas  C.  D,  and  8 on  August  5th.  Rash  of  theas  areas  wars 
searched  on  August  5th  and  subsequent  days  by  one  3-1?  (or  one  LB-30, 
an  armed  air  transport  version  of  the  3-24)  operating  from  Port  Moresby.***** 
the  geographic  boundaries  of  these  „ ecoonaisseno*  areas  are  not  known 
definitely,  but  by  platting  the  time  and  position  of  raoh  oentaot  reported, 
it  has  bt^on  possible  Xo  approximate  the  treoks  of  the  searching  planes  on 
Diagrams  "B",  aC*.  *&*,  and  *8".  Reoonrai asanas  Area  C appears  to  have 
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CC3£SGPAC, 

»*  CCltfJOPAC  Dispatch  2202S0,  July  1942,  addressed  to  CCMSCWRSPAC . 
***  CCaBORLST'AC  Dispatch  260956,  July  1942,  addressed  to  COMSOPAC. 
*••*  CGMB0SIK3P AC  Dispatch  191034,  Julj  1942,  addressed  to  COMSOPAC. 
*****  Allied  Air  Forces,  Southwest  Hioi  to,  Rononnaisssnbe  dsport  for 
August  6th,  1942. 


extended  from  Vitiaa  Strait  •long  th«  south  coast  of  Sew  Britain  paet 
St.  George' ■ Channel  to  the  Peni  Islands,  thenoo  on  the  return  it  included 
Green  Island  and  the  Solomon  Sea.  Reconnaissance  Area  D conformed  ap- 
proximately to  the  line  between  ha dang  and  the  Kapingamarangi  Islands  and 
out  across  the  western  poiticn  of  the  Bismarck  Sea  in  a north-south  direc- 
tion. Reconnaissance  Area  S was  a photographic  coverage  of  the  ports  of 
Rffiheul  end  Kavieng  and  a search  of  the  see  areas  en route. 

CQMSOWESPAC’ s search  and  reconnaissance  operations  were  superimposed 
upon  hie  offensive  air  ettAck  missions  in  support  of  the  SOPAC  forces* 

His  air  offensive  was  directed,  commencing  on  D-Day,  primarily  at  inter- 
dicting Japanese  air  operations  in  the  Rabaul  Area,  denying  refueling  of 
Japanese  planes  at  Buka  anrcuta  to  Tulagi,  nd  smothering  the  Japanese 
alt  power  based  at  Lee  and  Salamaua  by  periodio  attacks  in  order  to  pre- 
vent it  from  reinforcing  the  Japanese  air  strength  at  Rabaul* 

COWtSOraSPAC  had  directed  his  aircraft  to  be  prepared  to  strike 
hostile  nav»l  targets  discovered  in  the  North  Eastern  Area.*  This  direct- 
ive "to  be  prepared  to  strike"  (rather  than  "to  strike")  naval  targets 
is  of  significance  in  this  study,  since  it  so  happened  later  that  the 
Japanese  Cruiser  Force  (which  attacked  the  Allied  Forces  at  Savo  Island) 
passed  with  is^punity  southward  through  the  Solomons  on  August  8th  and 
northward  through  the  Solomons  on  August  9th.  within  a 600  miles  radius 
of  Port  Moresby  during  twelve  hours  of  daylight  on  each  day* 

COMSOWSSPAC's  directive  is  here  analysed,  sinoe  he  had  been  directed 
by  the  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  to  interdict  hostile  naval  targets  as  well 
sa  hostile  air  operations  as  a part  of  his  supporting  role  for  Tack  ONE. 

On  August  10th,  the  day  after  the  Battle  of  Sevo  Island,  the  Army  Chief 
of  Staff  queried  COKSCNESPAC  as  to  "the  degree  of  aucoess  you  are  ob- 
taining. ••* in  locating  and  attacking  Japanese  surface  craft*"--  CCSiSC- 
1EESPAC  replied t "Had  arranged  with  Ghormley  for  missions  if  called,  out 
have  had  no  requests".***  It  is  revealed  in  the  light  of  this  statement, 
that  the  basis  for  CCMSOVESPAC's  directive  merely  "to  he  prepared  to 
strike*  hostile  naval  targets  was  the  agreement  reached  between  himself 
and  CrMSOPACFOa. 

The  arrangements  made  between  these  two  ocasmanders  weret  (a)  that 
Southwest  Paolfio  air  units  would  concentrate  primarily  upon  interdicting 
Japanese  air  operations  against  the  Allied  forces  in  the  Tulagi  a roe,  and 
(b;  that  SCWESPAC  aircraft  would  operate  against  hostile  navel  targets 
only  if  CCMSCIPACFQR  made  specific  requests  for  such  attacks  direct  to 
CCBS30KKSPAC  Area.**** 


" * CCte&uBKnkio  fcperetlon  Instru^iona  Tfo",  14,  July  2fith,  f54$,~  and 
Azmaxure  (A)  to  Allied  Air  Forces  Operation  Instruction  Ho.  18, 

July  31st,  194JJ, 

•*  Radio  *0.  6 58,  C J-DOT  2793,  C of  3t.  tc  CUC,  SHPA,  August  9th 
1942  (August  10th  11  Zone  Time)* 

***  Radio  Ho.  C-246,  CM- if  3796,  CIHC,  SWPA  to  C of  St.,  August  ; 1th,  1942. 
***  » COMSONSSh'AC  Dispatch  191034,  July  1942,  address  *d  to  COFSOPACFOR. 


The  reasons  why  CCWSOPACFOR,  the  designated  commander  who*  the  Joint 
Chief*  of  Stuff  had  charged  with  the  responsibility  for  the  execution  of 
Taak  OAK.  would  enter  into  such  an  agreement  are  nowhere  *et  down.  It  ia 
known,  however,  that  he  wai  convinced  that  CGMS0RESPAC  did  not  hare 
adequate  air  strength,  for  he  ntated  to  CGMINCHt  "I  ooneider  aeane  now 
prospectively  available  SOPAC  sufficient  for  aooosplisfanent  Task  OIK  pro- 
▼iJed  SCWB3PAC  Area  be  furniahed  suffloient  mui  for  Interdiotion 
hostile  aircraft  aotivitica  baaed  on  Hew  Britain-few  Guinea-Northern 
Solemn*  Area.”*  In  the  hum  mileage  he  quoted  a previous  dispatch  to  the 
effect  thatt  "The  air  forces  in  sight  for  the  Southwest  Pacifio  Area  are 
not  adequate  to  inter diot  heat lie  air  or  naval  operations  against  the 
Tulagi  are*."* 

However,  despite  this  inadequacy,  the  above  agreement  ia  not  believed 
to  hate  been  Bound  In  all  particular!*  COM3  OP  AC  FOR  waa  in  the  position  of  ( 
.isvlr  : to  r*ly  upon  the  cooperation  and  airport  of  S0HB3PAC  air  units  to 
looavu  and  interdict  Japanese  surface  forces  in  the  approaohes  to  TUlagl 
from  Rabaul,  since  this  area  lay  almost  wholly  within  the  SOHESPAC  Area* 
Should  not  SOKESPAC  aircraft  have  attacked  automtioally  a strong  surface 
ship  formation,  such  as  the  Japanese  Cruiser  Force,  heading  In  the  direc- 
tion of  Tulagit  The  Allied  Air  Poroes  North  Eastern  Area,  significantly 
enough,  had  launched  promptly  and  automtioally  a flight  of  B-17s  from 
Port  Moresby  on  August  2nd  to  attaok  an  aircraft  carrier  falsely  reported 
to  be  in  Rabaul  Karbor.ee  Ia  it  not  logioal  therefore  to  oonslder  that 
C0M3CPACFGR  should  have  insisted  that  CCMSOMBSPAC  direct  his  air  forces 
to  interdict  large  and  powerful  naval  forces  located  in  his  area  whioh 
were  obviously  making  advances  aoutirward  through  the  SolcmonsT 

It  is  clearly  evident  that  the  planning  and  the  operation  of  the 
Allied  forces  were  concerned  chiefly  with  the  enemy  capability  of  at- 
tacking by  air,  either  from  land  bases,  seaplane  tenders,  or  fro*  aircraft 
carriers t OOMSOPAfiPOP  h»d  expressed  this  oonoern  to  COIfINCH  when  he 
stated*  "1  wish  to  emphasise  that  the  basio  problem  of  this  operation  is 
ths  protection  of  surface  ships  against  land-based  aircraft....1*,*  Bad 
COMSOPACFDR  considered  wore  fully  the  enemy  capability  of  attaoking  with 
surface  ships  whioh  could  approach  through  the  30RESPAC  Area  under  low 
visibility  conditions,  ho  wight  have  exorcised  his  own  responsibility, 
rather  than  to  have  depended' upon  the  cooperation  of  30RESPAC  forces,  and 
t»v»n  measures  to  insure  that  the  threat  of  an  ena«y  surface  ship  attaok 
waa  met  before  it  reached  Sevo  Island.  Perhaps  then  he  would  have  been 
alerted  to  the  need  for  late  afternoon  searches  in  addition  to  the  early 
morning  searches  in  Sectors  II  and  IV. 


TOTBgg: — ■ 

**  Allied  Air  Forces,  Southwest  Paoifio,  Operations  Report  for 
August  2nd,  1942. 
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Perhaps  also  he  would  have  provided  for  the  air  coverage  of  ths  approaches 
fros  Rubaul  and  thus  have  precluded  the  necessity  for  CT?  62  later  to  re- 
quest  a special  search  of  thia  area.* 

(a)  COM54DJS I CATION  ARRAN CEMEN'TS  BETWEEN  COUSOPAC  AtiD  COtJdTESPAC 

* TfTc-STTTO * 

The  Communication  Plan  1-42  (Annex  "D"  to  CTF  63* a Operation  Plan 
1-42)  provided,  among  othei  circuits,  a common ioat ions  Met  "B"  established 
between  those  air  bases  f ran  which  both  long  range  air  searches  and  heavy 
bomber  strikes  could  originate,  This  included  Euptritu  Santo.  Ef ate,  and 
Mouaec  in  SOPAC  and  Townsville  and  Port  Moresby  in  the  Morth  Eastern  Area 
of  SO&ESPAC.  This  circuit  was  a rapid  and  positive  means  for  the  wide 
dissemination  of  operational  information  and  intelligence,  and  was  in  ef- 
fect an  Air  Operational  Intelligence  Circuit  (AOIC)  as  now  employed  in  the 
naval  communication  servioe. 

This  Communication  Plan  provided  an  additional  radio  circuit  known  ae 
Mat  "C"  between  the  air  basas  ashore,  the  tenders,  the  tusk  group  com- 
manders and  all  reconnaissance  and  bombardment  aircraft  in  the  SOPAC  Area. 
It  did  not  provide  an  arrangement  whereby  SOPAC  air  bases,  or  teak  group 
or  fores  ccasn&nders,  would  receive  messages  or  contact  reports  from  SCME3- 
PAC  aircraft  in  flight.  This  circuit  was  in  effect  a task  force  common, 
although  it  mas  not  mo  dec  ignited. 

COMSOKESPAC  Area's  air  communication  plan  was  promulgated  by  the 
Allied  Air  Forces  in  Signal  Instructions,  Annexurtt  "B"  to  Operation 
Instruction  Mo.  18 . These  instruction*  provided  for  the  establishment  of 
special  point-to-point  watches  at  Per  Moresby  and  Townsville  to  listen 
on  the  AIRSOPAC  (TK  63)  Met  "E".  These  instructions  further  provided  in 
narstrraoh  Sfusli 

r we  ' » 

"All  signals  originated  in  Morth  Eastern  Area  and  addressed  to  South 
Pacific  Forces  are  to  be  routed  via  Headquarters  Allied  Air  Force 
(Brisbane).  Additionally,  when  urgency  demands,  they  may  be  routed  via 
Port  Moresby  or  Townsville  on  the  above  point-to-point  series." 

Uet  "C"  also  was  guarded  by  the  three  Allied  Air  Force  base  stations 
In  the  Morth  Eastern  Area  - Fall  Fiver,  Port  Moresby  and  Townsville  - for 
the  purpose  of  being  sble  to  oemmunioate  with  aircraft  (in  fll^it)  of  the 
South  Pacific  Force,  should  such  aircraft  desire  to  oosm&m  lasts , listen- 
ing watches  were  maintained  and  transmitters  wei e raadty  to  reply,  but  uo 
provision  w»s  made  for  the  initiation  over  Met  "C"  of  messages  from 
SOHESPAC  bases  to  SOPAC  bases. 
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The  procedure  governing  SCWLSPAC  Air  Foi  oa  reconnaissance  missions 
was  set  forth  in  the  Signal  Annex  to  Operatic  ^s  Instruction  So*  2,  dated 
May  23,  1942.  Contests  made  at  sea  were  to  be  reported  inondietely  by 
transmission  at  the  target.  The  reconnaissance  plane  staking  contact  ms 
to  rauin  in  the  vicinity  of  the  sighted  target  until  reoallow  or  forced 
to  retire,  sending  MO*s  and  the  plane’s  Identifying  call.  The  Air  Force 
ground  station  to  which  the  contact  report  was  transmitted  was  to  repeat 
the  entire  message  in  acknowledgement. 

The  con-act  codes  and  ciphers  to  be  used  by  reconnaissance  and  bom- 
bardment aircraft  of  the  South  Pacific  Area  were  issued  to  the  Air  Cosnsand 
‘Headquarters , Townsville  and  to  the  Naval  Of fioer- in-Char ge,  Port  Moresby. 
Arrangements  war*  made  with  the  latter  that  Serth  Eastern  Aiwa  air  units 
have  access  to  the  codes. 

A study  of  the  above  cosnun  lest  ion  plans  for  the  air  forces  in  both 
the  SOPAC  and  SOIfKSPAC  Areas  reveals  that  adequate  means  vere  provided  for 
the  prompt  transmittal  of  any  contact  report  to  the  ccasaands  concerned  ao 
that  la aedlate  and  positive  action  right  be  taken.  CTF  63  made  arrange- 
ments with  COUS’WZSPAC  that  all  searoh  reports  would  be  immediately  re- 
broadcast  cn  the  respective  oircuits  of  the  air  oomand  in  eaoh  area.* 
However,.  the  employment  of  the  martns  in  SCHfPSPAO  in  practice,  did  not 
exploit  the  full  capabilities  of  rapid  end  effective  ooraunloations,  thus 
causing  long  delays  in  the  transmittal  uf  vital  information.  It  will  be 
shown  later  that  contact  reports  made  in  the  SORBSPAC  Area  fo  lowed  the 
echelon  of  coenon*’  before  being  broadcast  to  3CPAC  forces* 

Fleet  broadcast  schedules  were  the  primary  mean?  of  delivering  oon- 
taots  made  in  SOIfKSPAC  Area  to  naval  ur.ita  in  the  SOPAC  Area.  The  two 
primary  fleet  broadcast  schedules  that  were  available  to  deliver  vital 
information  to  forces  In  the  area  cf  operations  were  the  CANBERRA  (VEC) 
"3ELL3n  broadcast,  which  was  copied  by  the  S0RE3PAC  naval  unite  that  were 
involved  in 'the  operation  (old  Task  Force  44),  ana  the  Pearl  Harbor  (8FMS 
"HOR*  Fox  Broadcast,  whioh  was  cop  lad  by  the  SOPAC  na'al  unite. 

(f)  ALLIED  BEFLOTMMT  OF  NAVAL  FORCES 

(1)  Approach  to  Guadaloanal-Tulagi  Area. 

A large  concentration  of  norul  forces  was  first  a .(sembled  under  the 
covssand  oi  C0SN30PACF0R  'in  the  Ptj  Islands  in  late  July  1942.  CINCPkC  had 
made*  available  for  ths  execution  ,,f  Task  ONE  fchr®«  Striking  Forces  of  th® 
Pacific  Fleet?  (1)  Tank  Force  11,  flagship  SARATOGA;  {2)  Task  ?« -re*  16, 


* Ket  Tor  ^^TresTdant,  TTavaX  (Joi iVca*  He*r  TiSTraT  U.  ft.  Gar cliner, 
UbH  (Chief  of  Staff  to  CCMAIRSOPAC,  CTF  63,  in  August  L»<s2) . October 
2.0th,  1946 1 


flagship  EHThRFRISE;  add  (S)  Task  Force  18,  flagship  WASP.  C(»BCWBSPAC^ 
had  transferred  the  cruisers  and  destroyer*  of  Task  Porce  44  to  COMSOPACFOR. 
Thar-s  joined  at  Koro  Ialand,  Fiji' a with  South  Pacific  Area  Amphi*  ious 
Foroa  (Ttck  Foroe  82)  in  whioh  tha  Pirat  Karina  Division  was  entered,  to 
iosm  tha  Expeditionary  Porce,  TP  61 1 

Aft ar  conducting  rehearsals  at  Koro  Ialand  from  July  28th  to  July 
51ai„  the  txpeditiojw'ry  Force  (IF  61)  aortled  on  July  Slat  for  Tulagi. 

CTP  Cl  headed  to  tha  westward  for  konritude  165° -00*  (E)  Latitu  de  16  -30' 

(S) ,  passing  south  of  Bfate  through  th«  Mae  Hebrides  on  route.  At  1200, 
Av*u*t  8th,  ho  headed  hia  Expeditionary  Force  northward  along  the  neridirn 
of  169°  Seat  Longitude  and  resuined  in  oruiaing  disposition  until  1600, 
August  6th.  Thia  track  ia  shown  on  Viagra*  "B" . 

the  Allis'*  awproaoh  commenced  at  thia  latter  tiro,  CTG  61.2  (GIF  62) 
placed  in  effect  hit  Operation  Plan  A3-42  end  directed  th*  Amphibious 
Force  (TO  61.2)  to  take  tho  Attack  force  Approach  Disposition  AB-3  and  to 
proceed  to  the  assigned  transport  areas  (Area  XdAT  at  Lurga  Roads  ani  Area 
YOKE  at  Tulagi/,  caup lying  with  the  courses  and  tinea  specified  in  Attach 
Force  Approach  Plan  AR-11.  Aooordi  ig  to  thia  plm,  the  Amphibious  Foroe 
continued  north  to  reach  position  ’ stltuds  09®»50’\8),  Longitude  169® —00* 

(K>  at  223R,  August  6th,  at  whioh  time  course  was  to  be  changed  at  040° 

(T)  to  oloae  f'avo  Island  at  a speed  of  'tawalv*  knots.  In  the  execution  of 
this  plan,  thi j change  actually  was  node  at  225C. 

Tha  Air  Support  "oroa,  TO  61.1,  broke  off  from  its  oruiaing  poaiticn 
(relative  to  TO  61.2)  at  1830  by  ^hanging  eourae  to  SOS°(T)  and  increasing 
speed  tf  twaaty-twc  knots  to  past  through  Point  AUJS  and  **oint  BAKER 
(shown  on  Diagra  E)  seventy-five  nil  as  to  the  west  of  the  meridian  159® 
Fast  Longitude.  To  ini  BAKER  was  to  be  reached  by  0050,  August  1th  at 
which  tiw#  TO  61.  x was  to  change  course  to  090^(7)  to  roach  Point  Vi  CTOS 
at  dawn.,  the  -*iwb  miroraft  launching  pciitioa. 

At  0500,  the  Amphibious  Foroe  (TO  61.2),  in  a position  fifteen  miles 
southwest  of  Savo  Island*  deployed  into  two  groups s Group  KRAI  whioh 
proceeded  to  Longa  Roads  off  Guadelcanal,  and  Group  YORK  which  prooeeded 
m fulagi-  Beth  Groune  years  in  Iren  Bottom  Sound  at  dr. wn  and  arrived  ut 
their  objectives  shortly  after  sunrise,  Auguat  7th, 

This  deployment  at  dawn  - with  the  Amphibious  Force  (TG  ’1.2)  in  Iron 
Sottr*  Sound  and  the  Air  Support  Force  (TO  61.1)  operating  in  its  support 
in  the  are*  sou  h of  Guadaloanrl  Island  — established  the  strategic  die*' 
position  of  Allied  forces  wi*h  which  this  study  of  the  Battle  of  8*m> 

Island  is  concerned,  for  it  was  this  disposition  that  the  Jap&neso  Cruiser 
Foroe  had  to  meet  on  tho  8th  and  9th  of  August.  in  conjunction  with  thia 
disposition  of  surface  ships  if  TP  61,  COMSOPACFOR  had  the  land  end  teodmr* 
b«sad  aircraft  of  Task  Force  J6  deployed,,  end  COMSCRfRSP  had  his  land- 
based  air  disposed,  in  the  manner  already  described.  In  addition, 
C0MSGMHB8PAC  had  deployed  two  sutewsrinae  in  th#  Bismarck  Area  for 
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reoanzai aranoe  ard  attack  patrols* 

(2)  C \\i  61*1  Operates  His  Cerriera 

CT3  61«1  operated  each  of  his  three  oarrisr  striking  forces  as  a 
separate  group,  rather  than  as  a single  task  foreo  of  three  carrier#  a# 
wan  don®  in  later  operations.  He  fo ra*d  f,h am  into  a disposition  ap- 
proximating «j n equilateral  triangle  with  the  SARATOGA  in  TG  61.1.1  (TF  11) 
at  tbs  apwx  as  guide,  followed  five  miles  on  hi#  otarboard  quarter  by 
TF  61.1.2  (TP  16),  and  five  miles  on  hia  port  quarter  by  TP  61.1.3 
(TP  2£).*  In  this  aa.ai.5r  the#e  group#  raaained  within  mutual  ngpportiag 
distance  and  visual  signal  distance  of  one  another. 


CTG  61.1* a reasons  for  not  combining  hi#  task  groups  Into  one  Task 
Foroa  of  three  carrier a wwres 

(a)  His  belief  that  protection  of  a carrier  task  force  under  air 
attack  could  be>sfc  be  aoooraplished  by  the  separation  of  the  carriers  into 
groups*  coattilcing  only  one  carrier  etch,  es  was  don 8 at  the  Battle  of 
Midway.  At  thia  early  date,  maneuverability  was  given  alraoet  equal 
importance  with  anti -a indraft  fire  in  defense  of  a ta*k  force.  It  wma 
felt  that  separation  would  reduce  the  risk  of  collision  which  would  other* 
7*i*»  exist  iu  e tight  fo-wation  when  the  carrier#  were  taking  independent 
evasion  action.  In  August  1942,  the  lesson  derived  from  both  the  Battle 
of  ths  Coral  Sea  and  the  Battle  of  Midway  - namely,  that  an  independent 
sln.gi.3  carrier  ta?k  fores  could  be  readily  penetrated  by  J^panes^  attack- 
ing plane®  - had  not.  ra  yet  been  adequately  evaluated.  In  later  ationa, 
os  the  volume  of  anti-aircraft  fire  of  a task  force  tnnreaeed  in  ro por- 
tion to  the  inoraased  number  of  anti-air araft  guns  and  isp  roved  fir®  con- 
trol, the  importance  of  maneuverability  decreased  and  tha  necessity  for 
independent  freedom  of  action  for  each  carrier  obtained  to  a far  less 
degree. 

(b)  The  necessity  for  obtaining  eir  space  for  rsuue&vcus  and  breaks 
up  of  carrier  eir  groups.  At  this  time  the  realisation  had  not  yet 
evolved  that  fighter  defense  is  mode  easier  and  more  economical  by  con- 
centrating ships  and  by  controlling  a spot  defense  rather  than  a dispersal 
of  fighter  strength  in  defeno®  of  separated  targets. 

Wh.ila  TG  61.2  wsa  heading  for  its  anchorage#  off  Tulagi  and  Guadal- 
canal, TG  61.1  was  cpsrating  about  seventy  wile#  to  the  southwest  of 
Tulagi  end  ms  generally  steaming  on  a southeasterly  course  at  thirty 
knots  vrtiilf.  launching  aircraft,  sines  the  wind  was  from  that  direction 
and  was  vary  light.  This  tusk  group,  ccamnoncing  at  0630,  had  been  pro- 
viding air  cover  for  TG  61.2  Mid  air  strikes  for  assaulting  enemy  positions 


at  tetadal  canal  and  Tulagi.  At  about  0625  »ixteea  flghtan  (launched  by 
the  HA3P)  destroyed  all  of  the  Japanese  aircraft  based  at  Tulagi  - seren 
?ype-9T  flying  boats  and  nine  seaplane  fighters  - without  suffering  any 
losses  whatsoever* 

(5)  Approach  of  TG  61,2  (Amphibious  Force) 

The  approach  of  TO  61,2  was  blanketed  by  very  favorable  weather  con- 
ditions, in  that  there  were  clouds  and  suffioisnt  light  rain  to  cloak  the 
wdrance  of  the  force.  At  the  saae  time  there  was  sufficient  moonlight  to 
facilitate  taking  bearings  and  making  the  necessary  and  prescribed 
changes  of  courses,*  At  0406,  Amphibious  Group  XRAY  o hanged  oourse  to 
120°(T)  to  proceed  south  of  Savo  Island  directly  to  Lunge  Road*.  At  0600, 
Amphibious  Group  YOKE,  in  position  four  miles  north  of  Savo  Island,  changed 
course  to  120°(T)  to  moke  the  final  approach  to  Tulagi.  At  0614,  Fire 
Support  Group  MIKE  oonaenced  shelling  designated  targets  at  Tulagi  and  at 
0617  Fire  Support  Group  LOVE  opened  fire  on  Japanese  positions  at  Guadal- 
canal. Group  YOKE  arrived  at  the  transport  area  off  Tulagi  at  0657  ond 
Group  XRAY  arrived  off  Guadalcanal  Beaoh  at  0650.  As  a oonsequenoe  of  these 
weather  conditions,  and  of  the  failure  of  the  Japanese  to  U oate  TF  61  on 
August  6th,  the  advances  of  the  Asphibious  Groups  on  Tulagi  and  Guadal- 
canal were  effeoted  with  complete  suzpriee,  and  were  first  reported  by  the 
Japanese  st  Tulagi  at  0845.  This  message  was  -eoeived  by  Commander  Outer 
South  Seas  Force  at  0652,  which  time  has  been  aocepced  in  thir  analysis 
as  the  initial  contact  batmen  Allied  and  Japanese  ft  -oes.  At  this  time 
CTG  61,2  set  the  hour  for  landing  on  Guadalcanal  as  0910,  Augyst  7th.* 

(4)  Deployment  of  S0KESPAC  Sutnarines, 

COMSOSTESPAC  deployed  two  submarines  in  the  Hew  Britain,  Ne.i  Ireland 
area  during  this  operation.  These  were  the  S-38  anu  the  S-44  which  oper- 
ated independently. 

(a)  Deployment  of  S-44, 

The  S-44  departed  Brisbane  at  0930,  July  24th  and  headed  for  a 
patrol  station  off  Bougainville  Island  on  the  assumed  Japanese  traffic 
route  between  R&baul  \nd  Tulagi  where  she  arrived  at  0830,  July  3Cth, 

Sea  conditions  wore  poor,  so  the  C amending  Officer  heeded  for  a patrol 
station  off  Cepe  St.  George.  He  arrived  on  station  at  about  0560,  August 
1st  where  he  noted  some  merchant  shipping.  He  remained  off  Cape  St. 

George  until  morning  when  h«  headed  up  the  east  oosst  of  New  Ireland  ar- 
riving off  Worth  Cape  at  about  0600,  August  4th.  Here  he  encountered 
considerable  met  chant  shipping,  but  was  unable  to  close  it.  At  1846, 


* War  Diary  C^W  8Y,  August  l54z,  page  5, 


August  6th  h*  headed  Abound  the  vest  end  of  Hanover  Island  and  commenced 
cruising  eastward  alon  ; tiie  south  shore  to  the  entrances  jf  Steffen  and 
Byron  Svaits  whore  he  arrived  at  about  0700,  August  7th.* 
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(b)  Deployment  of  S-38 

The  £»■"*, 8 departed  Brisbane,  Australia  at  0930,  July  28th  and  headed 
for  her  patrol  station  off  the  entrance  to  Wide  Bay,  New  Britain  where  she 
v .s  directed  to  cover  the  assumed  Japanese  treffio  lent  between  Rabaul  and 
Gona,  New  Guinea.  She  arrived  on  station  at  1817,  August  4thj  and  at 
0300,  August  5th  penetrated  Wide  Bay,  but  discovered  no  evidence  of  Japan- 
ese activity.  The  Connanding  Officer  then  headed  for  a patrol  station  off 
Cape  St.  G ‘orge,  the  southern  tip  of  New  Ireland,  where  He  arrived  at  0610, 
August  6th  and  commenced  patrolling  again. ** 

The  decisions  of  tn©  Commanding  Officers  of  the  S-38  and  3-44  to 
change  these  patrol  stations  on  their  own  initiative  indicated  a correct 
appreciation  of  their  objective,  which  was  the  destruction  of  Japanese 
shipp t ~ and  their  positions  at  0652,  August  7th,  were  just  short  of 
being  very  fruitful  agtinst  the  Japanese  Cruiser  Foroe  enroute  to  Tulagi 
which  passed  out  the  south  entrance  of  Steffen  Strait  at  0660,  August  7th 
and  later  passed  very  close  aboard  the  3-38  at  1945,  August  7th. 

(6)  Deployment  of  Allied  Forces  at  0652,  August  7th. 

At  0652,  August  7th  - the  tine  at  which  Conn  an  der  Outer  South  Seas 
Force  received  the  initial  contact  re  >ort  from  Tulagi  - the  various  Allied 
forces  deployed  in  his  area  were  located  in  the  following  positions t 

(a)  TO  61.1,  Air  Support  Foroo 

Thia  force  w s looated  sixty-eight  miles  on  bearing  240° (T) 
from  Tulagi,  heading  southeast. 

(b)  TG  61.2  (TF  62}  Amphibious  Force 

(1)  Amphibious  Group  YOKE  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Tulagi.  Fire 
Support  Group  MIKE  had  commenced  shelling  the  Japanese  positions  at  Tulagi 
at  0614,  and  Transport  Squadron  YOKE  had  anchored  at  0637.  The  screening 
group  at  Tulagi  remained  underway,  the  CHICAGO  and  CANBERRA  operating 
with  the  BAGLET,  and  the  HENLEY,  HELM  and  BLUE  providing  an  anti-submarine 
screen  for  the  transports. 

(2)  Amphibious  Group  XRAY  was  in  the  vioinity  of  Guedalosnal 
Beach.  Fire  Support  Group  LOVE  had  opened  fire  at  0617,  and  Transport 
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Squadron  XRAY  had  anohored  at  0650.  The  underway  anti-submarine  screen 
for  the  transporta  consisted  of  the  SELFRIDGE,  JAKVIS,  MUGFQRD  and  RALPH 
TALBOT.  The  AUSTRALIA  and  HOBART,  screened  by  the  PATTERSON,  regained 
underway. 

(c)  Submarines 

(1)  The  S-38  was  patrolling  an  eighteen  Kile  line  parallel  to 
SW  Coast  of  New  Ireland  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  St.  George  and  eight 
miles  off  shore. 

(2)  The  S-44  was  cruising  submerged  about  three  miles  south  of 
the  coast  of  New  Hanover  en  route  to  Steffen  Strait. 

(g)  COMPOSITION  OF  FORCES  AND  TASKS  ASSIGNED 


(1)  Composition  of  Force* 

The  Expeditionary  Force,  TF  61,  was  a very  powerful  force  consisting 
of  two  almost  entirely  separate  forces;  one,  the  Air  Support  Force,  and 
the  ether  an  Amphibious  Force.  The  compos ition  of  these  orces  are  set 
forth  below. 

(a)  TC  ol.l  - Air  Support  Force 


(1)  TG  61.1.1  (Pacific  Fleet  Taek  Force  11) 

SARATOGA  (36  VF,  36  VB,  18  VT)  1 CV 

MINNEAPOLIS,  NEW  ORLEANS  ? CA 

PHELPS,  FARRAGUT,  WORDEN,  MCDONOUGH.  DALE  5 DD 

(2)  TG  61.1.2  (Pacific  Fleet  Task  Force  16) 

ENTERPRISE  (30  VF,  36  VD,  1C  VT)  1 CV 

NORTH  CAROLINA  1 BB 

PORTLAND  1 CA 

ATLANTA  1 CL(AA) 

BALCH,  MAURY,  GWIN,  BENHAM,  GRAYSON  5 DD 

(3)  TO  Cl. 1.5  (Pecifio  Fleet  Task  Force  13) 

WASP  (27  VF,  28  VB,  6 VT)  1 CV 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  SALT  LAKE  CITY  2 CA 

LANG,  S TERRE TT,  j IRON  WARD,  STACK,  LAFFEY, 

FARBNHOLT  6 DD 


(b)  TG  61.2,  Amphibious  Foroe  (TF  62  plus  SW  Pae  TP  44) 

(1)  TG  62.1,  Transport  Group  XRAY 

FULLER,  AMERICAN  LEGION,  BELLA TR IX,  MCCAWLEY(F) 
BARNETT,  GEO.  F.  ELLIOTT,  LIBRA,  HUNTER  LIGGETT, 
ALCHTBA,  FOMALHAUT,  BETELGKUSF  C RES ENT  CITY 
PRESIDENT  HAYES,  PRESIDENT  ADAkS,  ALHENA  15  AP 
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(2)  TG  52*2,  Transport  Group  YOKE 

NEVILLE,  ZEELIN,  KEYWOOD,  PRESIDENT  JACKSON  4 AP 

COLHOUN,  GREGORY,  LITTLE,  MCKEAN  4 APD 

(3)  TO  62,3  Fire  Support  Group  LOVE 

QUINCY,  VINCENNES,  ASTORIA  3 CA 

HULL,  DEWEY,  ELLET,  WILSON  4 DD 

(4)  TG  62,4  Fire  Support  Group  LIKE 

SAB  JUAN  l CL(AA) 

MONSSEN,  BUCHANAN  2 DD 

(5)  TG  62,5,  Minesweeper  Group 

H0PKIP3,  TREVER,  ZANE  SOUTHARD,  HOVEY  5 DM3 

(6)  TG  62,6  Screening  Group 

HMAS  AUSTRALIA,  HMAS  CANBERRA,  USS  CHICAGO  3 CA 

HMAS  HOBART  1 CL 

DE3RON  POUR 

SELF'RIDGE,  PATTERSON,  BAGLEY,  BLUE,  RALPH 

TALBOT,  HENLEY,  HELM,  JARVIS,  MUGFORD  9 DD 


(7)  TO  62,7  Air  Support  Control  Group 
Fighter  Director  Group  in  CHICAGO 

Air  Support  Director  Group  in  MCCAWLEY 
ir  Support  Director  Group  (Standby)  in 
NEVILLE 

(8)  TG  62,8,  Landing  Pome  (let  Marine  Division) 

Guadalcanal  Landing  Croup 

Tulagi  Larding  Group 

(2)  Taaka  Ac signed 

The  taaka  assigned  the  Allied  naval  forces  were,  in  parts 
(a)  TP  61,  Allied  Expeditionary  Forcj. 

(1)  Cn  Dog  Day  to  capture  and  oooupy  TUlagi  and  adjacent  posi- 
tions, inoluding  an  adjoining  portion  of  Guadalcanal  suitable  for  the 
construction  of  landing  field*, 

(2)  To  defend  seised  areas  until  relieved  forces  to  be 
designated  later, 

(3)  Tc  oall  on  TP  63  for  special  aircraft  missions,* 


TlSmSmiTT^rSVSm  T*T5n  T3Z7  TfuTy  WTIW5: 


(b)  TO  61.1  Air  Support  Force. 


(1)  On  Dog  Day  and  subsequently,  to  cooperate  with  Coanandor 
Amphibious  Foroe  by  supplying  air  support* 

(2)  To  protect  own  carriers  from  snsay  air  attacks. 

(5)  To  make  air  searches  as  seem  advisable  or  as  ordered.* 

(o)  TO  61.2  { T51  a2  plus  TF  44)  Amphibious  Force 

(1)  To  prooeed  to  Tulagi  in  tactical  support  of  Amphibious  Force* 
On  Dog  Dey  to  seise  and  occupy  Tulagi  and  adjaoent  positions  including  an 
adjoining  portion  of  Guadalcanal  suitable  for  tha  construction  of  landing 
fields. 


(2)  To  defend  seised  areas  until  relieved  by  foroes  to  be  de- 
signated later. 

(3)  On  departure  of  carriers,  to  oall  on  TF  63  for  special  air- 
craft mission*.* 

The  Amphibious  Force  was  composed  of  eight  separate  task  groups, 
but  sinoe  only  tho  Screening  Group  and  the  Fire  Support  Groups  LOVE  and 
MIKE  were  involved  in  the  Battle  of  Savo  Island,  the  tasks  assigned  to 
these  three  groups  only  are  pertinent.  These  tasks  were,  in  part: 

(a)  Screening  Group  - TO  62.6** 

(1)  To  screen  the  transport  groups  against  enemy  surface,  air 
and  submarine  attack. 

(b)  Fire  Support  Group  LOVE  - TO  62.3** 

(1)  In  oase  of  air  attaok  to  defend  transports  and  troops  at 
Guadalcanal  with  anti-airoraft  fire,  siting  under  tha  directions  of  CTG 
62.6. 


(2)  To  support  TG  62.6  in  sees  of  surfaos  attaok* 

(o)  Fire  Support  Group  MIKE  - TO  62.4. 

Seine  as  for  Fire  Support  Group  LCVE,  except  that  it  operated 
in  tho  Tulagi  Area  rather  than  at  Oia dal canal. 


~ W8T3pm= iEKsnrasr  i-g;  tit/' mKr&&7 

**  C1F  62  Operation  Plan  A3-42,  July  1942, 
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The  composition  of  TG  61.1,  ac  shown  abo%u,  combined  extrema  stability 
and  offensive  striking  power*  This  Air  Support  Force  mi  **®litid  upon  to 
meet  any  air  or  surface  threat  that  the  Japan*  r.e  might  be  able  to  bring 
against  the  Amphibious  Poseo,  in  addition  to  i sa  role  of  air  strikes  in 
support  of  the  landing  operations.  Allied  Intelligence  did  not  indicate 
that  there  were  any  pcwerf.il  Japanese  carrier  striking  forces  In  the  vi- 
cinity of  Tulagi;  but  the  responsible  oomssaudero  realized  that*  despite 
the  Japanese  carrier  losses  at  Midway,  strong  Japanese  forces  might  Hell 
be  brought  to  bear  in  or  near  the  Tulagi  area.  Serious  opposition  could 
be  expeoted,  not  only  from  land-based  aircraft  at  present  within  the  Bis- 
marck-New Quinoa-Solomona  area  hut  also  from  reinforcement  aircraft  which 
could  be  rapidly  flown  in  from  the  Truk-Ponape  Area.  A combination  of 
attacks  from  both  land-based  and  oarrier-based  aircraft  was  considered  to 
be  the  most  dangerous  opposition  tha  enemy  could  bring  to  bear.  However* 
the  Allied  oarrler  planes  were  considered  to  be  sufficient  to  counter  such 
opposition.  In  addition  Alliea  intelligence  dlsulosed  the  relatively 
limited  extent  of  Ja;  neae  turfaoe  strength  within  the  surea.  Consequently, 
Japanese  surface  forces  so  far  reported  were  scarcely  a match  for  the 
Allied  surface  ships  within  TG  61.1. 


TG  61.2  was,  as  the  above  listed  composition  shows*  an  extremely 
powerful  ansphibious  force  which  posaetsod  the  capability  of  defeating  the 
strongest  surface  forces  that  night  be  employed  toy  the  Japanese  at  this 
time*  With  the  support  of  TG  61*1,  it  also  had  the  means  of  defeating 
any  land-based  and  oarrier-based  aircraft  which  might  be  employed  against 
it.  The  Battles  of  the  Coral  Sea  and  of  Midway  had  seriously  decreased 
the  carrier  striking  power  of  the  Japanese  Combined  Fleet*  and  the 
limited  number  of  airfields  within  the  Solomon  Islands  restricted  the 
striking  power  of  the  Japanese  land-basedalrcraft. 


The  Screening  Group,  plus  the  Fire  Support  VJI  V'U|t*  LG*fo 
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had  sufficient  strength  t carry  out  the  tasks  assigned  it.  Its  primary 
role  was  to  defend  the  transport  groups  against  enemy  surface,  air  and 
submarine  attack  during  the  amphibious  operation*  During  daylight  hours, 
when  covered  by  the  air  power  of  TG  61*1*  it  waa  capable  of  defending 
itself  against  any  probable  attack.  During  the  night*  when  it  was  without 
the  support  of  TG  61.1,  its  preponderance  of  power  against  possible 
Japanese  surface  atta  \ was  considerably  lessened.  However,  it  was  cap- 
able, provided  its  stt  ength  wa*.  properly  concentrated,  of  defeating 
Japanese  surface  forces  known  to  be  in  the  area*  uhculd  such  forces  at- 
tempt to  interfere  with  the  landing  operations  during  night  or  low 
visibility. 

(h)  THE  ALL  USD  PLAN 

This  study  is  concerned  merely  with  those  aspects  of  planning  for 
the  execution  of  Task  {NIB  which  culminated  in  the  clash  between  Japanese 
and  Allied  surface  forces  in  the  night  action  near  Snvo  Island.  Conse- 
quently the  entire  plan  for  the  Allied  landings  and  occupation  f posi- 
tions in  the  southern  Solosmnehas  not  been  included.  The  Allied  plan  for 
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offensive  motion  in  the  South  Pacific  originated  with  the  Joint  Chiefs  of 
Staff  and  wm«  officially  wade  known  by  CQUINCH  to  CINCPAC  on  July  2nd, 

1942.  Operation*  were  to  OGS'Jwmtj*  on  August  1st  for  the  aoo<Mplishment 
of  ti m objective  In  three  stages,  with  ths  teak  for  eaoh  stage  met  forth 
me  follow* i 

(a)  tmk  OMRs  Seiuo  and  occupy  Sant*  Crux  Islands,  Tulagi  end  adja- 
cent position*. 

(b)  Task  TWO t Seisr  and  oacupy  the  remainder  of  the  Solomon  Island*, 
Lit,  Sal  annua,  mnd  th»  northern*  t ccr.tit  of  Mew  Guinea, 

(o)  Tmak  TKSEBs  Seise  and  occupy  Rabeui  and  adjaoent  positions  in 
tha  Hew  Guinea-law  Ireland  Area,* 

As  a consequence  of  this  directive,  CGMSOPAC  and  CGJISCTt  SPAC  held 
consultations  end  reooamvnded  that  the  operation  not  be  initiated  until 
adequate  air  strength  wufc  built  up  in  SQPAC  and  S058R3PAC  Areas,  They 
stated  that,  in  view  of  (1)  the  recently  developed  strength  of  the  enemy 
positions,  (2)  the  shortage  of  airplanes  for  the  continued  Maintenance  of 
strong  air  support  throughout  the  operation,  and  (3)  the  shortage  of  tr«ns» 
porta  and  the  lack  of  sufficient  shipping  that  would  make  pouaible  the 
oontlmsd  movawvn'  of  troops  and  supplies,  the  successful  aooouplieheent 
of  the  operation  \ *4  open  to  the  gravest  doubts.  They  the refora  jointly 
recommended  that  Task  CUTE!  be  deferred,  pending  further  development  of 
forces  in  the  South  Pacific  aid  Southwest  Pacific  Areas,  They  offered  an 
alternate  plan  chat  the  Allies  proceed  with  as.  infiltration  pree«ae  through 
the  Hew  Hebrides  and  Santa  Crus  Island  groups  until  such  tiwe  ns  bases 
could  be  developed  for  the  support  of  the  three  * iageat  of  the  operation  as 
one  continuous  Movement.** 

The  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  refused  to  defer  the  operations  already 
underway  for  Task  OIE  for  two  reason*  1 (a)  that  it  was  necessary  to  stop 

without  delay  the  enemy *> a southward  advance  that  would  be  effected  by  his 
fim  establishment  at  Tulagi,  and  (h)  that  *n<way  airfields  established  at 
Guadalcanal  would  seriously  haaper,  it  not  prev®.  t.,  Allied  eatcbliehraent 
of  bates  both  at  Santa  Crus  and  Sapiritu  Skntc,  They  agreed  to  provide 
additional  shipborne  aircraft  and  additional  surface  forcss;  to  inorease 
the  rate  of  flew  of  replacement  aircraft  and  to  sauce  available  for  the 
South  Paoifio  Arua  ona  heavy  bombardment  group  of  thirty^fiv*  planes,*** 

CGMSOPAC  and  CGB43CMBSPAC  then  went  ahead  with  the  planned  operation. 
CGMSOPAC  planned  to  accomplish  Task  OKB  by  seising  the  Tulagi -Guadalcanal 


‘Jois  t Directive  tf.§.  Joint  dhief 1 of  Staff,  liar  Mary,  CGMSOPAC  for 
July  194'  — CCMIHCH  to  CIHCPAC  0221C0,  July  1942, 

•♦CCM30PAC.  and  CCKS0WB8PAC  to  Joint  Chiefa  of  Staff  (COMIHCH)  Dispatoh 
061012  July  1942 «, 

***C0MIHCH  to  CCMSQPAC  Dispatch  102100,  July  1942, 
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araa  on  Dog  day  and,  aT  ter  it  had  boon  secured,  toy  sailing  Wdeni  in  the 
Santa  Crut  Islands.  Tha  purpose  of  these  operations  was  to  deny  these 
positions  to  enemy  forces  and  to  prepare  bases  for  Allied  future  offenrive 
operations , * 

The  plan  was  staple  and  direot,  An  mnphibicu*  force  of  suitable 
strength  was  to  seise  the  Tulagi  and  Guadalcanal  Area  under  the  t ir  sup- 
port of  land-based  aircraft  flying  from  land  and  seaplane  bases  within 
both  the  SOPAC  and  SOffESPAC  Areas  and  from  carrier-based  aircraft  within 
the  Expeditionary  Force,  It  was  also  to  be  supported  against  nasal  at- 
tack (both  surface  ship  and  submarine)  by  the  cruiser  and  destroyer  esoorts 
and  screening  ships  attaohad  to  the  asgihlbious  fore*. 

Based  on  the  intelligence  available  concerning  the  enemy  forces  within 
the  objective  area  and  those  capable  of  being  moved  into  the  area  in  tine 
to  interfere  with  the  landings,  the  plan  wao  sound.  This  was  particularly 
true,  providing  the  factor  of  surprise  could  be  achieved  at  the  objective 
area.  However,  the  Allied  Commander  did  not  expect  to  achieve  surprise,** 
and  relied  on  the  coverage  of  his  land  and  carrier-based  aircraft  and  on 
the  gunpower  of  his  ships  to  dofeat  expected  enemy  counter-* ttaokc, 

'1)  GENERAL  SUMMARY 


The  preceding  discussion  of  the  background  fer  the  Battle  of  Savo 
Island  shows,  in  a general  way,  that: 

(a)  The  Japanese  effort  south  of  the  Equator  was  designed  to  expand 
Japanese  power  in  the  South  Seas  Area  and  to  counter  any  Allied  attack 
that  might  be  made  in  that  area.  This  effort  was  apearheaded  by  that 
portion  of  the  lauu-lmsad  air  power  of  the  Base  Air  Force  (ELEVENTH  Air 
Fleet)  which  was  based  at  Rabaul.  It  was  supported  by  limited  naval 
forces  based  primarily  at  Rabaul  and  Kavieng,  and  by  submarines,  all  under 
the  oonmand  of  Commander  Outer  South  Seas  Force  (Commander  EIGHTH  Fleet) 
whose  headquarters  were  at  Rabaul.  It  was  supported  also  by  reoonnais- 
sanoe  seaplanes  of  the  Base  Air  Foroe  based  at  Rabaul  and  Tulagi, 

(b)  The  Allied  effort  in  the  South  Pacific  was  designed  to  stop  the 
advance  of  the  Japanese  in  that  area  and  to  seise  advanced  bases  in  the 
Solomons  from  whioh  to  oontinue  further  operations  against  the  Japanese, 
This  effort  was  spearheaded  by  an  Expeditionary  Force,  strong  in  naval  and 
air  power.  It  was  supported  by  land-based  air  power  operating  both  from 
SOPAC  and  SCRB3PAC  bases.  In  strategic  oonmand  of  all  forces  within  the 
SOPAC  Area,  including  the  Expeditionary  Foroe,  was  COKSOPACFOR  with  opera- 
tional headquarters  at  Noumea, 


t mmsm 7jpH«r T^rs&isnsBrr  oraryTffiE’/Ts-e'; — 

**  COMSOPAC  and  CCMSCCTBSPAC  to  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  (COM INCH)  Dispatch 
081017,  July  1942. 
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CHAPTER  17 


JAPMSSS  REACTION 

0652,  August  7th  to  2400,  August  Tth 
(a)  OPERATIONS  OP  JAPASBSB  CR'JISBR  FORCE 


The  Japanese  oruissra  CHOKAI  and  CRTJDIV  SIX  had  aortied  at  0615  frv» 
Silvan  Sound,  whera  thay  had  been  basing  since  August  1st,  and  had  olaarad 
the  southern  entrance  to  Steffen  Strait  at  0650.  At  that  time  the  CEOEAI 
and  Seotion  One  of  CSDDI7  SIX  (AO BA  and  KAXO)  had  set  the  course  fox’ 
Steadier  Harbor,  Manus  Island]  and  Seotion  Two  (KUTUOASA  and  FOctOTAKA)  had 
headed  for  Rabaul.  At  0652  each  of  the  five  oruisers  intercepted  the 
urgent  dispatch  from  Commander  Air  Base,  Tulagi  that  reportedi  "Beamy 
task  force  sighted! "♦ 

The  reaction  of  the  Japanese  unit  commanders  oonoemed  was  fasten- 
taneous  and  oorreot.  The  Commanding  Offloer,  CHOKAI  immediately  reverted 
oourse  toward  Rabaul . CQMCRUDI7  SIX,  in  the  AQBA  cancelled  the  orders  of 
Seotion  One  to  prooeed  to  Menus,  and  ordered  the  A0BA  and  KARO  to  proeeed 
to  Babaula*  at  twenty-four  knots,  notifying  Ccmmander  EIGHTH  Fleet  at 
Rabaul  of  hia  action.***  He  reformed  CHUDIV  SIX  in  oo  luxes  »nd  joined  in 
behind  the  CHOKAI . 

Meanwhile  Commander  Outer  South  Seas  Force,  who  was  st  Rabaul „ was 
studying  the  situation.  He  had  been  expecting  some  form  of  Allied  attack 
in  the  Solomons  Area,  but  not  at  this  time.  The  Japanese  records  avail- 
able to  this  study  do  not  divulge  hks  mental  prooessss  eh  the  tine,  but 
there  a an  be  no  doubt  as  to  his  serious  concern  ever  the  nature  cx  vhe 
Allied  effort  at  Tulagi. 

Ixx  the  meant law,  the  routine  air  searches  scheduled  for  August  7th 
were  commenced?  Ax  0700,  two  Type-97  seaplanes  departed  Rabaul  to  searoh 
the  sector  between  bearings  100° (T)  and  150°(t)  from  Rabaul  to  a radius 
of  700  miles.**** 

At  0725,  Commander  Outer  South  Seas  Force  received  the  amplifying 
report  fyo»  Tulagi  that  ha  liad  been  anxiously  awaiting.  This  urgent 
dispatch  had  been  released  by  Commander  Tulagi  Air  Base  twenty  minutes 
before,  one  reported]  Corves-  o?  twraty  ships  attacking  Tulagi  j 

*“cWni7  8 'Data’ll Beetle  Report' ”=JpB ,'  &'oTanei»  Haval  Action,  August  Hb- 

10th,  1942,  CIO  Document  S692Y  June  27th,  1947,  pages  2 rod  6. 

**  CRUDI7  8 Signal  Order  2b9* 

***  CGMCWTDIY  8 Classified  Dispatch  #246,  August  7th,  1942. 

****  Japanese  Search  Plans,  August  7th  to  9th,  1942,  CIO  Document  74632, 

May  12th,  1147,  Fage  2. 


undergoing  sere  re  bombings ; landing  preparations  underway)  help  re- 
r squatted.** 

This  dispatoh  provided  Commander  Outer  South  Seas  Force  with  an 
accurate  estimate  of  ships  attacking  Tulagi,  since  in  fact  there  were 
t Twenty- two  ships  of  all  olasses  at  Tulagi.* ♦ He  knew,  of  course,  fram 
this  dispatoh  that  there  must  be  a supporting  force  of  Allied  carriers 
somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Tulagi  to  have  carried  out  the  bombing 
attacks  reported.  No  reports  were  reoeived  from  Guadalcanal  and  it  is 
possible  that  Commander  Outer  South  Seas  Force  based  his  initial  estimate 
of  the  total  strength  of  the  Allied  effort  upon  the  report  from  Tulagi. 

He  shortly  was  handed  a dispatch,  sent  at  0726  by  Commander  YOKOHAMA 
Air  Group  at  Tulagi  addressed  to  Commander  FIFTH  Air  Attack  Force,  which 
reporteds  "All  large  flying  boats  burned  as  a result  of  the  0630  air  ‘ 
attack.* 

The  situation  confronting  Commander  Outer  South  Seas  Force  was 
somewhat  as  follows!  The  Allied  attack  on  Tulagi  was  a complete  surprise, 
since  the  Japanese  had  made  no  contact  whatsoever  on  the  Allied  force 
until  it  struck.  It  was  in  strength,  and  constituted  a serious  menaoe 
t?  the  Japanese  positions  in  the  Solomon  Islands.  If  these  positions 
were  to  be  held  by  the  Japanese,  the  defending  foroes  at  Tulagi  oust  be 
given  immediate  help.  Continuous  air  attacks  on  the  Allied  transports 
and  cargo  ships  might  destroy  many  of  them,  and  would  have  a serious 
delaying  effect  on  the  unloading  schedule  of  the  remainder.  Anchored 
transports  were  excellent  targets  for  Japanese  submarines.  But  air  and 
submarine  attacks  were  not  enough  in  the  faoe  of  Allied  eoreening  ships 
end  carrier-based  aircraft.  He  concluded  that  a bold  offensive  by  surface 
ships  also  was  needed,  and  deoided  "to  put  the  fleet  into  aotion  immediate- 
ly to  destroy  the  enemy. *«•• 

9 

He  therefore  prepared  his  oounterattaok.  He  had  been  informed  by 
dispatch  of  the  initiative  of  the  Commanding  Officer,  CHOKAI  end  of 
COMCRUDIV  SIX  in  prooeeding  to  Rabaul,  At  0749  he  directed  the  YUNAGI  to 
make  full  speed  and  eeoort  the  CHOKAI  into  Rabaul  Harbor.  He  also 
directed  the  TEN  RYU,  YU BARI  and  the  YUNAGI  to  be  prepared  at  1500  to  depart 
from  Rabaul  to  attack  the  Allied  ships  in  the  Tulagi  areao*** 

He  continued  to  receive  reports  from  Tulagi  of  fieroe  naval  bombard- 
ment, air  bombing  attacks,  and  of  the  initial  landings  until  0805  when 
communications  oeaeed.***  The  last  dispatoh  reoeived  at  that  time  reported* 


* CRUDIV  6 Derailed  Battle  Report  Solomons  Naval  Aotion,  August  fth- 
10th,  1942,  CIG  Document  86927,  Jvme  27th,  1947,  pages  S and  6, 

*•  Mar  Diary  CTF  82,  July  18th  to  August  Slat,  1942)  and  Annex  I to  CTF 
62  Operation  Plan  A5-42, 

**♦  Commander  8th  Fleet’s  Estimate  of  the  Situation  regarding  Ameriosa 
Landings  on  August  7th,  Cus-dilcsnc:!  T"I“gd „ CTG  Document 

75846,  May  7th,  1947. 
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"The  an  way  was  in  great  foroaj  but  that  no  natter  what  the  odds,  the 
garrison  would  fight  bravely  to  the  last  nan,  praying  for  everlasting 
victory."*  This  report  certainly  indicated  that  Tulagi  was  in  danger  of 
falling. 


The  disruption  of  oozsaun  i cat  ions  from  Tulagi  denied  Commander  Outer 
South  Seas  Foroe  the  further  inf onset ion  he  desired  of  the  an soy.  Ac ou rate 
intelligence  of  the  strength,  disposition  and  activities  of  Allied  forces 
was  of  pries ry  importance  in  the  p reaction  of  his  freedom  of  action.  Sea- 
planes had  already  eomeenoed  search  operations  at  0700  in  the  Tulagi  sector. 
Undoubtedly  he  knew,  as  the  Allies  had  discovered  at  the  Battle  of  kidway, 
that  seaplanes  are  generally  unsuitable  for  reoonnaissanoe  in  an  area 
where  air  opposition  would  be  encountered.  At  any  rate,  additional 
searches  were  ooomenoed  at  0900,  employing  land  attack  planes  rather 
than  seaplanes.**  Com  wander  FIFTH  Air  Attack  Force  UBSOPORD  No.  195, 

ordering  hie  cearoh,  was  timed  at  0910,**  ten  minutes  later  than  the 
aetual  time  of  takeoff  of  the  search  planet.**  The  indications  are  that 
preliminary  orders  were  given  by  Commander  FIFTH  Air  Attaok  Foroe  either 
by  telephone  or  in  conferenoe,  to  his  subordinate  commander.  Commander 
SECOND  Air  Oroup  (who  conducted  the  search)  and  were  followed  up  with 
confirmation  by  dispatch  operation  orders.  Tha  urgsnoy  of  the  seerohes 
by  lend  attack  planes  on  August  7th  is  acosntsd  by  the  fact  that  the 
directives  for  seerohes  on  subsequent  days  were  eeoh  given  on  the  day 
preceding. 


Three  land-attask  planes  from  the  SECOND  Air  Group  conducted  recon- 
naissance missions  to  s radius  of  700  miles  from  Rabeul  over  oourses  and 
lateral  distances  as  follows* 


Plane 
No.  1 
No.  2 
Ho.  3 


Course  Out 

175STTJ 


ai7<> 

1270 


Lateral  Distance 
60  miles  to  the  left 
60  miles  to  the  left 
60  miles  to  the  right 


* 


A study  of  these  seerohes,  as  depicted  on  Diagram  *C",  indicates  that 
seerohes  by  planes  number  two  and  three  were  well  designed  to  oover  the 
area  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Tulagi  landing.  The  search  of  plana  number 
one  covered  an  Isolated  eeetor  interposed  between  Tulagi  and  the  Australian 
mainland  from  where,  as  far  as  Commander  Outer  South  Seas  Force  knew,  the 
Allied  lending  forces  may  have  been  mounted. 

The  offensive  of  Commander  Outer  South  Seas  Foroe  inoluded  the 
Immediate  launching  of  air  attacks  on  the  Allied  naval  forces  at  Tulagi. 

At  0900,  slmultanaous  to  the  departure  of  the  search  planes.  Commander 
FIFTH  Air  Attaok  Foroe  sent  off  an  si.  attaok  group  composed  of  twenty-seven 


Commander  8th  Fleet's  Estimate  of  the  Situation  regarding  American 

~r  August  7th,  194?  on  Guadalcanal  and  Tula*l.  CIG  Document 
73845,  May  7th,  1947. 

•*  Japanese  Searoh  Plans,  August  7th- 9th,  1942,  CIG  Document  74632, - May 
12th,  1947. 
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land  attack  plana*  of  the  FOURTH  Air  Group  and  eighteen  Zero  fighters  ©f 
the  t&tmam  Air  Group.*  At  about  1045  a oeoond  air  attack  group,  composed 
cf  eixfceen  Type- 99  land-based  carrier  bombers  of  the  SSCCSD  Air  Group,  ms 
launched  to  attack  the  Allied  foroea  at  Tulagi.**  This  latter  attaok 
group  undoubtedly  staged  through  the  Japanese  airfield  at  Buka  Passage ^ 
sines  the  range  capability  of  the  carrier  bombers  would  otherwise  hare 
been  inadequate  for  this  operation.*** 

Co— a ader  Outer  South  Seas  Foroe  "decided,  depending  on  the  results 
of  the  reeonaaissasoe  and  eounterattaoka  of  our  air  foroe  to  th^  south, 
to  strike  the  anchored  an  say  c envoys  at  ri^v  and&stroy  than."* 

With  this  plan  in  nind,  ha  organized  a naval  foroa  (hereinafter 
referred  to  as  the  Japanese  Cruiser  Foroe)  oosuposed  of  the  CROKAI  as  flug- 
ship,  the  four  heavy  oruisers  of  CRUDIV  SIX,  the  ligit  cruisers  TENRYU  end 
TO  BARI  of  CRUDIV  EIGHTH*  and  the  only  available  destroyer,  the  TTMAGI. 

This  plan  depended  upon  the  reports  fro*  his  reconnaissance  planes 
launohed  at  0700  and  again  at  0900.  It  also  oalled  for  aoourate  infor- 
nation  on  the  results  of  the  two  boating  attacks  launohed  against  the 
eneay,  owe  ct  0900  end  the  other  at  1045.  By  1110  the  two  search  sea- 
planes had  reaohed  the  700  niles  radius  from  Rabaul  on  trucks  107°(T)  and 
ll?o(T),  then  proceeded  on  their  sixty  niles  lateral  lags,  and  at  1151 
headed  back  to  Rabaul.  Their  reoonnaissanoe  had  been  restricted,  as  oan 
be  seer  by  referring  to  Diagraa  "C*,  to  the  area  northeast  of  the  southern 
Solomons.  The  weather  southeast  of  Tulagi  ms  reported  to  be  bad,  waking 
reconnaissance  Inpossible.**** *****  The  eneny  me  not  sighted.**** 

Cosnaander  Outer  South  Sous  Foroe  requested  that  a reoonnaissanoe  plane 
be  sent  to  Tulagi  to  wake  direct  observation  of  the  results  of  the  Japanese 
bowblng  attacks  on  the  Allied  ships  there.  At  1120,  Caamander  FIFTH  Air 
Attaok  Faroe  ordered  one  land  attack  plane  fron  the  SECOND  Air  Foroe  to 
proceed  fron  Rabaul  at  1145  to  carry  out  this  reoonnaissanoe  mission  at 
Tulagi  and  Guadalcanal.****  This  plane  actually  took  off  at  1202.**  * 

At  1205,  tne  CBOKAI  and  CRUDIV  SIX  enroute  from  tha  lavieng  Area  to 
Rabaul,  sighted  the  YUHAGI  approaohing  the  formation  from  a position 
fifteen  and  ana-half  wiles  amy  on  bearing  195°(? )«***-**  The  YtHAGI 


* Conasndsr  8tii  fr'lcct { s Estimate  of  the  Situation  on  August  7th,  1^42, 
CIG  Doouwent  75845,  May  7th,  1947. 

*•  Strength  and  Disposition  of  25th  Air  Flotilla  on  August  7th,  1942, 
CIO  Document  74629,  May  12th,  1947. 

"Japanese  Airoraft  Performance  Characteristics",  Technical  Air  In- 
telligence Center  (TAIC)  Manual  Ho.  1,  OpHav  16-VT  #501. 

•***  Japanese  Searoh  Plans,  August  7th- 9th,  1942,  CIG  Document  74652, 

May  12th,  1947. 

*****  CRUDIV  6,  Detailed  Battle  Report  ^fe,  Solomons  Naval  Action  August 
7th-10th,  1942,  CIG  Doouwent  86927,  Jiae  27,  1947. 


effected  rsndervou*  with  the  C9DKAI  at  1224*  and  escorted  her  into  Ra.ba.ul  • 
CRUHIV  SIX  continued  on  to  Rabaul  aepe rated  from  the  CHOKAI  and  YUNA5I «* 

At  1239*  these  Japanese  oruisera  had  reached  a position  about  twmnty- 
fire  miles  north  of  Rabaul  and  sighted  thirteen  Allied  B-17s  attacking 
Rabaul. • The  cruiser*  prepared  to  repel  air  attaoks*  and  maneuvered  to 
the  westward  until  1243  when  the  B-17a  disappeared**  Although  this 
cruiser  fores  was  sighted  and  reported  by  the  B-17s,  it  was  not  attacked* 

So  far  aa  the  Japanese  cruiser  commanders  could  surmise*  the  airfields  st 
Rabaul  were  more  profitable  targets  for  the  B-17s  than  were  the  cruisers* 

The  Japanese  sir  waits  at  Rabaul  endeavored  to  repel  the  B-17  attack 
group*  employing  the  twenty-one  Zero  fighters  st  Rabaul***  They  succeeded 
in  destroying  one  B-17,***  but  suffered  damage  to  seven  fighters  of  the 
TAIKAM  Air  Group  and  to  one  fighter  of  the  SECOND  Air  Group*** 

By  1307  the  three  Japanese  land  attack  planes  on  search  missions 
arrived  st  the  outer  limit  of  their  sectors*  They  proceeded  along  their 
respeotivw  oroes-legs*  end  at  1328  turned  back  toward  Rabaul  (where  they 
landed  at  1735)*  The  combined  reoonnaisaanoe  of  both  land  and  seaplane 
searohes  detected  one  Allied  seaplane  in  Task  Force  63  Sector  IV  and  the 
Allied  ships  st  anchor  in  the  Tulagi-Guadaloanal  Ares*****  Perhaps  the 
Japanese  search  plana  or.  leg  127«(T)  from  Rabaul  was  dlsoouraged  by  bad 
weather  (reported  by  the  Japanese  in  the  southern  Solomons  and  reported  by 
Allied  search  planes  in  Sector  I and  II)  and  had  turned  back  before  he 
reached  the  Allied  Air  Support  Foroe  (TG  61*1)  which  was  operating  in  hia 
search  seotor*  Tha  Allied  oarrlers  reported  a haavy  overoast  sky,  but  con- 
ducted flight  operations  below  tills  overoast  in  good  visibility.***** 

At  1325*  the  first  Japaness  sir  attack  struck  st  the  Allied  ships  st 
Guadalcanal . This  sctaok  group  encountered  the  opposition  of  Allied 
oarrler-besed  fighters  and  anti-alroraft  fire  from  the  Allied  ship  * It 
suffered  the  following  casualties*  three  attack  planes  and  two  fightors 
shot  down*  two  attack  planes  made  emergency  landings*  and  nineteen  sttsok 
planes  and  two  fighters  ware  damaged***  The  Japanese  in  turn  succeeded  in 
shooting  down  nine  Allied  fighters  and  in  dropping  all  bombs*  No  hits  were 
made  on  the  Allied  shipa*  however,  since  the  bombs  fell  well  clear  of  the 
surface  targets*  landing  between  the  transports  and  the  cruisers******* 


* CRUDIV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  Solomons  Naval  Action  August"”" 
7th- 10th,  1942,  CIO  Document  86927,  June  27th*  1947* 

*•  Strength  and  Disposition  of  25th  Air  Flotilla  on  August  7th*  1942, 
CIG  Doounent  74629*  Hay  12th,  1947. 

***  Operation  Report*  Allied  Air  Forces*  Southwest  Pacific  Area  for 
August  7th,  1942* 

****  Japanese  Search  Plans*  August  7th -9th,  1942*  CIG  Document  74632* 
ifay  12th*  1947* 

*****  War  Diary*  ENTERPRISE*  August  1942* 

******  War  Diary*  AMERICAN  LEGION,  August  1942,  Report  of  Action  off 
Guadalcanal,  August  7th,  1942* 


At  1350,  the  CEOKaI  and  YUNAGI  arrived  end  anchored  inside  Rabaul 
Harbor*  CRUDI7  SIX  arrived  outside  Rabaul  at  1401  where  these  four 
oruisers  conducted  anti - suboar in e search  patrols  with  their  soouting  planes 
until  1450  in  aecordanoe  with  orders  from  Commander  EIGHTH  Fleet**  There- 
after the  oruisers'  soouting  planes  were  recovered  and  CRUEttV  SIX  remained 
underway,  awaiting  the  CBOKAI's  departure  frow  Rabaul* 

At  1440*  Commander  EIGHTH  Fleet  decided  to  command  the  cruiser  foroe 
in  person*  He  therefore  hoisted  his  flag  in  the  CHOKAI,**  and  made  pre- 
parations to  get  underway* 

He  realised  that  as  Commander  Cruiser  Force*  he  would  be  denied  the 
full  freedom  of  action  that  he  exereieed  at  Rabaul  as  Cowmander  Outer  South 
Seas  Force  and  Cosanander  EIGHTH  Fleet*  Hs  also  realised  that  he  would  be 
eepeoially  limited  in  raaauni  cations,  since  the  CHOKAI  would  probably  have 
to  operate  under  radio  sllenoe*  In  making  his  decision  xo  command  the 
oruieer  foroe  im  person*  his  reasoning  therefore  is  assumed  to  have  been 
that  aa  the  Japaneee  attack  on  the  Allied  foroes  at  Tulagi  must  be  gotten 
underway  immediately  under  a competent  oommander*  and  as  he  was  the  senior 
and  most  experienced  flag  offioer  in  the  area*  iho  was  fully  familiar  with 
the  planned  operations*  ha  should  properly  command  it*  He  knew  of  course 
that  Commander  ELE7BHTH  Air  Fleet  was  an  routs  to  Rabaul  to  relieve  him 
that  day  and  that  his  osm  status  as  Commandsr  Outer  South  Seas  Foroe  would 
terminate  in  a matter  of  hours*  in  any  event*  This  reasoning  is  oonsidered 
correct. 

The  second  Japanese  air  attack  group,  composed  of  sixteen  oarrier- 
type  bombers*  mads  its  attack  on  the  Allied  ships  at  about  1600.  This 
group  had  no  fighter  escort,  for  the  twenty-one  fighters  remaining  in 
Rabaul  (after  the  first  air  attaok  group  took  off  for  Tulagi)  were  retain- 
ed there  for  local  air  defense  against  B-17  raids*  Consequently*  the  flight 
oommander  of  the  oarrier  bombers  employed  the  taotio  of  dividing  his  foroa 
into  two  attack  groups*  one  of  which  attracted  the  Allied  fighters  thereby 
allowing  the  other  to  make  its  attaok  unopposed*  The  unopposed  attack 
group  mada  one  hit  on  the  MUGFORD*  The  opposed  attaok  group  made  no  hits* 
but  suffered  the  loss  of  six  bombers  and  damage  to  three  which  made  emer- 
gency landings,*** 

At  1521  the  land  attaok  plane  (sent  out  from  Rabaul  at  noon)  reached 
the  Tulagi-Guadal canal  Area*  oonduoted  hie  reconnaissance  and  made  his 
report  to  Rabaul  by  radio*  By  1530  Coraaander  Outer  South  Seat  Foroe  had 
an  intelligence  summary****  compiled  jointly  from  his  reconnaissance  and 


* cktfDlV  J bet  ailed  Battle  Report  ^8,  Solomons'  SavaT  Action  August  7th- 
10th*  1942*  WDC  Document  160997* 

*•  Her  Diary  8th  Fleet*  August  7th-10th*  1942*  C1G  Dooument  74623*  May 
12th,  1947* 

•*•  Strength  and  Disposition  of  25th  Air  Flotilla  on  August  7th*  1942* 

CIG  Dooument  74629,  Kay  12th*  1947. 

****  Japanese  Search  Plana,  August  7th- 9th,  1942*  CIG  Dooument  74632*  Kay 
12th,  1947* 


attacking  plasM,  which  it  quoted  m follow* k 

"(a)  Biray  raking  landings  on  Quadaloanal  air  fcasei  three  firat  on 
tha  airfield* 

(b)  Qna  firt  In  tha  area  of  tha  Tulagi  saaplana  bast* 

(a)  Three  heavy  oral cars,  several  destroyers,  and  about  thirteen 
transports  off  Tulagi* 

(d)  8overal  destroyers  and  cranty- seven  tmut<  rtr  off  Guadalcanal 
air  base* 

(a)  Proa  1SS0  to  1440  there  rare  sixty  to  seventy  enemy  planes  over 
the  authored  transports* 

(f)  At  about  1930  no  aneny  planes  rare  sighted  over  the  anohorage."* 

This  intelligonoe  suraary  ras  saaeahat  in  error  a a regards  the  ora- 
position  of  tho  Allied  foroes  In  the  Tulagl-Ouadaloanal  Area*  The  n unbar 
of  transports  reported  ras  tnioa  tha  aotual*  The  number  of  cruisers  and 
destroyers  reported  aas  far  less  than  the  nuaber  pres  sat.  The  reason  for 
tho  errors  a tens  frra  the  short  tins  spsnt  over  the  target  area  by  the 
reoaanaissenee  plane  at  1621*  The  tine  of  takeoff*  tins  of  landing*  and 
oruislng  spaed  of  this  plane**  indicate  that  it  prooeeded  directly  to  tho 
TulagiHhaadaloanal  Area  and  returned  prraptly  to  Babaul  with  no  rare  than 
a single  sraep  past  Tulagi  and  duadaloaaal.  This  intelligonoe  suraary 
reported  the  presence  of  Allied  oar rier- based  aircraft  at  Tulagi  but  gave 
no  lnfomation  as  to  tho  location  of  the  carriers*  It  did  constitute* 
heraver*  the  results  of  tho  rooonnaissanoo  and  air  attaok  missions*  upon 
vhloh  the  plan  of  Cmnonder  Outer  South  Seas  Faroe  depended* 

It  is  obvious  that  Coraw ntler  Outer  South  Seas  Force  decided  tenta- 
tively that  his  plan  for  a night  surface  attaok  upon  the  Allied  forces 
at  Tulagi  sad  (fctadaloeaal  ras  feasible*  sines  he  embarked  upon  it  within 
the  hour*  He  still  would  have  the  benefit  of  air  roeonnalasanoe  and  air 
attacks  on  the  Allied  forces  on  August  8th  while  he  was  an  route  to  his 
ob.lootive* 


Commander  Outer  South  Seas  Fores  than  organised  his  o mm  and  to 
function  during  his  abeenoe  frra  Kabaul*  Tho  weight  of  evidence*** 


c'lapsnoso  ToaraK  Visas*  August  ifrbfc*  dtd  Boa— mi  VdlSk, 

May  12th*  1947* 

••  Teoh&ieal  Air  Intelligence  Center  (TAXC)  Manuel  Ho*  1*  OjHav  19-TT-#0l 
"Japanese  Aircraft  - performance  characteristic*” 
e**  Mar  Diary  8th  Fleet*  An  gust  7th-10th*  1842*  CIO  Doeurant  74938*  May 
12th*  1947*  and  Crapoeltioa  of  8th  Fleet  on  August  7th*  1942*  CIO 
Doomnant  74888*  May  12th*  1947* 


indicates  that  the  oanaand  of  ths  Outer  South  Shi  Foroo  mi  turned  ot or 
to  Coanander  ELEVENTH  Air  Float,  that  tho  operational  oontrol  of  various 
unit#  and  tho  adainistration  of  EIGHTH  Float  affairs  was  kept  ashore  at 
Rabaul,  temporarily  under  tho  oognisanoe  of  Ccossander  XL8VBTH  Air  Fleet, 
end  that  Ooonaador  EIGHTH  Float,  hinsolf,  retained  full  command  orer  that 
part  of  tho  EIGHTH  Float  whioh  oonstitutod  the  Japanese  Cruiser  Foroo r. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  analysis  and  to  indloate  the  specialised  nature 
of  this  specific  operation^,  Commanler  EIGHTH  Fleet  will  be  know*  herein- 
after as  Commander  Cruiser  Foroo. 

At  1628  Commander  Cruiser  Foros  departed  Rabaul  in  his  flagship 
tho  CHOKAI  accompanied  by  the  TERR  YU,  TTJBARI  and  TUNASI  to  conduct  a night 
surfaoe  attaok  on  the  Allied  ships  at  Tulagl  and  Ouadaloanal.*  By  1710 
ho  had  oleared  the  harbor  and  its  approaohes  sufficiently  to  order  a line 
formation,  steaming  in  Condition  of  Readiness  ORE.*  At  1756,  he  ordered 
a sigsag  plan  with  all  ahipa  making  simultaneous  turns o* 

At  1805,  ha  radioed  Commander  CRUDIV  SIX,  who  had  bean  underway  out- 
aide  Rabaul,  waiting  to  join  up,  tho  following  message t "The  CRUDIV  SIX 
will  plaoo  itself  to  tho  roar  of  tho  CHOKAI 

CRUDIV  SIX  then  executed  a change  of  oourae  and  joined  in  oolumn 
aatern  of  the  CHOKAI  in  an  alert  cruising  disposition,**  heading  southeast 
through  St,  George's  Channel.  This  cruising  disposition  la  judged  to  haws 
been  the  sans  as  that  ordered  by  Comamndcr  Cruiser  Foroo  on  August  8th,*** 
with  the  CHOKAI  and  CRUDIV  SIX  in  ooluai  soreensd  against  submarines  by 
the  YU  BARI  on  the  starboard  bow  and  the  TBTRYU  (followed  in  colossi  by  tho 
TUHAGI ) on  the  port  bow,  Zigsagging  was  not  continued  after  the  join-up 
of  CRUDIV  SIX,  because  of  sunset  and  the  approaoh  of  darkness. 

At  1946,  the  Japanese  Cruiser  Foroe  was  detected  by  the  Allied  sub- 
marine 3-38  in  such  a cruising  disposition,  headed  on  course  140°(T)  at 
high  speed,  passing  through  6 point  sight  miles  west  of  Cape  St,  George?*** 
The  Japanese  ships  ware  unaware  of  this  oontaot,  and  wore  not  attacked 
because  the  3-38  wee  too  oloee  to  them,**** 

At  2030,  Commander  Cruiser  Foroo  roaohed  a position  twenty  miles 
due  south  of  Cape  St,  George  and  ordered  course  080° (T)  to  pass  north  of 
Buka  Island  during  the  night.  His  2400  position  was  twsnty  miles  distant 
on  bearing  285°(T)  from  Cspe  Hon pan,  Buka  Island, 


” * War  friary  8th  Float,  August  Vtiv-loth,  l9i2,  CIO  Document  74633, 
¥ay  12th,  1947. 

**  CRUDIV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  #3,  Solomons  Karal  Aotion,  August 
7th- 10th,  1942,  WDC  Document  160997,  June  27th,  1947, 

***  COMEIGHTH  Fleet  Sl&ial  Order  25, 

****  Ifaur  Diary  S-38,  August  1942, 


- 60  - 


Cw— iilir  Outer  South  Boos  foroo  ordered  four  aubwarlnee  of  SUBBOS 
8SVW  to  prooeed  on  dugist  Tth  to  Tulagl  for  observation,  reoonnais  senes 
— d ottoohs  qa  Allied  surfOoe  ships*  The  mvsmkU  of  the  flee  unite  of 
IQWS  8BVKB  on  August  Tth  worst 

(»)  I9*Mi  to  route  to  Tulagl  frost  Its  station  In  the  Papua  Sea* 
shore  it  had  sunk  a mil  freighter  on  August  Tth* 

(t)  B0-S4i  to  route  fron  east  ooast  of  Australia  to  the  rloinlty  of 
tort  Moresby* 

(e)  1-121 1 Departed  Sabaul  about  sunset  Aagist  Tth  for  Tulagl. 

(d)  1*122 « At  Bahaul*  (Departure  for  Tulagl  was  delayed  twenty- 
four  hours) 

(e)  1-125 1 Departed  Truk  for  Tulagl* 

The  esutast  node  on  the  1-121  In  St*  George's  Channel  by  the  Allied 
sutoartee  8-SS  fixes  the  2400  position  of  the  1-121  as  about  thirty  wiles 
due  soufch  of  Cape  St*  Georgs*  The  nitolght  position  of  the  BO- S3,  BO-84 
sad  x-128  are  net  ton. 


HffT4 
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CHAPTER  V 


ALLIED  OPERATIONS 

0652,  August  7th  to  2400,  August  7th 


(a)  OPBtATIOfcS  OF  CT?  62  (Comsmnder  Amphibious  Foroe) 

At  0662,  August  7th,  the  entire  Amphibious  Foroe  had  arrived  on  sta- 
tion at  the  objeotlve  area.  As  has  been  pointed  out  earlier.  Transport 
Squadron  TOSS  had  anchored  off  Tulagi  at  0637,  about  one-half  hour  behind 
schedule,  and  Transport  Squadron  XRAT  had  reaohed  the  berths  assipied  to  it 
off  (Xia  dal  canal  Beach  at  0650. 

At  0652,  CTF  62  signalled  to  all  interested  oesmanders  and  ships  of 
IF  62  the  ZERO  hour  (the  time  of  the  first  landing  in  the  Qua dal canal  Area) 
mould  be  0910.* 

At  0715  Coswan der  Transport  Group  TOCS  likewise  signalled  that  H hour 
(the  tine  of  the  initial  landing  at  Tulagi)  mould  be  0600.*  The  Marines  of 
the  Tulagi  Landing  Group  landed  unopposed  at  0600  and  the  Marines  of  the 
Guadalcanal  Landing  Group  landed  unopposed  at  0913.*  This  landing  without 
opposition  mas  an  interesting  end  unexpected  phenomenon  which  set  a patera 
for  Japanese  operations  in  defense  of  their  islands  in  the  Pacific  mar  al- 
though it  mas  not  recognised  at  the  tine.  Whenever  the  Japanese  could 
retire  as  at  Guadalcanal  and  Tulagi  they  did  so  in  order  to  avoid  the  de- 
structive effect  of  Allied  bomber  (teen t.  Whenever  they  could  not  retire  as 
at  Gavutu  and  Tanambogo,  they  stood  and  fought  courageously  and  fleroely. 

For  the  initial  and  subsequent  lending  operations,  gunfire  support  mas 
provided  by  Fire  Support  Groups  LOVE  (at  Tulagi)  and  MIKE  (at  Guadalcanal) 
against  beteh  emplacements  and  enemy  installations.  The  planes  of  the  Air  ' 
Support  Foroe  (TG  61.1)  provided  air  oover  and  facilitated  the  landings  by 
strafing  and  bombing  enemy  positions.  The  operations  of  the  Amphibious 
Foroe  proceeded  without  interruption  throughout  the  morning.  After  com- 
pletion of  mine  sweep  leg  operations  at  1100,  CTF  62  moved  the  transports  of 
Squadron  XRAT  closer  to  the  chore,  and  anchored  within  2000  yards  of  the 
beaoh  to  expedite  unloading. 

At  about  1130,  CTF  62  received  ^ warning  from  CINCPAC  that  the  Japan- 
ese air  command  at  Rabaul  had  seventeen  fighters  and  eighteen  long-range 
bombers  avallabls  whioh  were  being  sent  to  attaok  TF  62.**  Shortly  there- 
after CIECPAC  warned  the  SCPAC  foroes  t "Enemy  submarines  enroute  to  attaok 


* Har  blary  CTF  62,  August 

♦*  CUCPAC  Dispatch  062325,  August  1942  to  CCMSCPACFQR,  CTF  61,  CTF  62, 
COUSOWRSPAC. 
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Allied  oooupation  forces  at  Tulagi.* 

At  abort  1*00  tho  Marine#  landed  at  Qavutu  ead  cnoountereu  leriotu 
opposition  whioh  continued  throughout  the  day.  An  air  raid  alert  was 
broadcast  uhioh  interrupted  the  ta&loadlng  operations.  Transport  Squadron 
XKAY  at  Quadalonud  remained  at  anchor,  but  Squadron  TOO  at  Tulagi  jot 
underway.  At  1815,  the  first  Jtpm* se  air  attack  croup,  oonsiating  of 
twenty-seven  barters  md  eighteen  fighters,  arrived  and  ocoosntretcd  their 
full  atteek  on  the  anchored  transports  at  duadaleanal.  this  attack  was 
nada  by  high  level  bortinf  fron  8,000  to  10,000  foot  and  effeoted  ae  dam- 
aga  to  any  ah  ip  of  ff  S2.ee  It  was  driven  off  with  the  lots  to  the  Japan- 
ese of  two  barters  and  too  fightars,  and  dnnfe  to  nineteen  banker  a.  At 
about  1600  tiie  seoond  Japanese  air  attack  group,  consisting  of  sixteen 
oarrler-type  barters  tao  tie  ally  operating  In  rto  divisions  of  eight  planes, 
attacked.  The  Allied  fighters  opposed  one  group  md  shot  down  six  boabers 
and  daauged  the  rest.  The  other  Japeaeee  barter  group  oloeed  the  surfbcc 
ehips  at  Qua  dal  canal  unopposed  by  Allied  fighters,  but  sue  seeded  only  In 
attaining  a hit  on  the  destroyer  MDGFCRD.  This  hit  did  not  prevent  the 
MDOPOBD  fron  performing  her  assigned  dutiaa.ee 

The  unloading  of  aqulpnant  md  supplies  from  the  trsmsports  and  oargo 
ships  had  bean  delayed  in  ell  areas  because  of  the  nuisance  sffeot  of  the 
Japanese  sir  atteoks  uhioh  othenriaa  had  delivered  but  alight  damage  to 
TP  62.  The  unloading  at  lklagi  and  Osvutu  had  bean  delayed  additionally 
by  the  severe  fighting  eshore.ee  Consequently,  CTF  62  pressed  the  urgency 
of  unloading  operations  throughout  the  night,  using  necessary  lights.** 

During  the  operations  of  August  Tth,  CTF  62  had  bean  confronted  with 
several  many  capabilities.  Hit  fores  had  been  attacked  by  land-based  air- 
craft from  Babomlj  it  had  bean  attacked  by  carrier- type  bombers  uhioh 
withdrew  to  the  westward!  and  it  oould  espeot  to  bo  harassed  by  Japanese 
submarines.  Be  beeasw  wears  of  the  danger  threatening  to  his  oaanmnd  from 
Japanese  forces  including  carriers  that  might  appro aoh  from  labaul.  Be 
beoame  concerned  over  the  extent  of  the  Allied  1 end-baaed  searches  in  that 
direction.  Be  knew  that  the  seaplane  searches  of  CTF  68  would  be  extended 
on. the  next  day,  August  6th,  in  Seotor  IT  to  660  niles  northwest  of 
Mamaslke  Bstuary  but  would  reeoh  no  further  west  than  518° (T)  from  that 
point  of  origin.  Ha  knew  that  la  the  di  root  ion  of  Babaul,  the  northern 
limit  of  CTF  63's  Seotor  II  reached  no  further  than  the  southern  tip  of 
Ohoiseui  Island  ead  that  beyond  that  point  search  and  reconnaissance  de- 
pended upon  the  cooperation  of  80HB8PAC  aircraft.  Ha  thsrafore  a ant  a 
dispatch  to  CTF  68  at  1742  stating i "The  plan  of  search  for  D plus  On# 

Day  (August  6th)  does  not  oover  seotor  290  to  816  degrees  from  Xalrf  ta* 
Southwest  Pacific  is  responsible  for  this  sector,  but  I consider  a no ruing 
search  by  you  is  neosssary  for  adequate  oover.”**  CTF  62,  in  making  this 


* CTOTgrTOpagg  Off  SB,  KgusTlOT  To  TZ 
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COHSOHBSPAC. 

•*  War  Diary  CTF  62,  August  1942* 

**•  CTF  62  dispatoh  070642,  August  1942,  to  CTF  63. 


raquvet,  demonstrated  a keen  appreciation  of  the  ever-changing  situation, 
for  it  was  through  this  area  that  the  Japanese  Cruiser  Porce  passed  on 
August  8th  without  detection  by  the  search  planes  of  CTP  63* 

Sunset  eas  at  1816;  and  the  screening  group  took  stations  at  1830  to 
protect  the  transports  in  the  disposition  described  in  detail  in  the  next 
section* 

At  2242,  CTP  62  eas  informed  by  COMSGPACPOB  that  an  enemy  submarine 
had  been  reported  in  Latitude  10°-(8),  Longitude  162°(B).  This  position 
was  that  of  Lark  Shoal,  sixty  Biles  east  of  Qua  dal  canal  Island*  This  eas 
an  erroneous  report,  for  no  Japanese  submarines  were  in  the  area.  It  is 
mentioned  here  as  the  reported  presence  of  Japanese  submarines  probably 
influenced  CTP  62* s oonoept  of  his  freedom  of  notion* 

At  2400,  CTP  62  received  a message  from  C0MSCHBSR4C  reporting  (a)  the 
contact  mads  by  S0KE8PAC  B-17’ a at  1231,  August  7th  on  four  oruissrs  and 
ona  destroyer  on  a westerly  oourse  in  a position  twenty-five  miles  north  of 
Rabaul,  and  (b)  the  contact  mads  also  by  CGMSGRSPAC  B-17s  on  six  uniden- 
tified ships  in  St*  George's  Channel  on  oourse  southeast* * This  dispatch 
was  delayed  in  the  SCJKKSPAC  Area  for  almost  eleven  hours,  as  the  difference 
between  the  time  of  oontaet  and  the  time  group  of  the  message  well  shows* 
Because  of  the  extensive  surfaoe  ship  traffic  in  the  Kabaul  Area,  the  two 
reports  in  this  message  may  not  have  indicated  to  CTP  62  the  southward 
movement  of  the  Japanese  Cruiser  Foroe.  But  it  should  have  served  to  re- 
mind him  of  an  additional  Japanese  capability  - that  of  attacking  TP  62 
with  a foroe  of  cruisers  and  destroyers* 

(b)  CPERATI0K3  OF  ALLIED  SCRBHIG  CfflOOP 

Since  the  Battle  of  Savo  Island  was  directly  occoemed  with  the 
Screening  Group,  including  Fire  Support  Q roups  LOTS  and  HUB,  a discussion 
of  the  disposition  assumed  by  these  groups  for  the  night  defense  of  the 
landing  arsaa  is  herewith  presented* 

The  disposition  assumed  is  that  shown  in  Plate  IP*  The  night  soreen 
waS  composed  of  three  main  groups  and  of  two  anti-submarine  and  radar 
plokets*  The  three  main  groups  were  to  destroy  or  beat  off  hostile  sur- 
faoe forces  which  attempted  to  enter  Iron  Bottom  Sound.  ••  The  anti-sub- 
marine  and  radar  picks ta  were  to  give  warning  of  the  approaoh  of  hostile 
surfaoe  forces  and  of  submarines,  •••  CTO  62*6  instructed  the  anti-submarine 
and  radar  pioksts  as  follows  t In  ths  evant  of  an  mmqr  surfaoe  foroe  being 
detected,  1ms  ill  ate  report  was  to  be  made.  The  foroe  was  to  be  shadowed 


Dispa toii  07^1219,  August  to  all  Wd^a,  Vaoifio* 

**  CTO  62*6  Speolal  Instructions  to  Soreanlng  Group  and  Tassels 
Temporarily  assip&ed  August  1942,  pars*  3(b)* 

***  Ibid,  para*  6* 


and  frequently  reported;  end  when  about  to  be  engaged  by  cruisers,  the 
destroyers  in  oonteot  night  be  ordered  to  illuminate  the  enemy  force  with 
searchlights.* 

(1)  Night  Disposition 

The  stations  taken  by  the  Screening  Groups  at  1830  were  as  follows: 

(a)  The  "AUSTRALIA"  Group,  coassanded  by  CTG  62.6,  was  composed  of  the 
three  cruisers  AUSTRALIA,  CANBERRA  and  CHICAGO  in  column,  distance  600 
yards,  and  the  anti-submarine  screening  destroyers  PATTERSON  and  BAGLEY, 
which  were  on  station  about  2000  yards  on  either  bow  of  the  AUSTRALIA. 

This  Group  was  patrolling  back  and  forth  at  twelve  knots  In  its  assigned 
area  south  of  a line  drawn  12f»°(T)  from  the  center  of  Savo  Island  and  we6t 
of  Longitude  180°-04'E.  Its  courses  averaged  125°(T)  in  an  easterly  di- 
rection and  303°(T)  in  a westerly  direct  on.  Its  patrol  length  averaged 
about  twelve  miles.  Its  western  limit  bore  148°(T)  distant  five  miles 
from  the  southern  tip  of  Savo  Island;  and  its  eastern  limit  bore  about 
345°(T)  distant  five  sail**  from  Lung*  point.  The  PATTERSON  always  remained 
on  the  western  flank,  and  the  EAGLET  on  the  eastern  flank,  regardless  of 
courses  in  or  out. 

(b)  The  "VINCENNES"  Group,  commanded  by  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
Vinoennes,  was  composed  of  VINCENNES,  ASTORIA,  QUINCY,  in  column  and 
soreened  by  JARVIS  and  HELM.  This  Group  was  underway  at  ten  knots  north 
of  the  125°(T)  limiting  line  from  Savo  Island  and  west  of  Longitude  160°- 
04'K.  This  group  was  steaming  clockwise  around  the  perimeter  of  a square 
five  miles  on  aaoh  side,  tho  center  of  which  was  in  Lat.  09°-07*S,,  Long. 
159°-57'-12 ’E.**  Each  trip  around  the  square  covered  twenty  miles.  The 
corners  of  tho  square  were  on  the  north-south  and  east-west  diagonals  from 
the  center,  which  was  the  reference  point.  Plate  IV  shows  that  the  west 
corner  of  the  square  was  about  three  miles  from  Savo  Island,  and  the  north 
corner  was  about  five  miles  frera  the  eastern  limit  of  the  RALPH  TALBOT'S 
patrol.  The  eastern  limit  of  the  VINCENNES  patrol  was  the  100-fathom  curve. 
The  VINCENNES  Group  coramenoed  the  patrol  of  the  perimeter  of  this  square  by 
passing  through  the  west  corner  of  this  square  at  2000  on  course  045°(T). 

It  changed  course  90°  to  the  right  every  thirty  minutes  with  such  adjust- 
ments of  speed  as  were  necessary  to  pass  through  raoh  corner  on  schedule,** 

(o)  The  "SAN  JUAN"  Group,  oomnanded  by  CTG  62,4,  was  composed  of  the 
SAN  JUAN,  HOBART  soreened  by  UONSSEN  and  BUCHANAN.  It  wee  underway  at  fif- 
teen knots  in  its  assigned  are.i  e-at  of  Longitude  160°-04'E.  It  patrolled 
on  a north-south  line,  the  length  of  whi.oh  was  about  ten  miles. 


* CTG  6l2,<3  Special  Instructions  to  Screening  Group  end  Vessels 
Temporarily  Assigned,  August  1942,  para.  6. 

v*  Action  Report  ASTORIA,  Battle  of  Savo  Island,  Serial  AP?7/A16~3/(00600) 
August  20th,  1942. 


(d)  The  anti-submarine  and  radar  pickets  were  on  station  to  the  west- 
ward and  northward  of  Sere  Island.  The  RALPH  TALBOT  was  on  patrol  on  a 
line  between  position  Let*  08o-59'S.,  Long.  159°-&6’R.  and  position  Lat. 
09°-01*S..  Long.  159°-49»1.  Her  oourses  were  on  0?2°(T)  and  2S2°(T).  The 
SLUTS  was  on  patrol  on  a line  between  position  Lat.  09°-06*8.,  Long.  169°- 
42'*.  and  position  Lat.  09®-09*  3.,  Long.  159°-57*  B.  Her  course*  were 
061°(T)  and  2S1°(T).  The  patrol  speed  for  both  destroyers  was  twelve  knotsj 
the  length  of  eaoh  patrol  was  six  and  one-half  miles. 

(e)  The  remaining  destroyers  of  TO  62.0,  notably  the  SSL7RIDGE,  REB- 
US? and  tfi’sTFGRD,  rssiained  with  the  transports  on  anti -submar ino  screening 
stations. 

(2)  CTO  62,6’ * Instructions 

The  night  disposition  was  dranen  up  in  its  broad  aspects  by  CTO  62.3, 
but  the  manner  in  whioh  eaoh  of  the  main  groups  accomplished  its  mission 
within  ite  own  area  wae  left  to  the  disoration  of  its  group  ooanander.  For 
their  guidance,  CTO  62.6  set  forth  two  prinoipleat  (a)  that  it  was  essen- 
tial that  an  cumj  force  be  beaten  off  before  It  sighted  or  raaohod  the 
oonvoy  end  that  Allied  naval  forces  be  oonoentrated  so  as  to  avoid  con- 
fusion in  night  action,  and  (b)  that  it  was  hit  aim  to  moat  the  enemy  to 
seaward  of  the  arec.  between  Savo  Island  and  Sealurk  Channel,  and  the  Allied 
force  whioh  engaged  should  remain  interposed  between  the  enemy  and  that 
area.  He  expeoted  that  the  extensive  Allied  air  reoonnaiesanoe  would  giva 
warning  of  the  approach  of  enemy  surfsoe  units.*  CTG  62.6  stated  further 
that  i 


(a)  If  both  the  AUSTRALIA  and  VE3CSMNB3  Groups  were  o -dared  to  attack 
the  ensmy,  it  was  hiu  Intention  that  the  VTSCKJTBB3  Group  should  ict  inde- 
pendently of  the  movements  of  the  AUSTRALIA  Group  so  as  to  give  greatest 
mutual  support. 

(b)  It  was  his  intention  that  the  destroyers  of  eaoh  group  engaged 
should  ooaoentrate  under  their  particular  senior  offioer  (C0UDK3R0S  Four 
or  COIfffRSnnr  Seven)  and  attaok  the  enemy  with  torpedoes  and  gunfire  as 
soon  as  the  sneaky  was  being  effectively  engaged  by  Allied  cruisers. 

(e)  If  ordered  to  form  a striking  force,  all  destroyers  of  DE2R0B 
Four,  less  the  BLUB  and  RALPH  TAIDOT,  should  concentrate  under  CCMDESROB 
Four,  in  SELFRIIKE5,  five  miles  northwest  of  Savo  Island.  In  the  event  of 
contact  with  enemy  surface  units,  this  striking  foroe  would  at  onoe  attack 
with  full  outfit  of  torpedoes  and  then  maintain  touch  from  the  westward, 
The  striking  foroe  would  engage  the  enemy  in  gun  action  when  own  cruisers 


* Special  instructions  to  "Screening  (Soup it  i ^Td  YesseTe 

Temporarily  Aueigned,  August  19*2. 


eugaged,  provided  it  waa  quite  clear  that  own  forces  were  not  in  the  line 
of  fire,  and  the  destroyers  must  be  prepared  to  illuminate  the  enemy  tar- 
gets for  own  cruiser  gunfire.* 

These  instructions  were  written  with  the  conviction  that  the  enemy 
would  be  looated  by  aircraft  at  such  distance  that  the  destroyers  would 
have  time  to  concentrate  into  a squadron  organisation  and  to  rendezvous 
fire  miles  northwest  of  Savo  Island.  Ho  provision  can  be  found  in  CTG 
62.6' s instructions  for  night  aotion  in  the  event  of  a surprise  raid  by 
enemy  surface  ships  detected  only  after  they  had  gotten  within  gun  range. 
This  was  the  actual  situation  which  resulted  in  the  Battle  of  Savo  Island. 

Each  screening  group  ooonander  operated  independently  of  the  other 
group  couaanders.  Cossnander  VINCENNES  Group  notified  the  other  group  com- 
manders of  his  planned  operations,  but  he  was  not  in  turn  advised  by  them 
as  to  their  planned  operations.** 

CTO  62.6  stated  that  the  consideration  that  the  cruisers  VINCENNES, 
QUINCY  and  ASTORIA  had  not  operated  under  his  command  before  they  joined 
him  Just  prior  to  the  rehearsals  at  Koro  Island,  July  28th,  led  him  to 
decide  to  employ  them  ae  a separate  tactical  group.  He  stated  that  he  had 
never  had  an  opportunity  to  confer  with,  or  even  meet,  the  Commanding  Of- 
ficers of  the  above  ships  nor  to  issue  them  the  standing  instructions  which 
he  had  issued  his  own  task  force.***  It  seems  somewhat  dubious  that  no 
opportunity  had  presented  itself  to  issue  these  instructions  or  to  exeroise 
taotioally  for  drill  purposes  the  forces  he  would  have  under  his  command  at 
Tulagi.****  Could  not  the  instructions  have  been  delivered  by  destroyer , 
with  explanations  by  both  visual  and  voice  means?  It  appears  that  amole 
time  was  available  for  appropriate  tactioal  exercises  while  in  the  vicinity 
of  Koro  Island  and  while  enrouto  to  the  objective. 

(3)  Disousslon  of  Night  Disposition 


* CTO  62.4  Special  Instructions  to  Screening  Groups  and  Vessels 
Temporarily  Assigned,  August  1942. 

**  Personal  Interview  by  Captain  Frederick  L.  Reifkohl,  USN,  Commanding 
Officer,  VINCENNES,  recorded  January  26th,  1946  by  the  Chief  of  Naval 
Operations,  Of floe  of  Naval  Reoords  and  Library. 

***  Report  of  Admiral  Arthur  J.  Hepburn,  USN(Ret)  to  CINCPAC,  May  13th, 

1943  on  Informal  Inquiry  into  the  Circumstances  Attending  the  Loss  of 
the  VINCENNES,  eto.  on  August  9th,  1942,  pars.  92,  page  41. 

****  Memorandum  Februsury  10th,  1943  by  Comdr.  H.B.  Heneberger,  USN,  QUINCY 
to  Admiral  Arthur  J.  Hepburn,  USK(Ret)  relative  to  "Additional  Informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  ex-U.3.S.  QUINCY"  at  the  Battle  of  Savo  Island, 
August  9th,  1942,  para.  4,  page  2. 
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There  is  considerable  doubt  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  above  disposition 
and  plan*  for  the  following  reasons t 

(a)  The  radar  and  anti-eutmarina  screen  consisting  only  of  the  BLUB 
and  RALPH  TALBOT  was  entirely  inadequate.  The  two  destroyers  oould  have 
been  as  far  as  twenty  niles  apart  whan  at  the  opposite  ends  of  their  patrol 
lines.  They  oould  have  been  as  olose  toje'Jier  as  six  and  one-half  niles 
at  the  nearest  points  of  their  patrols.  This  was  possible  because  the 
timing  of  their  course  changes  was  not  coordinated  so  as  to  na  in  tain  a uni- 
form distance  between  thsss.  Actually  at  0110,  August  8th.  when  the  Japanese 
Cruiser  Force  passed  between  them  on  its  way  into  Iron  Bottom  Sound,  they 
were  about  fourteen  miles  apau’t. 

The  two  destroyer  piokets  were  equipped  with  8 C radars  which  gave  a 
reliable  range  of  from  four  to  ten  miles.**  It  was  thought  likely  at  the 
time  that  a destroyer-type  ship  oould  not  approach  closer  to  a radar- 
equipped  ship  than  eight  or  nine  miles  without  being  detected.**  Unfor- 
tunately, the  effectiveness  of  the  radar  equipment  of  the  BLUB  and  RALPH 
TALBOT  on  their  assigned  stations  near  Savo  Island  was  adversely  affected 
by  the  closeness  of  land,  and  this  situation  necessitated  the  usual  stand- 
ard of  alertness  on  the  part  of  lookouts. 

The  anti-suhaarine  detection  range  of  the  sonic  devices  of  the  two 
destroyers  varied  from  a few  hundred  to  about  two  thousand  yards,  depending 
upon  the  sonic  characteristics  of  the  water  at  the  time. 

It  would  have  been  wiser  had  at  least  two  additional  destroyers  been 
assigned  to  the  outer  screen  so  that  their  stations  would  have  been  no  more 
than  five  miles  apart.  In  that  oaae,  any  two  adjaoent  destroyers  would 
have  been  no  further  apart  than  ten  miles  at  any  time,  which  distance  was 
considered  within  reliable  radar  limits.  As  a further  refinement,  had 
their  patrols  been  properly  coordinated,  they  would  always  have  remained 
approximately  five  miles  apart.  Despite  the  threat  of  submarine  attack  on 
the  transports,  against  whioh  CTF  62  took  positive  defensive  smasuree,  two 
additional  destroyers  oould  well  have  been  spared  from  the  inner  anti-sub- 
marine screens  in  the  transport  areas  without  having  seriously  reduced 
their  effectiveness. 

The  radius  from  the  oruiser  screening  groups  on  whioh  the  radar  picket 
destroyers  operated  was  insufficient.  The  RALPH  TALBOT  was  not  sufficiently 
distant  from  the  VINCFWNBS  Group  to  give  adequate  warning  of  enemy  approach. 
With  the  RALPH  TALBOT  at  the  easternmost  extremity  of  its  petrol  line 
simultaneously  with  the  VIHCENNBS  Group  at  the  northern  point  of  its  square, 
there  was  only  five  miles  distanoe  between  them.  Five  miles  was  no  more 


'*  A similar  conclusion  was  arrived  at  by  COliTHd!  in  his  Battle  'Experience 
Bulletin  No.  2 on  Solomon  Islands  Actions  August  end  September,  1942. 

**  Radar  Bulletin  Ho,  1,  The  Tactical  Use  of  Radar,  United  States  Fleet 
Headquarters  of  the  Coanander-in-Chief , March  1942. 


than  the  limit  of  night  visibility  in  the  existent  weather  conditions. 

Had  the  optimum  of  radar  effectiveness  been  obtainable,  the  RALPH  TALBOT 
might  possibly  have  given  a warning  about  fifteen  minutes  before  an  enemy 
could  close  to  within  gun  range  of  the  VINCENNES  Group  from  the  northward; 
but  "land  interference"  denied  this  degree  of  radar  effectiveness.  This 
analysis  is  equally  applicable  to  the  BLUB's  radius  of  patrol  from  the 
AUSTRALIA  Group  but  to  a considerably  less  degree,  since  the  patrol  of  the 
BLUB  was  approximately  normal  to  that  of  the  AUSTRALIA  Group.  C(A4S0PAC 
commented  on  this  formation  as  follows t*  "The  orders  to  the  Radar  Guard 
were  faulty  in  requiring  them  to  'shadow*  an  enemy  force  and  report  them 
frequently.  Time  and  spaoe  did  not  permit  the  employment  of  tactics  of 
this  nature.  A high  speed  enemy  force  would  have  arrived  dangerously  close 
to  the  objective  before  our  destroyers  could  have  instituted  traoking  or 
’shadowing*  tactics.  The  implied  restriction  on,  and  lack  of  definite 
instructions  covering  the  use  of  searchlights  by  the  Radar  Quard  was  un- 
fortunate.  In  the  restricted  waters  in  which  the  Screening  Group  was 
stationed,  the  underlying  oonoept  of  instructions  issued  should  have  been 
to  reveal  the  presence  of  enemy  vessels  in  the  quickest  most  positive  man- 
ner, and  this  called  for  the  use  of  searchlights  for  that  purpose,  if 
contact  were  made." 

(b)  The  disposition  of  the  heavy  cruisers  of  the  Amphibious  Force  in 
two  main  screening  groups  - the  AUSTRALIA  Group  and  the  VINCENNES  Group  - 
to  defend  the  approaches  to  the  transport  areas  precluded  the  proper  con- 
centration of  their  total  strength  against  Japanese  forces  threatenii  g 
from  the  west.  In  addition  to  the  laok  of  coordination  of  the  planned 
operations  of  these  two  groups,  as  already  pointed  out,  there  was  but  little 
exchange  of  information  between  them.  It  was  possible  for  these  two  groups 
to  be  as  much  as  seventeen  miles  apart  when  the  VINCENNES  Group  was  at  the 
northern  extremity  of  its  square  and  the  AUSTRALIA  Group  was  at  the  eastern 
extremity  of  its  patrol  line.  It  was  also  possible,  beosuse  of  unknown 
currents,  for  these  two  groups  to  be  so  dose  together  when  the  VINCENNES 
Group  was  at  the  southern  extremity  of  its  square  and  the  AUSTRALIA  Group 
was  near  tha  western  end  of  its  patrol  line  as  to  seriously  interfere  with 
one  another, 

Cossnander  VINCENNES  Group  had  objeoted  to  this  disposition  by  dispatch 
to  CTG  62.6  pointing  cut  the  defect  whereby  the  two  groups  could  beoome 
foul  of  one  another.  He  informed  CTG  62,6  of  his  plan  of  patrolling  clock- 
wise so  that  when  the  two  groups  were  near  eaoh  other  he  would  always  be 
heading  out  on  course  31 5° (T)  in  order  to  reduce  this  danger  to  a minimum.** 

* Report  of  Admiral  Arthur  <1.  Hepburn,  USM(Re^)  to  CltfCPAd  Hay  13th, 

1943  on  Informal  Inquiry  into  tha  Circumstances  Attending  the  Loss  of 
the  7IBCKNNBS,  eto,  on  August  9th,  1942,  para.  80(6),  page  35, 

*•  Personal  Interview  by  Captain  Frederick  L.  Raifkohl,  USH,  Commanding 
Qffioer,  VINCENNES,  reoorded  January  26th,  1945,  by  the  Chief  of  Naval 
Operations,  Office  of  Naval  Raoords  and  Library, 
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At  the  acme  time  he  requested  CTG  62.6  to  give  him  the  plan  of  operation 
of  the  AUSTRALIA  Group  for  the  night.  CTG  62 «6  failed  to  do  so,  and  the 
result  was  that  Coaaander  VINCENNES  Group  never  knew  for  one  moment  where 
the  AUSTRALIA  Group  was  during  the  night.*  This  objeotion  of  the  Commander 
VINCENNES  Group  to  the  night  disposition  ordered  provides  a olue  as  to  the 
reason  why  the  Co— lander  VINCENNES  Group,  as  well  as  the  Commanding  Of- 
ficers of  the  ASTORIA  and  QUINCY,  felt  that  the  Japanese  ships  which  later 
attacked  them  were  probably  friendly. 

In  establishing  this  night  disposition,  CTG  62.6  had  created  a situa- 
tion in  which  his  forces  were  divided  into  two  equal  screening  groups 
oaaposed  of  three  heavy  oruisers  and  two  destroyers.  Each  group  possessed 
lees  fighting  strength  than  the  reported  Japanese  cruiser  concentration  of 
four  heavy  cruisers  and  three  light  oruisera  in  the  Bismarck  Sea  area.  By 
this  division  of  his  force",  CTG  62,6  made  possible  the  chances  for  a Japan- 
ese surface  force  of  approximately  equal  strength  to  concentrate  its  full 
force  on  eaoh  of  his  screening  groups  and  kuook  them  out  in  succession. 

It  oannot  bo  determined  why  he  deemed  it  necessary  or  desirable  to  divide 
his  foroes.  It  would  be  interesting  to  discover  how  he  expected  to  obtain 
mutual  support  between  these  two  groups,  since  hr.  had  made  it  almost  impos- 
sible in  an  emergency  to  oonoentrate  hia  foroes  into  one  large  group, 
should  he  have  the  occasion  to  do  so. 

Would  it  not  have  been  wiser  for  CTG  62.6  to  have  combined  the 
strength  of  his  six  heavy  oruisers  in  one  formation*  For  example,  one  of 
several  possible  dispositions  oould  have  been  a column  of  six  oruisers 
operating  on  a patrol  line  about  five  miles  southeast  of  Ravo  Island  normal 
to  the  bearing  line  of  126°(T)  from  the  center  of  that  island,  soreened 
against  submarines  by  two  destroyers  in  van  and  two  in  the  rear. 

Chan*'  ’i  of  oouras  oould  have  been  either  by  column  movement  or  by  siat'l.- 
tanc  turn.  The  resulting  formation  would  have  provided  the  following 
s'wrent,  u factors  % 

(a)  A probable  gunfire  advantage  with  the  possible  orossing  of  the 

"Tee" . 


(b)  A possibility  of  avoiding  enemy  torpedo  attaok  by  a simple  ships 
turn  of  approximately  90°  to  the  right  or  left  to  comb  the  enemy  torpedo 
tracks  by  paralleling  their  most  probable  traoks. 

(o)  A reduction  of  confusion  whioh  might  have  resulted  from  a more 
ocmplex  formation  in  whioh  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  American  and 
Australian  ships  were  maneuvered  together  for  the  first  time. 


* Personal  Interview  by  Captain  Frederick  L.  Reirtcohl,  USN,  Commanding 
Officer,  VINCENNES,  recorded  January  26th,  1945,  by  the  Chic?  of  Naval 
Operations,  Office  of  Naval  Records  and  Library, 


via- 
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(d)  In  view  of  the  Interior  line*  a maximum  concentration  in  minimum 
time  might  be  brought  against  any  enemy  aurfaoe  forces  attacking  from  the 

treat* 


Since  but  one  flag  officer  was  assigned  to  the  western  screening 
groups,  this  formation  would  have  placed  all  ships  under  a flag  officer 
and  would  have  allowed  the  ooesaanding  officers  to  give  their  full  atten- 
tion to  fighting  their  respective  ahips,  which  in  a night  notion  is  of 
transoending  importance.* 

( o ) OPERATIONS  OF  CTF  61  (Comander  Expeditionary  Force) 

Commander  Expeditionary  Force,  CTF  61  who  was  responsible  for  the 
taotioal  operations  incident  to  the  execution  of  Task  ONE*  remained  in  his 
flagship  SARATOGA  throughout  the  operations*  While  so  doing  he  served  as 
CTG  61.1*1  under  CTG  61*1  who  functioned  as  Off iocr-in-Tactioal  Command  of 
the  Air  Support  Force  throughout  August  7th.  Accordingly,  he  took  a more 
aotive  par v in  the  operations  of  the  Air  Support  Foroe  than  he  did  in  the 
operations  of  the  Amphibious  Foroe.  So  far  aa  he  knew  the  Air  Support 
Foroe  had  not  been  located  by  the  Japanese,  and  he  therefore  restricted 
radio  oaamnmioations  to  the  voice  transmissions  neoessary  for  the  conduot 
of  the  oarrler-baaed  aircraft* 

Since  hie  position  in  the  SARATOGA  was  far  removed  from  the  landing 
areas,  he  allowed  CTG  61*2  (CTF  62)  to  oonduot  the  amphibious  operations 
according  to  plan*  and  to  exeroiaa  Individual  initiative  to  -voet  the  chang- 
ing situation  as  it  developed  in  Iron  Bottom  Sound  and  ashore  with  the 
landing  foroe.  Perhaps  if  radio  silence  in  the  oarriers  had  been  of  lees 
importance*  he  might  have  taken  acre  positive  control  over  the  amphibious 
operations  within  Iron  Bottom  Sound.  However*  the  faot  that  he  did  not  dc 
so  shows  that  he  felt  that  he  had  established  a state  of  mutual  understand- 
ing with  CTF  62  and  that  within  the  limits  of  responsibility  and  resultant 
authority  CTF  62  would  sot  in  accordance  with  his  expressed  desires*  This 
is  one  of  the  fundamental  requirements  of  command. 

The  oommunioations  for  the  air  operations  were  handled  by  the  Air  Sup- 
port Dlreotor  Group  in  the  transport  HC  CAWLEY  at  Guadalcanal,  by  which  CTF 
62  controlled  the  air  strike  groups  reporting  to  him  from  TG  61*1.  This 
Dlraotcr  Group  had  the  voice  oall  "ORANGE  BASE".  A standby  Air  Support 
Dlreotor  Group  was  set  up  with  radio  communications  in  the  transport  NEVILLE 
at  Tulagi,  and  a fighter  director  unit  with  voioe  call  "BLACK  BASE"  was 
located  in  the  CHICAGO  to  oontrol  the  fighter  cover  for  the  entire  Amp hi b- 
Foroe.  CTF  61  kept  himself  Informed  of  the  general  oonduot  of  the  opera- 
tions of  his  principal  task  groups  by  radio  interception,  voioe  radio* 


* A.  similar  disposition  was  later  employed  at  ihe  Hattie  of  Surlgao  Strait” 
in  the  Battle  for  Leyte  Gulf  Ootober  25th,  1944. 


visual  signals  or  message  drop*.  The  carrier  plane*  aenred  to  receive 
messages  from  CTF  62  via  "ORANGE  BASE"  and  to  deliver  them  to  their  own 
ahip*  or  to  CT3  41.1,  who  in  turn  relayed  them  by  vlaual  mean*  to  CTF  61. 
CTF  61  could  oomnunioate  with  CTF  62  in  similar  fashion. 


By  the  means  of  radio  interoept  CTF  61  reoeived  CINCPAC ' * message*  at 
about  1030  vrarning  him  of  the  seventeen  fighters  and  eighteen  bombers  pro- 
ceeding from  Rabaul  to  attaok  his  forces.  Within  fifteen  minutes  he  reoeived 
another  warning  from  CINCPAC  that  Japanese  submarines  had  been  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Tulagi  to  attaok  Allied  foroes,** 

He  became  immediately  aware  of  the  attaok*  of  oarriar-type  bombers 
over  Guadalcanal  a few  minutes  before  1600.  and  promptly  sent  a visual  ass- 
sage  to  CTG  61.1  (which  the  latter  received  at  1645)  suggesting  a morning 
air  search  on  August  8th  toward  Rabaul,  in  view  of  the  enemy  carrier  re- 
ported there,*** 


Within  the  next  hour  he  re-estimated  the  situation  presented  by  the 
possible  additional  threat  of  a Japanese  carrier  in  the  Solomon  Sea,  super- 
imposed on  the  already  existent  threat  of  land-based  aircraft.  He  became 
very  much  concerned  over  the  safety  of  his  own  carriers,  and  decided  to 
retire  them  sure  to  the  eastward.  At  1600  he  released  a visual  message 
containing  orders  to  CTG  61.1  as  followst  "In  view  of  oarrier  dive  bombers 
encountered  this  afternoon,  revise  night  operations  to  arrive  at  launching 
position  south  of  Cape  Henslow  in  the  morning.  Make  early  search.  Bombers 
last  seen  leaving  Tulagi  on  westerly  course."****  Within  ten  minutes  CTF  61 
(or  CTG  61.1.1)  hod  received  CTG  61,1's  orders  for  flight  operations  on 
August  6th,  including  a planned  search  toward  Rabaul  by  WASP  planes.***** 

At  1627  he  had  an  aoknowledgnent  from  CTG  61,1  that  the  latter  had  already 


that  his  own  Information  indicated  that  the  dive  bombers  wsrs  probably  land- 
based  planes  from  Rabaul  which  had  staged  through  Buka  or  Kieta.  This 
information  was  well  reasoned  for  the  Japanese  dive  bombers  had  actually 
come  from  Rabaul,  staging  through  the  airfield  at  Buka  Paasge.  After  re- 
ceipt of  this  evaluation,  CTF  61  did  not  alter  his  orders  to  CTG  61,1  to 
operate  the  carriers  farther  to  the  eastward  on  August  8th, 


The  dawn  launching  position  for  August  8th  south  of  Cape  Henslow  was 
not  wall  chosen  for  the  search  toward  Rabaul,  It  was  110  miles  eastsouth- 
eaut  of  the  dawn  launching  position  on  August  7th.  The  seeroh  conducted  by 
ENTERPRISE  planes  on  the  morning  of  August  7th  (shown  on  Diagram  C)  had  not 


* btitcPkt  Dispatch  M252B,TlugUTrryi27  to  CW  317  'W,  TOBTOREffT 

**  CINCPAC  Dispatoh  062336,  August  1942,  to  CTF  61,  63,  COMSOPAC. 
***  CTF  61  Visual  Dispatoh  070357,  August  1942  to  CTG  61,1. 
a***  CTF  61  Visual  Dispatoh  070500,  August  1942  to  CTG  61.1, 

*****  CTG  61,1  Visual  Dispatoh  070610,  August  1942  to  WASP,  SARATOGA, 
ENTERPRISE. 

******  CTG  61.1  Visual  Dispatoh  070527,  August  1942  to  CTF  Cl. 


revealed  the  preeenoe  of  • Japanese  carrier  within  a 200  miles  radius  of 
the  more  western  launching  position  of  TO  61,1.  If  an  enemy  carrier  were 
to  be  located  to  the  westward,  or  in  the  direction  of  Rabeul,  should  not 
the  search  at  dawn,  August  8th  have  reached  even  farther  and  should  not 
its  point  of  origin  have  been  moved  farther  to  the  west  rather  than  to  the 
east?  A dawn  search  from  a position  about  100  miles  due  west  of  Tulagl 
would  have  reached  aa  far  north  as  Hints  and  well  to  the  westward  into  the 
Solomon  Sea,  beyond  the  range  of  CTF  83’ a land-based  search  planes.  Dia- 
gram D shows  that  the  search  from  the  position  south  of  Cape  Kens law  wou’d 
merely  duplicate,  both  in  tine  and  area,  the  land-based  searches  already 
planned  by  CTF  63, 

CTF  61  had  received  no  contact  reporta  frost  the  planes  of  TF  63  dur- 
ing August  7th  and  could  thsrsfors  feel  reasonably  confident  that  there 
was  no  Japanese  carrier  in  the  areas  searched  by  the  land-based  uirplanes. 
He  would  not  know  for  sure,  however,  until  CTP  63' s siamsary  came  through 
which  was  usually  about  midnight. 

Why  then  did  CTP  61  not  ohooss  the  more  western  position?  He  had 
already  lost  a number  of  fighters  to  Japanese  planes.  The  western  posi- 
tion would  place  him  within  range  of  Japanese  land-based  attaok  planes  and 
fighters  from  Rabaul.  He  appears  to  have  oonaidered  that  possible  damage 
or  losa  of  one  or  more  of  hia  carriers  was  not  an  aooeptabls  risk,  and 
ohoae  not  to  face  attacks  from  land-baaed  alroraft.  Perhaps  he  was  ef- 
fected by  his  experiences  at  the  Battles  of  Coral  Sea  and  Midway,  wherein 
he  had  lost  two  carriers  - the  LKXXNGTOH  and  YOHKTOWH  - to  the  air  attaokB 
of  Japanese  carrier-baaed  planes.  This  probably  made  him  ciroumspeot 
about  the  possibilities  of  further  reduction  in  the  already  weakened 
strength  of  hie  carrier  roroes.  But  was  it  necessary  to  face  such  en  at- 
tack? Could  not  he  have  moved  into  the  western  position  during  the  night, 
launched  his  search  planes  at  dawn,  than  retired  along  s Point  Option  line 
toward  the  southeast,  and  reoovored  his  search  planes  in  a more  secure 
position? 

The  need  for  protecting  TP  62  from  air  attacks  beeame  even  more 
pressing  with  the  possible  presence  of  a Japanese  carrier.  It  beoame  of 
primary  Importance  to  CTP  61  to  discover  and  to  destroy  this  carrier.  He 
solved  this  problem  about  as  follows  i His  primary  msans  of  search  for 
covering  the  operations  in  progress  were  the  land  and  tender-based  planes 
of  CTF  63,  whioh  oowaander  had  orders  to  provide  him  with  additional  sup- 
port on  oall.  He  was  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  extent  of  coverage  of 
CTF  65*  s search  plan  for  August  8th,  He  knew  that  the  land-basod  planes 
in  Sectors  II  and  IV  (See  Diagram  D)  ware  to  be  abreast  of  Tulagi  at  sun- 
rise. Since  he  did  not  make  any  request  to  C1F  63  for  modified  or  extended 
searches  on  August  8th,  but  instead  ordered  CTO  61,1  to  make  the  dawn 
searoh  for  the  Japanese  carrier,  it  is  presumed  that  he  decided  to  aupaent 
the  inadequate  extent  of  the  land-based  searches  with  carrier-based 
searches.  This  decision  was  sound.  It  is  unfortunate  that  he  did  not 
implement  his  decision  with  specific  orders  to  CTG  61,1  as  to  the  area  to 
be  aearohed.  For  how  could  he  effectively  cover  the  loous  of  a Japanese 


carrier's  most  probable  launching  position*  as  well  as  the  probable  direc- 
tion of  approach  of  an  enemy  surface  force,  unless  his  carrier  searches 
extended  into  new  and  vital  areas  of  the  Solomon  Sea  and  Hew  Georgia  Sound 
("the  Slot")? 

At  about  1745  he  intercepted  CTF  62' s request  to  CTF  63  for  a search 
on  August  8th  of  an  additional  sector  between  290°(T)  and  318°(T)  from 
Ualaita  Island.  He  oould  see  from  this  that  CTF  62  had  arrived  at  a some- 
what similar  analysis  of  the  land-based  searches  and  had  confirmed  his  own 
reasoning  that  they  were  inadequate.  He  noted  however  that  CTF  62  had  ar- 
rived at  a different  solution  in  that  he  desired  to  cover  the  blank  sea 
area  to  the  northwest  of  Tulagi.  This  request  of  CTF  62  undoubtedly  met 
with  his  reasoned  and  silent  approval* 

At  2130  he  received  CTF  62' s summary  of  the  situation  in  Iron  Bottom 
Sound  and  of  the  results  of  the  day's  operations*  In  this  summary  which 
was  addressed  to  CQMSOPACFQR  but  whioh  was  intended  also  for  himself  by 
intercept,  he  noted  that  CTF  62  (a)  requested  maximum  fighter  oover  and 
two  scout  bomber  squadrons  continuously  over  Iron  Bottom  Sound  on  August 
8th,  (b)  requested  scouting  against  the  approach  of  enemy  foroea  from  the 
westward*  which  confirmed  his  own  previous  decision,  and  (c)  reported 
operations  on  ahor  proceeding  satisfactorily  with  little  opposition  at 
Guadalcanal  but  with  the  capture  of  Tulagi,  Gavutu  and  Tanambogo  proceeding 
slowly  but  surely. 

He  weighed  the  information  thus  given,  and  decided  his  seeroh  plan 
and  operating  ar*a  for  the  oarriera  on  August  8th  were  oorreot  and  that  he 
would  abide  by  the  decision  he  had  already  made*  It  is  unluoky  that  he 
did  so,  for  hindsight  shows  that  a seeroh  made  from  the  western  position* 
arrived  at  in  this  analysis*  would  have  discovered  the  Japanese  Cruiser 
Force  off  Bougainville  Island  at  about  0630,  August  8th, 

(d)  OPERATIONS  OF  CTG  61*1  (Commander  Air  Support  Force) 

During  the  day's  operations,  CTO  31,1  operated  his  force  about  sixty 
to  eighty  miles  south  of  Tulagi.  He  was  generally  on  a southeasterly 
course  in  order  to  head  into  the  prevailing  wind*  Diagram  "C"  shows  his 
mean  track  on  August  7th.  He  had  chosen  his  dawn  launching  position* 

Point  VICTOR,  because  his  tight  flight  aohedule  necessitated  that  he  be 
near  enough  to  his  objeotive  to  Insure  that  the  air  support  was  carried 
out  adequately*  and  yet  far  enough  away  to  insure  that  his  carriers  ob- 
tained reasonable  security  from  laud-based  sir  attack  during  these  opera- 
tions* 


The  weather  conditions  in  the  vioinlty  of  TG  61*1  were  a sky  overoast* 
occasional  squalls,  sea  rough,  wind  at  dawn  18  knots  from  126°(T)  reducing 
later  in  the  day  to  5 knots,  visibility  poor  with  no  fcorison  at  dawn*  fly- 
ing oondi$ions  poor* 


a Cffc  Si.S  (6tF  ^5  bispatoh  OilbiO,  August  1942,  to  CCHS0PACF0R. 
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Us  provided  sir  support  and  reconnaissance  for  the  landing  operations 
from  all  three  carriers  from  dawn  until  darkness.  This  air  support  con- 
sisted in  general  of  dive  bomber  attacks  and  fighter  strafing  runs  on  enemy 
positions.  The  same  planes  provided  reconnaissance  for  the  ground  foroea 
and  for  the  location  of  new  targets  for  themselves.  The  sixteen  fighters 
of  the  WASP  air  support  group  at  Tulagi  at  dawn  destroyed  seven  Type-97 
t flying  boats  and  seven  Zero-type  seaplane  fighters  on  the  water  before  they 

could  take  off.  They  also  destroyed  all  the  other  Japanese  seaplanes  of 
I the  YOKOHAMA  Air  Group  on  the  beaches  and  in  the  bushes,  bringing  the 

total  to  a claimed  fifteen  reconnaissance  and  nine  fighters.* 

Throughout  the  seventh.  CTG  61,1  provided  combat  air  patrol  over  both 
| the  transport  groups  and  th«  carrier  foroe.  The  patrol  over  the  transport 

groups  consisted  of  a total  of  sixteen  fighters,  continuously.  These 
fighters  were  in  addition  to  those  of  the  air  support  groups  over  Tulagi 
and  Guadalcanal  mentioned  above.  The  patrol  over  the  carrier  force  con- 
L slated  of  a minimum  of  thirteen  fighters  at  dawn.  He  increased  this  patrol 

^ to  nineteen  fighters  at  about  0800  after  the  initial  dawn  assault,  and  to 

>>  twenty-four  fighters  at  about  1100.  He  also  maintained  an  anti-aubmarine 

patrol  around  TG  61,1  employing  dive  bombers  as  necessary  in  a manner  aim- 
I ilar  to  that  employed  by  the  Allied  task  force  in  the  Battle  of  the  Coral 

Sea, 

1 He  provided  air  search  and  special  reconnaissance  as  follows « 

(a)  At  0600  ho  launched  a flight  of  seven  torpedo  planes  of  VT  Squad- 
> rou  EIGHT  from  the  SARATOGA  to  search  the  northeast  coast  of  Florida 

Island  and  to  reoonnoiter  ifarmasike  Estuary.  This  flight  succeeded  in 
strafing  Port  Purvis  and  in  bombing  a village  at  Longa  Langs  Harbor, 
ilalaita  Island.  Bad  weather  obstructed  its  attempt  to  reoonnoiter  Uarma- 
sike Estuary.  It  returned  to  the  SARATOGA  at  0942. 

. (b)  At  0620  he  launched  three  torpedo  planec,  and  at  0707  five  more 

” torpedo  planes  from  the  ENTERPRISE  to  search  a sector  between  bearings 

270 0 and  0S0°(T)  to  a radiue  of  200  miles.  The  delay  in  launching  the 
) last  five  pianos  was  occasioned  by  the  mechanics  of  carrier  operation. 

The  point  of  origin  of  this  search  was  Lat,  09°-44'S.,  Long.  159°-16,E., 
which  bore  232°(T)  distant  seventy  miles  from  Tulagi.  He  appears  to  h,-vs 
ordered  this  searoh  purely' for  the  seourity  of  the  Air  Support  Force.  The 
searoh  made  a contact  on  a small  Japanese  ship  about  seventy-five  miles 
northnorthwest  of  the  point  of  origin.  The  pilot  of  the  contacting  plane 
reported  this  small  ship  as  an  oiler,  but  it  is  not  impossible  that  it  waa 
the  schooner  which  waa  frequently  sighted  by  various  ships  of  both  sides 
during  the  Hattie  of  Savo  Island  and  which  at  that  time  was  repeatedly 


I 


mistaken  for  a destroyer.  These  search  planes  returned  on  board  the 
ENTERPRISE  at  1039  and  1141,  raapeotiyoly. 

(o)  At  1049  ha  launohad  a aaoond  flight  of  aight  torpedo  planaa  of 
VT  Squadron  EIGHT  from  the  SARATOGA*  Thia  flight  auocoadad  in  Bearohing 
Manaaaika  Estuary,  found  it  clear,  and  ao  reported  to  the  MACKINAC  as  that 
seaplane  tender  was  approaching  to  establish  a seadrome  in  the  Batuary. 

Thia  flight  returned  to  the  SARATOGA  at  1430* 

At  about  1030,  CTG  61,1  received  CINCPAC's  warning  of  an  impending 
air  attack  by  seventeen  fighters  and  eighteen  bombers  of  the  FIFTH  Air 
Attaok  Force  from  Rabaul.*  He  imediately  increased  the  combat  air  patrol 
over  the  carriers  from  nineteen  to  twenty-four  fighters,  and  that  over  the 
transports  to  twenty-four  fighters.  When  the  Japanese  aircraft  attacked  at 
1325,  the  Allied  fighters  prevented  this  attaok  group  from  delivering  any 
damage  to  the  ships  of  TF  62,**  and  shot  down  three  bombers  and  two  fighters 
snd  damaged  nineteen  additional  Japanese  bombers  and  two  fighters.*** 

At  about  1500,  CTG  61.1  reoeived  word  from  the  Air  Support  Control 
Group  (ORANGE  BASE)  that  the  fightsr  patrol  was  engaging  Japanese  carrier- 
type  bombers.  Of  the  total  of  sixteen  Japanese  dive  bombers  that  attacked, 
the  Allied  fighters  aooounted  for  six  planes  shot  down  and  three  damaged. 

The  presence  of  carrier-type  bombers  over  TF  62  naturally  posed  the 
question  to  CT;  61.1  as  to  whether  or  not  a Japanese  carrier  were  present 
In  the  area.  If  it  were,  his  own  oarrier  force  contained  the  primary  means 
of  dealing  with  it.  He  noted  that  the  Japanese  dive  bombers  had  last  been 
seen  retiring  to  the  westward  of  Sevo  Island.  He  elao  noted  that  there  had 
aa  yet  been  no  contnot  reports  from  the  search  planes  of  CTF  63.  It  was 
therefore  probable  that  the  ene*nv  carrier,  if  present  in.  the  are’?,  would  be 
operating  in  the  area  searched  by  CGK3CRVESPAC  planes.  While  he  waa  re- 
set ima  ting  the  situation  at  1555,  he  reoeived  a visual  message  from  CTG 
61.1.2  in  the  ENTERPRISE  which  stated!  "Presence  dive  bombers  indicates 
possibility  enemy  CV  thia  vicinity.  Suggest  search."****  The  same  sugges- 
tion had  been  made  also  by  CTF  61  in  the  SARATOGA je**e*  but  this  latter 
visual  message  was  not  reoeivod  by  CTG  61.1  until  1645,  some  thirty-five 
minutes  after  he  had  already  promulgated  his  operation  orders  for  the  next 
day,  August  8th.******  These  orders  included  a morning  search  by  the  WASP 
and  an  afternoon  seeroh  by  the  ENTERPRISE  toward  Rabaul  primarily  for  a 
reported  Japanese  carrier.****** 


CGMSOPACFQR. 

**  Tier  Diary,  CTF  62,  August  1942. 

***  Strength  and  Disposition  25th  Air  Flotilla,  August  7th,  1942 
CIG  Doouaent  74629  May  12th,  1947. 

****  CIG  61.1.2  (CTF  16)  Visual  Dispatch  070414,  August  1942  to  CTG  61.1 
*****  CTF  81  Visual  Dispatoh  070357,  August  1942  to  CTG  61.1. 

******  CTG  $1.1  Visual  Dispatoh  070510,  August  1942  to  SARATOGA,  WASP  and 
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How  he  evaluated  this  situation  was  revealed  in  hie  meesage  sent  to 
CTP  61  at  1627  in  which  he  stated:  "ify  information  dive  bombers  probably 

land-based  from  Rabaul  via  Buka  or  Kieta,"  He  was  correct.  Hie  order  to 
search  for  a possible  carrier,  even  though  he  considered  the  probability 
that  there  was  none  in  the  area,  indicates  that  he  vas  using  sound  judgment 
to  cover  eneqy  capabilities. 

At  1706  he  received  au  order  from  CTF  61  to  revise  his  night  opera- 
tions to  arrive  at  a dawn  launching  position  on  August  8th  south  of  Cape 
Henalow.*  He  had  previously  established  Point  ROGER,  located  twenty 
miles  south  of  Cape  Henslow,  as  the  position  where  the  carrier  task  groups 
would  rendesvous  at  sunset  on  the  completion  of  flight  operations  on 
August  7th.  He  had  alreacfy  promulgated  hi  a plan  for  the  night  to  retire 
to  the  westward  to  pass  at  2330  through  Point  EASY,  located  at  100  miles 
southsouthwest  of  Tulagi.  These  points  are  shown  on  Diagram  "C". 

At  1711,  he  modified  his  night  operations  as  follows!  to  cease  the 
westerly  retirement  at  2330;  to  turn  south  for  an  hour  and  then  to  return 
to  the  eastward  arriving  at  Point  ROGER  at  0600  Auguat  8th;  to  commence 
the  dawn  launching  at  that  time.** 

The  plot  shows  that  Point  ROGER,  the  dawn  launching  position  he  would 
use  for  August  8th  was  110  miles  farther  east  than  Point  VICTOR,  the  dawn 
launching  position  he  had  used  on  the  previous  day.  He  certainly  realised 
at  this  time  therefore  that  the  searches  he  had  ordered  for  August  8th 
i would  now  fall  far  short  of  reaching  into  new  areas.  The  possibility  of 

locating  a Japanese  carrier  to  the  westward  was  thereby  considerably  re- 
duced. It  was  apparent  that  his  searches  would  now  serve  no  further  pur- 
pose than  to  provide  security  for  his  own  carrier  force.  Since  he  did  not 
make  a recommendation  thereafter  to  CTF  61  to  the  contrary,  it  is  presumed 
that  he  considered  this  to  be  acceptable. 

^ His  operations  throughout  the  day  cost  him  aircraft  as  follows i 

SARATOGA!  Five  fighters  missing  in  action,  one  fighter  and  one  dive 
bomber  crashed;  WASPi  One  fighter,  one  dive  bomber  missing  in  action, 
two  fighters  crashed;  ENTERPRISE!  Four  fighters  missing  in  aotion  and 
two  crashed* 

Hie  total  aircraft  loaaea  August  7th  were  therefore! 

Fighters  10  UIA  (Hissing  in  Action) 

5 ora shed 

Dive  Bombers  1 UIA 

1 crashed 

■ V WST  Visual'  UTsTaToT  "070'5CSSr  Xu^a't'  rtc^TTCrgr  7T, 

**  CTG  61,1  Visual  Dispatch  070611,  August  1942  to  TG  61.1. 
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At  2400,  TO  61.1*6  position  was  bearing  165°(T),  distant  126  miles 
from  Tulagi  as  shown  on  Diagram  "C", 

(e)  OPERATIONS  OF  ALLIED  SUBMARINES 

(1)  Operations  of  S-38 

The  Commanding  Offioer  of  the  submarine  S-38  on  August  7th  was  pa- 
trolling off  Cape  St.  George,  New  Ireland.  At  1017  hs  noted  that  the  traf- 
fic of  the  Japanese  line  of  communication  was  about  eight  miles  off  the 
New  Ireland  coast.  He  therefore  shifted  his  patrol  station  to  that  area* 
for  the  remainder  of  the  day.  At  1930  (about  sunset)  he  set  course  3ii0°(T) ; 
and  seven  minutes  later  sighted  what  he  thought  were  two  destroyers,  one 
bearing  five  degrees  to  the  left  and  the  other  fifteen  degrees  to  the  right 
of  dead  ahead.*  He  immediately  submerged  and  then  turned  right  to  assume 
the  course  050°(T),  normal  to  his  patrol  line  of  320°(T)«*  Five  minutes 
later  (at  1942)  the  two  "destroyers"  (possibly  the  light  cruisers  TEHRYO 
and  YURARI  which  were  disposed  on  either  bow  of  the  CHOKAI)  passed  very 
close  aboard,  ahead  and  astarn  of  the  S-38.*  About  three  minutes  later, 
at  1945,  at  least  three  larger  unidentified  ships  passed  directly  ahead 
of  the  S-38,  one  of  which  was  so  close  that  its  wash  caused  the  submarine 
to  roll  seven  degrees.*  This  formation  was  traveling  at  a "very  high 
speed",  and  all  ships  wore  too  close  to  the  S-38  for  her  to  fire  torpedoes.* 

At  2000,  as  the  last  of  those  ships  had  passed  in  column,  the  Com- 
manding Offioer,  S-38  changed  course  to  140° (l)  to  trail  and  track  them,* 

At  2010,  all  sound  had  faded.* 

The  Commanding  Officer,  S-38  did  not  know  the  identity  or  types  of 
these  ships.  He  had  a fair  idea  of  the  cruising  formation,  the  course  and 
speed;  but  he  had  mistaken  light  oruisers  for  destroyers  and  had  counted 
only  three  heavier  ships  when  in  fact  there  were  five.  Ho  considered  this 
contact  of  sufficient  importance  that  he  surfaced  and  reported  it  by  radio 
to  CQ13S05TESPACF0R.  The  latter  broadcast  it  at  0730,  August  8th,  and  it  was 
received  by  the  responsible  commanders  in  the  S0PAC  Area  at  0738,  August 
8th**  - eleven  hours  and  thirty-eight  minutes  after  the  contact  was  made, 
but  in  plenty  of  time  for  consideration  and  evaluation  by  those  commanders. 

At  2037,  the  Commanding  Officer,  S-38  steadied  on  course  180°(T)*; 
and  at  2222  he  sighted  a large  submarine  on  bearing  250°(T),  distant  about 
five  miles,  heading  on  a southeasterly  course  at  high  speed.*  He  was  un- 
able to  close  the  enemy  submarine  for  attack,  because  the  latter  passed 
ahead  rapidly  and  disappeared  to  the  south.*  This  contact  was  reported 
and  reached  CTF  62  at  0700  August  8th,  who  in  turn  alerted  his  lorce  to 
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the  possibility  that  a submarine  might  enter  the  Tulagi-Guadaloanal  Area 
on  the  eighth. a The  S-38  had  sighted  the  Japanese  submarine  1-121.  an 
route  from  Rabaul  to  Tulagi  to  attaok  tl_j  Allied  transports.** 

(2)  Operations  of  S-44 

The  S-44  was  proceeding  oastward  along  the  southern  coast  of  Hew 
Hanover  Island  en  route  to  the  entranoe  to  Steffen  Strait  until  about 
0700.***  It  arrived  there  too  late  to  intercept  the  five  Japanese  oruia- 
ers  which  had  sortied  from  Steffen  Strait  at  0650.  It  remained  on  this 
station  throughout  the  day,  guarding  the  exit  of  Byron  Strait  as  well  as 
Steffen  Strait,  but  made  no  contacts.^** 

(f)  OPERATIONS  CF  CTF  S3  (Commander  Aircraft,  South  Pacific  Force) 

CTF  63  conducted  air  searches  in  support  of  SOPAC  Operations,  employ- 
ing a plan  somewhat  similar  to  that  flown  the  preceding  day;  but  modified 
somewhat,  as  shown  in  Diagram  "C",  The  principal  change  was  that  Sector 
IV  was  flown  from  Espiritu  Santc  rather  than  from  Efate.  In  addition,  the 
fan  of  searches  flown  from  Espiritu  Santo  was  re-aligned  by  minor  changes 
in  the  limiting  bearings  of  Sectors  II,  III,  IV  and  V. 

Sector  I,  which  was  not  changed,  was  not  searched  on  this  day  because 
of  bad  weather.  However,  a searoh  was  made  from  Koumac  to  the  area  to  the 
southwest  of  Sector  I,  as  a consequence  of  which  one  B-l7  failed  to  return. 

Sector  II  was  to  be  searched  by  two  B-17*s.  The  search  in  the  right 
half  waa  reported  negative;  the  search  in  the  left  half  was  unroported  and 
the  plane  assigned  to  it  failed  to  return.  Both  of  these  planes  were  di- 
rected to  be  abreast  of  Tulagi  at  sunrise  ****  in  accordance  with  CTF  61’ a 
request  for  such  action.*****  However,  it  is  possible  that  the  missing 
plane  failed  to  arrive  there,  since  it  was  not  heard  from.  CTF  61  desired 
these  planes  abreast  of  Tulagi  at  sunrise  in  order  to  provide  increased 
security  for  the  Allied  Expeditionary  Force,  TF  62,  which  was  to  arrive  in 
the  Tulagi-Guadalcanal  Area  by  dawn. 

Sectors  III,  V and  VI  were  searched,  as  shown  on  Diagram  *C",  with 
negative  results. 

Sector  IV  waa  also  searched,  as  shown  on  Diagram  "C",  with  negative 
results.******  The  search  planes  in  this  sector,  in  addition  to  those  in 


* CTF  62  Dispatch  OftiOOd,  August  1942,  to  .F*  62.  " 

**  Japanese  Report  of  Meritorious  Action,  SU3R0NS  3 and  7 CIG  Intelli- 
gence Report  74834  distributed  liiy  12th,  1947. 

***  War  Diary,  S-44,  August  1942. 

****  CTF  63  Dispatch  300820,  July  1942  to  CTF  61. 

*****  CTF  61  Dispatch  290857,  July  1942  to  CTF  63. 

******  vf&r  Diary,  CTF  63,  August  1942, 


Sector  II,  were  directed  to  be  abreast  Tulagi  at  sunrise,  and  presumably 
complied*  These  six  planes  in  Sector  IV,  as  well  as  the  three  search 
planes  in  Sector  III,  proceeded  late  in  the  afternoon  to  base  at  Uaramasike 
Estuary  rather  than  at  Espiritu  Santo  on  completion  of  their  search  mission** 
The  tender  MACKINAC,  whioh  served  as  the  base  for  these  planes,  had  arrived 
there  from  Noumea  shortly  after  1400.** 

Table  3 indicates  the  disposition  of  Allied  land  and  tender-based  air- 
craft in  the  SOPAC  Area  as  of  2400,  August  '<th. 

(g)  OPERATIONS  OF  COMMANDER  ALLIED  AIR  FORCES  SOWESPAC 


Commander  Allied  Air  Forces  North  Eastern  Area,  SCOTESPAC,  conducted 
air  searohes  in  support  of  the  Allied  invasion  of  the  Tulagi-Ouadaloanal 
Area  on  August  7th  as  follows  t*** 

(a)  Five  Hudsons  from  tha  Fall  River  Field  at  Milne  Bay  reoonnoitered 
the  Solomon  Islands  in  Reconnaissance  Area  "B". 

(b)  One  B-17  from  Port  Moresby  searched  Reconnaissance  Area  "C"; 
another  reoonnoitered  Reconnaissance  Area  "D";  and  a third  B-17  departed 
on  a photographic  intelligence  mission  in  Reconnaissance  Area  "Ew;  but 
turned  back  just  beyond  the  Lusancay  Islands  in  the  Solomon  Sea,  probably 
because  of  mechanical  difficulties,  and  did  not  complete  this  mission. 

Mono  of  the  above  reconnaissance  revealed  any  significant  movement  of 
Japanese  forces. 

Commander  Allied  Air  Forces  North  Eastern  Area  also  conducted  routine 
bombing  attacks  on  the  air  fields  at  Rabaul,  The  firat  striking  group, 
composed  of  thirteen  B-17’s  from  Port  Moresby,  sighted  a Japanese  cruiser 
force  about  tweuty-fiva  miles  north  of  Rabaul.  This  contact  was  reported 
as  one  heavy  cruiser,  three  light  oruisers  and  one  destroyer  in  position 
Latitude  03°-46’S,  Longitude  1510-66'E,  on  course  270°(T)  at  speed  thirty 
knots.***  These  Japanese  ships  were  in  faot,  the  CHOKAI  and  the  four 
oruisers  of  CRUDIV  SIX.  The  B-17’s  did  not  attack  the  cruisers,  but  con- 
centrated on  their  assigned  objective,  Vunakanau  airdrome  at  Rabaul. 

This  act  indicates  that  Japanese  naval  vessols  were  not  primary  tar- 
gets for  the  bombers  of  the  SOWESPAC  command  at  this  time.  The  matter  had 
been  thoroughly  disoussed  in  conference  by  COUSONESPAC  and  COMSOPAC.  They 
had  agreed  that  attacks  on  naval  targets,  with  the  possible  exoeption  of 
airoraft  carriers,  would  be  made  by  SOWESPAC  aircraft  only  upon  specific 
request  from  COMSOPAC. 


" v War  'B'l'aiy,  CURTISS.  AuglTsTlW. 

**  War  Diary,  CTF  63,  August  1942. 

***  Operations  Report,  Allied  Air  Foroes,  SOWESPAC  Area,  August  7th,  1942. 
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The  report  of  the  contact  on  the  Japar'ose  cruiBera  at  1231  was  not 
broadcast  by  COMSOKESPAC  until  2319, a and  was  not  received  by  COMSOPAC 
until  2400.  This  delay  of  eleven  hours  and  twenty-nine  minutes  denied 
CCJMSOPAC  tho  opportunity  of  requesting  an  immediate  air  attack,  should  he 
have  desired  it. 

On  the  afternoon  of  August  7th,  the  Allied  Air  Forces,  SCWESPAC, 
•iso  sighted  six  unidentified  ships  in  St,  George' 3 Channel,  heading  out 
on  a southeasterly  course,**  The  report  of  this  contact  wae  made  in  the 
same  dispatch*  that  reported  the  Japanese  Cruiser  Force  north  of  Rabaul, 


* COMSORBSPAC  l)ispatoK  0*71219,  August  1942",  to  CIWCPAC,  all  CTF's 
Proifio  and  all  CTF's  S0BE3PAC. 

**  Operations  Report,  Allied  Air  Forces,  30KESPAC  Area,  August  7th,  1942, 


CHAPTER  VI 


JAPAVESB  RKACTI 0* 


0000  August  8th  to  2400  August  8th 


(a)  OFKRATIOHS  OF  COMMAMDER  CP. USSR  FORCE 


Cotntwndsr  Cruiser  Fore*  continued  onward  after  0000,  August  8th 
along  the  track  060°(T)  ae  sbona  on  Diagram  "D".  He  realised  that  during 
the  8th  he  mould  be  called  upon  to  sake  tome  important  deolelooa  for  which 
he  required  additional  intelligence.  Among  these  decisions  mas  the  vital 
one  whether  or  not  to  make  the  planned  night  attack.  There  is  no  docu- 
mentary evidence  to  indicate  that  Commander  Cruiser  Force  at  any  time 
entertained  doubts  as  tc  hie  ohanoes  for  ultimate  euooese  in  the  forth- 
coming night  action,  fiowevor,  he  apparently  considered  that  tha  intelli- 
gence whioh  he  had  reoeived  on  August  7th  from  the  Commander  FIFTH  Air 
Attack  Force,  although  considerable,  mas  not  fully  adequate  for  the 
purposes  of  his  planned  night  action.  He  knam  that  he  mould  receive 
store  information  from  Commander  FIFTH  Air  Attack  Foroa  on  August  8th,  In 
addition  to  this  he  could  obtain  information  more  directly  applicable  to 
his  own  planned  operations  by  smploying  his  ©jsa  o miser  scouting  pianos* 

To  obtain  first-hand  Intelligence  it  mas  nooessary  for  him  to  olose 
the  enemy  so  that  his  ship-based  planes  might  be  within  proper  range  to 
make  suitable  reocnnalssanoe  of  Tulagi  and  to  search  for  tha  Allied 
carrier  foroes.  He  determined  to  olose  the  Tulagi  area  to  a distance  as 
mould  not  seriously  endanger  hi*  osssand  to  Allied  counteraction  by  air, 
and  as  mould  be  clc«*  enough  to  permit  hir  to  reach  his  objective  under 
the  oover  of  darkness  to  execute  his  attack  that  night  with  an  expeotaney 
of  auocess,  Mindful  of  the  fact  that  ha  had  base,  sighted  the  preceding 
day  off  Rabaul,  he  desired  an  operating  area  wherein  his  presence,  if 
again  discovered,  mould  not  noosasarily  divulge  hie  particular  oourse  of 
action.  He  hoped  to  confuse  any  Allied  reocnnalssanoe  planes  as  to  his 
projected  plans  for  a night  notion*  Hs  therefore  decided  to  operate  in 
an  araa  due  east  of  Bougainville  throughout  the  morning  of  August  8th 
while  his  cruiser  planes  scouted.  This  area  mas  three  hundred  miles  from 
Tulagi  and  appeared  to  be  well  beyond  the  range  of  carrier  aircraft. 

At  0100,  he  passed  the  northern  tip  of  Buka  Island  ten  miles  absam 
to  starboard  and  chan  gad  oourss  to  tha  southeastward  to  parallel  the 
east  coast  of  Bougainville  Island  and  to  arrive  at  his  selsoted  damn 
lauDohiny  position.  At  0600,  about  a half-hour  before  sunrise,  as 
Commander  Cruiser  Force  neared  his  selected  operating  area,  ha  direoted 
that  one  plane  from  each  of  the  heavy  orulstrs  be  oatapeulted  at  0625  to 
search  fanwlse  from  the  point  of  origin  as  folloao,  tha  C90CAI  plans 
070°(T),  tha  FTWOTAKA  plans  06B»(T),  the  XIIUQA8A  plana  100° (T)j  tha  SARD 
plana  11 6°  (T)  and  AO  BA  plane  150°  (T) . The  latter  plane  mas  to 
reocmnolter  the  Tulagi  area,  Bach  of  the  above  planes  was  to  search  for 
the  womay  to  a radius  of  250  miles,  fly  & cross-lag  to  the  left  for 


thirty  miles,  and  return  to  the  parent  ship,*  The  point  of  origin  lor 
the  aearoh  and  for  rendezvous  on  return,  was  Lat.  OS6-  SI'S.,  Long*  1666- 
20»I* 

At  about  0626,  just  a few  minutes  before  sixirice  ihioh  occurred  at 
0632,  eaoh  of  the  heavy  cruisers  except  the  FTKUTAKA  launched  one  plane 
as  dlreoted*  The  latter  plane  was  cancelled,  probably  because  the  ex- 
tensive atoll  and  reefs  of  Qngtcng  Java  on  bearing  0660(7)  obstruoted  the 
approach  of  any  onaaiy  surfaoe  foroe  through  that  seetor  end  made  a search 
of  it  unnecessary*  The  weather  at  ti  ' * Mae  was  satisfactory  for  flying 
and  the  visibility,  exoept  for  a part*rf  <c udy  sky,  was  exoellent  in  the 
vioinity  of  the  Cruiser  FOroe* 

After  launching  planes,  ths  Cruiser  Foroe  operated  in  two  groups* 

The  heavy  cruisers  operated  together  in  a a owe what  dispersed  wanner  to 
facilitate  the  recovery  of  aircraft*  The  light  oruisers  and  the  destroyer 
TUN  A/91  remained  within  visual  signal  distanoe  of  ths  heavy  oruisers* 

There  were  no  destroyers  to  screen  the  heavy  oruisers  against  submarines, 
so  CoasBander  Cruiser  Foroe  employed  an  inner  air  patrol  for  this  purpose, 
flow  by  the  cruiser  planes  that  were  not  used  on  the  search  and  reoonnai- 
ssanoe  mission.  These  tactics  were  employed  presumably  to  assist  in  de- 
ceiving any  Allied  plane  or  submarine  ae  to  his  intention,  end  to  allow 
complete  freedom  of  aotion  for  individual  ships  to  avoid  submarines  1 coated 
by  the  Inner  air  patrol*  Certainly  a number  of  single  ships  maneuvering 
independently  afforded  much  smaller  and  less  vulnerable  targets,  end  the 
multiplicity  of  their  wakes  pressntsd  a such  mors  oonfused  unf 'renter 
sound  condition  to  submarines  thsn  would  ths  entire  formation. 

At  1020  cue  of  jouFw  ships  of  CRUDI7  SIX,  visile  operating  in  ths 

vioinity  of  Lat*  060-56*8*,  Long*  166°-SO*g.,  sighted  s single  Lookheed 
bomber j**  and  six  minutes  latsr  the  CHOXAX  sighted  this  plane  on  bearing 
lieo(T).*** 

At  1030  the  0X0  received  Information  that  another  Lookheed  bomber 
was  about  forty- five  minutes  tmy.*  The  souroe  of  the  infermmtion  was 
possibly  the  AOBA's  plane  which  might  have  o be  erred  the  R.A.A.F.  Hudson 
which  was  thsn  to  ths  northeast  in  the  vioinity  of  Tauu  Islands* 

At  1036  the  CHOKAX  lost  osntact  with  ths  Hudson  that  bad  boon 
shadowing  her*  This  plans,  which  was  operating  from  Fall  River,  had  not 
remained  to  trail  the  Japanese  ships  but  instead  had  continued  on  towards 
its  bass*  In  view  of  this  contaot,  the  ships  of  CHODEV  SIX  changed  course 


* War  biery  EjJtO,  August  Tib-iofck  ibdfc,  "Solomons  Sea  Battle*,  Wbc 
Document  160163. 

**  cRUPJV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  jf6,  Solomons  Navel  Aotion,  August  7th- 
10th  1942,  CIO  Document  86927,  June  27th,  1947, 

***  War  Diary  8th  Fleet,  August  7tfa-10th  1942,  CIO  Document  74633,  Hay 
12th,  1947. 


fro*  tlM  to  ti am  la  an  mdunr  to  oonfuse  tho  on— y plana  believing 
that  they  vara  still  being  trailed. 

Between  1036  and  1060  every  aruisor  exoopt  the  J0BA  raoovarad  har 
planes.*  Tha  ADM  plana,  shioh  had  gosa  to  tba  Tulagl-Ouadal oanal  Iras 
did  not  return  until  latar  baoauaa  of  tha  greeter  flight  distanoa  involved 
in  its  mission* 

After  all  planes  axe  apt  tha  AOM's  had  been  resort  rod,  Cesnander 
Cruiser  Pores  directed  tha  orulscrs  to  reform  on  his  flagship*  As  tha 
ships  vara  closing  at  about  1100,  tha  CBOKAI  obsarrad  an  enemy  pl«*»  bear- 
ing 530°(T),*e  and  at  1106  COMCRODIT  BIOBTK0  obsarrad  tha  sane  plana* 
ohloh  ha  idsntlfiad  as  a B-26»*«  bat  vhieh  mas  actually  a second  Austra- 
lian Hudson  operating  out  of  Fall  Riser*  Conaandar  Cruiser  Fores  seems 
to  bars  bona  oonrlnood  that  his  command  had  bom  shadowed  by  tha  aaaa 
plana  sines  1020* 

Sons  few  minutes  latar,  tha  CEQKAI  obsarrad  that  the  trailing  plana 
was  oloelng,  apparsntly  to  obtain  more  Information*  At  1110  tha  CH0KA1 
opened  fire  and  sueoeeded  in  dibeouraging  tha  Hudson,  for  it  retired  and 
disappeared  from  slew  at  lllS*e* 

Sonatina  around  1200  tha  ADDA  plana  uhieh  hod  bam  reeannoitering  the 
Tulagi-Ouadaleanal  area  was  raaorarad  and  tha  entire  formation  mi  re- 
formed. Tha  pilot  of  the  AOBA  plana  gars  a moot  detailed  account  of  tha 
Allied  aatiritias  in  the  tulagi*  Quadaloanal  arm*  Ha  raportodt 

(a)  In  tha  Lungs  Point  area,  one  battleship,  four  oruisers  and 
a seen  destroyer  s,  one  ship  raambling  an  assort  carrier,  and  flftam 
transports*  Hs  also  reported  that  tha  oruisers  and  destroyers  ware  con- 
ducting a roving  patrol  and  that  tha  transports  were  at  anehor. 

(b)  In  tha  Tulagi  arm,  two  heavy  oruisers,  twelve  destroyer#  and 
three  transports  all  underway  in  tha  vicinity  of  tho  Tulagi  light- 
honaa.ee** *** ***• 


Tha  above  intelligence  was  surprisingly  sao urate*  Thors  ware,  of 
course,  neither  tha  battleship  nor  tho  vsoort  carrier  present*  Thera 


* War  biary  UtO,  August  7tfc  10th  1942,  "8ol«uu  Sea  Battle^,  WDC 
Doaunant  160143* 


•*  Har  Diary  6th  Fleet,  August  7th- 10th,  1642,  CIO  Doounmt  74633, 
May  12,  1947. 

***  H coords  CRD  MV  16,  August  6th,  1942,  WDC  Doaunant  160964* 

***•  CRDDIV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  #6,  Solomons  fsvml  Action,  Angust 
7th- 10th,  1942,  CIO  Doaoamt  86927,  June  27th,  1947* 
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mri  in  feet  eight  oruisers,  rather  than  sixj  twenty-four  deetroyere, 
destroyer  transports  and  minesweepers,  rather  than  nineteen}  and  nineteen 
large  transports  or  supply  ships  rather  than  eighteen* 

Commander  Cruiser  Foroe  now  re-estimated  the  situation*  Re  had  in- 
formation making  it  apparent  that  the  strength  of  the  Allied  surface  f .roes 
in  Iron  Bottom  Sound  was  greater  than  that  of  his  own  foroe  if  concentrated 
against  him,  hut  their  division  between  Tulagi  and  Guadalcanal  was  a faotor 
in  his  favor*  Rs  had  just  been  located,  and  he  presumed  that  the  Allied 
reoonnai stance  plane  had  immediately  reported  his  position*  He  hoped  that 
his  deoeptive  taotioa,  principally  of  heading  northwest  while  the  Allied 
plane  was  In  the  vloinity,  would  oonfuse  the  Allied  commanders  an  receipt 
of  the  contact  report  ae  to  his  intentions.  Re  knew  the  FIFTH  Air  Attaok 
Foroe  would  deliver  a strong  air  attaok  against  the  Allied  foroee  at  about 
noon.  He  oould  expect  e summary  of  the  results  of  thia  attaok  and  of  the 
land-baaed  reoonneissanoe  for  the  day  at  about  15S0,  ainoe  that  was  the 
time  he  had  received  it  on  the  7th*  He  decided  to  carry  out  his  planned 
night  attaok,  and  at  1S00  headed  south  at  twenty-four  knots  to  peso  through 
Bougainville  Strait  at  1537. 

Hie  decision  wee  bold)  for  if  he  had  underestimated  the  intelligence 
or  aggressiveness  of  the  Allied  oarrler  foroe  so  ascender,  he  oould  well 
have  been  placing  hie  foroe  in  a position  to  be  bombed  by  Allied  carrier- 
based  aircraft  before  sunset*  Actually  Commander  Cruiser  Foroe  had  made 
a eorrset  deolslon  and,  to  use  the  words  of  COMCRUCIV  SIX,  "The  Commander*  e 
decision  to  attack  et  night  and  hie  direotion  of  the  operation  offered 
an  opportunity  of  great  suooess*"* 

At  1600,  ha  had  traversed  Bougainville  Strait  end  turned  into  "The 
Slot*"  He  had  not  aa  yet  received  the  air  attack  and  reoonnai ssanoe 
eumsary  from  Oomnander  FIFTH  Air  Attack  Foroe*  He  had  oosmitted  hie 
foroe,  and  only  two  and  a half  hours  remained  before  sunset*  He  desired 
more  information  aa  to  the  Allied  strength  and  disposition  1st®  in  the 
aftsrnoom  and  wished  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  damage  done  by  the 
Japanese  bombers  on  August  8th*  He  therefore  for  a second  tine,  dis- 
patched a oruiaer  scouting  plane  from  the  A0BA  at  ISIS  to  reoannolter 
Tulagi*  The  pilot  was  briefed  to  cruise  at  two  hundred  and  sixteen  knots, 
to  proceed  on  oourse  140o(f ) to  pace  between  Choleeul  end  Telia  Lave 11a 
Islands,  and  tfeanoe  to  proceed  to  Tulagi*  Commander  Cruiser  Force  expect- 
ed that  this  pilot  would  arrive  over  Tulagi  by  1725,  would  obtain  detailed 
reoonnai  eeaaoe  information  by  1750  and  would  return  to  the  AO  BA  before  <:b*> 
end  of  evening  twill grt  at  1910* 

At  1640  Commander  Cruiser  Poroe  issued  hie  Sigial  Order  lo*  26  whloh 
oentained  his  instructions  to  his  oomsmnd  for  the  night  notion.  These 
instructions  have  been  translated  ae  follows) 


eTJRJHIT  1 detailed  Cattle'  Report  f6,  Solomons  Vaval  Aoilcn,  August  fiL- 
10th,  1942,  CIO  Dooumset  86927,  Juno  27th,  1947* 
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”1»  During  the  night  the  cruising  disposition  will  consist  of  a Min 
body  and  a vanguard.  The  main  body  will  be  composed  of  the 
CriOXAI , followed  by  CRUDJV  SIX*  with  1000  meters  between  ships. 
The  vanguard  will  be  stationed  3000  meters  ahead  of  the  CHORAIj 
and  will  consist  of  the  TBJRYU  and  TUNAGI  to  port,  end  the 
TO  BARI  to  starboard*  separated  by  an  interval  of  6000  meters. 

”2.  Before  the  rush  in  (approaoh)*  if  enemy  small  craft  are  en> 

countered*  the  van&iard  will  oheok  them  strongly  while  the  main 
body  heads  southward. 

”3.  At  the  time  of  tho  rush  in  (approach),  all  ships  will  form  battle 
onluma.  Order  of  ships i CHOXAI,  CRUDIV  SIX,  THTRYO,  TO BARI, 
and  YUM  ACT  with  a distance  of  1200  metars  between  ships. 

"4.  In  the  approaoh  tha  Cruiser  force  will  first  pass  south  of  Savo 
Island  and  will  torpedo  the  main  sneaky  force  In  the  Quadaloanal 
anchorage}  after  whioh  it  will  head  towards  the  Tulagl  anchorage 
to  shell  and  torpedo  the  enemy.  The  Cruiser  Force  will  then 
withdraw  north  of  Savo  Island.  Saoh  commanding  officer  will 
operate  independently  as  regards  gun  and  torpedo  firings. 

"5.  As  a means  of  recognition  eaoh  ship  will  display  shite  sleeves 
on  saoh  side  of  the  bridge.  Eaoh  sleeve  will  be  one  mater  in 
diameter  and  seven  sisters  long. 

Speed  will  be  twenty-four  knots  at  tha  time  ox  the  rush  in 
( approaoh )."• 

This  order  was  simple,  it  appears  to  havs  been  based  on  gaining  the 
factor  of  surprise*  although  surprise  is  not  mentioned.  Whether  surprise 
were  achieved  or  not*  the  attaok  was  to  be  oarried  out.  7hs  objective  uf 
this  attaok  was  the  destruction  of  any  Allied  foroes  enoouatered*  but 
particularly  the  transports,  as  stated  In  Cosmmuider  Cruiser  Force'  a 
Estimate  of  the  Situation  made  on  the  previous  day  wherein  he  planned  "to 
et riles  the  anchored  eiumy  o envoys  at  night  and  dsstroy  them.”**  COMCRUDIV 
EIGHTEEN  also  stated  that  the  targets  were  the  transports.*** 

Commander  Cruiser  Fores  had  chosen  a ooluao  formation  for  battle,  led 
by  his  strongest  ship*  the  CBOKAI » tapering  off  in  strength  with  the  heavy 
oruisere  of  C&UD1V  SIX  next  in  eolusm,  followed  by  the  light  oruisers  of 


* Reoorde  cWfolV  IB*  August  TBPRK  lb4Z,  WDC  Document  IBB0SC 
**  Commander  8th  Fleet's  Estimate  of  the  Situation  regarding  American 
landings  on  Guadalcanal  and  Tulagl  on  August  7th,  1942,  CIO  Dooissent 
73843.  May  7th*  1S42. 

***  U.8.  8trategie  Bombing  Survey  Interrogation  Wav.  £61,  Vt>l.  I.  In- 
terrogation of  Japanese  Officials.  Interrogation  of  Rear  Actalral 
Matsuyama,  IJV*  page  255. 
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CjRUDIV  BIGHTBEB  sad  the  destroyer  TUSAf'I  bringing  up  the  rear*  Japanese 
officials  stated  later  that  ha  employed  this  * a Inf la  file"  night  battle 
formation  baoauaa  this  occasion  was  the  first  that  the  CBOXAI , CF.UDIV  SIX 
and  CRUDIV  SIOHTSHI  had  joined  foroes  and,  up  to  this  tine,  they  had  never 
engaged  in  maneuvers  together •* 

At  1664,  the  Cruiser  Ft) roe  turned  to  a southeasterly  heading  to  pass 
between  Santa  Isabel  and  Mew  Georgia  Islands  on  course  1L0°(T),  speed 
twenty- four  knots*  At  this  time  Commands r Cruiser  Fores  directed  that 
Condition  TWO  be  set  in  all  ships  and  that  at  1950  Condition  OMB  be  set* 
What  these  Japanese  oondi^lons  of  readinesr  were  is  not  known*  but  it  is 
probable  that  they  corresponded  closely  to  the  Anerioan  Conditions  TWO 
and  OWI  Basy*  For,  as  will  be  s)<oen  later,  the  Japanese  appear  to  have 
merely  alerted  the  gun  orews  as  battle  appeared  iuainent* 

At  1716  thr  seaplane  oa.-rlsr  AUT8HJHIMA  was  sighted  "hull  down"  in 
the  vicinity  of  also  Island  bearing  about  140t*(T). 

At  ltl6  sunset  occurred* 

it  1840  Commander  Cruisar  Foroe  exhorted  hie  eomaandt  'Let  ue  atteok 
with  certain  victory  in  tha  traditional  night  attaok  of  the  imperial  Wavyl 
Key  each  one  calmly  do  hie  utmost V* 

At  this  tim  eaoh  iMp  properly  disposed  of  all  combust Iblj  materials, 
depth  charges,  and  ell  light  oil  atored  above  the  water  line*  Al1  battle 
preparations  were  earn,  and  oouree  was  eat  for  Tulagl  Strait* 

At  191C  evening  twilight  ended* 

At  1916  Commander  Cruiser  Force  jhvt  “>ff  signal  flares  to  guide  the 
AO  BA  plane  bask  to  the  ar  rtwsrot  hut  the  plane  failed  to  return,  * avinj 
been  shot  down  over  Tulagi.ee 

At  2100  Coseaancsr  Cruiser  FOroe  received  a dispatch  from  Commander 
FIFTH  Air  Attack  Ft*-...*,  stating  that  his  bombers  had  attaoked  the  Allied 
Forces  in  the  Tulagl-Ouadaloarxl  Area  about  noon  and  had  sunk  two  heavy 
orulssrs,  one  large  cruiser*  two  destroyers  and  nine  transports i and  had 
ba«JUy  damaged  one  heavy  oruiser  and  two  transports,  all  three  of  which 
were  left  burning.***  This  was  most  heartening  news  to  Commander  Cruiser 


* (HQ,  8 CAP,  Military  Intelligence  beetle*,  TSeneral  Staff,  Allied  trans- 
lator and  Interpreter  Section  WDC  Document  16488,  March  28th,  1946, 
Bight  tngsgsment  Trask  Chrrt  for  Wsport  of  8aa  Battle  off  Savo  Island, 
August  8th,  1942* 

•*  Track  Chart  fl  Annexed  to  CRUDTV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  ffl,  Solomons 
level  Aetlon  August  7th- 10th  1942,  CIG  Document  86927 f August  27th, 
1947. 

«•*  Records  CRUDIV  IB,  August  8th,  1942,  WDC  Dommmn 
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Foroe  for  hia  m reconnai  nance  plane  «u  new  two  hours  overdue  and  fail- 
ed to  return  fro*  Tulagi  with  the  information  he  desired.  It  than  became 
clear  to  him  that  his  ahanoes  of  making  a successful  night  attack  had  bean 
greatly  increased.  According  to  his  best  estimate  the  Allied  foroe  than 
numbered  but  one  battleship,  three  a reisers  (one  of  which  was  badly 
damaged)  set sn teen  destroyers,  and  nine  transports  (two  of  ahioh  were 
burning). 

The  Japanese  had  plaoed  great  stress  in  their  fleet  training  on  night 
attack  procedures,  and  all  ships  were  expeoted  to  operate  undsr  night 
attaok  doctrines.  One  of  the  Japanese  dootrinee  for  dark  nights  was  to 
dispatch  from  the  attack  force  an  illuminating  unit,  composed  generally  of 
two  planas,  to  illuminate  the  targets  whsn  the  attaok  foroe  was  within 
striking  distance.  Pursuant  to  this  dootrine.  Commander  Cruiser  Porce 
dispatched  two  pianos  at  2315,  one  from  the  AD  BA  and  one  from  the  IAKO 
with  instructions  to  lay  a course  marker  to  guide  the  cruiser  foroe  into 
the  target  area,  to  reoonnoiter  and  report  the  disposition  of  Allied 
forces,  and  to  illuminate  the  transports  when  the  CHOKAI  was  twenty  miles 
away. 


At  233$,  CRUDIV  EIGHT15HI  sighted  on  bearing  14CP(T)  a marker  lamp 
dropped  by  one  of  the  planes.  This  marker  had  been  dropped  with  Cape 
Ksperenoe  bearing  140°(T),  distenoe  about  thirty  sdlas.  This  dletanoe 
seesu  to  hare  been  chosen  to  insure  that  the  marker  waa  not  seen  by  the 
Allied  forces  so  that  the  faotor  of  surprise  might  not  thereby  be  lost. 

It  is  assumed  that  this  marker  waa  employed  by  the  Japanese  in  their 
navigation,  #iloh  navigation  was  very  aoeurate  indeed. 

At  2342,  Commander  Cruiser  foroe  observed  a light  on  bearing  12 6° (T) 
in  the  Tulagi  area.  Three  minutes  later,  at  2346,  the  KAKO  also  sighted 
flrvo  of  land  Installations  in  the  aireotian  of  Tulagi i and  finally  at 
2365,  COMCRUDIV  SIX  reported  a reflection  of  a large  fire  in  the  sky  over 
Tulagi. 


At  2400  the  Cruiser  Pores  was  in  Let.  06° -43. b'8..  Long.  169°-23.6'g. 
This  position  boro  320° (T),  distant  about  thirty- seven  miles  from  the 
southwesterly  entrance  to  Iron  Bottom  Bound. 

(b)  OPERATIONS  OP  OCtaUHCDER  FIFTH  ATE  ATTACI  FORCE 


During  the  Bth,  Cosnmnder  FIFTH  Air  Attaok  Force  was  heavily  engaged 
In  attacking  the  Allied  forces  at  Tulagl-Ouadslcansd  and  in  searching  the 
most  probable  areas  in  the  direction  of  Tulagi  and  beyond,  primarily  for 
the  Allied  Air  Support  Fbroe  (TF  61.1). 

The  search  operations  of  this  oo— snd  wersie 


• Japsnese  Aaarch  Plans  August  TKTO7  19  4&,  CIO  Dooumsnt  TO  t.  May 
12th,  1947. 


(a)  At  0640  one  large  flying  boat  fraa  tha  fOUPTMITH  Air  Group  de- 
parted Babaul  on  course  150o(t)  flaw  to  a diatanea  of  TOO  miles,  than 
aaarahad  sixty  alias  to  tba  la  ft,  and  finally  raturnad  to  Babaul  where  It 
landad  at  1645  without  haring  loaatad  TT  61.1  or  any  othsr  All  lad  oontaots. 
Tha  subasetor  flown  by  this  plana  was  that  in  whieh  tha  All lad  aarrlar 
faros,  TO  61,1,  was  ops  rating  on  August  8th,  as  shown  on  El&gram  "1 1*  • 

This  plana  rsaehad  its  outar  limit  at  1003  and  turaad  bask  at  tha  and  of 
sixty  alias  lataral  lag  at  10S5,  It  should  bars  passad  within  rlsual 
distanoa  of  tha  Allied  carrier  tot'—  at  1060,  Tha  waatbar  oonditlons  in 
tha  viol&lty  of  TO  61,1  wars  partly  cloudy  ,6,  surface  risibility  unre- 
st rioted,  wind  BTK  sarantasn  knots,  scattered  showers.  Since  tha 
Japanese  reports  indicate  their  search  planes  flaw  bstawsn  6000  and 
12,000  feet  altitude,*  it  is  assumed  that  tha  pilot  flew  ahora  tha  olouda 
and  failed  to  detect  TG  61,1  between  them, 

(b)  At  0636  one  large  flying  boat  from  the  70KDHAMA  Air  Group  pro- 
ceeded from  Babaul  an  course  1000(1)  to  a distance  of  600  miles,  oorered 
a sixty  miles  lateral  distanoa  to  tha  left,  and  raturnad  to  Babaul  at 
1600  without  haring  made  any  contacts  on  tha  Allied  forces* 

(e)  At  0700  two  search  group#  departed  Babaul  as  follows i 

(1)  Three  land  attack  planes  from  tha  IOUBTH  Air  Group  departed 
on  oourtes  110©(T),  140°(T)  and  12CX»(t)  from  Babaul  to  search  to  a radius 
of  700  miles.  At  the  outer  and  of  their  search  all  planes  flew  laterally 
sixty  miles  to  tha  left,  than  returned  to  lewd  at  Babaul  at  1615,  Vo 
contact  was  made  with  TF  61,1,  Tha  plana  flying  aoursa  120°(T)  reported 
that  the  Yulagl  Area  was  aorwrsd  with  clouds  and  raoonnalesanoe  there 
was  impossible.  Confirmation  of  this  weather  condition  is  found  in  CTF 
62*  s statement  that  throughout  the  day  the  eky  in  the  Tulagi-Guadalaanal 
Area  was  partly  cloudy  becoming  increasingly  overcast  during  the  night.** 
It  la  probabla  than  that  the  pilot  on  tha  120©(T)  subsector  had  an  coun- 
tered heavy  clouds  that  wads  his  search  ineffective.  The  plana  on  course 
140°(T)  turned  left  at  600  alias  radius,  possibly  because  of  cloudy 
weather  also, 

(2)  One  land  reoonnala sonoa  plana  from  the  TAIBAB  Air  Group  de- 
parted Babaul  to  reooanoitar  tha  Allied  foreos  in  tha  Tuiegi-Ouadalounal 
•urea.  At  0915,  whan  thirty  miles  tc  tha  northwest  of  Tulagi,  it  was 
pursued  by  three  Allied  fighters , It  landad  st  Babaul  at  1400  without 
having  observed  any  unusual  occurrences.  This  time  of  landing  at  Babanl 
indicates  tbs  pilot  remained  in  the  Tulagi  area  for  about  two  hours.  Bo 


* iapenese  fcaarwV  Flans  August  Vtb-Stk,  1$>42,  CIO  tio  summed  V4432, 
May  12th,  1947, 

**  Mar  Diary  CTF  62,  August  8th,  1942, 
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reported  "ease y ships  near  Tulagi,  ««nr»l  destroyers  mostly  saohored  near 
tbo  OutdalMatl  Air  Bom*  and  about  fifteen  enemy  filters  and  bombers 
aloft."*  This  IsMiplct*  roport  provided  littlo  information  of  tho  Allied 
surfaoo  waits,  th—fh  it  mas  mors  spoolfio  as  to  tho  Alllod  air  oorar. 

Xt  is  probable  that  tho  Japanese  reconnaissance  pilot  had  groat  difficulty 
is.  reoanneitering  tho  aroa.  and  oas  forood  repeatedly  to  tafco  oorar  in 
tho  clouds. 

(d)  At  1446  one  laud  reconnaissance  piano  loft  Cabaul  to  obeorre  tho 
condition  of  tho  Baku  Island  fighter  landing  atrip  nhlsh  had  Just  boon 
rushed  to  completion*  this  rooflanaissanoo  plans  returned  to  Babaul  at 
1716. 

The  aboro  searches  wore  deelpiod  by  Oonmmdsr  FIFTH  Air  Attack  Force 
to  sorer  tho  entire  Soloaoae  sector  and  the  sea  areas  to  tho  eastward* 

This  search  plan  secured  the  areas  eberela  tho  Allied  carriers  could  pro* 
bably  bo  operating  to  pro  ride  adequate  air  sorer  for  the  landing  operations 
at  Tulagj-Owadal esnal . The  searches,  as  laid  out.  should  hare  been  reason- 
ably off  entire  t although  a denser  search  could  hare  bean  more  effective 
in  the  eodsting  ceathcr  o auditions  fur  locating  the  Allied  oarriers. 

The  failure  of  his  pilots  to  loos to  the  carriers  must  hare  bean  highly 
confusing  to  Coaaaandcr  FIFTH  Air  Attack  Force*  His  pllcAs  reportedly  had 
searched  the  areas  and  discovered  nothing  and  yet  the  Allied  oarriers  uere 
present  soaschsro  because  their  fighters  and  bankers  cere  seen  over  the 
target  area.  He  determined  to  increase  the  area  of  his  soar  eh  on  the 
fo  Hoeing  day* 

The  only  air  attack  on  August  8th  waa  carried  out  as  follows!  At 
about  0740  Cnswwidar  FIFTH  Air  Attack  Feres  launched  a torpedo  attack 
group  oocyosod  of  approximately  twenty  ■three  land  attack  planes  of  both 
the  HI8AHA  Air  Oroup  and  the  FOURTH  Air  Group  to  attaok  the  Allied  surface 
off  Tulagi  and  *t.?.  r— 1 - These  planes  were  escorted  bv  fifteen 
fighters  of  the  TAI1AI  Air  Group*  At  the  sene  tine  he  launehed  another 
attack  group*  consisting  of  four  oarrior-typo  bombers  escorted  by  about 
twenty- too  fighters  of  both  the  TAIHAR  Air  Group  and  the  SSJCUP  Air 
Oroup. •*  This  attack  group*  although  Intercepted  by  three  ■TBHFtI8B- 
fightere  from  TO  81*1*  struck  its  target  at  about  1200.  As  a result  of 
the  air  attack*  Commander  FIFTH  Air  Attack  Foree  reported  oinking  two 
heavy  aruiaers*  one  large  cruiser*  two  destroyers  and  nine  transports) 
and  dessglsg  and  setting  fire  to  one  large  cruiser  and  two  transports. 

This  report  wae  greatly  amggsrated*  The  actual  damage  delivered  to  the 
Allied  ships  was  solely  to  one  destroyer*  the  J ARTIS  torpedoed  but  afloat* 


» Japanese  Search  Flaps*  in  past  Tth-frth*  1841*  CIQ  Document 
May  12th*  1847* 

»•  Records  SGth  Air  Flotilla*  August  8th*  1B42*  ISC  Doeweent  181750. 
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•ad  to  quo  transport,  tho  aaORGS  F.  XLLXOTT  hit  aund  sot  afirt  by  a tor- 
pod©  boaber  which  crashed  into  it*  Tho  oost  of  this  atteok  to  tho  FIFTH 
Air  Attaok  Foroo  mis  tho  loos  of  eleven  land-attaok  pianos  fraa  tho  FOURTH 
Air  Group  and  aix  from  tho  MISHA  Air  Group,  all  shot  domt  ono  piano  msds 
on  oncrgenoy  landing)  and  five  pianos  were  damaged*  Ono  fighter  fraa  tho 
TAIHAI  Air  Group  also  ms  shot  dom,  ono  ms  missing  and  ono  ms  dam  god. 

The  total  lossoo  mro  nlnotoom  pianos,  shot  dom  or  missing**  This 
Japan© so  roport  of  lossoo  ebooks  reasonably  mil  with  tho  Allied  claims 
of  destroying  at  least  fourteen  Japanese  pianos* 

At  seam  tins  during  tho  day,  tho  MISAMA  Air  Group  ms  roinforood  with 
elgit  land  attaok  pianos*  (800  Table  1)* 

Tho  operations  of  tho  FIFTH  Air  Attack  Fores  on  August  8th  contri- 
buted little  of  direct  valu«  to  the  Japanese  overall  effort  against  tho 
Allied  foroos  at  Tulagl  and  Ouadaloanal,  except  to  delay  unloading  opera- 
tions of  the  transporta*  Of  indirect  value  ms  tho  attrition  of  Allied 
fighter  plan so,  since  tho  loss  of  Allied  fighters  in  opposing  Japanese 
air  attaoka  finally  oontributed  In  soaes  measure  to  tho  reasons  of  CTF  61 
for  the  retinaoMnt  of  TG  61*1  on  August  9th* 

The  Inaccuracy  of  the  Japanese  reports  of  damage  inflicted  by  the 
FIFTH  Air  Attaok  Foroo  oould  mil  have  led  Coamander  Cruiser  Foroo  into  a 
trap,  had  ho  relied  exclusively  upon  than*  Fortunately  for  this  Japanese 
ooswsndsr,  he  anployed  the  cruiser  scouting  planes  of  his  own  force  for 
reoonnalsoanoe  of  the  target  area  on  three  different  occasions  on  August 
8th  and  obtained  more  reliable  information* 

(e)  QPEBATI018  OF  JAPAIBSI  3UBMAKM88** 

The  exact  merman ts  of  the  Japanese  submarines  on  August  8th  are  not 
available  but  eon  be  discussed  in  a general  way* 

(a)  The  BO-53  ms  on  routo  to  Tulagl  area  from  the  Qulf  of  Papua, 
bat  ma  presumably  several  days  from  Tulagl* 

(b)  The  10-54  ms  on  station  off  Port  Moresby  whore  it  was  reeonnolter- 
ing  Allied  novoownts  In  that  area* 

(o)  The  1-121  waa  an  rout*  from  Rabaul  to  Tulagl*  Khlle  operating  on 
the  surface  she  ms  attaoked  at  1127  by  an  Australian  Ikidson  which  dropped 
two  bombs,  but  both  missed*  Her  2400  position  was  approximately  260  miles 
duo  met  of  Tulagl* 


e Strength  and  imposition  Air  flotilla  "on  August  Tib,  19*2,  CIG 
£0  earnest  74829,  May  12th*  1947* 

**  War  Diary  4th  Fleet,  August  1942,  "Movsnmts  cf  Maval  Forces  Under 
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(4)  Th*  1-122  was  an  rout*  fro*  Rabaul  to  Tulagi*  6ha  sridently  de- 
p*rt*d  R*b*ul  in  th*  early  evening,  for  at  2166  *h*  was  sighted  pasting 
throUi^  St*  George's  Ch*nn*l  on  * southerly  court*  at  high  tp**d  by  th* 
Allied  submarine  S-38.  Her  2400  position  «as  bearing  approximately 
170o(T),  distant  thirty-five  miles  from  Cap*  St.  George, 

(*)  Th*  1-125  sms  en  route  from  Truk  to  Tulagi, 


CHAPTER  VII 


ALLIED  OPERATIONS 

OOOO  August  8th  to  2400  August  8th 


(a)  OPERATIONS  Of  CTF  62  (Conaander  Amphibious  Force) 

The  Amphibious  Force  continued  operations  throughout  the  night  in 
support  of  the  landing  forces  ashore.  By  01S6  the  Raider  Battalion  at 
Tulagi  reported  that  it  had  suffered  twenty-two  per  cent  casualties  and 
the  Paraolute  Battalion  fifty  to  sixty  per  cant  casualties*  Reinforce- 
ments were  requested.*  The  unloading  of  Squadron  XRAT  was  discontinued 
frost  0230  to  0750  because  of  the  congestion  of  stores  on  Guadalcanal 
Beaoh.  The  unloading  of  Squadron  TOO  was  delayed  by  the  opposition 
ashore  at  Tulagi.  The  night  passed  without  any  fore  of  interference  with 
the  Allied  surfaoe  forces  frost  the  enemy.** 

At  0500,  the  beginning  of  morning  twilight,  CTO  62.6  ordered  the 
outer  careening  groups  and  units  to  return  to  the  transport  areas  and  to 
resume  the  day  screening  operations.  By  sunrise,  at  0632.  the  day  screen- 
ing dispositions  had  been  assumed. 

During  this  day  the  sea  in  Iran  Bottom  Sound  was  calm,  there  was  a 
light  breeze  from  the  southeast,  and  the  shy  was  partly  cloudy  be o owing 
increasingly  ovsroast  toward  night. 

At  0710  CTF  62  reoeired  the  report  of  the  contaot  made  by  the  S-38 
of  a large  enemy  submarine  headed  southeasterly  at  high  speed  in  St. 
Georgs' e Channel  at  2222.  August  7th.  He  issMdiately  notified  TF  62  that 
an  enemy  eubssarine  was  reported  near  and  might  enter  the  area  that  day.*** 
CTO  62.6  In  turn,  ordered  the  destroyer  minesweepers  to  fore  an  anti- 
submarine patrol  westward  of  the  Sealark  and  Lengo  Channels,**  and 
established  anti-submarine  air  patrols,  employing  a minimum  of  three 
cruiser  planes  in  the  air  throughout  the  day.** 

At  0758,  CTF  62  received  word  from  COMSOKSSPAC  that  oca  destroyer  and 
two  unknown  ships  passed  through  Lat.  0i°-68'3„,  Lc\g.  162°-60'g.  at  1100 
the  preceding  day  on  oourae  140°(T)  at  high  speed | and  that,  at  2000  the 
seme  day,  two  destroyers  and  three  larger  unknown  ships  also  had  passed 
through  the  seme  point  on  the  same  oourae  at  high  speed.****  This  latter 


* 9nr  blary  &£,  August  6th,  IBifc. 

*•  Remarks  of  CTO  62.6  to  CTF  62,  Anguat  10th,  1942. 

***  CTF  62  Uispatoh  072000,  Aupiet  1942,  to  TF  62. 

sees  SCM80NBSPAC  Uispatoh  C71950,  August  1942,  to  all  CTFs  Pacific  Fleet. 


oontwt  was  the  JtpaiiMt  Cruiser  Fora*  «d  route  to  atteok  TV  62,  though 
ite  composition,  destination  end  objective  oould  not  be  dote  rained  by  CTF 
62  fne  this  report*  Be  probably  decided  to  emit  further  reports  from 
air  reoQDnais sanoe  during  the  day  to  determine  eh ether  Japanese  combatant 
ahips,  or  merely  auxiliary  shipe  under  escort,  mere  mo  ring  tonard  the 
Solomons* 


At  0946,  CTV  62  had  delivered  the  reinforosmenta  needed  ashore  at 
Tulagi,  and  the  Second  Marines  began  their  landings  there.* 

At  1027,  CTO  62*6  passed  to  CTV  62  the  message  he  reoeived  from  an 
Australian  coast  matcher  on  Bougainville  Island,  reporting  forty  heavy 
bombers  proceeding  southeast*  Shortly  thereafter  CTV  62  ordered  the 
transports  to  get  underway.  Beth  Squadrons  XEAY  and  TOR  mere  formed 
independently  and  maneuvered  botween  Guadalcanal  and  Florida  Islands 
smelting  the  expected  air  attacks***  All  destroyers  end  minesweepers 
formed  an  anti-submarine  screen  for  the  transports,  maneuvering  extensive- 
ly to  maintain  sea  room  for  themselves  diilt  at  the  seme  time  acting  as 
anti-submarine  end  anti-airornft  screen,** 

At  1200  TV  62  mas  attacked  by  about  tmmity-three  torpedo  planes,  end 
by  four  dive  bombers*  escorted  by  fighters,  which  approached  arowd  the 
southeast  end  of  Florida  Island.*  The  transport  GEORGS  P.  ELLIOTT,  in 
Transport  Group  ZSAT,  mac  hit  amidships  end  set  afire  by  a torpedo  bomber 
which  orashed,  Kamikaxo  style.  The  destroyer  JARVIS  was  hit  in  the  forward 
part  of  the  ship  by  a torpedo,*  mhioh  opened  up  a hole  on  her  starboard 
side  abreast  gun  limber  Two  from  frame  thirty  to  frame  fifty-five.*** 

At  1207  CTF  62  notified  hie  ooammnd  to  be  alert  for  possibly  one  or 
more  eneety  submarines  in  the  transport  area* 

At  1300  the  JARVIS  mas  towed  by  the  SHUT  on  the  orders  of  CTO  62.6, 
into  shoal  water  near  Guadalcanal  where  she  reported  that,  although  her 
hull  was  badly  ruptured,  she  mac  able  to  pzooeed  wider  her  own  power.* 

At  this  time  the  transports  were  returning  to  their  anchorages. 

At  1366  CTV  62  reoeived  word  that  another  flight  of  tnemy  pianos  was 
cm  route  to  the  Guadalcanal  area.  Ee  again  directed  that  the  transports 
remain  underway  and  fora  the  anti-aircraft  disposition**  This  air  attaok 
did  not  develop*  eo  he  finally  directed  the  transports  and  oargo  ships  to 
return  to  their  anchorages  where  they  resumed  unloading  operations  at 
about  I860.* 


*”War’  "Wary"  WF  82,  Angus  l 8th,  mn 
**  Remarks  of  CTO  62*6  to  CTF  62,  August  10th,  1942* 


**•  JARVIS  Dispatch  060620,  Augpot  1942,  Enclosure  (3)  to  OOMDSSSCi  4, 
Serial  006  of  September  9th,  1942,  OOfCBROI  4 Her  Diary,  Amgwst, 
1942. 
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A little  alter  1800  he  received  word  of  the  capture  of  Guadalcanal 
Air  Base.  This  «u  (ratifying  new*  to  hi  a,  ainoe  it  was  p lamed  with  the 
departure  of  the  oarrisrs,  to  provide  air  oover  for  hie  force  by  carrier 
fighters  baaed  aehore  and  operating  fron  the  captured  Japanese  airfield 
at  Guadalcanal, 

In  the  neantiae,  the  destroyer  BULL  had  bean  assisting  the  transport 
GBORGB  Fo  KIXIOTT  is  flirting  fire,  pursuant  to  orders  froai  CTO  62,8.  The 
fires  eventually  reached  the  engineering  spaces  and  gained  in  intensity, 
so  that  she  had  to  be  abandoned.  At  1730,  CTO  02  ordered  the  DKHIY  to 
sink  her.  After  the  UBIIT  had  fired  threu  torpedoes  into  her,  she  settled 
in  shoal  eater  off  Florida  Island  sad  continued  to  burn,  illuminating  the 
overcast  after  dark. 

At  1807,  CTO  6 2 intercepted  the  dispatch  herein  CTF  01  recosu— ndad 
to  CQNBQPACFQR  the  lnsediate  withdraeal  or  the  earriere.e  Of  course  he 
had  losovn  all  along  that  CTF  01  had  planned  to  withdraw  the  cerrlere  prior 
to  August  10th,  end  the  natter  of  air  support  for  ths  forees  in  Iron 
Botton  Bound  had  been  discussed  by  C0RS8GPACF0R  by  dispatch**  to  CTF  01  end 
CTF  OS  oa  August  2nd  in  which  he  proposed!  that,  with  ths  departure  of  the 
earriere,  air  oover  was  to  be  provided  by  carrier  fighter  planes  fron  TO 
01,1  operating  fron  the  captured  Guadalcanal  airfield.  But  now,  CTF  01 
indicated  Ms  desire  to  retire  the  carriers  at  least  one  day  surlier  then 
anticipated.  Also,  the  Guadalcanal  airfield  had  bean  captured  aearecly 
three  hours  before,  end  would  not  he  iaeedlately  ready  for  operation  of 
Allied  carrier  aircraft, 

CTF  02  therefore  beessss  seriously  «c«eey»odP  for  he  clearly  recognised 
the  serious  sffeot  the  loss  of  Ms  earrisr  Mr  cover  would  have  on  hie 
operations.  Hie  transports  and  ear  go  sMpe  had  not  bean  able  to  carry  out 
the  unloading  operations  according  to  plea  beoeuee  of  the  long  interrupt- 
ions oeuaed  by  Japanese  air  raids.  As  yet,  very  little  unloading  had  bean 
acooatpllahed  at  Tulagl  beoause  of  the  strong  Japanese  reaiatanoe  ashore 
there.  Be  realised  that  delays  la  unloading  probably  would  be  added  to 
by  the  hasty  wanner  in  which  the  cargoes  had  bean  loaded,  the  laok  of 
preperation,  and  the  lack  of  expert  an  oe  la  logistic*  work  do  an  to  the 
lowest  unit,***  CTF  02  was,  therefore,  concerned  for  the  safety  of  Ms 
transports  and  cargo  ships,  for  which  strong  air  cover  eaa  nsadad. 


• CTF  41  Dispatch  680767,  August  1942,  to  COtl6ofc>iCF6ft. 

*•  OCWOPACFOR  Dispatch  020240,  August  1942,  to  CTF  61  and  CTF  63. 

•••  Leoture  ArnyVavy  Staff  College,  Washington,  0.C.,  by  Brigadier  General 
C,C,  Theme,  T7SMD,  CMef  of  Staff,  1st  Marino  Division  during  this 
ope  rati  on  | Subjects  Analyses  of  the  Flans  and  Operations  for  the 
Assault  and  Set sure  of  Tulagi-Ouadaloanal,  January  13th,  1944,  page 
0. 


Sunset  oomirred  at  1816,  and  at  1BS0  CTO  62.6  ordered  the  Screening 
Group,  Including  Fire  Support  Group*  LOVE  and  MIKE,  to  assume  the  Night 
Screening  Disposition  employed  on  the  previous  ni$»t.  Thes*  groups  took 
station  and  commenced  patrolling  at  about  1850.  After  dark,  the  weather 
was  overcast  with  occasional  rain  squalls  and  electrical  storms  in  Iron 
Bottom  Sotmd,  light  winds,  and  oalm  sea** 

At  about  1900  CTF  52  reoelved  a dispatch  over  the  Pearl  Harbor  HOW 
Fox  broadcast  schedule  that  two  enemy  destroyers,  three  cruisers  end  two 
seaplane  tenders  or  gunboats  had  been  oontaoted  by  S OWES PAG  aircraft  at 
1026  that  day  in  Lat.  08°-49'S.,  Lang.  16*°-07'K.,  on  oourse  120°(T), 
speed  fifteen  knots.  Here,  at  last,  was  further  information  on  the  re- 
ported surface  ships  which  had  stood  out  of  St.  George's  Channel  the 
preceding  evening  on  a southeasterly  oourse  at  high  speed. 

This  report  was  in  error*  for  there  were  no  seaplane  tenders  or  gun- 
boats. The  surfs oe  force  east  of  Bougainville  Island  aotually  consisted 
of  five  heavy  oruisers,  two  ligit  oruisera,  end  one  destroyer  of  the 
Japanese  Cruiser  Fores.  The  pilot  of  the  Australian  reoonnaissanoe  plans 
who  had  made  this  report  had  erred  in  identification,  probably  because  in 
the  early  days  of  the  war  sufficient  emphasis  was  not  given  to  proper 
recognition  of  forces*  He  had  also  erred  in  the  number  of  ships  present, 
because  he  had  not  remained  over  his  target  to  properly  develop  the  con- 
tact. 


CTF  62  reoeived  word  in  the  same  dispatoh  that  two  submarines  had 
bean  noted  at  112T  in  Lat.  07o-56'8»,  Long.  1640-07'*.,  on  oourse  160o(t)1* 
This  report  plaoed  in  his  hands  further  information  of  the  movements  of 
Japanese  subamrlnes  toward  hla  area,  as  previously  reported  at  2222,  August 
7th,  by  the  S-S8  patrolling  in  St.  George's  Channel.  This  report  was  In 
error  also  since  there  actually  was  but  one  submarine,  the  1-121  *n  route 
to  Tulagl. 

These  oontact  reports  served  to  present  a pieture  of  continuing  enemy 
motion  against  him  and  had  reached  CTF  62  at  the  time  he  had  bean  cogitat- 
ing ,'ver  the  seriousness  of  the  prospective  situation  with  no  oarrler  air 
support.  He  evaluated  the  report  of  the  surface  foroe  of  enemy  oruisers, 
Ci^troyers  and  seaplane  tenders  or  gunboats  off  Bougainville  at  1026  end 
decided  that  it  constituted  a seaplane  base  group,  under  cruiser  and 
destroyer  esoort,  headed  for  a suitable  harbor  in  the  Solomons.  He  re- 
oeived an  evaluation  by  dispatch  frost  COMBOOSPAC  that  the  cruisers  and 
tenders  reported  were  probably  engaged  in  establishing  a baas  in  the 


Action  Report  CjUUJitY,  fcxgagammt  ko'mlng  August  9th,  1942,  off 
Guadalcanal  Island,  by  LCdr.  H.B.  Hsneberger,  U8H,  Senior  Surviving 
Officer,  CAS9/Al6-s/(004)bmo,  August  16,  1942  and  Action  Report 
CHICAGO,  Concerning  Action  Against  3h*my  Forces  August  9th,  1942, 
Guadalcanal -Tulagl  Area,  Serial  09 f,  August  15th,  1942. 

»»  C0MS0WE8PAC  Dispatch  060717  to  C01BJ0PAC. 
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Short  land*.*  From  his  ow  information,  ha  knav  that  a HASP  so  out  had  shot 
do«  a seaplane  north  of  Rekata  Bay  that  vary  morning  and  had  atrafad  a 
small  surface  ship  in  the  sane  area.  This  fact,  taken  together  with  the 
reported  enemy  course  of  120°(T),  probably  influenoed  hi*  to  arrive  at 
the  conclusion  that  the  destination  of  the  Japanese  force  mas  kakate  Bay, 

The  presence  of  a Japanese  seaplane  group  in  Rekata  Bay,  just  one 
hundred  and  thirty  miles  away,  constituted  an  additional  air  threat  to 
CTF  62 »s  transports  and  cargo  ships.  His  considered  opinion  mat  that  this 
foroe  had  the  intention  of  operating  seaplanes  that  mould  deliver  torpedo 
attsoks  against  his  omn  force.  Such  a possibility  mould  inorease,  by  one 
or  two  torpedo  attaoks,  the  air  raids  mhioh  TF  62  mould  have  to  faoe 
commencing  on  August  9th,  This  conviction  prompted  hi*  to  request  CTF  65 
to  Immediately  attack  the  seaplane  tenders  basing  at  Rekata  Bay,** 

The  extent  to  mhioh  he  considers  ^he  possibility  of  a Japanese  night 
surface  attaok  does  not  shorn  up  In  any  of  the  documents  available  for  this 
study,  but  it  is  clear  that  he  contemplated  no  suoh  attaok.  The  reported 
Japanese  foroe  was  much  weaker  than  the  Allied  combatant  forces  at  present 
in  the  Tulagi-Guadaloanal  area,  and  he  assumed  that  this  force  mould  not 
attaok  the  stronger  Allied  foroe,  even  though  in  night  notion,  success 
does  not  always  favor  the  strong.  It  appears  that  in  estimating  the 
situation,  he  studied  the  enemy  oosunander*  a intentions  rather  than  his 
oapabilitiea.  This  mas  unfortunate}  for  a study  of  the  foroes,  the 
operating  area  and  relative  positions,  and  the  courses  of  notion  open  te 
the  enemy  should  have  shown  that  one  of  the  most  dangerous  enemy  capa- 
bilities, from  the  viewpoint  of  CTF  62,  mould  have  been  to  attack  the 
Allied  foroee  at  Tulagi-Ouadaloanal  that  nlgit. 

As  a oonsequanos  of  the  situation  confronting  him,  CTF  S2  at  2045 
called  a con  far  one*  of  the  Commanding  General,  First  Marine  Division  and 
CTG  62,6  to  be  held  on  board  his  flagship  the  MCCAWLKY,  anchored  in 
Transport  Area  XRAY,**  He  wished  te  know  (a)  whether  or  not  sufficient 
etoree  mere  ashore  to  support  the  Marines  in  the  event  he  retired  hie 
oargo  ehipe  and  transports  early,  end  (b)  whether  CTG  62,6  oomei dared 
the  screening  ehipe  oould  etiok  it  out  for  one  or  two  more  daye  without 
oarrier  air  aupport,*  Meanwhile,  he  made  a tentative  decision  to  with- 
draw hie  transports  and  oargo  ships  at  0600,  August  9th,  the  earliest 
hour  that  morning  light  would  permit. 

Upon  reoelpt  of  this  message,  CTG  62*6  deoided  to  oloee  Transport 
Group  XRAY  in  the  AUSTRALIA,  He,  at  2055,  directed  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  CHICAGO  to  take  oharge  of  the  AUSTRALIA  Group  and  carry 


* CTF  62  Personal  letter  to  Captain  R.C,  Parker,  U8lt,  Office  of  Vaval 
History,  Bavy  Department,  Washington,  D.C.,  1946,  and  again  on  June 
1st,  1949  in  oral  statement  to  Concodore  R.W,  Bates,  USX  (Ret),  Head 
of  Department  of  Analysis,  U.S.  I aval  War  College, 

**  Action  Report  CTG  62.6,  August  15,.  1942,  para.  91, 


out  the  basic  plan  while  he  proceeded  to  oloee  the  UCCAILST.  Be  adviced 
the  Commanding  Offioer  of  the  CHICAGO  that  he  did  not  know  whether  or  not 
he  would  return  to  the  formation  that  night* * Unfortunately , he  did  not 
at  the  sane  time  notify  the  Companding  Offioer  of  the  VTNCHJNBS  of  hie 
impending  departure  nor  did  he  direct  that  offioer  to  assures  command 
during  hie  absence***  Instead,  he  retained  oosnsand  within  the  AUSTRALIA 
emeu  though  he  knew  that  he  would  soon  be  sqm  distance  away  in  the  trans- 
port area.  Apparently  the  possibility  of  night  aotion  did  not  sassi 
pressing  to  him.  This  was  a serious  nl stake,  for  it  intensified  an  already 
loose  oaarand  situation  and  not  only  left  the  ligit  Screening  Groups  with- 
out any  overall  eossaander  in  the  screening  areas  but  also  left  the  major 
portion  of  these  groups  without  any  knowledge  of  his  absence  shat  soever. 

At  2123,  the  Commanding  Offioer  of  the  CHICAGO,  which  was  the  last 
ship  In  coltaaa  prior  to  the  departure  of  the  AUSTRALIA,  directed  the  for- 
mation to  remain  as  it  was  with  the  C AX  BERRA  leading  the  petrol  in  the 
manner  previously  ordered  by  CTG  62*6.  The  changes  of  eourae  were  weds 
approximately  on  every  even  hour  by  the  CANBERRA,  employing  eoliaea  move- 
ments* 


There  seem  to  be  several  reasons  why  the  Coassending  Offioer,  CHICAGO 
did  not  lend  the  group  - hereinafter  referred  to  as  the  "CHICAGO  Group". 
There  was  a possibility  that  the  AUSTRALIA  might  return  earlier  than  ex- 
pected, and  he  did  not  ohooso  to  shift  positions  twioe  in  the  darkness 
and  mist.  Ha  had  no  personal  staff  to  assist  him,  and  his  ships  officers, 
like  himself,  were  vary  tired  from  two  days  oonstant  vigil  and  attack. 

It  appears  that  he  expected  no  enemy  aotion  that  night  despite  the  faot 
that  he  had  reoeived  the  dispatch  at  about  1900  reporting  the  enemy  sur- 
face fore#  east  of  Bougainville.  His  action  of  remaining  in  the  rear 
position  of  his  group  is  therefore  understandable,  but  it  was  not  sound. 

A commander  must  always  b#  alert  to  insure  for  his  oowmsnd  every  possible 
advantage  that  oan  ha  obtained. 

At  2136  SOPAC  forces  reoeived  another  dispatch  from  OOMSOmSPAC, 
addressed  to  all  task  fores  cowman  dors  Pacific  Fleet,  reporting  an  air 
sighting  at  1101  in  Lat.  06°-42*8.,  Long.  1M°-0S*|.  of  two  heavy  or 
light  oruissra  and  one  small  unidentified  ship.  One  cruiser  was  reported 
as  similar  to  the  SOUTHHAMPTON  Class.***  Vo  mention  of  this  second  sur- 
face contact  report  appears  to  have  been  made  in  the  dismission  of  CTP 
62' s oonferanoe.  It  was,  however,  mentioned  in  the  report  of  et  least 
one  of  the  subordinate  commanders.****  If  it  ware  reoeived  by  CTF  62  and 


* Aotion  Report  c¥o  dz.tf,  Jmgist  l5th,  l4dfe,  para.  9l. 

**  Personal  Interview  of  Captain  Frederick  liefkohl,  USX,  Commanding 
Offioer,  V1XCIUB,  recorded  January  20th,  I960,  by  The  Chief  of 
Xaval  Operations,  Office  of  Iwval  Beoords  and  Library. 

COMSOmtfPAC  Dispatch  060647,  Angrwt  6th,  1942. 

Action  Report  THCMXK0,  Report  of  Action  Occurring  off  8avo  Island 
(Guadalcanal -Flo rids  Island)  Area,  light  of  August  6th- 9th,  1942, 
Serial  0021,  August  14th,  1942* 
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CTO  62.6  it  mas  not  o— sidered  as  a serious  threat*  Perhaps  CTF  <2  and 
CTO  62*6  considered  that  tha  force  reported  iu  aittoar  a part  of  tha  crui- 
aar  foraa  bond  for  Sakata  Bay*  tha  iataitleai  of  which  they  had  already 
discerned,  or  parhapa  thay  fait  that  it  aaa  sorely  another  aaall  foraa 
ahloh  aaa  retiring  to  tha  north  and  therefore  aii^artut.  Tha  reported 
position  aaa  about  seven  miles  to  tha  north  of  tha  1025  on— y cruiser 
poaltion  aad  aaa  given  by  a aaasnd  Austral!—  pilot  oho  obviously  had  — ly 
reported  tha  too  light  eru leers  of  QWHY  BIOBTMI  and  tha  destroyer 
TW1  • 

At  2200  CTF  52  received  wort  that  Tulagl,  davota  aad  Taaanboge  mere 
completely  la  Allied  hands  except  for  a foe  isolated  sniper  positions** 

At  last,  tha  —loading  operations  there  might  pres  sod  without  tha  tie-up 
from  Japanese  forces  ashore* 

At  2Sf  the  1II18CH,  ehieh  had  be—  directed  by  COHDSSDXY  SK7V  at 
2015  to  ri^-aoe  tha  da— gad  JARVIS,  joined  the  YIlCBnRB  Group  in  ita 
night  oruissr  station*** 

I 'ut  this  time  also  CTF  62  directed  the  HOTST  to  osoort  the 
damages  troyor  JARVIS  through  L— go  Chaanol  back  to  the  low  Hebrides. 

Ha  dir«i>  * tha  Co— ending  Officer,  HOVIY  to  piss  these  orders  to  the 
JARVIS. 

At  2526  CTF  52  bold  tha  eanforemee  on  the  MCCAULEY  with  the  Cosem.d- 
ing  Genera},  Irst  Karina  Division,  —4  with  CTF  62*6,aaa  and  advised 
than  of  the  wxtuatlon  aad  of  his  tentative  decision.  This  oonforsneo  mi 
of  extreme  **  vortanoo  to  the  throe  commanders*  In  tha  ease  of  the 
Coaaanding  _ ^.sral.  First  —rime  Division,  it  IM  *******  ths 

unloading  of  supplies  la  tha  Tulagl  Area  had  not  bo—  proceeding  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  and  tha  withdrawal  of  the  transports  aad  cargo  ahipr 
for  both  Tulagl  and  Guadalcanal  two  days  ahead  of  tine  bad  serious  impli- 
cations for  ths  Marinas  ashore*  Be  felt  that  the  necessity  for  retiring 
those  transports  end  oar  go  ships  sms  most  alarming,  aa  their  retirement 
before  being  oonpletely  —loaded  mould  profoundly  affect  the  entire  future 
oourse  of  operations  in  ths  Sole— n Islands***** 

m ths  ease  of  CTG  62*6  the  confer— oe  was  import— t boo— ao  it 
fsnillarlsed  him  with  the  thought#  of  CTF  62  aad  clarified  the  military 
situation*  CTG  52*6  at  this  time  was  told  by  CTF  62  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  enemy  surface  force  reported  off  Bougainville  was  destined  for  Rekata 
Bay,  possibly  to  operate  torpedo-— rrying  s— pianos  against  the  Allied 


* 6ttt  Tionbat  Tarratlve,  The  Landing  in  iho  fcolem ons,  page  TO* 

*•  Action  Report  HI  LB  CM,  Action  Against  *n— y Surf—o  Ships  off  Save 
Island  Right  of  August  8th-9th,  1542,  Serial  006,  August  20th, 
1942. 

***  Ear  Diary  CTF  62,  August  8th,  1942* 

**•*  Commanding  General  First  Marino  Division' e Final  lsport  — 0— dal- 
1 Operational  Phase  II  (from  H-hour  to  Ivon  lag,  August  9th), 
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forces.  CTF  62  also  atatsd  that  hs  had  rsquevted  for  ths  next  day,  full- 
soals  beating  of  this  fores,  which  he  fslt  sura  would  bs  in  Rebate  Bay.* 

It  was  important  to  CTF  62  bsoauss  hs  desired  to  disouss  ths  situa- 
tion with  his  senior  subordinate  commanders,  ana  in  particular  with  CTO 
62.6  who  at  0911  that  morning  had  requested  a rough  outline  of  the  present 
situation  and  future  intentions .*•  Although  he  had  already  made  an  asti- 
mats  of  the  situation  and  had  arrived  at  a tentative  deoision,  he  never- 
theleea  thought  it  not  only  wise  but  cf  paramount  importance  that  the 
senior  commanders  should  bo  allowed  to  oosment.  This  action  of  CTF  62  in 
nailing  this  oonferenoe  was  sound.  For  after  ths  rstlrsnent  of  CTF  61  in 
the  SARATOGA,  ha  would  be  the  senior  oosr-nder  in  the  Tulagi-Ouadaleanal 
area  and  his  was  ths  responsibility  for  the  deoislons  that  had  to  be  aade 
as-  a result  of  ths  withdrawal  of  the  oarrier  air  support. 

At  this  oonferenoe  all  oommanders  agreed  with  CTF  62*  s opinion  as  to 
ths  projected  operations  of  ths  Japanese  surfaoa  fores  and  ths  probability 
of  increased  air  attacks  frost  Rskata  Bay.  Thsy  also  agreed,  however  re- 
luotantly,  on  the  necessity  of  withdrawing  the  transports  and  oargo  ships 
at  first  light  (0600),  provided  sufficient  supplies  for  the  Marin#  opera- 
tions ashore  oould  be  landed  before  departure.  In  aooordsnoe  with  this 
agremaent  the  Commanding  General,  First  Marine  Division,  went  ashore 
immediately  after  the  oonferenoe  at  2546  to  ascertain  the  situation  as 
regards  supplies  at  Tulagl.  Until  this  information  had  been  received, 

CTF  62  oould  make  no  final  deoision  nor  make  any  reoosasendatlon  to  CTF  61 
or  to  CCMSOPACFOR  oonoeming  the  situation.  Be  did  not  realise,  of  oourse, 
that  the  C ossein  ding  General,  First  Marine  Division,  would  not  return  to  the 
MCCAKLST  until  about  0800  the  following  morning.*** 

At  2546  the  RALPH  TALBOT,  whioh  was  an  the  northern  radar  plokat 
station,  observed  an  unidentified  cruieer  scouting  plans  flying  low  over 
Save  Island  and  heading  east  towards  Tulagi.  The  RALPH  TALBOT  broadcast 
an  TBS  and  TBO  (the  latter,  a portable  voioe  radio)  the  following 
messages  "Warning!  Warning!  Plana  over  Savo  Island  heading  east."  Her 
Commanding  Off iocr  attempted  to  get  this  report  to  CTF  62  and  to  OQMDRSR0R 
FOUR,  but  failad  to  get  the  message  through.  The  report  was  heard  by  the 
BLUR,  PATTBRSOH,  VIKCRRUE,  QUIRCT  and  others.  CCMDRSDIV  RIGHT  then 
aooepted  the  message  for  delivery  to  CTF  62,  but  was  not  abla  to  deliver 
it. 


The  2400  positions  of  the  ships  of  CTG  62.6  end  lire  Support  Groups 
LWB  and  Min  with  relation  to  the  center  of  Savo  Island  werat 

(a)  Scream  • 

RALPH  TALBOT  bearing  010°(T).  distant  seven  miles. 

BLUR  bearing  270° (t),  distant  ten  and  seven-tenths  miles. 


* Action  ksport  &G  62.6,  light  of  Action  off  iavo  Island,  August  »th, 
1942,  August  IS,  1942,  para.  91. 

•*  CTG  62.6  Dispatch  072211,  August  1942,  to  CTF  62. 

***  War  Diary  SOUTHARD,  August  1942. 
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(b)  VINCENNES  Group  boaring  080°(T),  distant  four  and  one-half  miles* 

(o)  CHICAGO  Group  boaring  1460 (T),  distant  ton  miles* 

(d)  SAN  JUAB  Group  boaring  090°  (T),  distant  elsvsn  sdlos. 

(a)  AUSTRALIA  boaring  1400(T),  distant  twsnty  miles* 

(b)  OPERATIONS  OF  CTF  61  (Commander  Expeditionary  Foroo) 

CTF  61  on  August  8th  appears  to  hare  boon  satisfied  that  the  forenoon 
operations  wore  proceeding  according  to  plan,  for  he  issued  no  important 
directives  during  that  tine  to  either  of  his  task  foroe  ooaunanders*  He 
eas  deeply  interested  in  any  reports  concerning  the  eneety  carrier,  both 
in  his  status  as  Commnder  Expeditionary  Foroe  (CTF  61)  and  as  CTO  61*1*1* 
In  the  latter  role,  it  eas  his  assipied  task  until  noon  to  Maintain 
fighters  and  a ready  attaok  group  of  bombers  in  the  SARATOGA,  wfoioh  oould 
be  launched  1 mediately  to  attaok  tha  enemy  oarriar,  if  it  were  reported 
by  the  aearoh  planes*  He  followed  the  progress  of  the  morning  search, 
which  the  WASP  launohed  at  0606,  with  interest.  After  the  last  of  the 
WASP  searoh  planes  had  landed  ,'.t  1024,  he  learned  that  no  enemy  surface 
forces  had  been  discovered,  but  that  an  enesiy  twin-float  seaplane  had 
been  shot  dome  north  of  Rekata  Bay  and  that  a snail  Japanese  vessel  had 
been  strafed  in  the  seme  area**  This  gave  hi*  an  indication  that  perhaps 
Rekata  Bay  was  being  employed  by  the  Japanese  as  a baa#  for  emplanes* 

He  did  not  have  to  aooept  as  final  tha  results  of  tha  WASP  search; 
for  at  1354  CTG  61*1  had  launohsd  tha  eohed'iled  afternoon  searoh  from  the 
ENTERPRISE  to  oover  wore  or  lose  the  earn  area*  At  about  1510,  whoa  this 
searoh  was  at  its  outer  limit,  CTF  61  received  reports  fr»  the  ENTERPRISE 
that  tha  fights-  pilots  over  Tulagi- Guadalcanal  had  encountered  Japanese 
twin-engined  torpedo  planes  and  twin-engined  hori cental  bombers,  sane  of 
which  were  oarfying  torpedoes*** 

A*  a oonsequenoe  of  these  reports,  CTF  61  re-?stimated  tha  situation* 
Without  awaiting  reports  from  the  afternoon  searoh  ha  mad*  a tentative 
decision?,  and  at  1630  rrferred  it  to  CTG  61*1  by  visual  eigne.',  stating! 
"In  view  of  possibility  of  torpedo  plane  attaok  and  reduotion  in  our 
present  fighter  strength,  I intend  to  recommend  immediate  withdrawal  of 
carriers*  Do  you  agree?"***  To  this,  CTG  61*1  replied  in  the  affirma- 
tive,**** 

CTF  61  also  lnoluded  in  the  same  message  tha  followings  "In  ease  we 


— rron nssT  mssess  wssrergg 

•*  CTG  61.1*2  Visual  Dispatch  060236,  August  1942,  to  CTO  61,1* 
•*•  CTF  61  Visual  Dispatch  060426,  August  1942,  to  CTF  61.1. 

•***  CTF  61*1  Vlcual  Dispatch  060515,  Aupist  1942,  tc  CTF  61* 


continue  prtittt  oftrttics,  I btlim  acne  am  iteuld  be  wad  tomorrow 
os  today,  Bbat  do  you  think? "•  To  this  query  CTF  61*1  ulao  ropllod  la 
tbo  kfflnaUn,** 

CTF  (1  that  iftor  about  tarn  hours  further  consideration  dotidtd  to 
roinawri  tho  rotiiuant  of  TO  dial.  Bo  thoroforo  a oat  tha  folloaUi 
dispatch  at  1807  to  COItOfACKXi  "Total  fighter  itmgth  rodnood  fraai 
LiMtyoiM  to  aomty>oi^t.  la  rioa  of  largo  auabor  of  way  torpodo 
aad  bcaUr  plaaoa  la  arw,  reoeamend  lanediate  withdrawal  of  carriers. 
Bequest  you  sand  taakora  limediately  to  raadorroua  dooidod  by  you  aa  fool 
naming  low  <,**•* 

Da  (.pita  tho  roaaoaa  advanced  la  this  dispatah  for  tho  iaawdif  to  ra- 
ti rowan  t of  tho  oarrior  torso,  analysis  reveals  that  tho  situation  did 
not  justify  his  lacking  sush  ra oowwaodatioa  at  this  tins  for  tho  followiag 
roasoast 

(a)  Bo  haew  that  his  basis  sal sura  objectives  wars  far  froa  aooow- 
plishnent.  Tho  oporatioas  at  Qaadaleansd.  of  sourso  ooro  progressing 
favorably,  but  those  at  Tulagi  aad  Thao  who  go  had  bows  slewed  dost  booauao 
of  sorious  oaswy  opposition. 

(b)  Bis  infcmntioa  tho  si  tost  low  in  Iran  Bottom  Sotwd  and  ashoro 
was  insufficient  to  oaks  this  decision.  Bo  had  little,  if  say,  inforra- 
tlon  of  tho  logiotlos  aad  other  difficulties  that  wars  dnlaying  tho 
unloading  of  tho  transports  rm  longsr  than  tha  oatlnato  of  four  days 
shioh  CTF  83  hod  given  hin  bofaro  August  1st*  Although  ho  woo  fully 
authorlsod  to  toko  say  notion  hr  da  MS  if  nososaory  without  rofaranoo  to 
his  aubordinoto  inawanlirs,  his  folium  to  oanoalt  CTP  « is  wado  oon- 
spiouous  by  tho  fast  that  ho  did  scnswlt  CTO  81.1.  It  ahowld  hors  boon 
apporant  to  Us  that  um  withdrawal  of  tho  strrlsr  si?  support  w«M 
seriously  owharraaa  tho  aanduot  of  tho  landing  operations.  thy  ho  did 
not  scnsult  CTF  Cl,  whs  was  ewa  aero  vitally  oanoomod  • although  plenty 
of  tin#  was  available  to  do  so  - la  nouharo  explained.  Blfiifloantly 
snough,  bo  had  not  oven  node  CTF  8f  an  lufonaatian  addrosaoo  for  tho 

nor  cage  ho  cant  OQNSOPACTOB  raquoating  approval  for  ratirlng  tho  carriers. 

(o)  Bo  know  that  tho  a acmes  of  hi  a aalauro  oporatioas  and  tho  do  • 
fanes  of  tho  areas  captured,  would  depend  in  a large  part  an  looal  air 
ruparlority.  gnah  lacal  air  superiority  seuld  only  ho  gained  and  bald  by 
tJia  foraos  afleot,  since  tho  eapturod  Japanese  airfield  at  Lungs  Point 
was  not  as  yet  in  operating  seoditien.  (it  was  net  finally  ready  for  use 
until  about  3018,  August  10th).  It  would  necessarily  r ana in  a function 
of  the  forces  afloat  to  naintaln  air  superiority  until  the  airfield  was 
provided  with  sufficient  aircraft  and  faallltloa. 


vwr n-nma-TRp^wBii't;  laguwruir/'  srerr  *t.t. 

*♦  CTF  81.1  Visual  Dispatch  080818,  August  IMS,  to  CTF  61, 
»•*  CTF  81  Dispatch  0)0707,  Aagpst  1843,  to  OOBQPICFOK. 


(d)  Ho  tan  that. NAtMi  la  bottle  eon  rarely  be  aoo<*plished  with* 
out  ■mi  Ioiim,  tad  that  It  mo  neeessary  for  bin  to  MtaWt  a running 
cstlmte  of  tho  situation  and  to  ail^t  any  poaa&bla  aova*  of  aotice  on 
tho  boa  la  of  eoooptobi  11  ty  os  to  costs.  Tbr  km  rooaoo  ho  believed  that 
ho  hod  loot  toonty  eoa  fish  tor  pianos  (twenty-one  par  cent  of  Ms  original 
oostpleasnt  of  ninety-nine  flshtora) . Bo  oonsldorod  thla  as  an  maoeopt- 
ablo  loss  siiloh  deprived  hln  of  sufflslsnt  dofsnaos  a fa  In  at  Japanese  olr 
attacks*  Actually,  ho  hod  lest  hut  sixteen  fighters*  Els  icing 
fight  or  strength  totalled  eighty- threo  in  tho  three  carriers,  stilch  was 
four  flgjhtors  no  re  than  carrier*  had  had  than  they  an  to  rod  the  Battle  of 
Midway . Therefore,  it  sense  sstrsnoly  doubtful  if  hln  lessee  in  fighter 
strength  sere  sufficiently  great  to  justify  his  classifying  then  as  «* 
acceptable* 

(e)  The  shortage  of  fuel,  although  not  advanced  by  CTF  61  so  a 
prinary  reason  fe*  withdrawal  of  the  carriers,  scans  to  have  besn  incor- 
porated into  hie  request  to  OOKSCPA07QB  in  suoh  a Banner  as  to  infer  it 
aa  an  additional  inportant  reason*  Two  days  of  flight  o pa  rations  in  the 
vicinity  of  Quedaleenal  Island,  without  snsny  detection  or  attack,  bad 
entailed  steasdng  et  speeds  influenoed  only  by  the  wind  velocity  over  the 
flight  desks)  and  should  have  affected  fuel  eenaunptlon  no  differently 
than  routine  flight  operations  enyehere*  Sia  careening  destroyers  and 
oruiaers,  unlike  those  in  Iron  Botton  lend,  had  not  besn  required  to  stoan 
at  higi  apeeda  uader  eaeny  attacks  but  bed  nerely  cruised  with  the  onrriers* 

It  is  always  lncsasbeat  a pen  a eosssander  to  take  every  opportunity 
afforded  to  eonservw  the  tool  in  his  Three,  end  the  night  retlrssssnte  of 
TO  61*1  to  tho  southward  provided  the  oooasion  for  cteesdng  at  eeononieal 
cruising  speed  at  least  half  the  tine*  Apparently,  in  consideration  of 
this  fact,  CTG  51*1  ctevmsd  threu^ivut  **>*«  nigh*  — — fifteen  knots* 

A study  of  the  war  diarist  of  these  carrier  task  groups  during  July 
1962  reveals  they  were  repeatedly  refueled  on  route  frou  Pearl  Harbor  to 
Fiji*,  and  that  all  ahlps  were  eventually  "topped  off"  to  ninety-five 
per  cent  capacity  on  July  tBtb  end  29th  at  sea  800  wiles  south  of  Suva, 

The  oilers  PLATT*,  CXMARBCW,  TIFPBCABOS  end  KAIJKHA  had  all  besn  busily 
engaged  in  these  fueling  operations  and  replenished  their  ows  supply  frost 
chartered  tankers  at  lounsa* 

Hhlle  the  expeditionary  Pores  was  aa  rout#  to  Tulagl,  the  CIMARB9I 
effected  rwsdesvoas  with  the  carrier  fores  in  a position  sixty  nilss 
southwest  of  Bfste  Island  in  the  lew  Hebrides  at  1000  on  Aaguet  Srd* 

This  position  sad  the  traek  of  the  CTMARBQi  for  the  next  tan  days  of  fuel- 
ing operations  is  shown  cw  Magna  "1".  The  CDIARRQi  "topped  off*  the 
SARATOGA  and  el0tt  destroyers  «s  August  Srd*  On  Angost  4th,  she  refueled 
four  more  destroyers  of  T9  61*1)  and  was  released  at  assn  to  refuel  the 
destroyers  of  TP  42  ••  After  this  the  destroyers  ware  refueled  se  necessary 
fro*  the  heavy  ships  of  the  various  task  groups* 
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A oheok  of  the  logs  of  the  ships  of  TO  61*1  for  August  8th  indicates 
tho  dsitroysn  of  TO  61,1.1  tnrs|sd  about  ssventy-fivo  por  cent  of 
sapasityi  tbooo  of  TO  about  forty- too  por  mt  and  those  of  TO 

81.1.3  about  forty-four  por  oont  of  oapaoltyi  tho  orulaora  of  all  croups 
wars  about  fifty  por  oont  of  oapaolty  or  better,  and  of  tho  oarrlors. 
only  tho  ttTRPKISY  «u  rcmnlag  low  and  had  ft**1  for  throo  aoro  days  of 
operations.*  Despite  tho  statement  of  CTO  61.1.2  that  "Fuol  situation  in 
this  forts  becoming  oritioal.  It  is  ostinatod  that  tho  dostroyors  bars 
fuol  for  about  throo  days  at  flftosn  knots  snd  tho  booty  ships  hats  llttlo 
aoro*,*  tho  foots  soai  to  bo  that  although  tho  fuol  in  tho  otowsd  m 
dininlohing  daily  it  aas  sot  at  this  tlno  so  oritieally  low  as  to  foroo 
rotlromnt  frta  tho  arts,  in  foot  CTO  61.1  doos  not  apptar  to  bars 
originatod  any  dispatches  son oo ruing  an  urgant  noad  for  refueling,  and 
hit  off  1 rant  It*  roply  iw  CTF  81  nado  no  anntlon  of  fuel  at  all. 

CTF  61' s reason  for  wanting  to  rotlre  doos  not  appear  thoroforo  to 
have  bom  tho  low  fuol  in  his  ships.  This  io  borne  out  by  hie  suggestion 
to  CTO  61.1  to  continue  to  operate  on  ingust  9th  in  ths  sons  area  aa  on 
August  8th  if  tho  rotlranant  request  was  disapprovsd.ee  Does  this  not 
indicate  that  he  was  fully  prepared  to  operate  with  the  fuel  on  handt 
Doos  it  not  also  indioate  that  ho  was  not  too  sure  that  his  aontanplated 
request  would  bo  approvedT 

Frts  tho  above  it  opens  olstur  that  CTF  61'  s desire  to  rotlre  TO  61.1 
was  activated  by  hia  fooling  that  it  waa  wwlse  to  expose  his  oarriers  to 
possible  onsny  air  attack  • oopooially  by  torpedo  pianos  - and  by  no  other 
oonaidoration.es*  Bo  appears  to  have  felt  that  this  oonsidoration  was  so 
l^ortsnt  that  it  transcended  tho  objectives  ossified  to  bin.  including 
tho  air  support  that  CTO  81.1  waa  inquired  to  provide  TP  82.  Tho  fact 
that  suoh  a precipitous  departure  night  seriously  jeopard!  so  tho  success 
of  the  entire  operation  at  Tulagi-Ouadal canal , for  vhioh  he  was  responsible 
as  Cownander  Expeditionary  Forew,  »u  night  prrrat  the  inauguration  of 
Task  TDD  vhioh  the  Joint  Chiefs  had  indicated  a desire  to  expedite**** 
does  not  appear  to  have  ton  given  the  serious  consideration  it  deserved. 


* liar  Diary,  BI.1.2  {titt  16),  August  18*5. 

**  CTF  61  Visual  Dispatch  080826  to  CTP  61.1.  August  8th.  1982. 

*•*  A similar  eonolusian  was  arrived  at  by  Admiral  Arthur  J . Hepburn. 

D8K,  In  his  report  of  Info  rani  inquiry  into  the  Cireiaurtanoes 
Attending  the  Loss  of  tho  VIICSIXIS.  sto*.  on  August  9th.  1982, 
submitted  to  tho  Cowar  dor- in -Chief,  Paoifio  Fleet,  May  13th,  1985, 
wherein  ho  stated  "The  Japanese  Commander  deemed  It  wise  to  retire 
at  high  speed  to  avoid,  if  possible,  the  air  attaek  to  be  expected 
from  our  foroes  at  davn.  Ironically  enough,  the  only  part  of  our 
foroe  oapablo  of  Baking  suoh  an  attack  wore  at  tho  sans  time  retiring 
la  the  opposite  direction  because  of  the  seme  apprehension." 

•***  War  Diary  WASP,  July  28th,  1982. 
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It  i'  mftrtuut*  that  CTF  61,  la  tutlttf  hit  renomimndatfoa,  ftlltd 
to  laibn*  OONBOPACPOl  folly  of  tho  dalieate  nature  of  tho  situation  at 
Tulagl-Ouadaleanal • Perhaps  CGHSOPACFO**  • approval  sight  have  boon  de- 
layed. 

it  about  IMS,  CTF  61  resolved  COMSOVSSPAC ' a dlopatoh  r« porting 
three  orulsera,  three  destroyers,  and  tag  seaplane  tinders  or  pmboata 
in  Lat*  060-48’ 8.,  Long*  164MT'1«»  lo  information  la  available  aa  to 
hla  reactions  at  this  time,  Slaoa  ho  did  not  neks  any  ahaagoa  In  hla 
plans*  ha  aoaaa  to  bora  fait  that  hla  i — c— andatlan  to  OOMSOPACPOR  for 
tha  retirement  of  Task  Paros  61*1*  and  as  pool  ally  so  in  tha  foes  of  an 
additional  throat  of  torpodo  attaoks  fr os  soaplanoa  baaod  In  tho  Southern 
Solomon  islands*  mas  serreet. 

it  about  IMS,  ho  rooolvad  a nossago  fron  CTF  6S  reporting  tha  re- 
sults  of  tho  soarohoo  ando  by  h&s  oosnand  on  tho  8th.  ill  oootora 
soaroho4  mere  roportod  as  no ga tiro  oxoopt  Soetor  X and  tho  loft  half  of 
tteohor  II  vh&oh  had  not  boon  aoarohod  booauoa  of  bad  ooathar.ee  Thoaa 
araaa  had  boon  severed  by  tho  ViSP  aoaroh  pianos  In  tho  morning,  and  again 
by  tho  WnftP&ISS  aoaroh  plonos  In  tho  afteraeon  ao  that  tho  throat  of  an 
many  oarrlar  mas  allmlnatod  fron  hit  considerations  for  tha  tins  bolng • 

(o)  OPgPiTiqiS  OP  CTO  61.1  (Commander  ilr  Support  Fores) 

Co— arming  at  mltelght*  CTO  61.1  began  hla  rat  urn  to  tho  oastmard  and 
proooodod  at  fiftoan  knots  to  arrive  at  his  designated  laimehlng  position 
at  0600  on  input  8th.ee* 

Tha  daylight  mother  oonditiona  in  tho  rioiaity  of  tho  task  forw  had 
improved  oonaidarably  ovor  tho  proooding  day.  Flying  oonditiona  msr«  non 
axoallant.  Tho  sky  mas  roportod  as  Q.6  oloudy*  surfaoo  visibility  nre* 
ctrlatod*  mind  HI  « events  an  knots*  soattorod  abonsrs*  soa  calm. 

Throughout  tho  8th,  ho  oontinnod  his  operational  (a)  in  support  of 
tho  Allied  landing  operations  and  tho  Allied  surfaoo  forooa  in  tho  Tulagl- 
Qnadaloonal  iroat  (b)  In  providing  air  eovor  for  hla  omn  task  fores,  and 
(o)  in  providing  air  eearohee  to  an  paw  t tho  aoaroh  o pa  rat  Iona  of  CTF  66 
as  requested  by  CTF  61. 

it  0606  tho  HASP  lamnehed  a aoaroh  of  tnolvo  soout  bombers  fron  her 
position  bearing  167  (T)  distent  ai pity- a a van  alias  fron  Tulvgl  and 
thirty-four  niloo  fron  Capo  Hans low,  to  aoaroh  tho  a so tor  280°(?)- 
040o(T)  to  • radius  of  220  ml  lea.  She  evidently  extended  tills  asarsh  to 
inoludo  all  of  Santa  Isabel  Island  and  tha  Van  Oaorgia  droop.  Tho  pianos 
from  tills  aoaroh  rvturaod  on  board  tho  WASP  between  0868  and  1024.**** 


' f.'O  JT 


* cooonrap SB  RapaCoE  osoViV,  August  8th,  i&«,  to 
•*  CTF  68  Dispatah  061288,  August  8th,  1942,  to  CTF  61. 

•a*  CTF  61.1  Visual  Dispatah  070611,  August  1942,  to  TO  61.1. 
••**  koport  on  Capture  of  Tulagl-Guadaloaaal  Area  August  7th-8th, 
1942.  HASP  Serial  0194  of  August  24th,  1942. 
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During  tha  progress  of  tha  morning*  a search  CTQ  61.1  maintained 
fighter*  and  a ready  attaok  group  on  the  flight  daek  of  the  SARATOGA  mhioh 
ha  desired  to  launoh  laswdiately  in  ease  a Japanese  oarrler  ware  loeated. 
That  he  was  inaistent  that  this  group  be  ready  for  inatant  offensive 
action,  on  the  receipt  of  a oontaot  report  fro*  one  of  the  WASP  aearoh 
planes,  is  divulged  in  the  text  of  three  diapatahes  sent  to  CTG  61.1.1  in 
the  SARATOGA  alerting  hi*  at  0620,e  again  at  0926,**  and  finally  at 
1029e*e  to  the  necessity  of  keeping  fighters  and  the  attaok  group  ready  at 
all  tines  util  noon  in  ease  an  enamy  oarrler  was  located  and  a bombing 
attgok  mas  carried  out. 

At  1050,  CTO  61.1  learned  froa  the  WASP  that  the  morning  search  had 
been  completed  with  negative  results,  except  for  the  shooting  down  of  an 
ensaty  twin-float  seaplane  north  of  Rekata  Bay  and  for  the  strafing  of  a 
small  craft  flying  Japanese  colors  in  tha  sans  area.  The  WASP  reported 
the  results  of  this  search  to  TO  61.1  in  e visual  massage  sent  out  at 
1056 ,*eee 

CTO  61.1  oomenoed  retiring  to  the  southeastward  at  1200  at  a Point 
Option  speed  of  five  knots.  His  rati ram sot  ooursas  were  apparently  the 
result  of  hie  own  analysis  of  tha  need  for  sea  room  for  the  oarrlers  as 
affected  by  the  direction  of  the  wind,  end  not  as  the  result  of  any 
directive  from  CTF  61. 

At  about  1208  a Japanese  air  strike  cams  in  to  attaok  the  transports. 

At  this  tins,  CTO  61.1  haul  a oombat  air  patrol  over  tha  transports  of 
three  fighters  fro*  tha  WTKRPRI8B  and  eight  fro*  tha  SARATOGA,  a total 
of  eleven.  An  additional  oombat  air  patrol  of  four  fighters  from  the 
SARATOGA  was  cn  route  to  the  transport  area  but  It  arrived  too  lata. 

Thasa  Allied  fighters  tuooeeded  in  shooting  dons  four  J aptness  land  attaok 
planes  and  one  Zero  fighter  but  did  not  sueoeed  in  breaking  up  the  attaok. 

Botwaau  1847  and  1564,  he  launohed  an  additional  air  sear ah  group  of 
fourtesn  torpedo  planes  fro*  the  BITBRPRI8S  to  conduct  a 200  milos  soareh 
of  sector  270° -016°  from  a point  of  origin  Let.  09°-82*S.,  Long.  169°»90*R., 
and  a 200  mil*  aearoh  of  seotor  545° (?)  - 090° (T)  from  another  point  of 
origin  09°-60*S.,  Long.  1600-56*1.  These  searches  had  been  designated  to 
cover  adjacent  areas.  At  1749  twelve  of  those  fourteen  torpedo  planes 
returned  and  landed  on  tha  MTBKPRISS.  The  rcaeiinlng  tee  landed  at  1859?**** 
Evidently  this  aearoh  had  been  extended  by  the  pilots  while  in  the  air,  for 
the  BTTKKPRISB  reported  to  CT?  61  that  two  planes  had  searched  to  a radius 


— ♦•gw  gTTrTr^rgepa^ygfnfg,  csss  mrt  n.1.1. 

« CTO  61.1  Ties*!  Dispatch  072226,  August  1942,  to  SARATOGA. 

*•*  CTO  61.1  Visual  Diapateh  072515,  August  1942,  to  CTO  61.1.1. 

WASP  Diapateh  072666,  August  1942,  to  CTO  61.1. 

'•••*  Letter  August  24th,  1942,  fro*  C warding  Officer,  BTIRPRISI, 

Concerning  Operations  1*  Support  of  Occupation  of  Tulagi-Oudaleaaal, 
August  Tth-ath,  1942,  Serial  0194,  August  24th,  1942. 


of  880  Biles  1b  the  western  sector  sad  twelve  planes  had  soerehed  to  a 
radios  of  880  miles  In  the  northern  and  eastern  scoters*  all  with  negative 
results**  A study  of  Diagram  "!f  shews  that  the  twelve  planes  whieh 
■ear  shed  to  880  niles  reached  the  extremities  of  their  sear  oh  at  shoot 
I860*  sad  the  two  planes  which  searched  to  880  miles  reached  the  extrsedties 
of  their  search  at  about  1810*  The  SfTBBJBISl  also  reported  that  her  planes 
had  encountered  heavy  squalls  100  miles  to  the  eastward  and  140  niles  to 
the  northeastward*  hut  that  the  a.-ea  to  the  westward  was  elsar«* 

As  a matter  ef  hindsight*  it  is  ef  interest  to  analyse  the  exteat  af 
this  search  la  relation  to  the  position  ef  the  Japanese  Cruiser  Perce. 

That  force  had  completed  its  passage  southward  through  Bougainvillo  Strait 
at  1800*  had  entered  "The  Slot"*  end  at  1618  had  changed  course  to  120° (T). 
Thus*  it  had  eons  well  within  the  radius  af  the  ■TSKPRISt  search  planes 
in  the  western  s so  tor*  it  is  unfortunate*  from  the  Allied  viewpoint*  that 
the  third  search  plane  from  the  west  hc*d  not  also  searched  to  860  miloe 
radius  rather  then  to  880  mllosi  for  had  it  dsn#  so  its  search  would  have 
oovered  Bougainville  Strait.  This  plane  then  should  have  passed  over  the 
Japanese  Cruieor  Perea  which  was  present  at  that  time*  As  it  was*  by 
searching  to  but  880  adloo  this  piano  missed  a probable  contact  by  a mere 
thirty  niles* 

Throughout  the  afternoon*  CTO  61*1  continued  to  provide  air  cover  for 
TP  68  whieh  consisted  of  approximately  twelve  fighters)  aid  to  provide  air 
cover  for  his  own  force  ehieh  consisted  ef  forty- two  fighters  am  til  1500* 
gradually  reducing  in  nmhbcr  to  six  fighters  at  180O*ee  Dive  bonbers  were 
employed  as  necessary  far  anti-submarine  patrol* 

CTO  61*1  also  oontinued  to  provide  from  Ssass  artil  swmeet  the  air 

support  amt  the  reeemmaissanee  far  the  loading  operations*  This  consisted* 
in  large  part*  of  attacks  by  dire  bombers  thick  delivered  beta  hembing  amd 
strafing  ettaoks  on  swamp  positions. 

After  the  eonpletlon  ef  the  sunset  recovery  ef  nil  aircraft  at  1667* 

CTO  61*1  set  the  retirement  e our  so  for  the  night  as  140°(T)  at  speed  fiftema 
knots*  At  2590  he  changed  course  to  X50°(T)«*** 

Total  aircraft  losses  Angast  9tai  Pieters*  one  crashed i Bombers* 

none* 


His  8400  position  on  the  6th  was  Lat*  11"- 50’ So,  Long*  181°-47't. 


m»*  wm  n* 

e*  Letter  August  84th*  1948*  from  QnmmsiiAlsg  Officer.  MTKBMtlSB,  Osm- 
eeraftng  Operations  in  export  ef  Oeeupetlen  ef  Tulagi-dMuial  canal. 
August  Tth-ath*  1948*  Serial  0194*  Augwst  84th*  1948)  Utter  August 
14th*  1942*  from  Oemmsnding  Officer,  HASP*  Concerning  Capture  ef 
Tulagj  Quadnlesnal  Area  August  7th-8th*  1948*  Serial  005*  ingest 
14th*  1948  and  SAIATOQA  tar  Diary*  Angast  1948*  Annex  "B". 

*»»  Par  Diary*  VTBBFHISt,  August  1948* 


(d)  OPBRATIOHS  QP  ALLTSP  SUBMiRIHES 


(1)  Operations  of  S-38 

During  the  8th  the  8-58  «ai  patrolling  in  St*  George's  Channel 
along  a fifteen  mile  run)  in  and  out  on  oovress  S20*(T)  and  140°(T), 
respectively*  At  0242*  haring  noted  Japanese  units  moving  out  on  oeurae 
1400  (T),  the  submarine  commander  notified  CCMST7BDIY  FITS  of  this  fact  by 
dlapatoh*  Hoemr,  he  oould  take  no  offensive  against  than  for  his  port 
motor  panel  had  failed  and  ha  mas  engaged  in  repairing  it  in  a position 
dear  of  the  ohaansl*  At  2100  ha  resunsd  his  320°-140°(T)  patrol.  At 
226S  he  sighted  a large  Japanese  submarine*  apparently  the  1-122*  an 
route  from  Bahaul  to  Tulagi*  standing  out  of  the  ohsnnel  at  high  speed* 
This  submarine  mas  too  far  amay  to  attack  and  soon  disappeared** 

The  approximate  2400  position  of  the  8-58  mas  bearing  270° (T ) , 
distant  fourteen  miles  from  Cap#  St*  Oeorge* 

(2)  Operations  of  8-44 

The  8-44  mao  patrolling  submerged  off  the  southern  antranoes  to 
Byron  and  Steffen  Straits  and  mad*  no  oontaots*  Tbs  Comean ding  Offioer 
surfaoed  after  dark.  Some  time  thereafter  he  reoelred  a message  directing 
him  to  more  to  Area  ZKD*  nhioh  appears  to  hare  been  the  area  off  Cape  St* 
Georgs*  Bern  Ireland*  He  therefore  prooeeded  at  about  2100  in  a masterly 
direction  around  Hem  Hanover  Island,** 

At  2400  be  mas  about  firs  miles  south  of  lew  Hanover  Island  in 
a position  about  thirty  miles  meat  of  Steffen  Strait* 

(e)  OPHUTIQWa  OP  CTF  85  (Cosamnder  Aircraft  South  Paolfio  FOros) 

CTP  65  search  operations  on  August  8th  mars  in  general  very  similar 
to  the  prsoeding  day*  and  are  show  on  Diagram  "If*  Sectors  I*  II*  Y 
and  YI  remained  the  same)  Sector  III  mas  modified)  Sector  IY  mas  advanced 
from  Bspiritu  Santo  to  Marsnaalka  Bstuary*  Nalaita  Island)  and  Sector  YII 
mac  a nee  sector  flew  from  Bspiritu  Sente*  The  results  of  these  searches 
follows t#** 

Sector  I mao  net  searched  because  of  bad  meathcr* 

Sector  II  nee  scareoly  half  searched.  The  right  half  mas  not  search- 
ed beeausc  of  bad  meather)  the  left  half  mas  searched  to  a radius  of  660 
miles  only  rather  then  to  the  planned  750  miles  radius  for  the  same  rea- 
son. Results  mere  negative*  It  mas  through  Sector  II  that  the  Japanese 
Cruiser  Force  approached  Saro  Island*  but  tbs  Allied  search*  even  if  it 
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had  bMB  flow  as  plsxmed,  wvald  not  boro  disooecred  tho  Oruissr  Fore*, 

This  was  boo suss  that  forss  did  not  sntsr  this  sector  until  about  1900 
August  8th,  whereas  tho  B-1T  that  did  soaroh  was  abreast  Tulsgi  about 
sunrise  and  had  rsaehsd  its  680  miles  extremity  by  0T18.  Had  an  aftornoota 
soaroh  in  addition  to  tho  oar  If  morning  soaroh  boon  presided,  sad  had  tho 
pianos  waking  this  soaroh  boon  iastruetod  to  bo  at  tho  extremity  of  thoir 
a so tors  by  sunsot,  they  would  probably  hare  discovered  tho  Japan* as 
Cruiser  Pore*  botuoon  Choi soul  and  How  Ooorgia  Islands.  Suah  on  aftornoan 
soaroh  had  boon  plaood  la  offset  in  Beetoro  Ilk  and  T on  August  6th  sad 
6th  at  tho  opoeial  roquost  of  CTF  6 2 who  f oared  on  at task  through  that 
area,  hut  wa*  dropped  thereafter.  It  is  not  clear  lhy  a search  of  this 
typo  was  not  organised  in  Sector  II,  after  tho  Japanese  eruisors  were 
reported  off  Babenl  and  later  in  8t.  Ooorgo' a Channel  on  August  7th. 

Sectors  III,  VI,  and  VII  were  aoarohod  with  negative  results. 

Sootor  IV  was  soarehod  by  tho  patrol  planes  whioh  had  boon  moved  up 
from  Espiritu  8anto  to  Marr  ^ooiko  gstuary  the  proeoding  day.  Those  planes 
operated  froa  tho  tender  MACKXYAC. 

Sector  V woo  searched  to  a distenee  of  only  600  niles  with  negative 
results.  Tho  outer  fifty  mile*  of  tho  planned  660  miles  was  not  soarehod. 

There  is  sens  doubt  as  to  whether  the  soaroh  of  toe  sector  290»(T) 
to  318°  (T)  from  Hal  site  Island,  whioh  soaroh  had  boon  requested  the  pre- 
ceding day  by  CTF  62,  was  actually  made.  CTF  68  states  in  his  War  Diary 
that  all  searches  were  oenduotod  in  aooordanoe  with  the  Basle  Operation 
Plan  end  there  is  no  entry  in  tho  Diary  osnoomlng  a search  of  this  now 
sootor.1)  un  the  other  head,  CTF  63*9  Chi-f  of  Staff  has  reeently  stated 
that  this  search  was  nado  by  two  B-17'  * froa  Espiritu  Santo,  whioh 
soarehod  to  a dlstaneo  of  about  316  ailos  beyond  Malaite  Island  with  neg- 
ative results.**  Assuming  that  tho  search  was  node  sad  that  tho  plsnes 
departed  at  dawn,  thoy  should  have  reached  the  outer  limit  of  their  soaroh 
at  about  1216.  A plot  of  this  soaroh  is  shown  on  Diagram  "D*.  At  this 
tine,  tho  Japaase*  Cruiser  Faro*  was  roughly  sixty  miles  to  tho  northwest. 
It  is  apparent,  therefore,  that  this  soarnh  as  oonduetod,  would  necessarily 
haw*  be  so  ineffective.  Mo  epooial  report  oonoorning  tho  results  of  this 
soaroh  waa  made  by  CTF  63  to  CTF  62. 

CTF  63,  she  had  rooelred  not  only  tho  disr  vfcoh  from  OCMSOWKSPAC  re- 
porting tho  Japanooo  Cruiser  Fores  off  Bougvl  .rills  Island,  but  also  CTF 
62 's  roquost  to  bomb  those  ships  in  Bekata  Bay  on  August  8th,  toons  to 
have  concurred  in  CTF  62's  opinion  as  to  the  destination  of  tho  Cruiser 


♦ largCaFy  CTT  TB7  TStZSCmr. 

ee  Letter  October  20th,  1948,  from  Boar  AAsirsil  M.B.  Oardinsr,  TVS  (Chief 
of  Staff  to  CTF  63)  to  President,  Farsi  War  College. 


Foroe,  for  ho  did  not  reocmaecd  othor  action.  In  fact,  ho  dlreotod  tho 
ELKVBCTH  Bombardment  Group  to  bo  prepared  to  attack  this  enemy  foroo  in 
Rekata  Bay  at  1200,  August  9th.  Ho  alao  directed  tho  C amending  Of  floor, 
MACKINAC  (CTG  65.6)  at  Mareaasik*  Estuary  to  aako  a four-piano  night 
torpedo  attack  on  thio  foroo  on  Augist  9th.*  Thio  latter  order  waa  re- 
leased at  about  0£S4,  August  9th. ** 

Table  4 shows  tho  disposition  cf  Allied  laid  and  tender-based  air- 
craft in  the  SOPAjC  Area  as  of  2400,  August  8th. 

(f)  OPERATIONS  OF  COMMANDER  ALLIED  AIR  FORCES,  SOWBSPAC 

Co— uader  Allied  Air  Forees  North  Eastern  Area,  SONBSPAC,  conducted 
air  searches  on  August  8th  in  support  of  the  operations  in  SOPAC  Area  as 
follows! 

(a)  Three  Hudsons  from  the  Fall  River  Field  at  Milne  Bay  reoonnolter- 
ed  tho  Solosum  Islands  in  Reoonnaissanoe  Area  "B",  and  a fourth  Hudson 
■ado  a ohort  reoonnaissanoe  flight  over  Reconnaissance  Area  "Siren*  whioh 
appear?,  (frost  previous  delineation  of  search  areas)  to  have  included  the 
sea  approaohee  to  the  Loulslade  Arohipelago,  the  Lusanoay  Islands,  and  the 
approaches  to  Buna  Roads  from  Rabaul. 

(b)  One  B-17  from  Fort  Moresby  r a eon  no it e rod  Reoonnaissanoe  Area  "C" j 
another  covered  Reoonnaissanoe  Area  "D",  and  a third  B-17  made  a photo- 
graphic intelligence  nisei  on  in  ftsoonnaissanoe  Area  *E"  with  particular 
emphasis  on  Babaul  and  Kavleng. 

The  reoosinaieaanoe  flights  of  the  three  Budaons  in  Reoomalssanoo 
Ares  *B*  are  of  particular  eigaiflcanoe,  since  these  Hudsone  re-eetablished 
the  previous  day's  oontaots  on  the  Japanese  Cruise?  Foroe  as  it  moved 
southward  towards  Tulagi.  The  o on  tacts  were  made  as  follows  t 

(a)  Hudson  Flight  Number  A16/218  was  heading  up  from  the  southeast 
at  1026  when  he  made  contact  on  the  Japeneee  Cruiser  Foroe  in  Let.  060-49' 
S.,  Ling.  166°-07'B.  end  reported  it  as  three  heavy  oruisers,  three  des- 
troyers,  and  two  seaplaue  tsndwre  or  gunboats  on  ocuree  120°(T),  speed 
fifteen.***  This  fore*  actually  consisted  of  five  heavy  oruisers,  t-vo 
light  oruisers  and  on*  destroyer. 

The  pil.jt  did  not  trail  this  oontset  but  prooeeded  to  return  direotly 
to  his  base  at  Fall  River.  This  foot  is  revealed  by  the  oontaet  he  made 
an  hour  later,  at  1127,  on  one  Japanese  submarine,  apparently  the  1-121 
on  rout*  from  Rabaul  to  Tulagi,  in  a position  in  the  Solomon  See  176  miles 
away  from  the  orulser  can tact  on  a direct  line  to  Milne  Bay.  The  Hudson 
pilot  attaoksd  this  submarine  with  two  100-pound  bomb*,  but  missed.*** 


- • luiair  Diary  (5*flT  te,  August  1942. 

*•  CTF  65  Dispatch  081664,  August  1942  to  MACKINAC. 

***  Operations  Report  Allied  Air  Forces,  Southwest  Paoifio  Area  for 
August  8th,  1942. 


The  procedure  governing  Air  Foro*  rtoumiliiiM*  nistion*  stipulated 
that  a plan*  waking  eontaot  at  a*a  wso  to  ramin  In  th#  Tie  laity  of  tho 
slated  target  until  reoalled  or  forced  to  retire.*  It  ia  assumed  that 
this  pilot  was  foroed  to  retire  for  oause,  probably  beeauae  of  fuel  liait* 
atlons . Hie  eontaot  report,  unfortunately,  ana  ia  error  a*  regards  both 
number*  and  recopaitlon.  These  error*  had  a profound  effect  on  the 
decision*  of  CTF  62  and  CTG  62.6, 


All  ovideno*  available  for  this  study  aaena  to  indicate  that  the 
above  too  oontaot  reports  were  made  after  tho  plane  returned  to  ita  base 
at  Fall  Elver,  sinoe  both  of  thsn  were  ocnfclned  into  a single  d 1 spate h. 

The  basic  instructions  required  that  each  oontstft  be  reported  by  dispatch 
aa  soon  as  ends  by  tha  plane  in  flight.* 

The  dlepateh  which  reported  thee*  two  oontaot s vac  passed  over  the 
Australian  Air  Force  circuit  frees  Fall  liver  to  Fort  Moresby,  and  thsnee 
to  Townsville  to  the  Headquarters  of  the  Co— under  forth  (astern  Area. 

At  this  point  (or  at  Port  Moresby),  had  the  urgency  been  recognised,  it 
■sight  well  have  been  broadcast  on  Task  Foro*  68*  a point-to-point  Wet 
"X".  Instead,  it  was  passed  fron  Townsville  over  the  Australian  Air  Pore* 
land-line  circuit  to  the  Headquarters  of  Canaandsr  Allied  Air  Foroes, 
Southwest  Pacific  Area,  at  Brisbane.  It  ms  then  passed  by  hsnd  to  CGMSO- 
mtSPAC,  also  at  Brisbane,  who  passed  it  over  the  levy  (U.S.X.-R.A.V.) 
land-line  elrouit  to  Canberra,  Australia  in  hie  dispa teh  080717  (tine  ef 
origin  1817,  nlaus  eleven  Zone  Tina)  for  transmission  over  the  sir  on  th* 
Canberra  BELLS  broadcast  sohedula.  Canberra  then  tnusanitted  it  on  the 
BELLS  schedule  to  the  Australian  Foroes  end  to  Pearl  Harbor  for  transmission 
on  the  BOM  Fox  schedule  to  the  American  For  see.  Canberra  completed  its 
transmission  on  the  BILLS  schedule  at  080757  (1857  nizms  eleven  Zone  Time). 
Pearl  Harbor  ssspletsd  ita  tm^««loa  on  the  KOR  Fox  schedule  at  080745 
(1845  minus  eleven  Zone  Time). 


This  dispatch  ms  received  by  OGKSOPACFOf.  the  motion  addressee,  sad 
by  CTF  62  on  tho  HOI  Fox  schedule  betwsom  1645  and  1646.  It  ms  received 
by  CTF  62.6  on  tbs  BULB  schedule  at  1657,  and  on  the  HOI  Fox  schedule  at 
1645.ee  Thus,  this  vitally  important  eontaot  report  ms*  received  by  th* 
responsible  oonmnders  In  the  80PAC  Area  abouv  eight  hours  and  twenty 
minuter  after  th*  eontaot  was  mad*. 


(b)  At  1101,  th*  pilot  of  Hudson  Flight  Bomber  Alt/166  made  contact 
on  th*  earn*  Japans se  Cruiser  Foro*  in  Lab,  0 80-42* 8.,  Long.  1M*-0S'1., 
and  reported  it  a*  two  heavy  or  light  cruisers  end  one  unidentified  vessel. 
This  plane  me  reported  by  th*  Japan***  to  have  trailed  then  for  seme  time 


and  this  fact  la  borne  out  by  the  report  of  a 2000- toe  actor  vessel  by 
thla  sane  pilot  out  hour  and  twenty  mins  tea  later  in  Bougainville  Strait 
In  a poaltlon  that  was  but  eighty  nllea  away  fran  thla  first  contact .* 
Additional  eontaot  reporta  on  other,  but  unimportant,  targets  Indloate 
that  he  reoonnoltered  also  I a land  and  returned  to  hla  base  at  Pall  River. 


The  report  of  the  contact  wade  at  1101  waa  even  wore  Incomplete  than 
the  1026  report,  and  did  not  toad  to  clarify  an  already  confused  situation. 
Why  the  pilot  did  not  sake  a wore  correct  report  la  not  known.  However  It 
way  have  been  due.  In  part  at  least,  to  the  fact  that  all  flew  Japanese 
heavy  cruisers  had  boon  recovering  planes  In  widely  separated  positions 
until  about  1200  before  joining  up.  It  a owes  logical  to  aasuan  that  the 
Australian  pilot  failed  to  aee  the  five  heavy  oruissrs,  but  that  he  did 
sight  the  Tim,  TOBARI  and  TWAGI  which  latter  three  ships  had  net 
launched  planes  and  had  bean  operating  aa  a unit  apart  fran  the  heavy 
cruisers. 


The  report  of  thla  contact  waa  received  by  OOMSOPACPOR  at  !1SI  or 
about  ten  and  one -ha If  hours  after  it  had  bean  wads.  Whether  cr  net  it 
was  received  by  CTP  62  and  CTO  62,6  rasa  Ins  aUnonu 


The  feet  that  both  of  those  reports  fron  the  Hudson  reconnaissance 
planes  were  received  at  Tulagl  many  hours  after  the  oentaets  had  been 
wade,  and  the  further  fact  that  sunset  waa  at  1616,  ones  again  denied 
OOMSOPACFCR  the  opportunl  of  requesting  aa  hweedlate  air  attack  by 
CGMSOHESPAC  planes,  she  a.  am  have  desired  that  sash  an  attack  be  nadni 
and  denied  the  Air  Support  Fbree  (TO  61.1)  the  opportunity  to  attaok  this 
Japanese  fore#  on  the  afternoon  of  August  6th. 

Thu  reourrsnoe  of  this  slowness  of  a — unlontlonc  an  August  8th,  as 
an  August  7th,  la  a repetition  of  a similar  historical  inoidant  that 
occurred  in  World  War  II  sons  two  yours  earlier.  In  that  instance,  an 
S.A.F.  Hudson  piano  of  the  British  Ooastal  Coanand  on  a reconnaissance 
flight  on  the  eastern  aide  of  the  North  Sea  an  Sunday,  April  Tth,  1940, 
sighted  shortly  after  noon  a large  Orman  naval  force  escorting  transports 
cn  a northerly  course.  Tb'  -dUl  led  to  report  this  contact  by  radio 
end  only  aantloned  it  -*y  ? returning  to  base  acne  flour  hours 

later.  Thla  contact  waa  of  ribu  oonoern,  ainoc  It  waa  part  of  the  Oorwan 
invasion  foroe  beaded  for  Norway.  The  invasion  ef  Norway  easaaanoed  on 
April  9th.**  Although  a squadron  of  bonbors  waa  belatedly  sent  out  fron 
a British  east  ooast  base,  it  failed  to  intercept  this  eneny  fores.  The 
Cowwander- in-Chief , British  Hone  FI  •'*  was  denied  infomntlon  of  the 
wovwasnt  of  the  Oeraanc  until  too  v .’or  effective  ecunterwnnaurea.ee 


e Operations  Report  Allied  Air  Forces,  Southwest  Paolflo  Area,  Angus 
8th,  1842. 

•*  Report  Jon e 24th,  1940  fran  0.8.  Naval  Attache,  London  Concerning 
Greet  Britain  (Norway)  Norwegian  Gaapaiga  - Initial  trror.  Serial 
660,  File  907. 
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Du,  1«|  4»k]n  is  loyal  Hr  hm  MnalMticu  (both  British 
sad  Anstrall— ) on  directly  oppssits  silos  if  tho  glebe  hod  assisted  ths 
««7i  first,  la  April,  1940  ia  ths  wtsof  ths  Osrasa  lkmia  of  Norway, 
sad  sec— d,  ia  Aagsst  lMt  la  ths  ssss  of  ths  Jspsasss  sttsapt  to  dsfsat 
ths  Alllsd  sporstloas  la  ths  Bo  lassoes* 

It  slhssld  be  sppsrsat  that  ths  long  do  lay  la  ths  rsosipt  hy  ths 
aetion  oddrssssss  of  ths  too  R.A.LF,  lads—  oeatosts  suto  oa  tho  Japanese 
Cruiser  Poros  oa  Ispit  8th,  1842,  taken  together  with  tho  siailor  dsloy 
ia  ths  rsosipt  of  ths  B-1T  sostsots  ssds  oa  this  ssaa  fores  oa  Mgnst  Ti; h, 
sores  to  lndisat*  s saifora  pattern  of  alow  sad  lasf footles  eo— lections 
betas  as  alrorsft  of  ths  Allied  Air  POroe  ia  ths  forth  Bastsra  Area  and 
ths  rsspoasibls  Allied  oosoasadsrs  ia  ths  80PAC  Area* 

la  spits  of  ths  foot  that  ths  two  bases,  Toeaseillo  sad  Port  Moresby 
wore  linked  oa  OOMAXBSOPAC  (CT?  AS)  1st  "1"  sad  that  thro#  air  bases 
(ths  shoes  two  plus  Fall  Hirer)  were  able  to  ocaaua lotto  oa  CTP  6S*s  lot 
"C",  tSsss  olrouita  mere  not  asploysd  by  ths  Allied  Air  Psroos  in  ths 
North  Bastsra  Arse  to  broadcast  ths  eltal  lnfonaatloa  contained  la  these 
ooataot  reports*  Instead,  as  pro  elded  in  ths  SONESPAC  C hot  lost  1 os.  Plan, 
these  "signals  originated  in  ths  North  Bastsra  Area  sad  addressed  to 
South  Paolfio  Foroos  (were)  routed  eia  Headquarters  Allied  Air  Poros*'.* 

As  was  shewn  previously,  titer*  was  ths  additional  provision  that t "Nhsn 
urgency  dsaaads,  (signals)  any  tu  routed  eia  Port  Moresby  or  Temseillo 
on  ths  oboes  (Nat  "N”)  point  to  point  series*"*  But  this  provision 
oallsd  for  a decision  as  to  what  constituted  inf omation  of  urgency,  snd 
such  a deoision  would  therefore  have  required  ths  udvioe  of  a naval 
liaison  oo— amioatloas  of  floor  st  s»oh  of  tho  baeos  in  tho  Worth  Bastsra 
Ares*  unfortunately,  ths  Allied  Air  Fbross  were  dependent  upon  ths 
oo— tmii  lest  ion  facilities  and  personnel  of  ths  Hoys!  Australian  Mr  Pores 
(RAAP).  Ths  latter  personnel  had  —happily  become  oonplaosnt  as  a result 
of  thsir  inability  to  take  offensive  action  prior  to  ths  influx  of 
Anorioan  Forces,  and  wore  slow  in  responding  to  ths  d— ends  of  tho 
situation.** 


• i'ignal  Instructions,  SnSSnre  (fe)  to  Operation  Instruction  No*  lb, 
Headquarters  Allied  Air  Porooo,  July  51,  1942* 

**  Interview  on  January  15th,  1980,  Captain  B.F.  Boeder,  CBN,  Assistant 
Co-uni  oat  Ion  Officer  on  Staff  of  COMSONB8PACFOB  on  August  1942, 
conducted  by  C—nodore  Hlshard  V*  Bates,  CBN,  (Ret.),  Hoad  of 
Depart— at  of  Analysis,  Naval  Mar  College,  Newport,  R*l* 
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CHAPTER  VIII 

MEANS  AVAILABLE  AND~OPPOSEI) 
'August  ^th,  1§4S 


► 
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i 
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(•)  FORCES  KMQAGED 
(1)  ALL  USD  FORCE* 


(1)  SCREEN 

TEOBTTbD),  RALPH  TALBOT  (DO)  - Total:  2 DD 

(2)  CHICAGO  GROUP 

SXffBBOSCTSXT.  Chicago  (ca)  2 ca 

PATTERSON  (DD),  BAGLEY  (DD)  2 DD 

(3)  VINCENNES  GROUP 

VMMttfcS  (dio,  ASTORIA  (CA),  QUINCY  (CA)  3 CA 

WILSON  (DD),  HELM  (DD)  2 DD 

Total  forces  engaged:  5 CA,  6 DD 

(2)  JAPANESE  CRUISER  FORCE 

CHORA  I (FF)(CA),  AOBA  (CA),  KARO  (CA)-, 

KINUOASA  (CA).  FORUTAXA  (CA)  5 CA 

TBNHYU  (CL),  YU SARI  (CL)  2 CL 

YUHAOI  (DD)  1 DP 


Total  foroaa  engaged:  5 CA,  2 CL,  1 DD 

(b)  ARMAMENT » 

(1)  *»-T.mn  FORCE 

“ CfflBMCT  VIHCEMNBS,  QUINCY,  ASTORU  (nine  8-inch,  eight  5- 
inoh);  CANBERRA  (eight  8-inoh,  four  4-inoh,  eight  21 -inch  torpedo 
tub«s) ; BLUE,  RALPH  TALSOT,  PATTERSON,  BAGLKY t WILSON,  HELM  (four 
6-inaIi,  aixtaan  21-inch  torpedo  tubes), 

(2)  JAPANESE  CRUISER  FORCE* * 

CBXEI  (ten  8~inoJi,  four  6,0- inch,  sixteen  24-inch  torpedo 
tubes) j AOBA.  KARO.  KINUGASA,  FURUTARA  (six  8-inoh,  four  4,7-inch, 
eight  24-inoh  torpedo  tubes);  TEH RYU  (four  5.5-inch,  one  3-inch, 
six  21<-inoh  torpedo  tubes);  TUBARI  (five  5.5-inoh,  one  3-inoh, 
four  24- inch  torpedo  tubes);  YUNAGI  (four  4.7-inoh,  six  21-inoh 
torpedo  tubes). 


* Additfonal  Allied  ships  were  in  the  /inal  phase"  of  this  night  action. 
However,  for  one  reason  or  another,  aa  will  be  shown  in  this  chapter  they 
were  not  actually  in  the  battle.  These  were  the  AUSTRALIA,  SELFRIDGE, 
MUGFQRD,  KLLET.  The  JARVIS  was  disabled but  passed  through  the  oonbat 


area  during  the  battle, 

*•  SOURCE:  ATIS  Historical  Division 

Cos— and  April  1960. 


G2  General  Headquarters,  Far  Eastern 


i 
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(c)  STRENGTH  AND  TTEAKNESS  FACTORS 


The  following  survey  of  portinent  strength  and  weakness  factors  of 
each  force  has  been  nade  to  suimarise  the  material  for  testing  the  feasi- 
bility and  acceptability  of  possible  courses  of  action. 

ALLIED  FORCE 


STRENGTH  FACTORS 
Radar 

More,  and  more  modern  destroyers 
(6  to  1) 

More  8"  guns  (44  to  34) 

Cruisers  had  more  life  (27  to  23.6) 
Cruisers  generally  superior  to 
Japanese  cruisers. 

Close  support  nearby  (3  cruisers 
5 destroyers) 

Uore  torpodo  tubes  in  destroyers 
(96  to  6) 

More  4.0"  and  6.0"  than  enemy's 

4.7",  5.C"  and  5.5"  guns  (60  to  34) 


WEAKNESS  FACTORS 

Forces  separated  so  oould  be 
destroyed  piecemeal. 

Commanders  of  different 

groups  not  familiar  with  one 
another’s  plans. 

Personnel  worn  out  after  two  days 
in  combat  area. 

No  flag  officer  present. 

No  battle  plan. 

Lack  of  correct  intelligence  con- 
cerning composition  enemy 
cruiser  force. 

Nigjdt  attack  not  anticipated  by 
high  command. 


JAPANESE  CRUISER  FORCE 


STRENGTH  FACTORS 

Surprise 

Initiative 

More  light  cruisers  (2  to  0) 

Uore  torpedo  tubes  in  cruisers 
(68  to  8) 

Better  trained  in  night  operations 
Ship-based  aircraft  well  trained 
for  night  flying. 

Familiar  with  combat  area. 

Freedor.  of  aotlon. 

Uore  war  experience. 

Forces  concentrated. 


WEAKNESS  FACTORS 
Non  homogeneous 

Enemy  forces  stronger  than  ex- 
pected. 

Had  not  operated  together. 


This  analysis  indioatss  that,  insofar  as  guns,  torpedo  tubes,  radar, 
design,  and  equipment  in  general  were  concerned,  the  advantage  lay  with  the 
Allies;  that  insofar  as  oombat  experience,  freshness  of  personnel,  surprise, 
initiative  and  oonoontretion  were  concerned,  the  advantage  lay  with  the 
Japanese.  Thus,  the  Allies  had  material  superiority;  the  Japanese,  morale 
and  teotioal  superiority. 


- 105  - 


CHAPTER  IX 


OFERATIOMS  OF  JAPAMESB  CRTJISER  FORCE 
OOOO  August  9th  to  0132  August  9th 

(a)  THE  APPROACH 


The  Japanese  C.uiser  Poroe  oontinued  onward  in  night  cruising  dis- 
position towards  Tulagi  on  course  120° (T)  speed  twenty-four  knots,  and  all 
ships  in  condition  of  readiness  (MB.  At  exaotly  0000,  August  9th,  with  the 
south  entranoe  to  Tulagi  bearing  140°(T)  distant  thirty-seven  wiles.  Cow- 
wander  Cruiser  Pores  changed  course  to  that  bearing,  increased  speed  to 
twenty- six  knots  and  assiaed  the  battle  formation  which  he  had  ordered  in 
his  Signal  Order  Bo.  25,*  The  vanguard  of  his  oruising  disposition,  which 
was  composed  of  the  TBBKYU  and  the  YUHAGI  in  position  1000  yards  on  the 
port  bow  of  the  CHOKAI,  and  the  YUBARI  in  a similar  position  on  the  star- 
board bow,  immediately  reversed  course  and  took  position  in  the  battle 
formation,**  This  formation  was  actually  a simple  column  with  the  ships 
in  the  following  order*  CHOXAl(PP).  AOBA(P),  XAXO,  KINUGASA,  FURUTAKA, 
TEHKYU(P),  YUBARI,  and  YUHAGI. 

At  0025  Cansander  Cruiser  Poroe  sent  two  signals  to  his  foroe.  One 
was*  "Three  heavy  cruisers  south  of  Savo  Island,  course  290°(T),  speed 
eighteen  knots'*  the  other  was*  "Prepare  to  fire  torpedoes l"***  The 
signal,  referring  to  the  heavy  cruisers,  evidently  was  a report  of  the 
AUSTRALIA  Group  which  had  reversed  from  a northwesterly  oourse  at  0015, 
ten  minutes  earlier,  to  a oourse  of  125°(T),  This  information  had  been 
given  to  the  Japanese  Comaander  by  ona  of  the  two  oruiaer  planes  which 
wars  reoonnoi taring  the  Tulagi- Gum dale anal  area  and  the  observation  was 
wade  at  the  time  the  CHICAGO  Group  was  o.>  course  506°(T)  at  speed  twelve 
knots.****  The  report  was  somewhat  inaccurate  as  to  a Disposition.  There 
were  actually  two  destroyers  and  two  cruisers  in  formation  at  the  time. 

Th*  third  cruisar,  the  AUSTRALIA,  had  departed  at  2125  for  Area  XRAY  off 
Guadalcanal.  This  report  was  reasonably  accurate  as  to  oourae  (306° 
instead  of  290°)  but  aaswarUat  inaccurate  as  to  speed  (twelve  instead  of 
eighteen).  However,  when  one  oonsiders  the  pilot's  problem  of  operating 
over  hostile  surfaos  for  os  a,  in  low  visibility  and  on  a moonless  night, 
his  performance  must  be  rated  unusually  creditable  and  reflected  merit  on 
the  Japanese  ship-based  pilots, 

CowaMinder  Cruisar  Poroe  must  have  bean  extremely  gratified  to  receive 
this  report,  for  his  late  afternoon  reconnaissance  plane  had  not  returned. 


* CBUDft  6 be tailed  Battle  fleport  lo,  8,  Solomons  Bevel  Action,  August 
7th- 10th,  1942,  CIO  Dooxaeat  86927,  June  27th,  1947,  page  1, 

**  Beoorda  CRDDIY  18,  August  8th,  1942,  WDC  Dootaent  1L0984. 

*••  War  Diary  KAEO,  August  7th- 10th,  1942,  WDC  Document  160145, 

***•  U58B8  Interrogation  lav.  lo.  83,  Vol.  II,  Interrogation  of  Japanese 
Officials,  Interrogation  of  Captain  Kenkiohi  Kato,  XJM,  page  561. 
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This  information  not  only  t«nded  to  verify  his  own  estimate  of  enemy 
forces,  based  in  pert  upon  the  report  of  Criiisnder  FIFTH  Air  Attaok  Force, 
but  it  elso  indicated  that  he  eras  going  into  action  against  divided  enemy 
foroes,  each  group  of  ahioh  was  inferior  to  his  own  force. 

The  signal  "Prepare  to  fire  torpedoes"  was  in  keeping  with  his  sig- 
nalled battle  plan  and  it  foreshadowed  relatively  "close  notion". 

At  0045,  he  ordered  battle  stations  alerted.*  This  order  established 
a condition  of  readiness  believed  to  be  similar  to  the  Anerlcan  Condition 
of  Readiness  OKB.  A few  minutes  later,  at  about  0053,  the  CHOKAI  sighted 
on  bearing  162°(T)  a ship  resembling  a destroyer.**  This  -stroyer  was 
the  BLUE  on  her  radar  patrol  station.  At  0054  the  AOBA,  which  was  direct- 
ly astern  of  the  CH0KAI  in  ooluan  also  sighted  the  BLUE.***  Diagram  "K" 
shows  that  the  range  at  the  time  of  contact  was  10,900  yards.  It  was 
fortunate  for  the  Japanese  that  the  KJJB,  even  with  radar,  failed  to  detect 
the  Japanese  Cruiser  Force  on  its  approach.  This  long-range  sighting  by 
the  Japanese  lookouts  was  merely  one  of  many  long-range  and  astonishingly 
accurate  reports  made  by  them  during  the  aotion. 

As  will  be  shown  later,  the  Japanese  reports  of  sightings  were  almost 
always  made  long  before  similar  reports  were  made  by  the  Allied  lookouts 
and  were,  therefore,  of  inestimable  value  to  the  a iw— Tiding  officers  of 
all  Japanese  ships  engaged.  This  superiority  in  night  visual  detection 
was  presumably  due  to  exteriority  in  night  glasses;  to  longer  training  in 
actual  war  conditions  and  to  freshness  of  lookouts,  when  ooapared  with  the 
Allied  lookouts  who  may  have  been  suffering  from  fatigue  resulting  from 
several  days  of  intense  combat  operations.  It  may  have  been  due  also  to 
an  unwarranted  reliance  on  radar  by  the  allied  ships. 


Commander  Cruiser  Force  eppeers  to  have  been  somewhat  surprised  by 
the  presence  of  the  BLUE.  Hie  planes  had  not  reported  her,  she  was  pa- 
trolling across  hia  line  of  approach  through  the  south  ohtnnel  into  Iron 
Bottom  Sound,  and  she  night  seriously  interfere  with  hie  plans  if  she  dis- 
covered his  orxiiser  force.  He  had  two  apparent  ooxirses  of  action.  The 
first  was  to  continue  on,  to  endeavor  to  paes  the  destroyer  without  dis- 
covery end  without  gun  motion,  and  to  endeavor  to  surprise  the  three 
cruisers  reported  to  be  south  of  Ssvo  Island.  The  other  was  to  ohange 
ooxurse  to  a little  south  of  east  and  to  endeavor  to  pass  through  the  north 
passage  into  Iron  Bottom  Sound  without  discovery.  He  ohose  the  latter 
ooursa  of  aotion,  for  at  0058  he  changed  the  flag-ship's  course  to  100°(T) 
end  signalled  "Enter  by  north  entrance!"*** 


* War  Alary  Bib  Fleet,  August  7tb-loGx,'  lS4i,  C^0  bccxseent  ?4<Si$,  Ky 
12th,  1947. 

**  USSB8  Interrogation  Kav.  Ko.  83,  Vol.  II,  Interrogation  of  Japanese 
Officials,  Interrogation  of  Captain  Kenkichi  Kate,  IJV,  page  361. 

***  CRUDIV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  Ho.  8,  Solomons  Maval  Aotion,  Axigust 
7th-10th,  1942,  CIO  Document  86927,  Jxme  27th,  1947,  page  4. 
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At  about  0103,  he  sighted  on  bearing  159  (T)  what  he  mistook  to  be 
another  destroyer,*  but  what  evidently  was  a two-masted  sohooner.  This 
sohoonar  was  probably  the  samo  ship  which  had  been  reported  by  ar  ENTER- 
PRISE plane  on  August  7th  in  a position  northwest  of  the  Russell  Islands, 
einoe  no  other  Japanese  ships  hid  been  observed  in  the  area.  Because  of 
this  oontact,  Commander  Cruiser  Force  now  had  to  re-estimate  his  situation. 
It  must  have  appeared  to  him  that  this  seoond  destroyer  was  par’-  of  a pa- 
trol aoroas  the  entrance.  Although  no  picket  ships  had  been  reported  by 
his  planes,  nevertheless,  it  was  a logical  security  measure  for  the  Allies 
to  take.  He  decided  that  he  would  grin  na  advantage  by  endeavoring  to 
enter  through  the  north  channel  which  would  also  be  patrolled.  It  would 
be  wise  to  strike  immediately.  He  also  observed  that  both  "destroyers" 
(BLUE  and  the  schooner)  were  gradually  withdrawing  to  the  southweatward 
and  had  either  not  discovered  his  cruisers  or  had  decided  to  take  no  di- 
rect action  other  than  report  his  presence.  He  did  not  think  that  either 
of  these  possibilities  was  likely.**  Although  the  action  reports  do  not 
so  state  there  is  reason  to  believe  from  some  of  tho  interrogations  that 
Commander  Cruiser  Force's  decision  to  carry  out  his  original  plan  to  enter 
through  the  south  channel  may  have  been  affected  also  by  possible  reports 
from  his  oruiaer  planes  of  an  Allied  cruiser  group  east  of  Savo  Island  in 
addition  to  the  one  to  the  south. 

He  therefore,  at  0105,  directed  the  CHOKAI  to  turn  right  to  course 
160°(T)i  and  at  0108  he  signalled  "Enter  from  south  passage!"**  He  con- 
tinued at  twenty-six  knots  on  course  150°(T)  with  his  ships  at  general 
quartora.  He  decided  to  withhold  fire,  maintain  silence  and  trust  to 
ohanoe.  This  was  a wise  decision,  for  his  oommand  had  not  as  yet  been 
observed  by  the  BLUE  or  by  aay  other  Allied  ship.  His  presence  was  un- 
known. 

During  this  time.  Commander  Cruiser  Force  made  no  contacts  on  the 
other  Allied  radar  patrolling  destroyer,  the  RALPH  TALSOT.  This  was 
probably  because  the  RALPH  TALBOT,  at  0100,  was  approximately  24,000  yards 
away,  or  slightly  more  than  double  the  Japanese  demonstrated  range  of  vi- 
sibility. When  tho  CHOKAI  turned  southward  at  0105,  she  was  approximately 
19,000  yards  away  and  therefore  was  still  beyond  visual  range  insofar  as 
the  Japanese  lookouts  were  oonoerned  and  beyond  radar  range  insofar  as  she. 
herself  was  oonoerned. 

At  0112  when  due  west  of  the  north  point  of  Savo  Island,  Commander 
Cruiser  Force  changed  course  by  follow- the-leader  tactics  to  160°(T).  He 
theiv  at  0118,  ohangad  course  to  180°(T);  at  0120  to  150°(T);  and  at  0121 
to  110°(T) ,****This  latter  course  would  have  taken  the  Cruiser  Force  just 


outside  the  ICO  fathom  curve  on  the  south  side  of  Save  Island.  Why  Com- 
mander Cruiser  Force  desired  to  operate  so  close  to  Savo  Island  is  not 
explained.  It  would  appear  as  though  the  correct  cource,  onoe  the  Allied 
patrolling  destroyers  had  been  evaded,  would  have  been  to  head  directly 
into  Iron  Bottom  Sound  and  towards  the  transports  off  Guadalcanal.  Per- 
haps he  hoped  to  interfere  with  Allied  radars  by  operating  close  to  a land 
mass.  Perhaps  he  was  seeking  the  three  cruisers,  which  had  been  reported  as 
operating  south  of  Savo  Island  about  one  hour  earlier,  and  wished  to  lo- 
cate them  prior  to  his  "rush  in".  Tfhatever  nay  have  been  the  reason  Com- 
mander Cruiser  Force  proceeded  on  course  110°(T)  until  0124  when  he  commenced 
running  into  a heavy  mass  of  clouds  which  obscured  the  southern  end  of  Savo 
Island  and  extended  several  miles  to  the  southward.  He,  therefore,  at 
0124,  changed  course  to  160°(T)  tc  avoid  this  cloud  mass.  At  0126,  Com- 
mander Cruiser  Force  signalled  "Proceed  independently!"*  It  is  believed 
by  this  signal,  he  meant  that  the  CHOKAI,  CRUDIV  SIX,  CB.UDIV  EIGHTEEN  and 
the  YUNAGI  were  to  aot  independently  of  each  other.**  This  was  an  unusual 
order,  but  in  view  of  the  nature  of  night  operations,  was  sound  provided 
;hat  each  of  the  above  tactical  units  was  to  operate  independently  against 
Allied  shipping,  their  designated  objective.  Otherwise,  does  it  not  seem 
that  it  would  have  been  wiser  to  have  kept  them  together?  Night  combat 
operations  are  very  d’ffioult  and  unless  forces  are  kept  together,  melees 
often  result,  and  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish  friend  from  foe.  This 
was  especially  true  of  the  Japanese  foroes  at  this  time,  for,  as  has  been 
pointed  out  previously,  the  cruisers  comprising  this  force  had  never  ma- 
neuvered together  before. 

At  0128^,  the  CHOKAI  changed  course  to  150°(T)  and  at  0132,  to  course 
095°(T).***  She  passed  Savo  Island  at  a distance  of  about  three  miles  on 
her  port  beam.  The  other  ships  followed  in  column. 


* flktftlV  d be 'tailed  Battle  Report  fo.  9,  Solomons  Naval  Action,  August 
7th-10th.  1942,  CIO  Dooument  8S927,  June  27th,  1947. 


**  TJ&SB8  Interrogation  Nav.  Ho.  109,  Vol.  II,  Interrogation  of  Japanese 
Offioials,  Interrogation  of  Captain  Toshikacu  Ohmae,  IJN,  page  472  and 
Hav.  Ho.  61,  Vol,  I,  Interrogation  of  Rear  Admiral  U.  Matsuyama,  IJN, 
page  255. 

*»■*  Track  Chart  Annexed  to  Seoords,  CRUDIV  18,  August  7th-9th,  1942, 


TTDC  Document  160984, 


t (12674  0—50 i-ll 
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0PBUTI0B8  OF  ALU  ID  SCBBBTIHQ  (HtOUP 
0000  August  9th  to  0182  August  9th 


As  tha  Jitpuii*  Cruissr  Faroe  approuh«d  the  Tula gi -Guadalcanal  area, 
the  a hi  pa  of  TO  62*0  and  of  Flra  Support  Groups  LOTI  and  HID,  uhioh  mere 
uilpiad  patrol  stations  la  tho  eastern  antranea  to  Iron  Bottca  8ound, 
vara  cruising  la  thtlr  aselpied  patrol  ama  as  described  previously  and 
as  shoaa  on  Plata  IV,  Baoausa  the  Allied  chips,  uhiah  aotually  «n  gaged  la 
tha  battla,  vara  not  ocnoentrated  Into  ana  group  but  vara  las  toad  eidaly 
•eparated  into  four  groups  consisting  of  too  groups  of  slngla  ships,  one 
group  of  four  ships  nni  ona  of  five  ships,  it  boobs  viro  to  disouaa  tho 
notions  of  sash  of  thsss  groups  separately  in  tha  order  that  they  uara 
encountered  by  tha  Japanese, 

(a)  OPERATIONS  OF  HLIM 

Tha  BLtJK  uas  patrolling  her  radar  and  anti-submarine  station.  She 
on*  in  A—rloaa  Condition  of  Baadinass  TWO,  Tha  ueather  uas  partly  oloudy 
uith  a wind  of  four  knoti  froa  tha  northeast,  Tha  ice  uas  eala,  an  aooa.a 
Tha  visibili.«,-y  of  8000  yards,  as  given  by  tha  BLOB,  uas  about  8000  yards 
lass  thsn  tha  11,000  yards  daaonstratad  by  tha  Japansss,  This  diserep- 
anoy  appears  to  have  bean  due  to  the  superior  ability  of  tha  Japanese  to 
detect  and  reoognit*  *hl;i  at  nl£it. 

At  0000,  tha  BLOB  uas  haadad  sa  oourse  £81° (T)  at  tuelve  knots  and 
uas  in  position  bearing  2?Qo(?)  distant  ten  end  seven-tenths  alias  fra* 
the  center  of  3avo  Island,  At  0010  aha  reached  tha  southeastern  and  of 
her  patrol  lvne  and  reversed  oourse  to  061°(T),  8ho  eooplotod  this  log 
of  her  patrol  at  0u40,  uhsn  she  reversed  oourse  to  281°(T),  At  about 
0068  she  mi  sighted  by  the  CBOKAI  bearing  162°(T)  distant  8700  yards. 
However,  tha  BLOB  1 return  did  not.  sight  tho  uhiah  uas  dosing 

her  rapidly.  At  0110  tho  BUJB  enee  again  reversed  course  to  OSlo(T) • 
Becr-en  0106  and  0120  her  average  distance  froa  tha  080KAI  uas  18,000 
yards,  Tha  fifth  ship  in  tha  Japansss  aolusn,  tha  FOBOTAXA,  vhieh  passed 
through  the  CCOKAl'a  uako  about  six  minutes  later  than  tha  CBDIAI,  ob- 
tained Mourate  bearings  on  tha  BLOB  at  OKI  and  at  0186,  At  these  times. 
Diagram  *B”  shoes  that  tha  BLOB  and  FUSUTAiA  uara  11,000  yards  apart. 

During  this  tine,  tha  BLUI  and  tha  teo-masted  eahoonar  uare  operating 
fairly  eleaa  to  eaoh  other  - about  9000  yards  - bet  tha  BLOB  failed  to  sea 
bar  either.  The  sehesner  uas  beyond  tha  radius  of  visibility  uhiah  tha 
BLUB  observers  reported  as  8000  yards,  but  it  is  not  olaar  utty  tha  BUS 


* Latter  Aupist  17th,  1B42,  from  OnSnEDag  officer,  BL05  to  Off  "W,’ 
Concerning  Supple— ntal  Information  to  Action  Keport  Blue  (Serial 
081,  August  12th,  1942),  Serial  086,  August  17th,  1942. 


failed  to  locate  the  lohoonar  by  radar*  The  BLCB's  radar  naa  operative* 
a a la  shows  by  tho  fact  that  about  one-half  hour  oarllor  It  had  datootod 
oao  of  tho  Japaaoao  orulaor  plaaoa  flying  ovar  Soto  Island*  However*  oho 
did  not  make  thla  aircraft  detection  until  aha  had  boon  alortod  by  tho 
RALPH  TALBOT*  a broadoaatod  naming*  Hhcther  thla  fall  urn  to  nako  radar 
oontaota  naa  duo*  (a)  to  tho  iatorforonoo  of  tho  land  aaaaoa  n oar  by  (Sara 
I a land  aad  Guadalcanal)*  (b)  to  lnexpcrleaoo  or  Inattention  on  tho  part  of 
tho  radar  operators*  dw  noro  probably  vary  fat 1 good  aftor  aororal  days 
of  iatoaao  concentration*  or  (e)  to  the  a lap  la  fact  that  tho  BLUI'a  aolo 
a oar  ah  radar  naa  more  offootlvo  against  aircraft  targets  than  against 
surface  targets  oaanot  be  dote  ruined*  Suffice  It  to  say  that  tho  BLUB' a 
radar  au  highly  taeffeotlTC* 

At  0192  tho  BLOB  naa  oa  course  061® (T),  speed  twin  knots  and  vac 
boaring  27S®(T)  distant  nine  alios  froa  the  o enter  of  Save  island* 

(b)  QPBBATIOBS  OF  CHICAGO  (HtDOP 

At  0000  tha  CHICAGO  Group  oonposod  of  tha  CABBSBRA*  CHICAGO,,  FAJTKBSOH 
aad  lAffllT  naa  patrolling  south  of  tho  lino  128®(T)  froa  tho  o aster  of 
faro  Island  on  oourao  SOf®(?)  at  a speed  of  twelve  haste*  Tho  CAB  BURBA 
naa  1 rad  lag  tho  cruiser  a In  eolmaa*  Tho  PATTKR80B  naa  2000  yards  on  tho 
port  bon  (duo  neat)  of  tho  C4HBR8A  - tho  BAGLZT  naa  2000  yards  an  tho 
starboard  bow  (duo  north  of  tho  GAVBBBBA)*  At  0016  tho  CHICAGO  Group  re- 
versed course  by  eeluaa  aaviawt  to  130®(?)*  At  about  0100*  ■Aon  Lungs 
Point  naa  bearing  180* (T)  distant  five  alls a,  oourao  nas  rover aed  a gala 
by  solum  norewant  to  806®  (T). 

txeept  for  tho  ropert  of  tha  GABBDBA  that  aho  hoard  one  of  tho 
Japanese  planes  overhead  at  intervals*  no  oontaota  were  nado* 

All  American  ships  noro  la  Jnerloaa  Condition  of  Roadlmeaa  TWO*  Tho 
CABBBBBA  naa  In  British  Condition  of  Boadlnoaa  TVO*  to  bo  discussed  later* 

At  01S2  tho  CHICAGO  Group  naa  on  oourao  80G®(T)  speed  twelve  knots 
and  naa  bearing  140*  (?)  distant  a lavas  wad  tns-twaths  nlloa  froa  tho  cen- 
ter of  Save  Island* 

(*)  OPBBATIOB8  OF  TI10BI»  QBOOP 

At  0000  the  flicnns  Group,  oa  posed  of  tho  TIKBDR8,  QIHK?  and 
ASTORIA  In  ooluna  In  that  order  and  screened  by  the  HKJI  1800  yards  on  tha 
port  bon  of  the  TIBCMM  and  by  tha  BILSOI  in  a similar  position  on  tho 
starboard  bow*  naa  patrolling  along  the  perimeter  of  Its  patrol  square  at 
a speed  of  tan  knots*  All  ships  wore  In  Condition  of  Readiness  THO* 

Coarse  naa  being  ehaaged  every  half-hour  an  tho  hour  aad  half-hour*  At 
nldslght*  at  tho  western  corner  of  tho  patrol  square*  tho  THCBS9B  Group 
changed  course  from  S18®(?)  to  045® (T)*  It  oantlnoed  on  this  log  until 
0080*  Aon  It  chan  god  oourao  to  136® (T)*  Valle  on  this  log*  Conannder 
mcaran  Group  detenalaed  that  hie  group  nas  being  sot  to  tho  southeast* 
so  ha  decided  to  change  source  at  ten  minutes  before  and  twenty  minutes 
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after  the  hour  to  regain  oorraot  patrol  station. 

la  a oonsequanoe  of  this  decision,  he  ohaaged  tho  ooura#  of  tha 
mCBniaS  Oroup  at  0060  rathar  than  at  0100  from  1S6°(T)  to  225®(T)i 
aftar  which,  ha  returned  to  his  anargmay  cabin.  Ee  plamad  to  aaka  tho 
next  ohange  at  0120*  However,  ha  did  tat  aaka  this  change,  for  it  appears 
that  additional  e hooking  by  the  Kxeoutlve  Offioer,  who  had  relieved  him 
as  Primary  Ship  Control,  iadieated  that  the  VTVCBXXtS  Oroup  had  basn  sat 
to  the  eastward*  The  plot  showed  that  the  V1XCHXBS  Oroup  would  have  to 
remain  on  oourse  22S°(T)  for  some  twenty  additional  minutes  or  until 
01  to*  in  order  to  regain  the  planned  position  in  the  square  for  that  hour. 

It  0182,  the  VlhCSKfES  Oroup  waa  an  sourss  228°(T),  spsod  ten  knots 
and  was  hearing  094° (T)  distant  18,400  yards  from  tho  eontor  of  8avo 
Island. 

(d)  0PKRATICH8  OF  RALPH  TALBOT 

Tho  SALFB  TALBOT  was  patrolling  her  radar  and  antl-sutaaarlna  patrol 
line.**  She  was  in  American  Condition  of  Soadiness  TWO.  At  0000  she  waa 
on  oourse  262°(T)  at  twelve  knots  and  waa  in  position  bearing  015° (T) 
distant  sovan  miles  from  tho  o enter  of  Save  island.  At  about  0016  she 
reached  tho  western  end  of  her  patrol  line  and  reversed  oourse  to  072°(T). 
She  oontinued  an  this  petrol  until  about  C046  whan  she  reversed  oourse 
again  to  262°(T).  At  0120  she  again  reached  tho  western  and  of  her  patrol 
line  and  reversed  oourse  to  072O(t)  . At  this  mcawnt  she  was  at  bar  near- 
ost  point  - 18,000  yards  - to  the  Japanese  Cruiser  Poroe  whleh  had 
ooemnoed  its  "rush  in"  on  oourse  180°(T).  Actually  this  rang#  of  15,000 
yards  was  on  the  destroyer  TCSAGI,  the  last  > .ip  in  tho  J spams  so  fonsatioa. 
V either  the  RALPH  TALBOT  nor  tho  T01A0I  sighted  oaoh  other  nor  did  the 
Japanese  oruisers  sight  the  RALPH  TALBOT. 

At  0152  the  BAUV  TALBOT  was  on  oourse  072°(T)  speed  twelve  knots 
and  was  bearing  014* (T)  distant  16,000  yards  from  the  oentar  of  Save 
Island. 

(a)  0PHRATICH8  OP  8AH  JIMS  (HPUP  (TO  62.4) 

At  midnight,  the  8A1  JOAV  Oroup,  consisting  of  the  oroiser  SAX  JUAS 
end  E.k.A.B.  HOBART  600  yards  bah  lad  her  la  oolusn*  ssresnod  by  the  das- 
troysrs  BUCHIRAV  sad  X0K88BI  ce  anti-subeerino  stations  «n  the  starboard 


♦ Letter,  August  iVth,  1TO  free  tedr.  J.R.  Topper  lfff*~  luparelaory 
Offioar-of-the-Daak  ASTORIA*  to  Coaannding  Off!  oar  oonoemlng 
Action  Morning,  August  9th,  1942,  page  2. 
a*  Action  Report  RALPH  TALBOT,  Preliminary  Report  of  Aetice,  An past  8th- 
Oth,  1942,  Serial  A16-5/dD890/03,  Aaguet  11th,  1942, 
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and  pert  bows  res  poet  ively,  o t tbs  SAB  JUAB,  were  petrolling  on  e line 
naming  due  north- south  end  e wile  or  so  to  the  eeet  of  the  1 ini  ting  line, 
the  aoridien  160°-04'B»,  longitude,  at  speed  fifteen  knots** 

The  general  surface  risibility  to  the  eastward,  through  the  seei- 
oirele  fro*  north  to  south,  was  one  nil*  and  the  risibility  in  the 
westward  senieirel*  though  wry  poor  was  sons what  better,  increasing  to 
three  ail****  This  group  passed  through  no  rain  squalls  after  0000, 

August  9th,  although  nany  squalls  occurred  in  close  proximity  and  the 
elouds  in  the  area  remained  low.* 

Bo  slgnifioant  event  disturbed  the  routine  nature  of  the  patrol  of 
the  SAB  JUAB  Group  between  0000  end  0182*  At  this  latter  tine,  this 
Group  waa  near  the  southern  end  of  its  patrol  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
serose  around  Transport  Area  XRAT* 


• Appendix  Is  to  C*TG  62*4  keport  of  first  Hattie  of  8a vo  Island  August 

9th- 9th,  1942,  Letter  fron  B.M.A.3.  HOBART  to  CTO  d2*6,  August  19th, 

1942,  "narrative  of  Bight  ef  August  9th- 9th,  1942*" 


CHAPTER  XI 


OPERATIONS  OF  JAPANESE  CRUISER  FORCE 
0132  August  9th  to  0150  August  9th 
(*)  ACTION  WITH  THE  CHICAGO  GROUP 

At  0132,  Comaandsr  Cruiser  Force  in  the  CHCKAI  ooamenced  his  run  in 
on  course  095°(T)  end,  at  about  0133,  he  signalled  the  order t "All  ships 
ettaok!"*  At  about  0134  he  sighted  an  Allied  destroyer  at  a range  of 
about  3000  yards  on  his  port  hand  bearing  76°  to  left  of  base  course  or 
019°(T),  end  moving  slowly  on  an  opposite  oourse.**  One  minute  later,  at 
0136,  both  the  ACBA  and  KAKO  sighted  this  destroyer,***  which  was  the 
damaged  American  destroyer  JARVIS  on  route  to  an  Australian  port  for  re- 
pairs, At  this  time  the  JARVIS  seams  to  have  bean  on  course  270°(T), 
which  oourse  took  her  3000  yards  south  of  the  southern  tip  of  Savo  Island. 
The  Japanese  Cruiser  Foroe  trained  its  guns  on  the  JARVIS,  but  withheld 
fir.e«***  Presumably,  the  Japanese  doctrine  was  not  to  open  fire  until  the 
flagship  had  done  so.  Commander  Cruiser  Force,  mindful  of  the  faot  that 
naither  of  the  previous  two  destroyers  had  opened  fire,  apparently  de- 
cided to  oontlnue  hia  basic  plan  which  was  to  withhold  gunfire  until  after 
he  had  fired  torpedoes  at  the  southern  force,****  He  must  have  been  sur- 
prised that  ha  had  not  been  fired  on,  as  yet,  by  any  one  of  the  three 
destroyers  sighted.  This  was  especially  significant  in  the  oase  of  the 
JARVIS  whioh  was  not  only  plainly  visible  but  was  well  within  easy  gun 
and  torpedo  range.  It  is  probable  that  he  did  not  know  that  the  JARVIS 
was  a disabled  destroyer. 

It  would  bo  of  interest,  therefore,  to  know  why  Ccssnander  Cruiser 
Foroe  did  not  chsnge  his  plan  in  view  of  the  close  prosence  of  the  JARVIS 
for  he  knew  that  she  was  snsmy.  He  felt  it  was  nighly  probable  that,  even 
if  the  other  Allied  destroyers  had  not  repo,'tad  his  presence,  this  one 
would  do  so.*****  He  also  felt  that  as  this  destroyer  did  not  either  open 
fire  or  attempt  to  escape,  she  might  be  leading  him  into  an  ambush,***** 
Therefore,  the  maintenance  of  seoreoy,  by  not  firing  his  guns,  was  of 
doubtful  importanoe  since  surprise  was  probably  now  lost.  Finally,  of 
oourse  he  knew  that  a destroyer  has  suoh  a concentration  of  destructive 
power  as  to  make  it  highly  dangerous  for  the  ships  of  his  eruiser  force  to 


* Reoords  36BCCT  18,  August  8th,  1942,  W)C  ftoouaent  160984. 

**  Her  Diary  8th  Fleet  August  7th-10th,  1942;  CIQ  Document  74653, 
May  12th,  1947, 

***  Mar  Diary,  KAKO,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  3o lasso ns  Sea  Battle,  WDC 
Document  160143, 


****  8th  Pleet  Signsl  Order  Ho,  26  in  Records  CRUDIV  18,  TOC  Doouaent 
160984,  August  8th,  1942, 

*****  TJ88BS  As  Campaigns  of  the  Paoifio  War,  Battle  of  Savo  Island,  page 
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pass  within  dose  gun  and  torpedo  range  of  one  of  then  without  taking  any 
offensive  aotion  whatsoever,  Wliatever  nay  have  been  hie  no  tire  a,  it  mo 
happened  that  he  gueaaed  oorrootly,  for  the  JARVIS  failed  to  report  tn* 
preaenoe  of  the  Japaneae  ships,  apparently  aa  a result  of  ooomunioation 
difficulties.  Commander  Cruiser  Foroe  thereby  continued  to  retain  the 
factor  of  surprise. 

At  0156,  Coactander  Cruiser  Foroe  sighted  the  gahoKRRA  and  CHICAGO  in 
ooluan  on  bearing  120°{T)*  distant  12,500  yards.  He  then  changed  course 
to  that  bearing  in  order  to  close  the  eneuy.  In  the  resultant  relative 
movement,  the  CHOKAI  and  the  CHICAGO  Oroup  closed  one  another  alnost  head 
on  at  a relative  speed  of  about  thirty-six  knots.  At  this  tine  the  CHOKAI 
had  still  not  been  sighted  by  the  CHICAGO  Group.  Commander  Cruiser  Foroe 
then  gave  the  order  "Independent  firing!"  Front  this  tine  onward  the  Jap- 
anese Cruiser  Foroe  while  Maintaining  a speed  of  twenty-six  knots,  was 
strung  out  in  a loose  column  generally  following  the  CHOKAI,  but  actually 
prooeeding  independently  by  divisions  and  firing  independently  by  ships. 
Because  of  the  weather  conditions  existing  at  the  tine  - night  and  varying 
visibility  - and  because  of  the  distance  of  about  1500  yards  between  shipa 
in  ooluan,  it  was  next  to  isqpossible  to  maintain  oorreot  station-keeping  in 
fornation.  Commander  Cruiser  Force  had  taken  cognisance  of  this  situation 
as  shown  by  his  signals.  He  was  fully  aware  that  in  a night  attaok,  ma- 
neuvering the  cruiser  foroe  and  controlling  the  target  designation  and  fire 
distribution  of  the  foroe  froa  the  flegship  was  Most  difficult.  Hs  also 
was  fully  aware  of  the  feot  that  In  a surprise  attaok,  targets  of  op- 
portunity might  present  themselves  to  the  individual  ships  of  hia  oesannd. 

At  0157,  the  CHOKAI  sighted  s oruijer  bearing  060°(T).*  This  appears 
froa  Diagram  aF”,  to  have  been  the  VIMCSwbS  which  was  leading  the  7IB- 
CBMHE8  Group  in  ooluan  formation  on  course  225°(T),  and  was  heading  towards 
the  CHOKAI,  Th$  VINCENNES  et  this  tine  was  approximately  18,000  yards 
away.  This  is  the  greatest  distance  at  whioh  a visual  sighting  was  re- 
ported during  the  aotion.  It  is  not  dear  what  oonditions  existed  et  the 
time  of  this  sighting,  but  it  is  possibls  that  the  YIHCKNHES  may  have  been 
silhouetted,  or  even  have  been  momentarily  illuminated,  by  the  fires  st 
Tulagi  or  by  lightning*  This  sighting  may  have  been  facilitated  by  addi- 
tional asssagas  froa  the  oruiaer  planes,  whioh  reported  the  presence  of 
oruisers  eest  of  Savo  Island,**  Ob  the  other  hand,  beoause  of  the  above 
information,  the  sighting  may  have  been  imagined.  Even  so,  the  bearing 
appeara  to  have  been  oorreot. 


~*  War  Wary  8tk  Vloet,  August  Vth-ldth,  1942,  (ifG  Document  Hay 

12th,  1VM7. 

**  US3B8  Interrogation  lav.  Vo.  85,  Vol.  II,  Interrogation  of  Japanese 
offioiala.  Interrogation  of  Captain  Kenkiohl  Kato,  IJV,  page  361, 


At  0138,  when  at  a range  cf  10,000  yard*  from  tha  CANBERRA,  the 
CK0XAI  fired  four  port  torpedoes  at  the  CANBERRA  and  CHICAGO,*  Five 
minutes  later,  or  at  0143,  the  CANBERRA  noted  two  torpedoes  on  either  aide 
of  her,  coming  fro^a  about  345°  relative  and  passing  down  the  column  on 
roughly  opposite  courses,**  The  torpedoes  appear  to  have  been  fired 
"curved  fire  ahead",  to  have  run  at  a speed  of  about  forty-five  knots,  and 
to  have  run  true.  It  is  not  dear  why  the  CHOKAI  fired  torpedoes  at  this 
time  for  the  CANBERRA  and  CHICAGO  were  in  the  best  possible  position  to 
avoid  torpedoes  from  ahead  and  offered  the  smallest  possible  target. 

Perhaps  Commander  Cruiser  Force,  soeptical  lest  he  had  been  reported 
by  the  Allied  ships,  expeoted  then  to  change  course  by  column  movement 
within  the  next  several  minutes  in  order  to  attempt  to  cross  his  "Tee"  or 
at  least  to  unmask  their  batteries.  In  such  case,  they  might  turn  inti 
his  torpedoes.  Perhaps  he  wished  to  obtain  what  benefit  he  could  from 
his  port  torpedoes.  He  might  not  be  able  to  fire  them  once  he  had  chai  god 
course  to  port  as  he  had  apparently  already  planned  to  do.  Aa  it  waa,  the 
CHOKAI  torpedoes  all  missed. 

CRUDIV  SIX  followed,  in  general,  tha  movements  of  the  CHOKAI  although 
it  did  not  follow  in  the  same  water.  At  0139,  C0UCKUDIV  SIX  in  the  A0BA, 
which  at  the  time  appears  to  have  bean  on  oourse  110° (T)  rather  than  the 
120°(T)  being  steered  by  the  CHOKAI,  sighted  another  destroyer  four  de- 
grees on  his  starboard  bow  on  opposite  oourse  at  a "great  distance".*** 

This  destroyer  was  the  SAGLEY  which,  at  the  time,  was  9500  yards  away. 

At  0140,  COMCKODTV  SIX  sighted  three  ships  thought  to  be  one  battleship 
and  two  heavy  cruisers  but  which  were  later  identified  aa  LONDON  olass 
cruisers  bearing  a few  degrees  on  the  starboard  bow  of  the  AOBA***  at  a 
range  of  about  9,000  yards.  These  ships  were  the  CHICAGO  Group. 

At  about  the  asms  ti ms,  when  the  CHOKAI  had  closed  the  range  to  about 
7,500  yards  and  her  torpedoes  were  about  half  way  to  their  target.  Com- 
mander Cruiser  Foroe  reported  sighting  four  ships  on  a mean  bearing  of 
120°(T).*  This  sighting  was  aoourate,  as  these  four  ships  composed  the 
CHICAGO  Group.  Actually  the  PATTERSON  bore  130°(T)  distant  6,500  yards, 
and  was  so  reported  by  the  CHOKAI  at  0140&.* 

At  0140  the  CHOKAI  changed  course  to  090°(T).***«  She  made  this  change 


EiVryTO'  Tle'eT  EgusE 
12th,  1947. 

**  Report  of  Executive  Officer,  CANBERRA  to  CTF  44  (CTG  62.6)  . onoeraing 


Loss  of  CANBERRA,  August  12th,  1942. 

***  CRUDIV  3 Detailed  Battle  Report  No.  8,  Solomons  Naval  Action,  August 
7th-10th,  1942,  CIG  Dooument  86927,  June  27th,  1947. 

****  Track  Chart  No,  2 Annexed  to  CRUDIV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  No.  8, 
Solcaaons  Naval  Action,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  CIG  Dooument  86927, 
June  27th,  1947. 
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apparently  to  oross  the  "Tee"  and,  at  the  ease  time,  to  unoover  the  CHOlCAI's 
battery  aa  well  aa  to  uaaaak  thoee  of  the  ahlpa  following  aatern.  Com- 
mander Cruiser  Poroe  appears  to  have  ohoaen  thia  eaaterly  course,  rather 
than  one  more  to  the  northeast,  because  he  wished  to  continue  to  oloce  the 
CHICAGO  Croup  at  a rapid  rate.  Thia  change  of  course  is  considered  sound. 

It  not  only  improved  the  relative  position  of  the  cruiser  force  and  siade 
it  possible  for  each  ship  to  deliver  its  maximum  fire  against  the  CHICAGO 
Group,  thus  hastening  the  destruction  of  that  group}  but  it  also  - and 
this  should  have  been  the  vital  aoooaplishnent  - assisted  in  clearing  the 
way  to  the  transports. 

At  this  same  time,  the  YUHAGI,  which  was  the  last  ship  in  the  Japan- 
ese column  sighted  the  JARVIS  about  5000  yards  on  h»r  port  hand  on  roughly 
opposite  course,  proceeding  to  the  westward  and  trying  to  escape.*  The 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  YUHAGI  decided,  inasmuch  as  he  was  far  removed 
from  the  main  force,  to  attack  the  JARVIS  rather  than  to  continue  on  with 
the  cruisers.*  He  made  this  deoision  without  referring  the  matter  to 
C oswian der  Cruiser  Force.  His  deoision  doss  not  appear  to  have  been  eor- 
reot,  for  his  objective  was  the  destruction  of  the  Allied  transports  end 
cargo  ships  at  Guadalcanal . He  was  only  concerned  with  those  Allied  com- 
batant ships  - those  targets  of  opportunity  •»  which  interfered  with  his 
eooompiishawnt  of  that  objective. 

It  is  only  fair  to  digress  sufficiently  to  point  out  here  that,  in 
interrogations  three  years  later.  Commander  Cruiser  Force's  Chief  of  Staff 
stated  thatt  "The  YUHAGI  had  remained  outside  of  Savo  to  sot  as  a picket 
and  to  engage  Allied  destroyers  if  they  attempted  to  follow  the  cruiser 
force  in”.**  COUCRUDIV  BIGHTKKQf  stated  in  a similar  interrogation  that* 

"One  of  our  destroyers  ( there  was  only  one)  left  the  formation  and  re- 
mained outside  of  Savo.  I think  it  was  assigned  an  Allied  destroyer  ss  a 
target."***  Both  of  these  statements  seem  improbable  on  analysis,  since 
there  is  no  record  of  this  assignment  in  Commander  Cruiser  Force's  War 
Diary  nor  did  Commander  Cruiser  Force  realise  at  0145  that  the  destroyer 
which  he  saw  leaving  the  formation  was  the  YUHAGI.****  Does  it  not  sesm 
reasonable  to  assume  that  Commander  Cruiser  Foroe,  his  Chief  of  Staff,  and 
CGMCRUDIV  SIGHTHBH  would  have  known  of  the  expected  aotivities  of  the 


* Records  cfilUDlV  lfl,  August  8th,  1$42,  VTSowmSC  IRS9IT  Also  tilery 
Bn sign  Hakamura,  IJ1,  Chapt.  I,  2( J) , page  54. 

**  US3B8  Interrogation  Hav.  Ho.  109,  Vol.  II,  Interrogation  of  Japanese 
Offioials,  Interrogation  of  Captain  Toshikasu  Otmas,  IJH,  page  472. 
•**  U38BS  Interrogation  Hav.  Ho,  61,  Interrogation  of  Japanese  Offioials, 
Interrogation  of  Rear  Adhairal  M.  Matsuyama,  IJH,  page  255,  Vol.  I. 

War  Diary  8th  Fleet,  August  7th- 10th,  1942,  GIG  Document  74555,  May 
12th,  1947. 


**** 


Yunagi  at  this  tins,  and  yst  thei.  later  testimonies  disagree?  How  can 
these  later  opinions  expressed  above,  concerning  the  YUNAGI' s assignment 
outside  of  Savo,  be  reconciled  with  the  documents  of  the  aotivitios  of  the 
YONAGI  found  in  Ensign  Nakamura's  Diary,  which  aocount  seems  to  have  been 
the  Japanese  Navy  Department's  approved  version  and  which  makes  no  mention 
of  pickets  at  all?* 

Returning  now  to  the  action,  the  CHOXAI  commenced  firing  with  her  8- 
inch  battery  at  about  0143.  She  did  not  employ  her  secondary  battery  at 
this  time.  The  accuracy  of  her  gunfire  was  facilitated  by  thd  fact  that, 
just  prior  to  this  time,  one  of  the  Japanese  cruiser  planes  dropped  il- 
luminating flares  over  the  Allied  shipping  in  Transport  Area  XRAY  off  Guad- 
alcanal Beach.  These  flares  silhouetted  the  CHICAGO  Group  and  made  it  an 
excellent  target**  for  all  the  Japanese  ships*  Allied  reports  show  that 
the  first  flare  was  sighted  at  about  0143  and  that,  by  about  0145*  at  least 
four  flares  had  been  dropped.  Technical  Japanese  data  shows  that  a Japanese 
parachute  flare  in  1942  burned  about  four  minutes.***  The  Japanese  dropped 
flares  at  intervals  thereafter  until  about  0225.****  Their  gunfire  was 
impressive,  for  the  CANBERRA  was  first  hit  between  0144  and  0145,  and  by 
0148  - approximately  three  or  four  minutes  leter  - she  had  been  hit  with  at 
least  twenty-four  shells.***** 

Also  about  0143  the  FURUTAXA,  which  was  the  fifth  ship  in  column  and* 
therefore,  in  position  roughly  5200  yards  behind  the  CHOKAI,  sighted  the 
CANBERRA  and  CHICAGO  at  a range  of  about  9*000  yards.  She  immediately  com- 
menced firing  her  guns  and  launched  her  four  port  torpedoes.  She  made  no 
torpedo  hits.  One  or  more  torpedoes  passed  under  the  CHICAGO  about  four 
minutes  later******  - or  at  0147  - and  appear  to  have  been  the  FURUTAKA's. 

It  is  not  known  how  many  salvos  were  fired  by  the  FUKUTAKA  or  at  which 
Allied  cruiser,  but*  at  about  0144,  she  commence) d Slaving  serious  steering 


* Diary  Ensign  Nakamura,  IJN,  Chapt.  I,  Z(J),  page  S4.~~ 

**  CRUDIV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  No.  8,  Solomons  Naval  Action,  August 
7th-10th,  1942.  CIO  Document  86927,  June  27th,  1947. 

***  Handbook  of  Japanese  Naval  Explosive  Ordnance  OpNav  30-311  August 
15th*  1945,  Navy  Airoraft  Parachute  Flares,  page  252,  August  9th* 
1942. 

****  War  Diary  CTF  62,  August  9th,  1942  and  Letter  August  15th,  1942  from 
Commanding  Officer  HUA3  HOBART  to  CTG  62.6,  "Narrative  of  Night  of 
August  8th- 9th,  1942”,  Appendix  18  to  CTG  62.6  Report  of  First 
Battle  of  Savo  Island,  August  8th-9th,  1942. 

*****  Reports  of  Coeaaander  J.A.  Welsh,  Executive  Officer,  CANBERRA,  August 
12th,  1942  to  CTF  44  (CTG  62,8)  and  of  Lieut.  Coodr.  E.J.D.  Wight, 
RAN,  Principal  Control  Offioer,  CANBERRA  August  12th,  1942  to  CTF  44 
(CTG  62.6)  ooncerning  Loss  of  CANBERRA,  Night  August  6th-9th,  1942. 

******  Action  Report  CHICAGO,  concerning  Action  Against  Enemy  Forces  August 
9th,  1942,  GUadaloanal-TUlagi  Area,  Serial  099,  August  13th,  1942. 
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difficult  1*0,  which  were  cooaolonsd  b/  the  effect  of  her  owe  gunfiring  on 
her  steering  neohcnime**  (See  Plat*  Y) 


i 


{ 


At  0144,  Cmnender  Cruiser  Foroe  in  the  CHOKAI  »u  Making  a radical 
ohango  to  the  north,  aithar  to  engage  the  VIICBOnsS  Group  or  to  attack  the 
Allied  shipping  at  Talagl*  Ha  settled  on  the  new  oourae  of  050°(T)  two 
Minutes  later***  Students  of  naval  warfare  will  ponder  over  his  reasons 
for  heading  in  that  direotion  rather  than  towards  Gkiedaloaanl  Bern  oh.  For 
his  objective,  self-assipied  it  is  true  but  nevertheless  the  objeotive  whioh 
he  had  issued  to  his  ocsenand,  was  the  destruction  of  the  transports  and  oargo 
ships*  He  had  heavily  damaged  ths  principal  ships  whioh  were  between  his 
on  forces  and  the  transports  and  oargo  ships  off  (Xiadalcanel,  and  had  t burs- 
ty cleared  the  way  to  those  targets*  Should  not  his  next  wove  have  been  to 
alofe  the  transport  area  XRAT  immediately  and  destroy  as  many  of  these  ships 
as  poasiblat  Ha  did  not  do  this  but  headed  towards  other  targets*  By  his 
decision*  whioh  was  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  the  Comaanding  Of  floor, 
TOTAGI,  he  lost  an  opportunity  to  convert  a tactical  success  into  a strate- 
gical victory  whioh  oould  have  been  of  enormous  consequence  to  the  Japanese 
cause* 


About  this  tins  ths  AC BA,  which  had  cloned  to  a range  of  approximately 
4200  yards  on  the  CAHBKRRA,  opened  fire  with  her  8- inch  battery  end,  in  addi- 
tion, fired  three  torpedoes  frost  her  starboard  torpedo  battery  at  that  ship* 
Although  she  thought  that  she  had  nado  three  hits  cn  the  CAHBKRRA****  it 
sweat  probable  that  all  torpedoes  nleaed* 

At  about  0144,  OGMCRUDIV  KIGHTBSR,  with  the  TBfRYU  and  TORAEl,  also 
nhasgsd  nnnrss  the  northeast  to  OAO°(T)  and  away  frees  the  CHICAGO  Group** 
(Flat#  71) 


It  is  not  possible  to  determine  why  ha  aads  this  ohengs  of  course 
rather  than  to  havo  followed  ths  novwaents  of  CCMCR0DIY  SIX*  CCMCHDDIV 
BXGHTKBR  stated  that  the  plan  for  the  commend  was  to  break  up  into  an 
inner  and  outer  group  after  passing  around  Savo  Island  and  that  CRtJDTV 
BIGHT HOf,  plus  possibly  the  TO1AGI,  was  to  oamnose  the  inner  group***** 


— • ysssfsrmm  is,  'Kssr  iws,  THTBSuSSFrawn  * * 

**  Mar  Diary  8th  Fleet,  August  Tth-lOtk,  1942,  CIG  Document  74653,  May 
12th,  1947* 

**•  Action  Reports  from  Tabular  Records  of  Japanese  Cruisers  WDC  Docu- 
ments 160629  and  161407.  Also,  from  T.-nok  Chart  #2  Annexed  to  CHDDSY 
6 Detailed  Battle  Report  fd,  Solomons  I aval  Aotlon,  August  7th- 10th, 
1942,  CIO  Document  86927,  June  27th,  1947* 

*•**  U38B8  Interrogation  lav.  Ho*  61,  Yol.  I,  Interrogation  of  Japanase 

offioiels,  Interrogation  of  **ar  Admiral  M*  Matsuyama,  IJV,  page  256* 
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This  seems  doubtful  for  such  a plan  would  have  been  in  direct  opposition 
to  Commander  Cruiser  Force's  basic  plan  which  directed  the  destruction  of 
the  transports  and  cargo  ships.  According  to  COMCRUDIV  EIGHTEEN  the  basic 
plan  was  to  be  accomplished  as  follows:  "CRUDIV  SIX  was  to  attack  the 

transpo.  at  Guadalcanal  while  CRUDIV  EIGHTEEN  was  to  attack  the  Tulagi 
transports."*  It  has  been  suggested  that  the  erratic  movements  of  the 
FURUTAKA  may  have  forced  the  change.  This  also  seems  doubtful,  as  the 
FURUTAKA,  despite  her  steering  troubles,  was  procooding  in  a southeasterly 
direction  and  toward  the  CHICAGO  Group.  It  appears  more  likely  that,  hav- 
ing been  directed  to  operate  independently  and  noting  that  the  heavy 
cruisers  were  about  to  engage  the  Allied  heavy  cruisers,  COMCR'JDIV  EIGHT- 
EEN decided  that  prudence  required  him  to  remove  hiB  light  cruisers  from 
that  phase  of  the  action,  and  so  he  retired  in  a northerly  direction. 
TIhatever  may  have  been  his  reason,  it  appears  unsound.  The  prosence  of 
the  two  light  cruisers  in  the  Japanese  battle  line  would  have  increased 
the  number  of  targets  the  Allies  would  have  had  to  keep  under  fire,  would 
thereby  probably  have  reduced  the  volume  of  fire  directed  at  any  Japanese 
ship,  would  have  increased  the  number  of  torpedoes  available  for  launching, 
and  would  have  increased  the  number  of  intermediate  guns  (ten  5,5  inch) 
that  could  have  been  employed  against  the  CHICAGO  Group. 

At  0145  the  KAKO,  which  was  next  in  column  behind  the  AC3A  sighted 
the  CHICAGO  Group  five  degrees  on  her  starboard  bow  at  a range  of  about 
4,000  yards.** ***  If  this  were  her  first  sighting,  then  cho  had  been  a lit- 
tle slow  in  discovering  the  Allied  ships,  possibly  because  she  was  not 
"closed  up"  in  formation;  or  because  she  was  not  as  alert  as  the  other 
cruisers.  It  is  probable  that  she  first  becar.o  alerted  to  the  presence 
of  the  Allied  ships  when  they  were  illuminated  by  the  airplane  flares. 

Also  at  0145,  Commander  Cruiser  Force  noted  that  a destroyer,  which 
he  did  not  recognise,  bearing  230°(T)  had  reversed  course.4**  This  was 
the  YUUAGI,  which  by  this  time  was  swinging  to  her  new  course  of  about 
270°(T).  She  had  reversed  course  apparently  without  notifying  the  other 
Japanese  ships  of  her  action.  (Plate  VII) 

As  a result  of  the  oasualty  to  the  FURUTAKA  and  the  reversal  of 
course  by  the  YUNAGI,  tie  cruiser  force  now  fell  into  two  groups  to  be 
known  as  the  Eastern  Group  and  the  Western  Group.  The  Eastern  Group  was 
composed  of  the  CHOKAI,  AOBA,  KAKO  and  KINUGASA;  the  Western  Group  was 
composed  of  CRUDIV  EIGHTEEN  and  was  joined  a few  minutes  rater  by  the 
FURUTAKA.  The  YUNAGI  was  operating  by  itself. 


* USSBS  Interrogation  Nav.  No,  6r,  Voi.  I,  Interrogation  of  Japanese 
officials.  Interrogation  of  Rear  \dmiral  II.  Matsuyama,  IJN,  page  255. 

**  War  Diary  KAKO,  Solomons  Sea  Battle,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  WDC 
Document  160143, 

***  War  Diary  8th  Fleet,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  CIG  Doouaent  74633,  May 
12th,  1947. 
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(b)  APPROACH  TO  THE  VIHCEHHF3  GROUP 


Both  of  the  cruiser  groups  were  proceeding  to  the  northward.  The 
Eastern  Group  proceeded  in  a northerly  direction  to  engage  the  VINCENNES 
Group.  The  Western  Group  appears  to  have  paralleled  the  Eastern  Group 
and  was  in  a supporting  position.  It  is  doubti’ul  if  the  Western  Group  was 
informed  as  to  the  plans  of  Commander  Cruiser  Force,  However,  this  was 
soon  cleared  up,  for  at  0146  COMCRUDIV  EIGHTEEN  sighted  the  VINCENNES 
Group  bearing  060° (T)  distant  what  he  thought  was  6,600  yards  but  whioh 
was,  in  fact,  14,800  yards  from  the  TENHYU  (Diagram  "F").  Course  was 
changed  at  014G>:  to  070°(T).*  Apparently  this  sighting  was  made  possible 
by  the  light  of  aircraft  parachute  flares  whioh  were  dropped  at  the  time 
by  one  of  the  two  Japanese  cruiser  planes.  COMCRUDIV  EIGHTEEN  reported 
that  the  glare  of  the  illuminating  flarea  revealed  five  heavy  cruisers. 
Actually  the  number  of  ships  reported  was  correct  but  the  recognition  was 
somewhat  in  error,  possibly  because  of  the  great  range,  as  there  were,  in 
fact,  three  heavy  cruisers  and  two  destroyers  in  the  VINCENNES  Group  on 
bearing  060° (T). 

Slightly  before  0146,  the  KAK0  fired  three  of  her  four  starboard 
torpedoes  at  what  she  thought  was  a battleship  but  whioh  was  the  CHICAGO 
bearing  145°(T),  distant  about  3600  yards.  She  then  changed  course  to 
follow  the  AOBA  which  was  making  an  "S"  ^irn  to  the  northeast.  At  0146 
she  opened  fire  on  the  Allied  ship.  She  also  opened  fire  on  a cruiser  of 
the  KENT  Class,  the  CANBERRA,  employing  both  her  main  and  secondary  bat- 
teries. She  claimed  having  hit  the  CANBERRA  on  her  first  salvo  but  after 
that,  she  discovered  whilo  in  her  turn  the-',  most  of  her  main  battery  guns 
could  not  bear  any  more,  being  up  against  the  stops;  and  oeased  firing.** 
She  also  exaimod  sinking  the  CANBERRA  with  three  torpedo  hits,*** 

Also  at  014S,  the  FURUTAKA  fired  one  starboard  torpedo  at  a destroyer 
bearing  130°(T)  distant  4500  yards.***  This  was  the  PATTERSON.  The 
FURUTAKA  thought  that  she  had  sunk  the  PATTERSON,  but  her  torpedo  had 
missed.  (Plate  VIII  illustrates  the  action  during  this  minuta.) 

The  FURUTAKA *s  position  at  this  time  was  outside  the  wake  ourrent 
(and  no  the  right)  of  the  KINUGASA  and  the  other  ships  of  CHUDIV  SIX, 
which  we^e^ahead  of  her.  Whether  this  offset  position  was  the  result  of 
the  ftNurwUgA-**-  turning  to  the  right  to  fire  her  port  torpedoes  at  0143, 
or  was  incident  to  steering  difficulties  is  not  clear.  But  it  is  clear 
that  the  Commanding  Officer,  FURUTAKA  was  at  this  time  considering  the 


* keoords  cktfDlV  16,  August^th,  1942,  WbC  bocunent  1&096A. 

**  War  Diary  XAKO,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  Solomons  Sea  Battle,  WDC  Docu- 
ment 160143. 

***  Action  Reports  from  Tabular  Records  of  Japanese  Cruisers  WDC  Documents 
160623  and  161407.  Also  from  Track  Chart  No.  2 annexed  to  CRUDIV  6 
Detailed  Battle  Report  No.  8,  Solomons  Naval  Action,  August  7th- 10th, 
1942,  CIG  Document  86927  of  June  27th,  1947. 
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problem  as  to  hov  to  rejoin  in  single  column  behind  thr  KINUGASA,  being 
mindful  of  the  FURUTAKA's  faster  movement  outside  the  wa kc  current.*  To 
oomplicate  matters,  he  found  himself  hended  on  a collision  course  with  the 
CANBERRA  which  had  changed  course  to  the  northward.  He  also  noted  that 
the  CHOKAI  and  the  preceding  cruisers  of  CRUDIV  SIX  were  engaging  enemy- 
vessels  (CHICAGO  Group).  He  thereupon  abandoned  the  idea  of  rejoining  in 
column,  possibly  because  he  did  not  trust  his  steering  gear  in  the  emer- 
gencies of  battle;  and  instead,  attempted  to  turn  to  the  left  and  extri- 
cate himself.*  At  0147^,  he  was  able  to  change  course  to  about  OGO°(T)** 
and  commenced  firing  with  both  main  and  secondary  batteries  at  the  dis- 
abled CANBERRA.***  (Plata  IX) 

At  about  0147  COMCRUDIV  SIX  observed  a heavy  cruiser  sink  as  a re- 
sult of  a torpedo  hit.  This  sinking  occurred  about  2000  yards  broad  on 
the  starboard  beam  of  the  flagship  AOBA.  The  heavy  cruiser  was  the  CHICAGO, 
which  did  not  sink,  but  which  suffered  the  loss  of  a snail  part  of  her  bow 
from  one  torpedo  hit  and  suffered  an  additional  hit  on  her  starboard  side 
amidships  which  did  not  detonate.****  These  two  torpedoes  apparently  cane 
from  the  KAKO. 

Also  at  about  0147,  COMCRUDIV  EIGHTEEN  sighted  a dest-oyer  of  the 
CRAVEN  class  going  in  an  opposite  direction  bearing  about  150°(T)  distant 
6500  yards.  This  was  the  destroyer  PATTERSON  which  was  changing  course  to 
the  westward.  He  immediately  changed  course  to  110°(T),  illuminated  the 
PATTERSON  with  searchlights  and  opened  fire.  By  0150,  he  considered  that 
the  PATTERSON  was  sunk.**  Actually  the  PATTERSON  was  not  sunk,  but  was 
seriously  damaged  on  her  topside  aft.  Why  he  considered  her  sunk  is  not 
explained,  but  it  is  probable  that  PATTERSON’S  change  of  course  to  the 
south  and  then  east  affeoted  his  judgment.  Neither  of  the  Japanese  ships 
suffered  other  than  slight  damage  from  the  PATTERSON* s guns . 

At  0148,  the  CHOKAI  fired  four  starboard  torpedoes  *****  by  what  appears 
to  have  been  "curved  fire  ahead"  at  tho  VINCENNES  which  waa  about  9500 
yarda  away  almost  directly  ahead  of  her.  The  CHOKAI  was  headed  on  course 
050°(f) . (Plate  X) 

At  the  same  time  COMCRUDIV  SIX  sighted  the  VINCENNES  Group  off  the 
starboard  bow  of  the  AOBA  which  was  swinging  northward  following  the 


™ * Interrogation  of  daptain  foshikaxu  Ohnae,  I Jit,  battle  of  8vro  i cl  and 
by  Historical  Branch,  G2  General  Headquarters,  Far  Eastern  Command, 
Tokyo,  August,  1949, 

**  Records  of  CRUDIV  16,  August  8th,  1942,  WDC  Document  160984. 

***  Track  Chart  Vo.  2 Annexed  to  CRUDIV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  No.  8, 
Solomons  Naval  Action,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  CIG  DoousMnt  86927, 

June  27th,  1947, 

****  Summary  of  War  Dmsage  to  Battleahips,  Carriers,  Cruisers  and  Destroyers, 
Bureau  of  Ships,  September  15th,  1945,  page  29» 

*****  War  Diary  8th  Fleet,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  CIG  Doowent  74633,  May 
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movements  of  the  CHOKAI.  The  range  at  this  time  was  12,000  yards,  yet  . 
the  first  two  ships  sighted  were  identified  as  one  ASTORIA-class  and  one 
PORTLAND-olass  oruiser,  and  shortly  thereafter  the  third  cruiser  was  iden- 
tified as  of  the  ASTORIA-class.*  These  identifications  were  remarkably 
correct  when  the  range  and  low  risibility  at  night  are  considered.  Actually 
all  three  oruisers  were  of  the  ASTORIA-class, 

At  0149  or  about  one  minute  after  firing  his  torpedoes.  Commander 
Cruiser  Force  in  the  CHOKAI  changed  course  to  06S°(T).**  It  can  be  seen 
from  Diagram  "J*  that  this  change  of  course  headed  the  CHOKAI  directly 
towards  transport  Area  YOKE  at  Tulagi.  This  heading  brings  up  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  Commander  Cruiser  Force  had  now  given  up  his  first 
objective,  the  transports  and  cargo  ships  off  Guadalcanal,  and  had  de- 
cided to  attack  those  at  Tulagi,  or  whether  he  had  decided  next  to  engage 
tne  VINCENNES  Group.  The  weight  of  evidence  available  seems  to  support 
the  latter  view;  for,  as  will  be  shown  later,  he  made  no  attempt  to  close 
the  transports  and  cargo  ships  at  Tulagi. 

Simultaneously  at  0149,  the  FURUTAKA  which  had  succeeded  in  clearing 
the  CANBERRA  and  in  changing  course  to  000° (T)  in  spite  of  her  steering 
difficulties,  fired  her  remaining  three  starboard  torpedoes  at  that  ship 
at  a range  of  3500  yards.  The  FURUTAKA  claimed  three  hits***  but  it  now 
appears  that  all  torpedoes  missed. 

At  0150,  Commander  Cruiser  Force  observed  the  sinking  of  a KENT-olas* 
cruiser  (evidently  the  CANBERRA)  by  two  torpedo  hits.  Both  the  CHOKAI  and 
the  EAKO  claimed  credit  for  this  sinking.  Actually  the  CANBERRA,  although 
heavily  hit  by  gunfire  did  not  sink  at  this  time,  but  remained  afloat  for 
about  four  and  one-half  hours.  The  CHOKAI  was  only  about  2000  yards  from 
the  CANBERRA  when  one  made  this  observation.  During  this  action,  other 
Japanese  ships  made  similar  claims  of  sinkings;  none  of  which  sinkings,  in 
fact,  ooourred  at  the  times  claimed.  These  discrepancies  show  the  dif- 
ficulty of  making  correct  observations  during  a night  action,  even  with 
well  trained  and  well  equipped  lookouts. 

To  summarize  the  action  from  0132  to  0150,  a total  of  seventeen 
torpedoes  had  been  fired  by  the  CHOKAI,  AOBA,  HAKO  snd  FURUTAKA  at  the 
CANBERRA  and  CHICAGO;  and  one  torpedo  was  fired  by  the  FURUTAKA  at  the 
PATTERSON.  The  Japanese  thought  that  they  had  made  nine  hits  on  the 
oruisers;  and  the  FURUTAKA  thought  that  she  had  sunk  the  PATTERSON  with 
her  single  torpedo.  Actually,  it  is  improbable  that  any  torpedo  hits 


* CRtoitV  d Detailed  battle  Report  Wo,  8,  Solomons  UavaT  Action  August 
7th-10th,  1042,  CIG  Document  86927,  June  27th,  1947. 

**  War  Diary  8th  Fleet,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  CIG  Document  74633,  May 
12th,  1947. 

***  Track  Chart  No.  2 Annexed  to  CRUDIV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  No.  8, 
8olomons  Naval  Action  August  7th-10th,  1942,  CIG  Document  86927,  June 
27th,  1947, 


- 123  - 


/ 

/ 


fe  • - 


wars  made  on  tha  CANBERRA*  This  improbability  was  established  by  a Board 
of  Enquiry  subsequently  held  at  Sidney.*  Two  hits  wore  made  on  the  CHICAGO. 
One  aoooaplished  some  slight  damage;  the  other,  a dud,  accomplished  none. 

No  torpedo  hits  were  made  on  the  PATTERSON. 

During  this  period,  although  several  of  the  Allied  ships  fired  partial 
salvos  from  intermediate  batteries  and  one  destroyer  fired  four  torpedoes, 
only  CRUDIV  EIGHTEEN  reported  having  observed  any  enemy  gun  splashes  and 

none  of  the  cruisers  reported  having  observed  torpedo  tracko.  These  re- 

sults dearly  show  that  the  Allied  ships  were  oaught  by  surprise  and 
fired  both  guns  and  torpedoes  without  having  adequately  solved  their  gun- 
fire and  torpedo  problems. 

,The  0150  positions  of  the  Japanese  ships,  with  relation  to  the  center 
of  Save  Island,  werei 

(a)  EASTERN  GROUP 

The  CHOKAI  was  bearing  130° (T)  distant  13,500  yards. 

The  AOBA  was  bearing  136°(T)  distant  13,000  yards. 

The  IvAKO  was  bearing  140°(T)  distant  13,000  yards. 

The  KINOGASA  was  bearing  147°(T)  distant  13,250  yards. 

(b)  WESTERN  GROUP 

The  FURUTAKA  was  bearing  153°(T)  distant  12,150  yards. 

The  TENRYU  was  bearing  151°(T)  distant  10,900  yards. 

The  YUPARI  was  bearing  156°(T)  distant  10,100  yardB. 

(c)  YUNAGI 

The  YUNAGI  waa  bearing  205°(T)  distant  8,150  yards. 


* rfote  to  Appendix  f ■to  dritisYi  Battle  Nummary  Ho.  2l,  Naval  Operations 
at  the  Landings  in  the  Southern  Solomons,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  dated 
1944. 
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CHAPTER  XII 


OPERATIOES  OF  ALLIED  3CRBWIHQ  GROUP 
0182  August  9th  to  0160  August  9th 


(ft)  ACTIO*  OF  CHICAGO  PRO  HP  WITH  JAPAHB3K  CRUISERS 

At  0182,  tbft  CHICAGO  Group  was  oa  course  306<>(?)  ftt  ftpftftd  twelve 
knots  approaohing  ths  northern  and  of  its  pstrol  lias*  Tho  CHICAGO, 
PATTSRSCH  ftnd  BAGLET  wore  still  in  Anorioan  Condition  of  Readiness  T*0. 
which  neant  thftt  one-half  of  ths  arasmmt  end  *11  the  fir*  control  sad 
ooanualoation  stfttions  were  sufficiently  nsnnsd  end  reedy  for  inesdiftt* 
use.*  The  CAKBSRRA  wss  in  ft  nodi fled  British  Condition  of  Reft dine as 
TED.**  British  Condition  of  Resdiness  TWO  wns  normally  ft  higher  oondition 
of  rsftdinoss  then  its  Aneriosn  counterpart.  It  required  th*t  ell  buttle 
stfttions  be  fully  suurned,  but  pemitted  * certain  proportion  of  the  per- 
sonnel to  rest  ftt  their  bettl*  stfttions,  ftnd  ft  few  of  then  to  leave  their 
statione  to  obtftln  food  end  to  answer  cells  of  nature*  The  American 
Condition  of  Resdiness  OEB  EAST,  employed  later  in  th*  war  sty  have 
evolved  from  this  British  Condition  of  Readiness,  Th*  Modifications  in 
British  Condition  of  Readiness  TWO,  as  employed  by  the  CAEBBRRA,  relaxed 
th*  watch  to  something  a little  more  than  that  on  th*  Amsrioan  ship* 
present,  and  lessened  ths  ability  of  th*  CANBERRA  to  meet  a surprise 
attack.  Half  of  ths  CANBERRA  gun  batteries  - both  6- inch  end  4-lnoh  AA  - 
were  fully  named  and  reedy,  and  the  other  half  were  relaxed  with  the 
orews  sleeping  in  the  vielnity  of  their  battle  quarters*  All  gunnery 
oomnunioations  personnel  w»r*  awake  end  sentries  ware  alert  in  all  shell- 
handling rooms,*** 

Ion*  of  th*  Comnenrilng  Offioers,  with  th*  oxoeptioo  of  th*  PATTKRSOB 
were  awake*  The-  others  wars  asleep  on  th*  bridge  level,  relaxing  frou 
th*  heavy  grind  of  th*  operations  of  ths  preceding  days  preparatory  to 
th*  further  operations  to  be  expsotad  in  the  aornlng*  Ken*  of  them  gave 
adequate  consideration  to  th*  possibility  of  a night  at  teak  by  Japanese 
aurfaoe  forces.  Although  both  OOMBOVfESPAC  and  C1VCPAC  had  broadcast  over 
their  respeotiv*  Fox  eohsdulss  th*  1026  a on  taut  reporu  on  the  Japanese 
forces  off  Bovigainvilla,  it  is  apparent  that  this  report  was  given  no 
more  than  passing  notio*. 


* War  Instruct  Ins,'  tt.S.  Wavy  'ffviii,  Chapter  Vlt,"  para.Hbd,' 

peg*  28* 

**  Report  of  Admiral  Arthur  J.  Htpburo,  USE,  (Rat.)  to  CI1CPAC,  May  18th, 
1948,  on  Infonval  inquiry  into  Cirouastaaoes  Attending;  th*  Loss  of 
th*  VIVCB1NB8,  etc. , on  August  9th,  1942,  page  88* 

***  Report  of  Exaoutlv*  Officer  CANBERRA,  August  12th,  1942,  to  CTF  44 
(CTG  82*6)  concerning  Loss  of  CANBERRA, 


That  weather  conditions  at  this  tin*  war*  smooth  sea,  light  easterly 
vlada,  ae  moon  aad  variable  visibility,  The  Japanese  reported  that  the 
visibility,  a unseated  by  the  illuminating  flares  eas  excel  lent  to  the 
southeast**  On  the  Allied  side,  the  RAQIJT  reported  that  the  risibility 
was  very  lev,  and  the  shy  heavily  overeast  with  intermittent  showers. •• 

The  CHICAQO  reported  eleotrioal  atoms  la  aad  aear  the  area****  The 
CAVBSRRA  reported  the  visibility  as  4000  yards  in  the  olear  weather,  but 
there  were  rain  patches.****  The  visibility  eas  fairly  thiek  in  the 
sector  between  the  BAQLSY  sad  the  FATTESSOi  vhioh  were  rougtly  C400  yards 
apart.  During  the  early  stages  of  the  action,  that  is,  between  0132— 0160, 
neither  of  thee*  aulps  sighted  the  other.**  The  differences  between  the 
Japanese  end  Allied  reports  of  the  weather  conditions  within  the  sane  area 
resulted  from  the  fast  that  the  Japanese  ships  were  on  the  edge  of  a aloud 
bank  vhioh  had  fenced  to  the  southeast  of  Sato  Island  whereas  the  Allied 
ships  were  about  sue  end  one-half  miles  outside  of  the  edge  of  this  cloud 
bonk.  Consequently  the  Allied  ships,  silhouetted  as  they  were  by  flares, 
were  nueh  nor*  distinct  to  the  Japanese  lookouts  than  the  J spares*  ship* 
were  to  the  Allied  lookouts. 

The  weather  conditions  were  not  the  whole  answer,  Aneng  other 
f motors  was  the  Japanese  advantage  in  knowing  what  they  worm  looking  for 
end  the  manifested  superiority  of  their  lookouts,  who  were  well  equipped 
and  trained  for  night  operations,  as  tcspsrsd  with  those  of  the  Allied 
forces.  Poor  visibility  alone  should  have  had  no  offset  on  the  Allied 
radars,  but  it  is  probable  that  the  heavy  aloud  bank  me  ionised  aad  sent 
book  echoes  similar  to  land.  The  visual  sightings  by  ths  Japanese  out- 
distanced the  electronics  detection  of  the  Allies,  It  is  probable  that 
the  failures  of  detection  in  the  CHICAQO  Group  were  due  in  n large  measure 
bo  the  earn  factors  which  affected  ths  BUJK  as  pointed  out  earlier. 

These  were  (a)  the  adverse  offset  that  lend  aasses  had  on  radar  operations 
at  that  early  data,  (b)  the  Inexperience  of  the  personnel  in  war  opera- 
tions, and  (o)  sons  fatigue  of  personnel. 

The  cloud  bank  off  Save  Island  also  interfered  with  the  navigation 
of  the.  Allied  ships,  tnosplas  of  this  are  here  given  by  way  of  illus- 
tration, The  SAQLST  reported  at  0144  that  the  left  tengsat  af  gave 
Island  bore  310^(f  ) distent  one  end  seven-tenths  all****  sb  roes  ‘at  bare 
S1S°  distant  seven  miles.  The  PATTOSGi  reported  at  0146  that  the 


*~TTgHT  I gensa  ro  KporC  ?TToIg5BTStnrgag  Eggs 

Tth-lOth,  1942,  CIO  Document  86927,  Jane  27th,  1947, 

•*  Action  Report  BAOLXT,  light  fegegemeot  August  9th,  1942,  Tulagi- 
quadaloansl  Area,  Serial  016,  August  18th,  1942,' 

•**  Action  Report  CHICAQO,  Consenting  Action  Against  bony  Force* 
August  9th,  1942,  Tulagi-Quadaleenal  Area,  Aerial  099,  August 
18th,  1942, 

****  Report  of  Bxeoutlve  Officer,  CJ0M3R8A,  Augtst  12th,  1942,  to  CTF 
44  (CTO  62*6)  concerning  Loss  ef  CAIHRRA, 
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woetem  and  of  Savo  Island  bora  north  distant  four  nil##**  dw,  in  faot* 
it  tor*  S28°  distant  htsb  and  one-half  miles*  Actually,  thsss  baa  rings 
wars  taken  on  this  cloud  bank  and  not  on  Saro  Island  at  all*  Both  of 
thaas  destroy v rs  reported  the  Japanese  ships  olosa  to  Saro  Island  when 
first  detected*  Diagram  *F"  sbovs  that  at  0144  the  CHOKAI  was  no  nearer 
Saro  Island  than  fire  miles* 

(1)  lotion  by  CANBERRA** 

Khan  the  notion  oommenoed*  the  CANBERRA  was  leading  the  formation 
on  heading  510»(T).  At  0143  her  port  lookout  sighted  a ship  dead  ahead* 
The  bridge  personnel  were  not  able  to  verify  this  o on  tact j so  both  the 
Cosuoanding  Officer  and  lari  gator  ears  1 mediately  o ailed  and  they  arrired 
on  the  bridge  in  a natter  of  seoands*  (See  Plate  7) 

The  CANBERRA  was  soon  alerted  to  a dangerous  situation,  for  at  014S§ 
she  sighted  four  torpedoes  - two  on  either  eide*  passing  roughly  parallel 
to  the  eolum  of  Allied  cruisers  sad  on  opposite  course****  These  four 
torpedoes  had  been  fired  by  the  Japanese  flagship*  CHOKAI  at  0138***** 

The  CANB  ®RA  immediately  went  to  British  Condition  of  Readiness  ONE, 
which  alerted  everyone  in  a manner  equivalent  to  the  American  “General 
Quarters*  • She  then  observed  two  large  destroyers  or  saall  cruisers  on 
the  port  bow  at  a distance  thought  to  be  tsxder  one  mile  by  one  observer*** 
but  8000  yards  by  another.*****  The  armament  was  immediately  trained  an 
these  targets •***  Actually,  at  0143*  the  CHOKAI  was  creasing  the  "Tee* 
of  the  Allied  cruiser  column  at  a range  of  4300  yards  and  CRUDTT  SIX  ms 
earning  in  on  a bows-on  approaoh  to  the  CANBERRA  on  oouree  110° (T ) » 

The  Caamandlng  Officer*  CANBERRA*  without  waiting  for  instruction* 
from  commander  CHICAGO  Group  changed  oouree  to  port  to  bring  hie  star- 
board battery  to  bear*  However*  after  a fen  seconds  he  changed  course  to 
starboard,  increased  speed  to  full  speed*  end  props red  to  fight  a normal 
action  with  his  port-  battery*  Be  appears  to  have  realised  that  his  first 


e Aciion  'Report'  Pif fUtfltitf*  Engagement  with  "Easy  Surfao*  Ships  ligSht 
August  8th- 7th,  1943*  Save-Ouadalosaal-Tulagl  Area,  Serial  001* 

August  13th*  1743. 

•»  The  breakdown  of  the  tactical  oosmnnd  of  the  (H1CAG0  Group  has  node 
it  necessary  hereinafter  to  evaluate  separately  the  oondnet  of  the 
rnaws ruling  Officers  of  the  several  ships  within  that  group*  Eaoh 
of  theso  Commanding  Offioere  either  operated  independently  by  ehoiee* 
or  was  forced  to  de  so  by  the  dssnnds  of  the  situation* 

••*  Report  of  Executive  Officer,  CANVttRA*  August  18th*  1948*  to  CTP  44 
(CTO  63*6)  Concerning  Loos  of  CANBERRA* 

*•**  Bar  Diary,  8th  Fleet*  August  7th-10th*  1942*  CIO  Document  T4333* 

May  13th,  1947. 

*****  Letter  Auguwt  13th*  1943*  from  LCdr*  B.J.D.  Nigh**  RAN*  to  CTO  63.6* 
Concerning  Lose  of  CANBERRA*  Night  August  8th- 7th,  1943* 


ohcngo  of  oours#  would  hare  forood  hit  ship  to  fight  a reran*  action 
which  wight  porwit  tho  Japan***  oruia*rt  to  woro  dirsotly  into  th* 
t rant port  ar**a j and  that  If  ho  wa*  to  proront  thl*(  It  was  n*o*c aery  to 
lntorpoa*  his  anManil  between  th*  transports  and  tho  ensny  cruisers. 

This  oould  boot  bo  aoooaq>lithod  by  a o hangs  of  oourao  to  starboard  and  by 
an  inoroaso  in  speed,  which  ho  executed  at  0146*  (See  Plat*  VI) 

It  is  unfort mat*  that  he  did  not  adriso  his  immediate  superior  in 
eesnmnd  in  tho  CHICAGO  Group,  of  his  oontaots  with  the  enony,  Hhatorwr  way 
haro  boon  th*  reason  for  this  failure,  it  in  no  way  rilimd  hin  of  th* 
responsibility  for  alerting  tho  oosnmnd  to  th*  presence  of  th*  enemy*  Th* 
failure  of  the  CANBERRA,  as  well  as  th*  EAGLET  and  CHICAGO,  to  alert  th* 
ocaaaaad  way  haro  contributed  in  no  snail  degrs*  to  th*  ensuing  destruction 
of  th*  TMOBMEg  Group. 

A*  th*  CANBERRA  swung  to  starboard,  sha  was  hit  by  numerous  Japan*** 
•halls.  This  happened  bsfer*  ah*  oould  got  her  guns  to  bear  on  th* 

Japan***  ships  to  port,  sad  bofor*  Condition  ONE  oould  b*  offootlroly  art. 
Although  tho  Bxeoutire  Officer  stated  that  within  on*  minute  - that  it,  by 
0146  - ah*  had  boon  hit  by  at  least  twwnty-four  shells,*  this  is  not  be- 
llowed to  haw*  boon  feasible.  It  is  sonsidsrsd  nor*  probable  that  sh* 
r*o*lr*d  her  damaging  hita  within  th*  next  four  minute*.  Although  she 
maa  fired  on  by  th*  CH0KAX.  AO  BA  and  fURGTAEA,  she  was  maneuvering 
radically  and  it  is  somrosly  probable  that  hits  in  any  number  war*  wad* 
until  th*  rang*  sea  found  by  spotting  ladders.  Th*  BAGLKT's  report  sub- 
stantiates this  oowjsoturs  by  stating  that  ths  CANBERRA  was  not  hit  until 
about  tho  third  salro  obasrrsd.** 

At  about  0146,  th*  CANBERRA  sighted  a spread  of  torpedo**  approaching 
her.  Those  had  boon  fired  at  about  0144  by  tho  AC  BA.  Th*  Sxooutir* 

Offiser,  CANBERRA  imported  that  th*  CANBERRA  had  boon  hit  b*tw*«n  th* 
boiler  roans  by  an*  or  two  torpedoes.*  This  report  has  been  fowd  to  be 
inoor?  *ct  by  tho  oonelusieme  of  an  Inquiry  subsoqusntly  hold  at  Sidney  by 
th*  Royal  Australian  Nary,  That  Board  founds  "That  aft  or  rory  oaroful 
oxsnlnatlam  of  tho  survivors,  tho  Board  of  Ncqmiry. . . , .oaas*  to  th* 
oonolusion  that  this  wws  improbable  (that  th*r*  w*r*  any  torpedo  hits). 

No  fuel  oil  whatsoever  was  soon  around  tho  ship  after  th*  aotion,  nor  had 
any  eurrivors  *xp*riono*d  th*  sheok  of  an  uadorwater  explosion.  It  was 
assumed  that  th*  list  which  gradually  iaeswasod  from  fir*  degrees  to  thirty 
degress  in  about  fir*  hours,  was  oaustd  by  a shall  going  right  through  the 
ship  and  penetrating  th*  starboard  side  uader  water,"***  Tho  radioal  turn* 
of  ths  CANBERRA  had  sawed  her  from  being  hit  by  th*  AO  BA's  torpedoes,  (See 
Pint#  VII) 

• feeporfc  of  Executive  oMnr,  CANBERRA  August  12th,  t94$,  to  "dPP  ‘44 
(CTO  42,4)  Conoerning  Loss  of  CANBERRA* 

**  Aotion  Report  B AGLET,  Night  Engagement,  August  9th,  1942,  Tulagi-Gumdal- 
oanal  Aren,  Serial  014,  August  16th,  1942, 

*•*  Vote  to  Appendix  T to  British  Battle  Summary  Vo,  21,  Naeal  Operation*  at 
the  Landings  Is  ths  Southern  Solomons,  August  7th- 10th,  1942,  dated 
1944. 
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The  CANBERRA  continued  to  s«^ns  to  starboard  chile  being  bit  by  the 
gunfire  of  the  Japanese  cruisers*  Hmnr,  her  awing  was  never  fully  o oak- 
plated  and  a he  tended  to  straighten  out  on  a northeasterly  oourae.  Battle 
daaage  aoat  probably  waa  the  direot  oauae  of  this  modification  in  the 
change  of  oourae* 

▲t  about  0148,  the  Cm— nding  Officer  waa  no rt ally  wounded,  and  the 
Gunnery  Officer  was  killed*  The  Bate  cut  ire  Offioer  was  notified  that  the 
Captain  was  dom  and  he  assumed  oanaand* 

The  CANBERRA  endeavored  to  return  the  eneay  fire.*  She  stay  have 
euooeeded  in  firing  a few  shott  at  about  0i47**  with  her  port  4- inch 
battery,  but  did  not  euooeed  in  firing  any  torpedoes****  These  shot*  were 
not  well  directed*  loth lag  in  the  available  Japanese  reports  indicates 
that  shell  splashes  or  torpedo  wakes  - 1st  along  hits  - were  observed  at 
this  tine* 

In  eunaurising  tha  notion  between  0144  and  about  0148,  the  CANBERRA 
suffered  heavy  damage,  which  disabled  her  end  rendered  her  alaost  defense* 
less*  Her  damage  in  part  was  as  follower  at  least  four  hits  on  the  4-inoh 
gun  deokj  at  learnt  two  hits  In  the  torpedo  specs j one  hit  on  the  after 
dlreotor  j one  hit  in  the  plotting  rooms  one  hit  between  the  guns  of  ”X" 
turret;  one  hit  on  "A"  turrets  at  least  one  hit  in  each  holler  roan  which 
resulted  in  the  loss  of  all  steam  and  power  end  one  hit  on  tho  bridge*  As 
a oonaequanoe  of  8- in  oh  araor-plerelng  shells  passing  through  the  ship 
below  the  water  line,  the  ship  took  a list  to  starboard  of  five  degrees 
which  slowly  increased  to  a waximvm  of  thirty  degrees  some  hours  later. 

At  0160,  the  CANBERRA,  without  power  hut  still  with  way  upon  her, 
was  in  a position  bearing  149<>(T),  distant  seven  and  six-tenths  wiles  from 
the  oanter  of  Save  Island* 

(2)  Action  by  CHirjLQO 

At  0149,  tha  CHICAGO,  in  ooluan  about  800  yards  astern  of  the 

CANBERRA,  sighted  the  first  of  the  four  aircraft  flares  which  the  Japanese 
had  dropped  in  Transport  Area  XRAY,  bearing  between  110°  and  120° (T). 

The  CHICAGO  had  also  sighted,  just  prior  to  this  tine,  two  o range- oolored 
flashes  soar  the  surfaoe  of  the  water  In  the  vicinity  of  Save  Island,** 
which  might  possibly  have  boon  the  flashes  from  tho  torpedo  tubes  of 
FUROTAKA.  (doe  Plate  ▼) 


~ V Tepo'rt  of  BwoATvo  6ffl^T.~gBTgftgA7  ggST  ItthT  TSST^SS  WTU~ " 
(CTO  82,6)  Concerning  Loss  of  CANBERRA* 

•e  Action  Report,  CHICAGO  Concerning  Action  Against  Eneay  fbroes  August 
9th,  1948,  Quadalcanal-Tulagi  Area,  Serial  099,  August  18th,  1942* 
see  Report  qf  Admiral  Arthur  J.  Hepburn,  CBN  (Ret*)  to  CINCPAC,  my  18th, 
1948  on  Informal  Inquiry  into  Circumstances  Attending  tho  Loss  of  tho 
VXNCBUraS  etc.,  90  Aug  vet  9th,  1942,  page  20* 


it  about  0145,  tha  CHICAGO  notad  that  the  CANBERRA  was  swinging  to 
starboard*  The  Offioer  of  the  Deok  of  the  CHICAGO  must  hare  assumed  that 
the  CANBERRA  had  turned  to  starboard  for  one  of  two  reasons t (a)  that 
she  had  sighted  something  which  required  an  emergency  turn,  or  (b)  that 
she  had  suffered  a steering  oasualty.  He  oould  normally  hare  expeoted  to 
be  advised  immediately  in  either  event j but  in  this  oaae  he  was  doomed  to 
disappointment,  for  the  CANBERRA  made  no  report* 

However,  he  did  not  have  long  to  wonder,  for  at  0146  as  the  CANBERRA 
moved  to  starboard,  the  Offioer  of  the  Deok  noted  two  dark  objaota  between 
the  CANBERRA  and  the  PATTERSON,  and  one  other  object  to  tho  right  of  the 
CANBERRA**  Viewing  from  the  left,  the  first  two  objeote  were  the  K1NTJGASA 
and  KAXO]  the  object  to  the  right  of  the  CANBERRA  was  the  AO BA*  It  la 
assumed  that  the  Offioer  of  the  Deok  sounded  "General  Quarters"  at  this 
time  bringing  the  Camoanding  Officer  to  the  bridge  almost  immediately. 
Meanwhile,  he  continued  to  follow  in  the  wake  of  the  CANBERRA,  and  made 
preparations  to  fire  a star  shell  spread  to  starboard  in  order  to  Illumin- 
ate the  AO BA.  (See  Plate  VI l) 

Once  the  Commanding  Officer  was  on  the  bridge  and  had  familiarised 
himself  with  the  unusual  circumstances  of  the  situation,  la  it  not  au re- 
prising that  he  did  not  immediately  attempt  to  broadcast  a general  warning 
to  the  entire  task  foroe  about  the  presence  of  the  enee^r  ships,  including 
any  amplifying  information  available  suoh  ast  enemy  types,  formation  or 
disposition,  location,  course  and  speedf  Having  failed  to  do  this,  is  it 
not  equally  surprising  that  he  did  not  attempt  to  notify  either  Commander 
VINCTONES  Group  - who,  as  Screening  Commander  in  the  absence  of  CTG  42.6, 
wae  in  coma  and  of  the  western  soresn,  end  therefore  responsible  for  the 
coordination  of  the  screening  groups  for  battle,  or  CTG  62.6  who,  as  over- 
all Screening  Commander,  might  still  be  able  to  direot  soma  defensive 
M«i<iiVi  even  though  he  wae  located  for  the  moment  in  Transport  Area  TRAY* 
Similar  questions  oould  be  aeked  regarding  hit  failure  to  notify  CTF  61, 

CTF  62,  CTF  «8  and  COM  SO  FACTOR . 

He  not  only  failed  in  his  responsibility  as  regards  these  matters 
but  he  also  failed  in  his  additional  responsibilities  as  Ccomander  CHICAGO 
Group.  He,  of  oourse,  knew  that  the  CANBERRA  was  o reliant  of  the  situa- 
tion! for  she  was  already  maneuvering  for  position.  But  what  about  the 
BAGLEY  and  the  PATTERSON?  It  was  his  responsibility,  as  Officer- in-Tactici\l 
Commend  of  this  group  to  load  it  into  battle  and  to  give  the  necessary 
orders  to  his  four  ships  in  order  that  this  might  he  effectively  done.  He 
did  not  do  this  but  instead  allowed  eaoh  ship  tc  operate  independently. 
Perhaps  he  found  himself  unable  to  perform  the  dual  function  of  Group 
Contender  and  Commanding  Officer,  or  perhaps  under  the  pressure  of  events 
he  simply  forgot  that  he  was  the  Group  Commander.  Hie  failure  to  exeroiee 
oommand  properly  contributed  in  a large  degree  to  the  unfortunate  events 
Shiah  were  to  follow  in  Iron  Bottom  Sound. 


* Action  keporfc,  ' hScA^SO,  Conoeraing  Aotion  Against  £nemy  Forces,  August 

9th,  1942,  Guadaloanal-Tulagi  Area,  Serial  099,  August  15th,  1942. 


While  preparation*  war*  In  preyrass  to  fir*  th*  etar  shall  spread  to 
illuminate  tha  ADR A,  th#  starboard  bridge  lookout  report  ad  a torpedo  woks 
to  starboard  at  0146,*  The  Cownandlng  Officer  started  to  tun  to  starboard 
with  Tull  right  rudder,*  presumably  la  on  attempt  to  parallel  the  torpedo 
traok.  But  within  a few  seoocdg,  nnd  before  the  tun  to  starboard  could 
be  executed,  the  Main  Battery  Ccutrcl  Offioer  reported  haring  sighted  the 
bubbles  of  two  torpedo  wakes  approaching  fro*  port  to  starboard  an  bear- 
ing 346°  relative**  Because  the  first  wake  to  starboard  oould  not  be  node 
out  fro*  tha  bridga  and  because  those  on  tie  pert  hand  oould  be  elearly 
seen*  the  Coasanding  Offioer  inedistely  turned  to  port  with  full  loft 
rudder  to  parallel  thwse  latter  wakes 

It  sessu  wisa  to  digress  here  to  explain  the  several  torpedo  wakes 
by  the  <2110X00,  (Boe  Plates  Till  and  IX) 

(a)  The  failure  of  the  bridge  perecsmel  to  woks  out  the  wake  reported 
to  starboard  or®  fir**  the  fact  that  it  was  a dead  wake  left  on  the  s*ooth 
sea  by  a torpedo  that  had  already  passed*  As  the  CHICAGO,  steesdng  at 
twelve  knots*  should  have  been  emslng*  at  about  0146,  the  wakes  of  th* 
CH01AI ' ■ four  torpedoes  whieh  had  paasad  the  CAVHKKRA  a little  oar liar  it 
seawe  clear  that  tha  daad  oak#  was  fro*  eta  of  thee*  torpedras* 

vb)  The  bubbling  walrus  to  pert  - bearing  34V9  relative  to  CHICAOO's 
oouree  of  306° (T)  - lay  on  true  bearing  291°*  This  bearing  was  tha 
approximate  direction  fra*  whiah  tha  FURB1ABA  hid  fired  four  torpedoes  at 
tha  CH1CAQ0  Group  at  0143,  As  a Japanese  o reiser  torpedo,  naming  for 
four  minutes  at  naxlm*.  speed  (fifty  knots)*  oould  have  reached  a point 
a fow  hundred  yards  on  bearing  291°(Y)  fra*  the  CHICAGO  at  0147,ee  it  io 
considered  that  the  wekos  to  port  of  the  CHICAGO  were  node  by  the  FtRU» 
TAKA'S  torpedoes. 

Shortly  after  0147,  Main  Battery  Control  sighted  one  of  tha  torpedo 
wakes  ou  bearing  346°  relative  heading  for  the  CHICAGO'S  port  bow*  In 
half  a Minute  there  was  an  explosion  wall  forward  under  the  bow*  The 
Contending  Officer  thought  that  this  torpedo  had  struck  tha  CHICAGO  on 
the  port  bow**  Aotually  tha  torpedo  whiah  had  bsan  fired  by  the  FUKUTAKA* 
had  aissedo  Th*  CH1CA00  had  boon  hit  instead  an  her  starboard  side  by  tw> 
torpedoes  whiah  she  had  failed  to  observe*  One  of  the*  » torpedoes  blew 
off  a swell  part  uf  tha  bow  at  frame  lumber  Three)*  the  other  etruok  at. 
frame  Kusber  Minty-five  (starboard),  but  fsdlad  to  detaaate.ov*  Tha  wadar- 
wnter  damage  fro*  this  torpedo  did  not  cause  any  perceptible  change  in  th* 


e Action  Report  (SlC AOfr  Concerning  Ar;loa  Against  Forces  August  -3Q», 

1943,  Quadaloonol-tulagi  Area,  bsriul  099,  August  13th 0 1942, 
o*  Report  of  Basio  Charaateristies  of  Foreigi  Torpedoes  D**i ga  Department* 
Vaval  Torpedo  Station,  Weep  ore,  R.I.,  January  29th,  1943,  page  6* 

•e*  Bunaary  of  Mar  Hanage  to  U*S.  Battleships,  Carriers,  Cruis-srs*  and  Des- 
troyer*, October  17th,  1941  to  Deo«aber  7th*  1942,  BavHhl*-*  (?T 4), 
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CHICAGO' 8 triai  at  the  tin*.* 


The  torpedoes  #iioh  struck  the  CHICAGO  vara  fired  by  tha  KMO.  This 
oonoluaion  has  been  raaohad  after  earaful  study  of  tha  KAKO's  target 
identification,  bar  tiae  of  firing,  and  tha  range  and  bearing  of  her  tar- 
get, all  oampered  with  the  firing  times  and  targets  of  tha  other  Japanese 
oruiaers  which  fired  torpedoes  at  tha  CHICAGO  Group.  Tha  plotting  analy- 
sis of  all  these  Japanese  torpedo  traoks  is  show  on  Diagram  "F".  By  way 
of  partially  explaining  this  evaluation,  the  AAKO  stated  that  her  target 
was  "What  appeared  to  be  a battleship"**  - the  CHICAGO  Class  had  been 
mistaken  previously  by  the  Japanese  for  battleships.  Sinoe  the  Japanese 
had  already  oorreotly  identified  the  CANBERRA  by  her  three  smoke  pipes  as 
a KENT  Class  oruiser,  the  AAKO't  target  oould  have  been  none  other  than 
the  CHICAGO.  This  evaluation  la  supported  by  (a)  the  faot  that  the  esti- 
aatod  range  to  the  KAKO's  target  was  given  as  3500  meters,*  whioh  closely 
approximated  the  actual  range  of  about  3600  yards  to  the  CHICAGO  at  the 
suae  time  and  by  (b)  the  faot  that  tho  lAXO's  target  was  on  a relative 
bearing  of  30°*  whioh  was  within  fiva  degreas  of  tha  bearing  of  the 
CHICAGO  at  the  tine  of  firing. 

The  CHICAGO'S  change  of  course  to  port  to  parallel  the  observed 
torpedo  traoka  was  sound,  for  it  was  an  amergsney  measure  to  avoid  being 
hit.  However,  it  beoame  essential  for  har  Commanding  Officer  to  change 
course  back  to  starboard,  onoe  the  immediate  danger  from  torpedoes  had 
passsd,  and  to  follow  the  CANBERRA  to  the  eastward  in  order  to  protect 
the  Tulagi  transports  from  the  enesqr  foroe  that  was  moving  in  their  alreot- 
ion,  es  well  es  to  Insure  that  the  two  oruiaers  were  in  a position  of 
mutual  support  end  oonoent ration.  But  as  the  CHICAGO  swing  to  port  and 
was  approximately  paralleling  the  FUR DT AAA's  torpedo  traoks,  her  Command- 
ing Offioer  deoided  to  swing  further  to  port  because  hs  observed  "what 
was  than  believed  to  be  a dsstroyer  in  a position  to  dlsoharge  torpedoes."* 
He  had  actually  sighted  the  FURUTAKA,  which  at  0147  was  headed  approxi- 
mately toward  the  CHICAGO  and  was  4000  yard*  away  on  bearing  of  about 
296°(T).  The  Commanding  Offioer,  CHICAGO  did  not  visualise  the  connection 
between  the  FURUTAKA  and  the  torpedoes  which  had  Just  prssed  the  CHICAGO, 
end  was  taking  further  precautions  against  being  hit.  He  steadied  on 
course  283°(T). 

At  about  0147^,  tha  CHICAGO  observed  gunfire  flashes  close  aboard 
on  bearing  320°  relative.  8 he  aleo  observed  gunfire  flashes  from  two  ships 
on  her  starboard  bow.*  Tha  flashes  to  port  wers  from  the  guns  of  tha 
PATTERSON}  those  to  starboard  were  from  the  guns  of  the  TBIRTU  and  the 
YUBARI • These  opposing  units  were  heavily  engaging  one  another.  It  is 


* Action  Report  CEICA&)  Concerning  lotion  Against  ttnemy  Forces  August  9tk, 
1942,  Quads loans 1-Tulagi  Arec , Serial  099,  August  13th,  1942. 
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•lngular  that  tha  guaflra  of  thaaa  ships  was  tha  first  gunfirs  raportad 
by  tha  CHICAGO;  for  tha  CANBERRA.  - only  600  yards  away  - had  bean  under 
haavy  fira  fro®  thraa  Japanasa  heavy  oruisars  during  the  preceding  three 
minutes* 

At  this  time  tha  CHICAGO  fired  two  4-gun  salvos  of  star  shall  spreads 
on  a mean  bearing  of  320°  relative,  sat  for  a range  of  9200  yards**  Since 
this  bearing  was  in  tha  direction  of  tha  PATTERSON,  it  is  assumed  that 
tha  Comsmnding  Offioer,  CHICAGO  wished  to  investigate  tha  area  beyond  tha 
PA1 TERSON  to  disoovar,  if  possible,  the  extant  of  Japanasa  penetration 
into  Iron  Bottom  Sound,  and  tha  oharaoter  of  the  snooty  foroa* 

At  the  sans  tine  tha  CHICAGO  also  fired  two  4-gun  salvos  of  star 
•halls  to  start card,  on  a naan  bearing  of  046°  relative,  set  for  a range 
of  6000  yards,  to  Illuminate  a cruiser  - tha  AO  BA  - which  tha  CHICAGO 
raportad  as  being  about  6000  yards  beyond  tha  CANBERRA  and  firing  upon 
her.  Tha  CANBERRA  was  bearing  046°  relative  distant  1200  yards  fro®  tha 
CHICAGO**  1£ie  range  setting  on  these  star  shalla  should  have  been  about 
7200  yards  if  tha  6200  yards  rsnge  estimated  by  the  CHICAGO  was  oorreot. 
But  since  the  range  to  the  AO BA  was  aotually  but  4000  yards,  the  range 
setting  of  6000  yards  should  have  proven  satisfactory  inasmuch  as  tha 
oorreot  firing  range  for  a star  shall  burst  was  roughly  1000  yards  beyond 
the  target  at  en  altitude  of  about  1600  feet.  However,  tha  error  in 
ranging  was  overshadowed  by  another  error  in  fuso-setting,  for  it  boouae 
painfully  apparent  to  tha  Commending  Offioer  that  his  star  shells  had 
failed  to  burst* 

Just  prior  to  0148,  the  CHICAGO  received  her  first  hit  by  a shell 
whioh  struck  the  starboard  leg  of  her  foremast,  detonated  approximately 
over  the  foraward  smoke  pipe  and  showered  shall  fragments  over  tha  top- 
side* It  also  bant  tha  topmast;  causing  interference  with  tha  radar 
antenna  for  Dlreotor  One.* 

At  about  0149,  tha  CHICAGO  observed  the  PATTERS®?  engaging  "two 
destroyers".*  These  were  the  light  cruisers  TEHRYU  end  YUBARI.  The 
CHICAGO  inoorreotly  thought  that  the  PATTERSON  was  employing  her  searoh- 
lights.*  The  PATTERSON  was  employing  star  shells,  and  it  was  the  enemy 
who  was  employing  searchlights  against  her* 

At  0160,  the  CHICAGO  was  still  on  course  283°(T),  speed  twelve  knots 
and  was  searing  166°(T)  distant  16,000  yards  from  the  oenter  of  Savo 
Island. 

(3)  Action  by  BAGLBT 

The  BAGLBY  was  in  her  screening  position  about  1600  yards  on  tha 
starboard  bow  of  tha  CANBERRA  on  course  310° (T)  whan  the  notion  commenced. 
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At  0144,  she  sighted  a nabtr  of  unldmtifi->d  ships  • lightly  on  hor  port 
bow  whioh  ippoirtd  to  hor  to  bo  to ry  oloao  to  Soto  I ■ load  ot  on  estimated 
range  of  3000  yards  fro*  tho  BAOLKY  on  on  ostlantod  oouroo  of  USo(T)  ot 
high  spood.o  Thoso  ships  were  tho  CBOKAI  sad  tho  A0BA*  KAKO*  sad  fflUttl 
oiilob  were  aatere  of  hor*  This  oontoot  proves  to  hooo  boon  quits  ooourots 
os  boros  out  by  tho  plot  on  Diegrsm  ”f"*  Tho  CBOKAT  uos  actually  boaring 
S09»(T),  di  stones  tSOO  yards  from  tho  BAOLIT,  end  ths  throo  above  uention- 
od  ships  of  CRODTV  SIX  mro  on  oours*  1C0»(T).  Coincident  with  waking  tho 
oontoot*  tho  BiOLKT  also  observe.  too  or  throo  Japanese  salvos  land  short 
of  tho  GAVBRBA*  After  tho  first  hit  was  sacred  on  tho  GAIBSBBA*  there 
followed  a eonoontration  of  heavy  fire  froa  tho  Japanese  cruisers** 

The  BAGLBY  did  not  report  this  eantaet  to  hor  ianodiato  superior  In 
oomnsn * in  tho  CHICAGO*  nor  did  she  broadoast  it  to  all  ship*.  This  ms 
unfortuanto*  for*  es  has  bom  pointed  out  in  tho  oases  of  the  CARBEBBA 
and  CHICAGO.  infornatlon  eanoemlng  enemy  oontoot s was  of  vital  iuportanoo 
to  tho  entire  command*  Tho  nooossity  for  reporting  many  contacts  should 
have  received  priority  over  all  other  oonsldo rations* 

Ths  Offioor  of  tho  Doek  immediately  ordered  "General  Quarters  *"  Tho 
BASuS7  tw  lauUoh  a torpedo  attack  with  her  starboard  torpedo 

battery.*  She  swing  "hard  loft"  and  increased  speed  tc  twenty- five 
knots*  Her  as  tint  had  boon  oo  proelpltious  that  aha  swung  oonplstsly  past 
ths  safe  firing  bearings  before  pr inert  oould  bo  inserted.*  She  then  de- 
cided to  emtiano  her  swing  In  order  to  bring  her  port  battery  to  boar.* 
This  action  of  tho  Oemswm&ing  Offioor*  BAGLSY  in  waking  this  ehange  of 
source  to  port  rather  than  to  starboard  is  questionable*  for  by  so  doing* 
he  plaoed  himself  in  the  position  of  seriously  esdsuraesing  his  ow 
cruisers**  without  receiving  my  cosmos  urate  gain*  suoh  as  decreased 
torpedo  firing  tine*  Should  he  not  have  realised  that  the  Comnander 
CHICAGO  Group*  in  order  to  continue  to  carry  out  hie  objective*  oust 
necessarily  ehsngs  course  to  starboard*  and  that  the  BAOLIT  met  keep  clear 
by  also  changing  course  to  rtarboardt  A starboard  turn  would  autoant  leal  ly 
have  interposed  bis  ship  between  the  Japanese  cruisers  and  ths  Allied 
transports*  At  the  sens  tins  it  would  have  taken  the  BAGLBY  out  of  the 
probable  line  of  fire*  as  mil  as  have  kept  her  in  a position  to  provide 
ease  anti-submarine  protection  for  tho  o raisers  cf  the  CHICAGO  Group* 

At  014S*  the  BAOLIT  observed  ths  flares  which  had  been  dropped  over 
Area  HAT*  (Plato  Til  sheers  tho  situation  at  this  tine*) 

At  about  0149*  she  steadied  on  a northeasterly  course  and  fired  four 
torpedoes  in  a northwesterly  direction  from  her  lustber  Teo  torpedo  tube 
mount*  Her  targets  were  idsntified  by  her  as  two  light  orulsers  of  the 
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THTRTU  Class  sad  two  heavy  oruissrs  of  ths  ASHIQARA  Class**  Siao*  at 
this  tine  ths  two  Japansss  light  oruissrs  - ths  THTRTTJ  anA  TTJBARI  - wars 
boaring  about  510® (T)  from  ths  BAGLKT  and  sin  os  ths  two  Japansss  hoary 
oruissrs  - ths  FOEOTAKA  and  KINUQA5A  - wars  approximately  on  ths  sans 
tsarina*  it  is  believed  that  ths  BAGLEY  firsd  un  ths  assn  bearing  of 
S10°(T)*  Thsss  torpedoes  wdssed,*  probably  bsoauss  ths  two  light  oruissrs 
sffsstsd  a oourse  ohsngs  a minute  later*  and  probably  bsoauss  of  poor 
aiming  which  was  due  in  part  to  ths  faot  that  ths  visibility  to  the  north 
was  poor*  making  ths  enemy  ships  not  only  rery  indistinct  in  general*  but 
actually  loat  to  risw  aa  ths  torpedoes  were  fired.* 

After  firing  ths  torpedoes*  ths  BAGLEY  again  turned  left  for  ths 
purpose  of  soannlng  ths  passage  between  Ouadaloenal  and  8aro  Islsnd** 

This  aotlon  was  of  doubtful  oorrootnass*  for  ths  BAGLEY  had  not  boon  re- 
leased by  ths  Comnsndsr  CHICAGO  Group  nor  had  she  as  yet  received  orders 
to  prooeed  elsewhere*  She  was  still  part  of  ths  oruisar  seresn*  and  should 
properly  haws  maintained  reasonable  station  vatll  suoh  time  as  eho  was 
either  released,  assigned  to  other  duty*  or  it  beoane  apparent  that  the 
Offleer-ln-Taotloal  Commend  was  unable  to  exerolee  effective  oontrol  over 
ths  existing  emergency  situation*  Perhaps*  hawing  reoelwed  no  instructions 
from  ths  Cwsaar.de r CHICAGO  Group*  the  Commanding  Offieer*  BAGLEY  fait  that 
this  latter  condition  obtained* 

At  0160*  the  HAGLEY  was  swinging  with  left  rudder  from  her  previous 
firing  oourse  of  040° (T),  speed  25  knots i end  her  position  wets  beering 
145®(T),  distant  sight  and  three-tenths  miles  from  ths  osnter  of  Savo 
Island* 

(4)  Action  by  PATTERSON 

The  screening  position  of  the  PATTERSON  was  an  ths  port  bow  of 
ths  CANBERRA  between  1500  and  2000  yards.  At  0140&  ths  CSOKAZ  had  ob- 
served the  PATTERSON  on  bearing  130®(T)  at  dlstanoe  5500  yards***  thus 
revealing  her  actual  position  as  1900  yards  west  of  the  CANBERRA.  (See 
Diagram  "P"). 

The  PATTERSON  herself  made  no  contact  on  the  enemy  foroe  until  flv, 
and  one- half  minutes  after  having  been  sighted  by  ths  leading  Japanese 
oruleer,  during  whioh  tine  she  advanoed  2200  yards  farther  along  her 
patrol  oourse  of  506®(T).  At  0146  she  visually  sighted  an  unidentified 
ship  on  bearing  505® (T)  - dead  ahead  - at  an  estimated  dlstanoe  of  6000 
yards,  close  in  to  what  she  thought  was  ths  western  end  of  Savo  Island*** 
but  what  was  actually  ths  heavy  cloud  bank  already  mentioned  in  previous 
sections*  Her  contact  was  the  FORUTAKA,  whose  relative  position  as  fifth 


• AoVion  Report  fiAdUtY,  fcig^  feagagemont*  August  9tk,  XS27  TuIagT^ 
Gua dado anal  Area,  Serial  016,  August  18th*  1942* 

•*  Action  Report  PATTERSON,  Engagsnent  with  Enemy  Surfaos  Ships  Night 
August  8th-9tb*  1942,  Savo-Guadaloanal-Txtlagi  Area*  Serial  001* 

August  15th*  1942. 


■hip  in  the  Japanese  oolumn  - 6200  yards  astern  of  tha  CHOKAI , or  aix 
minutes  run  at  twenty- six  knots  - would  hare  plaoed  her  at  0146  in  approx- 
imately tha  vicinity  of  tha  CHOKAPa  0140  position.  Tha  aotual  range  from 
tha  PATTERSON  to  tha  FURUTAKA  was  3700  yards  rather  than  tha  6000  yards 
aha  reportad.  (See  Plata  Till) 

It  has  baan  auggaatad  that  tha  PATTERSON1 a screening  position  to  tha 
waat  of  tha  CANBERRA  should  haws  mada  it  poasibla  for  her  to  sight  the 
enemy  before  other  ahipa  in  tha  CHICAGO  Group,  particularly  before  the 
BAGLEY.  Plotting  analysis  proves  otherwise,  for  tha  BAGLEY’ » screening 
station  - nearly  a mile  north  of  tha  CANBERRA  and  therefore  about  2500 
yards  northeast  of  tha  PATTERSON  - was  in  much  batter  position  to  contact 
tha  CHOKAI  ft  0144  at  tha  range  of  2800  yards,  as  pointed  out  In  the 
previous  aeotion.  Under  the  weather  conditions,  PATTERSON  and  BAGLEY  were 
not  in  sight  contact  with  eaoh  other. 

The  Commanding  Offioar,  PATTERSON  - who  was  on  the  bridge  when  con- 
tact was  made  - immediately  sounded  "General  Quarters",  endeavored  to  notify 
the  CANBERRA  and  CHICAGO  by  blinker  signal,  and  passed  a warning  broadoast 
to  all  ships  over  the  TBS  voioo  radio  at  about  0146t  "Warning!  Wamingl 
Strange  chip  entering  harbor."*  Tha  CANBERRA  was  rlready  engaged  with  the 
enemy,  and  although  she  saw  tha  visual  signaling**  she  was  too  busy  to  reply. 
It  is  doubtful  that  either  the  CHICAGO  or  CANBERRA  received  the  voioe  warning* 

The  Commanding  Offioar  rang  up  maximum  spaed  at  0146^  and  altered 
course  to  port  in  order  to  unmask  his  starboard  gun  and  torpedo  batteries.*** 
This  change  of  course  is  considered  sound  for  by  changing  oourse  to  port 
the  PATTERSON  should  have  suooeedsd  in  rapidly  launohing  bar  torpedoes  to 
starboard.  This  was  ao  important  as  to  taka  priority  over  all  other  ob- 
jectives. A ohange  of  oourse  to  starboard  would  probably  have  delayed  the 
firing  of  the  torpedoes  as  much  as  several  minutes*  It  might  also  have 
oaused  her  to  foul  the  line  of  fire  of  her  osm  heavy  oruisers. 

As  the  PATTERSON  swung  to  port,  the  Commanding  Officer  directed  that 
the  torpedoes  be  fired  when  ready;  but  the  Torpedo  Officer  failed  to  hear 
this  order,***  and  the  torpadoec  wore  not  fired  as  the  PATTERSON  steadied 
on  heading  270°(T),  Consequently  the  FURUTAKA  esoaped  without  being  hit, 
and  was  observed  by  the  PATTERSON  to  turn  left  to  a northerly  oourso  at 
0147|-.***  (See  Plate  IX) 

As  the  FURUTAKA  oleared  the  range,  the  PATTERSON  observed  two  oth*»r 
Japanese  oruisers  farther  beyond  on  bearing  70°  relative,  a true  bearing 
of  340°.  She  identified  them  as  one  UOGAUI  Class  and  one  JINTSU  Class 


* Written  Statement'  August"  loth,  1942,  by  Lt.  CjgT  P.  Clarke,  TJSNR'7 
QUINCY. 

**  Report  of  Cdr.  J.  A.  Walsh,  Executive  Officer,  CANBERRA,  August  12th, 
1942,  to  CTF  44  (CTG  82.6)  concerning  loss  of  CANBERRA. 

***  Action  Report  PATTERSON,  Engagement  with  Enemy  Surfaoe  Ships  Night 
August  8th~9th,  1942,  Savo-Guadaleannl-Tulagi  Area,  Serial  OOl, 

August  13th,  1942. 


cruiser,  The  plot  in  Diagram  "P"  shows  that  these  enwey  oruiaara  vara 
undoubtedly  tha  TEN  RYU  'and  YUBARI  of  CRUDIV  EIGHTEEN. 

Tha  Commanding  Offioar  - whose  voloa  na  recognised  by  tha  RALPH 
TALBOT  « immediate'.y  trv. emitted  via  TBS  veto#  radio  tho  following  gone  ml 
alarm  to  tho  entire  taak  force t "All  ships.  Warnlngl  Warning l Thraa 
enemy  ahipa  inaida  Saro  I eland."*  By  thia  action  and  by  hia  previoue 
aotion  at  0146  ha  evldenoed  a thorough  appreciation,  of  tha  argent  necessity 
of  immediately  informing  tha  Offioar  in  Taotioal  Commend,  tha  Group  Com- 
manders, and  all  Commanding  Offioar*  of  vital  information  concerning  tha 
enemy.  It  la  singularly  significant  that  ha  was  tha  only  Commanding 
Offioar  in  tha  CHICAGO  Group  who  endeavored  to  inform  hie  own  Group  Com- 
mand* r,  and  other  interested  group  ooamnanders,  of  the  initial  contact  with 
tha  enemy,  notwithstanding  tha  fact  that  tha  CANBERRA  and  BAGLEY  had  both 
mad*  earlier  contact*. 

At  about  0147ft  while  broadoasting  the  warning,  the  Commanding  Offioer 
received  a report  of  a torpedo  maka  fifty  yards  on  hia  starboard  quarter. 
Thia  ia  believed  to  have  bean  the  wake  of  tha  single  torpedo  whioh  tha 
FURUTAXA  had  fired  at  tha  PATTERS  Cm  at  C14S.**  It  had  aisead  and  was 
running  beyond  tha  PATTERSON. 

Tha  PATTERS CW  than  brought  her  guns  to  bear  and  opened  fir#  on  both 
the  TEN RYU  an-  YU BARI.  Sha  first  fired  two  four- gun  a ar  shell  spreads. 
Thereafter  she  maintained  the  Illumination  with  one  gun  only,  end  employed 
her  remaining  three  guns  to  fir*  service  ammunition  at  her  targets  which 
were  at  actual  rang#  of  about  5600  yards.***  During  thia  engagement  sha 
was  illuminated  by  eee.rohlights  from  both  Japan***  light  oruieers. 

Although  oh*  algsaggad  at  high  speed  ah*  was  not  entirely  able  to 
avoid  hit*. . Sha  was  hit  at  about  0146  in  the  oraw  shelter  of  Number  Pour 
gun  by  one  shell  whioh  ignited  several  rounds  of  ready  sarvioe  powder  and 
enveloped  the  after  eaotion  of  the  ship  in  flames.  This  foroed  both  of 
her  after  gun*  out  of  aotion  and  oauasd  casualties  of  tan  men  killed,  or 
missing,  and  tan  man  wounded.  As  tha  PATTERSON  swung  around  to  «n  east- 
erly ooura#  every  effort  was  made  to  extinguish  tha  first  around  gw* 
Number*  Three  and  Pour  so  that  they  might  open  fir*  to  port  as  soon  a* 
they  oould  bear.  These  efforts  were  sufficiently  sucosaeful  to  pendt 
the  firing  of  gun  Number  Four,  but  they  war*  unsuccessful  as  regards  gm 
Number  Three.  Slightly  after  0149  the  PATTERSCN  resumed  firing  to  port 


* tetter  Auguat  l6ih,  l94<!  from  Commending  bf^fiosr  RaI^H  TALBOT  to 
CTF  6£,Cono*rni®s  Homing  Report  Heard  on  Night  of  Auguat  8th-9th, 
1942.  Serial  008. 

••  CRUDIV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  06.  Solomons  Naval  Aotion.  August 
7th-10th,  1942,  CIO  Dooument  86927,  June  27th,  1947. 

***  Aotion  Report,  PATTERSON,  Engagement  with  Enemy  Surfaoe  Ship*  Night 
August  8th- 9th,  1942,  Savo-Guadaloanal-Tulagi  Area,  Serial  001, 
Auguat  13th,  1942, 


employing  gun*  I unbora  Ob*,  Two  and  Pour.  8b*  elained  that  ah*  naintained 
rapid  and  aoourat*  fir*  and  auoo**d*d  la  scoring  several  hita  during  tb* 
n*xt  aiaut*  on  th*  roar  JIFTSu-typ*  cruiser  (the  TuBARI ) •*  This  olaia  was 
supported  la  part  b y th*  CBICAOO's  r*port  that  ah*  had  observed  th*  PATTBt- 
801  aoor*  hit*  oa  th*  TUBAS!  at  thia  tin*,**  and  la  part  by  th*  YUBAEM* 
report  of  r***ivlng  "son*  aoratoh**  (during  th*  night  aotion)  froa  th* 
light  fir*  of  an  on«ay  doatroy*r",***  but  th*  TUBAS!  did  not  indioat*  at 
what  tin*  th*  danag*  was  r*o*ir*dr  Th*  TUBAS!  wa*  illuminated  during  thia 
aiaut*.  by  PATTEBSGM'*  a tar  shall*  uhloh  had  b**n  fired  b*for*  gun  lumbar 
Thr**  want  out  of  aotion. 

All  firing  o*aa*d  at  0160.  At  thia  tin*  th*  PATTBB80M  waa  on  ooura* 
090°(T)  at  sp**d  of  probably  twenty- savao  knots j and  waa  bearing  164°(f), 
distant  16,000  yards  from  the  oantar  of  Save  Island. 

(b)  OPERATIC!  8 OF  VCTCUBB  GROUP  0152  0160 

During  tha  engage— at  b* tween  th*  Japan***  Cruiser  Foro*  and  th* 
CHICAGO  Group,  th*  VncBnfBS  Group,  which  should  haw*  boan  alartod  to  th* 
situation,  continued  its  patrol  in  a wore  or  lose  unalortad  oondition  at 
a apaod  of  ton  knots.  At  0152,  it  was  proceeding  along  tha  southwest  leg 
of  th*  petrol  square  on  ooura*  2260(f). 

All  ship*  w*r*  la  Condition  of  Ounnary  Readiness  TWO  but  there  waa  an 
inportant  different*  between  than.  Th*  VXVCBOnS  and  ASTORIA  nannad  two 
gun*  in  all  thr**  turrets,****  wb*r*a*  th*  QUXXCT  wanned  on*  forward 
turret  and  half  of  her  after  turret.*#***  In  addition  all  aim*  turret  guns 
aa  all  thr**  ship*  war*  loaded  with  pr*j*etll*s  but  n*t  primed.  Th*** 
turret  gun*  had  b*«n  loaded  during  threatened  air  attack  tha  previous  day. 


' r * Aotion  Report,  TOTR39T7  Conoerning  Cpgnnf  with  Japanese  Sur- 
fao*  8hips  light  August  8th- »th,  1942,  8avo-Guadaloanel-Tulagi  Ax* a, 
8*rial  001,  August  15th,  1942. 

*•  Action  Report  CHICAGO,  Conoornlng  Aotion  Against  Bn  any  Forces  August 
9th,  1942,  Guadaloanal-Tulagi  Area,  Serial  099,  August  1942. 

*••  Aotion  Report*  froa  Tabular  Reeorde  of  Japanese  Cruisers,  TOC  Doow- 
naata  160625  and  161407. 

•**•  Aotion  Report  VUCS^RBS,  Report  of  Aotion  Between  USS  VISCKSNES  and 
Japanese  Heavy  Cruiser  Rear  Save  Island  on  light  of  August  6th- 9th, 
1942,  Serial  0022,  August  16th,  1942)  Letter  August  13th,  1942,  froa 
LOdr.  W.H.  Tru*ad*ll,  ISM,  (haxnery  Officer,  ASTORIA,  Coooarming  Sight 
Cruiser  Aotion,  August  9th,  1942. 

*****  Manorandun  February  10th,  1945,  fraa  Cdr.  H.B.  H*c*berg*r,  USH,  Senior 
Surviving  Offioer,  QUIICY,  to  Afeiral  Arthur  J.  Hepburn,  USS  (Ret.) 
Conoamiug  Additional  Information  in  regard  to  tb*  BX-US6  QUIICY, 
at  tha  Battl*  of  Savo  Island,  August  9th,  1942, 


The  Mel a Ship  Control  Of  floor  la  tho  vncBOTBS  at  this  tine  was  tho 
Stxooutlve  Offioorj*  la  tho  QUTHCT  tho  Assistant  First  Lioutonant  cad 
Dawgi  Control  Offloor,**  and,  la  tho  ASTORIA,  tho  First  Lioutsaant  and 
Doing*  Control  Officer**** 

All  oralaor  Caaaanttn|  Officers  wors  fully  droaood  and  aoloop  In 
tholr  onergsnoy  oahiao  adjoining  tboir  rospootivo  pilot  houses*  It  lo 
aooimod  that  tho  Co—onding  Of  floors  of  tho  doatroyors  wore  aoloop  also 
In  rlow  of  tho  foot  that  thoy  had  osporionood  several  long  and  difficult 
days,  Tho  fec/t  that  all  Cowndlng  Of  floats  wore  aoloop  io  not  surprising* 
Condition  of  Koadinooo  ID  was  doslgnod  for  a situation  whoaevor  aotlon 
with  anony  surfaoo  ships  was  probable  hut  c ^aet  in  for not loo  of  tho  onsny 
was  not  available*****  It  gars  about  half  of  tho  ship's  oonpony  on  oppor- 
tunity to  rolojc.  Cortelnly,  tho  Caowndlng  Offloors  who  hod  boon  on  tholr 
bridges  for  long  hours  over  ooooral  days  wars  ontitlod  to  a root*  and  It 
was  tholr  duty  to  hoop  thowolwns  fit  for  furthsr  notion*  Tho  only  oooosa- 
ity  was  tho  lnsuranoo  that  tho  watoh  au  alortod  to  tho  developing 
situation*  Only  the  Connandlng  Offloor,  TIHCBWntS  appoars  to  hav*  dons 
this*  Tho  Cooooonding  Offloors  of  tho  othor  orulsors  soon  to  haws  ower- 
lookod  this  possibility  with  tho  oonsoquonoo  that  thoy,  at  will  bo  shown 
lator,  failod  to  appraise  adoquotoly  tho  situation  whan  surprise  ooourrod* 

■author  oonditiono  in  tho  north  ohoanol  aroa  wars  about  os  follows 
night  dork  and  overeast  with  ooooolonnl  light  nisto  and  ralni  light 
b roots  fron  tho  southoast)  soiling  about  1600  foot)  average  visibility 
10,000  yards)  heavy  aloud*  around  and  to  tho  south  of  Saw  Island)  aoa 
■sooth* 

TL#  Cossandlng  Offloors  of  tho  thro*  oruioor*  war*  a war*  of  th* 
oontoot  report  of  tho  first  H.A.A.F.  Hudson  plan*  on  th*  Jsp  noss  cruiser 
Fores  at  1016,  August  8th******  in  addition,  th*  Csnssdicg  Officer, 
TXHCHXtt  was  awar*  of  th*  sooond  contact  report  on  this  group  and*  by 
another  R*A*A*F*  Hudson  plane  at  HOC,  August  8th .♦***«*  Xnassntoh  aw  all 
ships  oepiod  tho  Vox  aohadulos,  it  is  promnsd  that  the  ^oeatendlng  Offl- 
oors of  the  sorosning  destroyers  WHSGR  am1  HXLlt  had  roooived  at  least 
one  of  these  oontaot  report s* 


— • TssriciXTcnsr  wr; 

so  LCdr*  Sdawnd  Billings,  D-Y(s),  USWL 
•••  LCdr*  J*Pr  Toppvr,  U8H. 

****  Hsr  Trot ruotlons , U,8.  levy  1854,  FTP  149,  Chapter  Till,  "Oaaoral 
la tt ructions  for  Toosols  Underway*,  page  28,  pars.  806* 

*****  Action  Report  YHCIMHB8,  Report  of  Aotlon  Oeourring  off  Save 

Island  (Qaadaloo&al-Florlda  Island)  Aroa  - fight  of  August  8th- 
8th,  1842,  Serial  0021,  August  14th,  1842,  peg*  2)  Aotlon  Report 
ASTORIA,  Battle  of  Save  Island,  Serial  APST/AIC- 8/(00600), 

August  20th,  1842,  psgos  2 sad  S)  Latter  August  18th,  1842,  fron 
H.R.  Dailiel,  Chief  Radio  Xlootrloisn,  US2 , QUIHCT,  Concerning 
Less  of  QUIXCT  to  Constazi.dlng  Officer* 
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fba  Commanding  Officer,  YDfCMWNSS,  who  was  ala#  th#  Group  Commander, 
bad  sstlmatod  th#  situation  on  tbs  basis  of  thoso  oon tacts,  and  had  alert- 
ed himself  to  tho  many  capability  of  preoesding  with  this  orulsor  foroo 
at  high  spood  and  of  attaching  tho  Allied  forces  sons  tins  during  tho 
current  mid  watch.*  As  a result  he  had  entered  a notation  of  this  capa- 
bility in  his  Wight  Orders  and  had  stressed  the  inportanoe  of  being 
particularly  alert*  Ho  did  not,  however,  alert  tho  other  ships  of  his 
oonssnd  to  tho  possibility  of  a Japanese  ni£it  attack.  This  was  a fatal 
omission,  for  ho  was  tho  Group  Commander  and  it  was  his  responsibility  to 
incurs  that  his  oemnand  was  tally  informed  as  to  tho  probability  of  night 
aotion.  Perhaps  tho  Group  Cemnander  felt  that  any  massages  received  by 
the  VIMCHHNSS  had  also  been  received  by  the  other  ships  of  tho  YTHCHiNS8 
Group  and  that  eorreot  aotion  had  already  baea  taken  within  eaoh  chip. 

Ae  will  be  shorn  later,  nothing  could  have  bam  further  fren  tho  truth) 
and  the  result  was  that  all  ships  wera  caught  by  surprise. 

At  this  tine,  there  was  considerable  oonoem  in  the  ASTORIA  ever  the 
f&et  that  her  forward  naia  battery  fire-oentrol  radar  was  out  of  oonaissioa. 
Since  her  SLfter  flre-ooatrol  radar  had  also  bom  out  of  commission  for 
eene  tins  because  of  a shorted  transformer  which  could  not  bo  repaired 
aboard,  this  meant  that  her  main  battery  mas  entirely  without  fire-oontrel 
radar.  Although  this  placed  her  at  no  disadvantage  aa  compared  to  the 
Japanese,  who  were  without  radar  of  any  description,  the  A5TGSIA  never- 
theless realised  tho  value  of  tho  fire-oontrel  radars  and  expedited  every 
effort  te  complete  repairs  m the  forward  flre-ooatrol  radar.  These  re- 
pairs were  suooesa fully  completed  just  prior  to  oontaot  with  the  msmy.ee 

At  0140,  the  VIlfCIQIVK  changed  course  to  316°(T)  in  order  to  regain 
tho  group's  planned  position  in  tho  square)  for  aa  had  been  pointed  out 
earlier,  this  group  had  bem  set  to  the  south  eastward.  The  QUIKCY  and 
ASTORIA  followed  around  in  oo Ivans,  the  latter  completing  the  tuna  at 
0144. eee  The  destroyers  oompleted  adjusting  their  soreming  position 
after  the  turn  at  about  the  same  time. 

At  0146  - Immediately  after  the  task  group  had  aottlod  on  tho  new 
course  - both  the  QUTICY  and  the  wwiji  endeavored  to  fix  their  positions 
by  eross-bearlngs  on  Savo  island.  The  resulting  fixes  wera  considerably 
in  error,  because  both  ships  mistook  the  edge  of  the  heavy  cloud-bank 
south  of  Savo  Island  aa  the  aotual  left  tangmt  of  that  island,  and  be- 
oause  both  fovmd  the  right  tangmt  somewhat  obscured  by  the  hast  in  that 


e lotion  Report  VlHdftrilBB,  Report  of  Aotion  Occurring  off  Savo  Island 
(Guadalcanal-Florid*  island)  Area  - Highc  of  August  8th-9th,  1942, 
Serial  0021,  August  14th,  1942,  paga  2. 
ee  Letter  August  13th,  1942  from  LCdr.  W„H.  Tmoadell,  081,  Gunnery  Off! 
oer,  ASTORIA  to  Commanding  Officer  Concerning  Might  Cruiser  Action, 
August  9th,  1942. 

••*  Aotion  Report,  ASTORIA,  Battle  of  Savo  Island,  Serial  AP57/A16-S/ 
(00600),  August  20th,  1942. 


direction.  Evaluation  of  dot*  available  fro*  all  souroae  indicates  that 
the  QUIRCY' s fix  was  about  6700  yards  in  error  in  the  direction  of  3460(f) 
fro*  her  actual  position,  whereas  the  HELM'S  fix  was  about  3200  yards  too 
far  to  the  northwest*  These  errors  in  piloting  are  disoussed  here  to 
indicate  the  navigational  difficulties  which  beset  the  Contending  Offloers 
of  ships  foroed  to  operate  in  restricted  areas  under  conbat  condition*  and 
under  poor  visibility.  Radar  has  considerably  reduoed  these  difficulties 
alnoe  August  1942.  but  has  not  fully  eliminated  then. 

Some  of  the  ships  of  the  YIMCHNES  Group  evidenced  more  oonoera  at 
this  time  with  the  danger  of  submarine  attack  than  with  the  possibility 
of  surfaoe  ship  attaok.e  As  a consequence,  wham  a distant  undsreatar 
sxplosion  was  felt  at  0144  the  ASTORIA,  as  well  as  other  Allied  ships 
whioh  had  fslt  the  same  explosion,  believed  that  emany  submarines  were 
being  depth  oharged.  This  was  inoorraot,  for  not  only  wars  there  nc  sub- 
marines being  depth  oharged  at  this  time,  but  no  Japanese  submarines  had 
as  yet  arrived  in  Iron  Bottom  Sound.  The  disturbance  noted  was  most  likely 
oaused  by  the  explosion  of  the  CBOKAl's  self-destruction  torpedoes  after 
their  run  past  the  CHICAGO  Group. 


At  C14S, 


aw  mru 


YIMCdSHSS  and  QUISCY  observed  the  aircraft 
flares  whioh  had  been  dropped  by  e Japanese  plane  la  Area  HUT  to  silhouette 
the  transporta.  Some  of  these  ships,  notably  the  YIMCENNES,  QUIRCY  and 
WI^SCM,  also  observed  gunfire.  The  Allied  ships  reported  the  illumination 
aa  highly  affective,  in  particular,  the  VH CHRIS  reported  having  sighted 
four  flares  in  the  direction  of  Florida  Island,  and  also  rsportsd  having 
observed  a group  of  ships  (apparently  the  CHICAGO  Group)  being  silhouetted 
by  a "great  display  of  light"  southeast  of  Save  Island.  The  YIRCHNBS  warn 
able  to  see  olearly  enough  to  estimate  the  course  of  the  CHICAGO  Group  ae 
northwest,  and  therefore  parallel  to  the  course  of  the  VIHCSRH1S  Group.** 

The  ASTORIA  alone  did  not  observe  the  flexes,  silhouettes,  or  gunfire  at 
this  tine,  and  fully  five  minutes  were  to  elapse  before  the  Supervisory 
Offiosr  of  the  Book  observed  them.**  Thera  is  no  doubt  that  the  strenuous 
enploymmt  of  this  end  other  ships  In  the  past  forty-sight  hours  had  im- 
paired somewhat  the  efficiency  of  the  various  ships'  companies  through 
fatigue,  but  this  plaoed  no  disadvantage  on  the  .ASTORIA  aa  oompared  to  the 
other  shipa.  It  is  evident  from  the  statements  of  ASTORIA  personnel  that 
the  primary  attention  in  a number  of  stations  was  diverted  to  other  con- 
siderations then  that  of  maintaining  a sharp  lookout  in  all  ssotora.  The 
attention  on  the  bridge  waa  directed  speoifioally  to  station-keeping  after 
the  completion  of  the  turn,***  in  order  to  take  full  advantage  of  the 


* Action  Report,  ASTORIA,  Battle  of  Savo  Island,  Serial  JSf&T/SJ JPS7* 
(00600),  August  20th,  1942. 

•*  Letter  August  14th,  1942  from  Executive  officer  VUCHHES  to  Coamandimg 
Officer  Concerning  Night  Action,  August  9th,  1942,  off  Savo  Island. 

•**  Latter  August  17th,  1842  from  LCdr.  J.R.  Topper,  US3,  Supervisory  Offi- 
oer  of  the  Wetoh,  ASTORIA  to  Cosucanding  Officer  Concerning  Aotion  on 
Morning  August  9xh,  1942,  page  1;  alao  Letter  August  17th,  1942  from 
Lt.(jg)  H.A.  Burkey,  Jr*,  USVR,  ASTORIA  to  Commanding  Officer  Concern- 
ing Action  on  August  9th,  1942,  page  1, 
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anti- submarine  itrMDlng  destroyers.  Ths  (hamery  Off  low  was  intent  with 
tho  radar  operator  upon  tasting  tho  repaired  radar,  uaing  tbo  ships  ahead 
in  ooluan  a*  targsts.*  Lookouts  otrs  scanning  tha  ikjr,  searching  for  tho 
Japans so  plans  hoard  overhead,**  and  in  sqsm  oaaoo  nay  hava  boon  looking 
out  of  thoir  oan  sootors.  Certainly,  not  tho  lsaat  Important  aouroo  of 
information  at  night  or  la  low  risibility  under  sonbat  oooditiona  is  tho 
prompt  dotootlon  and  reporting  of  visual  sightings.  Aosordingly,  Command- 
lng  Offioors  should  taka  noaaarca  to  insure  that  alert  sad  keen  lookouts 
arc  Maintained  in  all  sootors  during  sceh  oirows tenses,  lost  they  ho 
surprised. 

In  reaction  to  tho  sittings  at  0145,  WILSON  sad  probably  BKLM  order- 
ed Condition  of  Readiness  OKI*  The  Cosssunding  Off loer  in  V1RUKRRBS  aae 
notified  at  once  of  the  oooarrenoes  observed  at  this  tine,  and  he  hastened 
to  the  bridge. 

Immediately  after  hia  arrival  on  the  bridge,  the  Cow  warding  officer  - 
vho  as  Grouj  C<— snder,  ms  tho  Offloer-la-Tuotioal  Cnee and  of  the 
Tncaints  Group  • dlaouased  the  circumstances  of  the  nonant  with  his  of  ri- 
sers and  ascertained  the  situation  from  then.  He  determined  that  the 
position  of  the  YIIC0BS  aas  about  throe  end  one-half  miles  east  of  Savo 
Island)  although  his  actual  position  baaed  on  Diagram  "I*  aas  seven  ails* 
■my  aa  bearing  0SS°(T)  frss  the  center  of  that  islands  the  error  being 
attributable,  of  oouree,  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  aeourate  bearings 
jeoause  of  low  visibility.  He  observed  three  or  four  star  shells,  and  he 
observed  e ship  to  the  southeast  ehioh  he  believed  aae  firing  star  shells 
toward  the  southeast.  This  observed  ship  appeared  to  be  under  fire  fron 
another  ship  wMoh  was  about  thirty  degrees  toward  the  southeast,***  The 
aotlon  thus  observed  by  tha  Group  Consnnder  aas  that  taking  plaoe  between 
the  Japanese  light  oruissrs  of  CHGI3BR  DIVISION  RIGHTW  end  the  PATTRR- 
SCM  (ahloh  aas  firing  the  star  shells  eetually  toaard  the  northwest). 

The  Group  Conmandor  sea  no  other  ships,  no  heavy  gunfire,  nor  any  seareh- 
llghts,***  WMls  he  oontinued  his  dissuasions  and  obesrvatiens,  he 
decided  at  about  0147  that  the  CHICAGO  Group  had  sontaoted  an  snsny  des- 
troyer* He  estimated  that  this  destroyer  aas  a part  of  a Japanese 
diversionary  plan  designed  to  dree  the  7IHCKXHRS  Group  out  of  position  so 
that  the  Japanese  Main  Attach  Pores  night  approach  via  tho  north  passage, 
and  pass  through  Ms  sea  tor  in  order  to  attack  the  transports.*** 


•Letter  August  13th,  1942,  from  LCdr.  W.H.  Trussdsll,  THH,  Gunns ry 
Officer,  ASTORIA  to  Commanding  Officer  Concerning  Right  Cruiser 
Action,  August  9th,  1942, 

•*  Letter  August  17th,  1942,  from  LCdr,  J*R.  Topper,  GBR.  Supervisory 
Offiosr  of  the  Hat oh,  to  Comaandlng  Officer,  ASTORIA  Con  earning 
Action  on  Morning  of  August  9th,  1942,  page  2,  para.  4, 

***  Aotlon  Report  TIICSR8,  Report  of  Aotlon  Occurring  off  Save  Island 
(Guadalcanal -Florida  Island)  Aram  - light  of  August  8th-9th,  1942, 
Serial  0021,  August  14th,  1942. 
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It  would  have  bean  well  if  th«  Coaaander  yiBCBTRBS  Group  hud  set 
Condi t loo  of  Readiness  an  at  thla  tins  within  his  ocussand,  for  tha 
aarlouaaaaa  of  the  situation  daaandod  I— rtlata  notion. 

It  was  Just  about  thla  tins  that  tha  PATTRRSOR'a  saoond  ooutaot 
r sport  i "Warnlagl  Warwingl  Throw  ocoay  a hips  inaids  Sato  Islandl*  was 
being  broadoaat.  It  was  hoard  in  tha  fl  SC  MB  IS  by  tha  TBS  radio  opwrator 
but  was  not  hoard  by  tha  CoMendlag  Offloar  nor  by  tha  Bxeoutivw  Offioar 
an  tha  bridge.  Why  thla  opwrator  did  not  inaura  that  both  of  thasa 
offiowra  received  thia  message  ia  not  knows , Bad  tha  C wending  offioar* 
who  was  also  tha  Group  Conan der,  rwoaived  thia  naaaaga*  it  is  quits  pos- 
sible that  ha  night  bars  had  a oloarwr  pioturs  of  tha  strength  of  tha 
attacking  Japan# aw  foroaa  than  hia  visual  obswrratloaa  wars  revealing. 

As  it  was*  having  rwooivwd  no  information  of  many  forowo  fron  any  Allied 
ships  and  especially  from  thoaa  in  tha  waatarn  a arson,  and  having  received 
no  orders  fron  CTG  62.6  who  had  failed  to  inform  tha  ocaumnd  of  hia  da- 
partura  for  Area  XRAY  at  2065*  Conaandar  VIBCMHW  Group  did  not  fully 
understand  the  situation.  Be  naturally  was  ooaosmad  primarily  with  his 
own  inwdlate  objsotlvs  of  denying  bis  araa  to  any  approaohlng  snsny 
foroaa*  and  of  thus  protesting  the  transports  in  Araa  TOO.  He  quite 
tmderstandably  did  not  know  that  CTG  62.6,  in  tha  AUSTRALIA*  was  absant 
end  that  ho  therefore,  as  Off!  «*r-ia-f  anti  sal  Command.  was  the  Sonior 
Commander  in  the  western  sorswrv  and  reapanalbla  for  the  ooordlnated  de- 
fense of  ths  western  approaches.* 

The  PAYTBSSCH'a  warning  aeaaage  was  received  by  the  QUHCY  at  01 47&*« 
the  tine  at  which  it  was  broadoaat  by  PATT3SSGK.  Tbs  QUIHCY  inandiately 
want  to  Condition  of  Readiness  OR,  and  tbs  Jewess  ruling  officer  was  oalled. 
It  was  also  reoelved  by  the  WIL8GR,  but  its  originator  was  unknown  to  that 
ship.***  Velthsr  the  ASTORIA  nor  the  Him  received  this  TBS  voice  radio 
nessagw,  possibly  because  the  VIHCEHHB8  at  ths  tine  was  sending  oat  the 
eourse  whangs  to  be  executed  at  0200***  The  operators  in  tbs  ASTORIA  and 
ths  HBUf  probably  had  bsoone  confused  by  tha  two  massages  which  must  have 
interfered  with  one  another,  oauslng  later  repetitions  ©*  this  oourse 
signal  and  a delay  in  its  aoknowledgsoMat.  Perhaps  the  failure  of  the 
VIKCESHK8  operator  to  deliver  the  warning  message  to  the  Commanding  Offi- 
oer  was  due  to  his  prooooupatlon  lnoidsat  to  ths  delivery  and  receipt  of 
the  oourse  signal. 


* Personal  interview  of  Captr.in  Prederiok  Risfkobl,  “TBH7"  Swashing 
Offioer*  7IBCBHBBS*  reoorded  January  20th*  1040  by  The  Chief  of 
Havel  Operations*  Offloe  of  Havel  Reoords  and  Library. 

•*  Action  Report  QUIHCY,  Engagement  Morning  August  9th,  1942  off  Guadal- 
canal Island  by  LCdr.  H.B.  Hseeberger,  CBN,  Senior  Surviving  Offioer, 
Seriol  CA39/Al6-3/(004)/hao*  August  16th,  1942,  pegs  2. 

***  Aotion  Report  WIL8CW,  Action  Against  Rneay  Surface  Ships  off  Savo 
Island,  Bigxt  cf  August  ->th-9th,  1942,  Serial  008,  August  20th, 

1942. 


The  VTHCHT'KS  mut  to  Condition  of  Readiness  ONE  at  about  0146  on  tha 
ordar  of  tha  Croup  Comandar,  who,  noting  instinctively  aa  a Commanding 
Of  floor,  diraotad  thla  ordar  to  tha  VINCRNB5  alcna-  Bad  ha  aotad  in- 
atinotivaly  aa  a Croup  Commander,  aa  wall  aa  a Commanding  Officer,  ha  would 
haw  diraotad  tha  antlra  VTNCWfTES  Croup  to  aat  thia  Condition  of  Readi- 
ness. 


At  0148,  tha  QUINCY  obserwdt  probably  againat  tha  illumination  pro- 
vided by  tha  searchlight  beasts  of  tha  T HI  RYU  and  YUBARI  whioh  ware  illumin- 
ating tha  PATTERSON,  tha  ailhouattaa  of  thraa  oruiaara  with  three  turrets 
forward*  whioh  had  rounded  tha  aouthern  tip  of  what  waa  thought  to  be  Savo 
I a land*  but  whioh  waa  in  faot  tha  hoary  oloud  bank  aouth  of  that  island. 

For  aoaM  reason,  this  information  waa  not  promulgated  within  tha  QUINCY 
with  tha  unfortunate  result  that  tha  gunnery  department  waa  not  eder  ted  to 
tha  presence  of  these  ships.*  About  thia  time,  tha  Commanding  Officer 
osm  on  tha  bridge.  Hhy  ha  did  not  brcadoaat  thia  sighting  to  the  Offioer- 
in-T&otioal  Command  aa  mall  as  to  tha  entire  VTHCHTNES  Croup  la  not  clear 
at  thio  writing,  for  ha  oloarly  reoognlEad  that  they  wars  not  friendly 
-hi pa  aa  they  had  "three  turret a forward", a * oharaotariatia  of  Japaneso 
IACHI  Class  and  ATAQO  Class  orvdsers. 

Maacwhila,  tha  Croup  Commander  held  oouraa  and  apaad  while  he  studied 
tha  situation.  Ha  felt  confident  that  no  enemy  haary  ships  had  engaged 
the  CHICAGO  Croup,  heoauso  had  they  dona  so,  surely  tha  CHICAGO  Croup  wouirl 
hara  illuminated  and  engaged  them.**  Ha  was  emare  of  tha  faot  that  his 
present  oouraa  of  316*(T)  waa  carrying  him  eomemhfct  to  tha  westward  of  tha 
bast  position  for  intercepting  any  Japanese  foroaa  that  might  endearor  to 
slip  through  tha  north  ohannelj  and  therefore  ha  considered  changing  oouraa 
to  046* (T)  in  ordar  to  obtain  a batter  Intercepting  position  immediately.** 
However,  he  did  not  make  thia  oouraa  change,  for  he  felt  that  he  might  be 
called  upon  to  aupport  the  CHICAQO  Croup  and  a ohange  of  oouraa  to  the 
northeast  would  rapidly  increase  tha  di stance  between  the  two  Ailiod 
groups.**  Instead,  ha  deoidsd  to  inoreaaa  speed  to  fifteen  knots  and  to 
await  developments.  Although  ha  felt  that  there  was  need  for  further  in- 
formation oonoerning  enaey  foroaa  approaohing  his  own  area  from  the  weat, 
he  nevertheless  refrained  from  firing  e*ar  shells  in  that  dlreo v ion  aa  ha 
diA  not  wish  to  diacloee  his  own  presence  or  position  to  suoh  foroaa,** 
Based  on  the  information  available  to  the  Croup  Commander,  his  daoi alone 
at  this  tie),  exeept  aa  previously  noted,  appear  to  have  been  generally 
oorraot  and  logloal. 

At  0149^  Commander  VINCBfNRS  Croup  executed  the  order  to  steam  at 
fifteen  knots. 


• Aotlon  lleport,  ^UINCf,  'EgagsmsuE  Morning  Anguut  9th,  1§42  off 
Quadaloanal  Island  by  LCdr.  H.B.  Honabergar,  USB,  Senior  Surviving 
Officer,  Serial  CA39/Al6-3/(004)/Wo  August  16th,  1942,  page  2. 

e*  Aotion  Report,  VTKCWNBS,  Report  of  Aotion  Occurring  off  Savo  Island 
(Ouadeloenal-Florlda  Island)  Area  - Night  of  August  Sth-Sth,  1942, 
8erial  0021,  August  14th,  1942,  page  1. 


At  this  tins,  all  ships  of  the  VINCH1NES  Group  with  the  exception  of 
the  ASTORIA  were  assuming  Condition  of  Readiness  ONE  whioh  thoy  had  various- 
ly  ordered  between  0146  end  0148.  The  naming  of  atetione  usually  required 
about  fire  minute#  during  daylight  hours  and  required  a minute  or  eo  more 
during  darkneea,  although  the  tine  quite  naturally  varied  in  each  ship. 

The  ASTORIA,  unfortunately,  seemed  entirely  vmaware  of  the  oerioue  eituation 
whioh  was  evolving  about  her,  and  she  remained  in  Condition  of  Readineae 
TVfO.  This  was  due  to  a nua.be r of  circumstances,  the  more  vital  of  whioh 
«orei  (a)  she  did  not  observe  the  Japanese  aircraft  flares  at  about  0146 
or  observe  the  gunfire  in  the  direction  of  the  CHICAGO  Group;*  (b)  she 
did  not  receive  the  PATTERSON 5 s earning  broadcast,**  and  (a)  she  under- 
estimated the  enemy  capability  of  maxing  a night  attack  cn  the  Allied  forovs 
at  Savo  Island  by  employing  for  this  purpose  the  cruiser  force  which  had 
been  reported  by  an  R.A.A.F.  Hudson  plane  off  Bougainville  at  1026  that 
morning,*** 

At  about  0150,  the  ASTORIA  observed  four  aircraft  flares  well  astern.* 
Hhethor  thee*  were  the  original  flares  whioh  were  burning  a little  longer 
than  four  minutes  or  whether  they  were  new  flares  cannot  be  determined. 
Possibly  they  ware  a combination  of  both.  The  Gunnery  Offioer  interpreted 
these  flares  as  meaning  enemy  action  end  requested  that  Condition  of 
Readiness  ONE  be  »#t.  However,  no  notion  was  taken  on  this  requeut.**** 

Just  as  the  ASTORIA  **s  increasing  speed  to  fifteen  knots,  she  was  illu- 
minated by  the  searchlight#  of  the  CHOKAX. 

A few  seconds  later,  the  QUINCY  was  illuminated  by  the  AOPA  and  the 
YINCS4NE6  by  the  KARO.  Thus,  it  is  apparent  that  the  action  between  the 
Japanese  cruisers  end  the  VINCENNES  Group  commenced  while  all  ships  of  the 
VINCENNES  Group,  with  the  exception  of  the  ASTORIA,  were  in  the  prooess 
of  shifting  from  Condition  of  Readiness  TWO  to  Condition  of  Readiness 
ONE. 


The  0150  positions  of  the  VINCENNES  Group  with  relation  to  the  o en- 
ter of  Savo  Island  werei 

The  mcWNES  was  bearing  095<>(T)  distant  14,000  yards. 

The  QUINCY  was  bearing  096jo(T)  distant  14,400  yards. 

Th»  ASTORIA  was  bearing  098<>(?)  distant  14,800  yards. 

The  HELM  was  bearing  09Qo(t)  distant  12,560  yards. 

The  NT  UK*  was  bearing  088o(T)  distant  15,900  yards. 


* Letter  August  17th,  1&42  from  tV.'( jg)  H.A.  Burkwy,  Jr.,  USfok,  Offi- 
oor  of  the  Deck,  ASTORIA,  to  Commanding  Qffloer,  Concerning  Action 
on  August  9th,  1942. 

*•  Action  Report,  ASTORIA,  Battle  of  Savo  Island,  Serial  AP37/A18-3/ 
(00500),  August  20th,  1942,  page  15. 

***  Ibid,  page  5. 

****  Lotter  .August  13th,  1942,  from  LCdr.  W.H.  Truesdell,  USR,  Ournery 
Officer,  ASTORIA,  to  Commanding  Offioer,  Concerning  Night  Cruiser 
Action,  August  9t'&,  1942,  page  2. 


(o)  OnsRATIOMS  OF  BLUB 


Th®  BLUS  continued  to  patrol  h or  radar  and  aatl-su bmarin®  picket 
station.*  At  0152  aha  ana  on  court#  051°(T)  at  twelve  knots*  6ha  ana 
completely  una*  * # of  th«  fact  that  the  Japan# w#  Cruiser  Foro»  had  Just 
paca#d.  Th®  last  ship  of  that  foroe,  tb#  TTJBAQI  ana  bearing  about  11?°(T) 
distant  12,400  yards  and  m rapidly  increasing  the  range  to  th#  south- 
east* The  BLUB  was  ooaqpletely  unaware  also  of  the  Japan***  tao -nested 
schooner  ehloh  aas  but  5000  yards  aeey  on  bearing  about  110°(T)*  Apparent- 
ly, the  BLUK's  radar  tear  oh  end  her  visual  detection  aere  not  very 
effective  in  that  direction*  Perhaps  they  were  not  very  effective  in  th# 
northern  direction  either,  for  the  Japanese  had  pasted  through  that  sector 
without  being  dieoovered. 

At  0146,  the  BLOB  reached  ths  northeastern  limit  of  h#r  patrol  line 
and  than  reverted  oourae  to  231°(?) .•*  As  ths  ohnnged  oourse,  she  sighted 
four  flares  burning  to  the  southeastward  saross  the  southern  tip  of  Eavo 
Island*#  She  immediately  set  Condition  of  Readiness  ORB.***  These  were, 
of  oourae,  the  airoraft  flares  dropped  by  the  Japanese  oruiaer  plane#  over 
Transport  Area  XRAY,  tone  thirty  miles  away  from  the  BLUB.  Following  this 
sighting,  the  BLUB  observed  flashes  of  gunfire  to  ths  eastward  in  the 
vicinity  of  Sandfly  Passage,  and  heard  the  blast  of  heavy  gunfire.*  The 
visual  observation  was  unquestionably  the  land  operations  at  Tulagl,  »hioh 
were  reported  aglow  with  illumination  both  by  the  Japanese  Cruiser  Force 
end  by  the  ships  of  the  7I1CBKIS  Group*  The  blasts  of  heavy  gunfire  must 
have  been  the  salvos  from  the  8-inoh  batteries  of  the  Japan# ee  cruisers  as 
they  fired  upon  the  CHICAGO  Group „ 

The  BLUB  evidently  heard  these  salvos  clearly,  for  she  stated  that 
the  somxd  of  the  third  salvj  was  aooompanied  by  a mwah  heavier  explosion 
followed  by  a red  glow  giBivlai  from  a position  about  six  sils:  south- 
east of  3a vo  island**  Th*  position  given  was  the  approximate  position  of 
the  CHICAGO  Group  at  this  time.  It  appears  quite  probable  that  the  1V5B 
had  witnessed  the  torpedo  explosion  on  the  CHICAGO  at  0147* 

The  BLUB  thereafter  observed  one  or  more  alroraft  to  the  eastward  of 
Eavo  Island,  shewing  intermittent  flashing  rod  and  whit*  lights,  as 
though  using  then  for  signalling*#  These  planes  ware,  of  course,  the 
two  Japanese  eruiser  aeouting  planes* 


* Action  Report  *E3JS7  Operations  in  8 Iowan  Islands  an  WTpiV  of  August 
8th- 9th,  1942.  Serial  031,  August  l*th,  1942* 

•*  Letter  August  17th,  1942,  from  Cemsnndlng  Officer  BLUB,  to  CTP  62, 
Ccnoerning  Supplemental  Information  cm  Operations  in  Solomon  Is  lends 
on  Bight  of  August  8th- 9 ch,  1942,  Serial  086* 

Statement  of  Odr*  R.8.  fbraighiH,  DOS , Baoourfciv#  Officer,  BLUS,  to 
Cowmodore  R.V.  Bates,  USB  (Ret*)  Head  of  Department  of  Analysis, 
■aval  *or  Go  Huge,  September  23rd,  1949* 
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The  qomnilm  Of  fioar,  BIDE,,  than  (atlaawrad  to  report  thase  plan** 
to  tha  Officer- m-Taotioal  Coa**ar*>  - presumably  to  iTO  92.9»  Bo  did)  not 
know,  of  oouraa,  that  CTO  62*6  wait  no  longer  with  the  iomali>(  group  but 
wea  off  Area  XRAT  In  the  AUSTRALIA®  He  >11  a covered  that  he  we*  only  able 
tc  oosmunioate  with  the  RALPH  TAT80T.*  Hia  effort  to  provide  intelligence 
was  therefore  ineffective*  Would  It  not  have  been  alee  to  have  paralleled 
this  TBS  message  by  CN  radio? 

Tha  BLB1  continued  on  her  patrol  course  of  231°(?)  at  twelve  knots 
and  watohed  the  Indications  of  act  1cm  east  of  Save  Island,  probably  won- 
dering what  was  going  on  and  waiting  expsotauotly  for  ordara  or  et  leaat 
for  acme  news. 

At  0160,  the  BLUE  was  in  a position  bearing  29%°(T),  distant  sight 
and  one-half  alias  from  the  canter  of  Savo  Island* 

(d)  OPERATIONS  OF  RALPH  TALBOT 


At  0192  the  RALPH  TALBOT  continued  to  patrol  her  radar  and  anti- 
submarine picket  station.  She  was  steaming  on  course  072° (T)  at  a rowed 
of  twelve  knots. 

At  about  0145,  having  reaohed  the  eastern  and  of  her  patrol  station, 
she  reversed  oouraa  to  252°(?)» 

At  about  0148,  aha  heard  the  PATTERSON • a warning  smscage  sat  Mil 
a hi  pel  Warning l Wumlngl  Three  enemy  ships  inside  Savo  Islond."**  She 
want  to  General  Quarters  immediately.*** 

At  0150,  aha  was  bearinj  092®(f)  distent  ten  nil*,  trust,  tha  canter  of 

Savo  Island. 

(o)  OPERATIONS  OF  CTO  62.6  (AUSTRALIA) 

At  0192,  CTO  92,6,  in  tha  AUSTRALIA,  had  jwat  cleared  Transport  Area 
XR1T  where  ha  had  been  in  oonferenee  with  CTP  92.  He  haul  returned  to  the 
AD8VRALIA  at  about  0116,  August  9th,**«*  or  but  seventeen  minutes  earlier. 


* 8titemeB^^y~  Cdr.  R,S,  CraigHill,  'Executive  Of  floor,  HLUSV  ~" 
Cosnedore  R.W.  Bates,  USB,  iRat,),  Bead  of  Ospartnant  of  Analysis, 
Havel  War  Collage,  Baptambar  23rd,  1949. 

**  Letter  August  16th,  1942,  from  Commanding  Officer,  RALPH  TALBOT,  to 
CTP  92  Concerning  Warning  Report  Heard  on  light  of  August  Bth-9th, 
1942,  Serial  06. 

• •*  Action  Report.  ’SfcLFH  TALBOT,  Preliminary  Report  of  Aotion,  August  Oth- 
9th,  1942,  tannery  Report,  Enclosure  (A),  Serial  A1 6- 3/DO390/03 , 

11th,  1942. 

case  Action  Report;.  CTC-  92.9,  Concerning  First  Battle  of  Savo  I aim  d, 

Serial  APlOW/.  t,  August  19th,  1942,  para.  92. 
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after  haring  achieved  seme  idea  of  CTF  62*  • plana  in  the  conference.  A» 
has  bean  pointed  out  previously,  he  had  bean  concern* J about  the  Japanese 
Cruiser  Force  eight  ad  off  Bougainville  at  1025  the  preceding  morning. 

But*  oe  a result  of  his  discussion  with  CTF  62  and  with  the  Commanding 
General  First  Marine  division,  he  was  now  satisfied  that  this  enemy  foroe 
was  so  route  to  Rekata  Bay  and  that  no  lowed  Sate  danger  during  the  night 
woe  in  tight*,  He  was  tired*  He  had  been  responsible  for  the  protection 
of  the  transpo  ts  and  oargo  ships  during  the  passage  to  the  objective 
area*  He  ras  now  responsible  for  their  protection  in  the  objective  area. 
He  aust  have  realised  that,  with  the  probable  retirement  of  the  oarriers 
and  the  subsequent  loss  of  direot  air  oover , his  respoasibilitias  would 
inoraase  with  th?  hr****  of  day.  Hs  also  knew  that  hr  rrul'*  bo  responsible 
for  the  proteotlon  of  the  transports  and  oargo  ships  during  their  with- 
drawal that  day  | and  ha  knew  that  during  this  tine  he  would  be  without 
direot  ai;  cover  exoept  that  provided  against  suhsiarinee  by  his  ship- 
based  airoraft.  411  of  those  considerations  oust  be  weighed  heavily  on 
hlis.  In  addition*  now  that  ha  had  aohlevad  a certain  feeling  of  eeourlty 
concerning  the  probability  of  night  action,  he  evidently  experienced  a 
physical  latdovn,  for  he  deolded  to  r ana  in  within  the  anti-submarine 
screen  at  Area  XRAT  rather  than  to  rejoin  the  AUSTRALIA  Group.*  It  it 
probable  that  he  wished  to  sleep  bo cause  he  was  worn  out.  In  this  oon- 
nooticn  CTF  62  stated  that  when  CTG  62.6  had  reported  on  board  the 
VCCAMLSY  for  the  conference,  he  appeared  to  be  exhausted,  "about  ready  to 
past  out".**  Perhaps  CTF  62  had  advleed  hint  to  get  easie  rest. 

C 12.6  realised  later  that  he  should  have  rejoined  the  AUSTRALIA 
Group.  he  endeavored  to  explain  his  action  by  the  statement  that* 

"I  had  unaided  not  to  attempt  to  rejoin  my  group. ....  in  the  dark  and  there 
were  but  a few  hours  to  0600  when  we  would  reform  screen  on  tho  transport 
groups ."*•*  As  a mattor  of  fact,  there  were  same  throe  ;\nd  one-half  hours 
■ore  of  uarJeuass,  and  hs  Slight  readily  have  rejoined  the  AUSTRALIA  Group 
within  lees  then  one  hour.  This  comment  ie  wade  here  not  so  much  to 
criticise  CTG  62.6  ns  to  indloate  the  debilitating  effeot  physical  ex- 
haustion con  have  on  the  will  of  a commander. 

Having  made  thia  decision.  CTG  62.6  ordered  his  flagship,  the  AUSTRA- 
LIA, to  patrol  in  the  vicinity  of  the  transport  squadron  In  Area  XRAT. 
keeping  within  the  anti-submarine  screen.**** 

He  did  not  notify  CTF  62  nor  did  he  notify  the  Ccsmaanders  o*“  either 
the  VTHCENITRS  or  CHICAGO  Groups  of  his  decision  to  remain  in  Area  XRAY.** 


~ * Action  Report  CTG  62.6.  Concerning  FirsT  Wttie  of  Savo  Island, 
C-rlal  AF1066/16.  Au^st  15th,  1942,  para.  92. 

**  Report  of  Admiral  Arthur  J.  Hepburn,  USH,  (Ret.),  to  CISCPAC,  May 
13th,  1945,  on  Informal  Inquiry  into  Cireuaatanosa  Attending  the 
Lose  of  the  7INCENNBS,  etc.,  on  August  9th,  1942,  para.  108. 

***  Remark*  by  CTG  82.€„  Right  Aotion  off  Savo  Island,  August  9th, 
1942,  to  CTF  62,  August  11th,  1942, 

****  Action  Report  CTG  62.6,  Right  Aotian  off  Savo  Island,  August  9th, 
1942,  dated  August  13th,  1942,  para.  92. 


This  was  a serious  mistake,  for  had  Crawnandsr  VXNCENTTES  Group  known  that 
hv  himself  was  Of fl oar-in -Taotioal  Conmand  of  ths  western  soresn,  it  is 
not  Improbable  that  ho  wight  haws  taken  woro  positive  aotl>*v  towards  ths 
coordination  of  ths  VUtCSOTBS  and  CHICAGO  Groups  at  tho  tine  of  ths  sight* 
lng  of  ths  aircraft  flares. 

At  about  0146,  tho  AUSTRALIA  sighted  aircraft  floras  to  th*  south- 
ward and  eastimrd  of  Area  XRAY*  CTO  62.6  was  immediately  notified,  and 
ho  estimated  that  tho  Japanese  were  attempting  an  attaok  on  tho  transport, 
by  either  sub-war  in  es  or  aircraft.*  no  had  axoluded  from  his  consideration 
the  oourse  of  aetlon  that  the  enamy  at  the  moment  was  actually  executing  - 
▼is,,  a night  attaok  by  surfaoe  oraft  - because  suoh  a orpabllity  had  been 
assessed  as  of  littla  or  no  import  an  oa  at  the  wi  flight  oomfersmos  with 
CTF  62. 

In  order  to  present  as  aaall  a silhouette  as  possible  In  the  glare 
of  the  aircraft  flares,  the  AUSTRALIA  now  steamed  on  suoh  courses  as 
would  keep  her  as  nearly  as  possible  end-on  to  the  flares.  Therefore,  she 
steamed  northward  and  westward  from  th#  illumination,  which  waa  to  the 
southward  and  aouthaastward.  It  waa  at  this  tima  that  CTO  62.6  learned 
of  the  RALPH  TALBOT ' s oantaot  report  wade  at  2S46  on  the  Japaneae  oruiser 
air oraft  whloh  ahe  had  obaerved  flying  orsr  Save  island  headed  east,*  This 
raport  had  bean  reoolved  at  0016,  at  whioh  tins  CTO  62,6  had  bean  in  con- 
ference with  CTF  62  in  the  MCCAKLSY.  CTG  62,6  seems  to  hare  attached  little 
importance  to  this  report,  for  ha  Issued  no  warning  Instructions  to  his 
ooaoaand.  Would  not  an  alert  to  the  Soresning  Force  have  been  the  oorreot 
procedure  for  its  Commander T Perhaps  he  thought  that  the  aircraft  contact 
waa  too  old  (about  one  and  ana-half  hours)  to  bother  about. 

A little  before  CISC,  CTG  62,5  observed  what  he  thought  «■  * flare 
dropped  in  the  direction  of  tho  otuemel  southwest  of  Save  is)  and,**  Act- 
ually, what  he  had  aeon  was  the  burst  of  the  star  sheila  fir«d  by  the 
PATTERSON  at  this  tine.  He  then  noted  gunfire  whioh  appeared  to  ;•  .n#  from 
the  AUSTRALIA  Group,  At  first  he  believed  this  to  bo  an  Allied  ship  firing 
at  a flare- dropping  aircraft,**  but  about  one  minute  later  ha  obaerved 
heavy  surfaoe  fire  from  the  eastward  of  the  souroe  of  the  tracer e,**  The 
initial  action  to  the  left  was  the  engagement  between  the  PATTERSON  end 
the  light  cruisers  of  CKUDIY  EIGHTH®  t that  to  the  right  was  the  oosneenoe- 
nent  of  battle  between  the  Japan  css  Eastern  Group  and  the  VINCENNES  Group, 

At  0160,  CTG  62,6  in  the  AUSTRALIA  was  still  abreast  of  Area  XRAT, 

(f)  ACTION  BY  SAW  JUAN  GROUP 

At  0132,  the  SAN  JUAN  Group,  consisting  of  the  oruirers  SAN  JUAN  and 
HOBART,  screened  by  the  destroyers  MOWSSHI  and  BUCHANAN,  waa  on  course 


• Action'  Report,  CTO  #2,4,  Conoern&g  First  BsX  Ve  of  Siavo  isYani,  Serial 
AFlO&fi/lS,  Auguai  13th,  1942,  para.  93, 

•*  Ibid,  para,  94. 
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180°  (T),  ip««d  fifteen  knots,  patrolling  .o  the  nitwd  of  th*  mridian 
160° -04 ' last  Lone* 

At  0136,  CTO  62.4,  In  th*  SAX  JTJAX,  msted  the  southern  lladt  of 
the  patrol  lias  one1  reversed  oourso  to  00G°(T)»* 

While  on  this  northerly  oourso  about  too  minutes  lotor,  at  0145,  ho 
observed  a oorloo  of  throo  or  four  alroraft  flaros  Just  vast  of  south* 
boyoad  tho  transports  in  Aroa  XBAT*  Othor  ships  of  his  group  observed 
thoso  flaros  at  tho  asms  time  an  tho  starboard  quarter**  sod  aft.*** 
Booauso  of  thoir  angular  height  aad  sines  gun firs  was  neither  oboorvod 
nor  hoard,  thoso  flaros  oars  assumed  to  bo  onaaqr  alroraft  flaros  and  not 
star  shells,  and  noro  proeuasd  to  have  boon  dropped  for  tho  purpose  either 
of  illuminating  Transport  Aroa  XJtAY  or  tho  Longo  Channel  sntranoo.** 
Imsandietely  thereafter,  heavy  gunfire  was  noted  at  about  nineteen  miles 
to  tho  westward  of  tho  SAX  JTJAI.* 

At  0146,  a warning  (the  PATTIKSCX’s)  was  hoard  over  tho  TBS  roles 
radio  by  at  least  tho  KOMSSSI***  end  tho  BUCHAXAX**  that  annoy  ships  wore 
entering  tho  harbor  south  of  Savo  Island. 

At  0148,  the  faint  glow  of  a burning  ship  (tho  CUXEBRA)  was  soon  on 
the  port  bom  out  on  tho  horisot,****  bearing  168#(I),  Then  an  explosion 
one  noted  to  os  our  on  a ship  (tho  2HCAG0  torpedoed)  in  tho  sane  lose- 
tion.*ee*  Tracer  shells  wore  than  seen  directed  at  this  ship  fron  tho 
northwest  (THTRYO's  and  TORARI  's  firing),  having  a flat  trajectory  and  a 
rate  of  fire  that  gave  tho  impression  of  mail  caliber  guns  fired  at 
short  range  from  a destroyer  which  was  below  tho  ho  risen  of  the  SAX  JUHf 
Group.**** 


*11  oMpn  nf  fMo  say  gasp  Hail  w Vo«ewn4  aeanyorf  el  fKwn  Jh  4 w ^4 

tinotly  and  wi-  'nut  knowledge  of  what  was  transpiring,  the  engagsaunt 
between  the  CHXuA£0  Group  end  the  Japanese  Cruiser  Feres. 

By  0160,  the  SAX  JUIX  Group  had  gone  to  General  Quarters,****  CTG 
62 « 4 In  the  3AX  JUAX  continued  on  his  northerly  oourso  toward  Transport 
Area  TOO  at  fiftaen  knots,  closely  watching  devwlopnents  as  he  continued 
to  observe  the  gunfire  on  the  western  horison. 


* Action  Report  CTG  42.4,  Report  of  lotion  Tulsgl-OuacW) canal,  August 
6th-10th,  1942,  Inelosure  (A),  Serial  FEB4/a16~3(001),  August  13th, 
1942,  page  6. 

*>•  War  Mary,  BUCHIXAX,  August  1942,  and  Appendix  18  to  Action  Report 
CTG  62.6,  Concerning  First  Battle  of  Saco  Island,  Serial  A71066/16, 
August  13th,  1942,  which  is  Report  cf  HQttS  HOBART. 

***  War  Diary  HCSI8SM , August  1942. 

•**•  Appendix  18  to  Action  Report  CTG  62, 8 Concerning  First  Battle  of 
Save  Island  August.  9th,  X942e  to  CT7  02,  Serial  AF1066/16,  August 
13th,  1942,  whioh  is  letter  August  19th,  1942,  from  CoKranding 
Offioer,  HKA3  HOBART  to  CTF  44  (CTG  f2.6). 
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CHAPTER  XIII 


OPERATIONS  OF  JAPANESE  CRUISER  FORCE* ** 

0150  August  9th  to  0200  August  9th 

(a)  ACTION  BETTCEBN  JAPANESE  EASTERN  GROUP  AND  VINCENNES  GROUP 

Commander  Cruiser  Force,  leading  the  Japanese  Eastern  Group  in  the 
C1I0KAI  had  just  about  steadied  on  course  069°(T)  at  0)60  and  was  proceed- 
ing at  twenty-six  knots  in  the  direction  of  the  Allied  transports  at 
Tulagi.  It  is  doubtful  if  he  was  actually  seeking  the  destruction  of  the 
Allied  transports  at  that  tine,  for  his  movements  are  an  Indication  that 
he  was  seeking  action  with  the  VINCENNES  Group. a*  His  course  of  069°(T)  „ 
carried  his  Eastern  Group  well  to  the  southward  of  the  VINCENNES  Group  but 
within  easy  gun  range.  He  was  followed  in  a loose  oolusm  by  the  AOBA, 

KARO  and  KINUGASA  which  wero  in  the  process  of  changing  oourss  in  suooes— 
sior.  Evidently,  Commander  Cruiser  Division  SIX,  who  had  been  authorised 
to  operate  independently,  still  chose  to  follow  the  CHOKAI  in  his  opera- 
tions against  Allied  forces  rather  than  to  proceed  alone* 

It  is  not  clear  why  Covoander  Cruiser  Force  chose  to  engage  the 
VINCENNES  Group  prior  to  attacking  the  transports  and  oargo  ships  off 
Tulagi.  Whereas  Commander  Cruiser  Force's  original  objective  had  been 
the  destruction  of  the  cargo  ships  and  transports  off  Guadalcanal,  his 
turn  to  th-a  northeast  reveals  that  he  had  chosen  to  disregard  that  ob- 
jective. He  was  now  confronted  with  a similar  objective  with  relation  to 
the  transports  and  cargo  ships  at  Tulagi-  He  had  been  presented  with  a 
rare  opportunity  to  destroy  the  shipping  with  a minimum  of  interference, 
while  the  main  Allied  screening  forces  which  might  bo  able  ho  oppose  him 
were  gradually  drawing  off  to  tha  northwest*  Despite  this  most  favorable 
tactical  situation,  he  chose  to  ignore  this  objective  elsoj  and  assigned 
himself  a new  objective*  "the  destruction  of  the  VI1CENHB8  Group".  He 
failed  to  notify  his  oomraend  of  this  new  objective.  It  will  be  shown  later 
that,  by  this  ohange  in  his  objective,  he  once  again  lost  an  Opportunity 
to  aouvert  his  tactical  auooess  into  a strategical  victory.  This  error  on 


* Mie  times  of  firing  by  Japanese  ships  given  in  this  Chapter  sire,  as  a 
whole,  derived  from  the  analysis  of  the  aotion,  although  sow*  of  the 
times  were  obtained  from  Japanese  sources.  The  data  concerning  the 
naan  points  of  iapaot  of  the  Japanese  salvos  was  obtained  entirely  from 
Allied  souroes.  Both  the  times  of  firing  and  the  mtan  points  of  impact 
as  determined  herein  are  believed  to  be  reasonably  accurate* 

**  USSBS  Mav.  lo.  83,  Vol.  II,  Interrogation  of  Japanese  Officials,  Inter- 
rogation of  Captain  Clnkiohl  Cato,  IJN,  page  361, 


his  part  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  later  Allied  successes  in 
the  Solomon  Islands, 

All  of  the  cruisers  of  the  Eastern  Gr:mp  were  cognisant  of  the  pres- 
ence cf  Allied  cruisers  in  the  ares  east  of  Savo  Island  because  the  two 
Japanese  cruiser  planes  had  reported  them  sometime  earlier  and  because  the 
Japanese  cruisers  themselves  had  sighted  ne  or  more  of  the  Allied  cruisers 
as  early  as  0137,  and  had  subsequently  developed  better  visual  contacts  on 
them. 


On  the  other  hand,  their  approach  was  entirely  unsuspected  by  cruisers 
of  the  VINCENNES  Group  until  about  three  minutes  before  they  commenced 
their  attack  on  that  group.  At  this  time,  about.  0147,  their  action  with 
the  CHICAGO  Group  had  attracted  the  attention  of  both  the  VINCENNES  and 
QUINCY  whioh  promptly  went  to  General  Quarters  but  the  ASTORIA  took  no  ac- 
tion until  much  later. 

As  Commander  Cruiser  Force  approached  within  gun  range  of  the  VIN- 
CENNES Group,  the  first  ship  that  he  clearly  observed  was  the  last  ship 
of  that  group,  the  ASTORIA.  He  noted  that  the  main  battery  of  the  ASTORIA 
was  not  trained  either  on  his  Eastern  Group  or  on  his  Western  Group.  He 
reelired  that  he  again  had  gained  the  factor  of  surprise.  The  Executive 
Officer  of  the  CHOKAI  stated  that  the  ship's  company  had  entered  the  en- 
gagement "very  easy  mindedly,  without  any  worries"*;  but  Comnander  Cruiser 
Force  stated  later  that  he,  as  the  Commander,  had  plenty  of  worries.** 

At  0150,  Commander  Cruiser  Force  directed  the  CHOKAI  to  commence  fir- 
ing. The  CHOKAI  immediately  illuminated  the  ASTORIA  bearing  033°(T), 
range  7800  yards,  preparatory  to  opening  fire  some  seconds  later.  The  AOBA, 
whioh  was  next  in  column  then,  at  about  twenty  seconds  later,  illuminated 
the  QUINCY,  which  she  incorrectly  identified  ns  a PORTLAND-class  cruiser, 
on  bearing  03I°(T),  range  9200  yards.  Finally,  about  twenty  seconds  after 
this,  the  KAKO  illuminated  the  VTNCENNE3  whioh  she  correctly  identified  as 
an  ASTCRIA= class  cruiser  on  bearing  032° (T).  range  10.500  yards.  This  lat- 
ter range  was  probably  the  maximum  at  which  searchlight  illumination  was 
as  effective  as  star  shells,  other  conditions  being  favorable.**” 

The  KINUGASA  took  no  action  at  this  time  against  the  VINCENNES  Group, 
but  direotod  the  fire  of  her  starboard  battery  at  the  burning  CANBERRA  at 
a range  of  3000  yards.****  (See  Plate  XI) 


• U£>&B8,  Interrogation  Jlav,  Wo.  83,  Vol.  il,  Interrogation  of  Japanese 
Officials,  Interrogation  of  Captain  Kinkichi  Kato,  IJN,  page  361, 

**  Statement  by  Vios  Admiral  Gunichi  Uikawa,  IJN,  Tokyo,  July,  1949,  to 
Lieutenant  Roger  Pineau,  USNR. 

***  Gunnery  Instructions,  U.S.  Havy  1933,  "illumination  for  gunfire", 
page  95. 

****  Track  Chart  No.  2 Annexed  to  CUUDIV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  No.  8, 
Solomons  Naval  Aotion  August  7th-10th,  1942,  CIG  Document  86927, 

June  27th,  1947. 
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Also  at  about  0160,  the  CHORA I , which  by  now  could  plainly  aeo  *11 
three  Allied  oruiaera,  noted  anaaqr  gunfire  from  a a vewhat  wore  remote 
ship  on  relative  bearing  SOS0.*  This  gunfire  case  fron  the  HELM  which  was 
about  1700  yards  on  the  port  bow  of  the  f INCKNVBS  and  ae  determined  froa 
the  plot  of  Diagram  "G",  was  bwaring  014°{T)  at  range  7000  yards  froa  tin. 
CHOKAl.  The  CHOKAl  diu  not  open  fire  on  the  HELM,*  possibly  because  the 
HEU1  fired  only  one  erratio  salvo  and  thereafter  was  silent;  and  perhaps 
also  beoause  such  a cross  fire  froai  the  CHOKAl  aight  interfere  with  the 
fire  of  Cruiser  Oiriaion  SIX.  In  this  oaae,  the  CHOKAl  evidenced  the  sane 
tendency  to  ignore  the  Allied  destroyers,  and  to  disregard  the  potentiali- 
ties of  thsir  torpedoes,  that  she  man if sated  previously  when  she  encounter- 
ed the  BLUB  end  the  JARVIS.  But  the  sotion  of  the  CHOKAl  at  0150  was 
oorreci,  for  neither  the  HWH  nor  the  WILSON  firod  any  torpedoes  at  the 
Japanese  Eastern  Force. 

The  CHOKAl  octananoed  firing  with  her  wain  battery  slightly  before  0151, 
for  f.t  that  time,  her  first  salvo  landed  off  the  ASTORIA'S  port  bow.  This 
salvo  was  five  hundred  yards  short  in  range  and  two  hundred  yards  to  the 
left  In  deflection.**  The  range  to  the  ASTORIA  at  0151  was  7400  yards. 

This  salvo  was  followed  within  five  seconds  by  the  KAKO's  first  salve, 
which  was  the  second  salvo  observed  by  the  VINCENNES  Group.  It  fell  about 
600  yards  short  of  the  port  beam  of  the  VINCENNES.***  At  this  time,  the 
VINCENNES  was  bearing  027° (T)  fro«  the  KAKO  at  a range  of  9400  yards. 

The  third  Japanese  salvo  was  fired  by  the  AOBA  and  landed  at  about 
0151^  roughly  500  yards  short  of,  and  200  yards  to  the  left  af  the  QUINCY.** 
At  this  time,  the  QUINCT  was  bearing  026c(t)  from  the  AOBA  av.  a range  of 
8250  yards.  (See  Plate  XII ) 

The  Japanese  reports  do  not  reveal  the  method  of  fire  control  employed, 
but  it  ia  obvious  that  the  Commanding  Officers  of  ships  of  CRUDIV  SIX  who 
had  oorreotly  trained  their  guns  on  the  VINCENNES  Group  as  early  as  0147, 
followed  the  aovvaenta  of  the  CHOEAI  in  opening  fire.  They  did  this  pos- 
sibly because  it  was  doctrine  when  following  the  flagship  - oven  though 
they  had  been  authorised  to  proceed  independently  - and  possibly  beoause 
of  their  uncertainty  as  to  their  targets  at  this  time. 

It  ia  worthy  of  oomaont  that  the  first  salvo  of  each  of  the  Japanese 
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12th,  1947. 

**  Letter  August  13th,  1942  by  Lt.  Comdr.  W.  H.  Truesdell,  USN,  Gunnery 
Officer,  ASTORIA  to  Coranajading  Officer  concerning  Cruiser  Night  Action, 
August  9th,  1942,  table  page  4. 

***  Action  Report,  ASTORIA,  Battle  of  Savo  Island,  Serial  AP37/A1 6-3/(00500) 
August  20th,  1942,  page  16. 


cruiterd  fall  about  500  yards  short  in  range  ami,  in  the  case  of  the 
CHOKAI  and  AOBA,  about  200  yards  ahead  in  deflection.  These  results  ere 
considered  excellent  inasmuch  as  the  initial  solution  cf  the  fire-control 
problem  in  each  case  was  necessarily  based  on  a rapid  mental  estimate  of 
enemy  range,  course  and  speed,  rather  than  on  mathematical  computations. 

At  this  point  a dieoussion  of  the  Japanese  searchlight  technique  is 
also  in  order.  The  Japanese  cruisers  employed  searchlights  aa  the  means 
of  illumination  throughout  this  phase  of  the  action.  The  doctrine  for  the 
employment  of  searchlights  seems  to  have  been  somewhat  flexible  and  to 
have  been  baeed  in  part  on  the  theory  that,  baoause  lighted  searchlights 
offered  an  excellent  point  of  aim  and  a good  ranging  mark  for  an  enemy, 
they  should  bo  turned  on  for  a limited  time  only.  The  Japanese  ships 
therefore  employed  searchlight  illumination  intermittently.*  The  manner 
of  their  employment  varied  within  each  ship.  The  CHOKAI,  for  example, 
turned  on  her  searchlights  only  while  firing,  and  extinguished  them  be- 
tween salvos.  Although  Commander  Cruiser  force  believes  today  that  the 
CHOKAI  kept  her  searchlights  on  continuously,**  this  is  patently  incorrect 
and  is  not  supported  by  his  Chief  of  Staff***  nor  by  the  Executive  Officer 
of  the  CHOKAI*,  nor  by  observers  on  Allied  ships.**** 

The  A03A  and  KAKC  clearly  were  less  restrictive,  but  this  could  have 
been  due  to  the  lack  of  effective  opposition  from  the  Allied  cruisers. 

The  ASTORIA  noted  at  0151^  that  the  leading  cruioer  (CHOKAI)  was  not  em- 
ploying her  searchlight?  at  that  instant, *****  although  other  enemy  ships 
(AOBA  and  KAKO)  wore  employing  them.  The  KINUGASA  was  uot  observed  by  the 
ASTORIA  at  thie  time  because  the  XINUGASA,  which  was  attacking  the  heavily 
damaged  CANBERRA,  was  not  using  searchlights  but  was  utilising  the  light 
from  that  burning  ship.  It  is  thus  apparent  from  the  above  circumstances 
and  from  the  faot  that  the  Japanese  cruisers  in  firing  on  the  CHICAGO 
Group  did  not  employ  searchlights  (presumably  because  the  aircraft  flares 
made  this  employment  unnecessary),  that  Japanese  searchlight  doctrine  also 
embraced  the  restriction  that  searchlights  were  not  normally  to  be  employed 
against  self-illuminated  targets  nor  against  silhouetted  targets. 

The  soundness  of  this  searchlight  doctrine  was  made  painfully  apparent 


" V U3SB3  Interrogation  Ufav.  Wo,  0~5,"~Voi  il,  inter rogat ion  of  Ja pane se 
Officials,  Interrogation  of  Captain  Kinkichi  Kato,  IJN,  page  362. 

**  Statement  by  Vice  Admiral  Gunichi  Uikawa,  IJTJ,  July  1949  to  Lieut. 
Roger  Pineau,  USNR. 

***  US3BS  Interrogation  Nav.  Ho.  109,  Interrogation  of  Japanese  Officials, 
Interrogation  of  Captain  Toshikuru  Ohmae,  XJN,  page  472. 

****  Action  Report,  VINCENNES,  Report  of  Action  occurring  off  Save  Island 
(Guadalcanal -Florida  Island)  Area  - Night  of  August  8th,  9th,  1942, 
Serial  021,  August  14ch,  1942,  para.  11. 

*****  Letter  August  13th,  1^42  from  Lieut,  Coadr.  W.H.  True&dell,  USN, 
Gunnary  Officer,  ASTORIA  to  Commanding  Officer  concerning  Cruiser 
Night  Action  August  9th,  1942,  page  7. 
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during  the  action.  The  Executive  Officer  of  the  CHOKAI  reported  that  the 
Allied  ships  appeared  to  return  their  fire  only  while  the  Japanese  search- 
lights were  on;*  and  the  Allied  ships  reported  losing  their  targets  when 
the  Japanese  searchlights  were  extinguished,**  In  addition,  this  doctrine 
had  the  effect  of  confusing  the  Allied  ships  as  to  the  accuracy  of  their 
gunfire  for,  as  will  be  pointed  out  in  the  analyses  of  the  engagements  of 
the  individual  Allied  ships,  the  PATTERSON,  WILSON,  VINCENNES  and  RALPH 
TALBOT  all  claimed  hitting  and  extinguishing  Japanese  searchlights  during 
some  phase  of  the  aotion.  Japanese  reports  do  not  substantiate  this,  but 
rather  show  that  the  turning  "on”  cjcd  "off"  of  searchlights  was  part  of  the 
sjiiclJiight  technique. 

At  0152  the  A03A  fired  her  second  salvo.  This  salvo  landed  off  the 
starboard  side  of  the  O.UINCY  about  200  yard*  over  in  range,*** 

At  about  this  sane  time,  the  KIHUGASA  directed  the  fire  of  her  port 
dual-purpose  battery  at  a destroyer  to  the  northward,**  This  destroyer 
was  the  HELM,  which  at  this  time  was  swinging  around  from  course  315°(T) 
to  a southerly  course.  The  HELM  was  undamaged  from  this  fire.**** 

Also  at  about  this  same  time  the  CHOKAI  again  illuminated  the  ASTORIA 
and  fired  her  second  salvo.  This  salvo  landed  500  yards  short  in  range  on 
the  port  side  of  the  ASTORIA  and  100  yards  ahead  in  defleotion.  The  CHOFAI 
had  apparently  corrected  her  defleotion  error  by  100  yards,  but  she  still 
had  the  same  range  error  as  in  the  first  salvo.  The  range  to  the  ASTORIA 
at  this  time  was  7000  yards  on  bearing  019°(T).  After  firing  this  aalvo, 
the  CHOKAI  again  extinguished  her  searchlight,  (Sse  Plate  nil) 

The  del  iborats  firing  of  the  CHOKAI  led  the  Gunnery  Officer  of  the 
ASTORIA  to  believe  that  the  CHOKAI  was  shifting  her  point  of  aim  from 
cruiser  to  cruiser  with  "brilliant  execution",1*****  Actually,  analysis 
reveals  that  the  CKOKAI  was  concentrating  her  fire  on  the  ASTORIA  alone 
during  the  first  minutes.  Her  slow  firing  was  occasioned  by  her  desire  to 
inaure  aoouraoy  and  to  her  appreciation  of  the  helpless  condition  of  the 
ASTORIA. 


~ * teSBS  InterrogatTon  NaV."  No,  83,  Vd.  if,  Interrogation  of  Japanese 

Officials,  Interrogation  of  Captain  Kinkiohi  Kato,  IJN,  page  562, 

**  Track  Chart  No.  2 Annexed  to  CRUDIV  SIX  Detuiled  Battle  Report  No, 

8,  Solomons  Naral  Aotion,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  WDC  Document  160997, 

CIA  Document  76817, 

***  Written  statement  of  Lt(jg)  E.IX.  McRlligott,  USN,  Sky  Aft  Officer, 

QUINCY,  August  10th,  1942;  and  of  Ensign  J„H.  Tighe,  USSR,  Number  2 
Battery  Officer  (5- inch  AA),  QUINCY,  August  10th,  1942. 

****  Aotion  Report  HELM,  Night  Engagement  off  Savo  Island,  Solomon 

Islands,  August  9th,  1942,  Serial  DD38e/A16-R(129),  August  14th,  1942. 
*****  Letter  August  13th,  1942  from  Liaut.Comdr . W.  H,  Truesdell,  USN, 

Gunnery  Officer,  ASTORIA  to  Commanding  Officer,  concerning  Cruiser  Night 
Action,  August  9th,  1942, 
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The  KAKO,  also  at  about  0152,  fired  Her  second  salvo  which  landed 
about  100  yards  short  of  VINCENNES.*  The  range  from  the  KAKO  to  the  VIN- 
CENNES was  then  9100  yards  on  bearing  024° (T). 

At  about  0152-lt,  the  third  salvo  from  the  AOBA  hit  the  QUINCY  on  the 
main  deck  aft.  The  range  was  7800  yards  on  bearing  018°(T).  The  QUINCY 
was  still  not  ready  to  return  ohe  fire  for  hor  battle  stations  were  not  aa 
yet  adequately  manned.** 

At  about  0152  3/4,  the  KAKO  straddled  the  VINCENNES,  making  amidshipa 
hits  with  both  3-inch  end  4,7-inch  shells.  The  range  was  8100  yards  on 
bearing  013° (T), 

The  Japanese  Eastern  Group  tor  first  fired  on  by  the  VINCENNES  Group 
between  0152  and  0153,  During  this  minute,  the  CHOKAI  was  the  target  for 
two  salvos  from  the  ASTORIA.  The  first  salvo,  consisting  of  eight  or  nine 
8-inch  shells,  and  the  cond  salvo,  of  5-inch  shells,***  missed.  The 
KAKO  was  the  targot  for  the  VINCENNES’  first  salvo.  This  salvo  of  nine 
8-ineh  shells  which  was  fired  at  about  0152  3/4*  also  missed,  being  roughly 
500  yards  short  in  range. 

At  0163,  the  CHOKAI  fired  her  third  salvo  at  the  ASTORIA.  It  in 
correct  in  deflection  but  landed  5 0 yards  short  in  range.  By  this  time, 
the  range  had  closed  to  6800  yards.  (Plat*  XIV) 

Also  at  0153,  the  KINUQASA  fired  another  salvo  of  4.7-inoh  shells  at 
the  LfULI.****  The  HELM  was  not  hit  and  was  completely  unawnre  she  had 
beon  fired  on,*****  The  KINUGASA  lost  sight  of  the  HELM  after  this  salvo 
which  fact  indicates  that  the  visibility  was  poor  in  the  vicinity  of  the 


Shortly  after  0153  the  AOBA  fired  her  fourth  8-inch  salvo  and  scored 
hits  on  the  QUIlICY’s  bridge,  killing  and  wounding  several  persons. 


* Letter  undated  from  Lieut,  Com  dr  o R.  t,.  Adams,  USH,  M*in  Battery 
Control  Officer,  VINCENNES  to  Commanding  Officer  concerning  Action 
off  Savo  Island, 

**  Aotion  Report,  QUINCY,  Engagement  Morning  August  9th,  1942  off 

Guadalcanal  Island.  Report  of  Captain  H.B.  lieneberger,  USN,  Sonior 
Surviving  ''fficer,  Serial  CA39/A16-3/(004)hmc,  August  16th,  1942. 

***  Letter  August  13th,  1942  from  Lieut,  Comdr,  W.  H.  Truesdell,  USN, 
Gunnery  Officer,  ASTORIA,  to  Commanding  Officer  concerning  Cruiser 
Night  Action,  August  9th,  1942. 

****  Track  Chart  No.  2 Annexed  to  CRUDIV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  No.  8, 
Solomons  Naval  Action,  August  7th~10th,  1942,  TOC  Document  160997, 
CIA  Document  76817. 

*****  Action  Report  HELM  Night  Engagement  off  Savo  Island.,  Soloron  Is- 
lands, August  9th,  1942,  Serial  DD388/A16-3(l29) , August  14th,  1942, 
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At  about  0153-J1:,  tho  XAKO's  fourth  snlvo  was  observed  by  the  Command- 
ing Officer,  ASTORIA,  to  straddle  the  VINCENNES,*  xhe  KAKO  xmdoubtodly 
could  see  the  fire  which  had  started  in  the  airplanes  in  tho  hangar  arid** 
which  made  the  VINCENNES  a self-illuminated  target. 

Also  at  about  0153?;-,  tho  RIXUGASA  fired  four  torpedoes  at  the  CAN- 
BERRA. These  appear  to  have  been  her  port  torpedoes.  The  twack  chart  of 
CR'JDIV  SIX  indicates  that  these  torpedoes  ware  "modified"  but  tne  meaning 
of  this  torn  is  unknown.  It  probably  was  concerned  with  the  method  cf 
firing.  The  XJNUGASA  claimed  having  made  two  torpedo  hits  on  the  CANBERRA, 
which  she  reported  ns  afire  and  sinking.  These  torpedoes  aotually  missed.*** 

At  0154,  the  CliOKAI  sighted  another  ship  somewhat  more  distant  than 
the  cruisers,  bearing  380°  relative  (342  degrees  true).  This  was  the 
T.’ILSON  which  was  in  a position  about  1700  yards  on  the  starboard  bow  of 
the  VINCENNES,  At  this  time,  the  TFILSON  was  firing  at  an  enemy  ship  in 
the  Japanese  Eastern  Group,  most  likely  the  KAKO.  Tho  CHCKAI  fired  on  the 
VJILSOi:,****  probably  with  her  port  G.O  inch  battery,  but  made  no  hits. 

At  0154,  CliOKAI* s fourth  salvo  landed  just  200  yards  short  of  the 
ASTORIA.  The  range  from  the  CHORAI  to  the  ASTORIA  at  this  time  war  6600 
yards  and  the  illumination  appears  '•o  have  been  highly  effective. 

The  fall  of  her  salvos  discloses  that  the  CilOKAI  spotted  on  in  de- 
flection first,  and  t-hen  spotted  or  in  range,  using  en  upladder  of  from 
200  to  300  yards  until  she  found  tho  range,*****  Her  rate  of  fire  during 
the  first  five  minutes  was  not  harried.  In  taking  full  advantage  of  her 
knowledge  of  the  lack  of  readiness  of  the  ASTORIA,  eho  could  afford  to  be 
deliberate  in  her  spotting  and  in  her  fire-control. 

At  0154  the  AOM  scored  hits  with  her  fifth  ralvo  on  the  Q'JINCY* s 
port  battery,  putting  gun  Numbers  Six  and  Eight  out  of  action,  exploding 
the  ammunition  in  ready  service  boxes  and  killing  most  of  the  gun  crews. 


* Action  Report,’ ASTORIA,  Jottle  of  Save  Island,  Ser.  KPST/aIf)-?/- 
(00500),  August  9th,  1942, 

**  Letter  August  10th,  1942  from  Lieut,  Condr.  R,  R,  Cralghill,  VIN- 
CENNES, to  Commanding  Officer  concerning  Night  Cruiser  Action, 

August  Nth,  1942, 

***  Not*,  to  Appendix  F to  British  3attle  Sunnary  No,  21,  Naval  Operations 
at  the  Landings  in  the  Southern  Solomons,  August  7th-10th,  dated 
1944, 

****  War  Diary  )th  Fleet  August  7th-lCth,  1942,  GIG  Document  74633,  !iay 
12th,  1949, 

*****  Letter  August  13th,  1942  from  Lieut,  Comdr,  H,  Truesdoll,  USN, 
Gunnery  Officer,  ASTORIA,  to  Commanding  Officer  concerning  Night 
Cruiser  Action,  August  9th,  1942, 


making  tho  QUINCY’s  port  battery  usel ess  thereafter.* 

The  KAKO  continued  to  hit  the  VINCENNES  at  this  same  tims*  However, 
her  firing  was  lass  deliberate  than  was  that  of  CHOKAI  and  was  uot  quite 
as  effective.  The  KAKO  also  employed  an  up ladder.**  She  hit  the  VIN- 
CENNES with  her  early  salvos  and  continued  to  hit  with  later  onoa,  but  her 
control  was  somewhat  inaccurate,  for  many  of  her  shells  either  passed 
through  the  rigging  of  the  VINCENNES  or  hit  in  the  upper  parts  of  the  . 
ship,  such  as  the  bridge  and  gunnery  control  stations.** 

Also  at  about  0154,  the  KINUGASA,  which  had  just  settled  on  course 
069°(T)  and  was  in  about  the  position  which  the  CHOKAI  had  occupied  at 
0150,  entered  the  engagement  in  support  of  the  other  Japanese  cruisers. 

She  took  the  VINCENNES  as  her  first  target  and  illuminated  her  with  her 
searchlights.  By  so  doing,  she  placed  a double  concentration  of  fire  on 
that  ship.  The  Gunnery  Offioer  of  the  ASTORIA,  who  was  extraordinarily 
observant  throughout  the  action,  remarked*  "Their  plan,  it  seems  to  me, 
was  to  open  up  on  the  van  with  two  ships  concentrating  on  the  leader  and 
the  third  ship  to  fire  upon  the  second  in  line."***  This  observation 
was  oorr  -.t.  (See  Plate  XV ) 

The  KINUGA3A  was  hit,  at  about  0154^,  by  the  second  8-inch  salvo 
fired  by  the  VINCENNES.  Thia  salvo  struck  her  in  the  port  steering  c ntrol 
room,  as  a consequence  of  which  she  extinguished  her  searchlights  and 
veered  radically  to  the  loft.  It  is  not  clear  whether  she  was  able  to 
employ  her  normal  steering  control,  but  it  seems  doubtful,  for  her  courses 
stoered  as  shown  on  the  track  chart  of  CRUDIV  SIX  are  not  tho  same  as  th^fle 
steered  by  tho  ACM  and  KAKO.  She  probably  steered  with  her  main  engines 
and  endeavored  to  remain  as  nearly  as  possible  in  column.  Her  traok, 
therefore,  wus  somewhat  of  a deviation  from  the  wake  of  the  ships  ahead 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  battle.**** 

At  about  0154;;,  the  ACM,  directed  the  fire  of  her  port  dual-purpose 
battery  at  a destroyer  (the  HELM)  standing  to  the  southward.  Not  only  did 
tho  shol] s all  miss,  but  they  must  have  missed  badly,  for  the  HELid  was 
entirely  unaware  that  she  was  being  fired  on. 


* Action  Report,  QUlifcJY , Engagement  Horning  August"  9th,  1342  off  Guad- 
alcnnal  Island,  by  Lieut.  Comdr.  H.  B.  Heneberger,  USN,  Senior 
Surviving  Officer,  Serial  CA39/A16-3/(004)hmo,  August  16th,  1942. 

**  Letter  August  10th,  1942  from  Lieut.  Comdr,  R.  R.  Craighill,  USN, 

Sky  Control  Officer,  VINCENNES,  to  Commanding  Officer  oonce ruing 
Night  Action  August  9th,  1942. 

***  Letter  August  13th,  1942  from  Lieut.  Cosndr.  VJ,  H.  Truesdell,  USN, 
Gunnery  Officer,  ASTORIA,  to  Corurtanding  Officer  concerning  Cruiser 
Night  Action  August  9th,  1942. 

****  Track  Chart  Ho.  2 Annexed  to  CRUDIV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  No.  8, 
Solomons  lfaval  Action,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  CIll  Document  86927, 
June  27th,  1947, 


Just  before  0155,  the  AOBA’s  rixth  salvo  hit  tho  QUINCY's  well  dock 
and  started  a cent! agrauion  xhera  that  illuminated  the  QUINCY  so  brightly 
amidships  that  the  AOBA  turned  off  her  searchlights.* 

At  0155,  the  AOBA  divided  her  main  battery  fire  between  the  VINCENNES 
and  the  QUINCY,  which  ships  at  this  cL.te  aere  fairly  ^los6  together  in 
bearing  and  provided  broadside  sol f-illuminated  targets. 

At  about  0155,  the  CHOKAI's  fifth  salvo  hit  the  ASTORIA  with  at 
least  four  8-inch  shells  amidships  end  started  fires  on  the  boat-deck  and 
in  the  airplanes  in  tho  hangar.  These  fires  gave  tho  CiiCTCAI  a perfect 
point  of  aim,  without  necessitating  the  employment  of  her  searchlights, 
and  assists  1 in  solving  her  fire  control  problem. 

Also  at  abc  .'.t  0155,  two  or  throe  of  the  torpedoes  which  the  CHOKAI 
had  fired  at  0143?  hit  the  VINCENNES.  Those  torpedoes  must  have  run  at 
almost  fifty  knots  tc  have  covered  the  distance  of  10,500  yards  in  six 
and  one-half  minutes,  (Plate  XVI) 

At  this  same  time,  tire  KAKO  hit  the  VINCENNES  in  her  Main  Battery 
Control  Station  Aft,  killing  the  Control  Officer  °nd  most  . the  other 
personnel  on  this  station.  The'  Spotter  was  seriously  vrounded. 


At  0155,  the  KINUOASA,  which  was  coming  back  into  c lunn, **direoted 
her  dual-purpose  guns  at  the  VINCENNES  and  her  nain  battery  at  the  ASTORIA, 
Since  both  tho  VINCENiPSS  and  tho  ASTORIA  had  burning  airplanes  and  boats 
amidships,  tho  KIIUJGASA  was  given  "not  only  a perfect  point,  of  aim,  but 
also  perfect  ranging  conditions,”*** 


At  about  0155?,-,  tho  KIN’JGASA  fired  -n  .additional  sulvo  of  4.7-irveh 


shells  at  the  HELM,  but  these  missed  again.  ^xthough  tho  HELM  yjbs  not  hit 
during  this  battle,  the  Japanese  believed  that  she  had  sunk  at  about.  0156, 
probably  because  she  disappeared  into  a rain  squall  or  a patch  of  the  mist 
she  reported  at  this  stage,**** 


* Action  Report,  QlllNcV,  Engagement  llcming  August  9th,  Guad- 

alcanal  Island  by  Lieut.  Condr,  H.  B.  Feneberger,  U3N,  Senior  Surviving 
Officer,  Serial  CA39/A16-3/)tmo(C04)  August  16th,  1942, 

**  Track  Chart  No.  2 Annexed  to  CRUDIV  6 Do toiled  Battle  Report  No.  8, 
Solomons  Naval  Action,  August  7th-\0th,  1942,  CTG  Document  86927,  June 
27th,  >947. 

***  Letter  August  13th,  1942  from  Lieut.  Comdr,  Y/'.  H,  Truesdell,  USN, 
Gunnery  Officer,  ASTORIA  to  Connanding  Officer,  concerning  Cruiser 
Night  Action,  August  Jth,  1942. 

****  Action  Report,  HELM,  Night  Engagement  off  Save  Inland,  August  9th, 

1942,  Serial  DD388/A16-3(129)  August  14th-  1942., 
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The  CHOKAI'o  next  salvo  struck  the  ASTORIA  At  about  0155^  and  put 
turret  I cut  of  notion,  killing  all  in  the  gun  chamber  and  the  upper 
powder-handling  room.  The  CFOKAI  at  this  point,  having  finally  determined 
the  hitting  range  and  deflection,  may  have  gone  to  rapid  fire;  for  there- 
after the  ASTORIA  was  hit  with  increasing  rapidity  with  both  large  and 
small  caliber  sheila.* 

At  about  0166^,  the  KINUGASA  ocncentrmted  ail  the  fire  power  of  both 
her  main  battery  and  her  port  dual-purpose  better,,  on  the  VINCENNES.  It 
was  at  about  this  time  that  she  herself  received  an  intermediate  battery 
hit  on  her  starboard  side  near  the  nawe.iine  at  frame  No.  315. **  This  hit 
presumably  came  free  the  PATTERSON  which  had  maintained  contact  by  paral- 
leling the  eastward  movement  of  the  Japanese  after  0150. 

At  015b,  Contender  Cruiser  Force  in  the  CHPKAI  hanged  course  at 
026°(T)  presumably  to  close  the  enemy.***  Conuander  Cruiser  Division  SIX 
observed  at  this  time  "that  the  LONDON,  ASTORIA  and  PORTLAND  class  heavy 
cruisers  (VDICSHHES  Croup)  hsd  suffered  direct  hits  by  shell-fire  or 
torpedoes,  burst  into  flames  which  enveloped  the  chips,  gushed  black  smoko, 
3lcwly  listed  and  sank.***  This  re*  >rt  '.ms  highly  optimistio  and,  in  view 
of  the  aocuraoy  of  vast  of  the  Japanese  reports  concerning  this  battle,  is 
surprisingly  inaccurate  insofar  as  sinkings  were  concerned.  None  of  the 
three  . misers  had  sunk  at  this  time;  and  noue  sank  during  the  time  the 
Japanese  cruisers  were  in  Ivon  Bottom  Sound,  In  fact,  the  first  Allied 
cruiser  to  sink  was  the  QOUCY,  which  went  down  at  about  0i;35  - over  one- 
half  hour  later. 

At  0153,  th*  CHOKAI  ohngod  m irse  to  016°(T)»**  presumably  to  reduoe 
the  range  to  the  Allied  oruiaer/. 

Also  at  0153,  the  XAKO  commenced  .r-uaing  her  port  torpedo  tubes  at 
the  AiiTGRIA  which  she  reported  to  be  afire  at  the  time.**** 

At  0149j|,  the  CHOKAI  noted  large  fires  raging  on  the  Allied  cruisers, 
all  three  of  which  were  roughly  on  the  sane  bearing  of  313°(T),  She  now 
changed  oo’irsu  to  059°(?)***  and  comsanoed  falling  behind  CKIIDIV  SIX  which 
continued  an  a northerly  course. 

Since  the  war.  In  August  1942,  Commander  Cruiser  Force  stated  that 


"*“Xction  A^oRur'sroen  an*.Vo  rasa,  tot  xhj^W/Twswt, 

August  20th,  1942. 

**  CRUDJV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  Vo.  o,  Solomons  Naval  Action,  A'lgust 
7th-10th*  1942,  CIG  Document  86927,  June  27th,  1947. 

***  War  Diary  8th  Fleet  August  7th-10th,  1942,  CIG  Document  74653,  May 
12th,  1947. 

****  War  Diary,  KAKO,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  Soioswns  Sea  Battle  VDC 
Document  160143. 


the  CHGXjLI  did  not  fall  behind  CRUDIV  3 IX]  that  instead  she  was  always  in 
the  ran  throughout  the  bcttle.*  This  would  be  equivalent  to  saying  that 
Um  CHOKAI  did  not  change  course  to  069°^t).  To  bars  led  CEUDIV  SIX  at 
this  stag*  of  the  cattle,  the  CHCKAI  would  here  had  to  ohan^a  oourse  to 
approximately  000° (T)  aa  CRDDHf  SIX  changed  to  that  oouraw  at  0200. 

Howwrar,  it  la  olaar  that  tha  CHXfcl  did  sot  load  CHUDIV  6 for  not 
only  did  Commander  Cruiser  Foma' a Chiaf  of  Staff  state  In  Sot  saber  1946 
that  the  CHOKAI  had  lost  hsr  leading  position  during  this  turn  baosore  of 
ths  difference  in  turning  oirole*  saployed  by  the  CHOKAI  and  the  ships  of 
CKUDIY  SIX}**  but  alao  beoauas  later  bearings  wads  by  the  CHOKAI  jn  the 
VIHCBHIISS  Group  plainly  sheered  that  aha  was  behind  the  ships  of  J ROD IV  SIX. 
Dlagran  "H*  shows  that  based  on  the  plotting  warn lysis,  the  CHOKAI  had 
fallen  as  far  behind  aa  5900  yards. 

A possible  further  confirmation  of  the  shore  mtalysls  was  prorided  by 
the  vnressnus  which  reported  that  at  about  0200  the  loading  Japanese  ship 
was  observed  indistinctly  on  course  116°(T).***  It  any  oredsmoe  own  be 
given  to  this  report,  taken,  as  it  was,  st  long  range,  at  night  in  busy 
weather  and  under  battle  conditions,  than  the  CHOKAI  auiit  have  swing  er- 
ratically wide  indeed,  this  would  indicate  a steering  casualty  or  siisilar 
trouble. 

The  unn—loua  fact  that  the  course  a steered  by  the  CHOKAI  up  to  0169^ 
were  accurately  recorded,  that  those  steered  thereafter  were  conspicuously 
omitted  indicates  the  possibility  that  Coaaawader  Cruiser  Force  oonsl^sred 
it  advisable  to  forget  tt  record  the  confused  maneuvers  of  the  CHOKAI  at 
this  time.  Whatever  way  hare  bean  the  reason  for  the  CHOKAI' s maneuvers, 
ths  fast  r gassing  that  Cnepiender  Cruiser  Fcroe  change course  at  0159^  to 
069°(T),eeee  that  this  was  his  third  ohangs  of  course  within  1}  aiautoa,**** 
and  that  be  was  not  followed  in  this  turn  by  CCMCHUDIV  SIX  in  the  AOBA.***** 

At  0200,  the  positions  of  the  cruisers  of  the  Japanese  Western  Group, 
with  relation  to  the  oenter  of  Gave  Island  wares 


— 5y  Tgi^agra  T%"r^r^~TWT5~- 

Lieutenant  Roger  Flnean,  USSR. 

**  US8B8  Interrogation  of  Japanese  Officials,  Sar.  Ho.  109,  Interroga- 
tion of  Captain  Toshikasu  Chase e,  IJS,  Vol.  II.  page  472. 

***  Aotion  Report,  VIWCKSSltt.,  Report  of  Aovlon  Occurring  off  Saro  1 lend 
((fciadaleanal -Florida  Island)  Area  - Sight  of  August  8th-9th,  1942, 
Serial  0021,  August  14th,  1942,  page  4. 

**»*  War  Diary  8th  Fleet  August  Tth-lOth,  1942,  CIG  Document  74653,  May 
12th,  1947. 

*****  CRUDIT  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  So.  8,  Solomons  level  Aotion,  Auguat 
7th-10th,  1942,  CIG  Dooumsut  86927,  June  27th,  1947,  page  4. 


(a)  The  CHOW  I was  bearing  105°(t)  distant  17,600  yards, 

(b)  The  AOBA  was  bearing  110°(T)  distant  17,900  vards. 

(o)  The  KAKO  was  bearing  11S°(T)  distant  17,100  yards, 

(d)  Tho  KXNUGASA  wu  bearing  116°(T)  distant  16,200  yards, 

(b)  ACTION  BETWEEN  JAPANESE  WESTERN  GROUP  AMP  VINCENNES  GROUP 

At  0150,  CGMCRUDIV  EIGHTEEN  in  the  TENRYU  believed  that  he  had  sunk 
the  PATTERSON  to  the  southward,  and  changed  course  to  Q32°(T),*  The  posi- 
tion of  the  YUBARI  - whioh  had  been  in  colvran  up  to  this  time  at  about  1300 
yards  aetern  of  the  TENRYU  on  the  previous  course  of  110°(T)  - was  bearing 

290°(T)  from  the  TENRYU,  The  FURUTAKA  was  about  1250  yards  on  bearing 

176°(T)  from  the  TENRYU,  heading  north.  CCHCRUDIV  EIGHTEEN  had  been  aware 
of  the  FURU TAJCA' e steering  difficulties  ainoe  0144  and  had  observed  her 
separation  fro*  C RUT)  TV  SIX  at  0147^,  when  she  had  changed  course  to  the 
northward.** 

Tlie  FURUTAXA'o  position  and  northerly  course  threatened  collision 
with  the  YUBARI  if  CRUDIV  EIGHTEEN  o on tinned  on  its  easterly  course;  and 
the  deduction  of  this  analysis  is  that  C0UCRUDI\  EIGHTEEN  executed  a ship's 
turn  to  the  left  to  G32°(T)  to  avoid  interferenae  from  the  FURUTAKA,  Mean- 
while, the  FURUTAKA  presumably  joined  in  ooluvn  estem  of  the  TENRYU  and, 
as  will  be  shown  later,  raaintai  ad  that  relative  position  until  about  0200. 

This  relative  position  of  the  FURUTAKA  was  determined  after  full  con- 
sideration of  all  faotora  that  influenced  her  traok  and  positions  between 
0143  and  0150.  as  revealed  in  four  documents The  track  of  CRUDIV 
EIGHTEEN  as  shown  on  Diagrams  "F"  and  "G*.  is  baaed  on  the  only  reliable 
information  available,  the  war  diary  of  CdKUUDIV  EIGHTEEN.**  The  plots  on 
these  di*grs »a  are  therefore  considered  to  be  reasonably  correct.  Whereas 
a vague  end  looaely-drsnm  post-war  interrogation  chart****  shows  the  FURU- 
TAKA .reading  the  column  of  the  Japanese  Western  Group,  this  last  document 
Is  considered  to  be  ln-iorrect  in  this  particular  for  several  reasonst 


* Traok  Chart  No.  2 Annexed  to  CSTOPT  1b  tfceoords  of  August  9tii<  1§42, 
WDC  Dooument  160984. 

*«  Records  CRUDIV  18,  August  9th,  1942,  WDC  Dooimant  160984. 

***  Action  Report  PATTERSON,  Engagement  with  Enemy  Ships  Right  August 

8th-9th,  1942,  Saro-Ouadaloanal-Tulagi  Ares,  Serial  001,  August  13th, 
1942 x Diary  Ensign  Nakamura,  IJS,  Chapt.  1,  2(B)  (I),  page  54  end 
Track  Chart  No.  2 Annexed  to  CRUDIV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  No.  8, 
Solomons  Naval  Action,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  CIG  Dooument.  86927, 
June  27th,  1947. 

****  Night  Engageasant  Traok  Sheet,  Report  on  Sea  Battle  off  Savo  Island 
August  8th,  1942,  GHQ,  8 CAP,  Military  Intelligence  Section,  General 
Staff,  Allied  Translator  and  Interpreter  Seotion  (ATI3)  Dooument 
15685,  March  15th,  1948. 


(a)  It  dors  not  seam  reasonable  to  presume  that  COMCTJDIY  EIGHTEEN 
would  have  followed  a ship  that  wa«  hawing  starring  or  other  navigational 
difficultly*,  (b)  since  the  FURUTAKA  had  no  flag  officer,  it  does  not  seem 
reasonable  to  assume  that  COMCKUDIV  EIGHTEEN  in  the  TENRYU  would  take  any 
other  than  the  lead  position,  (c)  it  is  not  possible,  employing  the  docu- 
mentary Information  available  for  plotting,  to  get  the  Fl'rtUTAKA  ahead  of 
C RUT) IV  EIGHTEEN  at  0160. 

Tha  course  of  0S2°(T)  carried  CRUDIV  EIGHTEEN  roughly  parallel  to, 
but  opened  the  range  on,  the  rear  ahips  of  the  Eastern  Group  which  were  on 
oourse  060°(T).  He  could  clearly  sea  three  of  the  antisera  of  the  Eastern 
Group  turn  on  their  searchlights  at  0160 j for  the  position  oi'  these  shipc, 
relative  to  the  ‘BSNRYU,  were  as  follows  t tha  CHOKAI  on  bearing  079°(T) 
distant  6100  yards,  the  AO BA  on  bearing  083°(T)  distant  3900  yards,  and 
the  KAKO  on  bearing  098°(T)  distant  2900  yards.  It  is  clear  that  if  COM- 
CRUDIV  EIGHTEEN  desired  to  rejoin  the  battle  column,  he  would  have  to  regain 
a position  about. 2600  yards  astern  of  lie  KINUGASA  in  order  to  allow  tha 
FURUTAKA  to  rejoin  first.  At  0150,  the  KINUGASA,  the  last  ship  in  the 
Eastern  Group,  was  bearing  128°(T)  at  range  2300  yards  from  the  TENRYU. 

It  therefore  would  appear  fro*  the  plotting  analysis  that  C0MCRUD1V  EIGHTEEN’ s 
selection  of  032°(T)  as  his  oourse  at  this  time  was  incident  to  his  desire 
to  lose  enough  distanoe  to  be  in  a position  to  rejoin  in  proper  utation, 
should  it  become  advisable  to  do  eo. 

At  about  0161  the  Tenryu  was  hit  in  the  after  deck  by  shell  fragments 
from  the  CHICAGO  killing  23  men  end  injuring  21.*  At  0152,  the  TENRYU  sight- 
ed a FARRAGUT  Class  destroyer  on  bearing  120®relative  (a  true  bearing  of  152 
degrees)  at  a distance  of  5000  meters  (5500  yards),  slightly  illuminated.** 
This  destroyer  was  the  BAGLEY  at  actual  range  5550  yards.  Sinoe  the  TENRYU 
bed  by  this  time  opened  the  range  on  the  KINUGASA  to  2800  yards,  CCtfCRUDIV 
EIGHTEEN  changed  oourse  to  050°(T)**  - exactly  parallel  to  the  movement  of 
the  KINUGASA  - for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  TENRYU’ s battery  unmasked  to 
starboard;  and  opened  fire  on  the  SAGLiiY.  Tha  YUBARI  is  believed  to  have 
turned  simultaneously  with  the  TENRYU,  but  probably  was  unable  to  open  fire 
on  the  BAGLEY  beoause  the  FURUTAKA  fouled  the  rang. . The  FJRUTAKA’s  course 
at  this  time,  a*  shown  on  CRUDIV  SIX  track  chart,  indicates  that  she  stood 
on  in  column  through  the  wake  of  the  TENRYU  and  turned  in  succession  to 
course  050°(T)  a minute  and  a half  later,  but  did  not  open  fire.*** 

The  TENRYU  claimed  having  damaged  the  BiAGLBY  greatly.*  This  olaim  is 
seriously  disputed,  for  the  BAGLET.  reported  that  she  suffered  no  damage 


* Action  Reports  end  Tabular  Records  of  Japanese  Cruisers  YTDC  Docwnent* 
160623  and  161407. 

**  Recorde  CRUDIV  18,  August  9th,  1942,  HDC  Document  160984. 

***  Traok  Chart  #2  Annexed  to  CRUDIV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  #8,  Solomons 
Naval  Action,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  UPC  Document  160997,  June  27th, 
1947. 
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•Ad  Mid*  no  contacts  on  «twQf  i'oroti  after  OlbO.*  Consequently,  the  TEH- 
KTU’s  gunfire  at  this  tine  i'  o coside  red  to  have  been  very  lnaoourste, 

Obtll  about  01S5,  C0MC3UDI7  BlOiTESN  probably  had  entertained  the 
thought  that  Co—f andar  Cruiser  Poroe  night  still  hare  as  his  objective  the 
Allied  shipping  at  Tulrici,  in  which  oase  he  night  rejoin  hi*  in  ooluan. 

Ihit  by  this  tin*  ha  oov*ld  ol early  tee  that  Coanander  Cruiser  Po.oe  had 
selected  as  his  inaediate  objwotiv©  the  desfcvuotlon  of  the  VINGBhHBS  Group* 
He  realised  that  ha  oould  no  leaser  oontinue  in  an  easterly  direction  bo- 
oauej  his  Baste  rn  Group  Bight  soon  beooew  an  attract  ire  target  for  the 
Allied  cruisers,  and  because  1*  would  foul  the  line  of  fire  of  the  opposing 
Allied  and  Japanese  heavy  cruller*  which  were  engaging  in  a reverse  action* 
Ee  apparently  did  not  choose  to  join  in  the  battle  line  against  heavy 
oruls***  for  the  same  reason  that  had  impelled  hi*  earlier,  at  0144,  to 
withdraw?  Ho  thought  it  wise  to  sake  a change  of  course  to  the  north,  end 
to  rwaair  on  that  oourse  until  he  oould  ascertain  which  cruiser  group  - 
Allied  or  Japanese  - was  gaining  the  advantage*  Therefore,  at  01SS£,  ha 
executed  a change  of  oourse  to  000° ( T)  . ** 

At  0186,  C CMC  SOD IV  EIGHTH#  observed  the  superior  effectiveness  of 
the  gunfire  of  the  Japanese  Batters  Group  against  the  VIBCKHMES  Gro\q>,  for 
several  of  the  Allied  o rule  era  ware  on  fire  at  this  tl*e.  He  o on  si  dared 
that  he  now  oould  close  the  range  with  relative  safety  in  order  to  support 
his  own  heavy  cruisers.  His  decision  to  do  so  is  evidenced  by  his  change 
of  oourse  to  020°(?),**  which  headed  hi a group  towards  a suitable  torpedo 
firing  position* 

CGMCRUDIV  BXGHTBKH  observed,  also  at  0156,  that  a large  enany  cruiser 
ou  relative  bearing  120°  was  afire  and  sinking***  This  vua  the  CAW3KRRA, 
which  at  the  tine  was  5200  yards  away  oa  bearing  140°(T>* 

At  0156,  the  PUKUTARA,  in  coluan  behind  the  TBNKYU,  opened  fire  on  an 
Allied  oruiser  on  her  starboard  bow,***  employing  searchlights*****  Hsr 
target  was  the  QOIBCT  on  bearing  040° ( T) , distant  8000  yards  at  this  tine* 
The  FUBUTAKA's  fire*  together  with  that  of  the  AOBA  to  the  southeastward,, 
plaoed  the  QSJHPCT  under  a double  oonorntratloa* 

At  0158,  COHCKOD1V  SIGHTS**  sifted  what  he  Identified  ae  a KKHT-type 
oruiser  baoring  about  060° (T)  at  range  of  about  5600  yards***  This  iden- 
tlfioation  was  poor,  for  no  KBMT-olass  cruiser  was  in  the  VIKCBHMBS  Group* 

* Action  Report  BiC&Jftf,  Wight  l&igageieen't  August  fcth,  T5337  ¥ul*gi- 
Ouadaloanal  Area,  Serial  016,  August  18th,  1942.  para.  7* 

**  Records  C HOD  IV  18,  August  9th,  1942,  WDC  Doc  went  160984* 

**•  Track  Chert  Ho*  2 Annexed  to  CRUDXV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  Mo*  8, 

WDG  Dooaaant  180997,  June  27th,  1947* 

***•  Action  Report,  QUINCY,  Engagement  Morning  August  9th,  1942,  off  Guad- 

alcanal Island  by  Lieut.  Com  dr , H«  B.  Heneberger,  OSH,  Senior  Surviv- 
ing Officer,  Serial  CAS9/A16-8/(0O4)hgac  of  August  16th,  1942* 


He  had  actually  sighted  the  QUINCY.  He  also  sighted  two  ASTORIA-class 
cruisers*  one  ahead  and  one  astern  of  the  "KENT"  (QUINCY) •*  These  were 
the  VINCENNES  and  the  ASTORIA.  He  decided  at  this  time  to  attack  these 
heavy  cruisers  with  torpedoes)*  and  so  ordered*  for  the  TRW  RYU  began  ready- 
ing her  torpedo  mounts  at  this  tiae  for  firing  to  starboard* 

At  0159*  the  T5SNHYU  opened  fire  on  the  "KENT-class"  oruiser  (QUINCY) 
on  bearing  040° (T)  distant  4000  yards.  At  this  same  time,  the  TENKYU  com- 
menced maneuvering  to  fire  torpedoes**  She  altered  oourse  about  ninety  de- 
grees to  the  left  and  then  swung  again  to  the  right  in  an  "8*  turn  to  about, 
har  original  oourse  of  020°(T).* 

The  sighting  and  identification  of  the  TEN  RYU  at  about  0159  by  the 
QUINCY  confirm*  the  evaluation  made  earlier  in  this  analysis  that*  when 
?the  FURUTAKA  joined  CHUDIY  EIGHTEEN  at  0150  to  font  the  Western  Group,  the 
HsNHYU  held  the  leading  position  and  the  FURUTAKA  followed  in  ooluma.  The 
TENKYU  was  identified  in  the  QUINCY  at  0159  as  a three-stack  cruller  di- 
rectly in  front  of  the  oruiser  (FURUTAKA)  that  had  been  illuwutting  end 
firing  on  the  QUISCi'***  This  identification  of  the  TEH RYU  is  further  sup- 
ported by  the  statement  that  the  three-stack  oruiser  was  turning  out  of 
formation  at  this  time***  a maneuver  which  is  identical  to  that  executed 
by  the  TENKYU  as  she  cost  oed  maneuvering  at  0159  to  fire  her  torpedoes. 
The  YU  HAR  I was  not  mentio.  d in  this  observation,  so  it  is  a fair  presump- 
tion that  she  was  not  seen  beoausa  she  was  further  to  the  westward  of  the 
TEHRYU, 

While  the  above  operations  were  in  progress,  tha  FUFUTAKA  oontlnusd 
on  oourse  020° (T)  and  shifted  her  fire  from  the  QUINC*  to  the  VINCENNES.** 
It  Is  assumed  that  at  this  time  (0159)  the  YU  BARI  was  also  continuing  on 
her  original  course  020°  (T),  notwithstanding  the  TENKYU1  s change  of  oourse 
toward  her)  for  It  is  known  that  the  YUBARI  was  gaining  a position  from 
which  she  too  oould  fire  torpedoes.***  As  a consequence  of  the  above 
movements,  by  0200  the  YUBARI  was  ahead  of  the  TENKYU  and  the  FURUTAKA  was 
observed  to  ba  aft  of  the  TENKYU***  The  plot  of  the  positions  of  the  three 
ships  of  the  Western  Group,  ss  shown  st  0200  in  Diagram  ”G”  and  "H",  is 
based  on  the  evaluation  of  documentary  evidence  , and  Is  considered  to  be 
reasonably  aoourate* 

The  0200  positions  of  the  ships  of  the  Japanese  Western  Group  with 


* fraok  Chart  Annexed  io  Eeoorda,  18,  August  7th-Wh,  1^42,  WhC 

Document  160984* 

-**  Written  Statement  by  R.  D.  Byers,  GM2c*  USN,  QUINCY,  Conoerning -Night 
Sea  Battle..  Guadalcanal,  August  9th,  1942* 

***  Aotion  Reports  from  Tabular  Record*  of  Japanese  Cruisers,  WDC  Documents 
180623  and  161407. 


relation  to  the  center  of  S^to  Island  werei 


(a)  The  TEN RYU  was  bearing  104°(T)  distant  8600  yards. 

(b)  The  YUBARI  was  bearing  100° (T)  distant  7700  yards. 

(c)  The  FURUTAKA  was  bearing  11Q°(T)  distant  8900  yards. 

(o)  ACTION  BY  YUKAGI  WITH  JARVIS 


The  YUKAGI  - on  course  296°(T)  at  speed  26  knots  - was  operating 
singly  at  0150,  having  departed  the  cruiser  force  at  about  0140  for  the 
purpose  of  engaging  the  JARVIS  which  was  proceeding  to  the  westward  at  ten 
knots.  She  had  been  rapidly  overhauling  the  JARVIS,  and  now  approached  her 
target  from  the  latter's  starboard  quarter c She  dosed  to  a reasonable  gun 
range,  and  at  0155  opened  fire  on  the  JARVIS. 

She  engaged  the  JARVIS  for  about  five  ainutos.  Whether  she  employed 
her  searchlight  is  net  known.  The  gun  action  had  been  observed  by  the 
CHICAGO  from  her  position  to  the  southeastward,  but  the  CHICAGO  reported 
only  gun  f laches  and  made  no  rji ntion  of  searchlight  illumination.*  The 
YUKAGI  noted  at  this  time  the  gaping  hole  in  the  JARVIS' ■ starboard  bear, 
abreast  gun  2.**  which  had  been  inflioted  by  a Japanese  aircraft  torpedo 
at  noon.  August  8th.*** 

The  Commanding  Officer,  YUKAGI  claimed  inflicting  damage  on  the 
JARVIS.**  But  the  faot  that  he  broke  off  the  aotion  at  about  0200  indicates 
that  he  made  no  reel  effort  to  sink  her.  What  aotion  the  JAHVIS  took  is 
not  known  - sinoe  she  was  later  lost  without  a trace  or  a survivor  - but 
it  ia  presumed  that  she  returned  the  YUKAGI* ■ fire  in  such  volume  as  to 
oauae  the  latter  to  discontinue  the  aotion. 

Why  the  Commanding  Qffioer,  YUKAGI  discontinued  the  aotion  with  the 
JARVIS  poses  an  interesting  but  unanswered  question.  Perhaps  he  found  the 
JARVIS'  s gunfire  too  so  curate  and  o considered  It  unwise  to  engage  an  al- 
ready seriously  damaged  ship,  lest  his  own  ship  suffer  such  heavy  damage 
as  to  permit  her  to  fall  an  easy  prey  to  the  Allies.  Perhaps  he  had  already 
decided  to  make  a reconnaissance  sweep  to  the  northward  around  the  west 
aide  of  Savo  Island  in  order  to  provide  Commander  Cruiser  Fcroe  with  In- 
formation concerning  additional  Allied  Forces  in  the  area;  and,  in  the 


* Aotion  Report,  CHICAGO,  concerning  Aotion  Age.inet  "inSy  Toreee," " 
August  9th,  1942,  Guadaloanal-Tulagi  Area,  derial  099,  August  15th, 
1942. 


*•  Records  CRUDIV  18,  August  7th-9th,  3942,  WDC  Document  160984. 

***  lotion  Report  CCKDESRON  4,  Operations  in  Solomon  Islands,  August  7th- 
8th,  1942  - Anti-Aircraft  Aotion  - Report  of.  Serial  005  September 
9th,  1942,  Enolosure  (G),  JARVIS  Dispatch  080620,  August  1942. 
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fulfillment  of  this  self-eosigned  ts.sk,  did  not  desire  to  expend  time  end 
ammunition  on  * ship  whioh  was  evidently  trying  to  esoape*  and  whioh  wan 
no  longer  a menace  to  his  own  forous* 

Whatever  may  have  been  his  reasons  J-.an  general  impression  created  by 
his  decision  to  discontinue  *Jie  notion  with  the  JARVIS  - when  considered 
together  with  his  retirement  st  0140  just  before  he  could  join  battle 
with  the  CHICAGO  Group  - is  that  he  did  not  hare  an  offensive  state  of 
mind* 

The  YUHAGI’s  position  at  0200  was  bearing  approximately  238°(T)  dis- 
tent 9800  yards  from  the  center  of  Savo  Island* 


* Records  CRtflJTV  IS,  August  7lih-9th,  l'iT^,"HDC  OoSSSC  16098T 


CHAPTER  XI? 


ALLIED  OPERATIONS* 

0160  August  9th  to  0200  Auguat  9th 

(a)  wgtgwn  or  vincennes  stoop  WITH  Japanese  eastern  proof 


At  0160,  the  Croup  Cocmnder  in  the  VINCENNES  comm enoed  accelerating 
from  tan  knot*  tc  fifteen  knot*  spaed,  as  his  group  continued  on  course 
316°(T).  In  a few  moments,  hi*  cruisers  ware  illuminated  by  three  aearoh- 
limits  whioh  he  observed  were  on  a Man  bearing  of  about  206°(T),  He 
noted  that  these  searchlights  illuminated  the  ASTORIA  first,  then  the 
QUIHCT  and  finally  the  VINCENNES;**  r.id  that  a difference  of  but  forty 
seconds  occurred  between  the  turning  on  of  the  first  and  last  search- 
lights,*** He  obtained  a radar  rang#  of  8260  yards  presumably  on  the 
leading  Japanese  ship,  the  CHOKAI,** 

The  thoughts  that  were  passing  through  the  mind  of  Cosssander  VINCEB- 
NES  Group  at  this  time  ere  of  interest  to  any  student  of  naval  warfare, 
since  they  constituted  the  basis  for  the  action  he  took  in  -he  engagement 
just  commencing  with  his  group.  In  order  to  present  thorn  here,  it  is  re- 
called that  three  minutes  earlier  - at  014-7  Commander  VUG  SNUBS  Group 
had  estimated  that  a Japanese  destroyer  was  creating  a diversion  with  the 
CHICAGO  Group  whioh  was  designed  to  lure  the  VINCENNES  Group  to  the  south- 
ward so  that  the  Japanese  Main  Attack  Foroe  might  approach  from  the  north 
of  Savo  Isle  id  and  paes  through  his  sector  in  order  to  attack  the  trans- 
ports. His  notion  had  been  to  hold  course  516°(T),  increase  spaed  to  fif- 
teen knots,  and  amit  developments,**** 


” * ttie  times  of  firing  ^Allied  Ships  given  in  this  chapter  are  chiefly 

derived  from  the  analysis  of  the  action,  although  scam  of  the  times 
were  obtained  from  Allied  report,;.  The  data  concerning  the  Man 
points  of  iagiact  of  the  Japanese  aalvos  was  obtained  entirely  from 
Allied  sources.  Both  the  times  of  firing  and  the  mew  points  of  im- 
pact, aa  determined  herein,  are  believed  to  be  reasonably  aocurate, 

**  Action  Report  VINCENNES,  Report  of  Action  Between  OSS  VINCENNES  and 
Japanese  Heavy  Cruisers  Near  Savo  Island  on  Nig^it  of  August  8th-9th, 
1942,  Serial  0022,  August  14th,  1942. 

***  Letter  August  10th,  1842  from  Lieut,  Ccodr.  R,  R.  Cralghill,  OSN,  to 
Commanding  Officer  concerning  Night  Action  August  9th,  1942,  page  1, 
****  Action  Report  VINCENNES,  Report  of  Action  Ooourring  off  Savo  Island 
(Guadalcanal -Florida  Island)  Area  - Night  of  August  dth-9th,  1942, 
Serial  0021,  August  14th,  1942,  page  3)  also  personal  interview  of 
Captain  Frederick  Riefkohl,  USN,  Commanding  Offioer,  VINCENNES,  re- 
corded January  26th,  1945  by  Chief  of  Naval  Operations,  Offioe  of 
Naval  Reoords  and  Library. 
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At  0150  he  mas  giving  serious  consideration  to  the  best  method  of 
meeting  strong  enemy  opposition,  for  he  felt  that  his  was  the  vital  area 
for  defending  the  transports.  He  felt  that  his  position  and  movement  were 
correct.*  Unfortunately,  in  making  his  estimate,  he  did  not  give  adequate 
consideration  to  the  possibility  of  the  enemy  attacking  in  foroe  through 
the  entrance  south  of  Save  Island.  As  i consequence  cf  this  erroneous 
estimate,  he  had  been  caught  by  surprise  when  the  Japanese  Eastern  Group, 
approaching  from  that  direction,  had  illuminated  his  group  at  0150  ar.d 
commenced  the  engagement.  (Plate  XI ) 

He  did  not  know  the  composition  or  identity  of  the  foroe  attacking 
his  group.*  He  had  seen  no  enemy  heavy  ships  and  none  had  been  reported.* 
He  stated,  three  years  later,  that  ha  had  thought  that  these  searchlights 
were  those  of  the  AUSTRALIA  Group  which  was  following  in  md  searching  for 
light  enemy  forces  which  might  have  atood  into  Iron  Bottom  Sound.  He  fur- 
ther stated,  in  this  interview  that  he  had  irjaediately  told  them  over  TBS 
voioe  radio  to  get  their  lights  o'"  hie  ships,  for  his  command  was  friendly. 
This  message  is  not  available  to  this  study. 

He  wanted  to  guard  against  filing  on  friendly  ships,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  felt  obliged  to  take  measures  to  defend  himself.  He  appears  to 
have  felt  that  the  continued  illumination  of  his  group  by  searchlights 
constituted  a hostile  act.  Ha  therefore  felt  that  ha  had  to  fire  on  the 
ships  using  the  searohlights,  and  promptly  ordered  his  cruisers  by  TBS 
voice  radio  to  open  fire  on  the  searchlights.*  This  order  was  repeated  in 
the  QUINCY,  but  there  ia  no  reoord  of  ita  having  been  reoaived  by  the 
ASTORIA,  TTILSOi'  or  HELM.  He  continued  to  hold  course  and  speed. 

But  were  these  deoieione  correct?  In  this  situation,  should  not  his 
first  thought  have  to  protest  the  Allied  shipping  at  Tulagi?  Hi# 

familiarity  with  hia  patrol  area  should  by  this  time  have  been  suoh  that  a 
quick  glanoe  at  the  relative  position  of  the  seemingly  hostile  ships  would 
reveal  they  were  in  an  excellent  position  - regardless  of  their  possible 
oourso  and  speed  - to  attack  the  transports  at  Tulagi.  It  was  therefore 
lnouubent  upon  him  to  interpose  the  VINCENNES  Group.  Should  he  not  have 
Instantaneously  realised  that  he  would  not  be  able  to  do  this  if  he  con- 
tinued on  hie  base  oouree  at  his  present  speed?  How  then  might  ho  have 
aooaupllahed  it?  A study  of  a possible  solution  has  been  worked  out  on 
nateOTI.  He  oould  have  turned  either  to  the  left  or  to  the  right  by 

* Action  Report  YtfocteiftfeS,  "Report  ot  Action  Ooourring  of  fUavo  islanX” 
(Guadalcanal -Fieri da  Island)  Area  - Night  of  August  8th-9th,  1942, 

Serial  0021,  August  14th,  1942,  page  Sj  also  personal  interview  of 
Captsin  Frederick  Riefkohl,  USW,  Commanding  Officer,  VINCENNES,  re- 
oorded  January  26th,  194b  by  Chief  cf  Naval  Operations,  Qffioe  of 
Naval  Reeords  and  Library. 


simultaneous  ship  movements.  But  which  chants  of  course  wee  preferable? 

(*)  If  he  hr.d  turned  to  the  left,  end  the  ahipe  ill  vesinn  ting  hie  jyroup 
turned  out  to  be  on  any,  he  would  then  here  been  closing  then  et  a tt  j when 
he  was  not  fully  prepared  fo^  battle  - his  ships  were  atil.  in  th?  rooess 
of  shifting  from  Condition  01  Readiness  II  to  Condition  of  Readiness  I and 
would  not  be  fully  ready  f o * battle  for  at  least  two  or  three  minutes  more* 
Suoh  a turn  would  therefore  have  created  a highly  unfavorable  situttion. 

(b)  If  on  the  other  hand  he  had  turned  to  the  right  - let  ua  sey*  to 
a course  of  about  105°(T)  - and  had  increased  speed  to  twenty -five  knots 
or  greater,  he  would  thereby  have  reduced  the  effectiveness  of  the  torpe- 
does or  gunfire  which  these  seemingly  hostile  ships  night  direct  et  his 
unprepared  command.  At  the  sane  time  he  would  here  attained  a better  rela- 
tive position  fron  which  to  interpose  his  oosmmnd  bates  aw  the  enemy  and 
the  transports  at  Tulagi. 

In  turning  to  the  right  he  would  haws  been  carrying  out  the  oourse  of 
notion  whioh  doctrine  in  1942  prescribed  for  surprise  enoouaters  with 
enemy  ships  during  night  or  low  risibility.  The  doctrine  for  both  the 
American  and  British  navies  was  aa  follows i 

(1}  The  American  doctrine  provided  that  cruisers  meeting  snswy  ships  t 
"should  normally  in  ohance  night  encounters  avoid  action  unlees  the  condi- 
tione  ware  farorable  for  engaging."* 

(2)  The  British  doctrine  west  "to  endeavor  to  gain  tints  by  a turn 
sway."** 


Therefore  it  seams  clear  that  if  he  believed  these  ships  were  anemy 
his  oorreot  course*  of  action  should  have  been  to  change  course  to  the 
right. 


But  what  action  should  ho  have  taken  had  he  believed  these  ships  to 
be  friendly?  Would  not  hie  oorreot  course  of  motion  in  suoh  case  also 
have  been  to  turn  away  to  the  right  and  for  the  same  reasons  propounded 
La  the  discussion  above? 

In  either  ease,  iu  view  of  possible  doubt,  should  he  not  have  with- 
held fire?  Does  act  the  fact  that  he  did  not  vithhold  fire  betray  hie 
underlying  belief  that  the  ships  which  had  surprised  him  were  most  proba- 
bly enemy? 

If  the  above  analysis  is  oorreot,  w by  then  did  Commander  TIKBDR? 


* War  Instructions,  3.3.  levy  1934  FTP’liS  Chapter  IX,  Instructions  for 
Might  Encounters,  p&ge  44,  para.  9S6. 

**  Royal  Bevy  Firing  Manual  19S9,  Chapter  on  light  Action,  para.  P. 
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Qrouo  ohoosa  that  oouroe  of  motion  laaat  suitable  to  tha  proper  aooonp- 
lisL^ent  of  his  objective?  The  never  i««u  to  be  that  hi  vae  both  fa- 
tigued and  oonfuaod  at  this  time,  and  had  had  insufficient  time  or  data  to 
aake  a or  act  deoisioo  although  five  minutes  had  elapsed  since  he  had  ar— 
rived  on  tne  bridge.  The  unfortunate  results  of  hie  failure  to  turn  away 
and  to  increase  speed  in  accordance  vith  doctrine  were  to  become  Manifest 
as  t-he  battle  progressed, 

(1)  Action  by  VIXCE9HBS* 

At  0160  the  vnCBOnw  sifted  the  first  peir  of  searchlights  trained 
on  the  ASTORIA . nd  her  Main  Battery  Control  Officer  ordered  the  turrets 
to  train  left  and  pick  up  this  target  (the  CROKAI),**  At  the  same  tlaa 
her  port  fivr-«noh  battery  ana  alerted,  preparatory  to  firing  star  shells.*** 
In  less  tV rinute  two  additional  pairs  of  searchlights  oane  on  in  suo- 
oe salon,  an  liaaioated  first  the  QUUCY  and  then  the  TEKHDnflKS,**  The 

TUCBHB  tbt  oy  mas  illuminated  before  her  turrets  could  be  brought  to 
beer  on  the  C 11.  Since  there  were  now  three  targets,  she  carried  out 
the  fire- distribution  doctrine  of  training  her  nain  battery  on  the  right- 
hand  pair  of  seerohlights  - the  EAXO’s  - and  discontinued  training  left  to 
pick  up  the  CHOKA  »**  Mhy  the  VHCHWBS  did  not  immediately  open  firo  on 
the  KAKO  with  her  rendition  II  watch  is  nowhere  explained,  fo s all  turret 
guns  were  alree^  loaded,  the  emev  bearing  of  the  enemy  wee  known,  end  an 
excellent  range  the  ensay  had  been  obtained  by  radar.  Perhaps  the  state- 
ment of  ttie  Main  Battery  Control  Officer  that  tha  VUCNBK  vme  not  yet 
mnmed  and  reaty  -or  General  Quarters**  provides  the  olue  to  an  answer  - the 
gunnery  organisation  was  disrupted  by  the  shifting  from  Condition  of  Readi- 
ness II  to  Condition  of  Readiness  I. 

By  0151,  she  noted  a salvo  splash  short  of  one  of  the  two  Allied  oruis- 
era  astern  of  her***  - the  CHOKAI's  first  salvo  landing  600  yards  short  and 
ZOO  yards  ahead  of  the  ASTORIA****  - and  also  noted  gun  flashes  ou  a rela- 
tive bearing  of  2*6  degrees.***  These  fleshes  were  from  the  batteries  of 


* (hringTo  the  bruakdewn  of  iW”^dup summand  within  ihc  VHIHBffi  Group 
it  has  beerm*  necessary  hereinafter  to  evaluate  eeperetely  the  oon- 
duot  of  the  Cnmawnding  Officers  of  the  several  ahipa  of  that  group, 

**  Latter  undated  fro*  Lieut.  Coasdr.  R.  L.  Adams,  OSH,  Main  Battery  Con- 
trol Officer,  vnennots  to  Cress  sliding  Officer,  oonoeming  Action  of 
OSS  VIBCOTSS  off  Savo  Island,  August  Oth,  13*2. 

***  Letter  August  10th,  19*2  from  Lieut.  Com  dr.  R.  R.  Cralghill,  08V,  Sky 
Control  Officer,  VUCKVBES  to  Comeanding  Officer,  oonoerning  Bight 
Action  of  August  9th,  19*2, 

***•  Letter  August  13th,  10*2  from  Lieut,  Ccmdr.  V.  H.  Truesdell,  USB, 

'*■  "•fleer,  ASTORIA  to  Commanding  Officer,  oonoerning  light 
Crui,. ..  tion,  gust  9th,  19*2, 


the  AOBA  and  KAKO,  whioh  were  firing  on  the  QUINCY  and  VINCENt-’ES  respec- 
tively, Before  the  VINCENNES  could  fire  her  star  sheila  to  silhouette  the 
ships  whioh  were  illuminating  and  firing  on  the  VINCENNES  Croup,  she  ob» 
senrsd  a salvo  - the  KAKO's  first  - land  off  her  own  port  beam  about  600 
yards  short  in  range,*  The  battle  was  underway!  (Plate  Til) 

Since  the  Group  Commander  had  received  no  instructions  from  GTG 
62,6,**  and  was  unawe, re  that  he  was  thei  GTC  of  the  Western  Screen,  it  seems 
logical  that,  at  this  tw,  he  should  have  immediately  notified  C7G  62,5 
that  his  ship  and  his  group  wero  engaged  by  unidentified  and  unreported 
ships.  It  is  poasible  that,  under  the  surprise  and  duress  of  the  moment. 
Commander  VINCENNES  Group  was  principally  concerned  with  bringing  his  own 
ship  to  readiness  and  with  gaining  more  information  of  the  enes^y  ships  by 
star  shell  illumination* 

The  VINCENNES  fired  her  first  salro  of  star  sheila  from  her  port  five- 
inoh  battery  at  0151^.*  Since  the  AS  TOR  . A sighted  the  CHOKAI  silhouetted 
against  an  illumination  to  the  southwest;  at  about  this  time,  it  is  probable 
that  the  VINCENNES'  star  shells  burst  properly. 

At  about  0152,  the  VINCENNES  noted  another  Japanese  salvo  - the  KAKO's 
seoond  salvo  - land  just  100  yards  uhorH  of  her,***  It  appeared  to  the 
VINCENNES  at  this  time  tliat  there  were  many  sources  of  fire  all  along  her 
port  hand,  somewhat  comparable  to  a line  of  shore  butteries.*  This  impres- 
sion was  not  entirely  . ’"correct,  for  the  J&paneue  cruisers  extended  from  a 
bearing  of  227°(T)  tc  190°(T)  from  the  VINCENNES.  Most  of  tbe.'e  ships  were 
firing  at  this  time  - the  TENRYU  at  the  BAGLEY,  the  KINUGASA  at  the  CAN- 
SERF  A,  while  the  CHOKAI,  AOBA  and  KAKO  were  firing  at  the  VINCENNES  Group. 
Thus,  enemy  gunfire  was  visible  to  the  VINCENNES  in  an  arc  extending  from 
v bearing  slightly  forward  of  her  beam  to  almost  broad  on  her  port  quarter. 

Commander  VLJCENNE8  Group  was  by  now  fully  convinced  of  the  enemy 
character  of  the  firing  ships,  and  directed  his  two  screening  destroyers  - 

the  HELM  end  WIL30N  - to  attack.****  He  still  held  his  cruisers  on  course 


**  Letter  August  Kt'i,  YS42  iY^r  Lieut.  (jornclr.  K.  ft,  draighili,  tfSif, 
VINCENNES  to  Commanding  Officer,  concerning  Night  Action  of  August 
9th,  1942. 

**  Action  Report,  VINCENNES,  Report  of  Action  Occurring  off  Savo  Island 
( Guadalcanal -Florida  Island)  Area  - Night  of  August  8th-9th,  1942, 
Serial  0021,  August  14th,  1942. 

***  Letter  undated  from  Lieut,  Coadr.  R.  L.  Adams,  USN,  Main  Battery  Con- 
trol Offioer,  VINCENNES  to  Commanding  Officer,  conoerning  Action  of 
USS  VINCENNES  off  Savo  Island,  August  9th,  1942, 

****  Action  Report,  HELM,  Night  Engagement  off  Savo  Island,  Solomon  Is- 
lands, August  9th,  1942,  Serial  DD588/AlS-3(l29),  August  14th,  1942| 
and  Action  Report  VINCENNES,  Report  of  Action  Ooourring  off  Save 
Island  (Guadalcanal -Florida  Island)  Area  - Night  of  August  8th— 9th, 
1942,  Serial  0021,  August  14th,  1942, 


31 6° (r)  at  standard  speed  fifteen  knots,  he  had  lost  two  vital  minutes 
during  which  the  envoy  had  all  hut  found  the  range,  and  during  which  his 
own  ships  had  not  fired  a single  eight-inch  salvo.  Sven.  so.  Commander 
VINCKfflSa  Group  still  had  a chance  to  protect  the  transports  at  Tulagi  and 
vt  ths  same  tine  to  carry  out  the  doctrine  of  disengaging  his  group  by 
executing  a radical  increase  in  speed  and  a simultaneous  turn  away  to  the 
right  until  such  tine  an  his  ships  were  ready  to  return  the  fire.  By  so 
doing,  he  also  would  have  maneuvered  to  amid  any  enemy  torpedoes  that 
might  already  be  heading  through  the  water  toward  his  oruisers.  For  these 
and  other  reasons,  which  were  set  forth  in  detail  in  War  Instructions, 

1954  end  which  were  a canon  knowledge  o*  all  captains  and  witch  officers, 
it  is  considered  that  tha  action  of  Co^sanher  VIMC15MNBS  Group  in  holding 
course  and  speed  was  unsound.  (Plate  XIII) 

The  vrticenJES  was  straddled  by  the  IUO  at  about  0152  3/4  with  both 
8-iooh  and  4,7-inch  shells. * She  suffered  numerous  hits,  most  of  which 
were  in  the  carpenter  shop  and  the  hangar.  The  two  planes  in  the  hangar, 
which  fortunately  had  no  gasoline  in  their  tinka,  immediately  burst  into 
flame.**  One  5-inoh  shell  struck  the  port  side  of  the  bridge  forward,  and 
killed  the  Conamioatione  Officer  and  several  enlisted  mean. * 

At  about  0155,  che  VINCKfflfiS  finally  suooeaded  in  firing  her  first 
salvo  - a full  nine  gun  salvo  from  har  main  battery  direotcd  at  the  KAKO.** 
She  employed  as  the  firing  range  the  radar  range  of  8250  yards  obtained 
on  the  C90KAI  acme  three  minutes  earlier.***  The  VIKCBIBBS  did  not  see 
this  *alvo  land;  but  analysis  based  on  Diagram  "G"  indicates  that  it  fell 
about  SCO  yards  short,  since  the  range  at  this  time  was  actual ly  about  8800 
yards.  (Plate  XIV) 

At  about  0165&,  the  VINCENNES  was  hit  again  - thic  time  by  the  KAKO's 
fourth  mruvo.  The  mean  point  of  impact  was  over  in  range,  for  the  shells 
whistled  through  the  Y INC  ELVES’  rigging  or  hit  the  upp*-.*  works  of  the 
ship.*  Oue  shell  struck  Battle  II  Kid  the  antenna  trunks,  cutting  the 
searchlight  cablet,  and  putting  them  out  of  caasnission  for  the  remainder  c-f 
the  action.*  This  hit  also  caused  all  gun-control  eloctrioel  power  to  be 
lost,  temporarily  on  both  tho  main  and  secondary  batteries.*  The  VINCENNES 
shifted  to  auxiliary  power  until  the  gun-control  ulectrioal  power  was 

* Action  Report  Yisdl&ttniji,'  Report  of  Aoiion  Occurring  off  Savo  island 
(Guadalcanal -Florida  Island)  Area  - Night  of  August  8th-9th,  1942, 
Serial  0021,  August  14th,  1942. 

**  Letter  August  10th,  1942  from  Lieut.  Comdr.  R.  R.  Craighill,  USN, 

VI1ICFNNBS  to  Coomanding  Officer,  concerning  Night  Action  of  August  9th, 
1942. 

***  Letter  undated  from  Lieut.  Comdr.  R,  L.  Adame,  USN,  ttsin  Battery  Con- 
trol Offioer,  VINCENNES  'o  Commanding  Officer,  concerning  Action  of 
US3  VINCSNNES  off  3avo  Island,  August  9th,  1942. 
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tesborvd  about  om  minute  labor** 


Vhil*  the  Mtiea  continued,  On— nndsr  YHCESBRS  Croup  wi  k^klag  • 
running  estimate  of  the  situation.  Bo  woo  in  a no  at  difficult  situah^*n. 
for  ho  was  being  heavily  hit  while  ho  was  an  door  or  Inf  to  f ight  bia  own 
aL.p  and  to  guide  his  task  group  as  wall.  Bo  could  see  from  tho  rapid 
rats  of  ohango  of  bearing  of  tho  enemy  that  a reverse  action  was  bo  Inf 
fought*  and  that  tho  sosagr  would  soon  pass  under  his  storn  hoadod  tonards 
Magi.  Ho  oould  no  longor  tana  in  on  hia  baso  course  at  standard  speed* 
for  his  forward  turrsta  would  soon  roach  thsir  licit  of  train  and  would  bo 
unablo  to  boar  on  tho  cneny.  go  was  formed  to  aako  s turn  promptly,  If 
ho  wished  to  destroy  tho  en<ny  end  to  protoot  tho  shipping  et  Magi.  Bo 
dooidod  to  inorooso  spood  to  twonty  knots***  and  to  turn  by  ihultuoous 
ship's  turn  to  tho  loft  with  the  view  of  closing  tho  mamtg’  end  continuing 
around  on  a rovorso  o curse  if  h#  (tho  snssrqr)  stood  toward  the  transport 
sros.*« 


This  dooieion  reveals  that  Cosaaandor  VDK3MMB8  Group  had  an  approo lo- 
tion of  his  objeetivo  at  this  tins  but  still  did  not  understand  h^r  to  w» 
oonpllsh  it*  It  has  already  boon  pointed  out  that  his  bast  ohaneo  01 
interposing  his  group  for  tho  protection  of  the  transports  at  Magi  had 
boon  presented  at  0160.  Bo  h-  d failed  to  oapitalisa  on  this  opportunity 
tho.,  and  ho  had  failed  again  to  do  ao  at  01 6Z.  Bo  had  now  plaoed  himself 
in  a situation  where  his  guns  oould  no  longer  boar  on  the  snowy. 

While  a turn  to  tha  left  by  simultaneous  ships  turn  would  have  taapo- 
rarily  unasked  his  guns  to  port  and  would  have  permitted  hia  for  a limited 
tins  to  ooatlxaie  the  engagement  with  his  main  battoryi  it  would  also  have 
olosad  tha  range  at  a tins  whoa  tho  VIBCEHK8  Oroup  was  not  only  being 
heavily  hit  by  tho  asaqr,  but  had  not  as  yet  found  tha  range.  In  addition# 
is  it  not  clear  fmn  Diagram  "G"  that  during  auoh  a simultaneous  ships  turn 
his  fire  would  soon  have  become  blanketed  by  his  own  ships  and  h's  eTso" 
crossed? 

Bad  ho  turned  to  tha  right*  Increased  spood  to  twenty-five  knots  or 
greater  and  headed  toward  Tul&gi,  ho  night  have  reduood  somewhat  the  ef- 
fect ivsuoss  of  tho  Japanese  gunfire.  This  night  have  enabled  him  than  to 
oonoontrato  affectively  the  guns  of  his  own  group  on  re-engaging  tho  onosQr 
to  starboard  in  u normal  action  sad  ahculd  have  given  him  a better  ehanoe 
to  protoot  Tulagi.  therefore  hit  correct  novo  at  this  time  should  have 
bean  to  change  course  to  tho  right. 

* laiior  undated  KS  Lieut.  dondr.  it.  t.  Adams/ THflC  Ua!n  Battery  bm- 
trol  Of  floor,  VHCB0BS  to  Ccasscnding  Officer,  concerning  lotion  of 
DBS  YIVCMXMI  off  8avo  Island*  August  9th,  194*. 

**  lotion  Report,  YHCUHB8*  Report  of  lotion  Ooourring  off  favo  Island 
(Qua dal canal -Florida  Island)  Area  - light  of  August  8th- 9th,  1942* 

Serial  00*1*  August  14th.  19tt* 


Co—  nder  VIRCKRRES  Or -up  was  unable  to  transmit  his  deoision  to  ths 
rest  of  bit  group  because  all  intsr-ship  radio  oosemmioations  and  signal 
■oarohl ights  mors  out  of  commission*  and  «w an  ths  blinksr  signalling  tubas 
had  been  lost  in  ths  blast  on  tha  bridge.*  Ha  had  taken  too  long  to  arrive 
at  this  decision}  and  by  n am  tha  only  oourta  of  notion  opan  to  him  mas  to 
rasort  to  folioar-the-leader  taotios  with  tha  hops  that  his  other  captains 
mould  intarprat  his  intentions*  and  mould  maneuver  and  fight  thair  ships 
accordingly* 

In  following  this  plan*  ha  than  (at  016SJ)  o ban  gad  course  to  tha  laft 
to  about  276° (7)  and  inersassd  spsad  to  tmanty  knots. *•  His  can  ship  mas 
being  hit  continually  by  what  appeared  to  him  to  bs  8- Inch  and  6- inch 
shells.*  His  midships  section  was  on  fire,  and  tha  anti-aircraft  control 
stations*  both  forward  and  aft*  had  baan  heavily  hit.  Firs  fighting  mas 
inaffeotlv*  baoauaa  tha  firs  mains  had  baan  ruptursd  and  no  mater  mas 
available  topside*  although  the  firm  and  bilge  p«ps  mere  still  running.* 

When  the  TOCMO  lost  her  gun-control  eleetrieal  power,  she  had  baan 
firing  on  tha  KAKO.  By  the  time  her  power  bed  bean  restored*  end  she  mas 
ready  to  raaiaas  fire,  a now  right-hand  targat  had  appaared.  This  aaa  tha 
KHVQUI  mhioh  mas  now  entering  the  next  phase  of  the  battle.  The  VIRCKH- 
RS  isaeediataly  trained  on  this  new  target}  and  at  0164,  aha  fired  the 
second  full  salvo  from  her  nlna  8-inah  guns  at  it.***  3b*  evidently  had 

tha  oorieot  rang*  and  deflection*  for  this  salvo  hit  the  KIRUGA3A  and  *x- 
plodad  in  her  port  steering  eontroi  ro on.  The  VHCBBKE8*  obaervers  noted 
that  her  target  mad*  a radical  turn  to  the  left*  aa  though  out  of  control* 
and  was  no  longer  in  sight  alter  it  extinguished  its  searchlight  a,  •••* 

This  observation  mas  correct*  for  tha  KIRUGA8A  twporarlly  had  lost  steer- 
ing control  rod  veered  out  of  column.  (See  Plate  XT) 

YJSCSmKw  "eg  m44egaj>\^e<l  fee  4 me  Use  hnwrm>m  »>>*  ♦ Vw  j%amf  taapsK- 

light  target  to  the  left*  the  KAKO;  but  mat  unable  to  do  so*  since  her 
turrets  mould  not  bear „*•***  The  Group  Goosander's  forty  degrees  turn  to 


* 


XoHon  Report*  TSBBDV/lqiort  of1  Action  boaurring  off  Save  TslanS 
(Guadalcanal -Florida  Island)  Area  - light  of  August  8th-9th,  1942, 


Serial  0021*  August  14th*  1942. 

Latter  August  19th*  1942  from  Coaseander  A.  K.  Loker,  OSS.  levigating 
Qffioer*  vncSSISS  to  Canaan  ding  Officer  ooneerning  Right  Angagaaunt 
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Action  Report,  VXRCKRHC8,  Report  of  Action  Between  OSS  VIKCBMRS  and 
Japanese  Heavy  Cruisers  Rear  Save  Island  on  Right  of  August  8th- 9th, 
1942*  Serial  0022*  Ax«u»t  18th,  1942. 

Letter  August  10th*  1942  from  Lieut*  Ccmdr,  R*  R.  Craighlll,  08®, 
VOCKOTCS  to  Cowending  Officer*  ooaoarning  Right  Action,  August  9th, 


1942. 

Letter  undated*  from  Lieut.  Comdr.  K.  L.  Adaacs*  OSR,  Mala  Battery 
Control  Officer,  VOCBR8  to  Commanding  Officer*  concerning  Aatisav 
of  088  V DKmB  off  Savo  Island*  August  9th*  1942. 
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the  left  hed  not  been  greet  enough  to  compensate  for  the  rapid  rate  of 
ohenge  of  beering  to  the  left  of  hi*  fcmer  target. 

He  was  now  able  to  see  that  his  left  turn  had  placed  his  group  in  an 
even  sore  difficult  situation  than  it  had  been  in  previous  to  the  turn. 

His  own  ship  was  being  heavily  hit  and  he  could  see  the  QUINCY  on  fire  off 
his  port  quarter.*  His  ship  was  in  such  a line  of  bearing  relative  to  the 
Japanese  Eastern  Group  ss  to  insure  the  crossing  of  his  "Tee",  astern  with 
the  consequent  concentration  of  fire  on  his  rear  cruiser,  ths  ASTORIA. 

He,  therefore,  at  long  last  arrived  at  the  decision  he  should  have  made 
four  minutes  earlier  - to  change  course  to  the  right  by  a radical  turn  and 
to  increase  speed  to  twenty-five  knots.*  But  this  decision  now  did  not 
prcsaise  the  advantages  which  would  have  aoorued  from  its  execution  at  0160. 

The  VINCENNES  was  nerer  able  to  attain  acre  than  eighteen  knots 
through  the  water.;**  for  ct  about  0166,  while  in  the  right  turn,  she  was 
hit  by  a torpedo  on  her  port  side.  The  ship  shook  and  shuddered.  Although 
the  Commanding  Officer  believed  that  the  VINCENNES  had  been  hit  at  this 
time  by  two  or  three  torpedoes,  it  is  likely  that  she  was  hit  by  but  ons. 
This  bit  was  on  the  port  side  at  Prame  66  under  the  siok  bey.***  The  other 
two  hits,  which  the  VIHCKNMR8  attributed  to  torpedoes,  were  probably  made 
by  armor-piercing  shells  penetrating  the  hull  below  the  water  line**  in  a 
manner  similar  to  those  reported  by  the  Australian  Beard  of  Enquiry  in  the 
case  of  the  CANBESRA. 

The  torpedo  which  hit  the  VINCENNES  had  been  one  of  those  fired  by 
the  CHOKAI  shortly  after  0146,  or  roughly  one  and  one-half  to  two  minutes 
before  the  latter  turned  on  her  searchlights.  This  torpedo  had  to  run  at 
about  fifty  knots  to  have  oovered  the  10,600  yards  in  approximately  six 
and  one-half  minutes. 

The  Commanding  Officer,  VINCENNES  thought  this  torpedo  hsd  been  fired 
by  an  enemy  submarine.  He  hsd  not  suraisod  that  it  might  have  oone  frost  a 
Japanese  cruiser,  even  though  ths  United  States  Navy  had  been  studying  and 
discussing  ths  danger  from  torpedo  fire  by  Japanese  cruisers  long  before  the 
war.  He  explained  ills  viewpoint  on  the  basis  that  no  flashes  from  enemy 
torpedo  tubes  hed  been  sighted  in  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy  searchlight* 


* Action  Report,.  VWceJINES,  Report  of  Action" Occurring  off  Savo  Island 
(Guadalcanal -Flo rids  Island)  Area  - Night  of  August  8th- 9th,  1942, 
Serial  0021,  August  14th,  1942. 

**  Letter  August  13th,  1942,  from  Commander  A.  K.  Loksr,  03N,  Navigating 
Officer,  VINCENNES  to  Cossamnding  Officer  concerning  Night  Engagement 
with  Enemy  Early  Morning  August  9th,  1942,  page  2. 

***  Loss  in  Aotion,  QUINCY,  ASTORIA,  VINCENNES,  Battle  of  Save  Island 
August  9th,  1942,  War  Damage  Report  No.  29,  MavShipa  29(374)  Bureau 
of  Ships,  Navy  Departnecit,  June  12th,  1943,  page  16. 


prior  to  this  hit.*  Hi*  action  in  holding  oourse  315°(T)  for  four  minutes 
after  the  engagement  coiaroonoed  - and  nine  minutes  after  the  first  alert 
to  enemy  action  - indicates  that  Coarander  VINCENNES  Group  may  well  have 
overlooked  the  danger  from  enemy  torpedoes,  either  from  submarines  or 
cruisers. 

Immediately  after  having  been  hit  by  the  torpedo,  the  VINCENNES  lost 
steering  control  on  the  bridge;  but  was  able  to  steer  from  the  steering 
engine  roan.  She  also  lest  all  main  battery  power,  although  the  internal 
communication  circuit  remained  intact.  A hit  in  Uain  Battery  Control  Aft 
killed  moat  of  the  personnel  and  wrecked  the  station**  blowing  the  director 
over  the  side.***  Power  for  turrets  I and  III  was  provided  by  the  auxil- 
iary diesel  generators,  but  poorer  for  turret  II  was  completely  lost  so 
that  the  craw  was  forced  to  operate  the  turret  by  hand  powar**  - an  ex- 
tremely alow  process,  indeed. 

About  this  time.  No.  Four  fireroom  was  flooding  from  a hit,  reported 
to  be  by  torpedo,  and  was  thereafter  abandoned.  Owing  to  the  slcrwnoss 
with  which  this  fireroom  flooded  - it  took  seven  minutes  for  the  water  to 
reach  the  floorplates  - it  is  quite  likely  that  the  fireroom  had  beon  dis- 
abled by  an  8-inoh  shell  which  had  penetrated  the  hull  below  the  water  line 
and  had  then  detonated,  rather  than  by  a torpedo.**** 

For  some  reason.,  probably  the  accumulative  shook  to  the  equipment 
caused  by  the  exploding  sheila  and  the  torpedo  hit,  diffioulties  were  also 
experienoed  In  firorooms  Two  and  Three.  In  fireroom  No.  Two  it  was  impos- 
sible to  get  oil  suction,  and  in  fireroom  No.  Three  steam  pressure  was 
lost  and  could  not  bo  regained.  As  a consequence,  the  VINCENNES  commenced 
losing  her  motive  power  and  gradually  slowed  down. 

Also  aoout  this  time,  as  the  VINCENNES  was  still  being  heavily  hit 
despite  her  attempted  turn  to  the  north,  the  Commanding  Officer  attempted 
to  change  course  to  the  left;  but  was  unable  to  do  so  because  the  steering 


"""*  Action  Report,  VINCENNES,  Report  of  Action  Occurring  off  Savo  Island 
(Guadaloanal-Florida  Island)  Area  - Night  of  August  8th-9th,  1942, 
Serial  0021,  August  14th,  1942. 

**  Action  Report,  VINCENNES,  Report  of  Action  Between  USS  Vincennes  and 
Japanese  Heavy  Cruisers  Near  Savo  Island  on  Night  of  August  8th-9th, 
1942,  Serial  0022,  August  16th,  1942. 

***  Personal  Interview  of  Captain  Frederick  L.  Riefkohl,  USN,  Commanding 
Qffioer,  VINCEN7JES,  reoorded  January  26th,  1945  by  the  Chief  of  Naval 
Operations,  Offico  of  Naval  Reoords  and  Library. 

****  Loss  in  Action,  QUINCY,  ASTORIA,  VINCENNES,  Battle  of  Savo  Island, 
August  9th,  1942,  War  Damage  Report  No.  29,  NavShips  29(374)  Bureau 
of  Ships,  Navy  Department,  June  lfth,  1943,  page  16. 


control  m out,  E a than  ondeavorsd  to  ateer  by  his  engines.  He  ordered 
the  port  engine  stopped  but  there  was  no  reply  frost  the  engine  order  tele- 
graph. He  di 'covered  that  he  oould  not  establish  oomamioation  by  any 
telephones  though  the  ships  service  telmhone  was  heard  to  ring.  Ho  there- 
fore sent  a men* anger  to  obtain  information  and  to  ascertain  condition*  in 
the  engine  roon, * 

Being  unable  to  change  oourse  to  the  left  he  continued  along  what 
appears  to  have  been  an  approximate  oourse  of  285°(T)  from  0156  to  0158. 
About  0J.68  he  Managed  to  change  oourse  to  the  right  to  540°(T).  During  the 
turn,  turrets  I and  II  reached  their  limit  of  train  to  port  and  oould  not 
fire*  However,  it  seems  probable  that  at  this  time,  turret  III  fired  at 
least  one  three- gun  salvo  at  tho  Japanese  Eastern  Group.  Throughout  this 
period,  the  VINCsSNNKS  continued  to  be  heavily  hit  by  Japanese  shells. 

At  0200,  the  VINCSBfHSS  was  bearing  083°(T),  distant  10,000  yards  from 
the  center  of  Save  Island. 

(2)  Aotion  by  QUINCY 

The  Comnanding  Officer,  QUINCY  had  been  on  the  bridge  for  two  minutes 
when  the  Japanese  searchlight*  came  on  at  0150  and  illuminated  the  VIN- 
CENNES Croup.  The  QUINCY  had  been  the  first  oruissr  of  this  group  to  go  to 
General  Quarters,  but  the  Coesaanding  Off leer  knew  that  she  had  not  had  time 
a*  yet  to  fully  nan  all  stations  and  get  ready.  Since  he  did  not  live  to 
explain  hi*  reactions  at  this  time,  or  his  mental  prooesses  later,  his  run- 
ning estimate  through  the  engagement  will  never  be  known  accurately.  But 
an  attempt  is  Bade  in  this  study  to  glean  a reasonable  reconstruction  of  his 
actions  t‘", n the  statements  of  others. 

The  glare  of  the  Japanese  searchlights  on  the  QUINSY  had  oaught  her  by 
surprise.  Although  bridge  observers  and  tiky  Aft  had  detected  the  silhouet- 
tes of  three  Japanese  oruisezu  to  the  southwest  at  0148,  there  is  no  evi- 
dence that  this  information  was  given  either  to  the  Commanding  Officer  or 
to  the  gunnery  control  station*.  Lacking  this  information,  the  Commanding 
Officer  immediately  ordered  the  recognition  lights  turned  on,  and  asked 
the  Offioer-of-the-Deok  which  way  h«?  oould  turn.  That  officer  answered 
"to  the  right".  The  Cwmandlag  Officer  immediately  asked  the  same  ques- 
tion again,  and  received  the  same  r^soly.**  His  use  of  the  night  fighting 
lights  in  a cruiser  meant,  according,  to  dootrine,  that  he  was  identifying 
his  Allied  oharaotav*  in  a confused  situation  where  it  was  possible  that  he 
might  be  fired  upca  by  friendly  vessels.***  His  question  as  to  which 


~ To€To¥  TfcYoV^  YIlFJgMg/  TKporb  of  Teflon  TOfeen  WmCHHIB' end 
Japanese  Heavy  Cruisers  Near  Save  Island  on  Night  of  August  3th-9tt, 
1942,  Serial  0022,  August  16th,  1942. 

**■  Written  statement  August  10th,  1942,  by  Lieut.  (Jg)  C.  D.  Clarke, 
USNR,  Offioer-of-the-Deck,  QUKCY, 

***  War  Instructions,  United  States  Navy,  1954.  Chapter  VIII,  Section  XV, 
"Night  Fighting  Lights",  page  56„ 


direction  to  turn  indicates  that  he  thought  that  an  enemy  submarine  had 
bean  discovered  on  tha  surface  and  that  friendly  ships  ~ probably  the 
AUSTRALIA  Group  - had  closed  tha  VINCENNES  Group  in  pursuit  of  this  sub- 
marine and  ware  now  illuminating  it.  Falsa  repot  ks  of  submarines  on  tha 
surface  ware  made  by  various  ships  during  this  night,  A olue  to  these 
reports  is  provided  by  the  report  of  HMAS  HOBART,  in  the  SAX  JUAN  Group* 
which  at  2004  had  illminated  a "submarine  on  the  surface"  only  to  find 
that  it  was  the  wreckage  of  one  of  tha  many  Japanese  torpedo  bombers  which 
had  been  shot  down  the  preceding  day.* 

Besides  his  inherent  submarine  consciousness  attained  during  his  long 
tour  of  seoort  duty  in  tha  Atlantic,  tha  Contending  Officer  had  recent  and 
immediate  reasons  for  thinking  thet  an  enemy  -juumrrire  had  bean  ’isoovered. 
He  had  received  two  oontnot  reports  from  aircraft  of  submarines  approaching 
TULAGI.  In  addition*  he  had  bean  alerted  by  CTF  62* • two  warning  die- 
patches  to  IF  62.  The  f 1:  st  dispatch  received  at  0710  stated  "Beamy  sub- 
marine reported  near.  May  enter  area  today,”**  The  cecond  dispatch  received 
at  1207  atatedi  "There  are  possibly  one  or  acre  submarines  in  the  trans- 
port area,"*** 

It  is  rather  singular  that  the  Cowrnding  Officer*  QUINCY  did  not 
consider  that  the  ships  illuminating  th  V INC 8*3058  Group  were  enemy  cruis- 
ers, For  he  had  received  over  the  HCOT  Fox  schedule  at  about  1900,  August 
8th,  s oontaot  report  of  a foros  of  Japanase  cruisers  and  seaplane  tenders* 
or  gunbrnts,  sighted  at  3026  on  the  8th  off  Bougainville  on  a southeaster- 
ly course,  A plot  of  this  oontaot  would  have  shown  that  at  laast  a part 
of  this  force  could  reach  Iren  Bottom  Sound  between  0130  end  0200  and  was 
oapable  of  attacking  TF  62  thet  night.  He  seems  to  have  overlooked  this 
enemy  capability  - as  bad  both  CTF  52  and  CTG  S2.S  - for  he  did  not  inform 
his  Heeds  of  Departments*  nor  did  he  make  any  pertinent  entry  in  his  Night 
Order  Book, 

If  we  accept  the  logic  of  the  abovs  discussions,  than  it  follows  that 
the  Commanding  Off  low's  query  to  the  Officer-of-the-Deok  - as  to  which 
way  to  turn  - was  wise  logloal.  However,  oefore  ha  oould  take  uny  action* 
two  orders  were  received  from  Co— sandar  VINCENNES  Group  over  the  TBS  voloe 
radio.  The  first  order  was  "Steam  at  standard  speed,  fifteen  knots!” 

The  other  w*st  ''Firs  on  the  searchlights!"  The  effect  of  thj*s  orders 
on  the  Co— wading  Officer*  QDIICY  wae  to  keep  hist  in  oolu— i formation  con- 
forming to  the  course  end  speed  of  hie  Group  Cowman der,  who  obviously 


18"  £o  Icilon  &eporl  <!ft}  6&,S  concerning  5’Irs^  ^a?fle  of  Sevo 
Island  August  9th,  1942  to  CTF  .62,  Serial  A,F,lC)66/l6,  August  13th* 
1942  which  io  Letter  August  16th*  1942  from  Cossaanding  Officer,  HXAS, 
HOBART  to  CTF  44{CfG  62, G)  "Narrative  of  Night  of  6th-9th  August, 
1942". 

**  CTF  62  Dispatch  072000,  August  1942,  to  TF  62. 

***  CTF  62  Dispatch  090107,  August  1942,  to  All  Stations, 
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considered  the  searchlights  were  from  enemy  ships.  Concurrent  with  thr, 
receipt  of  the  second  message,  he  directed  the  Gunnery  Officer  to  "fire 
on  the  searchlights JR* 

Just  before  0151,  the  QUINCY  observed  the  CHOKAI’s  first  salvo  land 
short  of  the  ASTORIA**  and  the  KAKO's  first  salvo  land  short  of  the  VIN- 
CENNES.* (Plate  XII) 

At  0151  the  QUINCY  succeeded  in  obtaining  a stereoscopic  range  finder 
range  of  8400  yards  on  an  enemy  searchlight,*  As  the  range  to  the  AOBA  at 
this  tino  was  8400  yards,  according  to  Diagram  "G",  and  since  the  AOBA.  was 
the  second  ship  in  formation  and  therefore  the  logical  target  for  the 
QUINCY,  it  seems  highly  probable  that  this  range  aas  taken  on  the  AOBA's 
searchlight.  The  QUINCY  was  unable  to  tska  advantage  of  this  excellent 
range  and  settle  on  a suitable  target,  because  of  circumstanoe^  that  caused 
unusual  delay  and  confusion  incident  to  shifting  from  Condition  of  Readiness 
II  to  Condition  of  Readiness  I.  The  implicationa  of  these  circumstances 
warrant  a digression  from  the  battle  narrative  at  this  point  for  discussing 
their  causes  and  effects  on  the  QUINCY’s  performance  in  this  night  action. 

The  requirement  that  all  anti-aircraft  batteries  (torpedo  defensnj 
fully  manned  et  all  times  during  Condition  II  created  a battle  organiiation 
which  employed  personnel  on  the  broadside  guns  from  the  other  batteries. 
Consequently,  these  personnel  had  to  first  be  relieved  before  they  could 
proceed  to  their  regular  battle  stations  which,  in  many  cases,  were  in  dis- 
tant parts  cf  the  ship.  The  QUINCY  unfortunately  accomplished  the  setting 
of  Condition  ZED  - maximum  watertight  integrity  - before  the  General  Quart- 
ers Stations  were  fully  manned.  The  direct  result  of  this  was  that  many 
officers  and  men  were  never  able  to  reach  their  battle  stations  because 
the  watertight  doors  and  hatches  were  buttoned  down.  Such  delay  and  confu- 
sion would  not  have  occurred  had  the  personnel  been  assigned  Condition  II 
watches  that  were  either  the  same  as,  or  in  close  proximity  to,  their 
regular  battle  stations.* 

It  is  presumed  that  tlie  "current  doctrine"  then  ia  force  - the  coirp'!  ^te 
manning  of  the  anti-aircruft  batteries  at  all  tines  when  in  Condition  of 
Readiness  II  - was  to  provide  the  maximum  readiness  against  possible  anemy 
submarines  on  the  surface  at  night.  This  could  have  had  real  manning  in 
the  QUINCY,  for  that  ship  had  but  recently  (June  10th)  arrived  in  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean  from  long  servioe  in  the  submarine-infested  Atlantic  Ocean. 


* Action  Report",  d'JWcY,  Engagement  liorning'jCugust  Sth,  1942(  oft  duadal- 
oanal  Island,  by  Lieut.  Comdr.  H.  B.  Heneber^or , USN,  Senior  Surviving 
Officer,  QUINCY,  Serial  CA39/AlG-3/(004)hmo,  August  16th,  1942,  page  2. 

**  Written  Statement  of  Lieut,  (jg)  R.  H,  UoKlligott,  USN,  Sky  Af  Officer, 


QUINCY,  August  10th, 


1942. 
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It  is  believed  that  the  QUINCY's  awareness  of  the  effectiveness  of  sub- 
marines in  the  Atlantic  and  her  further  consciousness  that  main-battery 
guns  had  been  of  little  importance  against  the  German  su'ooarine,  were 
chiefly  contributory  to  her  failure  to  provide  effective  measures  of 
organisation  for  combat  operations  against  surface  flips  in  the  Pacific, 

The  torpedo  defense  battery  had  been  the  prime  reapc  i in  the  Atlantic;  and 
the  fact  that  it  was  not  so  important  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  had  not  been 
fully  appreciated  as  yet  within  the  QUTNCY.  Hence,  the  QUINCY'S  battle 
organisation  was  designed  to  favor  the  torpedo  defense  battery  rather  than 
the  main  battery.  This  organisation  required  that  personnel  ba  taken  #froia 
other  stations,  the  manning  of  which,  while  not  important  against  subma- 
rines, became  highly  important  against  surface  ships . 

One  of  the  particularly  unfortunate  outgrowths  of  the  QUINCY’ a battle 
organisation  vat  the  necessity  for  relieving  the  talkers  - the  men  who  man- 
ned the  telephones  and  transmitted  orders  and  information,*  This  ahift  of 
personnel  seriously  interfered  with  the  prompt  and  accurate  flow  of  com- 
munications with  the  consequence,  pointed  out  earlier,  that  neither  the 
PATTERSON’S  warning  message:  "three  enemy  ships  inside  Savo  Island",  re- 

ceived on  the  bridge  at  0147^-,  nor  the  bridge  observation  of  the  silhouet- 
tes of  three  Japanese  cruisers  made  at  0146,  wuo  transmitted  from  the 
bridge  to  the  gunnery  control  stations. 


Likewise,  Sky  Aft  - the  after  anti-airoraft  director  officer  - alto 
observed  these  three  silhouettes  and  reported  them  to  Slcy  Control**  - the 
officer  in  control  of  all  anti-aircraft  fire;  yet,  there  i*  no  evidence 
that  the  latter  officer  forwarded  thia  information  either  to  the  Command- 
ing Officer  or  to  the  gunnery  control  stations.  It  appears  possible  that, 
had  tbe  latter  stations  been  alerted  to  the  presence  of  these  silhouettes. 
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her  Condition  of  Peadiness  II  gunnvry  organisation,  as  had  the  ASTORIA. 
As  it  happened,  the  gunnery  control  stations  were  not  alerted  until  they 
were  surprised  by  the  glare  of  ths  Japanese  searchlights  on  the  cruiser 
column  at  0150.* 


A possible  additional  retarding  influence  may  have  been  psychological 
in  nature,  for  there  was  a feeling  in  the  QUINCY  th  t the  ships  whioh  hsd 


* Action  Report,  QUINCY.  Engagement  Morning  August  9th,  1942  off  Guadal- 
canal Island,  by  Lieut.  Comdr.  U.  B.  Heneberger,  USH,  Senior  Surviving 
Offioer,  QUINCY,  Serial  CA39/A16-3/(004)hmo,  Auguet  16th,  1942.  para. 
5(k). 

**  Written  Statement  of  Lieut,  (jg)  R.  H.  MoKlligott,  USN,  Sky  Aft  Of- 
fioer,  QUINCY,  August  10th,  1942. 


illuminated  and  were  firing  on  'eh*  VIBCEHNES  Group  wore  friendly.*  Mootn- 
touj  enough,  this  s«me  feeling  was  noted  in  the  ASTORIA,**  and  in  the 

vnrceinEa.*** 

At  about  0151$,  the  QUDfCY  observed  the  AODA's  first  salvo  land  off 
her  port  bowj****  end  within  50  seconds  she  noted  AOBA*  a second  salvo  land 
off  her  starboard  side  - over  in  range  about  2G0  yards ****** 

In  the  meantime,  the  QUIACT  was  making  p nap  a rati  or  a to  fire  starehells 
to  port,******  This  was  correct  procedure,  particularly  when  taken  by 
surprise,,  sinoe  the  employment  of  searohlight*  would  have  provided  the 
enuoy  with  a definite  point  of  aim. 

At  0162$,  the  AOBA' a third  salvo  itruok  the  QUIACT  on  her  main  deck 
aft,  disabling  the  Humber  Three  mount  of  the  1 .1”  machine  gun  battery  and 
starting  a firs  on  the  fan-tail.  The  QUIXCT  Immediately  flooded  the  1.1 
clipping  roam  for  this  mount  and  succeeded  for  a time  in  keeping  th*  fire 
in  check  in  this  area. 

Shortly  after  0165,  the  QPIHCT  w*.«  hit  on  her  bridge  by  the  AOBA's 
fourth  salvo.  This  salvo  aooaaeplished  mors  damage  to  personnel  than  to 
material  and  wotndad  several  persons,  including  the  Supervisory-Officer- 
of-the-Watoh.  This  of fleer* a battle  station  was  with  one  of  the  repair 
partial j but  sinoe  it  took  him  several  minutes  to  orient  the  C (amending 
Officer  to  the  situation,  he  was  delayed  until  after  the  set'  Lag  of  Condi- 
tion Z2D,  He  undoubtedly  decided  to  r ram  In  on  the  bridge  rainer  than  to 
open  doors  and  hatches,  thereby  impairing  bar  watertight  integrity  while 
the  QUHCY  was  under  fire. 

Meanwhile,,  the  OUDKTT  endeavored  to  fire  star  shells  to  port,  and 
succeeded  by  0164  in  placing  the  star  shells  in  the  fuse  pots  of  the  port 
battery.  The  ooMmuni  cat  ions  in  the  ant.l-aircraft  battery  were  confused. 


* Action  Report,  Q99ST7  ^Sgagsmeet  Morning  August  9th,  155?  off  Sued- 
alcana  1 Island,  by  Lieut.  Caadr.  H.  B.  3en*berger,  USI,  Senior  Sur- 
viving Offioer,  QUIICT,  Serial  CAS9/A16-5/(004)hne»  August  16th, 

1942  para.  6(k), 

**  Action  Report,  ASTCRIA,  Battle  of  Savo  Island,  Serial  AF57/A16-5/ 
(00600),  August  20th,  1942,  page  4, 

***  Action  Report  VIJSCEM1ES,  Report  of  Action  Occurring  off  Savo  Island 
( Guadal canal -Florida  Island;  Area  - light  of  August  3th- 9th,  1942 r 
Serial  0021,  August  14th,  1942. 

**•*  Written  Statement  of  Lieut.  Caadr.  J.  D.  Andrew,  083,  Assistant 
Ouoanery  Offioer,  QUI1CT,  August  16th,  1942. 

*****  Written  Statement  undated  by  Lieut.  (Jg)  S»  L.  Kempf,  OSAR,  Q0I1CT, 

and  written  statement  August  10th,  1942,  ly  1st  Lieut.  F.  8.  Aldridge, 
OSMC,  qpiffCT. 

*****  Written  Statement  August  10th,  1942,  by  Lieut. (Jg)  B.  H.  MeS'ligott, 
OS*,  Sky  Aft  Officer,  CSJIACT,  and  by  Ifcmign  J.  H.  Tighe,  U3BR, 

Member  2 Battery  Offioer,  QUibCTT. 
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end  that**  it  no  record  of  an  order  being  given  to  the  port  battery  to  fir* 
the  star  sheila.  At  this  tine  (0154)  she  ni  struck  by  the  AOBA's  fifth 
salvo  which  put  her  anti-aircraft  guns  siz  and  eight  out  of  aotion,  killing 
most  of  their  gun  orwws  and  exploding  the  amunition  in  the  ready  service 
boxes.  Her  rests  la Ing  two  anti-aircraft  guns  on  the  port  side,  guns  two  and 
four,  lost  a nuabe?  of  key  personnel  from  this  sax*  salvo*  Plying  fragments 
out  the  cartridge  oases  of  the  star  sheila  in  t L»  fuse  pots  causing  them  to 
burn  "like  Roman  Candles".*  The  port  battery  was  rendered  useless  at  this 
time,  and  more  munition  ready-boxes  exploded.** 

About  this  time  the  Commanding  Officer,  QUINCY  observed  that  the  VIN- 
CENNES we"  wsking  a radical  turn  of  about  forty  degrees  to  the  left.*** 

He  die  not  know  what  Commander  VINCENNES  Group  had  in  mind  by  this  turn, 
for  he  had  received  no  inetruotione . It  is  logical  that  ha  would  normally 
*u>.js»  that  Commander  vmcSKBS  Croup  was  ende&roring  to  bring  wore  guns 
to  bear  on  the  enemy;  and  chat  suoh  a radieal  change  was  neoassary  because 
of  the  rapid  rate  of  a hang*  of  searing  of  the  enemy  targets.  Consequently, 
he  decided  to  change  oourse  to  the  left  by  ship's  turn  to  parallel  the  new 
course  of  VINC5NKES  in  order  to  bring  more  of  his  own  guns  to  bear,  rather 
than  to  execute  a turn  by  column  movement.  Had  ho  decided  to  follow  the 
VINCKHHES  to  the  left  by  oolvssn  movement,  he  might  have  contributed  to 
thwarting  the  Japanese  from  creasing  the  "Tee"  from  the  rear.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  his  battariee  oould  soon  commence  fire  his  gun  power  would  have 
been  seriously  rwduoed  during  this  oritioal  time,  sinoe  his  forward  guns 
would  be  unable  to  bear.  Furthermore,  had  he  held  the  QUD7CT  on  the  bees 
course  for  a longer  time,  there  was  the  possibility  that  she  might  have 
intercepted  e nasty  torpedoes.  Hie  deoieion  therefore  to  change  course  to 
the  left  by  ship's  turn  was  correct.  (See  Plate  XV) 

Just  before  0155,  the  AOBA's  sixth  salvo  hit  QUINCY' * well  deck  and 
set  afire  the  airplane  seoured  thare.  Exploding  gasoline  was  sprayed  over 
the  well  deok,  the  boat  deck  and  the  airplane  on  the  port  catapult,  start- 
ing fires.  The  Commanding  Offioer  ordered  that  the  burning  plane  on  the 
port  oatepult  be  shot  off,  but  in  the  confusion  the  order  was  not  carried 
out.  These  fires  enveloped  the  plana  on  the  starboard  oatapult  and  spread 
rapidly.  Soon  the  QUINCY  was  illuminated  so  brightly  amidships  that  the 
AOBA,  as  a consequence,  was  observed  to  turn  off  her  searchlight.* 


*TCaCIon  Report,  Engagement  Horning  August  ^th.  Bl?  off1  Guad- 

alcsnal  Island  by  Lieut,  Comdr.  H.  B.  Henoberger,  USN,  Senior  Surviving 
Offioer,  Serial  CA39/Al«-3/(004)hmc,  August  16th,  1942. 

**  Writtan  Statement  August  10th,  1942,  by  Ensign  J.  H.  Tighe,  USER, 

Port  Battery  Officer,  QUINCY. 

***  Written  Statement  August  10th,  1942,  by  Lieut. (Jg)  B.  P.  Clarke,  USER, 
Officer-of-the-n*ek,  QUINCY. 
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At  about  0156,  the  Commander  VINCENNES  Group  noted  the  QUINCY  was  aft 
and  on  the  port  hand  of  the  VINCENNES,  and  was  afire.*  The  Cowman ding 
Offloer,  ASTORIA  also  noted  that  the  QUINCY  at  this  tlae  had  fires  raging 
aaidahips.ee  By  this  time  the  QUINCY  was  in  a line  of  bearing  froa  VIN- 
091X8  about  ten  or  fifteen  degrees  to  the  left  of  the  base  course  of 
S16°(T),**  and  was  headed  about  forty-degrees  to  the 

About  this  tiae  the  Coamanding  Officer  was  heard  on  the  bridge  giving 
excited  ooaaands,***  What  these  onmands  wore  or  to  whoa  addressed  is 
not  disclosed,  but  they  probably  had  to  do  with  the  QUINCY'S  failure  to 
open  fire.  He  had  every  reason  to  be  aroused,  for  approximately  eight 
minutes  had  now  elapsed  since  the  sounding  of  "General  Quarters"  and  his 
ship  had  not  as  yet  fired  a single  shot  either  froa  her  stain  battery  or 
frost  her  anti-aircraft  battery.  She  was  being  hit  by  a heavy  oonoentration 
of  ehalls  but  was  not  tiring  in  return.  The  ncoesaity  for  expediting  the 
opening  of  fire  by  the  QUINCY  was  eritioal. 

It  was  at  this  tiae  that  the  saoke,  fines,  and  glare  of  the  firea 
amidships  oossaenoed  interfering  with  the  fire  ooutrol  stations.  The  line 
of  sight  froa  the  forward  stations  in  the  dlreotion  of  the  enasty  wee  ob- 
scured. the  after  stetione  were  ao  enveloped  in  the  fvuaas  and  smoke  that 
they  became  untenable  and  had  to  be  evacuated.****  Neither  the  QUINCY'* 
original  target,  the  AOQA,  nor  the  other  ahipa  of  the  Japanese  Eastern 
Group  oould  be  seen,  because  their  searchlights  were  not  neoessavy  against 
the  self-illuminated  ahipa  of  the  VINCENNES  Group  whioh  were  all  ablats 
at  this  tiae.  Additionally,  the  QUINCY  was  steaming  through  the  saoke 
from  the  guns  and  froa  the  firea  raging  on  tha  VINCENNES,  nhich  the  light 
wind  wet  not  carrying  clear  of  the  fcmation.  It  was  oxtreraely  difficult, 
and  in  aoae  oasea  impossible,  for  the  QUINCY  to  sight  the  enaay  av  this 
time,* 

At  about  0155,  Spot  I was  able  to  sake  out  a searchlight  to  the  south- 
westward  through  the  difficult  sighting  conditions  prevailing  at  the  time. 
He  estimated  the  target  angle  as  sixty  degrees,  range  6,000  yards,  target 
■peed  fifteen  knots;  and  he  ao  reported  to  control,*****  This  data,  how- 
ever much  in  error,  was  greatly  weloowsd  by  the  fire  oontrol  officer, 
ainoe  it  was  tha  first  target  that  had  been  made  out  since  0151-  when  the 

” * Action  ttsport,  QtllWcSf , &gag«atenV  Corning  August  5th,  1942  off  (Juad- 
aleanal  Island  by  Lieut.  Ccevir,  H.  B.  Heneberr^r,  USN,  Senior  Surviv- 
ing Offloer.  Serial  UA39/A16-S/(004)hmc,  Augu  , 16th,  1942. 

*»  Aotlon  Report,  ASTORIA,  Battle  of  Sevo  Island,  August  9th,  1942, 
Serial  AP37/A16-S/(00500)  August  20th,  1942,  para.  IS. 

*•*  Written  Statement  August  10th,  1942,  by  Lieut. (jg)  J.  H.  Me^,  USSR, 
***•  Written  Statement  August  10th,  1942,  by  Lieut. (jg)  C„  H.  McSlligobt, 
USN.  Sky  Aft  Offloer,  QUINCY. 

*****  Written  Statement  August  10th,  1942,  by  Lieut, (jg)  R.  3.  Hopkins, 

USN,  QUINCY, 
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range  of  8400  yards  had  been  obtained  on  the  AOBA't  •’earolilight.  At  the 
time,  the  Fire  Control  Offioer  thought  that  this  target  was  the  name  ahip 
that  had  been  firing  at  the  QUINCY  so  devastatingly.*  However,  analyaio 
diaoloaea  that  the  QUINCY's  new  target  waa  not  the  AO BA  at  all,  but  was  a 
ahip  of  the  Japanese  Western  Group  - the  FURUTAKA,  whioh  had  now  enterod 
the  action  with  the  VINCENNES  Group*  The  FURUTAKA  had  turned  her  search" 
lights  cn  the  QUINCY  at  0156  and  had  oponed  fire  on  her,*»  thi:3  revealing 
her  presence.  The  FURUTAKA  waa  still  on  course  000° (T)  at  trenty-six  knots, 
following  the  TEIJRYU  at:  a distanoe  of  roughly  1500  yards,  ar.a  had  nut  as 
yet  reached  the  point  where  the  TENRYU  had  changed  course  et  0155  to  0?0° 
(T).  The  QUINCY  at  this  time  bore  040°(T)  from  the  FURUTAKA , a -ording  to 
Diagram  "G". 

The  taotioal  situation  was  now  becoming  serious.  Japanese  heavy  ships 
were  not  only  crossing  the  QUINCY's  stern,  but  an  additional  one  - the 
FURUTAKA  - had  appeared  off  her  port  bow  and  had  comenceu  firing.  The 
QUINCY  was  now  being  fired  c-  from  two  directions.  The  Commanding  Officer 
undoubtedly  considered  thr  RUTAKA  to  be  his  primary  target,  not  only  be- 
cause of  her  comparative  closeness  but  also  because  of  her  torpedo  poten- 
tiality. He  therefore  decided  to  engage  her  with  his  entire  main  battery. 

The  QUINCY  consequently  trained  her  main  battery  on  the  FURUTAKA  and 
prepared  to  fire,  using  a firing  range  of  6,000  yards.  Prior  to  opening 
fire,  she  obtained  a radar  range  of  5800  yards,  but  this  range  was  not  used 
with  the  first  salvo.***  Plotting  analysis  establishes  the  time  as  about 
0168  when  the  actual  range  from  the  QUINCY  to  the  FURUTAKA  was  5800  yards. 
She  then  at  about  0159  fired  her  first  main  battery  salvo.  The  time  of 
this  salvo  was  determined  by  two  f~~  ^rss  (a)  by  the  written  statement  of 
one  of  the  engineering  •+*  *>  wh  i he  t eoorded  0158  ae  the  time  of  the 

QUINCY's  first  siain  b* ■_ - s&iv  ■---•*  (actually  it  waa  a littla  later):  and 
(b)  by  the  degree  of  promptness  of  firing  the  QUINCY's  first  sslvo  after 
having  obtained  a range  on  the  FURUTAKA. 

This  salvo  was  a full  nine-cun  and  was  fired  on  a bearing  of 

approximately  217°(T).  In  view  of  t ifferenee  between  the  firing  range 

and  the  radar  range,  the  QUINCY  app  u a oor root ion  for  the  seoond  salvo 
of  "down  200  yards"  and  "no  change"  :n  deflection,  without  waiting  to  ob- 
serve the  fall  of  shot. 


* Statement  of  Captain  $.  B.  HeneWrgar , IiSN,"  former  Senior  Surviving 
Offioer,  QUINCY  to  Commodore  R.  W.  Bates,  UBN(Ret),  Head  of  Department 
of  Analysis,  Naval  War  College,  Newport,  R.I.  on  August  24th,  1949. 

**  Track  Chart  No.  2 Annexed  to  CRUDIY  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  No.  8, 
Solomons  Naval  Aotion,  August  7th- 10th,  1942,  WDC  Document  160997. 

***  Aotion  Report,  QUINCY,  Engagement  Uoraing  August  9th,  1942  off  Guadal- 
canal Island,  by  Lieut.  Comdr.  H.  U.  Henebsrger,  USH,  Senior  Surviving 
Offioer,  Serial  CA59/A1 *-3/(004)hmo,  August  16th,  1942. 

’***•  Written  Statement  August  10th,  1942  by  Ensign  A.  F.  Cohen,  USN,  QUINCY. 


At  0159,  the  QUINCY  sighted  another  enemy  cruiser  to  the  southwest* 
the  preseiioe  of  whioh  was  divulged  by  the  latter's  opening  fire  on  the 
QUINCY.  this  enemy  cruiser  bearing  about  221°(T)  distant  4100  yards  f rcm 
the  QUINCY  - was  observed  to  be  directly  ahead  of  the  PURUTAIA,  to  have 
three  stacks,  and  to  have  ocosaenoed  a turn  at  thia  time.*  She  was  the 
TENHYU,  whioh  it  will  be  r—bered  had  Identified  the  QUINCY  incorreotly 
as  a KSHT-olass  oruijor,  and  had  opened  fire* fa 

the  Commanding  Officer,  QUINCY  was  now  faced  with  another  difficult 
situation.  He  was  not  only  being  subjected  to  the  harassing  fire  of  the 
ships  of  the  Japanese  Eastern  Group,  as  they  ware  crossing  under  his  stem, 
and  to  the  gunfire  of  the  Japanese  Western  Group,  but  he  also  found  himself 
in  an  excellent  position  to  be  torpedoed  by  the  latter  group  f row  olose 
range.  He  observed  that  the  VINCENNES  was  changing  course  to  the  right  at 
this  critical  tins.  He  deoided  to  execute  a change  of  course  to  the  right 
also.  His  maneuvers  indicate  that  he  aade  thia  dcoision,  as  ha  had  earlier 
at  0154,  in  order  to  parallel  the  V INCHES 58  by  a simultaneous  ship's  turn, 
even  though  in  this  oase,  as  in  the  forwsr  maneuver,  he  had  reoeived  no 
instructions  f row  Co— ander  \ IECKHNRS  Group,  It  is  probable  that  he  did 
not  observe  the  torpedo  hit  on  the  VINCENNES  sows  three  winutea  earlier, 
but  his  relative  movement  on  the  VINCENNES  must  have  alerted  dim  to  the 
fact  that  the  VINCENNES  was  slowing  dawn  and  was  steering  an  uncertain 
course,  making  it  difficult  to  conform  to  her  movements. 

I”  arriving  at  hia  decision  to  change  oouree  to  the  right,  the  Com- 
manding Officer,  QUINCY,  dearly  raaliaed  that  the  QUINCY* s forward  turret* 
soon  would  be  unable  to  bear  on  the  FURUTAKA  to  port*  but  should  be  able 
to  bear  on  the  Japanese  Eastern  Group  to  starboard. ••*  In  order  to  wake 
the  beat  of  thia  new  situation*  he  notified  the  Fire  Control  Offioer  at 
0159^  that  the  ship  was  changing  course  to  starboard.***  He  elso  direotod 
that-  turret  III  we*  to  continue  the  •«<**** awnt  vrlth  th*  JHBUTA1CA  and  that 
turrets  I and  II  were  to  pick  up  a new  target  to  the  eastward. 

Unfortunately  at  this  time  turret  I IX  was  hit  on  the  face-plate  by 
sn  6- inch  shell  from  the  FURUIAXA  and  a large  piece  of  armor  was  dislodged 
in  suoh  a way  as  to  Jam  the  turret  in  train.***  Thia  hit  put  turret  III 
completely  out  of  action.  Fcr  the  moment  the  QJINCY  was  unable  to  fire 
either  at  the  FURUTAKA  or  at  any  other  target.  Meanwhile*  the  Commanding 
Offionr,  QUINCY  ordered  the  str.rooard  5-inoh  battery  to  illtsaiuate  with 
star  shells  and  the  main  battery  to  engage  any  sn— y target  discovered. 


"iuguiTTO,"Trar;  *rs;  s.~Bye7»TssK',‘  usmt 

Night  Sea  Hattie,  Gua da loans! . 

**  Records  C5UD.TV  18,  August  7th-Wth,  1942,  WDC  Document  180984, 

***  Action  Report,  QUINCY,  Engagement  Morning  August  9th,  1942  off  Guadal- 
canal Island  by  Lieut.  Comdr.  H.  B.  Hensberger,  USV,  Senior  Surviving 
Offioer,  Serial  CA59/llS*9y^)9e(004)  August  13th,  1E42. 
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Prom  this  tins  onward,  the  QUIHCY  was  being  hit  repeatedly  by  8- loch, 
4.7-  inch.  and  5. 5- inch  shells  through  tout  her  length.  She  was  in  * serious 
predioaasnt,  because  the  had  now  been  caught  in  a cross- fire  between  the 
Japanese  Eastern  and  Western  Groups  and  was  unablo  to  bear  on  the  eneay 
with  either  her  nain  or  secondary  batteries.* 

At  0200.  the  QUHCT  was  in  a position  bearing  037°{T),  distent  10.700 
yards  frost  the  center  of  Soto  Island. 

(3)  Action  by  ASTORIA 

At  0150.  the  ASTORIA  was  proeeedlng  in  ooluwn  behind  the  Q01ICT.  She 
was  still  in  Condition  of  Readiness  II,  and  was  unoindfu?  of  the  events  in 
Iron  Bettor.  Sound  which  had  Motivated  both  ihe  VHCBWES  and  50  DUCT  to  gp 
to  General  Quarters  tso  Minutes  earlier.  The  Ccsmmdlng  Officer  wae  still 
asleep  in  his  snergcney  cabin  on  the  bridge. 

At  about  this  tiMS  the  ASTORIA  sighted  aircraft  flares  to  the  south* 
ward.  The  Gunnery  Officer  alerted  all  stations,  trained  out  both  the  min 
battery  - which  had  been  loaded  since  noon  the  previous  day  - and  the  fi-Jnoh 
battery  to  the  port  quarter,  and  loaded  the  5- inch  guns  in  readiness  tot  the 
first  terget  that  Might  appear.**  He  reported  the  flares  to  the  bridge,  and 
requested  that  the  Supervisory  Watch  Officer  sound  * General  Quarters" .** 

So  Mention  is  found  in  the  reports  of  the  ASTORIA  personnel  of  the  ttearoh- 
lights  of  the  Japanese  cruisers  at  this  tins,  although  both  the  QUIHCT  and 
TH7RBSS8  hud  seen  the  ASTORIA  illualnated  first. 

Beoauee  of  the  delay  in  the  ASTORIA'S  shifting  from  Condition  of  Rsedi- 
ne««  II  to  Condition  cf  Readiness  I,  it  besoms  necessary  to  bring  out  de- 
tails In  the  narrative  to  chow  the  relative  unimportance  attached  to  the 
flares  by  officers  on  the  bridge  who  seas  to  have  been  Moire  oowoerned  with 
routine  Matters. 

On  receipt  of  the  report  frost  the  Control  Station  concerning  the  air- 
craft flares  sighted,  the  Supervisory  Vetch  Officer  instructed  the  Office r- 
of-the-Duok  to  oall  the  Comending  Officer  and  report  the  airoraft  flares,*** 
while  he  went  out  on  the  port  side  of  the  bridge  to  investigate.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  Qffioer-of-the-Deek  continued  in  his  efforts  of  the  nonent  to 


* Action  Report,  CpTTSCT.  ftigagaa*rll  Horsing  Augi’st  194^  of/Uuadal- 
oanal  Island  by  Lieut.  Cosulr,  H.  B.  Kenebexger,  USH,  Senior  Surviving 
Offioer.  Serial  CAS»Al6-3/km(004)  August  16th,  1942. 

**  Letter  August  13th,  1942  fro®  Lieut.  Ccsnlr.  V.  3.  Xruetdell,  USE,  Gun- 
nery Offioer,  ASTORIA,  to  3c®nanding  Offioer  ooaoervAng  light  Cruiser 
Action,  August  9th,  1942,  pegs  3. 

***  Letter  August  17th,  1942  from  Lieut,  Cyeflr.  J .R,  Topper,  OSH,  Super- 
vleory-Offieer-of-the-Dcok  to  Cnwmnrttng  Officer  oonoeraing  Action 
Homing  August  9th,  1942. 


aoknoe.edge  oy«r  the  TBS  voioe  radic  the  VINCENNES  message  concerning  the 
next  i ange  of  course  e.v  0200,  and  did  net  immediately  call  the  Commanding 
Office  .■» 


At  about  0161,  a salvo  was  observed  to  land  off  th*'  ASTORIA* a port 
^ide  - about  500  yards  short  in  range  end  200  yards  shoad  in  deflection** 

- by  the  Main  Battery  Control  personnel,  but  was  not  noticed  by  the  bridge 
personnel.  Tho  Main  Battery  Control  Officer  (Gunnery  Officer)  now  re- 
quested again  that  the  bridge  aound  "General  Quarters*.***  This-  communica- 
tion di.d  not  get  through  to  any  officer  on  the  bridge. 

A h*lf  minute  after  the  salvo  vas  sighted.  Spot  I sighted  a cruiser 
silhouetted  against  the  illumination  to  the  southwest  caused  by  the  VIN- 
CENNES* star  shells.  This  cruiser  was  identified  by  its  three  turrets 
forward  as  a NACM  C3asi  cruiaer.****  Actually  it  was  the  ChOKAI  of  the 
ATA09  Cl*.ss  which  closely  resembled  the  NACHI  Class  cruisers.  The  presence 
of  two  other  cruisers  following  the  CHOKAI  was  then  immediately  revealed 
by  the  illumination  from  their  own  searchlights.  These  cruisers  were  as- 
sunod  by  the  spotter  to  be  of  the  same  class  also,  for  ho  reported  to  the 
Control  Officer  that  throe  cruisers  of  the  NACHI  Class  had  been  sighted. 

The  two  ci-uiae  following  the  CHOKAI  were,  of  course,  the  AOBA  and  the 
KAKO.  (See  Plate  XII ) 

Tho  spotter  quickly  estimated  the  enemy's  target  angle  to  be  315  de- 
grees, speed  as  twenty-five  knots  or  greater,  and  range  as  5500  yards.***** 
These  estimates  of  target  angle  and  speed  were  very  accurate,  indeed.  The 
enemy's  speed  of  course,  was  twenty-six  knots.  With  the  CHOKAI  on  course 
069°(t),  this  target  angle  would  establish  her  ss  having  been  on  a bearing 
of  204° (T)  from  the  ASTORIA,  As  plotted  on  Diagram  "3",  tho  rate  of  change 
of  bearing  of  sinren  and  one-half  degrees  per  minute  since  0150  would  have 
advanced  the  CHOKAI  to  a position  bearing  203°(T),  from  the  ASTORIA  at 
Q151£;  and  this  tine  is  thereby  established  for  the  spotter's  first  sight- 
ing of  the  Japanese  Eastern  Group.  The  estimated  range,  however,  was  about 
1500  yards  in  error,  for  the  plot  indicates  the  range  to  the  CHOKAI  at  0151^ 
was  7200  yards. 

Coincident  with  the  receipt  of  the  spotter’s  report,  the  Gunnery  Of- 
ficer observed  two  more  enemy  salvos.  One  of  these  - the  KAKO's  first 


"“I'cTIon^poTt^m'lA,'  TVttla  c f SkvT'TsTiiiTf  SSrl aT  TFS7/Ktt£S/~' 

(00500)  August  ?0th,  1942,  page  i4« 

**  Letter,  August  13th,  1^42  from  L.aut.  Comdr.  W.  H.  Truesdell,  USN, 
Gunnery  Officer,  ASTORIA  to  Co:.’,  n ding  Officer,  Concerning  Night 
Cruiser  Action  August  9th,  1942.  page  4. 


*»*  Ibid,  page  2. 

****  Ibid,  page  6.  , 

*****  statement  of  Litfet.fj&V'b.  R.  Marietta, 
ASTORIA,  August  1942. 


USN,  Plotting  Room  Qfficer 
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sslvo  - landed  near  the  VIUCKBNKS  about  500  yards  short  in  range  (off  the 
vnCHHJIS'  port  bean);  the  other  - the  AOBA's  first  salvo  - landed  about 
600  yards  short  in  range  and  200  yards  ahead  of  the  QUIHCT  in  deflection.* 

The  Gunnery  Offioer.  keenly  aware  that  "General  Quarters"  had  not  bean 
sounded,  as  yet.  and  apprehensiv*  of  the  ASTORIA'*  unreadiness  for  battle, 
urgently  requested  the  Supervisory  Officer  of  the  Hatch  to  sound  the  General 
Alam.  this  tine  he  also  requested  that  he  be  authorised  to  open  fire,  for 
the  ASTORIA  now  had  a spec if io  target.**  Gnoe  again  no  aotion  was  taken  by 
the  Supervisory  Offioer  of  the  Vetch  on  this  request* 

The  foot  that  jnsmy  cruisers  had  been  sighted  and  identified  was  re- 
ported to  the  bridge  by  the  Main  Battery  Control  Offioer.  The  bridge  talker 
did  not  repeat  It.  so  it  was  not  relayed  to  the  responsible  officers  on  the 
bridge  nor  was  it  announced  within  the  ASTORIA.  As  a consequence,  the 
Supervisory  Officer  of  the  Vateh,  who  was  charged  initially  with  fighting 
the  ship,  was  unaware  that  enasy  cruisers  had  been  sighted.*** **** 

Meanwhile,  the  Off icer-of-the-Dsck,  having  ccsqtleted  hie  acknowledg- 
ment over  the  TBS  voio*  radio  at  about  0161&,  end  aindful  of  his  instruc- 
tions to  call  the  Co— ndlng  Officer,  announced  to  that  all-important  offioar 
through  the  door  froa  the  pilot  house  to  the  ssMrgeney  cabin,  that  aircraft 
flares  had  been  sighted. *••*  Ha  reported  nothing  concerning  the  enemy  cruis- 
ers or  salvos,  because  he  knew  nothing  shout  them.  He  did  not  nake  sure  that 
the  Commanding  Offioer  had  been  awakened  sufficiently  to  understand  his  report* 
Instead,  he  iiaaedlately  busied  himself  with  correct  station-keeping  in  order 
to  take  advantage  of  the  sntl-eubmarine  screen  provided  by  the  VILSQM  and 
HEU1  which  the  Com  and.Jng  Offioer  had  stressed  us  highly  important  in  his 
Sight  Orders.***  This  failure  of  the  Off icer-of- the- Dock  to  insure  that  the 
Coamanding  Offioer  was  fully  alerted  to  the  presence  of  the  aircraft  flares 
had  serious  implications,  for  the  Coamanding  Offioar  either  did  not  hear 
this  report  or  was  too  drowsy  to  appreciate  its  importance.  As  a conse- 
quence, he  continued  sleeping  peacefully  at  a time  when  his  experienced 
Judgment  was  required  on  the  bridge* 

At  0162,  while  waiting  for  the  orders  from  the  bridge,  the  Gunnery  Of- 
fioer Made  a quick  radar  oheok  of  the  report  from  Spot  I and  observed  four 
pips  on  the  forward  na in- battery  fire  control  radar  screen.  These  pips  were 


* Letter  August  lSth,  1044  from  Lieut.  tiomdr. V.  H.  Trueedell,  C3&  Qud- 
nery  Offioer,  ASTORIA  to  Commending  Offioer,  concerning  Night  Cruiser 
Aotion,  August  Nth,  1942*  page  4r 

**  Ibid,  page  2* 

***  Letter  August  17th,  1942  from  Lieut*  Comdr.  J.  R.  Topper,  USX,  Super- 
vise ry-Of  fleer-  of  -the- Deck,  to  Commanding  Offioer,  Af.TORIA,  concerning 
Aotion  Morning  August  9th,  1942, 

****  Letter  August  17th,  1942  from  Llsut. (Jg)  M.  A.  Burkey,  U8XR,  Offioer- 
of-the-Deok,  ASTORIA  to  Commanding  Offioer  concerning  Aotion  on  August 
9th,  1942  „ 
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the  CHOKAI,  AO  BA,  KAKO  and  EIHUGASA.  An  Initial  radar  range  of  7000  yards 
was  obtained  at  this  tine  on  the  leading  cruiser,  which  the  ASTORIA  took  aa 
her  target,*  (The  plot  in  Diagram  ’0"  confines  this  radar  range).  At  thi* 
sane  tine  the  Gunnery  Officer  observed  another  salvo  land  off  the  port  aids 
of  the  ASTOKIA.**  This  salvo  - the  CHOKAI 'a  aeoond  - landed  about  600  yards 
short  in  range  and  100  yards  ahead  in  deflection.**  The  Gunnery  Officer, 
realising  that  the  ASTORIA  was  about  to  be  heavily  hit  and  presuming  cor- 
rectly that  his  failure  to  receive  the  order  from  the  bridge  to  open  fire 
must  be  (hie  either  to  e laok  of  eppreoiatiou  of  the  rapidly  developing 
situation  or  to  a failure  of  oamuniontions,  deoided  that  he  should  open 
fire  without  waiting  for  further  order a j and  thereupon  gave  tho  ordor  to 
Spot  I to  commence  firing.***  This  aotion  of  the  Gunnery  Officer  was 
sound,  for  in  so  doing  he  was  acting  in  accordance  with  the  battle  plan 
of  hie  Coaumnding  Officer  who  had  authorised  the  Gunnery  Officer  first  to 
open  fire  in  oese  of  surprise  attack  and  then  to  notify  him.****  Had  he 
aoted  otherwise,  he  slight  well  have  been  considered  to  have  felled  in  the 
higher  qualities  of  courage,  judgeent,  initiative  and  loyalty. 

there  appears  to  have  been  no  doctrine  within  the  VIHCEHHZS  Group  con- 
cerning opening  fire  or  fire  distribution.  Presumably  each  Commanding  of- 
ficer was  authorised  to  open  fire  on  hie  own  initiative.  War  Instructions 
stated  that  "Commanding  Officers  should  be  prepared  to  open  fire  without 
signal  for  opening  fire  or  for  fire  distribution.  ■•**•* 

The  ASTORIA  obtained  an  initial  true  bearing  on  the  CHOKAI  of  195  de- 
grees. Plotting  analysis  shows  that  this  bearing  most  probably  was  ob- 
tained at  0152^,  and  that  the  rate  of  change  of  bearing  was  eight  and  nine- 
teeth  degrees  between  0162  and  0163.  At  this  same  time,  the  ASTORIA  fired 
her  first  main-battery  aalvo  at  the  CHOKAI  at  a range  of  5500  yards  - the 
range  estimated  by  Spot  I.  (The  radar  range  of  7000  yards  had  not  been 
transmitted  to  the  Plotting  Boom. )•****•  This  salvo  probably  consisted  of 
six  shells,  since  but  six  main  battery  gun*  were  manned  in  Condition  of 
Readiness  II  (two  guns  in  each  of  the  three  turrets).  (See  Plate  XIII) 

About  this  time,  the  Supervisory  Officer  of  the  Watoh,  who  had  finally 
been  alerted  to  the  situation  by  the  ASTORIA* s first  salvo,  called  from  the 


* Letter  August  l&h,  ljfii  from  Xieut.'  doadr.  W.  H.  1 ruesdell,  UvJ7 


Gunnery  Officer,  ASTORIA  to  Commanding  Officer,  concerning  Night 
Cruiser  Action,  August  9th,  1942,  page  6. 

**  Ibid,  page  4* 

*•*  Ibid,  page  2, 

****  Aotion  Report,  ASTOHh,  Battle  of  Savo  Island,  Serial  AF37/A16-5/ 
(00600)  August  9th,  1942. 

*****  War  Instructions  1934,  FTP  143,  Section  IX,  Fire  Distribution,  pare. 
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port  wing  of  the  bridges  "Stand  by  the  General  Alarm".*  Why  he  did  not 
decide  to  eet  Condition  ONE  immediately  remain*  unexplained.  He  was  an 
experienced  officer;  he  had  seen  the  aircraft  flares;  he  hsd  noted  that 
the  Gunnery  Officer  had  opened  fire,  although  he  did  not  know  at  what 
target;  his  ship  was  part  of  a defense  screen  operating  in  enemy  waters; 
and  he  knew  that  exsssy  action  was  possible  at  any  time.  Ho  should  have 
been  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  our rent  War  Inatruotiona  which  directed 
that  "Condition  of  Readinese  ONE  shall  be  taken  immediately  without  order 
by  any  vessel  sighting  an  sneesy  surface  vessel  or  veesole."**  Finally,,  as 
the  Commanding  Officer's  representative,  he  of  oourse  knew  that  he  was 
oharged  with  the  responsibility  for  insuring  that  his  ship  was  not  caught 
by  surprise  and  unready  for  aotion.  While  it  is  true  that  precipitate  haste 
in  alerting  fatigued  personnel  is  to  be  avoided,  is  it  net  also  true  that, 
where  doubt  as  to  the  nature  of  a contact  exists  and  the  safety  of  the  ahip 
may  be  at  stake,  undue  delay  in  taking  positive  action  is  also  to  be  avoid- 
ed? It  so  happened  in  this  case  that  the  Supervisory  Officer  of  the  Watch 
was  acting  with  undue  delay.  Perhaps  he  was  lacking  in  decision.  Perhaps 
hearing  nothing  from  his  froup  Conb~~.der  he  considered  the  target  unimpor- 
tant. Perhaps  the  free  expression  of  initiative  on  the  part  of  responsible 
subordinates  had  been  inadvertently  discouraged  within  the  ASTORIA.  What- 
ever may  have  been  the  reason,  the  foot  remains  that  he  took  no  action  to 
prepare  the  ship  for  battle,  when  fully  five  minutes  had  elapsed  since  the 
other  ships  of  the  VINCENNES  Group  had  gone  to  Oenerai  Quarters. 

Concurrently,  the  quartermaster  cf  the  watch  had  observed  one  low 
flare  burn  out  astern  and  a string  of  four  more  flares  being  dropped.  He 
had  noted  that  a friendly  ahip  on  the  port  bow  (probably  the  HELM)  had  fired 
a salvo.  He  therefore,  at  about  0163,  without  requesting  permission  to  do 
so  from  anybody,  souudod  the  General  Alarm,***  His  conduct  in  so  doing  was 
somewhat  irregular  and  infers  a possible  misunderstanding  of  the  order,**** ***** 

The  Juniof ' Of fioer-of-the-Deck,  realising  at  0163  that  the  Commanding 
Of  floor  was  long  delayed  in  arriving  on  the  bridge  ana  sensing  that  the  sit- 
uation demanded  his  presenoe,  went  into  the  amergenoy  cabin  and  called 
him.«  **** 


* tatter  August  17th,  '3.952  from  Lieut.  (jorndr.  J.  R.  Topper,  Supervisory 
Off  icer-of-the-Deok,  to  Coommnding  Officer,  ASTORIA,  concerning  Aotion 
Homing  August  9th,  1942,  page  2, 

**  War  Instructions,  U.8.  Navy  1934,  FTP  143,  Chapter  8,  page  27. 
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*****  Action  Report,  ASTORIA,  Rattle  of  Save  Island,  Serial  AP3V/A16-3/ 
(00600)  August  20th„  1942,  page  14, 


Whether  it  was  this  call  by  the  Junior  Off icer-of-the-Deck  which 
alerted  the  Commanding  Officer  to  the  urgency  of  his  preaence  on  the  bridge 
or  whethor  the  ASTORIA* s first  main  battery  snlvc,  fired  but  a few  seconds 
before,  had  already  accomplished  it,  is  immaterial.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
the  Commanding  Officer  had  now  boen  alerted,  end  was  entering  the  pilot 
house  from  the  starboard  (disengaged)  side  of  the  bridge  at  the  very  moment 
that  the  ASTORIA  was  firing  simultaneously  her  first  oalvo  from  her  port 
anti-aircraft  battery  and  her  second  salvo  from  at  least  eight  guns  of  her 
main  battery.*  Turrets  II  and  III  each  fired  three  guns  and  turret  I prob- 
ably fired  two  guns.  This  salvo  was  fired  on  a relative  bearing  of  245 
degrees.  The  range  employed  war  5700  yards.**  (See  Plate  XIV) 

The  Commanding  Officer  immediately  assumed  direot  control  over  the 
ASTORIA*s  operations  and  promptly  queried  the  Supervisor  of  the  Watch  as 
to*  "Who  sounded  the  General  Alarm?";  "Who  gave  the  order  to  commence  fir- 
ing?" ; and  then*  "Topper,  I think  that  we  are  firing  on  our  own  ships. 

Let's  not  get  excited  and  act  toe  hastyl  Cease  firingl"»**  This  latter 
order  was  transmitted  to  the  Gunnery  Officer,  who  immediately  ceased  fir- 
ing. The  Commanding  Offioer  stated  in  his  action  report  that  he  had  given 
this  order  because  "the  flares  and  searchlights  were  to  the  south  of  us 
and  well  inside  the  bay,  and  my  first  reaction  was  that  our  vessels  had 
spotted  an  enemy  submarine  on  tha  surface,  and  we  were  firing  into  our  own 
ships."**** 

This  initial  estimate  of  tha  situation  by  the  Commanding  Offioer, 
ASTORIA  was  a perfectly  natural  one.  He  had  juBt  awakened  from  a sound 
sleep  and  his  ship  was  firing.  He  had  reoeivod  no  information  which  might 
lead  him  to  suspect  that  enemy  cruisers,  or  even  enemy  destroyers,  were  in- 
side the  screen  and  in  Iron  Bottom  Sound.  He  had  reason  to  expect  that  had 
any  ships  tried  to  enter  the  Sound  south  of  Savo  Island  they  would  have  been 
oontacted  by  the  BLUE  or  by  the  AUSTRALIA  Group  and  he  would  have  been  in- 
formed. He  had  bean  alerted  to  the  preaence  of  submarines  in  the  area. 
Pinally,  he  had  not  yet  appreciated  the  fact  that  the  VINCENNES  Group  was 
being  fired  on. 

Hie  action,  however,  in  ordering  "oease  firing"  is  not  considered 


* Letter  August  l^tK,  1942  from  L lout . (j  g ) tf.  A.  Turkey,  Jr,,  UsWR, 
Officer-of-th<.-Deok,  ASTORIA  to  Commanding  Officer  concerning  Action 
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**  Letter  August  13th,  1942  from  Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  H.  Truesdell,  U3N,  Gun- 
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***  Letter  August  17th,  1942  from  Lieut.  Comdr.  Jt  R.  Tapper,  USN,  Super- 
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correct.  It  connote*  e leek  of  confidence  in  hi*  Fire  Control  Officer*. 
This  ms  particularly  true  in  the  oate  of  hi*  Gunnery  Officer  who  was  the 
Mein  Battery  Fire  Control  Officer  at  the  time.  This  officer  was  later  com- 
mended by  the  Commanding  Offioer  in  hi*  action  report  for  outstanding  per- 
formance of  duty.  It  infer*  a lack  of  appreciation  of  hie  own  battle  plan 
which  g%ve  hi*  Main  Battery  Fire  Control  Offioer  authority  to  open  fire  in 
oate  o*  surprise.*  It  reveals  a tendency  on  hi*  part  to  act  first  without 
having  obtained  a clear  understanding  of  the  situation  and  contrary  to  the 
expressed  Judgment  of  hi*  Main  Battery  Fire  Control  Offioer  whom  he  did 
not  even  consult.  It  implies  a lack  of  appreciation  of  the  possibility  of 
night  action  presented  by  the  SCWESPAC  dispatoh,  received  at  about  1900. 
concerning  the  movements  of  Japaneco  oruisers  at  1025  the  preceding  day.** 
Lastly,  it  shows  a failure  to  consider  adequately  enemy  oapabilities  other 
than  that  of  submarine  attack. 

Would  it  not  have  been  wiser  for  the  Commanding  Offioer  first  to  have 
familiarised  himself  with  the  salient,  features  of  the  developing  situation, 
and  to  have  permitted  the  firing  to  continue  until  he  bad  had  an  opportu- 
nity properly  to  orient  himself;  rather  than  to  have  acted  hastily  without 
sufficient  evaluation  of  the  influence  of  the  factors  involved? 

The  Supervisory  Offioer  of  the  Watch  - who,  surprisingly  enough  was 
still  unaware  of  the  presence  of  the  Japanese  cruisers  - informed  the  Com- 
manding Officer  that  he  had  not  ordered  the  General  Alans  sounded;  had  not 
given  the  order  to  commence  firing,  and  that  ha  concurred  with  the  Command- 
ing Officer's  view  that  they  were  firing  on  their  own  ship*.-***  However, 
he  was  soon  alerted  to  the  true  state  of  affairs;  for  the  Gunnery  Officer 
not  only  piomptly  informed  th~  bridge  that  enemy  oruisers  had  bean  sighted, 
but  he  also  again  made  a most  earnest  appeal  to  open  fire,  stating;  "For 
God's  sake,  give  the  icord  no  carawonee  firing!****  .At  the  same  time,  it  was 
reported  from  the  port  wing  of  the  bridge  that  a searchlight  was  illuminat- 
ing the  Allied  ships  to  port  and  that  some  ships  appeared  to  be  firing  on 
theti  from  far  out  on  the  horison. 

At  this  moment  the  Gunnery  Officer  observed  another  enemy  salvo  (the 
CKOKAI'a  third)  lanu  about  600  yards  short  of  the  ASTORIA  and  correct  in 
deflection.  This  salvo  was  not  observed  by  the  Commanding  Officer.  The 


*"  Jiotl'on  Report,  AfllMRUL,  SatiltTST  * 

(00500)  August  20th,  1942,  page  lb. 

**  Letter  August  18th,  1942  from  Lieut.  Comdr.  W.  B.  Davidson,  USM,  Com- 
nrmication  Offioer,  ASTORIA  to  Cosunanding  Officer  concerning  Engagement 
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***  Letter  August  I7th,  1942  from  Lieut.  Comdr.  J.  R,  Topper,  USN,  Super- 
visory-Off icer-of-the-Deok,  to  Commanding  Offioer,  concerning  Action 
Morning  August  9th,  1942,  page  3. 


ASTORIA  obtained  at  this  tins  a range  finder  range  of  6800  yards  on  the 
CHOKAI.*  The  plot  of  this  phase  of  the  action,  based  on  the  radar  ranges 
and  the  courses  and  speeds  of  both  Allied  and  Japanese  groups,  reveals  that 
ths  aotual  range  at  0153  was  6800  yards  and  that  ASTORIA'S  range  finder 
operation  was  excellent. 

The  first  ena^y  salvo  that  the  Cosmanding  Offioer  observed  was  at 
0163&,  when  he  saw  ths  AAKO's  fourth  salvo  straddle  the  VTHCIflnfiiS.** 

A4’  0164,  the  Comsanding  Offioer  observed  the  CHOKAI's  fourth  salvo 
land  just  200  yards  short  of  tha  ASTORIA.  One  8-inoh  shell  of  this  sslvo 
pisrosd  ths  hull  of  the  ASTORIA  in  the  bow,  forward  of  turret  I,  and  pass- 
ed through  the  paint  looker  without  starting  a fire.  The  range  had  de- 
creased by  turn  to  6600  yards.  As  a result  of  his  observation  of  this  salvo 
and  cf  ths  preoeding  salvo  whioh  had  landed  near  the  VIHCQraE8,  the  Cawani- 
ing  Offioer  raaarkedi  "Whether  our  ships  or  not,  we  will  have  to  stop  the*!" 
He  thereupon  ordered!  "Sound  General  Quarters  I",  and  within  a Tam  seconds 
thereafter  ordered!  "Conenoe  firing!"***  These  remarks  and  orders  of  ths 
Commanding  Offioer  are  highly  illuninating,  for  they  indicate  the  confusion 
whioh  was  In  his  Bind  regarding  this  phase  of  the  motion.  He  was  unable  ns 
yet  to  convince  hiasslf  that  thare  wera,  in  fact,  enemy  oruisers  at  hand. 

He  did  not  realise  that  his  own  ooauand  was  already  in  the  prooeas  of  set- 
ting Condition  of  Readiness  I.  (See  Plate  XV) 

At  about  0165  ths  ASTORIA  was  hit  amidships  with  at  least  four  8-inoh 
shells  whioh  started  fires  on  the  boat-deok  and  in  the  airplanes  in  the 
hangar,****  and  whioh  also  temporarily  disabled  the  power  supply  to  turret 
III.*  These  fires  provided  adequate  target  illumination  for  the  CHOKAI,  and 
aha  then  extinguished  her  searchlights. 

At  about  0156,  tha  Consanding  Offiosr  was  informed  that  the  Japsnese 
oruisers  war*  of  the  FACE I Class,  and  that  the  Croup  Commander  had  ordered 
ths  speed  or  the  group  increased  to  fifteen  knots,  standard  speed.  His  re- 
motion  to  this  information  was  that  this  speed  was  too  slow)  and  he  there- 
upon rang  up  full  speed  (twenty  knots)  and  swung  the  ASTORIA  • lightly  to 
the  left  to  bring  the  target  as  far  forward  as  possible  without  getting 
into  a position  to  foul  the  line  of  fire  of  the  QUIHCY.***** 


* Wt&r  August  14th,  T33Z  7rw  liieut.  Condr.  V.  ft,  Truesdsll,  USM,  &m- 
nery  Offioer,  ASTORIA  to  Cosmanding  Offioer  concerning  Cruiser  light 
Aotion,  August  9th,  1942. 

**  Aotion  Report,  ASTORIA,  Battle  of  Savo  Island,  Serial  AP37/A1S-3/' 
(00600),  August  20th,  1942. 

***  Letter  August  17th,  1942  fro*  Lieut.  Coadr . J.  R,  Topper,  USE.,  Super- 
viaary-Off ieer-of-the-Deok  to  Cosmanding  Offioer,  AST09RIA  concerning 
Aotion  Horning  August  9th,  1942,  page  5. 

****  Aotion  Report,  ASTORIA,  Hattie  of  Savo  Island,  Serial  AP57/A16-?/ 
(006045)  August  20th,  1942,  page  16, 

*****  Aotion  Report,  ASTORIA,  Battle  of  8avo  Island,  Serial  AP37/A16-S/ 
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A few  seconds  later  the  ASTORIA  resumad  fire  on  the  CHOKAI  with  her 
third  aMin-battery  salvo  of  six  guns  from  turrets  I and  II  on  a relative 
bearing  of  235°.  The  range  employed  was  6200  yards  which  should  have 
given  a mean  point  of  impact  of  about  100  yards  short.  The  aoouraoy  of 
this  fir  in  - range  resulted  f res  the  opportunity  afforded  the  plotting  room  - 
in  the  interval  betwean  the  Commending  Officer's  order  to  "coast  firing*  and 
his  order  to  "cn—unoe  firing"  - to  oorreot  the  rsnge  keeper  range  with  the 
optical  ranges.  After  this  salvo  the  ASTORIA  decreased  her  firing  range  at 
an  estimated  rate,  sinee  she  was  urabls  to  range  because  the  Japanese 
searchlights  were  out. 

At  about  the  same  time  that  the  ASTORIA  fired  this  main  battery  salvo, 
her  number  two  1.1-inob  mount  opened  fire  to  port  at  the  CHOKAX**  and  ex- 
pended 190  rounds  before  it  and  the  port  1.1-inoh  director  were  hit  and 
several  men  kllled.ee*  The  COOKAI  admitted  receiving  "a  large  number  of 
machine  gun  hits,  but  they  did  not  do  any  damage-,"**** 

Immediately  after  this  main  battery  salvo,  turret*  I end  II  reached 
their  limit  of  train  on  the  port  aide.  The  Canaan  ding  Of  fioer ‘ s turn  to 
the  left  had  not  been  sufficient  to  permit  his  forward  turrets  to  continue 
to  beer,  and  he  was  soon  requested  repeatedly  by  the  Gunnery  Officer  to 
bring  the  ship  even  more  to  tha  left. 

The  Commanding  Officer  now  re-estimated  the  situation  as  regards  the 
ASTORIA,  He  hud  not  received  any  battle  plan,  orders  or  other  communica- 
tions from  Commander  VIHC3XXES  Group  since  the  battle  began,  other  than  the 
speed  signal  for  fifteen  knots.  He,  of  course,  could  see  that  the  leading 
Japanese  cruiser  was  now  in  his  stern  aro ; that  he  was  unablo  to  fire  at  his 
target  because  his  only  turret  that  could  bear,  turret  III,  was  temporarily 
disabled;  that  the  rate  of  change  of  bearing  was  high  ( it  was  now  about  nine 
tmd  cue-half  degrees  per  minute) : end  that  the  ensaqr  would  soon  pass  under 
his  stern.  He  knew  that  it  was  inovaobent  on  each  of  tiie  several  ship.ocm-* 
mauders  to  remain  together  so  as  to  afford  mutual  support  and  oonosntration, 
to  avoid  blanketing  fire  and  confusion  of  targets,  to  endeavor  to  reduce  by 
individual  ship  man«»uver  the  destruotlve  fire  effect  the  crossing  of  the 
"Tee*  would  have  on  the  ASTORIA  in  particular,  in  view  of  her  position  near- 
out  the  emsaqr,  and  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  firing  into  own  vessel*. ***** 
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In  lino  with  this  reasoning,  he  probably  hoped  that  Conaand^r  YIHCKNNES 
Group  would  soon  undertake  seme  group  maneuver  which  might  Improve  the 
present  unfavorable  teotioal  situation.  Ho  observed  that  tho  V1HC7OTMDS 
and  QUINCY  had  already  altered  course  to  the  left  without  signal,*  with 
the  result  that  all  three  oruisers  were  in  a line  of  bearing  at  ten  or  fif- 
teen degrees  to  the  left  of  the  base  course  of  315°(T).*  He  gained  the 
impression  that  perhaps  Commander  VIMCEVHES  Group  had  oosssenoed  a maneuver 
to  swing  left  to  a southerly  oourse  in  such  a manner  as  to  permit  the  QUINCY 
and  ASTORIA  to  come  in  astern  and  at  the  same  time  to  keep  the  port  bat- 
teries of  all  three  oruisers  bearing  throughout  the  maneuver,*  (Plate  XVI ) 

He  had  guessed  oorreotly  the  plan  of  Commander  VINCENNES  Group  to 
swing  left  to  a southerly  course)  but  be  had  not  guessed  that  the  Group 
Commander  had  hoped  to  execute  a simultaneous  maneuver  by  ship's  turn,  even 
though  the  normal  manner  of  ohsnging  oourse  for  a division  in  line  of  bear- 
ing was  by  simultaneous  turn  movement.**  He  could  not  be  expected  to  have 
executed  thin  turn  without  a signal  from  the  Group  Comnander  - and  thf-  lat- 
ter was  without  any  form  of  signalling  device  at  this  time.  The  left  column 
movement  us  envisaged  by  the  Cowman  ding  Offioer,  ASTORIA,  was  not  only  im- 
practical as  u taotical  maneuver  but  it  also  would  not  have  permitted  his 
ship's  main  battery  to  bear  continually  on  the  enemy. 

At  about  0150,  the  ASTORIA  was  hit  in  turret  I by  three  armor  piorcing- 
8-inch  shells  which  probably  cams  from  the  same  salvo.  Ten  of  these  shells 
pieroed  the  barbette  and  exploded  in  the  gun  pit  and  one  pieroed  the  face 
plate  and  exploded  in  the  gun  room.  As  a oontequenoe,  all  of  the  turret 
crew  in  the  gun  room  and  upper  powder  room,  and  all  but  two  men  in  the  shell 
deck  were  killed. **■>  Plres  raged.  This  destructive  salvo  could  hare  been 
fired  either  by  the  CHOKAI  or  by  the  KHUGASA  which  had  directed  her  fire 
about  one  minute  earlier  on  the  ASTORIA.  Art  the  effeotiveaess  of  the  hlte 
would  seem  to  indioate  that  the  salvo  came  from  the  CHOKAI,  sines  that  ship 
had  already  solved  her  fire  control  problem. 

Also  at  about  015s,  the  ASTORIA  fired  two  guns  of  her  only  useful  tur- 
ret, turret  II,  at  the  CHOKAI  on  a relative  bearing  of  225°  at  a range  of 
3000  yards.****  ^his  was  the  ASTORIA'S  fourth  8- inch  salvo. 

The  ASTORIA  was  now  being  hit  with  increasing  rapidity  with  both  large 
and  small  enemy  shells,  for  the  enemy  had  found  the  range.  Several  addi- 
tional fires  had  been  started.  One  was  started  inboard  of  guns  eix  and 
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eight  of  the  5-inch  betteryj  another  was  started  in  the  well-deck  and  spread 
to  the  airpl&nea  on  the  catapults.  The  ASTORIA' a port  5- inch  battery  had 
been  firing  until  it  commenced  being  hit  at  this  time,  and  shortly  was  si- 
lenced. 

During  this  time,  the  Comraanding  Officer,  who  by  now  had  obtained  a 
reasonably  clear  - if  unhappy  - picture  of  the  situation,  had  been  endeav- 
oring to  sig-zag  the  ASTORIA  by  using  10°  to  ] 5°  of  rudder.  He  did  this 
not  only  to  permit  his  battery  to  bear  to  port  and  thus  to  maintain  the 
fire  but  also  to  endeavor  to  avoid  the  enemy  aaJvos  which  he  reported  - in 
a remarkable  understatement  - were  falling  close.* 

About  0157,  ASTORIA  regained  power  on  turret  III  and  fired  her  fifth 
usin-bavtery  salvo  from  six  guns  of  turrets  II  and  III  to  port  on  a rela- 
tive bearing  of  220°  with  a firing  range  of  5500  yards.**  This  range  was 
far  short  of  the  actual.  Tha  range  error  was  possibly  due  to  the  faot  that 
the  Japanese  had  ceased  using  searchlights,  once  the  targets  had  become  il- 
luminated by  their  o~n  fires.  This  range  of  5500  yards  was  therefore  an 
estimated  range. 

At  about  0158,  the  ASTORIA  fired  another  salvo  (her  sixth)  with  five 
guns  of  turrets  II  and  III.  Turret  III  was  intermittently  losing  and  re- 
gaining power  between  the  salvos  during  this  phase,  A firing  range  of  5500 
yards  was  used  on  this  salvo  which  was  fired  to  port  on  a relative  bearing 
of  21?0.**  This  range  also  was  far  short  of  the  actual. 

At  0158,  turret  II  and  Director  I reached  the  limit  of  train.  The 
CHOKAI  at  this  moment  had  just  altered  course  from  069° (?)  to  a course  of 
028° (T).  The  increased  rate  of  change  of  bearing  would  soon  prohibit  any 
further  firing  to  pc  rt  from  the  forward  turrets  of  ASTORIA,  as  the  CHOKAI  - 
now  in  the  stem  arc  - was  rapidly  passing  from  the  port  quarter  across  the 
stern  to  the  starboard  quarter. 

At  0169,  tha  ASTORIA  fired  her  sevonth  8-inoh  salvo  from  the  three 
guns  of  turret  III  with  Director  II  controlling.  Control  had  just  been 
shifted  from  Director  I,  which  iiad  been  having  trouble  sighting  through  the 
fire  that  was  raging  amidships.  Director  II  was  having  no  easier  time  con- 
trolling. because  cf  the  smoke  and  fumes  that  were  drifting  aft.  The 
ssventh  salvo  was  fired  on  a relative  bearing  of  about  200  degrees  using  a 
firing  range  of  5100  yards.** 

At  0159,  the  Commanding  Officer  took  note  of  the  QUINCY 's  first  main 
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battery  salvo*  - fired  at  the  FURUTAKA  in  the  Japanese  Western  Group.  He 
presumed  that  it  was  directed  at  the  Japanese  Eastern  Group  whioh  at  this 
tins  mas  passing  astern  of  the  ASTORIA.*  He  noted  that  the  ASTORIA  was 
nearly  on  the  same  bearing  from  these  Japanese  cruisers  as  were  the  QUUICY 
and  V IN GENRES,  and  that  the  ASTORIA  was  drawing  ahead  on  the  QUINCY.*  He 
considered  that  he  was  already  too  close  to  the  supposed  line  of  fire  be- 
tween the  QUINCY  and  the  Japanese  Eastern  Group  and  would  cross  through  it 
if  he  continued  on  his  present  course  and  speed.*  At  this  time  both  his 
Navigator  and  Chief  Quartermaster,  who  had  been  assisting  him  in  maneuver- 
ing ti\e  ship  to  maintain  fire  to  port,  were  killed,*  He  deoided  to  clear 
the  QUINCY'S  line  of  fire  by  a radical  change  of  course  to  the  right  for  a 
few  minutes  and  then  to  swing  back  to  the  left  to  resvme  his  position  with 
the  formation.*  He  undoubtedly  realised  at  this  time  that  his  earlier 
estimate  of  being  able  to  oontinue  around  to  a southerly  oourse  on  the  in- 
side of  the  echelon  while  at  the  same  time  keeping  hia  guns  bearing  on  the 
enemy,  was  infeasible  of  accomplishment. 

At  0200,  the  ASTORIA  was  bearing  090° (T),  distant  11,500  yards  from 
the  center  of  Savo  Island. 

(4)  Action  by  HEUI 

At  0150  the  HET.ll  was  proceeding  on  the  base  course  of  315C(T),  main- 
taining her  anti-submarine  screening  station  on  the  port  bow  of  the  VIN- 
CENNES. (Her  0150  position  as  shown  on  Diagrr  a "G"  was  1700  yards  duo  west 
of  the  VINCENNES.  It  was  obtained  by  crossing  the  bearing  of  her  assigned 
screening  station  from  the  VINCENNES  with  the  bearing  of  the  HELM  reported 
by  the  CHOKAI.)**  It  is  presuaud  that  she  was  in  Condition  of  Readiness  I 
at  this  time,  not  only  because  she  had  been  alerted  at  0145  by  the  aircraft 
flares  and  by  the  gunfire  which  appeared  to  her  to  come  from  the  AUSTRALIA 
Group,***  but  also  because  of  the  promptness  with  which  she  later  fired  a 
full  salvo  from  her  guns. 

At  about  0150,  the  HEUI  received  over  TBS  voice  radio  the  Group  Com- 
mander's order  to  increase  speed  from  ten  knots  to  fifteen  knots.  She  ex- 
ecuted this  speed  signal  and  continued  on  course  with  the  VINCENNES  Group, 
whioh  she  observed  was  Loon  under  fire.***  The  Coaraandlng  Officer,  HEUI 
was  neither  able  to  determine  the  direction  from  whioh  the  shells  came,  nor 
oould  he  make  out  sny  ship'  of  the  Tiring  force.***  He  reported  that  the 
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risibility  was  about  two  alias,*  and  it  is  probabla  that  tha  naza  in  tha 
vicinity  of  tha  HBLM  accounts  for  his  sighting  difficulties  at  this  tine 


The  Fir*  Control  Officer  of  tha  H&Jt  opened  fire  at  once  with  a four- 
gun  salvo,  as  soon  as  ha  saw  the  firing  coaaoenoe.  But  sinoe  no  target  was 
visible  and  no  clear  picture  of  the  situation  was  yet  apparent,  tha  Conmmnd- 
lng  Of floor  oorreotly  ordered  cease  firing.* 

The  Commanding  Officer,  HSU(  was  tha  senior  of  tha  two  destroyer  Com- 
manders in  tha  VISCEKNE8  Group.  Although  he  did  not  so  state  in  his  re- 
port, he  probably  was  giving  serious  consideration  to  the  possible  employ- 
ment of  these  destroyers.  Although  War  Instructions  ware  not  spec if io  for 
every  situation,  he  knew  that  tha  doctrine  sat  forth  therein  for  anti- sub-  . 
marine  screening  vessels  during  night  encounters  was  to  attaok  onwwy  vessels 
menacing  the  force  soreened,**  and  to  make  smoke  to  cover  the  movements  of 
that,  foroe.***  He  knew  that  prosit  and  decisive  attack  with  guns  and 
torpedoes  would  be  preferable  to  an  attempt  to  avoid  action,****  He  also 
knew  that  our rant  doctrine  at  tho  time  for  destroyers  was  to  endeavor  to 
reach  a favorable  position  for  torpedo  attack  before  discovery  by  the  enemy 
larger  vessels.*****  Therefore,  guns  should  normally  not  be  used  initial- 
ly.***** The  action  ha  should  teks  in  accordance  with  the  above  doctrine 
h*d  not  been  prescribed  in  the  8peoial  7"*^  motions  of  CTG  62.6  to  the 
Screening  Group  - in  whioh  they  rightly  should  have  been  set  forth  - *••»•* 
and  he  apparently  expected  his  Group  Comender  to  issue  specific  orders  for 
the  present  unforeseen  situation. 

At  0162  the  HELM  reoeived  the  order  via  TBS  voice  radio  from  the  Cco- 
mmnder  VINCENNES  Group  io  attack.*  The  Commending  Offioer  - still  having 
no  Information  of  the  course,  speed  or  even  the  loeation  of  the  target 
■hips  - reamined  on  tha  basa  course  in  his  screening  station,  and  endeavor- 
ed to  obtain  a visual  picture  of  the  situation.  He  probably  wished  that 
the  Groiqp  Cosraander  had  at  least  given  him  the  bearing  of  the  enemy. 

About  0152^  he  observed  the  QUINCT  being  hit  by  Japanese  shells.  He 
also  observed  the  ASTORIA  open  fire,  followed  by  tha  VlNCENKES.  Hot  with- 
standing these  observations,  he  still  was  unable  to  distinguish  any  oner 
targets.  Hi a beat  estimate  of  the  situation  was  that  the  VINCENNES  Grou^ 
wan  being  attacked  from  the  southeast  and  was  being  illuminated  from  the 
•erne  direction,  although  the  source  could  not  be  made  out  because  of  smoke 
from  gunfire  and  burning  ships.*  At  0164,  he  changed  course  to  the  south, 
but  he  gave  no  orders  to  the  WILSON  and  showed  no  interest  whatsoever  in 
the  activities  of  that  ship.  For  some  unknown  reason  he  allowed  her  to 
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operate  ind«  penc'lently  rather  than  to  form  an  attack  aeotion  of  two  destroy- 
er® - aa  he  properly  should  have  done  as  the  senior  destroyer  officer. 

While  ynt  in  his  turn  to  the  south  at  0155,  he  became  aware  of  the 
fact  that  th«>  Japanese  gunfire  was  extremely  accurate,  for  all  three  Allied 
cruisers  had  topside  fires  raging.*  Five  minutes  had  elapsed  since  the 
force  that  he  was  screening  had  been  taken  under  fire  by  the  enemy}  but  he 
had  aooomplis ved  nothing  that  might  have  foroed  the  Japanese  fire  to  be 
less  effective.  Because  of  t a futility  of  his  visual  observations,  the 
question  arisos  as  to  why  he  did  not  request  from  his  division  commander 
such  vital  information  as  the  bearing  of  the  enemy. 

He  oortirued  on  a southerly  course  at  fifteen  knots,  ostensibly  at- 
tempting to  determine  the  location  of  the  enemy  so  that  he  might  take  what- 
ever action  hr  could  against  them.  Th.  s course  brought  him  under  fire 
intermittently  during  the  next  five  ml.iutea  from  both  the  AOBA  and  KINUGASA. 
The  fire  of  these  ships  was  evidently  very  inaccurate,  because  the  HEOf  was 
not  only  oomp'.etely  unaware  of  it  but  waa  also  unaware  of  the  presence  of 
the  firing  ships  which  by  this  time  were  not  using  their  searchlights.  The 
Japanese  oruiuers  each  claimed  sinking  the  HELM,**  but  it  is  probable  that 
she  disappeared  from  their  view  into  the  mist  that  waa  making  it  impossible 
for  the  HEIAJ  to  locate  the  enemy. 

At  0200  the  HELM  was  bearing  102°(T),  distant  10,600  yards  from  the 
center  of  Save  Island. 

( 5)  Action  by  WILSON 

At  0150  the  WILSON  was  on  her  anti-submarine  station  on  ths  starboard 
bow  of  the  VINCENNES,  on  course  316°(T)  at  speed  ten  knots,  and  was  in 
Condition  of  Readiness  I.  At  about  this  time  she  observed  that  three  un- 
identified ships  cn  the  port  side  cf  the  VINCENNES  Group  had  illuminated 
ell  three  cruisere  of  this  group  and  then  had  commenced  firing.***  She 
could  not  identify  these  ships,  since  the  only  targets  visible  to  her  were 
the  searchlights. **** 

However,  the  Commanding  Officer  later  learned  that  his  spotter  had 
madr;  out  a raked  funnel,  typical  of  Japanese  cruisers,  on  one  of  the  tar- 
gets.**** 
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The  WILSON  selected  tha  right-hand  searchlight  ns  har  target*  obtain- 
ed a range  of  12,000  yards*  op  it  with  her  stereoscopic  range  finder,** 
and  opened  fire,*  Her  target  was  the  KAKO  - the  third  ship  in  column  of 
the  Japanese  Eastern  Group,,  (Diagram  "G"  indicates  that  the  KAKO  was  bear- 
ing 207° (t)  from  tha  WILSON,  at  range  12,000  yards,  and  confirms  th*  ex- 
cellence of  the  WILSON' r initial  ranging). 

Shortly  after  0160,  the  Conaanding  Officer,  WILSON,  received  the  Group 
Commander's  order  via  TBS  voice  radio  to  inorease  the  group'®  speed  from 
ten  knots  to  fifteen  knots,*  He  immediately  executed  this  speed  change. 
After  the  WILSON'S  second  aalvo,  he  observed  that  her  forward  guns  had 
reached  their  limit  of  train  and  could  not  bear  on  the  target,*  He  there- 
fore checked  fire,  and  as  he  did  so,  a casualty  occurred  on  gun  number 
four  - the  plug  jammed,  **  which  left  him  with  but  one  lifter  gun  which  could 
bear* 


The  order  to  inorease  speed  wua  the  last  order  received  from  the  Group 
Commander  by  tha  WILSON,*  The  order  addressed  at  0152  to  the  destroyers 
"to  attack"  wan  therefore  not  reoeived.  The  Consnanding  Offioer  had  his 
torpedo  battery  ready  for  fixing  at  this  time  but  because  of  the  confusing 
nature  of  the  aotion,  he  considered  it  unwise  to  launoh  a torpedo  attaok, 
***  without  instructions  from  the  Group  Commander.  At  0152,  he  changed 
course  to  the  left  to  unmask  his  battery  to  port  and,  at  the  same  time,  to 
gain  a position  in  which  the  Allied  oruiaers  would  not  foul  his  line  of 
fire,****  Re  made  this  change  of  oourse  by  a wide  easy  turn  in  order  to 
avoid  cutting  oharpiy  aoroaa  the  VINCENNES'  bow,  as  well  as  to  remain  well 
clear  of  the  area  in  which  enemy  salvos  were  falling. 

While  in  this  turn,  the  WILSON  was  not  firing  and  was  herself  not 
under  Japanese  fire.  Thu  Com  landing  Officer  w&b  thereby  afforded  an  op- 
portunity to  view  the  ensuing  action.  He  observed  that  the  Allied  oruiaers 
were  enveloped  in  a plunging  fire,*  He  noted  that  a number  of  enemy  shells 
were  falling  about  1000  yards  on  the  WILSON'S  port  beam  between  he.  and  the 
nearest  cruiser,****  These  vers  "overs"  from  the  KAKO  which  wore  * nding 
about  500  yards  beyond  tho  VINCENNES.  By  0153,  the  Commanding  Of  I »r, 
WILSON,  observed  fires  break  out  on  both  the  VINCEJNES  and  QUINCY,* 

He  was  now  on  a westerly  oourse  which  permitted  all  of  his  guns  to 
bear.  This  inoluded  gun  four  on  which  the  plug  had  been  cleared.  He  de- 
cided that  the  range  (whioh  was  by  this  time  abouc  10,000  yards)  gave  t 
hJ enough  trajectory  to  permit  firing  over  the  VINCENNES,****  and  he 
therefore  resumed  fire. 


• Action  Report,  YB38C  Xit ion  Against  Snemy  "Sui-face  Ships  Off  Savo 
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At  0154,  the  flasne*  from  the  WILSON*  a guns  attracted  tha  attention 
of  tha  CHOKAI  which  raportad  her  *#  bearing  280°  relative  (a  true  bearing 
of  ?49°).  Tha  0154  position  of  the  WILSON  shown  on  Diagram  "G"  i*  based 
on  this  sighting,  which  repeals  that  she  was  somewhat  ahead  of  the  VINCEN- 
NES and  had  maintained  the  relative  position  of  her  anti-submarine  screen- 
ing station*  Tha  WILSON  was  immediately  taken  under  fire  by  the  CHOKAI’ a 
6*0  inch  guns*  and  raportad  that,  as  a consequence,  some  shrapnel  had  fal- 
len on  her  deck  and  had  hit  her  stern.  She  also  reported  that  shells  could 
be  heard  passing  extremely  close  aboard}  but  that  she  had  suffered  no 
damage  or  casual ties,** 

At  0155,  the  Commanding  Officer,  WILSON,  must  have  observed  the  HELil, 
which  was  only  about  1000  yards  distant,  swinging  to  the  south.  He  prob- 
ably expected  to  receive  instructions  concerning  this  movement  from  the 
Commanding  Officer  HELM  as  he  had  heard  nothing  from  the  Group  Commander, 
But  in  this  he  was  to  be  disappointed  for  the  Cossaandiag  Cffloer  HELM  also 
remained  silent.  Why  the  Commanding  Officer  WILSON  did  not  then  request 
instructions  from  either  the  Coamvanding  Officer  HELM  or,  failing  that,  from 
his  Croup  Commander  is  not  explained. 

The  WILSON  continued  to  engage  the  enemy  on  a westerly  course  for  the 
next  five  minutes,  di> eating  her  fire  by  tracers  and  employing  a rocking 
ladder  back  and  forth  across  tha  stereoscopic  range  l’inder  range.  She  at- 
tempted to  range  by  radar  but  found  it  was  ineffective  because  of  land  in- 
terference, Her  guns  performed  satisfactorily  - all  four  being  used  in 
director  control,  master  key  fire,  for  the  first  few  aelvos.  Then  as  there 
was  no  illumination  on  the  target,  and  as  the  spotter  was  therefore  unable 
to  spot  splashes,  the  Commanding  Officer  shifted  to  continuous  firs.** 

During  this  firing  the  Coswanding  Officer,  WILSON,  observed  thav  the 
Allied  cruisers  were  completely  enveloped  in  flwaes,  He  also  observed 
tlini  the  fie  she*  from  the  Japanese  appeared  quite  dim  in  comparison 

with  those  or  the  Allied  cruisers. 

Just  before  0200,  the  Conaanding  Officer,  WILSON,  noted  that  the  VIN- 
CENNES had  "swung  hard  right",***  Actually  the  VINCENNES  had  commenced 
her  right  turn  at  0158  and  was  well  around  by  this  time.  At  0200,  tho 
Commanding  Officer,  WILSON,  also  changed  course  to  the  right***  for  the 
purpose  of  adjusting  station  on  the  VINCENNES,  He  checked  fire  to  port 
and  commenced  training  his  battery  to  starboard,***  in  order  to  continue 
firing  at  the  Japanese  Eastern  Group,  At  this  time  the  WILSON  had  not  as 
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y*t  observed  th*  Japanese  Nestern  Group,  nor  had  she  been  discovered  by 
that  group.  This  angular  aituation  ia  oonspiovmu*  because  th*  rang*  at 
0200  from  th*  WILSON  to  th*  TRiIKSTJ  vu  but  3100  yards)  and  to  th*  YU  BARI 
was  but  2600  yard* . Either  there  waa  a dimination  of  vieibility  in  thla 
ar*a  - which  >t«af  probable  - or  th*  attontion  of  "all  hands"  on  both  th* 
Japan***  and  Allied  aid**  waa  dir*ot*d  intently  upon  th*  oruia*r  notion. 

At  0200,  th*  WILSON  waa  bearing  061° (T),  diatant  8850  yarda  from  the 
o*nter  of  Savo  Ialnnd. 

(b)  OPERATIONS  py  CHICAGO  QROqp 

The  CHICAGO  Group  waa  completely  disorganised  at  OlbO,  whan  eaoh  of 
the  four  ship*  - which  had  comprised  it  before  the  Japanese  attack  at  0144 
- cowave  no  ed  operating  independently.  Aooordingly,  this  analysis  will  con- 
tinue to  diaouss  separately  th*  operations  of  each  ship. 

(1)  Action  by  CHICAGO 

It  will  b*  r cumbered  that  at  0150  the  CHICAGO  was  on  course  28S°(T) 
at  upeed  twelve  knots.  The  Coauanding  Officer  had  observed  the  PATTERSON 
at  this  tine  at  a range  of  300C  yards,  crossing  th*  lin*  of  fir*  of  th* 
CHICAGO'S  port  fire- inch  battery  (which  waa  trained  on  relative  bearing 
320°).  This  observation  placed  th*  PATTERSON  on  bearing  243°(T),  distant 
3000  yards  frou  th*  CHICAGO.  The  C amending  Officer  had  also  noted  that 
th*  PATTERSON  had  turned  left  to  an  easterly  course  and  was  no  longer  il~ 
lusLineting  the  Japanese  "destroyers"  (the  light  cruisers  TSNRTU  and  YUBARI) .* 

Why  the  C emending  Officer,  CHICAGO  did  not  order  th*  PATTE83GS  to  re- 
join the  CHICAGO  in  order  to  provide  anti-subauvrin#  protection,  as  well  as 
to  provide  additional  gun  and  torpww  strength,  is  act  explained;  It  would 
appear  that  ha  'tad  completely  forgotten  his  responsibilitiws  as  the  Group 
Cosasander.  But  even  as  the  Co— vending  Officer,  he  had  serious  responsi- 
bilities with  relation  to  hia  objsotive  - namely,  the  protection  of  the 
Allied  shipping  at  Tulagl  and  Guadalcanal,  Although  he  had  been  in  a 
serious  gun  and  torpedo  battle  with  enaaqr  ships  whioh  had  passed  from  west 
to  east,  he  had  not  as  yet  responded  adequately  to  th*  challenge  to  his 
ability  to  aooaaplish  this  objeotivo. 

Had  he  aade  an  adequate  estimate  of  the  situation  at  this  time  he 
rould  have  realised  that  ha  had  taro  vitally  important  tasks  to  accomplish 
immediately.  Okx*  was  to  alert  Commander  VINCENNES  Group,  as  well  as  th* 
other  important  oomaandero  of  Tf  62,  such  as  CTP  62,  CTG  62.6  and  CTG  62.4, 
to  the  faot  that  a strong  Japanese  cruiser  force  was  in  Iron  Bottom  Sound) 
that  it  was  heading  in  the  direction  of  the  Allied  shipping  at  Tulagi,  and 
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tluf.t  there  was  a possibility  cf  lwwdiate  action.  The  second  was  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  eastward  ss  rapidly  as  possible,  consistent  with  his  damaged 
bow,  in  ordar  to  support  Commander  VIBCEHNK8  Group,  and  to  recall  his  de- 
stroyers an  route.  Had  ha  thought  the  situation  through,  he  would  have 
realitad  that  ha  was  justified  in  Boring  to  the  eastward  at  this  tine. 

Since  the  assay  was  heading  in  that  direotion  tha  defense  of  tbs  chipping 
at  Guadalcanal  against  any  additional  aaemy  raiding  forces  now  properly 
beowee  largely  the  responsibility  of  CTO  62.6  in  the  AUSTRALIA,  who  was  ap- 
parently still  in  that  area,  supported  by  the  destroyers  of  the  screen  iu 
Area  XRAY  and  possibly  by  tha  SAH  JUAM  Group.  Unfortunately,  Ccnmander 
CHICAOO  Group  did  not  sake  a thorough  eatiaate  and  apparently  failed  to  ap- 
preoiate  tha  neoessity  for  carrying  out  the  abore  tasks. 

Instead,  he  continued  on  to  the  westward  on  course  28S°(T)  at  twelve 
knots  and  opened  fire  with  the  four  guns  of  his  starboard  5- inch  battery 
on  the  left  hand  "destroyer”  with  an  opening  range  of  720C  yards. * His 
target  was  reportedly  the  YUBARI  which  was  about  1S00  yards  astern  (to  the 
left)  of  the  TSNBYU,  The  aotual  range,  as  determined  by  analysis.  Diagram 
"G",  was  6000  yards)  and  the  aotual  bearing  was  S28°(T),  or  forty-fire  de- 
grees relative.  His  opening  of  fire  was  facilitated  by  the  fact  that  the 
CHICAOO' s starboard  6- inch  battery  was  already  trained  on  this  bearing. 

The  CHICAOO  flrad  twenty-five  rounds  of  5-inoh  ammunition.  As  a result  of 
this  firing,  the  Case  an  ding  Officer  observed  one  shell  burst  on  the  enemy 
and  thought  that  he  had  obtained  one  hit.*  However,  the  TUBAltl  does  not 
admit  having  been  hit  by  an  Allied  eruiser  at  this  time.  The  TENRYU  on  the 
other  hand  admits  having  received  shell  fraptent  hite  on  the  after  deok 
causing  numerous  casualties.**  Analysis  indicates  that  this  damage  was 
most  probably  reoctred  at  this  time,  and  therefore  indioates  that  it  was 
probably  done  by  tha  CHICAGO. 

While  his  action  In  engaging  these  cruisers  was  sound  to  the  extent 
that  any  Japanese  combatant  ship  which  was  in  a favorable  position  to  at- 
tack bin  (or  which  was  In  a favorable  position  to  ctrike  at  the  Allied 
shipping)  beosms  a proper  target,  his  action  in  engaging  them  on  a reverse 
oourae  is  questioned.  The  rate  rf  change  of  bearing  was  necessarily  high; 
the  period  of  gunfire  would  be  short;  his  c our  as  was  rapidly  rsmoving  the 
CHICAGO  from  the  vicinity  of  the  other  ensmy  cruisers  which  were  swiftly 
moving  to  tha  eastward.  Finally,  the  maintenance  of  the  base  course  of 
28S°(T)  et  a uniform  speed  made  the  CHICAGO  an  exceptionally  apt  target  for 
the  torpedoes  of  the  ships  he  thought  were  "two  destroyers",  which  torpedoes 
night  already  be  headed  towards  her.  A smirked  change  of  course  and  speed  by 
the  CHICAGO  was  Indicated  at  this  point. 
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Shortly  after  opening  fire  on  the  TUBARI,  the  CHICAGO  loet  her  target* 
This  ms  probably  occasioned  by  the  turnmray  of  the  TUBARI  at  this  time, 
end  serves  to  confir*  the  supposition  wade  in  this  analysis  that  the  TURAKI 
turned  sljsultaneously  with  the  TJOTRYO  at  0160  to  the  new  course  of  032° (T).* 
The  CHICAGO,  non  without  a target,  turned  on  her  Number  Tan  and  Humber  Four 
searohlights  - which,  at  the  moment,  were  trained  ou  relative  bearing  320°, 
as  was  the  port  anti-aircraft  battery  - and  swept  tf.  the  left  down  the  port 
side.  But  since  she  discovered  no  targets  in  that  area,  she  extinguished 
the  searchlights** 

While  this  employment  of  searohlights  was  not  recommended  by  War  In- 
structions which  stated*  "Opening  lights  and  sweeping  over  wide  arcs  for 
the  target  will  be  avoided,"**  its  use  in  this  case  is  oonsldered  to  have 
been  correct  because  the  CHICAGO'S  star  shells  - fired  on  this  same  bearing 
several  minutaa  earlier  - had  all  failed  to  function*  The  Commanding  Of- 
ficer, whoa®  own  ship  had  been  disclosed  already,  was  determined  to  exer- 
also  the  greatest  vigilance  to  guard  against  additional  attaoks  through 
dark  sectors  and  this  required  a quick  search. 

About  the  some  time*  c.t  0161,  the  Commanding  Offioer  observed  a gun 
notion  to  starboard  which  thereafter  draw  to  the  northward.*  Although  he 
makes  no  mention  in  his  notion  report  as  to  what  ships  were  engaged  in  this 
gun  action,  he  must  have  felt  fslrly  confident  that  the  gunfire  wai  between 
the  VIHC KIBES  Croup  and  the  Japanese  Cruiser  Force  with  whom  hr  had  bean  so 
recently  engaged*  The  range  to  the  latter  group  averaged  less  than  6000 
yards  from  the  CHICAGO. 

The  CoMssfiding  Offioer  ignored  this  action  end  continued  on  course 
283° (T)  at  spend  twelve.  Why  he  made  no  effort  to  olose  the  gap  between 
the  CHICAGO  and  the  VINCENNES  Group  is  not  olear  at  this  writing.  Perhaps 
he  felt  that*  should  other  enemy  ships  attempt  additional  operations  in  the 
south  channel*  he  might  be  able  to  interfere  with  them;  perhaps  he  felt 
that  he  was  too  ‘far  my  to  be  able  to  support  adequately  the  V IN CANNES 
Group* 

Also  at  about  0161,  the  CHICAGO  sighted  a friendly  destroyer  on  her 
starboard  quarter  bearing  063° (T)  distant  2900  yards**  This  was  the  BAG” 
LET.  Qku»  minute  later  the  CHICAGO  sighted  the  PATTERSON  passing  about  1500 
yards  abeam  to  port  on  approximately  an  opposite  course**  This  re flighting 
of  the  PAVT8ES0*  cents  same  light  on  the  conditions  of  visibility  in  that 
particular  direction.  Although  the  CHICAGO  had  soon  the  PATTERSON  turn  to 
ooursa  090°(T)  at  01 60,  while  the  latter  was  in  a position  on  her  port  bow. 
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•he  mist  nave  lost  sight  of  her  shortly,  for  she  rediscovered  the  PATTER- 
SON on  her  port  beam  about  two  minutet.  later*  This  emphasises  the  need 
for  keeping  own  ft  •)»  together  during  night  or  low  visibility  in  order  to 
avoid  confusion  anu  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  firing  on  own  ships*  It 
also  emphasizes  the  faot  that  a Comnmding  Officer,  who  can  feel  oonfident 
that  any  ship  sighted  during  night  aotion  is  enemy,  has  a marked  initial 
advantage  over  a Commanding  Officer  who  is  forced  to  withheld  fire  until 
the  enemy  nature  of  the  ship  sighted  has  been  determined* 

The  Guamanding  Officer,  CHICAGO  now,  at  0162,  with  no  target,  decided 
to  examine  hie  ship  tc  ascertain  the  extent  of  damage  sustained  from  the 
terpedo  hit  diioh  he  had  received  shortly  after  0147*  This  inspection  dis- 
closed the  flooding  of  oocparhment*  and  a bole  in  the  second  platform  deck, 
forward  of  Frame  16,  end  in  the  first  platform  deck,  forward  of  Frame  10 e 
The  damage  was  In  the  process  of  being  brought  under  control  and  the  strength 
bulkheads  were  being  shored  up  preparatory  to  increased  speed** 

The  commanding  Officer  decided  to  teat  the  strength  of  these  shored 
up  bulkheads,  and  oomnenoed  increasing  speed  to  throw  increased  pressure 
on  them*  Although  he  ran  at  a higher  apeed  for  a period  of  but  two  minuter* 
and  therefore,  bai  suooeeded  in  inoreaaing  speed  only  slightly,  he  decided 
that  the  CHICAGO  would  be  able  to  operate  safely  at  twenty- five  knots* 

About  this  time,  at  0164,  the  CHICAGO  completed  decoding  a message  to 
withdraw  towards  Lengo  Channel*  Although  the  Cowman dinf  Officer  did  not 
give  the  text,  the  originator  or  the  addressees  of  this  message,  it  prob- 
ably was  the  one  from  Commander  Transport  Squadron  YOKE  who  had  gotten  his 
ships  underway  from  the  Tulagi  anchorage  at  0150* 

Between  0164  and  0200,  the  CHICAGO  continued  on  to  the  westward;  and 
leither  participated  in  any  aotion  nor  reported  sighting  any  aotion.  It 
ippeara  likely  that  during  this  period  her  vision  was  blanketed  by  the 
iloud  bark  south  of  Save  Island  so  that  she  did  nob  observe  the  Japanese 
sa*»tem  Group  ae  it  drew  off  to  the  northeastward*  At  the  of  this 
period,  the  CHICAGO  was  16,500  ya— Is  from  the  CHOKAI  and  but  13,000  yards 
'rom  the  KINUGASA. 

Tho  Commanding  Officer,  CHICAGO  was  alerted  to  the  faot  that  a battle 
<ae  still  underway  in  his  area  at  0200,  when  he  observed  gun  aotion  be- 
rween  unidentified  ships  to  the  westward  of  Savo  Island**  This  ms  un- 
doubtedly the  brief  battle  between  the  damaged  and  retiring  American  de- 
stroyer JARVIS  end  thw  Japanese  destroyer  Y1MAGX.  The  plot  on  Diagram  "G* 
daolosee  that  these  destroyers  weie  about  14,010  yards  away  on  bearing 
00°(T)  at  this  time* 
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At  0200,  the  CHICAGO'S  position  relative  to  the  center  of  Sevo  Island, 
ms  bearing  167° (T)  distant  13,700  yards. 

(?)  Action  by  CANBERRA 

At  0150,  the  CANBERRA  ms  drifting  - with  the  my  on  that  full  speed 
had  given  her  before  her  engineering  plant  ms  put  out  of  operation  - on  a 
heading  of  about  030°(T).  She  was  ablate,  and  was  listing  five  degrees  to 
starboard  at  this  time.  Her  Captain  was  mortally  wounded  on  the  bridge, 
and  the  Bxeoutive  Officer  ms  commanding. 

Three  torpedoes  - fired  at  her  at  0149  by  the  FURUTAKA*  - were  closing 
her  rapidly,  but  eventually  missed.  She  was  being  fired  on  at  this  time  by 
one  Japanese  cruiser  - the  KINUGASA.*  She  remained  under  the  firo  of  the 
KINUGASA's  dual  purpose  guns  until  about  0153,  at  which  time  the  KINUGASA 
fired  two  torpedoes  at  her  and  claimed  direct  hits.  These  torpedoes  mipscd. 

The  position  of  the  CANBERRA  at  0156,  as  ohowa  on  Diagram  "G",  ms  de- 
termined by  the  sighting  of  the  TENRYTJ  which  noted  her  on  bearing  140°(T), 
afire  and  sinking.** 

The  CANBERRA  made  every  effort  to  extinguish  the  fires,  to  repair  the 
damage  and  to  continue  the  action.  Operations  were  initiated  to  launch  the 
remaining  torpedoes,  to  push  overboard  the  gasoline  tanks,  to  flood  all 
magazines  and  shell  rooms,  and  to  drop  overboard  all  ready  ammunition.  Ef- 
forts were  also  made  to  quench  topside  fires,  employing  bucket  chains. 

At  0200  she  ms  bearing  133°(T),  distant  16,000  yards  from  the  center 
of  Savo  Island. 

(3)  Aotion  by  PATTERSON 

At  about  0160  the  Commanding  Officer,  PATTERSON  completed  his  turn  to 
an  easterly  course.***  He  had  seen  the  enemy  moving  rapidly  to  the  east- 
ward, and  knew  that  additional  night  action  was  probable.  Bis  reason  for 
proceeding  independently  to  the  eastward  is  presumed  to  have  been  that  the 
transports  and  cargo  shipr  were  endangered  and  lie  wished  to  be  in  a sup- 
porting position. 

His  action  would  have  boon  laudable  had  the  PATTERSON  been  on  inde- 
pendent duty,  instead  of  a part  of  the  anti-submarine  screen  of  the  CHICAGO 


* Track  "cDuirt  ^2  Huixsif  no  cfetfDlV  IS  Metalled  Se  ttle  Report  #5,  SoYoraolas 
Naval  Action,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  WDC  Document  160997,  June  27th,  1947, 
**  Records  CRUDIV  18,  August  9th,  1942,  TTDC  Document  160984. 

***  Action  Report  PATTERSON,  Engagement  with  Bnesqy  Surfaoe  Ships,  Right 
August  8th-9th„  1942,  Savo-Aiadaloanal -Tuiagi  Area,  Serial  001,  August 
13th,  1942, 


Group.  She  had  neither  oen  released  by  the  Group  Commander  nor  had  ahe 
been  directed  by  CTG  62.6  to  join  a destroyer  striking  force.  The  PATTER- 
SON'S 0160  position,  with  relation  to  the  CHICAGO,  was  0:1  the  correct  bear- 
ing and  but  1000  yards  outside  of  the  resigned  patrol  station.  It  seems 
proper  that  she  should  have  altered  course  at  this  time  to  assume  an  anti- 
submarine station  on  the  CHICAGO. 

At  about  0150ig,  the  Commanding  Officer  - who  had  been  checking  up  to 
ascertain  how  his  ship  had  performed  during  the  heat  of  tho  surprise  en- 
gagement with  the  Japanese  light  cruisers  - discovered  to  his  chagrin  that 
hie  ori.  i'  at  0148  to  fire  the  torpedoes  had  not  been  heard  by  the  Torpedo 
Officer,  probably  because  of  the  noise  of  gunfire,  and  that  the  torpedoes 
had  not  been  fired. * This  error  brings  out  the  necessity  for  insuring 
within  a command  that  all  battle  commands  and  orders  are  promptly  delivered 
and  understood.  If  neoessary,  such  commands  and  orders  should  be  repeated 
back  to  the  source  for  verification.  Obviously  the  Commanding  Offioor 
PATTERSON  should  have  made  certain  not  only  that  his  Torpedo  Officer  had 
received  and  understood  his  order,  but  that  he  had  in  fact  fired  the  torpe- 
does. 


Hie  PATTERSON  reopened  fir*  a few  minutes  later.  She  believed  that 
she  was  still  firing  at  the  YUBARI,  but  analysis  of  the  movements  of  CRUDIV 
EIGHTEEN  and  of  the  Japanese  Eastern  Group  reveals  that  she  was  probably  fir- 
ing at  the  KINUGASA  which  was  the  left-hand  ship  of  the  Japanese  Eastern 
Group  - as  viewed  from  the  PATTERSON.  Since  thtio  ships  were  employing  their 
searchlights  intermittently  on  the  VINCENNES  Group  to  the  north,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  the  westernmost  ships,  the  KAKO  and  KIN  ’CASA,  silhouetted  them- 
selves to  the  PATTERSON.  The  KINUGASA  received  an  intermediate  battery  hit 
on  her  starboard  side  near  the  waterline,**  at  about  0166^  which  apparently 
was  scored  by  the  PATTERSON.  As  the  PATTERSON  does  not  report  having  been 
fired  on  at  this  time  and  as  the  Japanese  do  not  roport  having  fired  to 
starboard,  it  is  probable  that  she  was  disregarded  by  the  Japanese.  The 
PATTERSON  fired  intermittently,  as  the  opportunity  afford" d when  bhe  enemy 
was  silhouetted.  She  employed  no  star  shells  after  0150  or  searchlights. 

Also  at  about  0156^  when  the  KINUGASA  was  about  7700  yards  away  on 
bearing  010°(T),  the  Commanding  Officer,  PATTERSON  changed  course  to  a gen- 
erally northeasterly  direction,  ostensibly  to  parallel  the  course  of  the 
Japanese  Eastern  Group  and  to  olose  the  range  if  possible.  If  this  were 
bis  reason,  it  is  unfortunate  that  he  did  not  broadoast  his  solution  of  the 
enemy  course  and  speed,  for  it  might  have  been  helpful  to  the  VINCENNES 
Group,  as  well  as  to  other  interested  Commanders.  It  might  have  allowed 


* Action  Report  PATTERSOW,  Engagement  with  fcnemy  Surface  Ships,  Sight  " 
August  8th-9th,  1942,  Savo-Guadalcanal-Tulagi  Area,  Serial  001,  August 
13th,  1942. 

**  CRUDIV  S Detailed  Battle  Report  #8,  Solomons  Naval  Action  August  7th- 
10th,  1942,  CIG  Document  8SS27,  June  27th,  1947. 


CTO  62.4  in  the  SAN  JUAN  Group  to  bring  his  cruisers  into  the  engagement. 

As  a result  of  this  change  of  course,  the  PATTERSON  had  suoceeded  in  clos- 
ing the  range  to  about  6100  yards  by  0200,  when  she  noted  that  the  enemy 
had  commenced  changing  course  to  the  northeast.* 

At  0200,  the  PATTERSON  was  bearing  134°(T),  distant  18,000  yards  from 
the  center  of  Savo  Island* 

(4)  Action  by  RAGLE* 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  BAGLSY  having  failed  to  rejoin  the 
CHICAGO  at  0160  was  swinging  with  left  rudder  at  twenty-five  knots  to  a 
new  course  of  approximately  340° (T)  for  the  purposo  of  scanning  the  pass- 
age between  Guadalcanal  and  Savo  Island.  This  was  roughly  the  bearing  on 
which  she  had  last  seen  the  two  light  cruisers  and  two  heavy  oruisero  at 
which  she  had  fired  her  torpedoes  at  0149.**  At  about  0151  while  still  in 
her  swing,  she  noted  that  the  burning  CANBERRA,  on  a northeasterly  heading 
had  moved  to  this  bearing.  She  therefore  continued  her  swing  to  pass  under 
the  CANBERRA'S  stem.  Her  position  at  this  tiao  as  shown  on  Diagram  "G" 
was  obtained  from  the  observations  of  the  CHICAGO  which  placed  the  BAGLEY 
on  bearing  063° (T)  distant  2900  yards. 

As  the  HAGGLE*  came  out  of  her  turn  to  steady  on  a westerly  course,  her 
gyro  compass  failed,  and  ohe  was  forced  to  steer  by  laagnetio  compass,*** 

At  0152,  she  was  lighted  by  the  TENKYU  and  incorrectly  identified  as 
a FARPAGUT  Class  dostroyer  on  bearing  12GC(T)  at  range  5500  yards  from  the 
TENRYO.****  Although  she  wee  taken  under  fire  by  the  TEJfEYU,  she  neither 
observod  this  Japanese  cruiser  nor  witnessed  the  firing.  This  firing  was 
poorly  directed,  for  otherwise  she  would  neoessarily  have  noted  the  splash- 
es of  sewn  of  the  salvos.  The  ability  of  the  TENRTfU  tc  sight  the  BAGLEY  at 
this  time,  without  having  been  deteoted  in  return,  was  probably  the  result 
of  the  silhouetting  of  the  EAGLEY  against  the  glow  of  the  CANBERRA'S  fires 
while  the  TENHYU  was  oonooaled  in  low  risibility  to  the  northwest* 

During  the  minutes  the  BAGLEY  was  passing  under  the  stem  of  the  CAN- 
BERRA, the  Commanding  Offioer,  BAGLEY  had  maple  opportunity  to  observe  her 
diaa  led  condition.  He  probably  considered  screening  her,  but  rejeoted 
this  courso  of  action  because  of  the  dootrine  that  "no  efx'eotire  combatant 


* JLotion  Keport,T>At!fc}2oK,  l&gagettont  with  Enemy  Surface  Ships7  (tht  " 
August  8th-9th,  1942,  Bavo-Guadaioan»i  Area,  Serial  001,  August  13th, 
1942,  page  2. 

**  Action  Report  BAGLEY,  Night  Engagement  August  9th,  1942,  Tulagl-Guad- 
alcanal  Area,  Serial  016,  August  13th,  1942. 

***  Action  Report  CHICAGO  concerning  Action  Against  Sneaky  Foroes  August 
9th,  1942,  Guadaloanal-Tulagi  Area,  Serial  099,  August  12th,  1942. 

***«  Records  CRUDTY  18,  Augujt  9th„  142,  WDC  l>c  nsaent  160984. 
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ships.,.. c are  to  attempt  to  assist  disabled  ships  until  the  engagement  is 
over."* 

Instead,  he  concluded  that  his  proper  oourse  of  action  still  was  to 
cbtaiu  information  of  the  enemy,  He  decided  therefore  to  oontlnue  "to  scan 
the  passage  between  Guadalcanal  and  Savo".**  While  his  deoision  to  obtain 
information  was  sound  his  method  of  accomplishing  his  objective  was  of 
doubtful  correctness.  For  by  seaming  this  passage  he  was  scanning  the 
area  through  which  the  Japanese  cruisers  had  already  passed.  Would  he  not 
have  contributed  far  mo le  to  the  Allied  possibility  of  success  had  he  en- 
deavored to  maintain  contaot  with  the  Japanese  cruisers  and  to  report  their 
movements  to  the  Offioer-in- Tactical  Command? 

During  the  next  seven  minutes,  tho  EAGLET  made  no  contaot  whatsoever  - 
either  on  friendly  or  on  enemy  ships.  It  seems  unusual  that  she  did  not 
observe  the  notion  between  the  Japanese  Eastern  Group  and  the  VINCENNES 
Group,  for  Japanese  searchlights  and  later,  the  fires  of  the  Allied  oruis- 
ers  provided  many  sources  of  illumination.  Thir  ringular  ciroumstanoe  seems 
to  be  explained  by  the  fact,  that  the  track  of  the  BAGiEY  pusaed  through  the 
area  under  the  heavy  aloud  bank  which  lay  south  of  Savo  Island;  thereby 
took  her  through  spotty  weather  marked  by  frequent  rain  squalls  and  conse- 
quent low  visibility. 

The  RAGLE?' s 0200  position,  as  determined  from  the  contact  made  on  her 
by  the  HELM  when  a flash  o'*  lightning  revealed  her  position,***  was  bearing 
150° (T),  distant  920C  yards  from  the  center  of  Savo  Island. 

(o)  OPERATIONS  OF  RADAR  AND  ANTI-SUBMARINE  SCREEN 

(1)  Operations  of  BLUE 

During  the  period  0150  to  0200  the  BLUE  advanced  two  miles  farther 
along  her  picket  line  on  oourse  2S1°(T)  at  speed  twelve  knots.  3he  was  in 
Condition  of  Readiness  ONE.  She  noted  that  the  action  previously  observed 
continued  Intermittently  and  that  it  wns  moving  eastward  to  the  area  which 
was  obscured  from  her  view  by  Savo  Island.**** 

She  did  not  receive  any  reports  er  orders  during  this  period.  In  the 
absence  of  orders,  the  Commanding  Officer  considered  that  his  tack  was  to 
oontlnue  his  anti-submarine  and  radar  patrol.  This  was,  of  oourse,  oorreot. 


**  Action  Report  3AGLET,  Night  Engagement  August  9th,  1942,  Tulagi- 
Guudeloaxml  Area,  Serial  016,  August  13th,  1942. 

***  Action  Report  IvSLN,  Night  KognKemant  off  Savo  Island  Solomon  Islwi&s, 
August  Sth,  1942,  Sarial  DD380/A16-3S(12S),  August  14th,  1942. 

«’***  Action  Repcrt,  BLUE,  Operations  in  Solomon  Islands  on  Night  of  August 
8th-9th,  1942,  Serial  031,  Augxmt  12th,  1942. 
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for  It  complied  with  the  Special  Instructions  oi  CJG  62.6  for  the  radar 
pickets  in  tne  event  of  attack. 

(2)  Operations  of  RALPH  TALBOT 

At  0150,  just  two  minutes  after  going  to  Genrral  Quarters,  the  RALPH 
TALBOT  saw  floating  flares  over  Guadalcanal  Bay  and  star  shells*  (the  lat- 
ter  had  been  fired  by  the  PATTERSON).  She  also  observed  Immediately  there- 
after searchlights  and  gunfire  to  the  southward  at  about  28.000  yards 
range.*  She  was  witnessing  the  Japanese  Eastern  Group  open  fire  on  the  VIN- 
CENNES Group.  ‘ 

?he  Commanding  Officer  then  broadoast  a massage  over  TBS  voice  radio > 

"Nothing  lit  sight  north  of  Savo  Island."  In  making  this  report,  he  was 

providing  the  OTC  with  oertain  negative  information  which  he  felt  should  1 

I help  that  officer  to  localise  the  area  of  combat  at  a time  when  the  latter 

was  in  need  of  information.  It  is  doubted  that  this  message  whs  ever  re-  I 

oeived  by  the  action  addressee,  or  by  any  other  ship.  It  would  have  been  * 

* wise  had  the  Ccasaanding  Officer.  RAIPH  TALBOT,  paralleled  this  TBS  voice 

, radio  message  with  a straight  (CW)  radio  trcaaaga.  There  w,  s difficulty  in  \ 

receiving  voice  radio  at  thia  tiae.  but  little  cliff ioulty  in  receiving  keyed  ■ 

radio. 

In  the  next  teu  minutes,  the  RALPH  TALBOT  witnessed  a heavy  exchange 
, of  gunfire.  She  oould  see  three  Allied  cruisers  (the  VINCENNES,  QUINCY  and 

ASTORIA)  silhouetted  b*'  flarea  to  the  southward.  She  noted  that  the  enemy 
ships  used  pairs  of  searchlights  only  while  firing.  She  saw  one  Allied 
i cruiser  get  hit,  burst  into  flames,  but  continue  to  return  the  fire. 

I During  this  via*  she  steed  on  to  the  southweatward  on  her  patrol  course 

of  252°(T).  At  0200,  the  Japanese  Eastern  Group  was  still  at  about  23,400 
yards  range  from  the  TALBOT  and  the  VINCENNES  Group  was  roughly  at  about 
| 15,000  yards  range. 

f The  0200  position  of  the  RALPH  TALBOT  was  bearing  023°(T),  distance 

16«40Q  yards  from  the  center  of  Savo  Island. 

! (d)  OPERATIONS  OF  CTG  62.6 

At  0160,  CTG  62.6  i a the  AUSTRALIA  was  operating  within  the  anti-sub- 
marine screen  of  Area  TRAY.  He  had  just  observed  ths  firing  between  CRUDIV 

EIGHTEEN  and  the  PATTERSON.  Than  at  about  0161,  he  observed  strong  action  | 


* Action"  'Rep'ort'KAQ’li  fALBCT,  Preliminary  Report  ot  Action  August  8tK-9th, 
1942,  Gunnery  Report,  Enclosure  (A),  Serial  A16-S/DD390/05,  August  11th, 
1942. 


to  the  eastward  of  th<  PATTERSON  which  suggested  sorfsoe  ship  action.* 

He  was  impressed  by  the  intensity  of  the  developing  motion,  for  he  statsdi 
"the  gunfire  was  Tery  henry,  and  I thought  it  Mist  hare  been  the  VINCENNES 
Group  o owing  into  action  against  an  enemy  being  engaged  by  tbs  AUSTRALIA 
Group".**  His  statenent  indicates  that  he  believed  that  the  VINCENNES 
Group  and  the  CHICAGO  Group  were  coordinating  their  efforts  adequately  for 
their  common  defense  and  for  the  defense  of  the  transports , Actually,  he 
had  obserred  the  Japanese  Eastern  Group  opening  fire  m the  VINCENNES  Group, 

It  is  not  oleer  why  he  belicred  that  his  two  groups  were  adequately 
coordinating  their  efforts.  He  had  done  little  to  facilitate  such  coordina- 
tion, He  had  not  issued  any  battle  plan  whioh  presided  for  coordination. 

He  had  withdrawn  fro*  the  soreen  without  notifying  Commander  VINCENNES 
Group  of  his  absenoe.  As  a oonssquenos,  that  offioer  not  only  did  not  know 
that  hs  himself  was  Off icer- in -Tact leal  Cosaa&nd  in  the  Western  Screening 
Area  but  he  also  did  not  know  that  the  AUSTRALIA  was  absent.  Does  this  not 
indicate  that  CTO  62.8  should  hare  expected  little  more  than  limited  co- 
ordination between  his  groups,  and  that  sren  this  limited  coordination 
would  probably  be  obtained  as  a matter  of  luck? 

CTG  62.6  suffered  sobm  serere  disillusionment  because  of  this  firing. 

He  had  believed  that  he  had  established  a night  soreen  whioh  would  he  highly 
effeotire  against  enemy  submarines  or  surfeoe  forces.  He  later  wrote j 
"It  should  not  hare  been  poaaible  for  an  enemy  force  to  get  inside  3aro 
Island  without  being  detected  either  visually  or  by  radar  by  the  BLUE  end 
RALPH  TALBOT."4*  Now  to  his  chagrin,  the  enemy  had  broken  through  this  soreen 
with  surface  ships  end  apparently  without  haring  been  detected,  for  he  had 
reoeired  no  oontaot  reports. 

By  0166,  he  had  obserred  that  the  aotion  had  distinctly  shifted  to 
the  right  and  had  increased  in  intensity.  Is  the  ebsense  of  »«y  informa- 
tion - either  of  the  ensat'  foroes  or  of  the  suooess,  if  any,  of  his  own 
screening  groups  in  the  engagement  - he  presumed  that  the  sneaky  had  been 
turned  to  the  eastward  by  oontaot  with  the  CHICAGO  Group,  and  had  been 
forced  by  the  CHICAGO  Group  into  aotion  with  the  VINCENNES  Group.  He  did 
not  see  any  cause  for  undue  alarm,  for  he  felt  that  the  combined  motion  of 
the  VINCENNES  and  CHICAGO  Groups  oould  effeotirely  deal  with  any  enway 
force  likely  - from  his  intelligence  of  the  enemy  In  the  area  - to  attack,** 

He  realised  that  the  aotion  was  progressing  so  rapidly  that  he  oould 
not  rejoin  the  CHICAGO  Group  before  the  battle  was  over.  He  also  surmised 
that  there  was  a distinct  possibility  that  one  or  acre  ensmy  ships  might 
suooeed  in  evading  the  CHICAGO  Group  and  oould  be  en  route  even  now  to 


* lotion  Report  CW  32.4  concerning  yin*l  labile  of  Savo  Island,  Serial " 
API 056/1 5 August  13th,  1942,  para.  94. 

**  Remarks  of  CTG  62.6,  Might  Action  off  Savo  Island,  August  9th,  1942  to 
CTF  62,  August  11th,  1942,  page  1. 


attack  the  transport*  and  cargo  ships  in  Araa  XRIY  off  Guadalcanal. * Ha 
oorractly  daoidad  that  th*  proper  action  to  taka  vast  (a)  to  plaoa  the 
AUSTRALIA,  in  an  interposing  position  between  the  enemy  and  Area  ZRAT  and 
(b)  to  order  the  destroyers  of  the  transport  screening  group  to  randes- 
to  us  immediately  on  th*  AUSTRALIA  In  order  to  provide  sufficient  strength 
to  drive  off  any  ensmy  ships  encountered.*  He  therefore  ordered  the  AUS- 
TRALIA to  patrol  a line  on  courses  060°-240°(T)  in  a position  about  seven 
■dies  to  the  westward  of  th*  transport  group  in  Area.  XRAT,**  and  he  com- 
menced enorypting  a dispatoh  to  th*  destroyers  to  rendesvoua  on  the  AUS- 
TRALIA. It  is  apparent  that  he  realised  (a)  that  hla  objective  at  this 
tints  was  the  protection  of  the  Alliad  shipping  at  Guadalcanal,  and  (b)  that 
this  could  only  be  aohieved  by  regaining  in  a close  covering  position  near 
Area  XRAY.  He  did  not  allow  hiaself  to  forget  hi*  objeotiv*. 

Tnis  decision  of  CTG  62.6  indicates  the  Manures  that  h*  might  have 
taken  on  the  western  screening  station,  as  CoMaandsr  AUSTRALIA  Group,  had 
he  been  oaught  by  surprise  - as  was  the  Cowman der  CHICAGO  Group.  Had  he 
be^u  Qffioer-ln-Taotioal  Cosusand  during  th*  battle,  it  is  likely  that  he 
would  have  alerted  the  VINCENNES  Group,  and  would  have  direoted  ita  com- 
anndar  to  novo  that  group  immediately  to  a covering  position  suitable  for 
th*  - ioteotion  of  transports  and  cargo  shipt  off  Tulagi.  What  the  Japanese 
commander  would  have  don*  had  this  situation  developed  is  merely  oor  jeoture j 
but  judging  from  his  conduct  throughout  the  battle,  it  is  not  impossible 
that  he  would  have  retired  without  taking  further  offensire  aotion. 

At  020  ,,  the  AUSTRALIA  appears  to  have  oonaeneed  her  covering  patrol 
on  oourss  Ck>0  !(T)  at  twelve  knots. 

(e)  OPERATIONS  OP  3 AH  JUAH  GROUP 


At  0150  the  SAN  JUAN  Group  was  on  course  000°(T)  at  fifteen  knots,  ob- 
serving the  gun  aotion  between  thr  Japanese  Western  Group  and  the  ships  of 
th*  CHICAGO  Group.  This  firing  ceased  suddenly  about  0151.*** 

Almost  immediately  a ser.rohlight  (the  CHOKAI’ s)  was  exposed  from  a 
position  tearing  about  500°(T)  from  the  SA1  JUAN  Group.***  Gunfire  followed 
and  star  shells  (the  VINCENNES')  were  observed.  This  heavy  gunfire  was  th* 
opening  of  the  engagement  between  the  VINCENNES  Group  and  the  Japanese  East- 
ern Group. 


TTSXXrzr  TPTS  W.T  concerning  ffigHt  Aotion  off  Savo  Island,  August  9£h. 


1942,  August  11th,  1942,  p.  ge  1. 
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letter  August  15th,  1942  from  Commanding  Officer,  hmas  HOBART  to  CTP  44 
(CTG  62.6) 
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At  0163,  the  searchlight  illumination  fro  a the  Japanese  cruisers  m 
dlasMu  to  the  T'.ew  of  the  obeerrers  in  the  &AF  JUAJt  Group  by  the  more  bril- 
liant glare  of  « second  string  of  airoraft  flares  whioh  were  dropped  at 
this  time.*  (Xfciese  were  the  first  flares  sighted  by  the  ASTORIA).  The 
distent  silhouettes  of  three  unrecognised  ships  were  sron  vaguely,  and 
Heavy  gunfire  was  observed  to  be  exchanged.* 

At  0166,  the  original  burning  ship,  bearing  258° (?)  from  the  HOBART, 
was  reoogniaea  as  the  CARBSKRA  with  a list  to  starboard.  She  appeared  to 
be  stopped,  but  the  fires  aboard  did  not  seen  to  be  serious  at  this  time** 

At  0158,  th » gAH  JUAB  Group  had  reached  the  northern  Unit  of  its  pa- 
trol and  had  oeasianoed  a reversal  of  oourse  to  180°(T).  At  this  raonent  the 
CHOCAI,  which  wan  15,000  yards  fron  the  3AS  JUAI  was  changing  her  course 
f-ost  089°(T)  to  <«••(?) . Her* raver,  she  was  not  visible  to  the  SAH  JUAM 
Group, 

During  this  ten  minute  period  free  0160  until  0200,  CTG  62.4  had  ob- 
served this  enga  gnaent.  Ha  believed  that  two  col  isms  of  ships  were  firing 
at  eeoh  other. ••  He  observed  that  the  right-hand  column  appeared  to  be 

headed  either  to  the  northwest  or  to  the  southeast,  he  oould  not  tell  which. 
This  right-hand  oilman,  of  course,  was  the  YIHCHNBS  Group,  though  CTG  62.4 
was  inclined  to  think  it  was  the  enemy. '»»  He  observed  e large  fire  break 

out  in  one  ship**  (probably  the  OPIXCT).  By  the  light  of  this  fire,  he 

was  enabled  to  observe  seem  splashes,  evidently  "overs"  to  the  right  of  the 
right  oolumn  (VIMCEKMHS  Group)  and  some  shell  hits  on  this  column  of  ahipa. 

At  0200,  CTG  62 .4*  s position  was  about  fourteen  miles  north  of  Roll 
Point  and  about  five  miles  southwest  of  Tulagi  Island.  Hia  position  with 
raletion  to  the  Japanese  JSastern  CTroup  was  suoh  that,  had  he  been  able  to 

see  clearly  the  approach  of  that  group  towards  the  Allied  shipping  at 

Tulagi,  and  bed  he  received  any  information  from  the  Wostern  Screening 
Group,  he  might  well  haw*  offered  oonsidereble  resistance  to  that  operation. 
However,  as  ha  was  without  information,  and  as  his  baaio  instructions  di- 
rected that  ha  was  to  pravant  enemy  light  forces  frost  costing  into  Iron  Bottom 
Sound  from  the  eastward  vie.  Leugo  Channel,  he  correctly  continued  his  patrol 
on  oourse  180°(T)  et  fifteen  knots. 


* Ippen3Tx  lb  to  Action  Report  CT“tf  62,6  concerning  Pinal  Settle  of  Sevo 
Island  August  9th,  1942,  Serial  AP106C/L5,  August  13th,  1942  which  is 
letter  August  15th,  1942  from  Ccnmndiag  Officer,  HOBART  to  CTF  44 

(CIO  32.6) 

•*  Action  Heport  CTG  62.4,  Report  of  Aotion,  Tulagi-Gundalosnsl,  August 
6th-10th,  1942,  Boo lo sure  (A)  FKA/AIS-^CjI),  August  13th,  1942. 


CHAPTER  XV 


OPERATIONS  OF  JAPAEESK  CRUISER  FORCE 
Q2CO  August  9th  to  0220  August  9th 


(a)  ACT  I OH  BETWKSM  JAPANESE  EASTERN  GROUP  AWT  VINCENNES  OROOf 

At  0200  the  CHOXAI  and  CRUDIV  SIX  of  tha  Japanese  Sastarn  Group  nor* 
la  tha  process  of  • crating  temporarily*  It  mss  pointed  cut  previously 
that  tha  cnOKAI  had  changed  oourea  from  016<>(t)  to  0B9°(T)  at  0169§t  tut 
whathtr  or  not  aha  remained  on  this  latter  eoursa  for  longer  than  one 
minute  or  ao  remains  obsoura.  Tha  faot  that  aha  had  ehangfRl  ooursa  radi- 
cally (by  some  forty  degrees)  to  tha  right  mat  have  been  dearly  observed 
by  0011  CRUDIV  SIX,  mho  mas  immediately  confronted  with  the  reoesalty  of 
deciding  upon  whether  to  follow  the  CHOXAI  or  to  oontlaue  the  sngegwsawt. 

He  changed  ooursa  to  000° (t),*  and  continued  to  engage  the  VINCXR1ES  Group* 

Had  Commander  Cruiser  Force  been  heading  towards  Tulagi,  and  had  ha 
noted  that  COMCRUDIV  SIX  was  not  following  in  oolian,  does  it  not  aasm 
reasonable  to  presume  that  he  would  have  ordered  0(M CRUDIV  SIX,  with  his 
three  ships,  to  follow!  The  faot  that  ha  permitted  COMCRUDIV  SIX  to  pro- 
ceed independently  « continuing  the  engagement  on  a retirement  course  - 
throws  some  light  on  the  CHOXAI' s maneuvers)  and  indicates  that  they  had 
nothing  to  do  with  Tulagi,  but  were  More  or  less  independent  In  nature. 
Perhaps  the  CHOXAI  ad  suffered  a ml  nor  casualty,  or  perhapr;  her  diffi- 
culties ware  evident  to  COMGRTJDTV  SIX,  who  either  decided  to  Ignore  them 
or  had  been  direoted  by  Commander  Cruiser  Foroe  to  disregard  his  move- 
ment*; Suffice  it  to  «ay.  he  proceeded  to  the  north,  passing  to  the 
westward  of  tha  CHGKM  and  thereby  interposing  between  her  and  the  Tin 
CBKNES  Group  with  the  guns  of  his  oruiser  division. 

In  ao  doing,  it  is  possible  that  COMCRUDIV  SIX  was  carrying  out 
Japanese  dootrine  which  may  have  been  somewhat  similar  to  the  Allied 
doctrine  o an earning  disabled  ships  In  action  - quoted  previously  in  the 
case  of  the  BAOLKT  end  CAM  BERRA. 

As  tin  AOBA  o banged  course  to  the  north,  the  KAXO  - the  next  ship  in 
column  - commenced  training  her  port  torpedo  tubes  and  her  guns  on  the 
ASfORIA.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  KAKD's  gun  target  had  been  the 
VUCWBSS  which  now  w*.s  obscured  by  both  the  QUINCY  and  ASTORIA  because 
of  the  crossing  of  the  "Toe"  from  the  rear.**  The  KHU0ASA  also  shifted 
her  fire  from  the  VHCSEE5B  to  the  A8T0BIA.  As  she  did  ao,  she  fired  her 
right  torpedoes  towards  Transport  Area  XRAT  which  was  roughly  26,0QD  yards 


• CRUDIV  6 'Detailed  Battle  Report  ^8,'  Solomons  ltawal  Action,'  August  7th- 
10th,  1942,  CIG  Document  86927,  June  2Tth,  1947. 

•*  Mar  Diary  KASO,  August  Ttb-lOth,  1942,  Solomons  Sea  Battle  WDC  Document 
160149. 
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am*y.»  Th#  nup  was  well  within  th*  radio*  liadtatioas  of  the  Japanese 
torpedoes  - 85,800  yard*  at  forty  knot***-  but  tho  aireotion  of  travel 
mi  obviously  in  error,  sines  th#  transport#  had  gotten  underway  at  0160 
and  had  stood  out  from  their  anchorage.  111  torpodoe#  mi#«ed® 

This  notion  of  th#  Commanding  Officer,  XHUOASA  i#  markedly  iadi ta- 
il vw  of  th#  conoern  with  which  he  viewed  the  departure  of  the  Cruieer 
h:rot  frt>"  th#  area.  le  apparently  realised  that  the  assiped  objective  - 
the  destruction  of  the  Allied  transports  end  cargo  ships  at  Guadalcanal 
and  Tulagi  - mas  not  to  be  accomplished  and  he  was  aggravated  to  take  the 
independent  notion  of  firing  his  torpedoes®  The  C smear  ding  Officer, 
IIITTadSA  disclosed  by  this  p stolen oe  a finer  strategle  understanding,  than 
did  hie  superior,  of  the  adverse  effect  th#  failure  to  destroy  the  Allied 
shipping  might  have  on  the  Japanese  cause.  Cc  the  other  hand,  he  dis- 
closed a poor  tnotioal  understanding  of  th#  possible  future  employment  of 
these  torpedoes  against  enemy  targets  during  th*  re  mainder  ef  this  raid- 
ing operation® 


As  an  outgrowth  of  th*  CBOKAl's  erratic  movements  and  of  CQKCEUDTV 
Six'  • ohang*  of  course  to  th#  north,  th#  CROKAI  fell  behind  CKUbiV  8 IX 
and  gradually  assumed  aa  offset  position  near  the  rear  of  the  column®*** 

It  le  presumed  that  Ccuear der  Cruieer  Force,  immediately  esmmanoed  m 
attempt  to  regain  hie  position  at  the  hes^  of  the  m1ux.|  bit  the  analy- 
sis of  hie  bearings  (recorded  on  Allied  ships  during  the  period  0200  to 
0216)  reveals  that  he  had  not  suooeeded  in  recovering  much,  if  any,  dis- 
tance on  CKDCIV  SIX  beiTorc  0216. 

At  0201  the  CBOXAI  observed  a direct  shell  hit  on  the  ASTORIA  - 
identified  oorreotiy  by  her  us  a 8 AH  FRAHCISCO  Class  cruiser. Sine# 
the  CBDKAI  wme  not  firing  at  this  tins,  it  la  prebabl#  that  this  shell  ha* 
been  fired  by  the  AOBA  which  had  opened  fire  on  the  ASTORIA®  The  CKSAX 

. . . . . - 1 ..  A.  a — ®k4  m Wl  * had 

also  repo  res  a xnex  xnie  Muse  eueuey  oroi»®r,  me  » * »•*“*  - -*  — — r —~ 
burned  and  sink.  This  repo r was  in  error,  as  the  ASTCXIA  did  not  elnk 
for  sobm  ton  hours® 


Also  at  0201,  th#  KAKO  fired  four  torpedoes  from  her  port  tnhee  at 
the  ASTORIA  which  mas  thsn  bearing  523®(T).ee*ee  Shs  set  these  torpedoes 


Solomons  Haval  Action,  Augist  7th- 10th,  1942,  TOC  Document  16099T® 

•*  Report  of  Basle  Charaoterieties  ef  Foreign  Torpedcev,  Havml  Torpedo 
Station,  Newport,  R.I.,  January  29th,  1948. 

**•  U8SBS  Interrogation  lav.  lo.  109,  Vel.  n.  Interrogation  of  japeaeoe 
Offloiale,  Interrogation  of  Captain  Toshikasu  Ohrnae,  IJH,  page  «*. 
•***  War  Diary  8th  Fleex,  August  7th-10ths  1942,  CIO  Document  T488S, 

May  12th,  1947. 

,*«**  War  Diary  UtO,  August  7th»10th,  1942,  lelaMst  See  Battle,  WuC 
Document  160148. 
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at  a dap  tin  of  four  Mttrt  and  at  a apaad  of  fifty  knots;  but  underestimated 
tha  rang#  to  the  ASTORIA  aa  6600  yards,  when  it  was  actually  8500  yards* 

The  tun  aoiwnt  of  tba  ASTORIA  to  tba  right  at  thia  tins,  nay  have  baan 
tba  rwaoa  that  thase  torpedoes  mi  a a ad. 

Tba  AO  BA  sgain  at  J202  selected  tha  Q.UIKCT  as  bar  target  whioh  aha 
laoorreotly  idantifiad  ns  a "PORT LAUD  Class  heavy  oruiaer,  isnadiataly  in 
front  of  and  on  tha  ui«  o our  a a as  tha  tuning  ASTORIA  Class  heavy 
cruiser”*  Tha  AO  BA  opened  fire  on  tha  QUUCT  scoring  hits** 

At  tha  aasaa  tins  tha  KARO  fired  bar  4 *7- inch  anti-airoraft  guns  and 
bar  *6-*illinet*r  naohlne  g »*.  s at  tba  ASTORIA  getting  bits  on  bar  bridge 
a to,**  causing  great  duaaagy  and  killing  tha  hslaavu****  These  hit# 
undoubtedly  a*  re  and*  by  tha  anti-airoraft  guns,  sin  os  tha  effeetlv* 
boriaantal  <enga  of  the  23-adlllneter  aaohln*  guns  was  but  4000  yards.**** 
Tha  firing  of  these  latter  guns  at  this  tins  indicates  poor  fire  discipline 
within  tba  ZAZO. 

At  0204,  tba  CBOKAI  noted  that  tha  ASTORIA  had  been  hi  on  her  stem 
by  shellfire.*****  This  dcjmge  was  oor fined  by  ids*  Cre— Hiding  Officer, 

AS  TORI  a who  reported  hawing  been  hit  at  this  tine  in  tha  after  angina 
rocas.  It  is  prob&bl*  - froa  tha  angle  of  pan  at  rat  ion  - that  this  hit  was 
aada  by  tha  KDBUQASA* 

The  CBOKAI  reported  the  ASTORIA*  a bearing  at  thia  tine  aa  318°(T )*»♦♦♦■ 
This  bearing  discloses  tho  approximate  relative  positioa  of  CBOKAI  and 
confirm*  the  foot  that  she  was  near  tha  rear  of  tha  ooluam,  rather  than 
in  tha  wan.  Bad  aha  remained  in  th»  wan  - about  1300  yards  ahead  of  tha 
A0RA  - her  bearing  on  tha  ASTORIA  at  Of 04  would  neoeasarily  have  bans 
about  30»°(T). 

At  0206,  tha  AOBA  roported  that  tha  CBOKAI  had  iiiuniumWi  as 
ASTORIA  Clans  oruiaer  with  her  rearohlights,  had  opened  fire,  and  had 
snored  hits. •*•••*  It  is  evident  frou  this  statement  that  the  CBOKAI  had 
gotten  baok  around  to  a northerly  course  to  roaster  tha  angagsmsot  nt 
this  tine,  and  between  02C4  aad  0203  hr d oloacd  CRUDIV  BIX  in  auah  Banner 
that  her  line  of  fire  alaarad  both  tha  KAKO  aad  KXV0QA8A* 


— anggr  nmr  irei#  ? awij  rai^Tggsr  • 

7th- 10th,  1942,  CTO  boowant  869*7,  June  27th,  1947. 
aa  Bar  Diary  KAKO,  August  7th- loth,  1942,  Bo  lessens  Sea  Battle,  VDC 
Docaaent  180143. 

**•  Aoticn  Report , ASTORIA,  Battle  of  8avo  Island,  Serial  AP6T/A16-B/ 
(00800),  An©ivt  20th,  1942* 

•***  densrai  Qsruy  of  Japan*;*  Ravel  Ordasraa  aad  Byslpasat,  (SI,  Serial 
Ml  ‘K44,  August  1st,  1944* 

*•••*  Bar  O&ary  9th  Fleet,  August  Tth-lOth,  19*8,  CIO  OMuant  74839, 

Hay  1S«>.,  1847. 

aeaea*  CRUHT  8 Detallad  Battle  Report  #6,  Bolaaoas  I aval  Action,  August 
7th~10th,  1962,  BSC  Document  18099T,  June  27th,  1947, 


* *17  *> 


Thau*  the  Japan**#  lasts m Oroup  had  giwan  the  ASTORIA*  tha  nearest 
Allied  heavy  oruiser*  a torri/io  oanoantratioc*  of  fira  for  about  five 
le&Autaa  - frow  0200  to  0206.  Tba  XAXO.  and  the  KHUQASA  had  oonesntrated 
their  fira  <m  bar  throughout;  tha  AQBA  had  briefly  add  ad  bar  fira  to  this 
concentration  fron  0200  to  0202  bafora  shifting  baok  to  tha  QCTNCYj  and 
finally,  at  0205  tba  CEQKAX  had  raeunad  fira  on  tha  ASTORIA* 

At  this  sane  tins  tha  CflOKAI  ***  hit  by  tbraa  shall*  from  tha  QTJINCT' s 
tarrats  X and  IK*  Two  shall s landad  in  tha  operation  roan  (Flag  Plot)  lo- 
oatad  Just  aft  of  the  CHOKAI'e  bridge,  killed  thirty  nan  and  burned  all  tha 
o harts  of  Cooaazadar  Cruiser  Foroe.  Tha  third  shall  landad  n akr  tha  aviation 
orans.*  Tba  CBOKAI's  position  ana  revealed  by  bar  bearing  on  tha  star- 
board quarter  of  tha  QUX2CY  snd  by  tha  faot  that  observers  on  tha  QUINCY 
notioed  that  tha  glare  of  tha  explosion  aboard  her  silhouetted  a closer 
Japwese  oruisar**-  nbst  likely  tha  KAXO*  This  observation  indiontas 
that  tho  CHOKAI  ana  to  tha  eastward  of  CHDDI7  SIX. 

At  0205  tha  KiXD  fired  two  additional  torpedoes  at  tha  ASTORIA* 

Since  the  ASTORIA  executed  a turn  to  tha  left  during  tha  tine  these  tor- 
pedoes core  approaching  her*  these  torpedoes  wars  bound  to  nisei  and  tho 
KAKC  “verted  that  they  missed.***  At  020d*  tha  RATIO  observed  a direct 
hit  on  'die  ASTORIA*  and  considered  that  it  ana  aade  by  one  of  tha  four 
torpsdw*  she  hod  fired  at  0201.***  Her  conclusion  ana  in  error*  for  all 
of  bar  -orpedooa  missed. 

At  0207  tha  ACSA  noted  that  her  target*  the  QUINCY*  had  changed 
oourse  to  tha  northeast  and  "although  afire*  rushed  to  sttank  our  battle 
forwaclon  from  twenty  dagraas  to  port."****  Tha  Japanese  ware  auoh  in- 
praasad  with  the  heroic  conduct  uf  tha  QUINCY  and  remarked  that  her 
Cananding  Officer  was  s vary  brave  as®.#**** 

Tha  AOBA  turned  to  tha  left  at  0208  to  a oourse  that  tha  CKODIV  SIX 
Trask  Chart  depleted  as  about  528°(T)--  This  change  of  oourse  toward  tha 
QUINCY  was  made  because  CCNiCRDDIV  SIX  desired  "to  oounterattaok”e**v 
within  a olosa  torpedo  range  in  order  to  insure  hitting  tha  QUINCY*  which 
at  this  tins  was  in  a gradual  turn  to  the  right.  CCMCHDDI7  SIX  interpreted 
this  turn  of  tha  QUINCY  aa  being  an  all-out  last-gasp  attack  upon  hi* 
flagship.  His  own  turn  served  also  to  close  tha  range  frc«  his  division 
to  tha  VINCBJNSS  and  ASTORIA  which  had  turned  away  to  tba  left. 


•‘ttSSfUS  IntarrcgatVocTy'av.  "No.  85*  Vol.  II,  Interrogation  of  Japanese 
Officials;  Interrogation  of  Captain  Xinkiohi  lato,  IJN,  page  362. 

•*  Written  Statement  August  10th*  1942*  by  Snsips  Parry  Roberta  A-V(N), 
USNR,  QUINCY, 

***  Wax  Diary  EAXO*  August  7th-10th,  1942,  Soloatcns  S*a  Battle*  WDC 
Doounent  160143. 

****  CRODIV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  #8*  Solomons  Naval  Action*  August 
7th- 10th,  1942,  CIO  Document  86927*  June  27th*  1947. 

*****  interrogation  of  Vice  Admiral  Nika**,  IJN  end  Captain  Ohm*,  IJN* 
by  SCAF  iu  August  1949. 


The  ships  of  mistr  m MIowJ  tha  fltphlp  luoMiflnly  la  eolmi 
snd  iU  CPXUi  ^U<k  mi  attempting  b omrlaul  the  IOH,  probably  out 
tin  mnrizov  bp  burning  at  about  0*10  to  • porallsl  entree.  Tho  MOM  had 
to  bo  slndfal  of  the  aww—to  of  tho  snuOMA  at  this  tins}  for  tho  lottor 
«mc  having  steering  dlffleultlee  ml  «ti  probably  steering  with  hor  on* 

The  true*  of  tho  1IWMA1A  dlaeleoes  that  aha  one  not  in  oolum  at 
this  tiM|  bat  hod  deviated  fnan  a poaltieo  ca  tho  port  quart  or  of  tho 
BMC  to  a position  an  iho  lottor'  o starboard  quarter  Just  baforo  hor  shangs 
to  SM®(T), ♦ 

Caring  this  t&ao  tho  felffi)  flrod  hor  oala  hattory  at  tha  QUIRT  and 
tho  «XL*V.  Tho  KXB0QA8A  aloo  flrod  hor  oaln  battery  at  the  QOIKCT  but 
drwM  hor  astl-feireraft  battery  at  tha  AgTOKUu*  Tbo  AQBA  and  tie 
CBCKAI  ware  scot  firing  at  this  tins. 

At  Mil  - addle  an  oourso  SS6°(f ) * tha  axwki  turned  her  waarohllght 
w.  mod  Its  boon  part  the  Wilt!!,  loaatod  tho  mcBOKi  on  bearing  *80° 

(Tj,  and  MBonad  hrlaj*  iy  idi  tlno  tho  TnfflOUB  had  roverssd  onurao 
and  naa  at  a rangb  af  about  MOO  yards.  The  CBOKAX  MMldcrd  that  ah* 
had  nodo  dlroot  bits  on  tha  TO  ORB  and  noted  largs  Tha  VII- 

CSm  nas  helpless  at  this  tins,**  and  nas  attangtlag  unsuooaaafully  to 
sever  horeelf  n&th  arofcs* 

Tho  bearing  of  tho  *290X1188  frta  tho  MOM  at  OKI*  provides  tha 
ohlof  basis  far  dotondelog  tha  appro zlaata  position  of  tho  attmpt  at  thla 
tint*  Tide  bearing  oatatollahaa  tha  CBOKAX* a position  as  Jubt  about  abreast 
af  tho  ncnudlt  ih»  no  noooasarllp  to  tho  oaatoard  still,  and  probably 
ana  beeping  & safe  diotonoa  of  about  1000  yards  In  oaee  tha  SXSOQABA  again 
ewarvei  toxnrd  bo r ~ M «b»  h»4  done  previous  to  tho  turn  at  0*10.  This 
poeltlan  of  the  CBQRAX  in&ontee  that  she  had  aado  good  a speed  of  twnty-six 
tnetc  sines  0*04, 

BaowMlr,  AOftS,  bad  reopened  fire  an  the  Qiriuvt  anion  ons  now  in 
a pewltAoa  uVvwt  SCOO  yards  off  tho  AfifiA'a  port  bean.  Tho  ACM  flrod  one 
tOTpofe.  bo  port-  at  tho  *%  about  0814.  At  0618  tho  XlfTJQASA  Hie- 

niaob&d  tta  iJtSSKJt  ei&4  £%&&&  at  bor  with  both  mis  and  antl-airoraft 
batteries**  At  about  08*3  AOhi's  torpedo  struofe  tho  QCIUCY*  The 
wapatteo*  abated  that  Q0XICT  aaagjht  fire  sad  had  suuk  iiutedistely.oo* 
Tho  QgRjSCT  actually  nosh  sane  tessnby  nteutes  1 stars  but  the  (Japanese  did 
not  civarw  hor  sink  fcsw*»sase  th»y  w»  than  at  l««at  18,000  yards  auny. 

Thla  o lain  - aindlar  Pq  other  «rrm«eoa  Japan*®*  stab*#**&t»  eeaeeralng  tha 
*LakiK$  of  Allied  ahipa  isping  tho  battle  - insdoatos  a tandaaoy,  ehlah 
hee»s  t»f#  pranemt **i  virengheut  th®  nr,  to  naht  exaggerated  elaiaa 


-rfszrm SrrfKrnsBsasr^^^  lSRiTispSPmK: 

Selaasns  lava!  Aetian,  August  ?bh-X0th,  1948,  TOC  Deenuawst  180997, 

•*  War  Clary  #tfc  ?Soo%,  &sa*»t  Tth-lOtfe,  IMS,  CS0  DoeuBtnt  748*8, 
my  Itth#  494?. 

on*  4 Sets*  lad  battle  logout  <fj*,  VoIwbi  gavel  Aotioa  August  7th- 

10th,  IMS,  0X0  Ceosjaewfe  tWlT,  Jess  27th,  1847. 


oneerning  enenty  danage  without  first  swOring  every  effort  to  rerify  the 
ruth. 

At  about  0216  the  CBOXAI  - in  her  offset  position  to  the  eastward  of 
he  UlUOASA  - reeeired  a direct  hit  on  her  turret  1 try  an  S-xaoh  shell, 
his  shell,  which  seme  to  hawe  beer  a wild  shot  Intended  for  the  ITOI'D- 
ASA,  was  fired  by  tat  A3T0E1A  in  lcoal  control > sued  was  wall  error  the 
H0OASA  in  range. 

The  Japanese  then  at  0216  extinguished  all  their  searchlights  and 
eased  firing, 

Connander  Cruiser  Fore*  at  this  sonant  was  rsnfroated  with  the 
eoecsity  of  noting  an  important  decision.  Hr  had  sc  seriously  danaged 
he  V INC  SINKS  Group  that  it  woe  all  bun  destroyed.  He  hod  effectively 
linlnated  all  opposition  fmn  the  Allied  VAatern  screening  groups,  but 
ad  suffered  only  slight  naaijs  tc  his  fere#-  He  had  oene  into  the 
und  to  aestray  the  Allied  transports  ur d sorgo  ships  at  both  Guadalcanal 
1 Tulagi  t an  yet  hod  token  no  notion  omic/t  then.  He  had  en- 

tered no  effeetlvo  opposition  to  the  aooenplislMnt  of  that  task,  He 
sa  now  no  further  away  Term  the  fulagi  anehorege  tiwn  b*  had  been  at 
200  - 20,000  yards  * end  even  if  the  tranrport*  there  had  been  alerted 
ad  gotten  underway  (which  they  had ) tV>  way  now  lay  open  to  rapidly  over- 
toil then.  He  «m  already  an  a retirenmt  oourae  out  c?  the  Sound,  tot 
he  rear  position  of  hie  flagship,  CUDfAX , afforded  him  a ready  opportunity 
o asuune  the  leading  poeitlnn  by  an  lnweaiate  reversal  of  course, 

'Chile  Canwondor  Cruiser  Faroe  diseusoed  the:  altuariou  with  his  staff, 
CHCKDUtV  SIX  oou tinned  to  lead  the  Kastern  Orouj,'  on  eaurse  529°{T)  at 
TWaty^sii.  knots,  retiring  fjron  the  area  si'tar  tbs  oeseetlon  of  action  at 
£16,  The  Consanding  Of  floor,  CHOXAI  - etesssing  a paral'^l  track  slightly 
o the  lastwarl  and  abreast  the  K1VU3A&A  - oontivued  his  of forte  to  regain 
he  leading  position.  It  is  aswaned  that  be  o<*..a«need  accelerating  to 
sriiwi  speed  ut  this  tine.  It  Is  probable  that  COHCSW71V  SIX  woe  ucn- 
i»ring  whet  ectien  Cowsiandwr  Cruiser  Toros  would  take  - »ow  that  all  ga»" 
'ire  had  erased  — and  was  anxiously  awaiting  sane  order  fren  hia. 

At  0220,  Casna:  ier  Cruiser  Faroe  hod  node  his  deulslcw  t#  retire,  eae 
ii rooted  by  radio*  "All  ships  withdraw?”# 

This  ceoision  la  not  oofesioerwd  to  have  bee- a oorreet,  because  it  re- 
ported the  acooMpllalvent  of  the  basis  objective  - the  det*tr»*tion  of  the 
tilled  shipping.  The  Japanese  High  Cdnnard  also  considered  that  the 
•ejected*  of  the  baelo  obJsoUv*  m.  insenreot,  for  the  Goosander  5c-Chi»f, 
Jcnbiued  yloet  severely  orttlelsd  Caaxxl»r  Cruiser  Fo.ee  for  failing  to 
destroy  the  killed  transport  e and  ear  go  ships  - ere**  ut  the  seat  of  a?\ 


* dfilftffV  (J,  Derailed  Battle  kepart  #6,  "s©ro«N*Ie  Wavnl  Aetiou,~2tiguai  7iW- 

lOhh,  1942,  uIG  Document  86027,  Jure  27th,  1947, 


of  hi*  orui(tri«* 


Student*  of  naval  nr  fare  will  be  oonasrned  with  the  considerations 
that  not !▼#, ted  Connander  Cruiser  Force  to  aak*  this  decision*  The  in'* 
terrogatioa  of  several  Japanese  officials  after  the  war  divulges  the  font 
that  opinion  was  divided  an  the  flagship  as  to  whether  or  not  to  turn 
book  and  attaok  the  transports  *••  Via*  Admiral  Mikaws.  stated  in  1949  that 
he  bad  wanted  to  return,  but  had  allowed  the  reoda  nidations  of  his  staff 
to  prevail  against  his  own  opinion****  The  opposition  of  his  staff  was 
based  on  the  oonsideration  that  oonaiderable  delay  would  be  incurred  in 
reforadng  the  Japanese  Cruiser  force,  end  that,  if  it  turned  bask  te  attack 
the  transports  after  this  delay,  the  foroe  would  be  within  radius  of 
Allied  olanee  the  next  Morning*****  In  addition,  tne  less  of  the  o harts 
in  Flag  Plot  nay  have  bean  a temporary  lnoonvenianoe  and  was  given  sane 
■eatian  by  his  Chief  of  Staff  i*e**  hut  the  sane  offioer  later  stated  that 
their  lees  was  of  no  oonaequenoe,  sines  the  CHMLAI  had  spare  eharta  an 
her  bridge  and  In  her  underwater  ohart  stowage  room  ,**«*«*  A careful  e value - 
tlutt  »*  the  abevs  ssurees  of  i*fb  motion  an  this  point  has  led  to  the 
positive  oonelusion  in  this  study  that  the  real  reason  for  the  decision  #f 
C <wnder  Cruiser  Foroe  to  withdraw  was  his  apprehension  of  Allied  ea.'rier- 
baeed  aircraft.  The  Japanese  knew  of  the  presence  of  the  carrier  aircraft 
in  the  vicinity,  beeeuse  they  had  been  listening  to  *Jsd  Bass*  (XTBnDSl) 
sod  "Bleak  Base"  (CHICAGO)  broadcast  all  day  during  the  Bthu****  Ceaosnder 
Cruiser  Fores  had  no  air  cover****  to  oonhat  the  Allied  carrier  planes* 

H*  was  seriously  eonoerned  with  the  operation  of  putting  aa  aaah  aalt  water 
as  possible  betwem  his  own  foroa  sad  the  Allied  carriers  hefexw  daybreak* 

If  this  is  aooepted  as  being  ths  case  at  0£S0,  it  besoMse  neoessary 
to  discover  - if  possible  - the  change  in  tho  Japanese)  eoaespt  of  the 
operation  whereby  Cflamder  Cruiser  Foroe’  b apprehension  of  Allied  air 
attacks  booene  greater-  at  0220  than  it  had  bean  en  the  pr eiloas  day  when 
he  fcraulated  hi*  pi xn. 

It  ecsn*  alear  that  his  original  plan  - signalled  to  Us  ferae  at 
1640,  August  8th  - was  jredioated  «n  the  aesssslty  of  rnuJaiag  in  Iran 
Bottom  Bovrad  until  after  0550.  That  is  to  say.  In  formulating  hie  plan, 
a study  of  the  ohart  mist  have  reversed  that  be  could  uet  enter  Iron 


» fetetenvnt  of  Vice  Admiral  5BKB  Uikawa,  IJH,  ifekyo,  July  to 

Lieutonsnt  Reger  Pineau,  UBHH. 

••  085 bB  Interrogation  lav*  fo.  85,  Yol.  II,  Interrogation  of  Japanese 
Offidfalai  Interrogation  of  Captsdn  Klakiohi  Kate,  XJH,  page  562* 

***  Interrogation  of  Tie#  Admiral  Ouilehi  Hikawa,  I JR,  Battle  of  Pavo 
Island  by  Historical  Branch,  02  Osnere.1  Headquarters,  Far  lastsrn 
Canasnd,  Tokyo,  August  1949* 

*««*  173808  Interrogation  lav.  Ho*  109,  Interrogation  of  Japanese  Offi- 
cials, Interrogation  of  Captela  Toshlfcasu  OiaA**,  IJH,  7ol»  II, 
page  472. 

*****  Interrogation  of  Captain  TcsUkagu  Ohaae,  IJH , Battle  of  8av*)  Island 
by  Historical  Branch,  02  General  Headquarters,  Far  Rasters  Cosnand, 
Tokyo,  August  1849. 


Bottom  Sound  before  0150,  that  Is  proceeding  at  twenty- • It  knots  directly 
to  tha  transport  area  at  Guadalcanal  and  thereafter  to  Tulagl  - allowing 
himself  a total  of  forty-fim  minutes  for  tha  destruction  of  tha  Allied 
shipping  at  both  plaoas  - ha  oould  not  possibly  hisa  cownsnoad  his  rotira- 
nant  baf  ora  0550,  a "as  if  ha  had  snoouatarad  no  opposition  whatsoever. 
Therefore,  0550  he cans  his  aarliast  retirement  tins  for  planning  purposes. 


With  hit  knowledge  of  tha  presenoe  of  tha  Alliad  oarriers,  it  than 
became  necessary  for  hi&  to  dete*v&ine  whether  or  net  thia  time  ms  aooapt- 
abla  in  rl<r*  of  tha  davger  of  Allied  air  attacks*  A study  of  tha  japanasa 
aaarohaa  during  tha  praoading  two  dayr.  - during  ahleh  tiwa  tha  saaroh  planas 
had  frilad  to  looata  tha  Alliad  oarriara  - probably  oosrinoad  Coauaandsr 
Cruisar  Force  that  tbase  oarriara  wara  operating  in  an  arae  mil  to  tha 
southward  of  Yulagi  - aa  far  away  aa  100  alias  - and  that  tha  Alliad 
oarriar  cowman  der  would  not  risk  bringing  his  force  within  tha  ranga  of 
tha  land-based  bowbara  of  tha  FIFTH  Air  Attack  Foroa.  Tha  faot  that 
Commander  Cruls  »r  Foroa  entered  Iron  Bottom  dound  t r.  carry  out  his  plan 
is  evidences  (a)  «hat  ha  aooaptad  0550  as  his  aarliast  predetermined  tiwa 
of  withdrawal,  s-id  (d)  that  ha  aaaussad  that  ths  Allied  Carrier  Fores  would 
r swain  in  thair  opa rating  araa  of  the  previous  two  days.  Bis  plan,  ths re- 
furs,  asms  to  ham  bsan  baaad  on  tha  saleulatad  risk  of  baing  ablo  to 
withdraw  at  thirty  knots  to  gain  a position  175  alias  away  from  tha  Alliad 
oarrlors  at  0800. 


What  thsn  had  lnfluauoad  Cowmndsr  Cruisar  Foroa  at  0220  - with  still 
anothsr  hour  and  tan  ainutss  aval  lab  Is  baf  ora  0550  - to  reject.  hit  basis 
objective  (tha  dsstruetlan  of  tha  Alliad  shipping)  and  to  oocmsnoa  his 
withdrawal  from  tha  arm?  Had  ha  oewa  to  doubt  tha  so un  da  ess  of  his 
assumption  that  tha  Alliad  Carriar  Foroa  would  rsnaln  in  its  operating 
araa  about  100  wllas  south  of  Tulagif  It  aawaa  elaar  that  by  ths  and  of 
tba  orulssr  action  ha  had  baoowa  oonoarnad  with  tha  possibility  that  tha 
Carrier  Foroa  might  ham  bsan  darted  to  tha  aotlcn  in  Iron  Button  Sound, 
and  amn  now*  night  bo  prooaading  at  high  spaad  ta  thn  northwest  to  oloee 
him*  If  ha  now  wished  to  amid  oomplata  destruction*  ha  had  better  ratlrw 
lanwdlately* 

It  seams  to  be  far  more  than  a passing  thought  - haratioal  though  it 
may  earn  to  soma*  and  particularly  to  tha  Japanasa  » that  it  la  not  im- 
probable that  Commander  Cruiser  Foroa  had  decided  wary  early  in  tha  action 
to  retire  mil  in  advanoe  of  0550*  This  idea  gains  oradanos  whan  it  is 
rwnaabarad  taat  ha  rejeeted  his  opportunity  to  close  ths  Guadaleeital 
ana  bo  rage  at  0115  without  opposition*  and  again  at  0200  rejected  tha  same 
aa  regards  tha  Tulagl  anchorage*  Bis  battle  track  through  tba  Sound  shows 
that  he  had  radically  out  corners  and  divulges  a consciousness  on  his  part 
of  baing  pressed  for  time.  Thia  oonseieuaaese*  atomalag  f r«  a fasr  of 
daylight  air  attacks,  may  hare  bean  tha  principal  activating  factor  whloh 
oausad  him  to  engage  only  tha  orulssrs,  i at, her  than  to  penetrate  daap  into 
tfcv*  transport  areas. 

At  0220*  tha  positions  of  tha  cruisers  of  tha  Japanese  laatera  Croup , 
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with  relation  to  the  sac  ter  of  ftavo  Island  were* 


(a)  The  e^HrxkJ  m hearing  060° (,T) , distant  16,000  ysrds. 

(b)  The  AC  BA  was  bear  lag  0S0°(T),  v'.  *t ant  14,900  yards. 

(o)  The  KASO  was  bearing  068*(T),  distant  14,800  yards. 

(d)  The  EnOdASA  was  bearing  <MSCr(¥),  distant  14,800  yards. 

(b)  ACTIOB  HffWI  JAPAH8B  — I1KU  caOPP  AJD  YCTCMBB  (gggP 


At  0200,  the  three  ships  of  the  Japanese  Veitm  Group  were  engaging 
the  vnCHH  Group  free  a position  to  the  soutkeeetuard  at  a naan  range 
of  3800  yards.  The  TM1TC  and  WBABX  eaoh  were  Maneuvering  to  a firing 
position  to  lean  oh  torpedoes.  The  F0H0TA3A  was  oentianlng  on  her  eouree 
of  020°(T)0  shifting  her  gunfire  fron  the  QTTnrCT  to  the  VIWCWRSS. 

The  FTTKJTAIA  did  not  follow  the  TejiRTv  ‘ s aaniivsr  to  fire  torpedoes.* 

8 ha  had  flrod  a total  of  eight  torpedoes  during  this  night  action, ••  and 
had  gettea  then  all  out  against  the  CHICAGO  Group  prior  to  0160.*  At 
0201,  she  was  observed  fine  the  QPUCT  to  be  paralleling  the  northerly 
a auras  of  the  ships  of  the  TTVCBIltm  Group.***  This  observation  is  oon- 
firned  by  CHCHV  SIX  traok  chart  whioh  shows  ths  FOROTAKA  an  s ooarse  of 
about  000° (T)  at  this  tins.  Ths  FOHOTAXA  thsr*foro  had  ohengsd  eourso 
fron  Q20°(T)  to  000°(**)  to  oentinao  her  gtaafire  an  the  VHCHHSS  without 
needlessly  closing  ths  rangs  - whioh  in  Diagram  ®B*  ms  about  4000  yards. 

In  se  doing  she  had  nads  provision  fbr  anple  lateral  saa  roon  for  the 
TarRTTJ  - to  maneuver  preparatory  to  firing  her  torpedoes  and  goes  at  the 
QCIHCT.  The  TMRTO  waa  bearing  S40*(T),  distant  about  1000  yards  fron  the 
FCRDTAKA  at  this  tlx*. 

At  0201,  both  the  TKHKTO  and  the  TO  BARI  - than  about  1200  yards  north 
of  TttRTO  - ocenenoed  swinging  left  to  bring  their  respeotiTe  torpedo 
targets  a bean  to  starboard.  The  TBfBTO  at  0202  fired  six  torpedoes**  at 
tha  qpnCY  whioh  was  abean  to  starboard****  on  bearing  046°(T)  at  range 
3000  yards.  The  TO  BARI  is  also  believed  to  have  fired  four  torpedoes  et 
this  sane  tine  at  the  VTtfCSHlTO  whioh  the  plotting  analysis  shows  to  have 
been  on  a bearing  of  046°(T)  distant  2400  yards.  Aotually,  the  firing  of 
torpedoes  at  this  tine  by  tha  TO  BARI  is  an  evaluation  based  an  tha  doou- 
abated  facts i (a)  that  the  TO BARI  fired  four  torpedoes**  during  this  night 
action,  (b)  that  the  THTCKKH5S  aa  well  as  the  QUIRCT,  was  torpedoed  on  her 
port  side  one  and  one-half  minutes  later,  and  (o)  that  CBJ0D.iV  BIGHTESK  did 
not  reach  a torpedo- firing  point  at  any  other  tin  in  this  battle. 


• Tract  £hart~$£  inna-sa^  Vo  CRUDI^  * Detailed  Battle  Report  $d,  Solosions 
Kaval  Aotion,  August  7th»10th,  1942,  WDC  Dooument  160997. 

**  Aotion  Reports  fron  Tabular  Records  of  Japanese  Cruisers,  WDC  Docu- 
ment* 160625  and  161407. 

***  Written  Stetenent,  August  9th,  1942,  by  R.D.  Byers,  ffl2c>  QOIRCT. 

****  Track  Chart  Annexed  to  Reoords  CKODIV  18,  August  7th-10th,  1942, 

WDC  Document  160984. 


The  nuts*  at  whioh  that*  torpedoes  war*  firad  indl  -j*t  >s  that  OCMCRU- 
BEV  FIGHTSWf  fait  that  tha  cruisers  of  tba  VTNUSHHBS  3 roup  were  »o 
soriously  .ioa&ged  a*  to  make  close  rang#  operationo  by  hi  a light  cruisers 
reasonably  a si's.  Ha  had  every  reason  to  think  ao.  Ha  bad  observed  that 
•a oh  of  thece  Allied  cruiser?  had  beta  under  fire  for  sons  tan  minutes; 
hla  o an  chips  bad  not  basil  firad  on  except  In  a desultory  fashion  and  had 
suffered  little  if  any  damage;  and  the  Allied  ships  appeared  to  be  operat- 
ing without  coordinated  direction.  The  success  of  tba  CRUDIV  KIGHTMS 
torpedo  operation  lad i oates  the  soundness  of  his  estimates. 

After  firing  torpedoes  the  THRU  YU  smug  back  to  starboard  to  settle 
on  oou.’is  940*(Y)e  end  to  pour  a heavy  oonoentration  of  fire  into  the 
port  tide  of  the  CflJIICT.e*  The  identity  of  the  TO! RYU  ae  the  firing  ship 
at  thia  point  is  established  by  statements  of  QUINCY  personnel  who  either 
noted  her  "three  high  fat  stacks***  or  dasorlbad  her  as  "a  orulser  which 
looked  Ilka  a three-stack  English  or  Australian  cruiser .*••* 

The  TuBARl  ana  FukUTAEs  concentrated  their  gunfire  at  this  tine  on 
the  TCKCBNNB&t'**-*  It  is  quite  logic*  i to  as  suae  that  both  the  YU  BARI  and 
FUHDTAKA  paralleled  the  movement  of  the  flagship  TBSRTTT  on  oourss  S40°(T). 
The  YU  BARI  was  on  the  starboard  bow  of  tha  TBJRYU.  The  FURUTAXA  was  on 
the  starboard  quarter  of  the  TBfRYU  and  is  shown  on  CRUDIV  SIX  track  chart 
as  bslng  an  a course  of  about  54Q°(T)  at  this  tine. 

At  about  020S^,  one  of  the  YU BARI 1 s four  torpedoes  struck  the  VTK- 
CW5NBS  In  the  vicinity  of  fireroon  One.  aakio.g  it  inoperative.  Thia 
torpedo  appears  to  have  exploded  with  a low  order  of  detonation.-*****' 

At  about  0204.  two  of  the  TEKRYU'a  six  torpedoes  struok  tha  QUINCY, 
one  hitting  In  the  way  of  flreroona  Three  and  Four,  the  other  just  for- 
ward of  tha  I.C.  Ho ob  at  Prone  46. 

At  0204,  the  TWRYU  sighted  a destroyer  bearing  about  40°  relative  - 
a true  bearing  of  020° (T)  - at  an  eat lasted  range  of  5000  yards  and  headed 
on  an  opposite  oourse.  This  was  the  WIL&Of  which  - on  the  basis  of  tbs 
plot  - was  at  an  actual  range  of  rbout  2100  yards,  and  had  reversed  oourse 
to  unmask  hsr  starboard  battery  in  order  to  engage  tbs  Japanese  Eastern 


r^,a‘cKH,“to5iie,rito  ks'cords  18.  August  Tth-lCth,  ~ 

WDC  Doouwent  ItCtM, 

*»  Written  St&temsnt,  August  10th,  1942,  by  Baslgi  J,H.  Tlgha,  USER, 
Port  Battery  Officer,  QUIIC7. 

***>  Written  Statement,  August  9th,  1942.  by  R.D.  Byers,  OH2o,  QUINCY, 
ess*  Action  Report  VIKCKNJS,  Report  of  Action  Between  US3  YINCWTES  and 
Japanese  Heavy  Cruisers  Bear  8* so  Island  on  Bight  of  iuguo'w  6th- 
9th,  1942,  Serial  0022,  August  l«th,  1942. 
seas*  Loss  In  Action  QUIRCT,  ASTORIA,  VIWCaiBBS,  Battle  of  Savo  Island, 
August  9th,  1942,  War  Dosage  Report  Bo.  29,  KavShips  29(574), 
ftireea  af  Ships,  Bevy  Department,  June  12th,  1942,  page  16. 


Group.  Tho  TBTBTO  shifted  hsr  firs  frost  the  heavily  hit  QUINCY  end 
shelled  tbs  WILSCH  with  hsr  four  5 .5- in  oh  guns  for  about  a minute.  She 
olaimsd  inflicting  a one  slight  damage.*  The  WILSON  acknowledged  that 
shells  had  passsd  extremely  oloss  aboard  and  that  one  "dud"  had  landed 
in  the  mater  but  a few  feet  frost  the  ship.  However,  she  did  not  admit 
aay'hits.** 

It  0206  the  TBfRYU  changed  oourse  to  S20°(T)  and  oeaaed  firing  on 
the  WILSON.*  She  now  returned  her  attention  to  tho  KBIT  Clasa  oruiser 
(the  QUINCY),  whion  had  been  her  previous  target,  to  observe  the  damage 
inflicted.  By  0206  the  oonfimed  the  sinking  of  this  ship.e  This  re- 
port was  incorrect,  for  the  QUINCY  did  not  sink  until  about  thirty  minutes 
later.  In  this  oase,  the  later  aotual  sinking  of  this  ship  verified  the 
Cowes  Tiding  Officer,  TWRYU ' s olaims,  but  this  was  fortuitous.  In  war, 
claims  of  sinking  should  never  be  made  until  positive  proof  is  available, 
lest  inoerreet  intelligenoe  later  bring  both  taotioal  and  strategical 
disaster. 

In  the  meantime  the  TO  BARI  and  TO  RUT  AKA  an  oourse  340^(1),  which  was 
parallel  to  tho  oourse  of  the  VHCBIRS,  had  continued  to  oonoentrsto 
their  fire  against  that  ship,  the  aotual  oourse  of  the  TO  BARI  at  this 
time  is  unknown.  The  Commanding  Officer  TO  BARI  in  noting  the  TBIRTO's 
eeurse  change  at  0206  now  found  himself  about  1100  yards  broad  on  tho 
starboard  bow  of  his  division  commando r.  It  is  assumed  that  he  attempted 
to  oroea  over  to  the  disengaged  side  and  to  fall  baok,  thereby  allowing 
the  flagship  of  CGfedtiHWT  TOGHTSB  to  assume  hie  original  position. 

Diagram  *H°  shows  tha  movamant  of  the  TO  BARI  along  oourse  307°  (T)  at 
twenty-six  knots,  and  is  a mansuvsrlng  board  solution  whioh  would  have 
allowed  the  TO  BARI  to  have  passed  800  yards  ahead  of  TMfRTO  at  0208.  It 
is  know  definitely  that  tha  TO  BARI  was  on  tha  port  hand  of  tho  TBfRTO 
la  tar,  as  will  bo  ahovsu 

Tho  TO kU TAKA  during  theas  minutes  of  action  with  tho  VII  CHINKS  re- 
mained on  oourse  340°(T)  until  about  0206)  and  than  paralleled  ths  track 
of  tha  THRTO  on  oourse  520°(T).*a*  This  movement  is  oonfimed  by  ths 
oiroumstsnoss  surrounding  ths  movements  and  sxpsrisnoe  of  the  VIMCBIHIS 
during  these  minutes > The  TORUTAKA  probably  changed  oourse  at  0206  when 
she  observed  the  YIKCBIKXS  swinging  left  to  approximately  a revere#  oourse. 
The  TORUTAKA  thereafter  was  observed  by  ths  VINCBINKS  (who  thought  sh#  mas 
friendly)  to  firs  on  ths  latter  from  a relative  bearing  of  120  degrees 
until  about  0208.**** 


• fesoords  cfeUDIY  18,  Augisi  Rth,  1942,  WDC  t)ooumsnt  1 66984. 

•a  Action  Report  WILSCH,  Action  Against  Bieny  Surfaos  Ships  off  Save 
Island  Night  of  August  8th- 9th,  1942,  Serial  008,  August  20th,  1942. 
Track  Chart  ^2  Annexed  to  CRUDZV  6 Dotal lad  Battle  Report  ^8,  Solo- 

mons Naval  Action,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  WDC  Doeument  160997. 

Action  Report  TIN C SINKS,  Report  of  Action  Between  USS  VINCENNES  and 
Japanese  Heavy  Cruisers  Wear  Save  Island  on  Night  of  August  8th- 
9th,  1942,  Serial  0022,  August  18th,  1942. 


At  about  0208  tha  YU BARI  and  the  FURUTAKA  ooaaad  firing  at  tho 
YTICWRB8*-  tho  YU  BARI  oaasing  in  ordar  to  nanauaar  through  an  aaay  8* 
turn  to  fall  book  in  boaring  on  tho  TMIYHJ,  and  tho  FURUTAKA  oooaing  firo 
in  ordar  to  noko  a ohanga  of  oouraa  to  tho  aastuard  to  fall  in  roughly 
aatarn  of  tho  TBHRYU.  Tho  Japonooo  Wsstam  Oroap(  at  0208,  ooaaad  an- 
gaging  tho  Alliad  oruiaora  and  oounanoad  a dofinlto  ratirwaant.  It* a 
only  angaganont  thoraaftor  nas  with  a picket  daatroyar,  tho  RALPH  TALBOT, 
to  bo  diaouaaod  later* 

At  0210  tho  TBTRTU  plokod  up  a "SOMERS  Typo"  daatroyar  thirty  dogrooa 
on  har  starboard  boar  illuninatod  by  "flora  light"  and  at  an  aatinatod 
ranga  of  5000  natara  (5500  yards).**  Thia  vaa  tho  RALPH  of  tho 

ORIELRY  class*  Thia  arror  in  idantifiaation  nut  a loglaal  niataka  ainaa 
tha  (HtllXJT  and  SOMERS  Claaaaa  aara  quita  ainilar* 

Tha  aouroa  of  tha  "flora  light”  by  uhiah  tha  RAIPH  TALBOT  ana  dia- 
ooaarad  ana  probably  tha  aaarohlight  of  tha  YUIAOI,  ainaa  tha  RALPH 
TALBOT  nado  rafarOnaa  to  tho  aoarohlight  illumination* 

At  0211§,  tho  FURUTAKA  obaarrad  tha  QUHCY  to  tho  aaataard  banring 
about  100°(T),***  Tho  QUIVCT  aaa  at  thia  tlao  at  a ranga  of  8000  yarda 
fran  tho  FURUTAKA*  Tho  FURUTAKA  alao  oboanad  tha  HKM  at  0212,  baaring 
065°(T)  at  ranga  4200  yards .*•*  Tho  HUM  aaa  handing  to  tho  northwaat  at 
thia  tina  at  tuanty-fire  knota.  Tho  FURUTAKA  aa—  to  have  illuminated 
tho  HELM  noaMntarily,  and  probably  lnoorraatly  idantifiad  har  aa  friand- 
ly  - l*e*,  aa  tha  TVASI  - ainaa  a Japonaao  ahart  of  thia  notion  indiaataa 
a friondly  daatroyar  at  thia  poaition.**** 

At  0214,  tho  TVRYU  llluninatad  tha  RALPH  TALBOT  with  ona  aaarahlight 
on  baaring  554  (T),  and  aonnanoad  firing*****  at  an  aotual  ranga  of 
about  6200  yarda*  Tha  FUHUTAXA  alao  opanad  fira  on  tho  RALPH  TALBOT  at  on 
aatinatad  ranga  of  7900  natara  (about  8700  yarda)****  Thia  diaorapaney 
batuaan  tho  initial  aatiaatod  rangaa  of  tho  TERTU  and  FURUTAKA  probably 
aaa  oaoaaionod  not  only  by  tho  fact  that  tho  FURUTAKA  aaa  roughly  aano 
1500  yarda  aatarn  of  tho  TWKTU  but  alao  boaouaa  tha  Til  RYU  had  to  esti- 
mate tha  ranga  fran  a "flora  light”  of  llmitod  duration  uharaaa  tha 
FURUTAKA  had  tha  bonafit  of  tho  TEKRYU'a  aaarohlight*  Tha  aotual  ranga 
fr on  tha  RALPH  TALBOT  to  tha  FURUTAKA,  baaad  on  Diagraa  "H",  aaa  about 
7600  yarda* 


• loHon  Roport  VII CITIES,  feeport  of  Action  B#^**n  U8S  TtVCtaHTSS 
and  Japanaaa  Heavy  Cruiaara  Vaar  Sam  Island  on  Wight  of  Auguat 
8th- 9th,  1942,  8*rial  0022.  Auguat  16th,  1942* 

**  Raoorda  CRUDI7  18  Auguat  9th,  1942,  1DC  Doounont  180964* 

••*  Track  Chart  ft  Annozad  to  CRUST?  6 Dotal  lad  Battla  Raport  ft, 

Solomons  I aval  Action,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  HDC  Doounont  160997. 

*•**  Combined  0 pa  rat  tonal  Chart  Annexed  to  Har  Diary  KAKO,  August  7th, 

1942,  CIO  Doounont  74651,  lay  12th,  1947* 

*****  Aoticn  Raport  RALPH  TALBOT,  Pralininary  Raport  of  Action,  August 

8th- 'ith,  1942,  Qunnary  Raport,  ftiolosure  (A),  Serial  a16-S/ddS90/05, 
Ac  gust  11th,  1942* 
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Th*  TEMRYU  and  FURDTASA,  together,  fired  a total  of  about  seven 
salvos.  Five  of  thaaa  salvos  vara  short.  Most  of  the  short  salvos  wars 
probably  fired  by  the  TEH RYU,  sinoe  she  had  underestimated  the  range*  As 
a result  of  this  firing,  the  RAIi*H  TALBOT  received  one  hit  on  her  lumber 
(hie  torpedo  mount  and  lost  two  man  mho  mere  killed*  It  is  significant 
that  the  RALPH  TALBOT  thought,  as  had  other  Allied  ships  previously  in 
this  night  aotion,  that  she  mas  fired  upon  by  friamdly  forces*  She  did 
not  ismed  lately  return  the  fire,  but  maneuvered  and  made  every  effort  to 
identify  herself.* 

At  0216^,  the  FTJRUTAXA  oeased  firing,  probably  because  the  RALPH 
TALBOT,  in  eroasing  ahead,  had  reached  a bearing  that  placed  the  THiRYU 
directly  in  the  FTJKUTAIA's  line  of  fire. 

At  0217,  the  TWRYU  also  oeased  firing  at  the  RALPH  TALBOT,  but  she 
continued  to  keep  the  RALPH  TALBOT  illuminated.** 

At  02l8p.  the  YU BARI,  mhieh  had  been  incorrectly  Identified  by  the 
RALPH  TALBOT  as  a light  orulser  of  the  TOTS  Class,  illuminated  the  RALPH 
TALBOT  mith  her  searchlight  and  commenced  firing  at  a range  of  3500  yards 
on  a bearing  mhioh,  from  Diagram  "H",  mas  approximately  300°(T). 

At  0219,  the  PUKUTAKA  reopened  fire,  employing  her  port  dual-purpose 
gins.***  The  range  mas  about  6000  yards. 

At  0220,  Commander  Cruiser  Faroe  directed  by  radio  that  all  ships  of 
the  Japanese  Cruiser  Force  mere  to  "break  off  the  engagement  and  with- 
drew! The  TMRYU  1 Mediately  turned  off  her  searchlight  and  changed 
eouree  at  0220  to  300°(T )*••••  The  YU  BARI  likewise  changed  oourse  to 
300*(T),  closed  the  range  on  the  RALPH  TALBOT  and  oontinued  firing*  The 
fUHDTJKA  ceased  fixing,  apparently  changed  speed  to  thirty  knots,  but 
oontinued  on  oourse  320°(T)  booausc  there  mas  no  further  need  tor  follow- 
lmg  the  movements  of  the  TWRYU,  flagship  of  OCMCBHEV  XKfflTBBI.  8he 
■•••  to  have  oemmenoed  forging  ahead  at  thirty  knots  to  overtake  and  paas 
the  THKYU  in  order  to  take  her  proper  column  position  ahead  of  that  ship 
ntum  the  Cruiser  Poroe  me*  reformed* 

At  0220,  the  position  of  the  Japanese  Western  Croup,  mith  relation  to 
the  center  of  Save  Island  nasi 

(a)  The  TBEYU  mas  bearing  361°(T)  distant  12,200  yards* 

(b)  The  YUBARI  mas  bearimg  34flP(T)  distant  11,000  yards. 

(e)  Ths  FURUTAKA  mas  bearimg  36f*<T)  distant  11,200  yards. 

~ * Action  import;  IUVb  VaiLboT,  Preliminary  keport  of  Jution,  Aagaefc  Bth- 

9th,  1942.  Qomaery  Report,  taoloeure  (A),  Serial  A16-3/DDS90/03, 

August  11th,  1942. 

**  Records  CHJDIT  It.  August  9th,  1942,  WPC  Dooumnst  140934. 
eee  Traek  chart  #2  Annexed  to  C2HI&7  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  #6. 

Solomons  Maval  Action,  August  Tth-lOth,  1942,  HDC  Dooumamt  160997. 
***e  Traek  Chart  Annexed  to  Records  OSJDIT  19,  August  Tth-9tb,  1942. 

RSC  Doeemsnt  140984. 


(o)  OPERATIONS  OF  TUNAGI 


As  ths  TUWAGI  retired  at  0200,  her  Cosumndlng  Officer  appears  to  hare 
deoided  to  looate  the  Allied  destroyers  - the  BLUE  and  the  two-masted 
schooner  - which  had  been  observed  in  a picket  line  west  of  Savo  island. 
Whether  he  did  this  Barely  to  insure  avoiding  them  or  -whether  he  did  it 
to  obtain  lnfometion  which  might  be  helpful  to  the  Japanese  forces  is 
not  known.  However,  since  he  did  saploy  his  searchlights,  the  latter 
thought  is  the  more  probable. 

The  Cnmmanrting  Officer,  YUNAGI  sighted  neither  the  BLUE  nor  the 
Japanese  sohocner  at  0210  when  he  arrived  in  the  area  where  they  had  been 
seen  at  0106  because  these  ships  were  both  in  the  vicinity  of  the  south- 
western limit  of  the  BLUI's  patrol  line  - roughly  16,000  yards  from  the 
YUNAGI.  ‘ 

It  is  possible  however  that  he  did  sight  the  RALPH  TALBOT,  for  that 
ship  reported  that  at  about  0210  a single  sweeping  searohlight  on  her  port 
bow  - bearing  2S6°(T)  distant  about  16,000  yards  - had  momentarily  illum- 
inated her  for  about  ten  seconds  and  then  had  swung  away.*  This  appears 
to  have  been  the  TUWAGI.  This  supposition  is  supported  by  the  traok  of 
the  TUWAGI**  and  by  the  TENRYU'a  report  of  sighting  a ship  of  the  SOWERS 
Class  (tiie  RALPH  TALBOT)  illuminated  by  "flare  light”  at  0210 .**• 

Whether  or  not  the  TUWAGI  actually  detected  the  RALPH  TALBOT  at  0210 
is  not  know  definitely.  But  if  the  pause  of  her  searohlight  for  ten 
seconds  on  that  ship  can  be  taken  as  an  indication  that  she  did  sight  her, 
the  need  for  the  TURAd  to  take  any  action  against  this  Allied  pieket  soon 
vanished.  For  a few  minutes  later,  at  0214,  the  TWRYU  and  the  FURUTAKA 
commenced  engaging  this  target.  The  TUWAGI  could  not  have  failed  to  ob- 
serve this  action,  since  the  searchlights  and  flashes  of  gunfire  were 
visible  to  the  BLUE  some  minutes  later  at  an  even  greeter  range,****  and 
to  the  CHICAGO  ee  late  as  0229  at  e very  greet  range.***** 

It  is  presumed  that  at  this  time  the  YUNAGI,  which  had  been  on  a 
oourae  of  about  026°(T),  swung  to  a retirement  oourse  of  about  540°(T) 
and  withdrew  at  twenty-six  knots. 

The  position  of  the  YUNAGI  at  0220  was  17,500  yards  an  bearing 
326°(T)  from  the  center  of  Savo  I aland. 


• Action  keporV  ^aL£M  ^ALfebf  Preliminary  k a port  of  Action,  August  6€F- 
9th3  1942,  Serial  Al6-S/DD390/03,  August  11th,  1942,  Ebolcsure  (A). 

**  Night  Ehgsgement  Traok  Sheet,  Report  on  Sea  Battle  off  Savo  Island, 
August  8th,  1942,  GBJ,  SOAP,  Military  intelligence  Section,  General 
Staff j Allied  Translator  and  Interpreter  Section,  (ATTS)  Document 
16686,  Maroh  16th,  1946. 

***  Reoords  CRUHTV  18,  August  7th- 9th,  1942,  WDC  Document  160984. 

•••*  Aotlon  Report  BLUE,  Operations  in  Solomon  Islands  on  Night  of  August 
8th-9th,  1942,  Serial  031,  August  12th,  1942,  para.  5. 

*****  Action  Report  CHICAGO  Concerning  Action  Against  Enemy  Foroes,  August 
9th,  1942,  Ouadalcanal-Tul&gi  Area,  Serial  099,  August  13th,  1942. 
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omkatxcm  or  inns  taania  «o» 


0800  August  fth  to  0*20  togut  Oth 


or  nscanm  cBoor  gm  japhisb  wrrtm  up  ustbm  mour 


(a)  ACa«  »T  mtOT 

At  0*00  tte  Til CMW  M aoapleted  ter  right  tun  ud  ted  ttedltd 
tei  & nvn  »f  B40*(I)«*  tte  Omndia|{  Offi^r,  whose  attentloa  had  ten 
dinette  totei  tte  Boston  Ora  up.  lost  truk  or  assay  at  this  "las. 
Tte  mm  nor  this  iu  that  tte  HID  sad  KXfOBAAA*  white  had  bosa  ms- 
Nriurt^iai  ttelr  rip*  «g  ate  vaanB,  both  huVm  thslr  fl"  to  ths 
AfTQBXA  a*  tea  lutm  Qreup  araaasd  tte  "Too*  water  tte  roar  of  tte 

TXHOBni  droop. 


Tte  OtenUii  Offlsor  ted  mslisd  so  ropert  la  0w  that  nap 
•Uft  tes  aote  at  tey  tlae.o*  Tte  TIIC—  ted  aot  oteorwod  tte  out. 

11a*  of  say  Japanoso  skip,  bat  tad  oaly  obserwod  tte  soarwfcllgbt*.** 

Im  at  0M0,  tea  Jspsasss  Baatera  oas  lost  to  tIm,  oaoopt  fop  m 

sknmton  of  tte  (tanaory  Offlsor  of  as  ladiotiaot  ship  disk  appoarod 
to  te  sa  a sara  of  about  \lS*{f )«»•  this  ship  say  teas  boas  tte 
la  ter  radlaal  asnasoor  at  tela  tte,  kit  slate  tte  rungs  was  about  10#000 
yourda  - for  beysad  tte  roportod  nap  of  risibility  for  Alllod  chip#  - tte 
ateorwty  of  this  ropsrt  Is  extrwaoiy  doubtful. 

At  0800.  tte  TncanSB  teS  teas  tte  ps  tar  cat  of  tea  FHBTA1U  la 
tte  teuton  droop,  sad  alas  tte  tar  pat  for  tte  103dkl  uhlsh  ass  ttea 
aaamrlKg  to  fin  torpstet  at  ter.  Tte  Csaaaadlag  Offlsor,  TncUIB 
was  laswrt  of  ten  japoaoo*  Boston  Qroup  sad  was  at  this  tlao  tnialag 
Ms  forward  turret*  anaad  to  starboard  te  ro-aagage  tte  Basiss*  droop 
teas  ttelr  eoarwhlighto  spin  boosao  risible. 

Tte  rnuftdXi  eanattrated  bote  ter  4.7-iate  sad  ft- lash  batteries  on 
tte  vneilM  teioh  ate  lUteLaated  by  *o&rofcll{jhtt**Tta  Cwtatelag  Offlsor. 


• LsfcWr  August  IHfc,  1^'lVaalf taaiador  xM.  taker,  tittf,  ^ewigatlng 
Offlsor.  TZBcnra  te  Osseasndlag  Offlsor  Ceooomlag  li^it  itapfant 
with  Assay  Barly  terming  JUput  9th.  IfdS. 

*®  Mia  loport  TXICMV*  teort  of  Aetloa  eeourrlag  off  Cawo  Island 
(flaadal  osawl-florida  Is  load)  Area  - light  of  August  ftth-dth,  ISA*. 
CAAd/gld-I.  Soria}  0021.  August  14th,  1»42. 

**♦  Traok  Chart  #d  Jaaeaced  te  CBUDTT  S detailed  Battle  loport  #6„  Soloaoas 
■aval  Aat&os.  August  Tth-lOtfc,  IMS,  WDC  Psroaawt  140887. 


mean  IS  mt«d  that  at  about  0100  "oooater  illumination  «u  not  attempt* 
ad  aa  iwy  —arehllght  was  balls— d to  ba  on  a dutnjar  and  lllardnati— 
of  an— y by  our  destroyers  —a  axpeeted,*  The  basis  far  ttdi  atatan— t lay 
in  CTO  6t,6*a  sp— ial  lmrt rust  ton  la  tba  oaaa  af  a alffat  aarfaoa  ottaek. 

Re— r,  tbasa  iutmtiou  provided  far  tba  ill— taatlon  of  mammy  ahlps 
by  o—  dastrayar  —arahllght*  only  if  tba  destroyers  ware  apeeifieally 
ordarad  to  ill— inacte,**  Tba  Cm— ending  Off i oar,  TO' OHMS,  of  eourse, 
bad  no  —a  of  — iwtioa  by  whlofc  to  ordar  hi*  destroyer*  to  ill— in* 
atai  nor  did  ho  know  where  bic  destroyers  mam  — ra  - ba  bad  last  aaan  tba 
moai  — hla  atarbonrd  boo  just  before  01&8  atom  ha  haul  temed  rlgh&  to 
*40*(  »).••* 

Tba  TOW  at  bit  tine  —a  b— ally  (i— pit  by  tba  FQROTAKA'a 
fi ra.  Torrat  III  re— 1— d thr—  or  — ra  4«T*iaek  bite  la  tba  alda  — d 
faaa  plate,  a— a af  abiah  p— a tested,*—^  F— rd  aaa  bit,  and 

■—era—  spark*  fall  at  tba  Haim  Battary  Control  Station  rr—  this  hit »*•**• 
"«i  j shortly,  all  pMMiB  law  wt«  i>  5— sirvl  goiwaid  u a rvaiui  of  * bit 
la  tba  firs  saatral  tabs  - frost  abiah  dnase  aloada  of  ante,  —ailing  af 
paint  and  rabbar,  bag—  te  poor  — dar  tba  naln  battary  dir— tar*  Tba 
tarrofta  — ra  dlraatad  ta  go  to  laaal  a— trail  and  tba  a— hr* 1 station*  - 
bath  Main  Battary  Control  Forward  and  thy  0— tral  Forward  - — ra  a— a— tad?**** 

At  OBOt,  tba  IBCWB  again  sights*  — arohlt^fco  — bar  starboard 
faarter— •«  tba  AOBA's  a— rabllgbta  now  ill— 1— t&ag  tba  OPIRCT.  Tba 
ro—  nilag  Offl— r,  TSKSHI  bailor—  ba  flrad  two  9-insh  sal—*  te  star* 
board  fr—  hla  forward  tanrata  - ala  pa  sal— a «•  in  laaal  son tral,****** 
tin—  ba  as  abated  In  Ma  Min  Bapart*®*****-  aa—  tboagb  tba  nb  — d 


a ^^ioiTftspalRk'  Am rt  of  Mlu  0— erring mtf  law  Island 

(fl—  —Isa— 1 -Florida  Island)  dr—  - light  af  Angaat  ttb-tth,  mi, 
CtdV'Alt-*,  Serial  0011,  Ang—t  14th,  1941,  page  i. 

•*  Bp— ial  Ins  trust  ions  te  Bara— lag  (troop  — d Vaasa  la  Tanporarlly 
Assigned,  paras,  6(a)  and  4(d)  iaaoad  by  CTO  «*••. 

«*•  Asti—  Report  VUCBOnt,  lepert  of  lotion  Osemrrlng  off  low  Island 
( O—dtileaaal-Flerlda  Island)  Area  - light  af  4ng— t Btb-ath,  1041, 
C444/A14-S,  Serial  0011,  Angaat  14th,  lHt,  page  4,  para.  10. 

•**•  Asti—  Report  meant,  Report  of  Asti—  Bab—  use  meant  — d 
dap— a—  fi— ry  Cruisers  Vaar  ta—  Ial— d — fight  of  ingtst  tth-9tb, 
1941,  CA44/A14>S,  Serial  00**,  Mg— t 19th,  1941,  Btoloaur*  (c) 

“List  of  fee—  tball  Site  with  loeati— 

*****  Latter  —dated  fr—  LCdr.  t.L,  Adana,  HR,  Main  Battary  Control 

Off&aar,  VXBCSRHS,  to  Can— ndlng  Offl— r Concerning  Aetl—  of  OSS 
Tmtna  off  Bare  Island,  teg— t 9th,  194B, 

******  Feracnal  lateral—  af  Captain  Freds  risk  L.  Rieftahl,  Odt,  Co— and  • 
lag  Offl— r,  meant,  resorted  J— ry  lttb,  1949  by  tbs  chief 
af  Ba— 1 Operations,  Office  af  Raaal  Ra— rda  and  Library, 

*******  Aetl on  Report  THCSKBB,  Report  af  Aatian  Bates—  UbS  fTfcaan 
and  Jap— a—  B— ry  Cruisers  Roar  8a—  Ial— d — fight  af  teguat 
9th»9fch„  1941,  CA44/A1C-S,  Serial  00*1,  Angaat  l«th,  1941,  page  t. 


secondary  battery  offioer' s report*  are  n|M  <m  this  point  - it  is  pre- 
bnbla  that  ths  7TVCBR8  did  firs  two  partial  italsos  bttwsn  0202  sad 
0203$,  hsr  fourth  and  fifth  main  battery  salvo*.* 


Ihilshs  ms  re-appraising  ths  situation  to  ths  sastmrd  at  0201&, 
ths  means  ms  hit  on  ths  port  aids  of  labor  One  firsroa  by  a lorn 
ordsr  detonation  torpedo,  whloh  is  believed  to  has*  boon  firsd  by  ths 
YU  BARI.  Ths  torpsds  explosion  put  this  firsrssn  out  of  oondssisn  and 
loft  no  survivors,**  as  a result  of  which  ths  THCBD08  now  lost  all 
pressure. 


Ths  VTVCBms  oontlnosd  to  bs  hit  by  snsaqr  firs**  fns  ths  FTKUTAKA*** 
and  from  ths  YU MET,  which  nos  spans  * firs  with  hsr  pas  after  completing 
hsr  torpedo  na,  The  VnouiS*  forward  engine  man  ousted  nod  a hit  which 
earrisd  assy  ths  exhaust  stem  line  and  eaussd  a flange  In  ths  nain  stem 
lias  to  leak  badly.  As  s consequence  of  ths  soooanlatim  damage  in  ths 
snginooriag  plant,  ths  rospansibls  offlesrs  scoured  all  ths  firs  room  and 
the  forward  engine  room,  but  failed  to  notify  tho  Canaan  ding  Of  fleer. 

The  after  angina  roes  had  suffered  no  dsnago  at  all.  But  a*  tho 
•teen  pressure  fell  tho  offloor  in  charge  of  this  station  • realising  that 
the  firemans  were  out  of  eaadsslan  - assured  and  abandoned  the  after 
•agios  roon  without  requesting  ths  ft wending  Offioer' a psmissisn  and  with* 
eut  notifying  that  offieer  that  ths  TUCWfltt  ms  now  oanplstsly  without 
notiew  power.  Vssdlsos  ts  say,  hit  astlons  sea  ill-considered  and  hasty# 

This  stats  of  affairs  brings  up  a poiat  worthy  ef  oasmant.  It  is  ts 
bs  expected,  of  oourse,  that  engineering  eas  sal  ties  in  battle  nay  sake  it 
noeoasary  to  secure  parts  of  ths  propulsive  plant  and  to  abandon  the  an* 
glowering  spaces  Involved  without  first  obtaining  pe mission  to  do  so. 

Rat  in  suah  cases,  ths  Ccnasnding  Offioer  should  bo  notified  as  soon  as  , 
possible,  lost  ho  snbsrk  an  a oourse  of  action  that  is  rendered  infeasible 
by  ths  leak  of  active  power.  Furthermore,  he  might  wish  ts  opley  ths 
snglnssrlng  personnel  - thus  released  from  their  rsgslar  battle  stations 
in  ths  engineering  spaoss  • In  daaags  ooatrol  functions,  sad  ssrtaialy 
would  not  mnt  than  to  drift  about  ths  ship  in  exposed  places  whose  they 
might  interfere  with  ths  oonduct  of  ths  motion. 

At  about  0206  tho  Conmnding  Offioer,  TUCBOTBS  observed  a destroyer 
or  os  sing  ths  bow  of  tbs  TUCHTOS  from  port  to  starboard?  and  about  a 
minute  later  he  observed  another  destroyer  to  starboard,  pro seeding  in  a 


• Action  feporiTOraWB,  Report  of  Action  Between  U5S'  TflTdBnflE'  anZT 
Japanese  Heavy  Craiaars  Hear  Save  Island  on  3itf»t  ef  Anptst  dth-9th, 
1942,  CA44/A1S-S,  Serial  0022,  August  ISth,  1942,  page  7. 

*•  Ibid,  page  S. 

•**  Trask  Chart  ^ Annexed  to  CEUQXV  S Detailed  Battle  Report  $®,  Solo- 
mons laval  Action,  insist  7th- 10th,  1942,  TOC  Dosuasuct  100997,  June 
27th,  1947, 
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northerly  direction,*  Although  be  did  not  know  their  identity,  ho  thought 
they  met  bo  friendly  as  they  did  not  flro  at  oaoh  other,*  They  were 
actually  the  WILSOS  to  port  and  the  HEIM  to  starboard* 

At  thie  tine  he  raoelvwd  a report  that  lumber  One  6-lnoh  gun  - manned 
only  by  an  ensign  end  a Marino  sergeant,  booauee  the  rest  of  the  orew  had 
been  killed  * had  fired  an  a submarine  on  the  surface  at  a range  of  400 
yards,  and.  had  scored  a hit  an  the  beau  of  the  conning  tower.*  Actually 
there  were  no  enewy  submarines  in  the  ftotxid*  It  is  probable  that  the 
floating  wreckage  of  one  of  the  Japaniuie  bombers,  shot  down  at  noon  the 
preceding  day,  had  been  nietaken  for  a subear ine.  This  supposition  la 
■ads  on  tbs  basis  of  the  HOBART' s report  of  — w»»|  the  earn  mistake.** 

The  Coeuonling  Of  floor  probably  considered  It  was  this  "submarine* 
that  had  torpedoed  hln  one  and  one- ha  If  minutes  earlier*  This  report, 
taken  together  with  the  proximity  of  the  unidentified  destroyers  imiLaon 
end  HUM;  probably  made  hla  very  ooneoloue  of  the  fact  that  his  lumber 
One  6-inoh  pn  wee  the  only  gun  firing.* 

He  therefore  sent  a messenger  to  the  Gunnery  Offioer  asking  for  gun- 
fire, and  ordered  it  to  be  directed  on  the  two  searchlights  illwinating 
the  TIHCBRin.*  The  Ounnery  Officer  • dn  bad  been  making  his  way  with 
difficulty  dean  to  the  bridge  • arrived  at  the  time  end  informed  the 
C wen  ding  Officer  that  he  had  no  guns  with  which  to  fire.*  Being  unable 
te  get  any  gunfire  against  the  enemy,  the  Commanding  Offioer  now  deslrrd 
to  oenoeal  his  *hip  with  smoko  but  could  not  oomwmloata  with  the  en- 
gineering department.  About  this  time  the  messenger  whom  he  had  seat 
below  at  about  01 BT  returned  end  repotted  to  him  that  the  engine  rooms  had 
been  abandoned  and  were  dark** 

The  Pol— ending  Officer  still  felt  that  he  was  being  fired  on  by 
friendly  ship*.***  Be  had  heard  that  the  colors  bad  gone  down  aft  • tua 
AO  BA  reported  them  shot  away  at  0202****-  ru»d  be  ordvied  the  Chief  Quarter- 
master to  heist  a set  of  colors  om  the  starboard  yardarm  to  indicate  his 
friendly  nature****  All  thee*  eirevmstanees  served  to  make  him  realise 


* ietlon  t*i»"ir£' ef^Jetica  Between  ^86  V3TMW&~~aa2T” 
Japanese  Heavy  Cruisers  Hear  Save  Zoland  cm  Hlgit  of  August  Stb-tth, 
1942,  CA44/A16-9,  Serial  0022,  Augsut  10th,  1042,  page  d* 
e*  Appendix  IS  te  Action  teport  CTO  82.4  Concerning  first  Battle  of  Save 
Island,  August  0th,  1042,  te  CTT  82,  Serial  Afl08€/l6,  Aagusv  11th, 
1942,  which  is  Letter  August  16th,  1942,  frem  Cnmudh g Offioer, 

BUM  HDBARi’  te  OTP  44  (CTO  tt.C). 

**•  Personal  In  ter  rise  of  Ceptuin  Freds  risk  L*  Heftehl,  CM,  Commanding 
Officer,  FIKOBIW,  rssoHisd  January  29th,  1946,  by  the  Chief  of  Havwl 
Operations,  Office  of  Basal  Record*  and  Library. 

••**  CRUMT  4 Detailed  Battle  Report  {4,  Solomons  Havel  Aotlec,  Angaat 
Ttb-lOth,  1942,  W3C  Document  13099T,  June  mb,  194T* 


th#  hopaltiaMi  ef  tha  iltaatlMU  As  be  stated  it»  "I  mss  *«ipl*tily 
pat  oat  of  aetion*  I hod  bo  poaor  at  all  la  tho  anginas,  no  poesr  on  the 
firo  ul»i  and  by  that  tl—  all  of  oar  pm  hat  oao  had  been  put  out  of 
aetion  «"• 

It  was  at  about  0206,  while  tho  ship  still  had  stoeragomsy,  that  tho 
Cosumndlag  Officer,  TgCM  uupd  to  osas— ieate  with  tho  steering 
Mghw  roan  over  tho  sound- power  telephone  and  ordorod  a tars  to  tho  lofto* 
boeaaso  ho  found  "tho  firing  on  tho  starboard  side*«**.*was  rather  irri- 
tating, to  say  tho  leaat*"e  (Tho  QOTMCT’a  obeervetlon  of  tho  vinUEMHlU' 
radical  turn  to  the  loftooe  oca  firms  this  tins  of  turning)* 

At  0208  tho  man  noted  that  tho  previously  mentioned  tee 
fri madly  destroyers  (Aieh  actually  mere  tho  WILSGi  and  HELM)  had  narrow* 
ly  eeeaped  eollision  with  one  another,  and  that  the  WILBCtf  thereafter  was 
firing  star  shells  sad  heavy  maohine  pas  to  the  eastward* •• 

It  is  profitable  at  this  point  to  consider  whether  such  a near 
eollision  need  ever  have  ooeurred  if  the  Oomnmdiag  Offioer,  BUM  - as 
the  senior  destroyer  oesnaader  • had  directed  tho  KILSGH  to  Join  him  in 
the  attack  ordered  by  Co— sndor  THCnH8  Oroup  so—  eighteen  minutes 
earlier,  rather  than  to  have  permitted  him  to  operate  independently*  In 
addition,  does  net  tho  doubt  In  tho  fncMB  as  to  tho  identity  of  those 
destroyers  - the  Commending  Offioer  stated  that  his  Chief  Quartermaster 
had  gotten  a good  look  at  one  sad  infbmod  him  it  was  Japanese*-  point  out 
the  advisability  of  keeping  can  forces  reasonably  concentrated  during 
night  action,  even  with  radar  identification  devices,  in  order  that  tho 
question  of  their  identity  nay  not  be  too  confusing  to  own  forces? 

As  the  TIM  CM  88  swung  slowly  to  the  left,  tho  Commanding  Offioer 
again  observed  "two  destroyers"  which  he  felt  were  friendly  and  which  were 
illuminating  him  with  searchlight#  - one  from  a bearing  of  about  120  de- 
grees relative,  and  the  other  from  a bearing  of  about  150  degrees  relative, 
at  sn  eetlnatod  range  of  about  8000  yards*e*** ***•  Perhaps  - forgetting  for 
the  momma- t,  as  ho  did,  that  the  V1MCMK  was  gradually  turning  to  port***** 
he  thought  they  were  still  obssrving  the  VXL808  and  HKIMf  perhaps  he  thought 


• fcersinal  interview  ot  CaptaS  L*  Rlefkohl,  USM,  £owmandlng 

Offioer,  YXBCEUffS,  recorded  January  26th,  1945  by  tbs  Chief  of  Haval 
Operations,  Offioe  of  Hava 2,  Records  and  Library* 

••  Letter  August  15th,  1942,  from  Cdr*  i.K.  Loker,  TSH,  Mari  gating 
Offioer,  YIHCEHNS8  to  Commanding  Offioer  Conoerning  Might  Engagement 
with  ftxemy  Early  Morning  August  9th,  1942* 

***  Written  8tet«a«nt  undated  by  Lt*(jg)  J.D,  Seal,  USE,  Sky  Forward 
Control  Offioer,  QUIMCY* 

***•  Action  Report  T2MCEMMB8,  Report  of  Action  Between  OSS  VINCEMMES  end 
Japanese  Bsavy  Cruisers  I car  Save  Island  on  Hl£it  of  August  8th- 9th, 
1942,  8orial  0022,  August  16th,  1942,  pags  6* 

*****  Aotiom  Report  VIHGERRSS,  Report  of  Action  Ooourring  off  Save  Island 
(Qv  adaloanal-Florlda  Island)  Area  - Might  of  August  8th- 9th,  1942, 
8erlal  0021,  August  14th,  1942,  pags  6, 


thay  ba  tb*  UtSSM T je*4  ubSsh  (mbi!  had  om*>  into  tba 

am  * n pe*«iMllby  cfrlah  ha  ht4  f*ro®nat  avnrai  «!.ays  %*•<  liar  1»  a die- 
yet-sb  ba  8W  8*«i#  m<  idiisSi  ntra  mjt  hats  hIwm  “s-ap  Ms  uubamsoSous 

srtnd. 

fhea*’  hip#  «era  in  fast  the  XUS  H end  tba  FtnCJT*aA  of  tl  * Japanese 
lts«t»ST  # *uy  dftlsfe  bad  toes  iHtslAAtinc  and  firis{  os  tits  TDIGHanB 
also*  OfctC  fm  the  port  hnd  ehile  bo  bad  beau  intent  to  starboard* 

Beapita  the  ueatosu  o ayancut  of  tbalrr*  *»*<)&>  at  0807 1 they  appeared  to 
^ba  TTI3 MB  to  rawia  «•  a efcwwgr  bearing  tasaus*  tba  THCHX1S  ue* 
aloaly  turning  loft**® 

As  a imctfi^n  of  tfel«  scmm?  fine*  '.he  TTXOaaiYS  rrecired.  Boamaroua 
bite  on  bear  starboard  site  4a  tte*  Meinity  of  tba  a>oMa>  shop,  tbs  fits-- 
Isofe  amaunitica  pas  an go*  t bo  forward  mdi  ball*  gad  tba  starboard  catapult 
tamer*®**  Bw  tarrst  X recelwd  a bit  la  tba  start  i>4  clda  af  tba 
barbette  sod  >mwod  la  toda.*w  3*r  turret  II  cm  ^uetreted  by  an 
6>M)  akaU  cfeiefc  Ipittd  reposed  powder  and  plaoed  this  turret  out  of 
•etlea*aa« 

Tba  belief  ef  tba  bwaMai  Officer*  TXKCOBTXBI  that  tba  ship*  of  tba 
•egSBcaa  Ttcsteru,  ®rsap  cm  fri sadly  reaulla  ta  ulad  bis  mttim  to  being 
illawlAXtad  by  ex»*rcfe  light*  at  0110*  ml  than  fired  upon  by  tba  Japanese 
Barbers  group*  at,  ©1*6  ha  bad  eeosldered  that  h*  bad  to  fire  on  tba  scarab* 
light#*  Bat  at  this  lafcar  tUs(  despite  mrytkioi  that  had  aaauad  during 
•itfsbceu  aUWM  «f  grueling  battle*  ba  mom  V,  bare  slung  taaaalously 
ta  tba  lbs  that  these  newly  «peewatrfod  skip*  wer*  friendly*  Ho  finally 
after  great  difficulty  gat  a largo  B*d*  Katlmal  Itsig  helctod  at  bio 
furemtsb  at  0868  - tba  tins  it  which  tba  TJUIRI  and  yTSSJTiEA.  sensed  firing 
at  Ma>  9a  crawantui  latari  "Strong*  ta  r«ey»  after  the  osiers  eras*  np 
th»  esnrehligrts  rent  cut  sad  tba  firing  jaaaad*** 

— SKtsrtsdssd  •*^><>  t.*»«r-\gba  *h*t  <®s«y  w»r»  frisRAly  Is  difficult 
ta  udwitraU  9»  ini  fcmwl  the  poaslbliity  of  sign  Attack  by  Japan* 
•M  carfhao  fares* 0 la  had  beau  under  beany  fir#  earlier  by  stbar  ships 
cftlati  be  had  thought  night  ba  friewdly,  but  bad  feud  It  aaaaanary  to 
•pan  fire  an  the**  "friendly*  ehip*  with  gene*  and  had  dlroetad  a torpedo 
atttab  against  tins  by  bis  cun  daatroyaro*  By  this  tine  bit  group  bad  not 
•ttly  suffered  haary  dramge,  hit  hi#  am  ship  cu  oaao  again  coder  heavy 
ml  aeuerute  fire*  Weald  It  net  aoen  that#  at  long  last*  fee  would  b#«eek» 
scwrrlnead  *t  their  nmny  ehuruet erf 


hi  .am  rinr~iTr  >i * cannT-** 


m 


As  tbs  Japanese  West era  Group  *V«ife  owfc  o»  the  starboard  sidle  tn& 
bested  right  oat  to  »**",*  the  ".w&smdtng  Offitv'T  »&w  that  hi  a ship  m 
taking  sa  appreciable  list  tc-  p»**fc  as  a result  of  bar  last  terpedo  hit.* 

!£*  bed  prcrlcttsly  ordered  his  or*  * below  \di«®  h*  saw  that  m could  do  a© 
au>r«  fir  lag  5*  sad  h4  new  - at  abort;  0210  - gnw®  the  order  t-?  prepare  as 
■may  life  r*ftc  as  possible  to  abandon  ship.*  H»  sent  a weasenger  to  t he 
II *a*fg*  Control  Officer  In  C safer*.  I Station  to  inquire  as  to  tbs  possibility 
of  removing  tbs  awer- increasing  Hat}**  but  the  dawag®  to  the  ship  pre- 
"ranted  tiro  wesscager  from,  getting  through,  and  lator  protected  th*  per- 
sonnel below  deekn  frera  abandoning  ship** 


At  0219,  th  fall  tsed#r  tbs  illtadnatloa  of  tbs  CHOftAZ's  searchlight, 
aad  tbs  latter  slap  r*(K?*sad  firs  oaa  hero 


Ry  0215,  tbs  TIICffiMSB  was  dead  in  tbs  wttr  and  was  listing  heavily 
to  port,  The  Coewsandiag  Officer,  in  agasrlatng  his  desperate  situation, 
could  as*  that  ship  was  in  a predi  Marat  fm  wfcish  she  could  not  b* 
sewed.  At  0£lf,  when  tbs  CSCSAX  broke  off  active  and  tbs  Japanese 
disappeared  fnm  view,  tbs  Oaaawanding  Officer  gave  tbo  o rder  to  put  tbs 
life  rafts  into  tbs  water  and  to  start  abandoning  ship. 


At  0210,  the  VXBCKffihS  was  bearing  0S5®(T)  distant  &400  yards  frew 
tbs  center  of  law  Island. 


As  has  boon  pointed  out  prerious. w,  the  QUIBCT  bad  been  caught  Just 
before  0200  in  tbs  o»ross~fire  fren  shi  . ef  both  the  Japenes*  Eastern  a\d 
Western  P cups.  At  0290,  her  Oomsa^  -g  Offleer  ana  executing  a turn  to 
•turbos  „ bo  bring  bis  Min  battery  fente  action  against  the  Eastern  Group 
tddeb  nb  the  southeastward}  but  as  yet,  neither  bis  wain  battery  nor 
bis  starboard  fr~ineb  batter’?  was  able  to  bear.  Since  his  port  B-inofe 
battery  had  base  knocked  ou  ■ of  as  t ice  ear  lie." , sad  his  turret  III  bad 
Jssfe  bees  is.  train.  ss  S-i*®fc  •*  >ii  r-rsm  the  Fumiut*  We  Wad 

no  ®km  firing  at  the  Western  Greiqp,  alt'  ugh  th»  T'HnTTTJ  was  at  this  tine 
wwoeuvsring  to  five  torpedoes  at  the  (^UHCT.***  Since  the  PU1WTAXA. 
shifted  her  gasflre  at  0800  from  the  QDTfCT  to  ■fee  VIBCBnSHB,****  md 


« PcceewJ  interview  ef  Oaptaui  rredeiash  Lo  Kiefsohl,  Tjbh,  Oeonending 
Of  leer,  ,'IKSDHM.  reeerdesd  January  20th,  IMS  by  the  Chief  of 
lawttl  Operations,  fsfiee  ef  Bew&l  Sooorda  and  Library. 

«*>  Aetien  Report  flSCftSTKIS.-  Report  ef  inti  on  Between  OSS  THCEJGHai  and 
Japanese  leawy  Cruissru  3mr  Sawn  Island  <m  Right  of  August  flth-JKh, 
1212,  der.ial  0082,  August  13th,  1841* 

Written  Stateecwt  Aagu;  a flat,,  IMS  by  Lt.  R.j„  Cwvua,  OKS,  Air  Us- 
f«ne»  Officer,  tJCIWCY,  aad  Written  StatsvMat  Augast  10th,  19h2,  by 
Lt.(jg)  J.C.  Staith*  Jr.,  T*B,  Spot  XX  Officer,  S^JIRCY, 

Track  Chart  2 tieumzs£  te  CE01KT  t 'etui led  Battle  Sepsrt  S»la  - 
nou>:  Bawal  Aotlaa,  Asgnst  vtb-lQtb,  ltd*,  tt$£  Doamicwt  1SJ097, 

J*«a  £7tb,  1947. 
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slno«  th*  AOBA  - Jn  t.h*  fasten  Group  - shifted  h*r  fir*  free*  th*  QfiTSCY 
to  *h»  ASTORIA,*1  th*  QCfH<n  was  set  being  fired  at  by  either  th*  Western 
(ir©  p ©r  th*  Cast era  Or&wp  Cor  t&«  u*xt  two  liautovt 

The  QUTYCY  w unable,  for  th*  wmw1.,  to  .sake  ©wi  any  ship  of  fchj 
Japanese  Eaoter'  Group  to  starboard,  sinew  it  was  sbi«im»s  j for  th*** 
ship*  to  saploy  their  searchlight*  am  th*  bristly  burning  A5TGRXA  upon 
which  they  were  ecnoontrailng  th*  ir  fir*,  Additionally,  th*  burning 
ASTORIA  nu  eo  aglow  d to  eon©«*l  tae  cat «ay  ships  beyond  her**1* 

After  * ainute  th*  QUIA  Cl  fevad  that  th*  ASTORIA  bad  *le*r©4  her 
line  of  fir*  to  th*  southeast,  tot  her  starboard  E-lnob  battery  wa«  ae\ 
obi*  to  boar  on  th*  left-hand  target,***  She  thm  fired  * salve  of 
four  star  shell*  to  starboard,,  wsploying  a rop  of  8000  yard*  with  a 
fuse  setting  of  bviaty-fivw  end  six-tenths  sooonds,***  This  rang*  was 
1000  yards  greater  then  th*  QtJIHCY's  *itiwt«d  rang*  of  7000  yards  $ hot 
th*  • st lusted  rang*  was  approximately  2000  yard©  short  ef  th*  actual 
rang*  as  developed  by  the  plot  in  Diagram  *H*„  Th*  QOIWCT's  star  shell* 
burst  above  th*  low- hanging  aloud*  and  burned  out  before  dropping  through 
the  ovoreaet,***  This  aloud  sever  woe  probably  providential  because  the 
•tar  shell*  burst  about  1000  yard*  start  of  th*  Japanese  ship#,  Bad 
there  boon  no  clouds,  th*  illumination  not  only  would  hare  been  in- 
effective for  th*  QUIHCY,  hut  also  night  haw*  interfered  with  th*  fire 
of  the  ASTORIA, 

The  QtUIHCT  than  fired  a second  salvo  of  four  star  shell*  nod  a 
third  salve  of  threa  star  shells,  but  these  salvos  al*»  burst  a bo to  th* 
clouds  and  presided  no  llluninatioa,***  She  new  endeavored  to  enpley 
••arohllght*  but  h*r  eooranl  cations  te  than  had  broken  dews,****  A*  a 
oc&sequtnoe  of  th**«  illumination  and  ccnmaioation  failures,  the  QUIHCY 
was  unable  at  this  tins  to  ssqiley  h*r  main  battery  against  the  Japanese 
Eastern  Group  since  no  target  was  provided. 

At  0202,  th*  Air  Defease  Officer  eight*!  three  pairs  ef  searchlights 

in  th*  Japan***  fonanon  the  ivitbsistsuri;"****  Jto  estimated  that 

' '"*"  fraoV  ctart  SmT  fco  CiStiftiV  4 Retail  el  laHle  Report  ^8,  - 

Solomons  Havel  Action,  Acgust  7tl~10tb,  i.' >42,  RDC  Doouisent  18099T, 
June  2Tnh,  1917 , 

••  Track  Chart  Annexed  to  Records  CRUDIT  18,  August  7th-9th,  194S, 

WOO  Document  180964, 

***  Written  Statement  August  10th,  1942  by  Certain  F«J.  Fraser,  08MC, 
Sky  Forward  Offioer,  QUIRCY,  end  Writ^^a  Statenent  undated  by 
3h«igpi  H.T,  Martin,  USSR,  Battery  Ho*  8 Offiohr,  !i\JTHCY* 

****  thritieu  giateweot  undated  by  v.t. ()g)  J,D.  Seal,  OSH,  Sky  Forward 
Control  Officer,  QTJIHCY  and  'Written  gtatsaant  August  10th,  194$, 
by  Captain  F»J»  f naer,  U8MS,  Sky  Forward  Qffiser,  ^CIHCY, 

*****  Written  Statensnt  kagturt  list,  1941,  by  Lt*  R.J,  Ovrna*  TUI,  Ai«* 
Defense  Offioer „ 4 01 SCI . 
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th«  tearohllgkt*  were  about  1000  yrrde  apart. * These  searchlight*  vere 
probably  thosa  of  the  ADM,  XAJCO,  and  KIFUGASA,  and  ware  actually  about 
1200  yard*  apart.  The  faet  that  only  three  eats  of  enemy  searchlights 
ware  observed  at  this  time  supports  tha  indications  already  advanoed  that 
the  CH0EAI  had  fallen  out  of  t * formation. 

The  Coma,  ding  Officer  undoubtedly  alio  saw  these  searchlights,  since 
the  A0BAf  e eearehligit  was  directed  on  the  QUTSCY  and  the  AO  BA  had  shift- 
ad  her  gunfire  from  the  ASTORIA  at  thi * time  back  to  tha  QUINCY  ae  the 
ASTORIA  cleared  the  range. 

Within  a minute,  the  QUINCY  was  hit  by  a salve  from  the  AD  BA.  This 
salvo  hit  forward  on  tha  gun  deck  in  ths  vialnity  of  AA  guns  Numbers  One 
end  Three,  end  aft  In  the  vioinity  of  AA  guns  Numbers  Five  and  Barren, 
putting  them  out  of  notion.*  It  aleo  hit-  Sky  forward,  putting  out  of 
comission  the  direotov,  the  range  finder  and  tha  ooanuni  oat  ions  with  the 
e tar  board  broadside  battery.  The  Commanding  Offioer  was  so  info  need.* 

At  about  this  time  the  QUINCY  received  a hit  on  the  port  side  in  her 
Number  One  flrerooa  which  necessitated  ita  being  secured”  She  was  left 
with  three  fire  rooms,  and  a probable  marl  mum  speed  of  ah- ut  twenty-seven 
knots. 

As  ths  TIN  RYU  In  the  Western  Group  opened  fir*  on  the  QUINCY  after 
having  fired  torpedoes  at  her  at  0202,  tha  Onaanding  Offioer  met  now 
have  beoone  keenly  aware  that  the  cross-fire  - to  whleh  he  wae  again 
subjected  - cam  from  at  least  one  of  three  heavy  cruiser*  moving  north- 
ward on  his  starboard  quarter  and  from  one  or  store  oi  ulcere  or  "destroyers" 
raving  northward  on  hie  port  quarter.  Be  was  caught  between  thewi  What 
should  he  dot 

Be  knew,  cf  course,  that  the  YYICRXMBB  we*  fairly  close  on  the  pert 
«u*d  end  that  the  A8T0BXA,  which  was  on  his  oter board  head,  was  in  a 
gradual  ''«ani  to  the  right.  If  ha  had  sot  dose  *•  earlier,  he  mat  im*« 
realist  r new  that  the  YIN CAINS  Group  m no  longer  a maneuverable 
group,  was  so  dlr'juiied  that  each  Commending  Offioer  was  foroed 
to  fight  bis  ship  independently.  Be  sunt  terve  realised  aleo  that,  should 
he  endeavor  to  make  my  radical  change  of  course,  (either  to  the  left  or 
to  the  right)  he  might  place  his  ship  is  more  jeopardy  than  it  was  in  at 
present*  There  was  not  enly  the  possibility  of  collision  (with  the 
YUCnanB  if  be  turned  to  the  left  and  with  the  ANTONIA  if  he  turned  te 
the  right),  bet  the?  * mas  also  tk*  probability  that,  for  a time  at  least, 
he  would  present  en  even  better  target  te  the  Japanese,  he  therefore 
appears  te  have  decided  that  he  would  steer  a sours#  somewhat  parallel  te 
the  mean  treak  of  both  Japanese  Groups,  As  hie  speed  was  only  about 
fifteen  knots  at  this  time  sad  ae  he  mast  have  had  a rdaecnrble  idea  of 
ths  speed  of  the  two  Japanese  group*  - i.s«,  twenty-six  knots  - he 
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probably  felt  that  while  they  were  passing  tbs  QHCHCT  on  bath  side-  ha 
would  aall  hi*  ship  dearly.  This  explains  his  ordar  to  bis  Fire  Control 
Officers  ”!»  ars  going  through  tha  middle*  (or  bataaon  the****).  Oira 
tha*  belli" 

About  020S  tha  QUISCT  fir  ad  bar  saoond  Min  fev.-'-ary  salen  (tha  first 
to  starboard)  fron  turrots  I snd  11  at  a target  to  to*  southeastward.  Tha 
QtnnsCT's  targot  for  this  sal-re  Is  ldsntlflad  as  tha  AOJ*\,  sinoa  it  aas  tha 
left-hand  ship***  and  sinoa  it  had  tao  seerehllght*  train  xi  aa  tha 
QUI1CY.****  Tha  AOBA's  searchlight  aas  tars^d  off  bafora  this  ssi.ro  land- 
ad(  so  tha  Bpottar  raportad  mo  observation*****!  bat  this  ssIto  aas  noted 
by  ana  ebaerver  who  thought  it  aas  a cor  in  range.****** 

At  about  0204,  tha  QUISCT  aas  hit  on  tha  port  slda  by  at  laast  tao 
torpedoes.  Tha  TMTRTO  had  firad  h*r  torpedoes  at  tha  QUIICY  st  0202/****** 
and  thay  obviously  had  rw'  st  fifty  knots  to  bars  oersrsd  tha  distanoa  af 
about  9000  yards  in  too  minutes,  On#  of  thoso  torpadoos  hit  tho  QUISCT 
in  tha  vioinity  of  tha  Cantral  Station  snd  tha  I.G.  tooai  tha  othar  in  tha 
vloinity  «*  tha  after  tao  firaroom*.  Tha  latter  torpedo  knocked  out  of 
ooMslsstion  firarooas  lumber  Thraa  and  lumbar  Four  and  klllad  all  parsonnal 
therein.  Concurrently,  enemy  gjsflrc  aas  taking  its  toll  on  tha  QUISCT  sad 
hor  forward  tao  turrets  wars  receiving  hits  from  both  tha  starboard  snd 
port  sides. 

About  this  tins,  tha  QUUCY  aas  abls  to  &*kn  out  tha  scores  of  mmsg 
sslrss  on  tha  port  band.  Sha  oould  plainly  saa  tha  ships  of  tho  Japanese 
Western  Group  passing  bar  at  ranges  of  frea  2000  to  3000  yards,  firing 
-rigorously  at  hvr  and  sooring  many  hits,**  »*•***  Ore  of  thasa  hits,  uhioh 


a-wra3FTT  vper.  TaV?y.'  w/  w^arco'ntFoi 

Talker  ^ ^ptain'e  (JA^  Circuit,  QUMICT. 

**  Aotion  Report;  -QUIFCT,  Rngagemoot  Morning  August  9th,  1942,  off 
Ouadalsas&l  Island  by  LCdr«  H.E.  Hsssabargsr,  OSS,  3«i®r  surrir- 
ing  Of floor.  Serial  CAS9/A1 6-9(004 pane,  August  16th,  1942, 

*••  Written  Stataamt  August  21st,  1942,  by  Lt.  R.J„  Omm,  TJSF,  Air 
Uef ansa  Offloer,  QUISCT. 

**»*  CHUDIY  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  #6,  Solomons  Sami  Aotion  August 
7th- 10th,  1942,  TOC  Document  160997  and  Written  Statement  August 
10th,  1942  of  Captain  9,P,  Baker,  U5MC,  QUISCT. 

*****  Written  Statsmsnt  August  10th,  1942,  by  Lt.(jg)  Z.8.  fiopklni  , UKH 
Spot  I Officer,  QUISCT  and  Written  St  a tenant  August  10th,  1942 
by  Lt.(jg)  3.L.  Xostpf , A7(l),  USSR,  QUISCT. 

******  Written  Statsmsnt  undated  by  Snsign  *.P,  Shannon,  Jr.,  USB,  For- 
ward 1,1  Control  Officer,  QUISCT,  and  Written  Statement  August 
10th,  1942,  by  Lt.(jg)  B.L.  Eampf,  AYfl),  USSR,  QUISCT. 

••*  Reeorde  C9UDI7  18,  Auj^ist  9th,  1942,  WDC  Doouaont  160984. 

*♦*•**»  Written  Statement  August  1 >the  1942,  by  Lt.(jg)  J.C.  Smith,  Jr., 
USB,  8pot  II  Offioar,  QUISCT. 
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later  offeeted  tb*  control  of  th*  iklp,  disabled  Battle  12.**  Taw  TWRTC'i 
S>» fir*  «i  shifted  fro*  the  qpIICT  at  0804&  to  th*  WILFC*,  to  that  tb* 
QUUCT  thereafter  was  <*4X7  engaged  to  ittrbotrd. 

The  QdVCT  bad  lost  il(bt  of  tbo  AORA,  her  tar  gat  for  tbo  ■••and  main 
battery  w1to«  bat  shortly  aft«r  0204  cba  «Htm4  anothor  s«t  *f  ae*r«h- 
ligbti  farther  aft  on  he r starboard  quartsr  to  tba  southeast*  8b*  trained 
*»  this  target j and  at  020  f find  bar  third  (and  list)  aaia  battery  salvo, 
SMyioylag  tbo  six  goes  of  bar  forward  two  turrets*  One  officer  observer 
fallowed  Von  traeera  of  these  shells  in  flight  and  saw  tbea  go  eery  close 
to  m aumjr  ship,  noted  sacks  rising  up  through  the  lecrebllgbt  bean  of  the 
latter,  sad  felt  sure  that  the  ^TOUCY  bad  got  a hit***  A eeoend  officer 
observed  an  sunny  « ra  ser  burst  into  flsnec  oa  the  QtJIVCY's  starboard 
guarber,  silhouetting  another  sonny  oral ser  closer  to  the  QUIRCY  on  the 
•skis  bearing**** 

Japanese  record*  reveal  that  only  one  ship  of  the  eastern  droop  was 
hit  at  0208  - the  CBOKAI,  Two  8-inafe  shells  had  bit  Just  aft  of  the 
CBOKAI*  s bridge  in  tbs  Flag  Piet  of  Csanandor  Cruiser  feree,  killed  thirty 
Rkt  and  burned  all  the  charts  there.****  Another  8- inch  shell  bad  bit  aaar 
the  aviation  eraae.  These  bits  night  possibly  have  caste  either  frets  the 
QWW5T  or  fran  the  ASTORIA,  since  they  were  *be  snly  Allied  cruisers  that 
«r*  j*lriag  daring  this  pbM«  of  the  aotisn*  However,  the  ASTORIA’ s range 
settings  bad  ham:  markedly  short  and,  at  0808,  bar  lift  turn  bad  brought 
ABr  forward  turrets  to  their  liadt  of  train  so  that  she  had  nonsntarily 
•eased  firing*  Tbs  hit  on  tbs  CBOKAI  therefore  nast  have  cone  from  the 
QUHCY. 

It  is  probable,  then,  that  the  two  young  officers  in  the  QOTICY, 
inexperienced  as  they  were  in  night  surfaeo  spotting,  had  unmistakably 
witnessed  the  hit  on  the  CBOKAI,  and  had  eerreetly  uttributed  it  to  the 
qtmifrr  * a last  ealvo*  It  is  probable  that  the  closer  cruiser  that  w« 
silhouetted  in  dw  glare  of  the  explosion  w»«  ua*  of  to*  •hips  of  CawIT 
8U„.  nest  likely  the  ZAKO*  Vet  only  do  these  statements  add  to  the 
no uetiag  indications  that  the  CBOKAI  had  fallen  V-ehind,  but  the  latter*** 
alae  reveals  that  the  amit  was  now  to  the  eastward  of  CRUDTV  SIX* 


** ~ « ssea^~S»gKat  lOtix,  1942,  by  i,t*(  Jg)  J,C,  ftnltK,  Jr*, 

ffSH,  Spot  11  Offloer,  QUIKCY* 

«•  Written  Statensnt  undated  by  la  el  go  V*P*  Shannon,  Jr*,  U3M,  For- 
ward 1*1  Control  Officer,  QtJIICY* 

***  Written  Statensnt  in  gust  10th,  1642,  by  Ensign  Porry  Roberts,  A«Y 
(8),  08VC,  QOTICY e 

****  War  Mary  8th  Fleet,  August  Tth-lOth,  1842,  CIO  Document  74633, 
Hay  Itth,  1847,  end  US8B6  Interrogation  Vav.Ve*  108,  Yol*  II, 
Interrogation  of  Japanese  Officials,  Interrogation  of  Captain 
Taahlkacu  Chase,  XJV,  page  472, 


At  about  0206,  an  enemy  »*l”t>  f ran  tha  AO  BA  struck  th®  starboard 
aide  of  tha  QUINCY’s  bridge  and  "oleared  out  tha  pilot  house".*  All 
personnel  vara  ki  1'  *d  azoapt  tha  Comuandlng  Offioar  who  was  mortally 
wounded.**  Tha  Junior  Off loar-of-tha-DwoV:  anterad  tha  pilot  houaa  and 
aas  diraotad  by  tha  Coraandlng  Offioar,  as  tha  lattar  col laps ad  basida 
tha  steering  oontrols,  to  "transfer  control  to  Batt  in*  Tha  Junior 
Offio*r-of~the-Deok  thought  that  tha  Comanding  Offioar  had  diad  at  this 
ntocvent,**  This  aas  inoorrsct.  About  this  time  a signalman  also  antarad 
t?vp  pilot  houaa  from  tha  opan  bridge  and  took  owr  tha  wh**Y»*** 

Unfortunately*  Battle  IT  had  bean  dastroyad  sotua  minutes  before,  but 
this  faot  mas  not  known  on  tha  bridga,  Tha  Junior  Offlcer*of-tho-Deok, 
finding  himsalf  unable  to  coasauaioate  from  tha  demolished  bridga,  attsmpt- 
ad  to  find  a telaphona  in  ocaunission  to  carry  out  his  Captain's  last 
orders. 

Concurrently  with  othar  hits  fro**  tha  stai  board  sida  at  0206,  tha 
QUINCY' s turret  I ema  hit  in  tha  bar bat ta  in  may  of  tha  shell  deak,**** 
and  mas  damaged  to  tha  extent  that  it  oould  not  firm,****'*  after  which  it 
mas  hit  in  tha  gun  chamber  and  again  in  tha  booth, *****  It  mar.  than 
abandoned  because  of  tha  flaaaa  and  tha  failure  of  tha  sprinkling  system***** 

Turret  II  mas  struck,  probably  near  tha  top  of  the  barbette.  Flames 
from  burning  ammunition  extended  outside  the  turret  and  plooad  turret  II 
out  of  action,***** 

The  ahalls  striking  the  QUINCY  at  this  time  knocked  out  her  fire 
control  stations,  destroyed  all  communications,  and  generally  made  bar 
armament  unusable. 

At  G2GS*  the  ASTORIA  *»»  turning  to  the  left  to  ore  Id  cell  Isles  with 

tha  QUINCY,  The  nearness  of . collision  semes  to  hare  peered  unnoticed  by 
tha  responsible  officers  iu  the  QUII7T,  sines  there  is  rt  comment  on  It 
in  ary  of  tha  statements  of  tha  QUINCY' a eurrVrors,  It  la  prebeble  that 
the  QUINCY'S  personnel  mere  too  eegrosiad  In  their  own  Internal  diffi- 
culties at  this  time  to  notice  external  matters  o/*r  which  they  had  no 
control. 


^Written  Statement  Attest  10th9  1942,"%  lot  tt,  P.8*  Aldridge,  uSlfc , 

QUINCY. 

**  Written  Statement  August  10th,  1942  by  Lt,(jg)  J.B,  Mae,  UBNS, 
Junior  Offloer-of-the-Deok^  QUINCY, 

«*>«  Written  ftts tenant  August  16th,  1942,  by  LCdr,  J.D.  Andrew,  UBN, 

As si at ai  t Qunnory  Officer,  QUINCY, 

****  U,ss  in  Aotion  YINCtRI38,  QJINCY,  ASTCEIA,  Battle  of  N«ro  Island, 
August  Nth,  1942,  War  Dusago  Report  #C9,  NaeShips  28(874),  Bureau 
of  Ships,  Pavy  Cepartmsnt,  June  12th,  1945, 

*****  Written  Statement  August  9th,  1942,  by  Cmnolly,  CTC,  Turret  I, 
QUINCY. 
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The  QUIfCT  scnwnatd  listing  rapidly  to  port  «nd  nettling  Avon  by 
the  bow.  Op  to  this  tim  both  of  hor  engine  rooms  had  boon  la  operation. 

Mat  At  about  0210  tbo  inereaslng  list  or  tho  ship  forted  the  personnel 
to  abandon  tho  aft  or  engine  rwo*.  lo  off  art  appear*  bo  have  been  made  by 
tho  after  engine  rew  personnel  to  notify  the  forward  engine  re on  of  the 
seriousness  of  tho  situations  and  no  oaa  ordered  the  forward  rmgin*  re  cm 
abandoned,  with  tho  result  that  that  engine  reoa  oentlwied  to  operate  as 
the  ship  slowly  settled*  About  this  sene  tine  the  firemen  pere*  j&el  co- 
eured  limber  Pour  boiler*  The  sea  water,  wtieh  was  leaking  la  through 
sprung  bulkheads,  had  re*oh'»d  the  fire  box  of  that  boiler  owing  to  tho 
list  of  the  ship* 

The  many  fire,  insofar  as  the  QUIJCT  was  onaernod,  had  now  subsided) 
for  the  Japanese  Western  Group  had  oeased  firing  at  her  at  0204§,  had 
withdraw!,  and  the  Bastem  Group  now  was  firing  only  imtomittently* 

At  about  0212,  turret  11,  whloh  has  Buffered  on  internal  shell  bit 
several  minutes  earlier,  exploded  with  such  violence  that  the  Sxeeutlvw 
Officer,  ASTORIA,  reported  that  the  QUIBCY  had  blow  up.*  It  appear* 
probable  that  the  forward  wain  battery  wpu'jM*  had  exploded)  else*  the 
flams  engulfed  the  bridge  structure  and  the  forward  fire  watml  station, 
and  foreed  the  abendommat  of  the  lookout  sad  1*1- lash  sombre  1 station 
atop  the  bridge* 

At  about  0214,  when  these  fire*  had  subsided,  the  (tannery  Officer 
seat  his  assistant  to  the  bridge  to  report  the  oeaditien  of  the  battery  be 
the  Comeanding  Of  fleer  and  to  obtain  the  latter*  a orders.**  The  As  si  stent 
(tannery  Officer  found  everyone  In  the  pile*  house  dead,  axeopt  a signal- 
men at  the  steering  wheel  and  the  Canwundlag  Officer  lying  beside  bin.*** 
The  steer  mar  was  spinning  the  wheel  to  port  with  no  steering  oentrol. 

TTpon  being  qusittioned,  the  steeramn  reperted  that  the  Onamusdlng  Offi  cer 
had  inetruoWw  aim  to  bosoh  the  iMp  an  ims  Island  whioh  fee r miles 

distant  on  the  port  quarter*  The  ship  was  in  a gradual  tun  to  starboard* 
At  this  tine  the  Ce—smding  Officer  "straightened  up  and  the..,  without 
having  uttered  any  other  sound  thaw,  a mas,  fell  bask  aa  though  deed."*** 
The  steersman  then  reported  the  Qaptain'e  order  te  shift  steering  central 
to  Battle  II,  and  also  reported  that  Battle  XI  was  believed  to  be  wiped  out* 

The  order  of  the  Oownanding  Officer,  QDI1CT  to  beaeh  hie  ship  wa* 
sound*  But  his  order  was  given  ct  a tim  When  there  was  serious,  doubt  aa 
to  whether  the  Allies  would  be  able  to  retain  their  precarious  hold  on 
Tulagi-QuedeleanaL  - in  view  of  the  evident  Japanese  sueoees  hi  tala  night 


TfszT&rf.'f:  w;  %szmic"vmxr, 

ASTORIA P te  Coseeacding  Officer,  para*  •(«). 

*•  Action  Report  QTJIRCT,  TMgagWMnt  laming  August  9th,  1942,  off  Quads  1- 
earal  Island  by  LCdr*  S.B.  Bsneberger,  UB»,  Senior  Sur  riving  Officer, 
Serial  Gtf  fi/Al«~8/(OOA)!»e  «f  August  l®thf  1941. 

»•*  Written  Statement  Am gnat  lftth,  1942,  by  LCdr*  J.D.  Ar.dicw,  UBS, 
Assistant  (tannery  Officer,  QUXBCT. 


battle,  It.  therefore  seems  pertinent  to  point  out  that,  la  ordering  * 

•hip  heaohsd,  a ComwaudtMg  Officer  must  be  rb  sure  as  hunenly  pouaib?* 
tliat  the  whip  will  not  th«n  fall  into  nwy  hands.  On  the  other  hand, 
he  should  wake  ovary  cf'ort  to  ust*  his  ship  by  the  prosecution  of  daaage 
control  Measures  with  the  utmost  energy  end  tsnaolty,  even  If  tie  sight 
Inter  here  to  be  scuttled  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  capturing  her. 

The  Assistant  Gunnery  Officer,  having  observed  the  Contending  Offi- 
cer’s death  and  having  learned  of  his  final  orderc,  thnx  reported  these 
facts  to  the  Giswery  Officer. 

The  situation  in  the  QT7INCY  as  regards  oosuAnd  was  now  in  utter 
oonfutlon,  for  she  was  without  a Commanding  Office!  who  ms  in  fact  exer- 
cising ooKsmnd.  Consequently,  there  was  no  over-all  direction.  The 
Gunnary  Officer  did  not  consider  that  be  was  in  aoounsndi  and  shies  he  was 
the  Junior  Bead  of  Department  and  ms  therefore  fifth  in  rank  below  the 
Captain,  he  felt  that  some  of  his  seniors  were  still  alive.  In  thir 
opinion  ha  appears  to  have  besn  correct,  for  it  saasu  clear  that  the 
Damage  Control  Officer  and  the  R&giueer  Officer  were  stiP  at  their  battle 
stations . No  information  is  aval labia  concurring  the  Ex*  JUtiT*  offiesr. 

The  Gunnery  Officer  therefore  correctly  continued  t.»  operate  aa  the 
Gunn-ry  Officer.  Whether  he  isade  any  attempt  to  dissever  who  now  was  the 
Commanding  Officer  and  to  aaoartain  his  orders;  or  whether,  owing  to  firos 
an  I damage,  he  found  it  impossible  to  do  so  is  not  olear.  However,  it  seems 
wise  to  point  out  that  in  oases  of  this  nature  in  which  oonnand  involve  u 
upon  a subordinate,  every  effort  vast  be  made  to  inform  that  officer  of 
his  suooesslon  to  command*  A ease  in  point  is  that  of  the  hirrlaj  end 
listing  CAW  BURRA  at  0146,  wherein  the  Executions  Off  i oar  mas  notified  that 
the  Captain  was  dew,  and  he  lamedlately  assumed  ooaamnd  or  the  ship. 

The  Gunnery  Of  fleer,  now  reellsing  that  it  might  be  necessary  to 
abandon  ship,  gave  orders  to  tie  gunnery  personnel  to  prepare  to  abandon 

ship  bat  apparently  Isfor&ec?  sso  «?<•  «i*e« 

At  01!  1®  the  QUIVCT  suffered  a torpode  hit  on  h r starboard  side  below 
C-inete  gun  Number  Throe*  A great  blast  of  steam  escaped  from  the  forward 
omokepipo  at  this  time  and  the  steam  pressure  dropped  to  160  pounds  per 
square  inch.  Soon  after  this,  the  level  of  salt  water  in  Number  Tm  fire- 
room  rose  to  the  firebox  of  lumber  Three  boiler  and  it  eae  found  necessary 
to  aeeure  this  bailar  also.  As  a ecnsequouoe,  the  QUINCY  gradually  slowed 
down  as  the  resistance  of  the  sea  oversees  her  mememtam* 

By  OTIS*  the  Japanese  System  Group  had  oeaeed  the  engagement  end 
were  withdrawing,  The  QDlVCT’s  firereesi*  were  all  inoperative  and  she  lay 
helplessly  In  the  water,  listing  heavily  to  pert  wad  inking  by  the  bom* 

Shi  had  not  only  suffered  heavy  material  daraagp  bat  had  suffered  by  far  the 
heaviest  personnel  casualties  sustained  by  say  of  the  Allied  ships  in  this 
night  action*.  Her  surviving  personnel  wore  concentrating  all  tholr  snargy 
at  this  time  on  the  tedious  business  of  ,-r sparing  to  abondsn  shin* 


At  0220,  the  QUTJfCY  we*  bearing  Q6T°(T)  li.ttnt  15,000  yards  frw  the 
ocntir  of  Imtc  Island  ud  vu  drifting  to  t tkt  «m  cbeut  2200 

yards  from  Um  ZXBC0ASA  as  the  latter  |MHd  U»r  kImm  to  port. 

(o)  ACTICW  BT  ASTORIA 


At  0*00  the  Cowmndiag  Officer,  ASTORIA  *u  ehengimg  mr»  So  the 
right  in  ^tcr  to  dear  tho  QUIBCY's  Xiao  of  fine.  Bo  planned  than , as 
won  u well  clear,  to  change  sours*  to  the  loft  to  eeatimae  tho  t«ti« 
with  tho  JtpmtM  Btitvn  droop  on  his  port  hand  tram  his  propor  position 
la  fOnntloo,*  Bo  did  not  display  say  knowledge  of  tho  prtinw  of  tho 
Jap^aoso  Western  Group,  although  tho  QT7HCT  hud  actually  firod  at  that 
(Ttup* 

Tho  ASTORIA  was  bow  undergoing  a severe  challenge)  for  she,  ss  tho 
roar  ship  of  tho  TTIQBIKS  Group,  drew  the  esnonatrated  firp  of  tho  AORA, 
SAXO,  and  KHWA&A  as  thoso  onsny  ships  srossod  tho  "Too”*  To  oppeoo  tho 
onony  flro,  tho  ASTORIA  was  firing  only  with  tho  pas  of  her  twrrot  III* 
Bor  gm  dealt,  pert  and  starboard,  was  oewpletely  on  flro  j end  oil  tho 
5-laoh  guns  of  tho  sooondary  battery  wore  out  of  sotlan  with  tho  exception 
of  pm  Sinter  One.  Tho  entire  wall  dook  and  hangar  wsro  a mass  of  f lanes. 
Turret  I was  out  of  notion,  and  turret  II  was  swinging  around  to  star- 
board to  piok  up  a target  and  to  continue  tho  cngngsnont** 

At  0200,  tho  ASTORIA  firod  her  eighth  si  loo  - a three- gun  salvo  fron 
turret  III  - at  her  target,  tho  CHOKAI,  on  a relative  bearing  of  about 
170  degrees  with  a range  sotting  of  about  6000  yards.**  This  firing  range 
was  far  abort  of  the  aetual,  which  works  out  to  bo  6600  yards  fron  tho 
plot  in  Iaa.gr a*  *H".  This  salvo,  of  ocursa,  aissod. 

The  ASTORIA  was  hit  at  0201***  by  shells  which  wore  probably  firod 
by  tho  AGRA.****  At  this  Mane  tins,  tho  ASTORIA  succeeded  in  bringing 
her  forward  controlling  director  and  turret  IX  kvo  active.  and  fired  a 
six-gun  salvo  (ter  ninth)  at  on  onsny  cruiser  on  a relative  bearing  of 
etx  .t  160  degree*  using  a firing  range  of  about  4900  yards.**  Since  the 
C3S0KAI  ns  out  of  the  engagement  temporarily  at  this  tin*  and  sewswfaet 
farther  in  range  than  the  nearest  ship,  tho  AORA*  it  is  probable  that  the 
ASTORIA's  target  at  this  tine  was  the  AORA.  The  actual  range  to  the  AORA 
at  0201,  so  derived  fron  Diagram  *H”,  was  about  7900  yards* 


of'SEnT/lUnd,  ForS 

(00900)  August  9th,  1942. 

**  Letter  August  15th,  1942,  fron  LOdr*  W.H.  Tniesdell,  IBM,  Gunnery 
Officer,  ASTORIA,  to  Cosns lading  Officer  Concerning  Wight  Cruiser 
Action,  August  9th,  1942. 

*•*  War  Mary  6th  Float,  August  7th-10tb,  1942,  CIO  Document  7*655, 
May  12th,  1947. 

**«*  CRTJDTV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  #6,  Solomons  Pavel  Action,  August 
7tb~10th,  1942,  MIX'  Douunsnt  160997,  June  27th,  1947. 


fh*  vary  nrhtd  dioarspaoey  batawa  Um  sstiaatsd  rngM  (that  th* 
ASTORIA,  tttad  am  bar  moMiiln  (aim  tarin|  that*  aluotai ) and  tha  actual 
mni  (aa  tfcay  ban  boon  dsrimd  tram  tha  plotting  analysis  in  Magma 
■H*)  baa  i^osad  a problai  of  raeasalllatlo*  batman  that*  too  sato  of 
ranges. 

la  rstrospsat,  It  la  raaallad  that  tha  eatlwatad  nm{i  of  0600  yard* 
mi  swployod  oa  tha  flrat  salvo  fir  ad  at  014*,*  at  tho  tins  of  tha 
ASTORIA*  a initial  radar  rangs  of  7000  yards „•  This  aetinatad  rangs  aaa 
nppllsd  to  tha  Mark  Till  rang*  karpvr  In  tha  Platting  RotB<** **• *  Tha  rang# 
sotting  of  6700  yards  nas  nsad  oa  tha  saaoad  8-iaoh  salvo  ft  rad  a ndnuta 
latsra-  tha  vary  saw  tins  that  tha  starve  ru.pi  flndar  rant  of  6800 
yards  was  obtalasd.  la  visa  af  tha  faot  that  6800  yards  w tha  first 
raags  raaalvad  by  tha  Graphis  Plotting  0ffit*r,*«*  It  is  likaly  that  ths 
radar  rangs  of  7000  yards  had  a aver  baa  appl&ad  to  tha  solution  in  tha 
rlothiag  loon*  Tha  nsxt  rang#  raaalvad  is  tha  Plotting  Boon  about  a 
atinuts  labor  (that  is,  at  0164)  nas  6700  yard ’ , * * * ahlsh  nas  900  yards 
short,  of  tha  aetual. 

Aftar  tha  ASTORIA  nas  hit  at  0166,  aha  obtalnad  no  nora  radar  rangso, 
and  nas  uaabls  to  rangs  visually  bscausa  tha  Japanss*  tumad  off  thalr 
ssarahllghto  at  this  tins.  It  lo  probable  than,  that  sha  had  insuffioisnt 
rangas  to  sorraotly  selva  tha  rango  rata*  Tha  ASTORIA  quit#  plausibly 
fait  that  tha  Japanass  Bast  art  Group  nas  oleslng  her  at  a nor*  rapid 
rata  than  mid  astually  roault  fron  tha  relative  nornaant  of  tha  soaa^r 
oa  ths  bass  oouras  of  069  (?).«•**  Thors  is  na  do*  mentation  whatsoever 
of  any  daviatlan  by  CGUC3R0DXY  SIX  fra  this  sours*  until  ha  tumad  lsft 
ts  000  (T)  at  02Q0.*****  Tha  plot  shout  in  IdLagran  "H*  is  therefor* 
beliavad  to  ho  reasonably  sorraot. 

Tatum  lag  now  to  ths  battle  aarratlvs,  at  0601  tha  ASTORIA  nas  still 
lntarpoasd  In  tha  QUTTCT' « lins  of  flra  to  starboard.******  It  was 
arinainally  to  avoid  ibis  vary  al f«ww»*w«  that  ths  C snssndl--  Offiser, 
ASTORIA  had  nada  tha  rudioal  ohanga  of  eaursa  to  tho  right  at  0200,  but  na 
hud  suaooedad  only  In  oeutlnulng  to  foul  tha  rangs*  la  oould  not  ham 


• LetWr  ItgurfclJJiK,  lidS,  fras  Uidr.  W.ft.  f ruesdelT/  tWV  &snery 
Officer,  ASTCRIA  to  On  wording  Offioor  Cenoenalng  Tight  Crulsor 
Action  August  9th,  1942. 

**  Written  Statsnsnt  August  18th,  1942,  by  Lt.(jg)  D.Su  Marietta,  QST, 
Plotting  Boon  Officer.  ASTORIA. 

**•  Vrittsn  Sta's.snant  August  18th,  1942,  by  Basigp  15. 1.  Sogers,  USSR, 
Graph!*  Plotting  Offioor,  QOTSCT. 

•*n*  War  Mary  8th  Float,  August  Txh-10tb,  1942,  CIG  Doounant  74686, 

May  12th,  1947. 

*****  CRTOXT  6 UstailAd  Battlo  Sopert  $8,  Bolonons  Waval  Aoticn  August 
Yth-lOth,  1942,  WDC  Domaetnt  160997,  Juno  27th,  1947. 

*****  Written  Statement  August  81st,  1942  by  Lt«  R.J.  Dvna,  088,  CJUITC7 
and  Interviev  August  84th,  1949  of  Captain  BL.B.  Banoberger,  GET, 
by  Coano&ore  S.W.  Bata*,  DBS!, (Rot.). 


known,  of  coups#,  the  simultaneous  Intention  of  the  Commendinp,  Offioer, 
QUIHCT  to  turn  right,  It  le  unfortunate  that  the  oownunl  oat  ion*  of 
Commander  VIHCBMNKS  droup  had  failed)  and  that,  aa  an  outgrowth  at  0200, 
the  three  orutsers  of  this  group  had  begun  to  operate  Independently  and 
without  proper  group  leadership  and  dlreotioa. 

At  0202  the  ASTORIA  waa  hit  on  the  atarboard  aide  of  the  bridge 
structure*  by  shells  from  the  IAKO's  high  angle  guns  and  2 6-will teeter 
guns.**  Her  steersman  waa  killed)  her  signal  offioer  and  the  boatswain's 
■at#  of  the  watoh,  who  waa  wwming  the  engine  roow  telegraphs,  were 
wcuaded.*  The  ship  oontinued  swinging  to  the  right  farther  than  the 
Contending  Offioer  had  intended,  tr>t  the  wheel  was  soon  rvnannod*  and  she 
steadied  on  a course  of  about  04b°(T).  The  bridge  ootuamioetions  were 
seriously  impaired  by  this  hit. 

About  this  tine  the  Comaending  Offioer  noted  that  the  ASTORIA  was 
not  increasing  speed  in  answer  to  his  order  for  flank  speed,  twenty- f Its 
knots.*  He  knew,  of  course,  that  fire room  Number  Two  had  been  aeonred 
because  of  battle  damage,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  he  knew  that  fireroome 
One  and  Three  had  newer  been  out  in  on  the  main  steam  line.***  Ih for- 
tunately, the  boiler  readiness  polioy  within  tha  ASTORIA  merely  required 
the  standby  bollara  to  be  ready  to  out  in  on  the  main  steam  line  within 
fifteen  minutes.  Such  a degree  of  boiler  readiness  was  unrealistic,  to 
say  the  least,  and  onoe  again  indi oates  the  Commanding  Offioer *s  laok  of 
appreciation  of  the  dangers  inherent  in  the  existing  situation  at  Save 
Island.  If  he  had  had  any  expectation  of  surfaoe  ship  attack,  is  it  not 
logloal  to  assume  that  his  standby  boilers  either  would  haw#  been  on  the 
line,  or  would  have  been  on  shorter  notice? 

Also  s,t  about  0202.  tha  ASTORIA' o tone  b-inch  gun  opened  fire.**** 

During  the  period  0200  to  0202,  the  ASTORIA  was  being  hit  repeatedly, 
almost  continuously,  fries  bar  foremast  aft  by  the  shells  of  the  three 
ships  of  CRUmV  SIX.  However,  at  0202,  the  concentration  was  * erne  what 
slaoksnad,  for  the  A0RA  shifted  her  fire  baok  to  the  QUINCY.  The  ASTORIA 
then,  for  the  next  two  minutes,  was  subjected  to  the  concentrated  fire 
of  tie  ZAKO  and  KHUOAAA. 

One  deadly  salvo  hit  her  at  0208  in  the  vicinity  of  the  well  deck  and 
did  extensive  damage  both  topside  and  below  d*.,ks.  Since  the  angle  of 


* Action  Report  aS^ORIA,  'Baffle  of  Save  island,  Serial  A?S7/'a1"8-:"57 
(00600)  Augut  t 20th,  1942,  page  6. 

**  Her  Diary  IMO,  August  7tb-10th,  1942,  Solossans  Sea  Battle,  HDC 
Document  160145. 


• **  Letter  August  10th,  1942,  from  LCdr.  J.D.  Hayes,  USN,  l&igineering 
Offioer,  ASTORIA,  to  Commanding  Offioer  Concerning  Action  With 
the  Iktesty  About  0200,  August  9th,  1942,  page  1, 

•***  Action  Report  ASTORIA,  Battle  of  Save  Island,  Serial  APS7/A16-5/ 


(00600)  August  20th,  1942,  page  17 
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penetration  through  the  (hip  indioeted  that  thin  naive  had  oems  from  a 
relative  bearing  of  150°,  the  firing  ship  sunt  have  bene  the  AlffWIAAA. 
This  salvo,  in  ad-'ltlan  to  other  dosage,  hit  nd  i$ii^«d  a hvreson*  tank 
on  the  sell  *eck*  The  heavy  blaok  snake  from  thin  fire,  added  te  the 
KfkAke  fsm  the  hangar  fires,  entered  the  after  engine  '.'tram  out  foroed  the 
orow  there  to  secure.  The  after  imagines  hid  been  anting  revolution*  fur 
thirteen  knot*,  but  the  ship  row  oensteaoed  altering;  dm. 


At  thin  ok*  tine  ths  ASTORIA  fired  hex  tenth  salvo  fre*  five  sons 
of  turrets  II  tiud  III  with  a range  .setting  of  about  *80 0 yard#**  ltd * 
salvo  was  directed  at  the  AO  BA  which  uua  now  Jwst  «ibaft  her  star  beard 
bean  (relative  bearing  095°)  at  a range  of  about  6900  yards*  The  range 
setting  used  by  the  ASTORIA  •wo*  as  before  far  start  of  the  aetnol,  sad 
the  1ST OKI therefore,  hod  not  as  yet  obtained  any  hits* 

At  about  0*0*  the  ASTORIA'*  fires  had  died  dona  sufficiently  to 
require  the  enemy  to  illuminate  her  agel*.  The  CHOXAI  - nhieh  hod  resumed 
the  engagement  at  that  tins  *>  turned  her  searchlight#  an  the  ASTORIA  and 
opened  fire.  The  ASTORIA  ene*  mere  one*  under  the  oenoentrated  fire  from 
three  ships.  She  nos  heavily  hit  by  Japanese  shells  which  eileoosd  p«- 
mounts,  wrecked  the  eentrol  station*,  and  disrupted  eossanni  oat  ions  between 
stations. 

The  Co— ending  Officer  new  laarnpd  that  the  ASTORIA  was  in  an  even 
sir*  serious  situation  than  before  her  rl^it  tv..*  at  02  0u.  Her  topside, 
already  a shcmM.es,  was  reoeiving  non*  dfcnogo  as  the  snowy  shells  r*ix» 
on  the  ship.  Her  engineering  department  had  been  so  seriously  affected 
by  exploding  shells,  end  by  the  resultant  fires,  that  her  speed  mas 
i rarksdly  reduced.  Her  major  gunnery  installations,  * ~»Opt  for  turrets 

II  end  ttt.  were  p -not io ally  all  out  off  action. 


F 


I 


There  was  little  the  Cennandiug  Officer  could  do  about  this  situa- 
tion, Be  could  «*e  clearly  that  If  he  continued  an  the  ssm»  course.  He 
would  close  the  Japsueese  Boston*  Group  ehish  res  now  Moving  in  a north- 
erly direction,  end  that  a steady  course  stado  his  ship  a susceptible 
torpedo  target,  He  decided  to  carry  out  his  previous  decision  to  turn 
back  to  the  left,  ones  he  had  cleared  the  QTJDiCY'®  line  of  fire,  and 
gave  the  order  for  this  tiro  to  the  loft  at  about  0204. 


i 


As  the  ASTORIA  swung  left  Her  forward  director  and  turret  II  reach- 
ed tbf  Unit  of  train,  but  turret  III  esd  the  after  sain  battery  director 
remained  c©  the  target  aa  its  rearing  passed  through  the  stem  to  the 
port  quarter. 


At  0206  the  ASTORIA® s Vum her  Ore  l.i-ineh  no«nt  fired  elghty-eigjfck 
rounds  at  a ship  bearing  0980  relative  at  an  estimated  range  of  4000 


> 


/ 


I 


yf  rde  .*  Her  turret  wee  the  leading  Jtptnsse  cruiser,  the  AO'oA,  at  an 
actual  range  of  8000  yards.  A portion  cf  the  20-alllimeter  battery  also 
opened  fire  at  thi#  tins*.  The  range  was  satisfactory  for  the  1 *l-lnoh 
gun*  (mi—  range  7326  y* ri» ) , but  it  w.  * not  eatiefeotory  for  the 
20-milllneter  gune  (msximm  range  475*  yards). 

At  about  0206,  the  1.1-inoh  mount*  on  the  after  deck  (Humbsr  Three 
end  lumbar  Pour  mounts)  fired  on  the  searchlight  of  a ship  on  the  star- 
board  quarter  at  an  estimated  range  of  5,000  yards.**  Thi*  target  was 
probably  the  40 BA  - the  nearest  Japanese  oruiser  - at  an  actual  range  of 
5800  yards.  The  A0BA  acknowledged  reoeiving  "machine  yon  hits"  on  her 
Humber  Two  torpedo  no  jot,**  Mo  other  ships  of  CRUDIV  SIX  adaitted  any 
machine  gun  hit*  whatsoever.  The  ASTORIA*  s Humber  Three  1,1-lneh  mount 
expended  400  rounds**  and  her  Buaber  Hour  1.1-inoh  aoiat  expended  100 
rounds.****  Check  fire  was  then  ordered  because  - in  the  ASTORIA' a left 
turn  - the  target  moved  to  a relative  bearing  of  200°  and  the  after  1.1- 
inoh  mounts  could  no  longer  beer  on  it.** 

At  about  0207,  the  ASTORIA  fired  her  eleventh  8-inch  salve  from  the 
three  q»s  of  turret  III  with  a range  setting  of  4700  yards  st  a Japanese 
oruiser  bearing  200°  relative. *****  It  is  probable  that  the  ASTORIA* e 
target  was  the  iIWUQASA.,  but  the  error  in  range  assured  that  this  salvo 
would,  fall  short.  This  salvo  was  the  last  di rector- controlled  firing 
from  the  ASTORIA.  Propitiously,  the  enssy  fire  now  slackened.  Whav  a 
relief  this  must  have  been  for  the  ASTORIA'  8 orewi  They  had  bean  able 
to  eee  only  destruction  before  them,  bat  now  perhaps  they  eight  be  able 
to  bring  theca  elves  and  their  ship  through*  This  idea  awe  appropriately 
expressed  by  the  ASTORIA'S  Gunnery  Officer  who  stated i 

*Mhy  the  enemy  did  not  completely  destroy  the  ASTORIA  that  night  is 
a mystery  to  me  as  we  had  oeased  firing j but  for  some  reason  they  with- 
drew ana  did  not  ton*  in  for  the  k5.11,ws**** 


This  reflective  observation  of  the  Qunnsry  Offioer,  ASTORIA  is  not 
without  merit.  for,  bad  Commander  Cruiser  force  bod  a proper  appreciation 
of  his  battle  objective,  he  -wulc  never  have  permitted  the  three  Allied 
orulsers  to  remain  afloat  but  would  have  Insured  their  destruction  prior 
to  his  departure  from  the  area.  U.8.  levy  doctrine  at  this  time  stated 


* Statsmsmt  August  lEta,  T94Z  by  \ jgj  0. V.  Alair,  tB»R, 

Battery  Offleer,  1.1  Director  I,  ASTORIA* 

••  Written  Statement  undated  by  Lt.(jg)  T.J.  Chat  slain,  USVR,  1.1 
mounts  Aft,  ASTORIA. 

••*  Actio*  Reports  from  Tabular  Records  of  Japanese  Cruisers,  HDC 
Documents  160823  end  .81407. 

*•**  Written  Stetsmcat  undated  by  LCdr,  1.2.  Wakefield,  USX,  Air  Defense 
Officer,  ASTORIA* 

*****  Letter  August  13th,  1942,  from  LCdr.  W.R.  Traesdell,,  WRI,  Qunmery 
Officer,  ASTORIA  to  Commanding  Officer,  Concerning  light  Cruise;. 
Aotiaei,  Angurt  9th,  1948,  ______ 
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"Tictory  In  notion  oaoe  gained,  «wf'  bo  followed  up  to  the  couplets  i jni- 
hl  1st ion  of  tho  eneny."1*  It  is  prewuned  that  Japanese  doctrine  contained 
siuilar  somihi lotion  previsions*  Tertunately  for  tho  ASTORIA,  hor  d* saage 
mi  limited  to  that  reeeivod  fr<m  on— y gunfire  which  fend  not  peaevrated 
tho  ship  below  tho  seooad  deck.  Although  si*  torpedoes  had  boon  firec  at 
hor  by  tho  CARD  - four  torpedoes  at  0201  end  tm  at  0206  - none  had  hit 
her* 

At  about  0206,  an  tho  ASTORIA  «as  slowly  turning  to  tho  loft  at 
about  nine  knots,  tho  Co— sanding  Offioer  suddenly  noted  that  the  QUTSCY, 
in  a gradual  ri$jbt  turn  and  with  considerable  my  on,  ms  crossing  his 
bow  ffr—  port  to  starboard.  Ho  avoided  eoilisiec  by  applying  full  loft 
rudder,**  Ho  porhapo  realised  that  tho  QUIHCT  w not  under  steering 
oontrol  at  this  tins,  as  she  was  ablate  and  was  not  firing* 

As  the  ASTORIA  swung  by  the  QUISCT  at  about  0311,  she  steadied  — 
course  186®(T).  By  0213  she  had  resolved  additional  danaging  hits,  in- 
cluding; tho  Ices  of  steering  oontrol  on  the  bridge*  She  was  forced  to 
steer  frost  Central  Station*  and  headed  — a si  {tagging  southerly  course* 
She  wsa  ease  again  illuuinated  at  0214  this  tine  by  tho  KZHCM8A*  At 
0216  the  forward  engine  rm  had  lost  all  power  and  had  secured*  This 
loft  the  ASTORIA  without  any  active  power  whatsoever* 

The  Css— ding  Offioer,  ASTORIA  n«w  was  fased  with  the  problea  of 
ascertaining  the  embat  effeotivunoee  of  his  ship*  He  knew,  of  course p 
that  he  had  no  set ire  power;  that  his  entire  topside  aft  of  the  for— ast 
ms  on  fire;  that  his  secondary  battery  ms  out  of  action;  that  turret  I 
was  out  of  set  Ion  bat  that  turrets  IX  and  III  could  be  fired  la  looal 
oontrol*  What  else  was  deetroyedt  low  his  (tannery  Officer  reported  oa 
the  bridge;  inferaed  hist  that  all  of  his  fire  control  equipment  with  its 
nsoesoery  cmwulwtivU  ms  inoperative,  end  suggested  that  ha  abandon 
the  bridge.**  This  report  Bust  have  crystallised  thu  reality  that,  as 
he  already  suspected*  hie  oaatav  effectiveness,  to  all  intents  and 
purpose -a,  was  non distant.  He  therefore,  at  0216,  ordered  all  personnel, 
including  the  wetaded,  to  nove  to  tho  relatively  undamaged  forecastle* 

The  Executive  Offioer  —while  had  ordered  all  personnel,  who  could  do 
so,  to  assemble  aft  on  the  fantail*  Thus,  two  groups  of  personnel  wsi-e 
aes— hied  - one  on  the  foreonstle  - the  other  on  the  fantail*  neither 
group  knew  of  the  other* s' existenoe,  because  of  their  separation  by  fires 
which  completely  enveloped  the  ship  enidshlps. 

At  this  tins  the  ASTORIA  ms  still  being  Illuminated  by  the  KTHUOASA* 
searchlight,  probably  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  extent  of 
damage  since  the  HHUBA8A  haul  oeassd  firing*  The  ASTORIA  m»  able  to  get 
off  one  last  salvo  from  her  turret  IX  which  fired  la  looal  control*  Tho 
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actual  ranee  (ae  cc aluatcd)  to  the  KZVTJ3ASA  we*  4JG0  yard*.  Th.lt  aalr® 
stilstd  the  IZ1UQASA*  bat  hit  the  C80KAS  which  am*  amcuhcro  to  the  east* 

Wd  of  the  cormsii  at  this  tine*  She  iHOOAdA  extlnpxlched  her  search- 
light, and  the  meny  tsa»  loot  to  view*  The  tattle  wee  ovrl 

it  0880,  the  ASTO&l*.  am*  bear  lag  078° (¥)  distant  10,750  yarla  from 
the  Mater  cf  Save  island* 

(*)  AgpicK  jrr  aui 

the  HEUS  had  been  standing  to  the  southward  on  course  180° (T),  speed 
fifteen  kaote*  She  wee  ewidently  operating  in  an  area  of  low  risibility* 
fes?  ehe  neither  had  oh* erred  the  T8RTI}  * which  «u  but  £000  yards  on  her 
starboard  been  - aer  aae  she  ebserred  by  the  TW1YU* 

At  about  0800  she  {lighted  a ship  on  her  starboard  bow  at  an  eetl- 
noted  mage  of  about  9000  yards*  partially  illuminated  by  what  she  thought 
one  a MNurehllghk  hut  what  anst  hare  ben*  a lightning  flash  - there  were 
ne  searchlights  being  capleyed  in  the  area  at  this  tine  by  either  eld*, 
this  «hip  appear#*  te  the  Co— ending  Offloer*  BXLM  to  b*  headed  to  sea- 
ward;,  pas* lag  sleso  te  tb*  south  side  of  8aoo  Island,*  Actually  sho  was 
pusdag  eleee  te  the  h vxf  cloud  bach  south  of  Saro  Island*  dine*  the 
CsmeUss  Offieor  ooali  not  identify  this  ship*  he  assuned  logically 
that  sho  was  part  of  tho  enony  foreo  headed  out** 

■s  lsnediatoiy  changed  course  to  the  eoutheost  to  aoout  226°(Y), 
hooded  for  this  unidentified  ship  at  full  speed  ~ twenty  knots*  and 
prepared  to  launch  the  torpedo  a'  mek  previously  ordered  by  Cenaen  >r 
racmam  ®r»up*  However,  before  he  could  fire  torpedoes*  the  target 
ship  was  snee  again  illnainated  nsnentarily  * probably  by  lightning  - 
ssd  tie  Css^iuiK  uffinwr.  SESuK  discover**  to  his  disanpolatnent  that 
oho  was  one  of  the  Allied  destroyers*,* 

This  destroy*?  was  the  SASLfT  which  did  not  sight  the  HKLH,  poscibly 
because  of  the  lew  risibility* 

This  esntaet  between  the  HKUt  rod  BABLST  nay  appear  somewhat  surprising 
end  yet  it  plainly  indicate#  the  reee^iitisa  difficulties  which  sen  arise 
daring  nl(2ah  and  low  risibility  when  ships  of  a eonhaad  ore  allowed  jbo 
operate  independently  within  detection  ra&ge  of  one  another*  These  two 
destroyer*  were  fren  two  separate  group*  and  had  been  roughly  19*000  yards 
apart  whoa  the  action  crammed  at  0149*  end  yrt*  in  a natter  of  acne 
eaeenteen  nine  tea,  the  BUM  had  almost  run  foul  of  the  BA3LHY* 

The  Onsnending  Officer*  BGLH  new  redisc#  that  the  emosy  wae  not  in 
the  area  where  be  had  contacted  the  BAOUTT*  Be  therefore  rerereed  course* 


* "Ration  ftepoWi7  Vff’lrT.ro  i*U*»d,  lolaswi  t 
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possibly  to  oloss  bis  on  oruisere*  sad  lnors&ssd  speed  to  shout  twenty* 
firs  knots*  Bo  continued  «a  this  oourse  sad  spssd  vntil  about  0206*  when 
be  si jbtsd  tbo  TnfCfHTEES  and  tbs  QUIHCY  bei-'g  Illuminated  by  searchlight 
from  tbs  east**  He  than  dsoidsd  to  p^ss  between  than  and  therefore  o handed 
sours*  to  about  860°(T)  to  aoo^mplish  this*  H«  noted*  at  this  tins*  that 
tbs  QUTECY  appeared  to  bs  stopped  and  to  haws  suffered  hea-ry  damage**  Sue 
was  not  stepped  but  was  slowing  down  somewhat*  haring  bean  torpedoed  by 
the  TOKYO  but  a noneat  before*  He  else  noted  that  the  VINOBINES  had 
turned  around* 

At  about  U?08  the  HJtLM  narrowly  missed  oolliding  with  the  IflLSOR*** 
which  was  oloss  aboard  to  the  westward*  although  he  did  not  know  It*  Such 
a leek  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  bridge  and  gunnery  personnel  ic  not 
indicative  of  a snart  oosumnd* 

At  about  0210  the  HELM  received  a dispatch  fro*  CTO  62*6  directing 
all  destroyers  not  in  eonteot  with  the  enemy  to  concentrate  on  him  north- 
west of  the  transport  groups*  For  sons  unexplained  reason  this  message 
was  not  delivered  to  the  Coaoanding  Officer  until  saw.*  tins  later. « The 
result  of  this  was  that  the  Commanding  Officer*  ERIK*  having  no  other 
orders  and  mindful  of  the  feet  that  he  had  not  carried  out  his  assigned 
task  to  attack  with  torpedoes*  decided  to  rsmain  in  the  violnity  of  the 
Group  Cocnonder*  He  bad  observed  several  sneety  salvos  falling  n«arvy  and 
he  desired  to  locate  the  source  of  the  anemy  lisdvos.c 

It  is  Judged  to  have  been  about  this  time  (0210)  that  he  received  a 
YBS  radio  message  from  CCMDRSDIY  SETHS  directing  all  destroyers  to  ocn- 
eentrate  north  of  Save  Island*  H»  therefore  o hanged  oourse  to  SIP^T). 

At  the  same  tine  he  decided  to  open  fire  on  .ui  enemy  eeerohligit*  which 
tnalysis  discloses  was  probably  that  being  employed  by  the  FUK3TAKA  in 
the  Western  Group*  However*  before  he  oonld  open  fire*  the  searchlight 
was  extinguished  and  thereafter  the  HELM  had  no  point  of  aim** 

“ An  this  AHA  was  proceeding  on  oourse  318°(T)  at  0216  she  observed  to 
the  northwestward  e *.iip  illuainatsd  and  some  firing*  This  ship  was  the 
RALFH  TAI.10T  which  mao  being  Illuminated  by  the  TRRYU*  The  Commanding 
Officer  Immediately  increased  speed  to  thirty  knotty*  and  proceeded  on 
a heading  of  about  280°(T)  to  Investigate* 

At  0220*  the  HELM  was  bearing  0O4°(T),  distant  10*000  yards  from  the 
oemter  of  Save  Island* 


~~+  1&\ )t on  Report*  HSUf,  lHgK'fe  EgsesmecV  oft'  §kvo  si aE^T*jYcs#on  YsYmiJs * 
August  9th*  1942*  Serial  DOWf/Al t-8/(I2»)*  August  14th*  1942. 
v*  Action  Report*  MIL5CS , Action  Against  ftaemy  Surfnoe  Ships  off  Have 
Island*  fight  ef  August  8th-9th»  1942*  Sorlal  DOS*  Angus!  20* 

1942. 
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(•)  ACT1 CS  BY  WIL8CH 


At  0200,  ttaa  U1L8CR , which  ms  now  bearing  roughly  2R0°(T)  distant 
about  1900  yards  front  tba  VTH  CHUBB,  found  it  aeeeasary  to  Bake  a right 
tarn  to  040®(T)  in  ordor  to  aalntoin  bar  approximate  station  on  the 
vneanas,  and  at  th*  sane  tins  to  brine  bar  battery  to  boar  on  tba 
Eastern  Group,  it  0204  tba  WILddf  staadiad  on  bar  now  source. 

The  WI  LOOK  abiftad  bar  fire  flow  tba  KAXO  to  tbs  AO  BA,  wteiah  was  now 
tba  loadin'  Japanese  ship  and  was  using  soars  blight  illumination.  Tbs 
WILSON  succeeded  in  obtain  lag  a starwo  rang*  finds  r rangs*  on  tba  AO  BA, 
far  th«  rungs  sbo  sseployad  - MOO  yards**-  is  apprexlsntely  sanfinsad  by 
tba  rangs  of  MOO  yards  derlrad  in  tba  plotting  analysis  and  boon  by 
Diagram  *B*. 

At  this  tins  sha  was  firad  oa  by  tba  TBfEHJ  of  tba  Western  Group.*** 
Tba  WILSCH  suffarad  no  damage  during  tbs  action  end  oonaequsntly  no  hits 
wars  saerad  on  bar  at  this  tins.  Sana  shrapnel  fall  an  bar  deok,  bans- 
mr,  shall*  war#  board  passing  aloas  aboard,  and  ana  "dad"  lands d in  tba 
water  a few  fo*t  frost  tba  ship  but  did  not  explode.*  It  ir  quits  1 Italy 
that  tba  WILBOH  was  unaaaro  3f  tba  praaonae  of  tba  Western  Orvnp  and  son- 
si  darad  the  naar  ultias  war®  wooing  from  tbs  tester*  droop. 

At  050®,  tba  VPi(g  observed  a MOWBSBI  Typo  destroyer  n bar  star- 
board bow  bearing  dam  ew  a ealllwien  eoursa.a  this  wan  tba  HKUf.  Aar* 
war*  no  KGW8SSS  Tyya  destroyers  present  with  tba  VWCHOIM  Group,  although 
tho  HOXS&M  baraalf  was  with  tba  8JI  JGAX  Group.  Possibly  tba  Coanandlag 
Offlaar,  WIL8CM  thought  that  tba  SAX  JTJAX  Group  had  raimforaad  his  group, 
although  ha  wakes  no  aaawwnt  to  this  offset.  The  Ccswanding  Officer, 
TIMW  lwsaalataly  esased  firing*  v.__;ngsd  eauraa  to  port  by  a full  \sft 
turn*  and  iasraacad  speed  to  thirty  teats  to  trail  collision.  Ha  was 
▼ary  anxious  to  raauwa  fire,  aa  as  aaen  aa  bis  gems  could  bsar  ba  aattlad 
aa  that  hsMua  auw  sivssd  to  fifteen  fcft#-  This  heading  established  bis 
bm  eourae  as  about  tW»{T),  At  this  tins  tba  only  Allied  araiisr  risible 
was  tba  ASTORIA.*  Tba  WIL8CK  aauld  net  see  althar  tba  VUCMHW  or  ta.» 
QTUXCY  bath  of  whiah  aruiuara  wura  biasing  fiercely.  This  was  probably 
da©  to  low  risibility  ba  scut  aw  bath  Japanese  and  Allied  ships  ware  oen- 
slsteatly  unable  to  eight  chips  whiah  were  otherwise  well  within  risual 
range. 

At  021C,  tea  WILSCH,  cap laying  aa  enany  searchlight  as  a paint  ef 
aim,  raannw  i fire  an  the  Japanese  Kutsm  Greup  whiah  was  now  su  bar 
port  Land.  By  0219,  aba  sated  that  only  ana  canny  saarahligbt  was  still 
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burnings  8b#  observed  that  thin  searohlight*  which  happened  to  be  on  the 
CHOKAI*  m sweeping.  The  CosuDtnding  Officer,  WTLSCB  considered  that  his 
ship  was  tha  obieot  of  the  CHOKAI' s search  because  his  was  the  only  Allis! 
ship  which  he  could  see  that  was  firing** 

The  WIX.8CK  oontlnued  firing  at  the  CHOKAI  until  0216  when  the  CHOKAI 
extinguished  her  searoh light*  The  Cowanding  Officer*  W1LSCR,  thought 
that  the  WILSON'S  gunfire  had  knocked  out  the  Japenese  eearohligjbte** 

This  wae*  of  course,  e wrong  oonoluaion  but  was  a conclusion  that  was 
drawn  during  tha  battle  by  several  other  Allied  ehipe  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances. 


After  ceasing  fire  the  Co— ending  Offloar*  TTILBOB  did  not  observe  any 
other  Allied  cruisers,  end  oontlnued  on  towards  3 eve  island.*  His  actions 
in  eo  doing  arc  not  understood,  for  although  he  was  no  longer  part  of  tha 
so  re  an  (h vlng  been  released  previously  by  Co— ander  VIHCKBIBB  Group  to 
attack  th\  Japanese  Kastern  Group)  ha  did  not  know  this*  end  bad  oontlnued 
to  operate  as  a screening  destroyer.  Therefore,  wae  it  not  incumbent  cm 
him  to  ask  his  release  of  the  Commander  TTMCWntS  Group  or,  failing  that* 
of  the  Ponior  Co— ending  Officer?  As  he  neks  a no  mention  of  having  done 
eo*  it  it  presumed  that  he  failed  to  do  so*  Instead*  he  heeded  towards 
Save  Island.  Perhaps  he  thought  that  the  cruisers  of  the  TTVCOTK8  Group 
bed  been  sunk  or  too  seriously  disabled  to  ho  ablo  to  oontlmue  the  action) 
perhaps*  having  received  no  orders  from  On  meander  THCHHSS  Group*  he 
considered  himself  released*  Ivon  so*  did  he  head  for  Savo  Island? 
Would  It  not  have  bean  sere  i ooeord  with  doctrine  to  have  trailed  the 
Japanese  forces  end  to  have  a vised  the  Off losr-in-Taoti  cal  t.wmand*  u 
well  as  CTF  «1,  CTP  tt,  CTP  d and  OGMBOPAC  a a to  their  composition* 
course  and  speed  so  that  these  Coamendera  might  take  necessary  action 
against  them  on  the  morrow  by  all  weapons*  especially  by  air  and  sub- 
marina? 

About  this  tine*  the  Co  asm  Tiding  Officer*  WIL8CU*  received  e ico 
voice  radio  moeasge,  apparently  from  the  SALPH  TALBOT*  stating  that  a 
Japanese  cruiser  was  standing  out  north  of  lave  Island*  Be  immediately 
eonelneed  that  this  message  referred  to  the  BILBGM*  Be*  thorefbre* 
changed  course  te  the  south  te  avoid  being  fired  on  by  friendly  ships.* 
Why  he  thought  that  it  referred  to  the  IIILBQB  is  net  clear  for  he  well 
knew  that  a member  af  Japenese  o raisers  (ths>  Sestet*  Group)  had  passed 
to  the  worth  but  a few  miaatee  before,  fines  the  IRISOV  warn  not  in  hot 
pursuit  ef  these  ships  but  was  merely  heeding  towards  Save  Island*  the 
action  of  the  Csnemading  Officer  wae  ► uhape  wise* 

At  OttO*  the  WTUOB  wae  bearing  0W*»(T).  distant  6660  yards  free  the 
eenter  ef  Save  Island* 


lotion  leport  WIUK5T*  Wcpert  ef  Ln  cfm  J^laat  Bwrfmee  Ships 

Save  Island*  light  Jnguet  tth-Bth.  l»4f,  Serial  DOS*  kpxt  SOth* 
mt. 
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(f)  ACTIOS  IT  gOtCAgO 
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At  OtCO,  t * CHICAGO  m standing  ^ th*  westward  on  mn*  28Sfc'(T) 

•.A  twelve  baste  u4  bid  jut  obotTtd  ths  (on  action  between  the  retiring 
Americas  J«tr*y»r  d'ASVIS  wad  ths  Japanese  dMtrsytr  TOIAOI  on  a bearing 
•f  500®(T ) At  a dittenes  14,000  yar d»*  Ths  Cfmii Hig  Officer,  CHICAGO 
than  to  seventeen  knots,*  fall  i^*d(  «nd  stood  an  to  tiw 

veetwtrd  to  investigate  tW»  action  cad  to  outer  it  If  occasion  permitted. 

It  is  pro  betels  that  the  heavy  oxploaicsi  of  tbs  torpedoes  of  tin  YTJBAJkl 
and  the  TJDnirC  - as  these  torpedoes  struck  the  YIHCHOJBS  end  ths  QUIXCT, 
respectively  * had  attracted  the  attention  of  tbs  Cornwall  ding  Offioer, 
CHICAGO.  Per,  at  02C6,  be  fired  a star  shall  spread  on  approximate  hear* 
tag  100®  relative  - 023® (T)  - to  hurst  at  11.000  yards*  endeavoring  thereby 
to  disoloso  the  ships  engaged  to  tits  northward.  8 in os  his  star  e hello 
revealed  nothing,  ho  decided  these  shift  were  beyond  rarge,  and  ©eased 
firing.#  Be  did  not  detect  the  BAGLEY  at  thio  tins.  Which  was  about  5000 
yards  due  north  of  tho  CHICAGO  in  the  blackness  of  Save  Island* 

After  ecaaing  to  fir#  star  shells,  ho  observed  *fis«  ha  at  first 
thought  was  a burning  ship  to  the  northward,  and  obteijvni  a firing  rang* 
sf  18,000  yards  an  it.*  This  burning  ship  could  hare  boon  either  the 
TEVCWBX8  or  QQIPCT » bat  it  wils  more  probably  ths  latter,  beoauaa  of  bar 
brighter  fires  at  this  tin*.  Tho  Q011CY  than  was  IV ,700  yards  away  on 
bearing  090®(T). 

Tho  fmacmndlng  Offlaar,  CBICATO  dsoidad  this  burning  ship  was  a fire 
on  Save  Island, * class  be  could  detect  no  further  action  to  ths  north- 
ward. Bis  Action  deport  states t "All  firing  ssasad,  no  ships  visible."* 

Be  continued  on  to  ths  westward  at  seventeen  knots  until  0213  when  he 
•lumd  to  twelve  bisii;**  It  in  probable  that  his  return  to  standard  speed 
at  this  tine  as  oeoasiened  by  his  belief  that  tuw  ships  engaged  to  tit* 
westward  - which  ha  could  no  laager  ess  - had  disappeared  beyond  Savo 
Island.** 

At  0217,  be  sighted  on  his  starboard  bow  a destroyer  which  he 
raeogaisod  as  friendly.  This  was  tho  EAGLST  which  at  that  time  was  about 
ESOO  yards  to  tho  northwest  of  the  CHICAGO. 

It  cesses  at range  that  throughout  all  of  this  tins  the  Cossusnding 
Officer,  CHICAGO  failed  to  inform  his  Immediate  Superior  in  Coamuund,  CTO 
S?»6,  er  CoBBsandsr  VIJIoRlSSS  Group  of  the  fact  that  ha  had  been  in  aotion, 
of  ths  results  sf  that  action,  end  of  his  present  activities.  Be  neither 


e Xollm  Report  "CBTSDS^  Action  Against  lnesty  KTrVsi'laigust  3BS7 194%, 
Guadalcanal  Area,  8* riel  099.  August  13th,  1943,  page  4. 

*•  Ibid,  pogr  6. 
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liiotd  say  ls«in«ti«>d9  ncr  rsgeewted  as/.  The  result  w that  his 
l»s>)i»t»  superiors,  awtebly  CTG  «8,«,  were  «xvapX,*t®lj-  ua'nfonsid  as  to 
tt#  MtltiSl*#  of  tbs  Icrowisf  km. 

At  0*20,  the  CHICAGO  was  1K,«0G  yara»  w boar  tag  20S®(^)  fren  the 
esnter  of  fawn  lelt&d, 

(g)  ACTIO!  IT  flMMMA 

Tb*  CilttSKSA,  — plotoly  nt  of  wtl«s  at  0100,  was  drifting  la  a 
position  about  tiifei  alias  tart  beast  of  Save  iilaoi*  Its  mi  heavily 
disabled  ml  «as  waking  every  effort  to  ^^sth  bar  fire*  by  basket  bri- 
gMes  as  wall  as  bs  offset  repairs  to  sate  the  ship*  Sbs  foe**}  it 
advisable  bo  three  overbear*  all  of  bar  ready  nmsanltlsaw  ill  eagasimee 
were  n«oM.s 

At  OWC,  ttw  CjnWU  su  lying  to,  list  tag  abwt  tea  dspsw  U 
•tarbMrd,  sad  was  within  about  ADO  yards  of  bar  0900  petition, 

(b)  ACTIOS  >Y  Mgg 

At  CtOO,  the  UflUT  had  aoplcM  her  na  aoress  the  eaters  through 
ehieh  the  lipMM  ships  had  passed  about  tea  alantee  before,  but  bad 
sighted  netklng,  The  BASUSY  was  its  see  re  of  the  *■■,  MOO  yards  be  tbs 
northeast  of  her,  as  Mbs  latter  sum— mid  te  eleae  end  identify  her* 

The  UKIT  wm  new  in  the  area  of  lew  visibility  dhlsh  had  been  Mistaken 
earlier  by  e»  naay  Allied  ships  (Inelu&tng  the  BABUR,  herself)  as  the 
eenthem  end  ef  Save  island. 

The  BABUR  thereafter  prosssdoa  te  the  west,  passing  south  ef  Save 
Island  sis  nsts  te  the  designated  rendetveus  five  sailss  northwest  of 
Save  Island,**  This  mtnwM  was  that  speelfled  in  CT3  62, d3 a Speeial 
VhitmtiSM  ftr  tbs  Isrenlac  Orman  vfclefc  was  te  be  need  in  the  nvwt 
»f  early  versing  ef  %h*  mamy  wi  this  only  if  arderrd,  TSsstksr  sr  set 
the  1MUR  received  say  order  t#  aoaeeatrste  is  not  hnew  as  «bs  makes 
na  referees*  to  it  in  her  aetisa  report. 

She  neither  eaw  scything  nor  was  she  seen  until  she  mssL'ged  fns  the 
lew  visibility  in  a peettiws  southwest  ef  Savw  Island,  She  bad  ever* 
hauled  sad  passed  the  (X16109  8,000  yards  ca  her  port  been  without  seeing 
her,  or  being  mm  by  the  CSKA90  haring  this  tins,  plotting  analysis  ef 
the  110X1*1  ran  free  the  position  In  wfeleh  she  was  detested  by  ths  EBB 


"V  Letter  WJito,  111  ,nfe^H^~RfR5er , 

GOHSW  te  CTS  fit,®,  Oeneeraiag  Lass  ef  KXWS  CABBM1A  on  tight  of 
Jn&tsb  MAM*  IMS,  psra.T  f, 

•*  iet4«e  Xepert  HOST,  Il»ht  fegagmsat  Input  tthr  1942,  Talagi- 
Ouadalemal  Area,  Serial  Old,  An^uet  ISth,  IMS, 
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at  0200*  to  tfc*  position  la  ahlob  she  was  s*~ht*d  by  the  CHICAGO  at 
021f*<*  i*t**1b  ah*  was  oh  a ooura*  of  about  ) at  speed  tweoty- 

fiw  knots. 

At  0220,  tbs  BAGL37  whs  bearing  2ST°(T),  distant  12,«0Q  yards  frost 
tbs  oanter  of  Savo  Island. 

(1)  ACTIOS  BT  PATTM^Cy 

At  0200,  the  FATTKR3GM  m on  a oourae  of  about  048° (T)  at  speed 
thirty  knots,  nalntalniag  ooutaot  on  th*  Japanese  Saatem  Group.  3h* 
observed  the  enany'c  change  of  eourso  by  oolMn  movement  at  this  tins  to 
north.***  A*  0205  whan  the  IDTPGA8A  » the  laat  Japanese  oruissr  in 
ooluan  - ehangrd  ooura*  to  north,  the  PATTRXSOB  was  loft  in  a relative 
position  froa  dxi«h  aha  ecu  Id  no  lon^r  hops  to  gain  e favorable  torpedo 
firing  position  or  to  ooutiaue  her  gwaflre.  Sht  ^outinuad  on  to  the 
northeastward.* •« 

She  undoubtedly  saw  the  a ears  blight  a of  the  Japanese  Baeteru  Group 
as  they  illuminated  oertain  ships  of  th«  VTKCBdlS  Group,  for  the  RALPH 
TALBOT  oould  as*  thaw  frost  her  position  to  the  northward  at  nearly  four 
these  greater  range.  Howe  rer,  the  PATTBRSCM  askw*  no  nautiom  of  t'.la 
sitting  Jn  her  repot.  She  apparently  lost  thaw  at  about  0910.  She 
than  proceeded  to  the  designated  remdesvone***  five  ad  las  northwest  of 
Save  Island.  Although  her  notion  report  does  net  divulge  her  reasons  f < <* 
so  prooeedlag,  tbs  fact  that  lit  did  so  indicates  that  she  had  probably 
reoeivad  CTO  SS.fa  diapatoh  to  oanesntx  its  bat  * ad  mis interpreted  ube 
point  of  rsudeavoue.  It  appear*  likely  hat  tht  *ATTBRSGH  proceeded  to 
peas  south  of  Save  Island,  for  abv  vus  later  ds^t^i  by  the  CSHClOO’a 
radar  in  thi  i area. 

At  0»20f  % m PAfTWBKW  «i  fcwariu*  *2v*{T)  distant  11,500 
tram  the  a enter  of  Save  Island. 

(i)  ovKummu  op  blot 

Aa  tLa  SU7I  ewthuad  to  the  ecvjthwsst’-a-d  on  her  plocet  line  at 
0100,  her  attention  eonti^sed  to  he  imw  to  the  aatioi.  vhleh  was  taking 
plaoe  inside  Iron  Bottom  Swi  She  dees  not  appear  to  have  observed  the 
gun  action  between  the  TCVAfil  a - JAllfTS  dhl<t  took  pla.ee  about  this  tine 
en  bearing  \SOc(T)  distant  but  14,000  yards  from  bar*  This  nation  eeeurred 


* /yeti  on  VigX  iT  oit  Save”  YsTanid,  kolooom  toTeSfs, 

JWguat  9th,  1942,  Serial  £»»«•,' »U-5(129),  An  put  14th,  1942. 

«*  Aetlon  leper  t CH2C*00r  Aetion  igalKB*  da  any  fbroea  Augw.t  9th,  1942, 
Guadaleaaal-'Tulagi  Area,  Serial  099,  August  19th,  1942. 

•**  lotion  Report  PATTttBQi,  A-.&emut  with  V&any  Surface  Ships  ligjtet 
ihgMt  dth»9th,  1942,  Sav^Ouadalaamrl-'Tulagi  Area  to  C!F  #2,  Serial 
001.  Am  mat  18th,  1942. 


la  the  a—  general  arc*  thrcugjh  mhioh  t he  Japanese  Cralser  lvr««  had 
pai tad  at  0152.  Her  failure  to  o baenrv  thi*  detntroyar  dual  my  bar*  bun 
due  U the  abvouration  of  zb»  destroyer  firlaf  by  the  brighter  (low  of 
light  fraa  th*  lUoaisatloo  aaat  of  9m  Island,  and  to  tha  drowning  ait 
of  tha  destroyer  firing  imdi  by  tbesa  frim  tha  A-lmoh  gone  of  tha 
oruiaera  that  *»r»  engaged  at  this  ease  time* 

lAu’ing  tha  naxt  fifteen  admit  a a,  from  08C0  to  0118,  "ha  BOUTS  neither 
daOoted  tha  TUI 101 1 s sweep  around  tha  west  alda  of  Save  Island  to  tha 
northward  nor  sighted  tha  J ARTIS  aa  it  stood  os  to  tha  westward  and 
gradually  aloaad  her* 

At  about  021$  • tha  tiws  whan  all  motion  with  tha  TTVCXUIB  Qrewp 
had  ceased  • tha  attention  of  the  BLOX  was  diverted  by  a sowed  eenta*»t,a 
Tha  Coamandlng  Offioar  than  laokad  out  aa  tha  boaring  if  this  undarmnter 
sound  oontnot  to  dataraine  if  tha  aoataat  ana  oa  a aorfaoa  eraft  or  oa  a 
•ubwarine.  Ha  imaadlataly  sighted  a skip  oa  an  aaatarly  eeurae  whlak 
had  not  bm  previously  raportad.  So  identified  this  ship  aa  a snail 
harmless  two-masted  a 9 ho  ana  r powered  by  a slew  apaad  auxiliary  engine  *• 
This  appears  to  have  been  the  aaaa  two  naated  aaheoaar  that  waa  mistaken 
for  a destroyer  by  Coaaandar  C raiser  Throe  aa  ha  wna  sn taring  Iran 
Bottom  Bound  at  OIOS* 

Tha  aontaot  an  this  aehoouor  aada  by  the  BLUl  at  OSlfe  is  moat 
alpilficant  in  revealing  the  wakefulness  of  tha  BLUE,  Far  this  aoataat 
waa  only  sighted  after  it  had  earn  within  sewer  range  - a an  vim—  of  absent 
1000  yards  in  thasa  watara*  Tha  qpsaatioa  aa  to  how  tha  Japaneaa  oowld 
have  passed  tha  BLUB  undeteeted  seams  to  bo  answered,  in  part  at  least, 
by  tha  oire'vastantial  evldesvee  that  tha  SLDX  warn  nat  vigilant,  at  least 
an  oertain  bearings*  The  a tat— sent  of  tha  Co— awn  ding  Offieor  that  tha 
coats ot  made  by  sonar  aaho  ranging  at  0111  "diverted®  the  attention  af 
his  ship  fros  flatsast  *un  aba«h>rm  battle  uaiees  (muss  by  *Li.  «*! 

oeaaod)  to  the  Isnodlate  presence  of  am  unidentified  ahlp-eeareely  1000 
yards  away  appears  most  revealing  in  this  reap  eat. 

At  Olid*  tha  3LUX  wna  at  the  aeuthwestom  limit  ef  her  patrol  line 
nine  nil  an  west  of  Save  Island,**  The  Commanding  Offleer  than  being 
satisfied  aa  te  the  bamlasa  nature  af  the  emr.ll  aaneam er,  reversed  hla 
petrol  to  oouraa  Oftl°(T)  and  oea tinned  hie  petrol  at  bnlts  knots.** 

At  0110,  the  HUSK  waa  bearing  S«9»(T),  dietan"  14,000  yards  fra*  the 
senior  of  (tew  Island, 


• Action  UepeH’lSUfk,  Operation*  in  Selemaa  kalends  at*  YTgjkV  ef  ingwsS" 
dth»-fth,  1842,  Serial  031,  Jugnet  Itth,  1M1, 

**  Letter  August  ITth,  1141,  from  Ce— Lading  Orfleer,  BLUX  to  CT?  it, 

Co  uMurning  ®wpple*»nftel  Tnfarantlan  am  Operations  in  Aslaman  Islands 
am  light  Angasrt  atb-tth,  1141,  Serial  OSS. 


(k)  krTim  BY  RALPH  TALBOf 


At  0200,  the  RALPH  TALBOV  was  preceding  along  her  picket  line  toward 
the  southwest,  fully  ready  for  action  with  all  hands  at  General  Quarters. 
She  w»v  obeor^log  the  action  between  the  Japanasa  Eastern  Group  and  tha 
oruisars  of  the  VINCSNNBS  Group.  Sha  had  not  dataotad  up  to  thia  tine  tha 
presence  of  tha  Japanese  Western  Group. 

At  about  0210,  sha  was  llliminated  by  a single  searchlight  - 
apparently  f row  tha  TUNAGI  - located  about  15,000  yards  on  her  port  bow.* 
This  searohlight  had  bean  sweeping  and  had  paused  on  her  for  about  tan 
seconds  before  it  swung  away.*  She  did  not  know  the  identity  of  the  ship 
vhat  had  thus  nonentarily  illuminated  her,  nor  did  she  realise  that  this 
brief  iXluMlnatioa  had  dieoloaed  har  to  the  Japanese  Western  Group  whieh 
was  than  withdrawing  fraa  action  and  was  about  to  pass  through  her  patrol 
lias. 


At  0214  she  was  illusdnated  by  a single  searchlight  on  her  port  basa 
and  was  taken  under  fire  by  ships  whieh  sha  thought  ware  friendly.* 

Actually,  she  had  bean  illuminated  by  the  searchlight  of  the  TWKTO  at  a 
range  of  6200  yards  on  bearing  164°(T)  and  had  baccate  a tar got  for  tha 
pmfire  of  both  the  TMSTC**  and  the  PORUTAXA.***  The  Cosssanding  Offioer 
stated  that  hie  reasons  for  thinking  that  thsae  ships  ware  friendly  were* 

(a)  they  employed  but  one  searchlight  instead  s?  trr*  ( b)  they  waclftyad 
shells  which  gar*  colored  splashes  and  (o)  their  position.***- 

Tha  Cosmanding  Offioer  now  i— rdiately  increased  speed  to  the  wucl- 
aun,  and  rnsmonoed  sigsagging  to  the  wwrtward,  flashed  his  fighting  lights 
to  indleate  his  identity  as  a friendly  ship,  and  toll  the  firing  ships 
oTwr  73S  vaiac  riils  to  eons*  m hi*  as  his  oosnand  was  friendly.**** 

He  also  transmitted  owwr  the  TBB  woioe  radio  to  own  fsrsss  that  he  w*s 
being  fired  on  by  Allied  force*.* 

At  021C&  he  noted  that  the  gmfire  against  hi*  had  le'eaned.**** 

This  was  beoause  the  PURUTAXA  had  eeased  firing. 

At  0217,  he  observed  that  all  gunfire  against  hi*  had  eeased  although 
he  was  still  illusdnated  by  tha  TWSTO's  «#archligbt.*  The  TMRYO  cow 
also  had  ceased  firing.  He  thought  incorrectly  that  the  firing  had  eeased 
btoeus#  these  ships  had  beoose  snare  of  his  friendly  oharaeter  by  his 

* Action  Report  GDRI  ¥aL!B©¥7  If’reTialnary  SJwC  of  jtctioa  on  ingurF^th- 
8th,  1»«2,  Serial  A16-5./DM90/05,  August  11th,  1942. 

**  Tra-k  Chart  Annexed  to  CS8JTOL7  IS  Rwoordn,  August  Tth-Bth,  1942,  WDC 
Dooumeat  100964. 

••*  Track  chert  ft  Annexed  to  £ SLUM?  9 Detailed  Battle  Report  fd,  Solomons 
I aval  Action,  August  8th- 9th,  1942,  WDC  Document  190997,  June  27th,  1947. 
««**  Action  Report  RALPH  TALBOT  Preliminary  Report  of  Action  on  August  Oth- 
9th,  1942,  *g  closure  (A),  Gunnery  Report,  Serial  AlS-S/bDSfO/^S, 

August  11th,  1942. 
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fighting  lights  and  his  TBS  volot  radio  transmissions.*  Actually,  this 
«<  not  ths  mss*  Instead,  ths  display  of  thsss  fighting  lights  pro~ 
bsbly  lndlsstsd  to  ths  Jspsnsss  that  ths  ship  employing  thssi  s»i  sn  ■/. 

It  is  apparent  therefor*  that  ths  employment  of  fighting  limits  require* 
osnsldsrabl*  regulation. 

During  ths  t ’xrrs  firing  from  0X14  to  0X17*  ths  RaLPH  TALBOT  sevnted 
seven  salve*  flrsd  at  bar  »f  which  all  but  two  wars  short.**  As  a 
eoosoqusnoe,  hsr  damage  sac  not  sactensivs*  Shs  received  but  oa*  hit  at 
this  tine*  This  hit  dlsablsd  lumber  0ns  torpedo  tubs  and  killed  tm 

MU.** 

At  OX  IS.  ths  CoHumding  Offlosr,  RALPH  TALBOT  observed  ths  die  sfcaps 
of  an  siaq'  light  cruiser,  which  appeared  to  resemble  a TOR*  Class  heavy 
cruiser  hssdsd  across  his  stsrn  in  a wvnrfcsrly  direction  from  port  to 
starboard.**  It  is  believed  that  h*  had  reeeplsed  ths  light  srulss r 
TO BART,  for  ths  PUKUTAKA  had  too  snob*  pipes,  and  ths  YfifB.TO  throo, 
uhersas  ths  TO  BARI  had  but  on*.  Won*  of  thus*  ships  ware  hsodsd  in  a 
westerly  direction.  Instead  they  wars  hssdsd  on  oours*  520® (T)  at  tsssty 
six  knots*  Ths  apparent  sonssat  serosa  his  stsrn  no  tod  by  ths  Co  sounding 
Offlosr,  RALPH  TALBOT  was  inoidsut  to  ths  3 hang*  in  ralativ*  bsarlng  a* 
ths  RALPH  TALBOT  swung  right  to  sc  gag*. 


Ths  RALPH  TALBOT  praps  rod  to  open  firs*  She  had  not  flrsd  at  ths 
TARTU  nor  at  ths  FURUTARA  as  she  had  thought  than  frisndly,  but  shs  now 
had  an  auay  target.  Shs  obtained  a rang*  finder  rang*  of  9000  yards  on 
ths  TOBAKI  •** 

At  0216^,  ths  RALPH  TALBOT  was  illuuinatod  by  the  TO  BARI  ’ * searoh- 
llght  and  taken  undsr  firs*  Jhs  was  now  illuninated  by  two  ss&rohllghtc, 
sss  frtts  the  T2SSTO,  ths  other  frsa  th#  TUBAKI  appears  no  haws  beau 

about  10CO  yards  on  ths  port  bssu  of  ths  TMRTO.  At  0219,  ths  RALPH 
TALBOT  was  also  taken  undsr  fir*  by  ths  dual-purpose  guns  of  ths  TOR  OT AJUl 
which  ship  wisely  suployod  ths  illumination  frou  ths  othor  two  oruisors**** 

Ths  RALPH  TALBOT,  which  was  swinging  right,  sun  around  swsu  nor* 
sharply  to  bring  hsr  starboard  torpedo  tubes  to  bear  oa  ths  TO  SARI  o Shs 
o paced  firs  with  hsr  gems,  employing  a rang*  ssttlng  of  9000  yards. 
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or  Action  no.  an 
Bth-9th,  1942,  Serial  Al6-3/D0590/03,  August  11th,  1942. 

*•  Action  Report  RALPH  TALBOT,  Preliminary  R sport  of  Astioa  <m  August 
8th- 9th,  1942,  hulossrt  (A),  Omnsry  Rsport,  Serial  Al9»S/OI)59O/05 
August  11th,  1942* 

••*  Trunk  Chart  Ad  Annexed  to  CRUDIT  S Dstailsd  Battls  Rsport  #6, 

Solonons  SI  aval  Action,  August  8th- 9th,  1942,  HLC  Dosuswnt  190997, 
June  *7th,  1947* 


after  tM*  salve,  r.he  obtained  • radar  range  of  5500  yards* 
and  applied  this  •orrevtioa  to  her  etmm d sslvo.  Tisr*.  marked  dliorsjaaoy 
kstwwi  the  rang*  finder  nags  and  th»  radar  mg*  was  probably  due  to  a 
a cmbl notice  of  lew  visibility  s.ud  the  M«r(«a<7  str**f  of  the  situation* 
!W«  IsflMtes  the  difficulty  ox  ruglB;;  by  reap  finder  in  areas  of  lonw 
visibility  and  shew*  the  vast  superiority  of  radar  f?»r  suoh  purposes. 

A*  a result  of  the  TUBAKI#*  gwnfirw,  the  RALPH  TALBOT  received  five 
bits  in  else#  eueeesaion.  &he  was  hit  fir  t under  tha  brides  in  the 

ehart  house.  This  hit  knocked  out  the  port  terpedo  di  raster,  and  a frag- 

Ksi  frua  a "wbert"  rieoehstted  oat  board  and  cut  al)  power  and  fire  con- 
trol circuits  to  the  M«r«hli^ta.  Taus,  ufc*ji  rhs  endeavored  to 
eeuntor-illwainete  the  TTTKAiJ , she  was  unable  to  do  se>» 

Sean  after  firing  her  second  salvo,  tbs  \i.LPH  TALBOT  received  the 
eeaond  hit.  This  shell  hit  Sr.  the  after  end  of  the  eaarfc  house.  It 

destroyed  the  SC  sad  PS)  radars  and  out  fcLs  fire  ewtirl  equipment  known 

as  the  eutenatle  pm  train  and  elevation  order***.' 

She  thw  received  her  third  hit  whieh  landed  in  the  werd  roan,  her 
feur‘Ji  whixh  strask  the  starboard  side  just  aft  of  Kosher  Three  torpedo 
tube,  nsd  fiaaliy  her  fifth  hit  whieh  struck  pn  Huabsr  Four.  These  last 
three  hits  killed  twelve  mb./1 

Tu*t  prior  to  03X0,  the  RALPH  TALBOT  fired  fhnu  starboard  torpedoes 
frsn  hsr  Beebe?  r Three  tube  aount  using  the  span  sight  on  tbs  starboard 
torpedo  director  »v#uw*»  of  ths  blinding  glarw  frsn  the  roarohlights.  In 
firing,  ah*  eeployed  tbs  TOBABI'e  seeLrehli^t  as  a point  of  else  and  1*4  it 
by  ten  degrees  in  Mrs  direction  tie  target  su  last  »•«»  heading.  She 
could  not  fire  her  Miatbar  Cne  tube  arcant  beesnse  of  the  Hit  whieh  had 
disabled  It  abeufc  OBIS.  She  was  also  unable  to  fire  the  right  torpedo 
i*  her  pwnoer  Three  iawe  we  ■»»»,  sithsr  by  electricity  or  *er~ 
euselon,  beoauso  of  a faulty  prlasr.v 

Xwned&ately  after  firing  her  star  bee  rd  torpedoes,  ths  PALPE  TALBOT, 
thou  at  MU,  ebsnged  worn  with  full  left  rudder  La  order  to  fir#  the 
port  torjeioea. 

shout  thie,  tine,  ths  throe  Japanese  ships  engaging  the  PALPS  TALBOT 
reeeivwd  the  order  of  Cmurier  Cruiser  fores  to  break  off  the  battle 
cad  withdraw.**  The  FTStTftAKA  seeasa  to  have  ooeeed  firing  liedletsly, 

«tt  the  TOIALC  continued  firing  and  osatlnued  to  enploy  her  search  light. 

At  Ok tO,  -Jsm  RALPH  TALBOT  was  bearing  S40°(T),  distant  18,100  yards 
fra m the  ssntsr  of  Save  Island. 


’•  JU'fcifti  TfcpcfSTWLft  YEESBl?  jftrel inlaary  Report  of1  XtBm  on  ’EgSC  10r 
fth.  IMS,  Jbelesurc  (A),  Gunnery  Report,  Serial  ilS-s/inOSOO/OS, 

A* pint  Hthj  1943* 

**  Veeords  (TODST  13  August  7th»9th,  1942,  WDC  Doounmt  160964. 
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(!)  OPERATIONS  OF  CTG  62.6  (AUSTRALIA) 

At  0200,  the  AUSTRALIA  on  oovrsa  060° (?)  and  at  twelve  knots  speed 
was  on  her  patrol  lino  seven  miles  meet  of  the  transports  in  Ares  XRAY. 

CTO  62*6  In  tbs  AUSTRALIA  we#  still  waiting  for  information  es  to 
the  nature  of  the  operations  then  undorway  in  the  vicinity  of  Save 
Island.  He  naturally  expected  to  hear  from  hie  group  oosnoandere  and 
from  his  destroyer  pickets  but,  to  his  great  disappointment,  he  heard 
nothing.  Meanwhile,  he  must  have  been  anxiously  waiting  for  the  encryption 
of  hie  order  directing  all  destroyers,  not  in  eoataot  with  the  enemy,  to 
eonoentrate  on  him  in  the  AUSTRALIA  In  position  west  of  Area  XRAY.  He 
had  to  emit  some  minutes  for  this  and  it  therefore  was  not  until  about 
0206  that  this  un authenticated  encrypted  dispatch  was  finally  transmitted 
by  radio  to  his  ocns&d. 

Unfortunately,  the  position  given  in  this  order  could  not  be  de- 
ciphered by  all  destroyer  addressees  because  it  hsut  been  made  from  the 
General  Signed  Book  and  r* ciphered  by  the  sipial  cipher  in  force.*  These 
destroyers  ae  a oensequanoe  headed  for  tbs  wrong  rendesvous,  an  occur- 
rence vhloh  was  not  known  at  the  time  by  CTO  62.6. 

At  0220 „ CTG  62.6  was  still  without  any  information  whatsoever  oon- 
oentlng  »he  naval  aotiou  whioh  he  had  been  observing,  although  ha  eould 
plainly’  see  that  vhe  battle  was  practically  over,  for  gunfire  wee 
diminishing,  for  reasons  beat  known  te  himself,  he  refrained  from  query- 
ing his  group  oomnsndsrs  concerning  their  activities* 

(■)  OPERATIONS  OF  OOMMAHDSK  SAM  JUig  GROUP  (CTO  62,*) 

At  0200,  the  saw  .rrrjW  Group  was  at  the  northern  extrmeity  of  its 
patrol  line,  making  the  turn  to  reverse  course  to  io09(\)  at  lift «*u 
knots.  CTG  62,4  could  new  see  clearly  tbs-  three  oruieere  of  the  VIS- 
CHUNKS  Group  because  they  ware  brightly  illuminated  by  the  fires  raging 
aboard.  Their  mean  position,  relative  te  the  BAM  JTJAM,  was  about  ten 
miles  distent  on  bearing  262°(T).  The  Japanese  Eastern  Group  war  not 
visible  to  CTG  62.4,  though  it  was  somewhat  nearer  - about  seven  and  one- 
half  miles  distant  on  bearing  265°(T). 

During  the  next  fifteen  minutes,  CTG  62.4  matched  the  engagement  as 
he  stsomsd  sourish  at  fifteen  knots,  and  oboerved  it  draw  off  cere  to  the 
northward.  At  about  0216,  he  observed  a heavy  explosion  ooour  in  (abut 
he  considered  to  he)  the  leading  of  two  burning,  ships.**  This  explosion 
•»es  the  ACdA's  torpedo  exploding  in  the  QUINCY  which  was  the  farthest 


* Newark*  by  UTO  62.6,  iflghi  Action  off  Slave  TsTaiid,  August  9ih,  HB7 
to  CTF  68,  August  11th,  1942, 

•*  Appendix  18  to  CTG  62.6,  Me  port  of  Piret  Battle  of  Save  Inland,  August 
8th- 9th,  1942,  Letter  from  HMAS  HOBART  to  CTG  «2.«,  August  16th,  1942, 
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north  Alllnd  aruiaor.  This  oruisar  (tha  QUT/CT)  rppsarsd  to  divlds  In 
tuo,  "but  th«  dlstanos  ms  now  boocssing  too  groat  for  obsarvatloRs«,'« 

At  0220,  th«  801  JUtf  Group  ms  in  L*t,  09®-16'6*„  about  half  my 
alaag  bar  patrol  lina  handing  south  at  flftaon  knots* 


%o  CTG  HiTT9$orC  of  Iflrat  Sattl*  of  fcare  island,  August 
Pfch-Otb,  1942,  Uttar  iron  wmfl  00 BART  to  CTO  62,8,  August  16th, 

1942. 


CHAPTER  XVII 


OPERATIONS  OF  JAPANESE  CRUISER  FORCE 
0220  August  9th  to  2400  August  9th 

(a)  WITHDRAWAL  OP  JAPANESE  CRUISER  FORCE  0220  to  0540 


(1)  Operations  of  Commander  Eastern  Group 

It  will  be  remembered  from  the  narrative  of  the  final  phase  of  the 
action  that  at  0220  Counander  Cruiser  Force  had  ordered  all  Japanese  ships 
to  withdraw.  Toe  CHOKAI  was  in  the  process  of  accelerating  to  maximum 
speed,  and  probably  had  attained  about  thirty  knots  by  0220  as  her  Ccaa- 
manding  Officer  headed  her  under  the  stern  of  the  KAKO,  passing  about  600 
yards  ahead  of  the  KINUGASA,  in  order  to  gain  ground  by  "outting  the 
corner."  It  is  presumed  that  Commander  Cruiser  Force  had  told  him,  to  take 
advantage  of  the  next  five  minutes  to  gain  distance  to  the  northwest,  for 
it  was  his  own  intention  to  retire  on  course  500° (T)  as  soon  as  the  CHOKAI 
was  in  a favorable  poeltion. 


At  0225,  when  the  CHOKAI  presumably  had  succeeded  in  reaching  her 
arxiaum  tpeed  -of  about  thirty-five  knots  and  had  gained  a position  bearing 
roughly  180°(T)  distant  2000  yards  from  the  AO  BA,  Ccamaander  Cruiser  Foroe 
signalled*  "Course  500°(T),  speed  thirty  knots!"  CCSICRUDIV  SIX  in  the 
AOEA  immediately  changed  course  to  the  left  to  300°  (T)  by  column  movement 
and  inor  ased  speed  from  twenty-six  to  thirty  knots.  Meanwhile,  the  CHOKAI 
continued  to  close  the  AGBA  on  course  315°(T). 


CCmCHuT-IV  SIX  reported  sighting  the  north  point  of  Save  Island  sbess 
to  port-,*  which  th<  plot  indicates  was  12,400  yards  away.  He  stated  that 
the  "excellent  visibility"  (encountered  outside  Iron  Bottom  Sound  at  this 
time)  "caused  fear  of  enemy  air  attack,  and  so  we  withdrew  northwestwards 
at  full  speed."* 


At  about  0229,  the  CHOKAI  probably  changed  course  to  300°(T)  and 
paralleled  the  track  of  the  AOHA  at  a lateral  Interval  of  about  600  yards* 

By  0240  she  had  overtaken  and  eased  into  the  leading  position  ahead  of  the 
AOBA  and  had  asciaaad  formation  guide.  This  .valuation  of  the  novsaosnts  of 
the  CHOKAI  is  svpported  by  (a)  CRUDIV  SIX  track  chart  which  shore  the  CHD- 
EAI  in  the  leading  position  at  0240,  and  (b)  by  the  report  of  CCMCRUDIV 
EIGHTEEN  in  the  TENRYU  at  0240  - the  time  he  first  sighted  the  Eastern  Group 
after  the  battle  - that  the  CHOKAI  was  leading  the  column  and  was  bearing 
080° (T),  distant  9900  yards  from  the  TFMHYU.** 


* CRUblV  SIX  Installed  Battle  Report  j|Ki,  So  lemons'  "lav*.!  Action,  August  7fcJs«* 
10th,  1942,  TOC  Document  160997,  June  27th,  ’.947, 

**  Records  CRUDIV  16,  August  7th-9th,  1942,  TOC  Document  160984. 
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At  0240  - with  the  Eastern  end  Western  Group  in  contact  - Commander 
Cruiser  Force  became  mindful  of  the  whereabouts  of  the  units  of  his  f oroe 
for  the  first  niiae  in  an  hour.  It  will  be  reoalled  that  oomw/noing  at 
0140  - when  the  YUKAGX  fell  out  of  formation  to  engage  the  JARVIS  - Japanese 
unite  had  progressively  separated  themselves  from  the  battle  oolussn  formed 
on  the  flagship  CHOKAI.  Next,  after  the  separation  of  the  YUHAGI,  came  the 
FURUTAKA's  steering  casualty  at  0145  whioh  caused  her  to  break  off  from 
CRUDIV  SIX.  Then  a minute  later  at  0144,  COMCHtJDIY  EICHTKSH  turned  away  to 
the  northeast  to  avoid  the  heavy  oruisera  of  the  CHICAGO  Group  later  to  en- 
gage the  light  forces  (the  PATTERSON),  and  eventually  formed  the  Western 
Group  with  the  FURUYAXA.  Then,  there  was  the  CHOKAI,  herself,  whioh  - for 
some  unknown  reason  - also  fell  out  of  formation  at  0200}  and  thereafter 
assumed  for  a time  a position  to  the  rear  of  CRUDIV  SIX,  New  at  0240,  the 
Japanese  ships  were  in  e position  to  reassemble. 

Commander  Cruiser  Force  "intentionally  gave  no  instructions  about  the 
formation  because  he  was  seriously  concerned  (at  0240)  on  lengthening  the 
distance  between  the  U.S.  carrier  force  and  hie  fleet  by  daybreak,  thus 
saving  the  time  for  forming  the  column  and  avoiding  the  loss  of  speed  in 
single  oolvrnm."*  Accordingly  both  the  Eastern  and  Western  Groups  continued 
to  withdraw  independently. 

By  0340,  the  Western  Group  - whose  position  f ire  miles  west  of  t hu 
Eastern  Group  allowed  it  to  lose  distance  in  rejoining  - had  gradually 
eased  into  position  in  oolunn,  bringing  the  YUHAGI  with  it,  Thue,  at  0340, 
Commander  Cruiser  Poroe  had  his  foroe  reassembled  in  approximately  the  same 
position  where  he  had  taken  up  the  battle  formation  at  midnight.  All  his 
ships  were  intact  without  even  serious  damage.  He  continued  his  withdrawal 
through  "the  inner  passage”  (New  Georgia  Sound). 

(2)  Operations  of  Japanese  Western  Group 

It  will  be  reirembored  that  the  Western  Group  received  the  signal  from 
Commander  Cruiser  Foroe  at  0220  to  cease  the  engagement  and  withdraw; •*  that 
the  TENKYU  and  YUBARI  had  simultaneously  changed  course  to  300°(T);***  and 
that  the  FURUTAXA  had  continued  on  course  320° (T)****  for  another  minute 
since  she  was  approximately  in  oolumn  behind  the  TKNRYU,  Only  the  YUBARI 
had  continued  the  engagement  with  the  RALPH  TALBOT  at  this  time. 


* Interrogation  of  (Japt&InrToshilcasu  by  Hislortoal  #ranoh,  G~2  ~ 

General  Headquarters,  Far  Eastern  Command,  August  1949, 

«*  Reoords  CRUDIV  10,  August  7th-9th,  1942,  WDC  Document  160964. 

***  Track  Chart  Annexed  to  Reoords  CRUDIV  18,  August  7th~9th,  1942,  WDC 
Oooument  160984. 

e***  Traok  Chart  $2  Annexed  to  CRUDIV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  $6,  Solomons 
Naval  Action,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  WDO  Dooument  160997,  June  27-ax, 
1947. 


At  0221 , the  T55NSYU  slowed  to  twenty- two  knots.*  It  is  presumed  that 
CCMCRUDIV  EIGHTEEN,  who  was  in  the  TENRYU,  direoted  the  FURUTAKA  to  pass 
ahead  of  the  TENRYU  ao  that  uposr  rejoining  Commander  Cruieer  Ferc<  *he 
FURUTAKA  could  fall  in  behind  the  KINUGABA  in  the  normal  order  of  ships. 

The  FURUTAKA  changed  course  at  0221  to  about  305° (T)**  and  presumably  in- 
creased speed  to  thirty  knots. 

At  0225  the  Co  wean  dir  g Qffioer,  FURUTAKA,  which  ahip  had  dosed  to 
about  600  yards  on  the  TENRYU' s starboard  quarter,,  observed  the  11ALPH 
TALBOT  (illwinated  by  the  TUBARI's  searchlight!  on  bearing  26T°(T)  at 
range  5200  meters  (3500  yards)-,**  Be  ohanged  course  to  550°(T)**  to  open 
the  interval  between  the  FURUTAKA  and  the  TEMRTu  to  about  £00  yards,  and 
then  after  about  a minute,  paralleled  the  TENRYU* a track  of  300°(T).** 

At  0226,  the  Commanding  Officer,,  TENRYU  again  sighted  the  RALPH  TALBOT 
on  bearing  260°(T).***  The  range,  as  plotted  on  Diagram  "I",  was  about 
5900  yards.  He  immediately  gave  tha  order  to  commence  firing}***  but  he 
soon  discovered  that  the  YUBARI  was  in  his  line  of  fire,  so  he  direoted 
the  TENRYU  tc  withhold  fire.  He  desired  to  let  the  YUBARI  do  the  firing**** 
It  appears  that  when  the  YUBAJRT  illuminated  the  RALPH  TALBOT  by  searchlight, 
the  RALPH  TALBOT  became  visible  tc  the  TENRYU  and  the  FTUJTAKA  through  the 
low  visibility  which  the  RALPH  TALBOT  reported  in  the  area. 

At  0228*  the  Comaanding  Officer*  FURUTAKA  again  observed  the  YUBARI  - 
bearing  247°(T)  distant  2100  yards  - still  firing  on  the  RALPH  TALBOT  to 
the  southward***  At  this  same  time  he  observed  the  TENRYU  about  600  yards 
on  his  port  beam. 

Meanwhile,  the  Coananding  Offioer,  TENRYU  gradually  increased  speed 
to  twenty- six  knots  at  02?8*  incident  to  falling  in  astern  of  the  FURUTAKA 
vhioh  was  steaming  et  thirty  knots*  Two  minutes  later  (at  0250),  with  the 
FURUTAKA  about  760  yards  on  his  starboard  bow,  he  increased  speed  to  twenty- 
nine  and  two-tenths  knots.***  Then  at  0252,  he  fell  Into  fonaatlon  about 
1500  yards  astern  of  the  FURUTAKA,  At  this  time  COKCRUDIV  EIGHTEEN  signal- 
led! "Course  S00°(T),  speed  thirty  knots}”*  to  th#  Western  Group,  whioh 
signal  was  executed  by  all  ships*  except  the  YUBARI.  The  latter  ship  had 
oeafc-1  her  action  with  the  RALPH  TALBOT  at  0250,  fell  in  150C  yards  astern 
of  the  TEN RYU  at  0232,  and  took  up  the  formation  course  and  speed.  The 
Japanese  Western  Group  was  now  in  position  to  form  column  astern  of  the 
KIBUQASA  when  the  bag  tern  and  Western  Groups  were  ready  tc  rejoin. 

The  YUBARI  now  extinguished  her  sscrohlight  as  no  longer  necessary. 


* Track  Chart  Annexed  io  fteoords  t HUD IV  18*  August  7ik-9^,  194!!,  UNJ 
Document  16C984* 

**  Track  Chart  #2  Annexed  to  CRUDIV  3 Detailed  Battle  Report  f6»  8ol omens 
Naval  Action,  Auguct  7th-10th,  1942,  WDC  Document  160997,  June  27th* 
1947, 

•••  Records'  CRUDIV  18,  August  7th“9th,  1942,  TOC  Document  160984. 
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It  was  this  cessation  of  illumination  by  the  YU8ARI  which  caused  the  Com- 
manding Of floor,  RALPH  TALBOT  to  think  that  his  gunfire  had  hit  the  YD  BAR I' a 
searchlight  and  had  thereby  caused  her  to  cease  firing,*  Actually  the 
YUBARI  was  soaroely  damaged  at  all  and  reported  only  "some  scratches  frees 
the  light  fire  of  an  enaoy  destroyer,"** 

t 0235,  the  Japanese  Western  Group  secured  from  "General  Quarters" 
and  assumed  a lower  condition  of  readiness,***  This  signal  shows  that  in 
the  case  of  the  Japanese,  the  Off icer-in- Tactical  Comraand  normally  pre- 
scribed the  condition  of  readiness  for  the  oomaand.  This  procedure  was  the 
same  as  present  American  praotioe. **** 

At  0240,  the  TENRYU  sighted  the  CHOKAI  broad  on  its  starboard  quarter 
on  bearing  080°(T),  at  a distanoe  of  9900  yards,***  but  COUCRUDIV  EIGHTEEN 
did  not  mako  any  effort  to  rejoin  tho  Japanese  Eastern  Group  at  this  time. 
Instead  he  oontlnued  his  withdrawal  on  course  300°(T).***  He  correctly  per- 
oeiwed  that  Commander  Cruiser  Foroe  - whe  had  given  him  no  orders  at  this 
time  - did  not  desire  to  fora  up  his  ships,  but  preferred  to  gain  as  much 
distanoe  as  possible  from  Sawo  Island,  and  from  possible  Allied  counter  ac- 
tion, before  he  lost  time  in  reorganising  hie  formation. 

As  tho  Japanese  Western  Group  reached  the  waters,  at  about  0310, 
through  which  the  Cruiser  Foroe  had  passed  during  the  approach  after  midnight, 
oourse  was  changed  to  320° (T)  to  gradually  converge  on  the  Japanese  Eastern 
Group.  The  position  of  the  Western  Group  - fiTe  miles  to  the  west  of  the 
CHOKAI  - allowed  this  maneuver  with  no  loss  in  speed  for  the  join-up. 

At  about  0326,  the  TENHYTJ  cightod  the  YDNAGI  bearing  ton  degrees  off 
her  port  bow,  distant  roughly  1100  yards,*****  as  the  YUNaGI  - which  had 
preoeded  the  Western  Group  in  withdrawing  - was  now  dropping  back  and  sub- 
sequently took  station  La  column  ««t srn  of  the  YDBARI  Tho  Japan***  West- 
ern Group  joined  up  with  the  Eastern  Group  at  0340*****  in  approximately 
the  same  geographic  looatinn  where  Commander  Cruiser  Force  had  oowtenoed 
his  approach  at  0000  in  battle  oci>"*n.  This  point  of  rendesvous  appears 
to  have  occurred  without  having  been  prearranged.  Commander  Cruiser  Force 
had  not  ordered  hie  foroe  to  reassemble  as  yet,  and  the  join-up  appears  to 
have  been  accomplished  on  the  initiative  of  the  Western  Group  Commander. 

This  indicates  a high  degree  of  mutual  understanding  among  the  Japanese 
Commanders , 


* AotTonTSepor't  tIaLBW,  Preliminary  Report  of  Action,  August  8th- 

9th,  1942,  Gunnery  Report,  Enclosure  (A),  Serial  A16-3/DD390/03, 
August  lith,  1942. 

**  Action  Report  from  Tabular  Records  of  Japanese  Cruisers  WDC  Documents 
160(523  and  101407. 

***  Track  Chart  Annexed  to  Records  CRUPXY  18,  August  7th-9th,  1942,  WDC 
Doouaect  160984. 

****  General  Tftotloal  Instructions,  U.S.  Fieetc,  USF  2,  Navy  Department, 
1947,  para,  1105. 

*****  Record*  CRSJDIY  18  August  7th-‘Jth,  1942,  WDC  Document  160984. 
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(5)  Operations  of  YUHAGI 

At  0220  when  the  YUHAGI  reoeived  the  order  from  Ccseuuxder  Cruiser 
Force  to  withdrew,  she  was  already  retiring  from  the  area  and  was  acme 
nine  miles  northwest  of  Savo  Island.  At  this  time  the  Commanding  Officer, 
YUHAGI  was  aware  of  the  position  of  his  ship  relative  to  the  Japanese  Vest* 
era  Group,  since  he  had  been  observing  the  engagmsnt  with  the  RALPH  TALBOT. 
He  did  not  know,  of  course,  that  the  oruisers  had  split  into  an  Sustain 
and  a Western  group.  Ho  aust  e ref  ore  have  been  wondering  what  bad  hap- 

pened to  the  other  ships  of  the  cruiser  force  for  ness  he  could  tee  but 
three  of  the  original  seven  o;  uisers.  Where  were  the  othsrsf  He  knew  that 
the  CHOKAI,  at  least,  aust  be  all  rlgit  for  he  had  just  received  orders  from 
Commander  Cruiser  Force  in  the  CHOKAI  but  he  did  not  observe  her  in  the 
Western  Group.  Perhaps  the  others  were  with  the  CBOCAI.  He  would  see  pre- 
sently. Meanwhile,  he  continued  on  course  540° (T)*  and  awaited  instruc- 
tions. He  was  interested  particularly  in  the  course  and  speed  of  the  West- 
ern Group. 

At  0225,  he  received  the  dispatch  froa  Co— ander  Cruiser  Force  to  his 
oruisers  ordering  "course  500° (T),  speed  thirty  knots”.  This  answered  his 
ocurse  and  spead  problem.  At  this  time,  the  Commanding  Officer,  YUHAGI 
changed  course  to  about  520° (T),*  perhaps  to  converge  on  the  track  of  the 
retiring  Japanese  cruisers j perhaps  to  provide  an  anti-submarine  screen  for 
them. 


The  YUHAGI  was  gradually  overhauled  by  the  oruiser  force,  whloh  was 
making  thirty  knots.  Sometime  later  (probably  around  0500 ) the  Commanding 
Officer  YUHAGI  observed  the  Eastern  Group,  It  aust  have  been  a distinct 
relief  to  him  to  observe  that  the  remaining  four  cruisers  were  in  that  group. 

At  about  0325,  the  YUHAGI  was  reported  by  the  TESKXU  as  being  about  ten 
degrees  on  her  port  bew  distant  1100  yards.**  She  was  now  dropping  back 
into  position;  for  at  0340,  she  finally  took  station  as  the  last  ship  in  the 
Japanese  column  whloh,  as  has  been  pointed  out  previously,  was  o<a^>letoly 
reformed  at  this  time. 

(b)  OPERATIONS  OF  JAPAHBSB  CKUISBR  FORCE  - OSAO  to  0858 

By  0340,  all  units  of  the  Cruiser  Foroe  wars  in  their  original  battle 
order  as  follows « CHOKAI,  AOBA,  XAKO,  KIHUOASA.  FURUTAKA,  TEHKTU,  YUBARI 
and  YUHAGI*  Hone  had  suffered  serious  la  age.  Commander  Cruiser  Force  once 
again  had  direct  taotisal  ooauand  over  his  foroe  for  the  first  time  in  two 


* Wight  Sngagtmeni  Track  SHaet,  JL*r:  ~r¥"oa  Sea  Ife’ttle  off  8avo  Island!, 

August  6th,  1942,  GHQ,  8CAP,  Military  Intelligence  Section,  General  Staff, 
Allied  Translator  and  Interprater  Section  (ATIS)  Doovmwnt  15685,  March 
15th,  1948. 

**  Reoords  CRUDZV  18  August  7th-9th,  1942,  WDC  Document  160984. 


hours.  What  a relief  it  oust  have  bean  to  him  for  it  is  doubtful  whether 
he  really  had  known  whether  any  of  his  ships  had  been  lost  or  seriously 
damaged!  He  permitted  his  ships  to  operate  loosely  in  column  in  order  to 
aToid  loss  of  speed  in  station  keeping,  end  continued  on  the  withdrawal 
course  of  300°(T)  at  thirty  knots  speed  until  daybreak. 

However,  as  tne  twilight  increased  in  brightness  he  realised  that  he 
could  no  longer  disregard  the  possibility  of  counteraction  by  carrier  borne 
planes.  So  at  0610  - twenty-seven  minutes  before  sunrise  - he  ordered 
"foneation  for  anti-aircraft  raid."*  In  ordar  not  to  lose  time  he  caused 
this  fonr  * ion  to  be  aasiaed  without  reducing  the  fleet  speed  of  thirty 
knots,  so  ..Hat  it  took  about  thirty-five  minutes  for  hia  ships  to  attain 
their  turn  stations.  At  0645,  CCMCKUDIV  SIX  logged  the  fact  that  en  ap- 
propriate dispersed  formation  had  been  assumed  and  preparations  had  been 
made  for  air  attaok,**  which  is  presiased  to  have  meant  that  all  chips  were 
in  anti-aircraft  Condition  of  Readiness  One. 

By  0700,  Ccmaander  Cruiser  Force  had  advanced  his  command  to  a posi- 
tion about  135  tie*  northwest  of  Savo  Island  in  "The  Slot”  (Kew  Georgia 
Sound).***  At  v.his  time,  the  northwest  end  of  Santa  Isabel  Island  was 
abeam  to  starboard  at  a distance  of  some  thirty  miles  and  the  northern  end 
of  Beir  Get-^\  Island  (Visuvisu  Point)  was  broad  on  the  port  bow,  also  dis- 
tant some  y miles.  He  now  changed  course  to  the  left  to  280°(T)  in 

order  to  oor-  ,ue  through  "The  Slot".*** 

At  0830,  ne  changed  course  back  to  300°(T)  to  conform  to  the  passage 
and  preceded  towards  Bougainville  Strait.***  At  this  time  Kolombangara 
Island  was  abeav<  ' » port,  distant  about  ten  miles.  In  these  operations. 
Commander  Cruiser  yorcu  generally  maintained  the  medium  of  the  paasge  as 
his  base  course.  It  ie  presumed  that  he  did  this  not  only  to  provide 
maneuvering  ro»  t>  the  case  of  sustained  air  attack  but  also  to  keep  beyond 
the  visual  range  of  any  ooast  watohers  who  might  report  his  presence.  At 
0*30  he  was  ssproiissttalw  J.75  qiini  from  3*vo  Island  - 275  miles  from  hia 
estimated  position  of  the  Allied  carriers  - and  he  was  still  within  range  of 
air  attaok.  He  realized,  of  course,  that  there  was  little  that  he  oould  do 
except  to  continue  up  "The  Slot"  at  his  highest  sustained,  speed  and  trust 
that  he  would  escape  discovery.  If  he  could  avoid  attaok  for  another  hour, 
he  would  be  reasonably  safe. 

By  0900,  Commander  Cruiser  Force  had  reasonable  assuvanoe  that  he  had 


* Interrogation  of  Captain  YosCHEmsu  Ohswe,  IJY,  by  Lieut,  feoger  K>irseau, 
USKR,  August  1949,  Info ruction  compiled  by  Historical  Branch  0-2 
General  Headquarters,  Far  Eastern  Command. 

**  CRUOIY  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  f6,  Solomons  lava  I Action,  August  7 th- 
10th,  1942,  TOC  Document  160997,  June  2?th,  1947. 

**’*  Track  Chart  #1  Annexed  to  CKUDXT  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  #0,  Solomons 
level  Action  August  7sh-10th,  1942,  TOC  Document  160997,  June  27th, 
1947. 


avoided  the  Allied  carrier  aircraft,  for  he  was  now  but  eighteen  mile* 
short  of  the  300  miles  radius  from  his  assumed  position  of  the  Allied  car- 
rier's operating  are*.  He  therefore  f ’Tied  hie  mind  tc  future  opeiaticna 
of  his  command.  At  0900  he  issued  the  following  in \t ructions  to  COMCRUDIV 
SIX?  "The  commander  designates  CRUDIV  SIX  as  emergency  standby  (foroe)  ip 
the  Bismarck  Island  area."* 

At  0930,  when  abreast  of  the  northern  end  of  Vella  Lavella  Island,  he 
felt  safe  at  last.  His  command  was  now  about  500  miles  from  the  estimated 
position  of  the  Allied  Carrier  Force  and  it  had  suffered  no  sir  attack  what- 
soever. Ha  decided  that  he  could  slow  down  and  therefore  at  0936  he  reduced 
speed  to  twenty  knots,*  and  presumably  assumed  a lower  condition  of  readi- 
ness. His  ships  were  now  at  the  point  to  carry  out  their  new  assignments. 

(c)  SEPARATION  OF  JAPANESE  CRUISER  FORCE  - 0958 


At  0958  his  cruiser  force  separated  into  two  major  groups.**  One 
group,  consisting  of  CRUDIV  SIX  (the  AORA,  KAKO,  KINUGASA  and  FURUTARA), 
the  emergency  standby  unit  in  the  Bismarck  Island  Area,  proceeded  in  column 
formation  back  to  its  station  at  Kavieng  via  Bougainville  Strait;***  the 
other  group,  - to  bo  called  the  Rabaul  Group  - consisting  of  the  CHOKAI, 
CRUDIV  EIGHTEEN  (the  TENHYTT  and  YU BAR I),  and  the  TUNAGI  - proceeded  to 
Rabaul  on  the  initial  course  of  300°(T).  Thus  both  groups  were  planning 
to  pass  eastward  of  Bougainville  Island. 

(d)  OPERATIONS  OF  COMMANDER  JAPANESE  CRUISER  FORCE  0968  to  2400 


The  movements  of  these  two  groups  during  the  remainder  of  the  day 
were  about  as  follows* 

(1)  Operations  cf  Commander  Bismarck  Island  Area  Group 

At  1000,  COMCRUDIV  SIX  set  oourse  326°(T)  speed  twenty  knots****  and 
proceeded  to  carry  out  his  instructions.  At  1100  he  had  reached  a point 
thirty  miles  north  of  Vella  Lavella  Island  where  ho  changed  oourse  to 
345°(t)  to  pass  through  Bougainville  Strait. ***•  Inasmuch  as  Bougainville 
Strait,  ia  obstructed  by  numerous  islands  which  divide  it  into  two  distinct 


* ChtlbJV  S betailod  Tiatitle  ktpori  ^8  Soxomons  lUaval  Action,  August  7th- 
10th,  1342,  WDC  Pocuroont  160997,  June  27th,  1947. 

'**  War  Diary  8th  Fleet,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  CIG  Document  74633,  May 
12th,  1947. 

*•*  First  Solomon  Island  Naval  Battle  Tracic  Chart,  Report  on  Sea  Battle 
off  Savo  Island,  August  8th,  1942,  GH0,r  SCAP,  Military  Intelligence 
Section,  General  Staff,  Allied  Tn  .clator  and  Interpreter  Section 
(ATIS)  Document  16665,  March  15th,  1946. 

****  Track  Chart  #1,  Annexed  to  CRUDIV  6,  Detailed  Battle  Report  #8, 

Solomons  Naval  Action,  August  7th-10th,  1942,  WDC  Document  160997, 
June  27th,  1947. 
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ahanntla,  COMCRJDIY  SIX  quite  naturally  decided  to  employ  the  principal 
channel  between  Choi soul  Island  on  the  Beet  and  the  Omaa  Islands  on  the 
West.  This  ohannel  is  roughly  fifteen  nli.es  wide  with  eone  shoals.  COM- 
CSUtilV  SIX  feeling  that  this  strait  offered  un  excellent  position  for  Allied 
submarines  or  airorsft  to  attack  hi®  because  of  the  relati?  »ly  narrow  waters 
spawned  an  open  cruising  disposition  which  ha  felt  provided  satisfactory 
anti-airoraft  and  anti-euhaarin*  security ,*  He  undoubtedly  set  a high 
oondition  of  readinaes  within  tha  command  to  avoid  being  caught  by  surprise* 

At  11SQ,  when  CKDDIV  SU  had  ocwq>leted  its  passage  through  Bougainville 
Strait  and  was  abreast  Capa  Alexander,  CHoiseul  Island,  COMCRUDIV  SIX  order- 
ed  tha  KACO  to  launoh  ona  cruiser  plana. ••  What  this  plane  was  direoted  to 
do  is  nowhers  explained,  but  it  ssem*  probable  that  It  was  employed  an 
anti-submarine  serean  rather  than  as  a rsoonnaiaaanca  plana.  COMCRUDIV  SIX 
probably  was  aware  that  air  reconnaissance  to  safeguard  the  movement  of  his 
cruiser  division  was  even  now  being  provided  by  the  FIFTH  Air  Attack  Force. 
He  was  also  probably  aware  that  the  reconnaissance  planes  had  dsparted 
Rabaul  on  this  duty  at  0650, 

At  lbOO,  when  CRUDIV  SIX  was  well  into  the  open  sea  to  the  eastward 
of  Bougainville  Island.  COMCRUDIV  SIX  set  a base  course  of  320i>(T)  ;•*• 
and.  held  this  oourse  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

At  1412,  he  was  alerted  to  the  fact  that  a Lockheed  typo  scout  bonber 
plane  had  been  sighted  on  bearing  2S0°{T),  distant  twenty-five  kiloneters 
(about  fourteen  mile*).*  This  plane  -urns  an  RiA.A.F.  Hudson  operating  on 
a reoonnaissanoe  mission  *rom  the  Pall  River  airfield  at  Milne  Bay,  Hew 
Guinea.  COMCRUDIV  SIX  immediately  alerted  his  command,  but  tha  plana 
mads  no  attaok  and  disappeared  frost  view  at  145b.*  Commander  Cruiser  Divi- 
sion SIX  considered  that  his  looation  was  known  to  the  Allied  Command.  In 
estimating  this  situation,  it  is  probable  that  he  expected  that  from  now  on 
tha  Allies  would  make  every  effort  to  prevent  his  safe  return  to  base,  He 
had  two  dangerous  threats  to  fear  - ona.  Allied  submarine  attaok;  tha  other. 
Allied  air  attaok  by  horizontal  bombers  from  Haw  Guinea,  Tha  more  dangerous 
of  these  threats  at  the  present  time  would  necessarily  be  that  of  the  Al- 
lied submarines.  He  therefore  took  certain  precautions  against  them,**** 
although  ha  knew  that  it  would  be  some  hours  and  probably  after  nightfall 
before  any  Allied  submarines  could  wove  into  a good  attaok  position  unless 
they  wars  already  fortunately  correctly  positioned. 


7th-10th,  1942,  WDC  Document  160Q97,  June  27th,  1947, 

**  War  Diary  KAKQ,  August  7tb-10th,  1942,  Solomons  Sen  Bottle,  WDC  Dcou- 
msrt  160145,  CIG  Document  86927,  June  27th,  1947. 
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1947. 
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It  is  probable  that  in  view  of  the  submarine  torpedoing  and  * Inking 
of  the  transport  MKITO  UA.HU  with  troops  for  the  reinforcement  of  he  Guad- 
alcanal garrison  in  St,  George's  Channel  early  that  Homing,  he  r silted 
that  the  submarine  aonaoe  was  particularly  serious  in  the  area  between  the 
north  end  of  Buka  Island  and  St.  George's  Channel.  As  will  be  shown  later, 
he  had  reason  to  fear  this  area. 

At  1845  the  sun  set.  At  1905  the  FURUTAKA  righted  what  she  believed 
tc  be  an  Allied  periscope  and  promptly  attacked.*  It  is  not  dear  what  the 
Japanese  practice  was  in  suah  oases,  but  it  is  as  sowed  that  it  was  similar 
to  th.»  Allied  practioe  i.e.,  to  head  towards  the  contact  and  attecqpt  to 
ran,  or  to  turn  away  and  to  open  fire,  not  only  to  destroy  the  submarine  if 
possible,  but  also  to  alert  the  ships  in  oowpany  to  the  danger  and  of  its 
location,  The  FUHiTTAKA  fired  on  unknown  masher  of  torpedoes  at  the  sub- 
marine, **  but  her  tactios  are  otherwise  unknown.  While  this  is  not  con- 
sidered to  be  a particularly  affective  employment  of  torpedoes,  and  should 
never  be  used  unless  to#  submarine  is  on  the  surface  and  in  on  ideal  situa- 
tion for  torpedoes,  the  Command' ng  Officer  probably  felt  that  he  wight  suc- 
ceed in  hitting  the  submarine.  Actually  there  were  no  Allied  submarines 
in  the  sree  and  the  oontaot  was  false.  As  a consequence  of  this  substring 
alert.  C CMC HOT) IT  BIX  directed  that  an  anti-subsmrine  watch,  be  set  for  the 
night,*  thus  alerting  his  command  to  the  ever-present  darker  of  submarine 
attack. 

The  regaining  hours  of  August  9th  ware  uneventful  as  CEUDTV  SIX  pro- 
ceeded along  her  base  oourae  ol  320° (T)  at  twenty  knots.  At  2400  the  AORA. 
flagship  of  CHUD1Y  SIX,  was  in  Latitude  08°-40»S,  Longitude  153°-66'I. 

This  position  w~\e  bearing  140°(T)  distant  forty  idles  from  Tsui  Island. 

(2)  Operation#  of  Cammwids:  Rsbau*  Group  0958  - 2400 

At  0968,  when  C HUD IV  SIX  left  the  forwation,  Commander  Cruiew  Force 
in  ths  CHOEAI  turesd  to  ths  westward  to  fora  the  Kabsui  uroun.  soniittini 
of  the  CHOKAI,  'HUD  IV  EIGHTBKH  and  the  TUMAGI.  At  1042,  ftwsander  Babsul 
Group  set  the  oourse  to  transit  Bougainrllle  Strait  - about  540° (T) . He 
ordered  Japanese  sigsag  Plan  "A”  at  this  time*** •*•*  as  an  anti-subauirine  pre- 
caution, and  proceeded  at  twenty  knots.  At  1200  he  eomenoed  passage  of 
the  narrows  of  Bougainville  Strait  east  of  Pauro  Island;  and  was  wall  clear 
of  all  shoals  off  Bougainville  Island  at  1346,  whan  he  changed  to  oourss 
316  (!}.*■* *■» 


* War  Diary  EAKO,  August  7th-10tli,  1942,  Solomon*  Sea  Battle,  WDC  Docu- 
ment 160143. 

**  Track  Chart  #1  Annexed  to  CRUD1V  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  §e„  Solomons 
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Savo  Island,  August  8th,  1942,  QHQ,  9CAP,  Military  Intelligence  Section, 
General  Staff,  Allied  Translator  and  Interpreter  Section  (AXIS)  Docu- 
ment 15685,  March  15th,  1946. 


At  1412  the  Rabaul  Group  observed  that  they  ware  being  scouted  by  a 
Lookheed  Hudson  bomber  which  remained  in  the  vicinity  until  1458  when  it 
disappeared.* 

At  1725.  the  CHOEAI,  in  a position  eight  Miles  off  Cape  L’Averdy, 
Bougainville  Island  sighted  what  wa*  reported  as  a periscope.*  Actually 
there  were  neither  Allied  nor  Japanese  submarines  in  this  arsa. 

At  1740.  Cctmsander  Rabaul  Group  ordered  his  task  group  to  "oeese  slg- 
eag  course!"* 

About  1945  the  CHORAI  was  sighted  and  reported  as  a posaible  aircraft 
oarrier  by  a coast  watcher  on  the  northern  tip  of  Buka  Island.  Her  posi- 
tion was  at  this  tine  about  seven  ailes  due  east  cf  Cape  Henpan,  Buka  Is- 
land. •* 


At  2000.  the  Ha haul  Groug<  had  reaohed  a position  eight  alien  due 
north  of  Cape  Henpan.  and  had  executed  a change  in  course  from  316°(¥)  to 
260°(T).***  This  latter  course  led  to  St.  George's  Channel,  passing  through 
a point  twenty  ailes  south  of  Capa  St.  Georg-'. 

At  2400.  the  Rabaul  Group  was  in  a position  twenty-eight  ail  so  froa 
Cape  St.  George  on  bearing  124°(T). 


.rr»G  rrra-p  twtj  n»ig  «♦»<>! 


ouaan 

1947. 

**  War  Diary  CTF  63,  August  9th,  1942. 

***  First  Solomon  Island  Naval  Battle  Track  Chart,  Report  on  Sea  Buttle 
off  Savo  Island,  August  8th,  1942,  GHQ,  SOAP,  Military  Intelligence 
Section,  General  Staff,  Allied  Translator  and  Interpreter  Section  (ATIS) 
Dcoumant  16686,  March  15th,  1946. 
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CHAPTER  Hill 


OPERATIONS  Or  OTHER  JAPANESE  FORCES 


OOOO  Augu*t  9th  to  2400  August  9th 


(a)  OPERATIONS  OF  OOMUVDKR  FIFTH  AIR  ATTACK  FORCE 


During  the  &tb,  Conaender  FIFTH  Air  Attaak  Fora*  was  bually  engaged 
in  conducting  th*  routine  searches  which  bad  baen  ordered  (Di  (patch 
Operation  Ordar  lo.  201)  at  1200  tha  preceding  day.*  Ebon  that#  searches 
vara  or  da  tad,  ha  knew  that,  if  all  want  wall,  Canwandar  Cruiaar  Force 
would  ba  rrtiring  toward  Rabaul  fron  tha  Tulagi-Quadaloanal  Araa  on  tha 
following  naming  aftor  destroying  tha  All  lad  chipping  thara.  Ha  alao 
know  that  planae  frca  bis  air  Attack  foroa  bad  struck  tha  Alliad  shipping 
in  tha  Tulagl-Ouadaloanal  Araa  at  1200  tha  praoadlng  day*  It  waa,  of 
oouraa,  Militarily  highly  important  to  ascertain  in  faot  what  damage  had 
bean  dona  to  tha  Alliad  shipping  by  tha  shows  two  attacks.  It  was 
nsssssary  to  ditoover,  if  poeslbl a,  what  affaot  the**  attacks  wars  having 
on  Alliad  plana  and  particularly  to  disoovwr  whsthsr  tha  Alliad  foroas 
wars  now  retiring. 


Conaandar  Crulssr  Foroa  appears  to  have  reported  to  Conasnder  Outer 
South  Saas  Foroa  and  also  to  Connandsr  FIFTH  Air  Attack  Foroa  - probably 
no  later  than  two  hours  befoie  dam  • tha  results  of  his  night  actior, 
and  doubt  leas  at  this  tine  requested  supporting  land-based  air  operations 
against  the  Alliad  carrier*,  which  ha  had  every  reason  to  baliava  would 
pursue  his.  It  is  to  ba  renenbered  that  his  own  concept  - discussed  with 
Cf  warder- ln-Chlef,  Combined  Fleet  in  Truk  on  July  27th  - was  to  aooaaplish 
the  destruction  of  Allied  carriers  with  the  United  foroas  available  In 
his  area  by  decoying  then  within  range  of  the  air  attacks  from  tha  Base 


Air  Foroa  (rxrrn  Air  Attack  Force). 


Certainly,  his  retiring  cruiser 


foroa  - in  the  situation  existent  in  the  early  hours  of  August  9th  - was 
a provoking  and  anticing  lure  for  tha  Alliad  carrier  foroa. 


In  re-eet looting  tha  situation  before  dawn  August  9th,  Comaador 
FIFTH  Air  Attaek  Foroa  seam  to  have  been  satisfied  that  hla  planned 
searches  were  properly  disposed  (a)  to  locate  tha  Alliad  carrier*  If  they 
approached  within  a 700  nil*  radius  fr an  Rabaul,  end  (b)  to  obtain  tha 
necessary  lnforsntioa  construing  the  dsssege  dene  to  the  Allied  shipping 
at  Tulagi-Guadaloanai  by  both  the  air  attack,  and  by  tha  night  cruiser 
attack,  which  ha  now  knew  had  only  hit  oosibatant  ships.  Ha  therefore 
authorised  no  changes  in  the  search  plans. 


« Japanese  Search  Plans,  Augast  vth-Srth,  1942,  CIG  !A> 
Hay  12th,  1947,  page  2. 

•*  Nor  Diary,  8th  Fleet,  August  7th- 10th,  1942,  EDO  Do 
May  12th,  3947. 


nt  141629, 
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These  search  plans  which  s»m  designed  to  oover  tlw  area  betwesn 
090® (T)  a»ct  1B0°(T)  to  * diati moc  of  TOO  alloc  fro*  Babenl  and  were  Wood 
on  a visibility  of  thirty  alloc**  *w»  conducted  as  follows* 

(a)  At  0690*  on*  lead  reconnaissance  plane  from  the  TAIKAM  Air 
Group  deported  Kuboul  on  course  L284(T)  to  rewenoiter  Tulagl,**  It 
proceeded  ftt  200  knots*  end  - fro*  tbo  plot  of  it*  trook  - ptsaed  aeor 
thft  Japanese  Cruiser  Force  ftt  QB26.  When  it  arrived  oar  Sato  I* lend, 
the  pilot  found  thftt  the  weather  was  aery  eleudy,*  and  ho  aa*  able  to  uco 
those  clouds  to  considerable  advantage  ss  cover . 

this  plane  ass  deteoted  on  the  SAX  JIUH's  radar  soreea  at  0911 
in  a position  twelve  alios  to  the  southward  of  Tulagl,***  It  efts  un- 
molested by  snti-alroroft  fir*  because  it  stayed  outside  the  range* 
Subsequent  to  the  departure  of  TO  61*1*  there  aero  no  Allied  fighters 
available  o Ter  Iron  Bottoa  Send  to  etteok  end  destroy  this  reconnaissance 
plena*  Consequently,  it  remained  in  the  vicinity  from  0916  to  1000  end 
reoonnoltered  the  area***** 

The  pilot  reported  that  the  Allied  foross  present  et  1000  con- 
sisted of  one  heavy  or ulcer*  two  light  orulsors  or  destroyers*  seven 
destroyers  >r  ainesasepers  end  nineteen  troneports  - none  of  which 
shewed  any  lndioetlons  of  leaving  the  harbor*****  This  report*  while 
considerably  in  error  ee  regards  the  combatant  ships*  was  absolutely 
correct  as  regards  the  lergs  transports  (APs).  There  were  exactly  nine- 
teen* It  1\'  presumed  that  the  heavy  oruiser  observed  was  either  the 
CHICAGO  or  the  AUSTRALIA,  end  that  the  808ART  end  SIX  JUAB  were  classed 
as  light  cruisers  or  destroyers* 

After  ooapletlng  its  reooanoisssnee  of  Tulagl-Ouadaloanal*  this 
plane  prseeeded  on  course  125°(T)  to  srtssd  it#  search  toward  the 

700  Miles  radius  free  Babaui.****  It  disappeared  from  the  oil!  JuAK's 
radar  soresn  at  1004«*e*  It  is  very  doubtful  indeed  that  it  succeeded  in 
reaching  this  distance,  sinoe  it  arasb»land*d  at  Rabaul  at  1808,**'** 

This  tins  of  lending  means  that  the  plane  would  have  had  to  reverse  her 
oourse  at  about  1010  - approximately  over  Aura  Island  in  the  center  of 
Indispensable  Strait  - returning  direct  to  Rabeul  in  order  to  arrive 
there  by  1505*  The  extension  of  this  eeoroh  to  but  600  miles  - Instead 
of  700  miles  - did  not  adversely  affect  the  Japanese  situation. 


*"  is  fane  so  Sear  ah  Plans  * August  ‘fib- 9th*  1642*  CIO  Doounent  'ft&SS* 

Hay  12th*  1947*  page  8. 

**  Ibid,  page  4* 

**#■  A ticn  Report*  SAX  JUAB,  Report  c f Action*  Tulagi-Quadaloesol* 

August  8th- 10th*  1942*  Enclosure  (A),  Serial  001*  August  16th*  1942* 
*o**  Japanese  Search  Plans,  August  7th-9th,  1942*  CIO  Pccsssent  74682*pegs  4, 
May  12th*  1947*  also  Seoret  Message  ^€>7 * War  Mary  26th  Air  Flotilla* 
WOO  Document  1817S0. 


I a the  first  place,  the  search  plan*  in  the  next  sector  to  the  ripvt 
severed  Indispensable  Strait  on  It*  return  traok,  Xn  the  second  plao®, 
the  Allied  carrier  teak  for©*,  79  61,1,  nee  at  this  tine  fully  760  niles 
frta  Bebeul  end  euo  on  * eoothoerterly  •nurse,  et  fifteen  knots,  The 
petition  of  this  tee k fere#  usavred  that  it  yo*sld  not  be  discovered  by  * 
Mtr«h  to  t radius  of  but  700  niles  free  tabaul. 

The  last  that  this  pilot  o rushed  on  land In a*  indicates  a 
possible  ehortac,*  ef  fuel^  and  this  any  have  been  his  reason  for  an  in- 
complete mission.  On  tbs  otfc*»r  head,  he  nay  have  fait  that  the  remainder 
of  his  search  mas  lahqsrtaat,  since  the  Allied  ships  were  still  In  Iren 
Aottom  Sound  and  shoes*!  no  si  pi  a of  retiring,**  la  suah  ease.  It  mould 
hrve  been  usmeoensary  for  him  to  pursue  the  Allied  feroe  (in  retirement) 
to  a 700  mil#  radius. 


(b)  At  0700,  four  land  attack  planes  - all  from  the  FOUBTF  Air 
Oreup  • deported  Babuul,  The  time  of  take-off  mas  one-half  hour  later 
than  planned,**  These  planes  operated  as  follows » 


(1)  One  piano  prooeeded  direct  to  Mono  Island,  from  which  it 
took  departure  at  0918,  making  good  the  track  of  1£3°(T)  to  a distunes  of 
4*0  miles  (700  udles  from  labeul).  At  1080,  at  the  *•  iter  sad  of  its 
soar  oh,  it  flew  sixty  milee  to  the  left,  passing  over  the  position  where 
TO  61,1  had  been  at  0600,  and  then  at  about  1068  started  its  return  to 
Bebeul,  At  0986,  this  plane  sighted  and  reported  by  radio  a large  enemy 
destroyer  in  position  100  milee  on  bearing  881  (?)  from  Tulagi,***  This 
mas  the  JAR7X8,  whose  position,  derived  from  plotting  her  known  course 
and  spaed  from  previous  sontaeis,  ms  actually  nlnety-aevan  miles  free 
Tulagi  « bearing  2SS*(?}«  Considering  his  Issg  eversntvr  savisstia", 
the  Japanese  piled  bed  given  a fairly  accurate  position  report.  This 
piled  made  mo  other  see  tacts. 


(t)  One  plana  proceeded  direct  bw  Cress  Island,  free  which  It 
took  departure  at  about  0785,  It  then  Mmmtneed  its  sear  eh  along  truck 
1X0® (?)  to  a distunes  of  680  miles  (TOO  miles  fran  Bubaul).  At  1060  at 
the  outer  and  of  itc  searah,  it  flaw  sixty  niles  to  the  left*  and  than, 
at  1048,  attarted  the  return  leg  via  Orwsn  Island  to  Rabaul,  This  plane 
made  mo  eentaets. 


(8)  One  plan*  prooeedrd  along  traek  188*(T)  from  Saxaul  to  a 
distance  ef  700  miles.  At  1060,  mhsa  it  was  at  the  outer  end  of  its 
search,  it  flew  to  the  left  for  sixty  miles  until  1046,  and  then  headed 


*"T|5r5ij3r  ami  Disposition  of  IXS  Air  Plot  ills  on  Ttfci,  194$, 

CIO  RMwamant  T48®9,  ley  12th*  1947, 

•«  Japanese  Search  Plans  August  7th- 9th,  1H2,  CIO  Deoumant  7468 2,  Hty 
lithe  -»47,  pegs  4jt  also  Secret  Veatagc  #67,  gar  Diary  26th  Air 
Flotilla,  YDC  Document  161780, 

••a  Ibid;  this  translation  gives  the  ti**  of  contact  as  1186,  filch  is 
obviously  a mistranslation. 
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for  Eabaul.  At  1100  this  piano  reported  by  dispatch  ths  sighting  of  tn 
A(SIIL1Z8  Class  cruiser  retiring  from  ths  area,  damaged  and  at  (low  speed** 
The  identification  of  this  contact  as  an  ACHXLLCS  Class  oru}  «er  was  in 
orrorj  since  it.  was,  in  foot,  the  damaged  JAK7I3  which  was  retiring  from 
the  area  cm  oearse  230° (T)  at  tea  knots*  It  seems  probable  that  the 
position  of  the  JARVIS  at  this  time  was  about  2S7o(T),  distant  110  miles 
from  Tulagi * This  search  plane  did  not,  at  this  time,  continue  its 
return  fli./fc  to  Sab&ulg  but  trashed*  the  JAR7XS  until  relieved  at  1500 
by  an  Air  Attack  Group  in  a position  ISO  miles  It  s Tulagi.* 

(4)  One  plane  proceeded  along  course  10#>(T)  to  a distance  of 
700  miles*  At  10$0  when  it  was  at  tbo  outer  end  of  the  sooroh,  it  flew 
to  the  left  for  sixty  mile#}  and  at  1046  it  oosmonoed  its  return  flight 
to  feabaul*  At  1MO  it  was  sighted  to  the  westward  of  Tauu  island  by  an 
F.A*A«F*  Hudson  pilot  who  correctly  rsoopiised  it  as  a Mitsubishi  heavy 
bomber,**  This  Japanese  plane  made  no  contact*. 

(e)  At  0614,  one  large  flying  boat  from  the  TOKOHAMA  Air  Group  de- 
parted Rabaul  and  proceeded  to  search  an  oourse  099° (T)  to  a distance  of 
700  miles.  At  1029  whan  at  its  outer  limit  of  search,  it  turned  left  to 
o over  a lateral  leg  of  sixty  miles)  and,  at  1047,  it  ooanwnoed  its  return 
!•«  to  labaul  where  it  landed  at  1446*  It  made  no  contacts,  but  was 
sighted  end  correctly  r^oogtised  as  a ’'Avon  Is  hi  flying  boat  at  1320  by 
•n  a.A*A*F*  asdeon  im  posit  ion  thirty-  five  miles  north  of  Tauu  Island,** 

(d)  Cue  large  flying  boat  of  the  FOIStTKSMTH  Air  Group  departed  Rabuul 
at  0416  and  proceeded  along  traak  148°(f)  to  a distance  of  700  miles*  At 
1026,  when  at  its  outer  limit  of  search,  it  turned  to  the  left  and  flew 
• di*tana*  of  sixty  miles  until  1047,  when  it  oosnenesd  its  return 

to  Baueui,  landing  about  14oa*  It  m contacts. 

By  way  of  <r  tenor  is  lag  the  above  searohos,  they  were  successful  in 
discovering  the  JARVIS,  end  in  obtaining  reasonably  good  information 
aonoeming  the  Allied  forces  at  Tulagi-Guadoleanal  - particularly  as 
regards  the  transports  j yet  they  were  completely  unsuccessful  in  dis- 
covering the  Allied  sorrier  task  force*  This  was,  of  oourse,  because  the 
carrier  task  fores  woe  net  in  the  ere*  searched,  but  was  already  retiring 
to  the  southeast* 

TV  * failure  to  locate  the  Allied  carriers  on  the  9th  must  have  been 
even  more  confusing  to  Commander  FIFTH  Air  Attack  Fores  then  it  had  been 
on  the  previous  day*  He  knew  the  carriers  oust  be  in  the  area,  for  hie 
planes  had  encountered  Allied  sorrier' besed  planes  over  Tulagi -Guadalcanal 
on  the  preceding  two  days*  3e  also  knew  that  the  Japanese  Cruiser  Fores 
was  retiring  toad  was  within  striking  range  of  ths  Allied  carrier  aircraft* 


* J»panese  Search  plans  August  7th-9thf  lWiS,  CIO  ttocuneat'  746jf2,  "iky 
12th,  1947,  page  4* 

**  Operations  Report,  Allied  Air  Faroes,  Southwest  Pacific  Area,  August 
9th,  1942, 


jgjgggr 

Was  it  ciot  reasonabls  therefor*  to  assume  ti  nt  an  attack  would  b*  mads  on 
these  cruisers  by  Allied  carrier-based  planes?  If  so,  where  wore  the 
oarriers? 

It  is  not  entirely  clear  what  Qcmsmniisr  FIFTH  Air  Attack  Foroe  had 
decided  to  do  in  this  natter,  but  it  is  knoma  that  he  had  launched  a 
powerful  air  attaok  group  frcn  Rabaul  early  that  morning*  This  attack 
group  consisted  of  sixteen  lend  attack  planes  of  the  MI SARA  Air  Group  - 
armed  with  torpedoes  - and  fifteen  fighters  (fakes)  of  the  TA2VAX  Air 
Group.  The  exaot  tine  of  the  departure  of  this  attaok  group  from  Rabaul 
ia  not  available.  It  is  presumed,  however,  that  it  at  about  0740, 
since  the  Australian  ooast  watoher  on  the  north  end  of  Bougainville 
Island  reported  having  heard  an  enemy  air  attaok  group  at  about  0845. • 
Analysis  indicates  that  it  would  have  required  about  one  hour  for  the 
attack  group  to  oover  the  distanoe  between  Rabaul  and  the  north  end  of 
Bougainville  Island  where  the  Japanese  airfield  on  Bohans  Island  in  Buka 
Passage  was  located. 

Ho  information  la  available  ns  to  the  initial  objective  of  this  air 
attack  group,  but  it  seems  probable  that  it  was  the  diversion  of  Allied 
carrier  planes  sway  frem  the  retiring  Japanese  Cruiser  Initially, 

on  its  departure  from  Rabaul,  Commander  FIFTH  Air  Attaok  Foroe  may  have 
aasigped  it  either  of  too  tentative  objectives t 

(a)  The  destruction  of  the  Allied  carriera  - in  case  they  ware  dis- 
covered by  his  searoh  planes,  or 

(b)  The  destruction  of  tbs  Allied  transports  - if  they  showed  any 
indication  of  withdrawing  from  the  area. 

In  either  case,  as  the  Allied  carrier  planes  would  probably  be  draw 
thereby  into  the  defense  of  the  target,  it  seams  dear  that  these  objectives 
would  have  been  oerreot. 

Analysis  shows  that,  the  Japanese  dr  attack  group  oould  not  have  pro- 
ceeded directly  to  its  objective  without  sow  delay  m route.  It  seems 
probable  that  the  entire  air  attaok  group  was  sent  to  the  airfield  at  Buka 
Passage,  there  to  top  off  in  fuel  while  awaiting  specific  orders  from  the 
Conmnder  FIFTH  Air  Attaok  Force.  This  supposition  is  based  on  the  time 
and  plaoe  of  Its  attaok  on  the  Ill-fated  JARVIS  - to  be  discussed  later. 

To  have  arrived  at  1500  over  the  JARVIS,  the  air  attaok  group  would  have 
had  to  depart  Buka  Pasvage  after  1050.  It  so  happened  that  1050  was  also 
the  time  the  Japeuese  search  planes  had  reached  their  ,700  mile  radius  from 
Rabaul  without  having  located  the  Allied  oarriers.  Whether  this  was 
simply  a oo incidence  or  whether  it  was  planned,  is  not  clear)  but  it  seems 
clear  that  Comxander  FIFTH  Air  Attaok  Foroe  did  know  at  1050  through  radio 
reports  from  his  planes  that  there  was  little  - if  any  - probabilty  that 
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the  Allied  carrier*  were  ‘within  air  striking  range  of  the  Japanese  Cruiser 
Force.  The  only  eontaot  his  searches  had  BMLde  was  that  at  0935  on  a large 
enemy  destroyer  bearing  2£1°(T)  distant  about  100  miles  from  Tulagi. 

Although  there  is  no  definite  information  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
Japanese  employed  their  airfield  at  Buka  Passage  at  this  time,  it  is 
known  that  Commander  FIFTH  Air  Attack  Toro*  had  diepatohod  adranoe  base 
personnel  from  the  TAI1AH  Air  Group*  and  one  seetion  of  the  garrison  unit 
from  1IQFHTE  Fleet  Headq  arters  to  Buka  in  the  AWIWAZB*  on  Aupxst  6th**  to 
activate  the  airfield  f**r  use.  and  that  the  base  was  read  for  uso  an 
August  8th.*  It  is  also  known  that  the  B.A.A.F.  Hudsons  ..ram  mine  Boy 
I had  been  reoonnolterlng  the  airfield  once  daily  sinoe  August  6th  but  had 

discovered  no  flight  operations  there.***  However,  the  R..A.A.F.  plane 
which  had  passed  over  Buka  Passage  on  August  9th  had  don*  so  at  1830  - 
three  hours  after  the  J aptness  air  attack  group  had  tskwn  off.  This 
R.A.A.F.  plans  did  discover  t've  small  ships  anchored  at  the  base,  and 
was  fired  an  by  an*  of  them.*'*** 


(• 


It  sees*  logical  to  oonolud*  that  Commander  FIFTH  Air  Attack  Force 
had  decided  at  1030  to  attack  the  Allied  ships  at  Tulngi  and  Guadalcanal, 
and  that  he  had  directed  each  an  attack.  Judging  from  the  time  of 
attack  - at  1300  - end  the  speed  and  distance  factors , hit  air  attack 
group  should  have  taken  off  from  the  airfield  at  Buka  Passage  at  about 
1043  in  compliance  with  this  attack  order.  This  being  the  case,  the 
sighting  at  1100  of  an  "ACHILLES  Class  oruiser"  damaged  and  retiring  from 
the  area,  by  another  of  his  search  plane******  was  reported  while  hie 
attack  group  was  in  the  air,  en  route  to  Tulagi#  The  "ACHILLES  Class 
cruiser"  was  reported  in  a position  a Tittle  to  the  southwest  of  the  0938 
eontaot  made  on  a "large  enemy  destroyer*. *****  Commander  FIFTH  Air 
Attack  Force  appears  to  have  dearly  realised  that  these  two  oontacts 
were  on  the  sees  ship.  5s  had  ignored  the  destroyer  earlier,  hut  • 
cruiser  mas  a different  natter  1 He  recalled  that  Commander  Cruiser 
Fore*  had  reported  at  about  0346  that  an  "ACHILLES  Class  oruiser’  had 
been  "put  to  flight" .**•**•  Her*  she  was!  What  shov'd  he  do?  8hould 
he  divert  hie  air  attaok  group  to  destroy  v>his  oruiser  or  should  he 
permit  the  ordered  attack  on  the  transports  J.n  Iran  Bottom  Sound  to  be 
carried  out? 

In  r*~*etlaatlng  the  situation  at  this  tins,  his  considerations 
probably  were  somewhat  of  the  following  nature » 


* Detailed  Battle  feef  art  #6  of  tKe  FlSfH  Hr  <X£€a<  fore*,  HbC 
Document  1MI40, 

*•  War  Diary,  38th  Air  Flotilla,  WDC  Document  160166. 

*»*  ClnC.  somea PIC  Radio  Wo.  0246,  Ck-7*  8796,  August  11th,  194S, 
t*  Chief  of  Staff,  G.S.  Army. 

*••*  Allied  Air  Forces,  80WSSPAC  Area,  Reconnaissance  Report,  August 


9th,  194£. 

*****  Japanese  Saar  oh  Flans,  August  7 th- 9th,  1942,  CIO  Document  74682. 
******  War  Diary  6th  Fleet,  August  Ttb-10th,  1942,  CIO  Document  74(68, 
May  12th,  1947,  page  1. 
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(a)  Ha  knew,  of  ooursv,  that  the  MSI  TO  NASD  hod  boon  rank  off  Capo 
8t.  George  by  on  Allied  submarine  at  0024,  August  Pth,  and  that  the  fir* 
othor  Japaaoao  traaoporto  with  har  had  boon  recalled  to  Habaul  from  their 
expedition  to  reinforoe  Tulagl.  Ho  also  knew  that  this  removed  for  the 
immediate  present  the  possibility  of  reinforcizg  datmr  Japanese  ground 
troops  rasa  Inert  in  the  objective  area,  (HI  contact  with  those  (round 
troops  had  boss  lost  on  An  fast  Yth).  Ho  appaars  to  have  folt  that  for  the 
tins  toting  ho  was  tumble  to  interfere  seriously  with  the  operations  of 
the  Allied  landing  flame.  Therefore,  the  urgency  of  destroying  the  Allied 
transports  was  lessened* 

(b)  He  knew  from  the  report  of  the  Japanese  roeonnaiosanee  plane 
ever  Twiagi  at  about  1000  that  the  Allied  ships  showed  no  indications  of 
departing  fron  Iren  Bottom  Bound,  The  transpose  therefore,  still  eon* 
sti toted  a target  for, later  Japanese  air  attacks  - to  he  carried  out  as 
Ms  reinforcements  arrived  from  the  Marshalls  and  Marianas  Islands, 

(e)  Ha  appears  to  have  considered  the  cumulative  effect  the  sinking 
of  an  additional  Allied  cruiser  (that  was  trying  to  escape)  would  have 
on  the  Immediate  Allied  strategy.  He  concluded  that  the  destruction  of 
this  cruiser,  when  added  to  the  Allied  losses  of  the  night  action,  would 
have  a greater  adverse  offset  an  that  strategy  than  would  the  loss  of  a 
few  transports. 

He  deeided  to  attack  this  “cruiser";  and  therefore,  at  about  111b, 
directed  the  air  attack  group  fron  Habaul  to  this  new  target;  and,  at 
the  sane  tins,  appease  to  have  advised  the  air  Group  Commander  that  the 
"oruleer"  was  being  tracked  by  one  of  his  land-based  search  planes  from 
Habaul. 

The  air  attaok  Group  Commander  j mediately  heeded  for  the  above 
ooutact.  At  1800,  under  tbs  protection  of  a strafing  attaok  by  his 
fighters,  he  swooeoded  in  torpedoing  the  "cruiser"  (JARVIS ) end  in  sinking 
her  without  a trace  or  » survivor  in  a position  bearing  284°(T)  distant 
180  nils*  fiem  the  carter  of  Save  Island, * In  so oompli thing  this  result 
Ms  air  attack  group  encountered  heavy  AA  fire  fron  the  JJRVTS  as  a 
consequence  of  which  the  MI8AMA  Air  Group  lost  two  pianos  shot  dona  , one 
severely  damaged  and  forced  into  an  emergency  landing  and  three  lightly 
damaged;  a total  of  six.**  ' His  staff , in  preparing  the  report,  recorded 
that  the  1800  torpedo  attack  was  nnde  on  Al  lied  sMps  "at  Tulagi *'.•*« 

This  entry  reveals  that  the  target  assigned  had  been  the  Allied  shipping, 
end  it  appears  that  Ms  staff  had  inadvertently  overlooked  the  ohange  of 
target  to  the  " ACHILLAS". 


* Secret  Message  ^8f , Mar  Diary  S&tk  Air  mEcT Document  T8XT35* 

**  Har  Diary  26th  Air  flotilla,  WDC  Document  1*1T80. 

•**  Strength  m&  Dispositlan  of  ZCth  Air  Flotilla,  August  7th~9th,  1942, 
CIO  Document  74*29,  May  12th,  1947, 
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Than  the  de-reptlv*  roles  aere  unwittingly  reversed*  Insteat  of  the 
retiring  Japanese  Cruiser  7ore>e  acting  as  * lure  to  dree  the  .lulled 
oajfrier  foroe  within  range  of  the  Satetul-based  t<aWif  the  retiring  des- 
troyor  J 4SYTS  moaee  the  iure  whioh  drew  off  ttvs  Japanese  air  attack  from 
the  Allied  transports  and  cargo  ships* 

(b)  QPBUJI»*8  0?  JAPiUKSB  SPBMAOT8B 

The  mart  Bovewents  of  the  Japanese  submarines  on  August  8th  are  net 
*Ttki lahle  hue  oar  he  dismissed  in  a general  way* 

(a)  Th»  1C- 84  «u  still  on  station  off  port  Moresby  where  it  was 
reoscsneitarlng  Allied  aovenents  in  that  urea* 

(b>  Tfeo  1-121  end  possibly  the  10-83  ware  operating  in  the  rioinity 
of  iron  Petto*  Sound* 

to)  The  i-121  and  the  1-123  were  still  an  route  to  the  Tulagi  area. 
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CHAPTER  XIX 

OPERATIONS  OK  ALLIED  SCREENING  GROUP 
~022&  August  'Jin  to  24o6  August  9th 

(a)  OPERATIONS  OF  CHICAGO  GROUP 


(1)  Operations  of  CHICAGO 

At  0226,  the  CHICAGO1 a radar  made  oonteot  with  a ship  at  7,000  ysrda 
range.  Tills  contact  was  reported  to  the  Commanding  Officer  as  the  tarn? 
small  ship  that  had  been  sighted  at  021?,*  This  ship  was,  of  oouroe,  the 
BAGLSY.  The  radar  ranges  and  bearings  revealed  that  it  was  at  this  time 
headed  north. 

At  about  0226,  the  Commanding  Officer,  CHICAGO  received  a message 
from  CTG  62.6,  addressed  to  the  Commanders  of  the  Soi/eening  Groups,  ask- 
ings "Are  your  groups  in  aotionT"** 

This  mesuage  must  have  caused  him  to  realise  suddenly  that  he  had 
been  out  of  the  action  for  some  thirty-six  minutes,  that  he  had  located  no 
enemy  ships  on  his  present  course,  that  any  continuing  action  must  be  oc- 
curring east  of  Save  Island  since  CTG  62,6  was  aware  cf  it,  and  that  he 
himself  ras  completely  out  of  it.  He  must  have  become  deeply  concerned 
over  his  own  conduct  of  the  bsttle.  He  hud  been  caught  by  surpriee^  his 
own  CHICAGO  Group  had  disintegrated  tactically  under  the  Japanese  fire}  he 
did  not  know  where  they  ware  or  what  had  happened  to  then,  although  he  did 
know  that  the  CANBERRA  had  been  on  fire.  Hhat  reply  oould  he  give  CTG  62. dt 
His  answer  was  briefi  "Were,  but  not  now»"*« 

At  this  time  he  decided  to  return  to  his  operating  are#  and  ihere.’orn 
reverted  course,  steadying  on  heading  100°(T)  at  0228.* 

About  one  minute  later,  at  0229,  he  observed  a gun  action  between  two 
shlpn  bearing  betsraen  240  degrees  and  260  degrees  relative*  - 260  degrees 
true  - at  a distanoe  of  about  24,000  yards.  This  »,  i the  final  engagement 
of  the  night  action  - the  last  exchange  oi  fire  between  the  RALPH  TALBOT 
and  the  YUBARI.  The  Commanding  Officer,  CHICAGO  had  n > idea  cf  what  this 
firing  watr  nor  did  ;:<*  show  the  same  interest  in  investigating  it  that  he 
had  shown  at  0200,  when  he  had  observed  the  action  between  the  JARVIS  and 
the  TUHAGI.  Ha  was  concerned  now  with  other  considerations. 

He  probably  realised  that,  as  Of fioer-ia- Tactical  Cc*»»nd  of  the  CHI- 
CAGO Group,  he  had  failed  to  give  orders  to  his  own  group,  or  to  coordinate 
the  operations  of  his  group  with  those  of  the  VINC^NES  Group,  or  to  ai  art 


* Xotlor  Report,  “concerning  lotion  Against  EaSaSTTorces,  TiXguet 

Pth,  1942,  Guadalcanal  Area,  3erial  099,  August  13th,  1942, 

**  Remarks  by  CTG  S2.8,  Night  Action  off  Stvo  Island,  August  9th,  1942,  to 
CTP  62,  August  11th,  1942, 
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the  VINCENNES  Group  as  wall  as  bcth  CTF  62  and  CT3  52,6*  Instead  of  car- 
rying the  action  to  the  Japanese  earlier  ns  they  moved  to  the  eastward,  he 
had  sowed  independently  to  the  we  reward  - in  good  faith,  it  is  true  - but 
unfortunately,  he  had  encountered  no  euewy  ships  in  that  direction.  Mean- 
while, he  had  observed  that  the  VINCENNES  Group  ha  i been  heavily  engaged; 
he  had  seen  a burning  ship.  Whore  ware  thee*  shir  a now?  He  had  loat  all 
vntactj  Had  they  succeeded  in  driving  off  the  Jananene  attackers  or  had 
tiv/y  failed?  Were  the  transports  all  right'  Furthermore,  where  were  the 
and  the  PATTERSON?  It  ia  highly  probe bl.>  that  these  and  many  other 
c;  vn  Clone  were  fleeting  through  hie  mind  as  he  < losed  the  oonbat  ara«,  Ho 
vittt  find  out  the  sad  tale  soon  enough! 

While  standing  towards  his  operating  true  at  0232,  th,v  CHICAGO  ow 
r.ou(3*d  rudar  tracking  a ship  detected  ou  his  port  hand,* 

Shortly  after  0242,  the  Cosjuand.ing  Gflhoar,  CHICAGO  reoelvod  a t- 
a&ge  frm  CTG  62,0  whioh  directed  hia»t  "Report  nituati  r,nS"**  At  024.  he 
replied;  *We  are  standing  toward  Longc  on  course  100, s** 

By  0249  h**  Esuat  have  thought  better  of  his  eooncssy  of  word*  in  reply- 
ing to  the  two  queries  of  his  ianediat*  Superior  is  Cuuwendc,  Sc  far,  he 
hs.4  laconically  stated  the  uppeneo^t  thought  in  his  own  nlrclj  but  perhaps 
ha  had  better  report  the  situate  .«  he  knew  it,  Ee  therefore  sent  an 
amplifying  report  to  CTG  62,6  ..  u,lon  stated!  "CHICAGO  nouth  of  3avo  Isl  and* 
Hit  by  torpedo.  Slightly  down  by  bow.  Bnsmy  ships  firing  tc  seaward. 
CANBERRA  burning  on  bearing  126°(T)  five  wiles  term  Savo.  Two  destroyers 
standing  by  CANBERRA.*** 

How  Coaasander  CHICAGO  Group  obtained  his  information  that  two  destroy- 
ers were  standing  by  tho  CANBERRA  .la  not  known,  as  this  information  was  in- 
correnr.  Perhaps  Ccwamuder  CHICAGO  Group  p ;’o^unsd  that  as  the  MGT3*?  end 
PA'^T-PiON  were  not  with  him  they  at u*  ; be  -vitfe  tho  CANBERRA® 

The  CHICAGO  continued  to  tr  the  - no.  iaot  on  her  port  hand 
until  03(’-6„  ah«.n  she  identic __  ...  vis-  i,s  through  the  base  as  the  PAT- 

TERSON,** The  PATTERSON  then  too’c  an  anti-aubwor in*  station  on  the  CHICAGO’S 
starboerd  boar,*  thus  reforming  the  CHICAGO  Group  to  a limited  extent. 

At  05/.2,  Cowaander  CHICAGO  Group  ohajv  >d  course  to  119°(T)  to  oloea 
area  IRAY, > At  0335  he  detected  the  CANB%  about  two  railes  astern***  end 
dirpa'ohed  the  PATTERSON  to  the  assistant  . the  CANBERRA*  which  - disabled 
and  burning  - was  lying  to,  >ut  had  not  been  sighted  previously  because  the 
visibility  in  the  rain  squalls  in  this  arts  was  very  low. 

* Action  deport,  CtiiCAGO,  concerning  Action  iigalnst  iJneisy  To  rbVsV  “August 
8th,  1842,  Guadalcanal  Area,  Serial  099,  August  13th,  .1942, 

•’*  Remarks  by  CTG  62, 6,.  Night  Action  off  Savo  Island,  August  9th,  1942, 
to  Cff  62,  August  11th,  1942. 

***  CHICAGO  Dispatch  082360,  August  1942,  to  CTF  62  and  CTG  62.3, 


- 281  - 


l 

,1 


4 


minutos  later,  at  0*37,  the  CHICAGO  slowed  to  ten  knots, ' She 
m about  eight  mile#  from  Are*',  XRAY,  whore  the  visibility  was  very  poor 
and  where  many  ships  were  milling  about  underway,*  At  034?,  when  about 
oev  >n  miles  from  Area  XKAY  and  in  the  vioinity  of  the  AUSTRALIA'S  patrol 
line,  she  slowed  tc  fiv-  knots,*  probably  as  a precautionary  measure  la 
navigation.  The  Commanding  Officer,  CHICAGO  then  reported  his  position, 
course  and  speed  to  CTG  6C.6  and  added*  'Believe  bulkheads  will  hold 
against  high  cpeed.*** 

At  0347 t the  CHICAGO  wej  onrefully  observing  the  surface  oontuote 
which  were  showing  on  her  ractar,  She  had  already  tracked  one  target  in 
particular  t*a  it  stood  in  towards  Area  XXAY,* 

it  Q41C,  tho  Commanding  Cf floor,  CrilCAGO  thought  that  he  had  observed 
heavy  gunfire  in  the  direction  of  Bavo  Island ; * Ha  probably  still  hoped 
to  enter  inv-o  a gun  duel  with  the  entmty.  Hover  r,  he  was  doomed  to  di*~ 
appointment  since  there  wore  no  on  actions  in  the  area  at  this  hour.  What 
hs  appears  to  have  n<w&rd  and  seen  wt.s  the  heavy  thunder  and  lightning  which 
wr.s  reported  by  the  &HTGRIA,  CANBERRA,  PATTERS  OK,  HOPKHiS  and  by  other 
destroyers  as  wall  in  that  genervl  area.  The  Commanding  Officer,  CHICAGO 
set  a c irue  of  29A°(T)  end  proceeded  at  about  fifteen  knots  to  investigate. * 

At  cbout  0520  he  ooamenoed  tracking  by  radar  a target  which  was  thought 
to  be  b ’sstroyer.*  In  the  low  visibility  this  ship  was  not  lighted,  nor 
war.  tho  burning  CANBERRA  detected.  However,  at  0626,  the  CHICAGO  was  11- 
1 .wins  ted  on  her  starboard  side  by  this  destroyer's  searchlight.*  The  Com- 
manding Officer,  CHICAOO  increased  speed  to  twenty  knots  to  haul  clear.* 

Although  no  orders  rad  been  given  iu  the  CHICAGO  tc  epan  fire,  the  gun 
captains  on  Number  One  aud  Number  Five  6 -in oh  gunc  opened  fire  by  percussion 
in  the  direction  of  the  searchlight.*  The  Secondary  Battery  Control  Officer 
(rtarbcvrd)  ordered]  "Csaaa  firiagj*1  and  rang  the  ouasr  firing  gong,* 

By  this  time  the  destroyer,  which  was  in  fact  the  PATT&BSOK,  was  ob- 
served to  return  thj  fire.  Whereupon,  both  t'a  starboard  6-in  oh  Control 
Officer  and  the  1.1-inoh  Control  Officer  ordered  their  batteries  to  o ca- 
ne no*  firing.*  At  this  juncture,  the  Commanding  Officer  observed  the 
PATTERSON  mike  the  wrong  eaerfenoy  identification  signal,  but  - knowing  her 
to  be  friendly  beoause  of  her  location  pursuant  to  the  orders  he  hat*  given 
her  earlier  - he  Immediately  repeated  the  ordwr  to  cease  firing.*  The 
PATTERSON  too  ceased  firing  sad  illuminating,  and  all  was  quiet  and  darkness 
*g,.»in.* 

The  CHICAGO  continued  on  ber  course  of  291°(T).  Oboe  again  he  discovered 


"‘“lotion  Report. “dtaldAG<!>7~ concerning  lotion  Against  &i«v  forces,  lugusi 
9th.  .194:,,  Guadalcanal  Area,  Serial  099,  August  13tb,  1942. 

*•“  Raas-rks  by  CTG  62.6,  Might  Action  off  Savo  Island,  Augu.t  9th,  1942,  to 
JTF  42,  August  11th,  1942. 
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nothing.  However,  n«  no  vessels  were  i.t  night  and  there  waa  no  sound  of 
gunfire,*  hr  reversed  oouree  at  C6Ct)  and  ntood  toward  tha  CANBERRA,  which 
had  signaled  bin  i-h*t  she  lied  400  nmi  otx  board.*  Au  the  CHICAGO  approached, 
»t»e  sighted  a destroyer  standing  in  toward  tbs  CjWESHRA  and  noon  identified 
her  <\e  tha  BLUE.  Tha  Cojssmdiuk  Officer,  ChIGA'10,  onco  again  acting  as  fcha 
Orcuvp  Cosoemter  rnd  interested  in  assisting  a damaged  ahip  of  his  CHICAGO 
Group,  direotad  the  HUJB  to  assist  in  taking  off  ”.s  orew  of  the  CAK9KRRA. 
Such  orders  ware  superfluous  slnue  the  BLOB  had  already  been  direct*,!  to  do 
this  by  COMOBSDr/  MGHT.**1  He  thon  reported  to  CTG  62. St  ^'Standing  by 
CA1RKHHA.  Hare  ordered  JUJB  alongside  to  take  off  remaining  400  sa»."*** 

At  0610,  the  CHICAGO  again  stood  toward  Area  XHAY  for  the  purpose  of 
■eating  the  denigoatad  time  of  being  off  hengo  Channel  for  the  06V)  wtth- 
drswal,*  At  this  tine,  tbo  Coawending  Qfiioer,  CHICAGO  reported  to  CTO 
62.6  thefcs  SELVEDGE,  PAT75HS0H,  standing  by  CAhBEHHA.  A*  proceed- 

ing to  concentration  area.  *** 

At  Q700,  the  CHICAGO  sighted  the  S&H  JUAB,  and  iwfeod  lately  thereafter 
received  a signal  fr-aa  CTG  62.4  (in  th<»  SAP  JUAN)  to  follow  hin  toward  Area 
TOO.*  The  Coawmdlng  Of  ficer,  CHICAGO  fell  in  astern  of  the  SAK  JUAB  and 
attes^iteu  to  inoreaca  speed  to  oorfem  to  that  chip's  J*o*«cvwtnt  bat  '■cut 
unable  to  miatain  any  greater  speed  than  ten  knots  because  of  the  tearing 
of  the  ruptured  plates  on  the  bow  and  because  of  the  pressure  on  bulkheads 
which  had  not  been  aufilriontly  shored  up  as  yet.* 

At  0720,  the  CHICAGO,  .pars ting  alone,  rsxseivad  a visual  message  from 
CTG  62.6  to  stand  toward  the  AUSTRALIA.  As  this  order  was  carried  out,  the 
CHICAGO  resumed  her  designated  daylight  position  in  the  screen  of  the  trans- 
ports of  Group  YFJT . • Her  operations  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  ninth 
were  in  the  capacity  of  a screening  ehip  of  TP  62, 

* * * 

During  the  entire  action,  the  CEICAGO  fired  twwncy-fire  5-inoh  shells 
out  no  8-iroh  shills.  She  received  in  return  one  shell  hit,  probably  4,7- 
inch.  She  also  received  one  torpedo  hit  in  the  bow  which  detonated,  and 
one  torpedo  hit  a® ld» hips  (starboard)  which  failed  to  detonate, 

(2)  toss  of  C-AHBERRA 

At  0220,  the  CANBERRA  was  lying  to  helplessly,  with  about  ter.  degrees 


♦ XoiXon  l^epo  rt , ftS'ISAdO,  "concerning  AotlonT'ijgaisNt  Enemy  ”?oroe«  AugusF 
9th,  1942,  Guadalcanal  Area,  Serial  099,  August  15th,  1942, 

**  Action  Report,  BLUB,  Operations  in  Solomon  Islands  on  Sight  of  August 
8tL-9th,  1942,  Serial  031,  August  12th,  1942,  and  Action  Report,  PAT- 
TBRS3S,  Engagement  with  Snemy  Surface  Ships  Sight  August  8th-Stb„  1942, 
SaTO-Oiadal  canal  Tulagi  Area,  Serial  001,  August  13th,  1912. 

*'•*  Eeaarke  by  CTG  62.6,  Sight  Action  off  Savo  I j land,  August-  9tk,  1942,  to 
01?  32,  Aixgaat  iitfc,  1P42, 
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lint  to  starboard.  Unoauti  illabio  firs  xiiirelopad  her  nduahlpa  aeotion, 
which  are*  of  th«  ahip  had  Vaen  closed  down  in  ths  hope  \±n.t  the  .fire  would 
another  itself.* 

At  about  0546,  the  PATTERSON  waa  obaenred  to  approach  and  the  Rxooutlve 
Officer,,  CANBERRA,  acting  for  the  wounded  Commanding  Officer  requeated  tnat 
the  PATT5M3CW  cose  alongaide  to.  port  and  to  aupply  lire  hosea,  Juct  at  th.i<' 
tlsue,  the  CUfJERBA"  * 4-inoh  ready  service  ^wnu^ition  bej,an  to  explode,*  #iv< 
the  CANBKREA  signaled  the  PAT'iERSONi  “you  had  better  waitl"**  Eventually 
at  about  0408-  word  waa  given  that  it  waa  oonaidered  eefj  for  the  PATTERSON 
tc  none  alongside.  The  CAKBBRRA  received  one  pu«p  (handy-billy)  and  four 
hoses  from  the  FA1TKRS0B,  and  oowo^aoed  to  fight  the  fire  amidships. 

At  0609,  the  Executive  Officer,  CARBSk&A  waa  info  need  by  the  CoBwand- 
lag  Omoei,  PA7TBRS0K  that  CTF  o2  had  dtrrot  d that  if  the  C Alt  BERRA  oouJ.d 
not  be  wade  to  ateaa  it  tine  to  join  the  general  retirement  at  0030,  ahe 
waa  to  be  abandoned  and  destroyed.*  He  looked  the  situation  over  as  regards 
the  condition  of  the  ship  end  realiied  hia  position  was  hopeless.  He  there- 
fore at  0616  gave  order*  to  atop  efforts  cc-  eav-x  the  rhip  end  prepare  to 
abandon  ship. 

At  this  a ante  time,  he  received  a warning  from  the  PATTERSON  i “Out 
all  lightsl**  He  stopped  she  ttwnefer  of  th«,  wounded.  The  PATT.3RP~"  tl«en 
imed  lately  wwnt  ah  •’ad  on  ner  engines,  casting  off  some  lines,  cutting 
others,  and  ev«s  p clng  a few  to  get  .>iear»*  As  soon  as  the  PATTERSON  waa 
clear,  the  Executive  Officer,  CANHKHR*  observed  or.  hie  port  quarter  a cruis- 
er resembling  the  CHICAGO.  He  notsd  that  the  PATTKRSCh  and  this  oruteer 
opened  fire  on  eaoh  other,  end  both  disappeared  ahead  of  the  CANBERRA  In 
the  rain  squalla  and  low  visibility. 

The  C AH  BERRA  continued  her  arr  vnger.wnta  for  abandoning  ahip,  ana  col- 
lected parties  on  the  quarterdeck  *ud  forecastle.* 

At  f^hjut  0550,  as  first  light  waa  breaking,  ahe  sighted  a destroyer 
and  then  a cruiser  on  her  port  hew.  These  turned  out  to  be  ’ll *e  BUIS  and 
the  CHICAGO,  .’caooo timely.  At  about.  0600,  the  FifTERSOh  reappeared.  The 
BLOK  oaaie  alongside  and  seoured  wi  h nr  port  bcrr  ut  0d‘:2 » the  PATTB8SGW  at 
0626  aeoured  to  her  port  quarter , * 'The  CAKBSRUd  waa  listing  about  fifteen 
degrees  to  starboard  at  this  ties. 

She  transferred  vhe  ream  letter  «ff  the  wrnrrded,  including  the  Captain, 


“5~E3pTi TTT  Tf5mCFX'X“WrsKr  XugueT'  ” 

12th,  1942,  to  C TP  44  (CTO  62.6)  crnoerning  L ae  of  HX1S  CANBERRA. 

**  Action  Report,  PATT8HSCN,  ltigagxatr.it  with  Enemy  Surfaoa  Ships  Bight 
August  8th-9th,  1942,  Saro-Cuadjlcanal-  Tulsgi  Area  to  CfP  62,  Serial 
001,  August  15th.  1942, 
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and  all  unhurt  j.eraonnoi  a*  well  to  those  iwo  destroyers,  completing  the 
transfer  by  0640.  By  this  tins,  the  CANBERRA'S  list  had  increased  to  about 
twenty  degree*  to  starboard,  and  she  was  still  fiercely  on  fire  amidships. 

The  PATTERSON  and  BLUE  departed  at  about  0645  to  Transport  Area  XRAY 
where  they  l&cer  delivered  tho  CANBERRA'S  personnel  to  the  BARNETT  and  the 
FULLER,  respectively.* 

Meanwhile,  at  0640,  the  SEL-FRIDGE  had  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
abandoned  CANBERRA.  At  0050,  she  reoeived  orders  from  Cl'F  62  io  sink  the 
CANBERRA,**  At  07.10,  she  opened  fire  on  the  CAN UiRRA  - expending  263 
rounds  of  5- inch  conmon  pro j settles  and  four  torpedoes.**  The  number  of 
sh»\l  hits  made  is  not  known,  but  ons  of  the  four  torpedoes  hit.  The  other 
three  passed  under  the  CAN3ERRA  without  exploding. 

At  the  time  the  SKLFRIDCK  was  firing  into  the  CANBERRA,  the  Cotnnanding 
Officer,  SLU5T  arrived  in  the  area.  Noting  the  SELFRIDGE  firing,  he  con- 
cluded that  the  CANBERRA  was  a disabled  Japanese  cruiser,  closed  at  full 
speed,  and  opened  fire  at  5000  yards,  scoring  several  hits.  However  he  was 
immediately  informed  by  CC8RJESR0N  POUR  that  his  target  was  thr.  CANBERRA. 

He  therefore  at  0743,  ceased  firing  after  expending  106  rounds  of  6-inch 
awBinition.  « ** 

At  0747,  as  the  CANBERRA  had  not  sunk.  COMDESRON  FOUR  direoted  the 
ELL  FT  to  oosqplete  the  job.  She  then,  at  0756,  from  close  range,  fired  one 
torpedo  into  the  starboard  side  of  the  CANBERRA  under  the  bridge  and  ob- 
served the  CANBERRA  sink  at  0800.  Then  the  SSLFRIDGK  and  ELLBT  proceeded 
toward  Area  XRAY  until  the  air  raid  warning  at  0845  direoted  them  to  form 
cruising  disposition  AC-3. 

• • * 

During  tha  entire  action,  tho  CANBERRA  fired  ru  8-inch  shells  and 
probably  fired  no  more  than  three  4-lnoh  shells,  the  exact  number  being 
inds terminate  but  certainly  few.  She  received  in  return  not  less  than 
twenty-four  8- inch  and  4.7-inoh  hits.  Despite  statements  to  the  contrary, 
she  appears  to  have  received  no  torpedo  hits. 

(3)  Operations  of  BAGLEY 

/* t 0220,  the  BA  ’LEY  was  headed  north  at  twenty-five  knots  from  her 
position  about  six  miles  southwest  of  the  center  of  Savo  Island,  proceed- 
ing to  the  destr<yer  rendezvous  five  miles  northwest  of  Savo  Island,  She 


* Report  of  (Jomdr.  J.A.Intlah,  &eouti  re  of  floor,  CANBERRA,  August  V?th, 
1942,  to  CTF  44  (CTG  62. S)  concerning  Loss  of  HUAS  CANBERRA. 

*'  Shu-  Diory,  CCMiKSRCN  FOUR  in  SKLFRIDCE,  August  9th,  1942. 

***  9f*r  Diary,  KLLST,  August  9th,  1942. 


Arrived  «t  this  randesvous  about  0500  and  slowed  u«r  speed  to  about  fif« 
te«u  knots*  She  did  iwt  report  sighting  su:y  ither  deetjroy*»rs  L'i  this  area, 
but  her  attention  wmg  drawn  to  a burning  skip  about  fire  miles  east  of 
Sato  I* land,*  After  milling  about  in  the  readesvous  area  for  wno  ~i*Pr 
and  not  receiving  any  order*,  the  Commanding  Offioer,  BAGUH  *j-peara  to 
hare  deter Kinad  that  the  night  notion  was  orer  ana  shat  the  bunding  oruia- 
or  aaet  of  Savo  Ialnnd  warranted  investigation.  If  she  ware  fr  iendly,  ha 
might  be  of  assistance?  if  *B9*y,  perhaps  he  night  a ink  her*  XU  icau 
likely  that  he  proceeded  toward  the  burning  cruises*  at  about  1400.  A*  he 
approaohed  this  oruiaer  he  *oon  identified  her  as  she  AS  TOR  II.  * At  0490, 
he  received  a visual  signal  frets  the  ASTORIA  raqusmtiag  him  to  "stand  by", 
and  then  another  request  to  oome  alongside,**  Be  «,hcrofo*e  approached  the 
ASTORIA,  bows  on,  and  tied  up  nlongsiide  her  starboard  bow  at  0646* 

The  BAGLXT  removed  approximately  460  survivor*.  including  126  wounded 
men  and  the  Commanding  Officer,  ASTORIA.  After*  removing  all  survivor*  frost 
the  ASTORIA's  forecastle,  the  BAGRJ3  backed  c Joar  and  busied  herself  with 
picking  up  other  ASTORIA  survivors  from  the  water. 

Shortly  before  daylight,  light*  wore  observed  on  the  after  main  deck 
of  the  ASTORIA**  The  Coemmnding  Officer,  BAG34Y,  noting  that  there  was  no 
severe  fire  aft  on  the  ASTORIA  and  that  the  A&fORIA  appeared  in  no  in* 
mediate  danger  aft?  and  that  the  f^re  on  the  hangar  and  midship*  was  dar- 
ing out,  decided  to  recover  the  personnel  in  tie  mater  firjt.  Re,  tierv* 
fore,  signalled  the  party  on  the  stern  of  the  ASTORIA  that  they  had  been 
seen,  and  continued  hie  rescue  operations.  During  the  rmmlaing  darkness, 
the  BAfSJKT  recovered  the  ASTORIA  survivors  mho  had  boom  driven  overboard 
Ed  the  ASTORIA  f\ree  emiuehipf*- 

At  0646  (full  daylight) , the  BtaUBT  went  alongside  the  s.’arV^rd 
quarter  of  the  ASTORIA  to  return  on  beard  the  A3T0RIA  the  Commanding  Of- 
fiosr,  ASTORIA  and  oertaln  repair  personnel  *•  £.t  the  seme  time,  she  re- 
ceived the  ASTORIA' o wounded  as  mil  as  other  personnel  not  required  ter 
salvage  work.  She  thca  booked  clear  and  stood  by,  continuing  to  rescue 
personnel  from  the  water  in  the  vicinity.  At  th.  e time,  she  received  sur- 
vivors fro*  all  three  cruisers  (VISCtSbAS,  qpiBCT  and  ASTORIA).* 

At  0900,  she  observed  an  unknown  nlnoemsopor.,  which  turned  out  to  be 
the  HQPKIM8,  standing  in  from  the  west  o,  3*vr.  Island.,  She  requested  the 
UOPEnfS  to  stand  by  the  ASTORIA  while  she  proceeded  to  the  transport  Area 
to  transfer  the  wounded  and  other  survivors.* 

Shs  transferred  the  survivors  to  the  PBWX HB*  JAC19CW,  and  taen  took 


'*  loilon  Report,  ikdlXi,  fight  'fegagmasni  Anguat  IWBTJ' "^ule^l-Ottal- 

alowud  Area,  Serial  016,  August  A 3th,  1942* 

**  Action  Report,  AETCRJA,  Battle  ct  Stem  Island,  Serial  A^bT/Ald-S/^OCinJO) 
August  20th,  1942, 


up  her  daylight  worsening  station  Jn  Transport  Area  YOKE.*’ 

* * * 

During  tho  entire  action  th*  BAGLEY  fired  no  project!,  as  at  the  eneo~r. 
She  fired  four  torpedoes,  ell  of  whioh 

(4)  Operations  of  PATTERSON 

At  0220,,  the  PaTISRSGN  was  heading  vest  to  pass  south  of  Cavo  Island 
and  her  C *r ’-.ending  Officer  intended,  when  olexr  to  awtrsard,  to  proceed  to 
the  rendesTous  point  five  miles  northwest  of  Savo  Island.  Bar  movements 
ur«  revealed  by  tho  fact  tint  the  CHICAGO,  whioh  was  standing  in  toward 
eastward,  ocmmenoed  rtvdsr  tracking  the  PATTERSON  st  02S2  and  sub* aquently 
identified  her  at  0306.**  The  FATYBRIOH  thereafter  tncW  station  on  the 
•terloard  bow  of  the  CHICAGO,** 

The  Cosnandlng  Officer,  PATTERSON  nates  no  mention  of  it  in  his  re- 
port, but  the  presence  of  the  CHICAGO  caused  him  to  change  his  plan  of 
proceeding  tr  the  destroyer  rendezvous  to  that  of  screening  the  CHICAGO* 

He  tick  station  on  hsr  borr  apparently  without  orders. 

At  0312,  the  PATTERS  0./  confer  and  to  the  CHICAGO’S  change  of  course  to 
119°(t)  and  continued  with  her  st  twelve  knots  toward  transport  Area  XRAY,  «* 
En  rout*  she  observed  the  burning  CANBERRA  to  port.  At  0335,  when  in  a 
position  about  nine  stiles  front  Are#  XRAY,  uhe  received  orders  from  the 
CHICAGO  to  close  and  stand  by  the  CANBERRA.*** 

As  she  approached  ths  CANBERRA*  the  Conmanding  Officer,  PATTED  UN 
learned  that  the  CANBERRA  was  unable  to  oope  witn  the  nmny  fire*,  u«  r®= 
oeired  a request  from  her  to  oosw  alongside  the  windward  side  aaidships 
and  to  lurnish  hoses  for  fighting  fire.  He  oould  see  violent  explosions 
on  the  CANBERRA  at  irregular  intervals  and  because  of  these  he  was  signaled 
from  the  CANBERRA*  "You  had  better  wait,"*** 

The  weather  In  this  area  a«  tha  tine  o (insisted  of  heavy  min  squalls 
uooompsnlsd  with  thunder  uad  lightning;  the  visibility  was  less  than  one 
wile,  and  sufficient  wind  had  risen  to  wake  the  sea  choppy,***  These 
rain  squalls  helped  to  quench  tho  fires  on  the  CAHB8HRA  as  they  had  done  at 
about  the  saw*  time  os  the  burning  ASTORIA. 


SpiH  -wswr  w^nfcii^uCT^T 

aloanol  Area,  Serial  01$,  August  13th,  1942* 

••  Action  Report,  CHICAGO*  concerning  Action  Against  Enesy  Force*  August 
9th,  1942  Guadalcanal- Yilagi  Aiwa,  Serial  090,  August  13th,  1942, 

*•*  Action  import,  PATTXRSOtf,  ftAgegsaumt  with  Enemy  Surface  Ships,  Night 
August  8th- 9th,  in  Bavo-Ouad&JLc waal -Tulagl  Area,  Serial  001,  August 
13th,  1942, 


Ehomtuelly,  at  about  0408,  the  PATTERSON  wni,  alongside  this  port  mid- 
ships a action  of  the  CANBERRA,  since  the  latter  v as  Hating  about  ten  de- 
grees to  starboard,*  Hoses  and  handy  billies  Tore  sent,  across  to  the 
CANBERRA  and  fire  fighting  cowruscced,  The  PATTERSON  started  rationing  the 
wnundf'd  from  the  CANBERRA  across  browa,  in  small  boat*;,  riid  tTven  in  cargo 
nets.*'  At  0410,  the  Commanding  Off ioer,  PATTERSON  reported,  to  CTF  62  that 
the  CANBERRA  was  out  of  commission. 

At  a few  minutes  before  050C,  a dispatch  was  received  from  CTP  62 
which  atatedt  "It  is  urgent  for  this  force  depart  this  area  0630,,"  Almost 
Immediately  another  message  from  CTF  62  addressed  to  OTG  52,6  was  inter- 
cepted in  the  PATTERSON  esi  "If  CANBERRA  cannot  join  retirement  in  time, 
she  should  be  destroyed  before  departure,"** 

This  latter  message  was  read  to  the  ComiuandJng  Officer,  CANBERRA  (the 
Executive  Officer  was  acting)  , who  then,  made  the  decision  to  abandon  ship. 
Before  executing  this  decisior  to  abandon,  nowevor,  *11  wounded  ware  re- 
moved to  the  PATTERSON  and  the  orew  of  the  CANBERRA,  to  f*w  man,  stayed 
aboard  until  this  was  accomplished, 

TJhile  removing  the  wounded  at  about  0510,  the  PATTERSON  made  a surface 
radar  contact  on  her  port  quarter  at  8000  yards  sr,,i  noted  that  it  decreased 
in  range  slowly. 

At  Coir,  COMDESDIV  EIGHT  (in  the  PATTERSON)  requoeted  r.ho  BUTE  to 
prooeod  to  the  assistance  of  the  CANBERRA , ***  The  PATTERSON  cast,  off  all 
lines  and  Btood  clear.  The  CANBERRA  was  alerted  and  all  lights  were  ex- 
tinguished  aboard.  The  PATTERSON  challenged  the  strange  vhip  three  timos, 

v . • , a — — r „ . . m T « , a,  a ^ 

W»U  t/  I UUDl  *OU  AAO  1 #T"r'r 

At  0525,  when  the  range  had  clooed  to  3000  yards,  the  PATTERSON  il- 
luninated  the  strange  ship  with  searchlight,  and  vas  immediately  fired 
upon.  The  PATTERSON  returned  the  fire  with  three  salvos  of  5-inch  shells. 

The  Conrmnding  Offioer,  PATTERSON  noted  the  strange  ship  appeared 
somewhat  like  the  CHICAGO,***  He  therefore  firod  the  emergency  identifica- 
tion signal  (which  the  CHICAGO  reported  was  incorrect.);****  and  he  ordered 


* Action  Report,  Pa'i'I^RSW!,  Engagement  with  Enemy  Surface  Ship's  Sight 
August  8th-9th,  in  Savo-Guadalcanal-Tulagi  Area,  Serial  001,  August 
13th,  1942, 

**  CTF  62  Dispatch  081735,  August  1942  and  Action  Report,  PATTERSON  En- 
gagement with  Enemy  Surface  Ships,  Night  August  8th-9th,  in  Ssvo- 
Guadaluanal-Tulagi  Area,  Serial  001,  August  13th,  1942, 

***  Action  Report,  BLUE,  Operations  in  Solomon  Islands  on  Night  of  August 
8th-9th,  1942,  3erial  031,  August  12th,  1942, 

****  Aotion  Report,  CHICAGO,  concerning  Action  Against  Enemy  Forces,  August 
Stu,  1942,  Guadalcanal-Tu] agi  Area,  Serial  099,  August  13th,  1942, 


“’-lease  fir.tagi**  Tho  strands  ship  (which  was  actually  the  CHICAGO)  and  the 
PASTKRSOR  oeased  firing*  Fortunately,  no  hita  were  node. 

The  PATTSRSGN  returned  to  th*  CANBERRA  »t  daylight  to  resume  her  work 
of  taking  off  the  survivor?.  By  this  time  the  j, 1st  on  the  CANBERRA  had 
increased  to  fifteen  degrees.  CUMPSSDIV  BIGHT  then  reported  to  CTG  62,6 
that  tha  CANBERRA  tai  abandoning  ship,  tliat  he  had  rescued  the  entire  crew, 
and  would  oink  her4  This  sassage  wae  released  before  the  PATTERSON  had 
aoocwpiiahed  the  rescue  elusion,  and  it  mis  cither  garbled  in  transmission 
or  was  mi  raiders toed  by  CTG  62,6  on  retention.  This  seems  so,  for  the 
PATTERS OH  did  not  eonplete  her  rescue  work  'until  0640  end  even  then  did 
not  resouethe  entire  crew,** 

In  the  meantime,  the  BT>01S  lad  arrived  and  had  gone  alongside  the  port 
bow  of  the  CANBERRA  at  0622,  Tiiq  PATTERSON  then  returned  alongside  the 
CANBERRA,  tills  ti w»  on  her  port  quarter  as  the  HLUS  eased  forward  to  tha 
port  bow, 

3y  0640,  ail  survivors  hud  been  removed.  The  BLUE  h^d  taken  off  250 
survivors  from  the  forecastle,  and  the  PATTERSON  had  taken  off  the  remain- 
der - 400  Burri/ors,  including  seventy  wounded  men.  The  PATTERSON,  having 
been  relieved  of  the  task  of  sinking  the  CANBERRA  by  the  SELFRIDGE,  pro- 
ceeded to  tranaport  Are*  XTcAY  and  later  transferred  all  the  CANBERRA  sur- 
vivors, and  uijrjvt  wounded  «en  of  her  ra  crow  act  well,  to  the  3ARNET1 . 

* « e 

UuriuK  tho  entire  acti os,  tho  PATTERSON  fired  thirty-three(T)  5-inoh 
projeotils*  at  tho  enamy,  She  fired  no  torpedoes.  She  received  in  return 
one  5,6-ioah  hit, 

(b)  OPERATIONS  OF  VISCENNB3  GROUP 


(!)  boss  of  ViKCKVKES 

At  0220  the  VINCENNES,  in  position  bearing  066°(T)  distant-  8400  yards 
from  sirut  oarttwr  of  Savo  Island8  was  daad  in  the  water  and  preparing  to 
abesdan  ship.*** 

kt  0250,  vain  the  list  had  inorceead  so  that  it  vas  apparent  that  tha 


* Xo^ion  ITfep ori,  ON , Kr.ga i:,eafcht  with  Enemy  Surface-  Ships  Si^t 

August  Gth-9th,  in  Savo-Gua&*l-yan*A-?;ilagi  Area,  Serial  001,  August 
l&th,  1942, 

**  GKO  62,6  (CW  44)  Dispatch  08192?,  August  1942,  to  CWSONESPAC  and 
A.C.tf.'d,  (Australian  Com? .to owes  1th  Naval  hoard), 

**»  AdtJon  Ruport  VINCENNES,  Report  of  A-.tiou  St: tween  ”38  VINCENN&1  and 
Japanese  Heavy  Cruiaers  Near  £la,vo  2*lano.  on  Right  of  August  8th-9th, 
1942,  Serial  0022,  Augutt  16th,  19-62. 


ship  could  not  remain  nflout,  th#  Consw. Hiding  Officer  gave  the  order  to 
abandon  ship**  During  the  next  twenty  minutes  the  crew  of  the  VINCSINES 
were  lowering  the  wounded  over  the  side  to  life  rafts  and  abandoning  the 
ship  while  she  continued  to  heel  more  to  port,* 

It  0240*  the  Coananding  Officer  left  the  bridge  and  p.  uceeded  to  the 
superstructure  deck  to  eigrervise  and  to  expedite  the  abandonment,  for  he 
realised  the  thip  would  soon  turn  orer*  At  this  time,  he  passed  the  word 
along  for  al>  remaining  personnel  to  get  off  imaed?  ately « * 

At  0260*  the  water  had  reached  the  deok  on  which  he  was  standing*  and 
he  ooomenoed  swimming.*  The  ship  sank  at  0250,  and  the  foremast  struck  the 
water  just  a few  feet  from  where  the  Commanding  Officer  was  swimming  clear,* 

Destroys?-*  appeared  at  0615  and  ooamenoed  rescue  operations  of  the 
VnCKKdES*  survivors.  By  0320  they  had  recovered  the  personnel  on  the  raft 
to  which  the  Comeandlng  Officer  was  clinging* 

* • • 

In  connection  with  the  loss  of  the  7DICRVH8S*  th*  Bureau  of  Ships 
stated  that  the  doaage  to  the  VDfCKHHBS  was  so  extensive  that  its  loes  w.  s 
inevitable)  that  it  is  not  possible  for  any  lightly  protected  vessel  to 
absorb  suoh  punishment  and  survive*  The  Bureau  also  stated  that  fires  were 
a major  contributing  factor,** 

• * • 

During  tho  entire  action,  the  VIHCBHHB3  filed  about  thirty-three  8- 
inch  shills  and  about  'rresty  5-issh  shells*  the  *a*t  ausb*r  is  each  ease 
being  indeterminate.  She  received  in  return  fifty-neveo  aotual  8 -inch, 

6. 5 ~ in oh  and  4*7-inoU  hits  with  a possibility  of  not  lees  then  seventeen 
more*  a total  of  seventy-four  hits****  She  also  received  two  torpedo  hits* 

(2)  Lose  of  QUIICT 

at  0220*  the  QUXHCY  wnc  drifting  to  the  eastward  in  a position  bearing 
067°(T),  distant  12,000  yard*  from  the  center  of  8«vo  Island.  The  KIM70A3A, 
last  whip  in  the  Japanese  soltasn*  passed  about  2200  yards  from  the  QUDJCY. 
The  whole  attention  of  the  QUHK7V  personnel  at  this  time  was  devoted  to 
abandoning  ship.  The  ship  wss  listing  ha  rily  to  port*  the  forecastle  was 


VI0>fon  Seport*  ▼gaaMTIS^TE  oTTc^l^" 


Japanese  Heavy  Cruisers  Hear  Servo  Island  on  light  of  August  8*h~9th* 
1942*  Serial  0022*  August  18th*  1942. 

**  Loss  in  Action  QUIHCl,  ASTORIA,  viHCHWHES,  Battle  of  Savo  Island,  August 
9th,  1942*  War  Damage  Report  Ho*  29,  HavShips  29(574),  Bureau  of  {Ships* 
Mary  Department,  suae  12th*  1943*  page  1. 


awash  and  thu  water  wa*  rapidly  approaching  the  ooawdhig  on  the  port  aid* 
of  the  gun  dk*ok.  The  after  part  of  the  ship  was  ablase. 

The  senior  officer  in  the  forward  part  of  the  ship  was  the  Gunnery 
Officer,  who  grve  the  order  to  those  in  bis  area  to  abandon  ship.  This 
officer  was  later  the  Senior  Surviving  Officer  of  the  QJTDfCY,  but,  as  &a* 
been  pointed  out  earlier,  he  did  not  know  it  at  that  tine.  Life  preservers 
were  broken  out,  life  rafts  end  floater  note  were  out  loose,  and  all  float* 
able  objects.  Including  empty  5- inch  shell  tanks  were  thrown  into  the  water. 

At  0236,  the  gun  deek  was  awash  end  about  a ainute  later,  the  bow  vent 
under.  The  ship  was  is  her  death  throes  and  wank  about  0238,  going  down 
by  the  bow  and  rolling  to  port.* 

* * e 

In  connection  with  the  loas  of  the  QPD&CT,  the  Bureau  of  Ships  stated 
that  daaaga  to  QUIBCY  was  so  axteneive  that  It*  less  me  Inevitable;  that 
it  is  sot  possible  for  any  lightly  protected  vessel  to  absorb  such  pvatlrb- 
sent  erd  aurrivc.  The  Bureau  also  stated  that  fires  were  a major  oortribut- 
ing  factor.** 

* e a 

During  the  entire  action,  the  3UDTCT  fired  twwaty-oa  8- inch  shells 
and  no  5-inoh  sheila.  She  reoelved  in  return  thirty-a Is  voted  8-irah, 

5. 5- inch  and  1,7 -inch  hits  with  « possibility  of  t t lea*  than  eighteen 
more  - a total  of  f if ty*f our  hita,***  She  also  r®o*  red  thrae  torpedo 
hits. 

(3)  Lose  of  ASTORIA 

At  0220,  the  ASTORIA  was  in  a position  bearing  Q78cTl)  distant  10,760 
yards  from  the  center  of  Save  Island.  Her  b tm  was  headed  on  18S°(T)  but  aha 
awe  drifting  approximately  Along  220°(T). 

For  the  next  two  bor.rs  the  party  of  300  assn  on  the  forecastle,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  >>*»  ending  Cfflcar,  asecaiblsd  aeweuty  wounded  men 
together  and  attended  thoetj  gathered  aany  deed  preparatory  to  burial;  «nd 
organised  bucket  brigades  under  the  direction  of  tho  Fir?4-  Lieutenant,  who 


* Action  Xoporfc,  lEgagaSraS'  Vornlng  AugSsC'3^x,"T5S  ofF  Quadtal* 

canal  Island  by  Lieut.  Cota  dr.  B.  B.  Snubtrgtr,  tfste*  Senior  Surviving 
Offioer,  Serial  CAS9/A18-S/(OOd)!seo,  August  lSth,  1242. 

**  Loss  in  Action  QUXHCY,  ASTORIA,  'FmcriUSS,  Battle  of  **s2ve  Island, 

August  9th,  1942,  Tfcr  Damage  Report  So,  29,  BavShipa  2S»'374),  Bureau  of 
Ships,  Havy  Dopertwant,  Juns  12th,  1913,  page 

***  Ibid,  Plato  IV. 
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reported  up  frou  Central  Static:*.  Some  progrea.j  was  tauCe  against  the 
firea.  The  party  on  the  min  deck  aft  whose  presence  was  '.'-ompletely  un- 
known  co  the  Comnanding  Officer  and  which  was  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Executive  Officer,  engaged  in  similar  salvage  work  ar,d  worked  forward  to 
the  wall  deck  againet  the  raging  fires.  Turret  III  was  kept  manned  and 
loaded  (without  primers  being  inserted)  for  a ti;re  in  c»3e  the  enemy  should 
ret.  ro  to  sink  tha  ASTORIA.  The  magazine  of  this  turret  eventually  had  to 
be  f,  oodea. 


In  the  meantime,  the  Engineer  Officer  reported  to  the  Executive  Of- 
ficer and  gave  an  optimistic  appraisal  of  thr,  condition  of  tha  engineering 
spaces.  Tho  ship  had  only  a three  degree  Hat  tc  port  which  was  not  in- 
creasing. It  was  believed  by  theaa  officers  that  the  ship  oould  be  saved. 
About  04CC,  n rain  squall  set  in  and  aided  considerably  in  quenching  fires 
topside. 

About  0130,  the  BAGLEY  was  observed  approeching  the  ASTORIA.  The 
Commanding  Officer,  ASTORIA  signalled  the  BAGLEY  to  “stand  by".  She  wac 
then  requested  to  come  alongside  tha  ASTORIA'S  starboard  bow  with  her  own 
starboard  bow,  keeping  her  stern  in  the  cioardieed  of  the  ASTORIA.  At 
0145,  the  RAGLRY  came  alongside  ir  this  manner.  The  wounded  were  moved 
across  to  her,  and  then  all  survivors  on  the  forecastle,  including  the 
Cosnrmnding  Officer,  were  transferred  to  tha  BAGLEY. » 


As  the  RAGLE?  bv.cked  clear,  the  Commanding  Officer,  ASTORIA  requested 
the  BAGLEY  to  stand  bv  until  daylight  so  that  an  examine t Ion  of  the  ship 
oould  be  made  and  the  possibility  of  salvage  determined. * The  Commanding 
Officer  thought  at  this  time  that  he  had  evacuated  all  hands  and  did  not 


r*a1  ii  ja 

raacu** 


iinu  «6r6  OU  tun  foutuil  »v»ltiug 


At  a iout  0450,  tho  BAGLEY  made  a report  of  the  situation  as  regarded 
the  ASTORIA  to  CTF  62  o\  " TBS  voice  radio.  It  is  probuble  th*\t,  witn  this 
exchange  of  oowrauaioations,  CTF  62  requested  information  about  the  VINCEN- 
NES and  QUINCY  and  was  told  that  these  ships  were  not  in  sight. 

At  this  time,  the  Executive  Officer,  on  the  after  main  deok  of  the 
ASTORIA,  attracted  the  RAGUSY's  attention  by  flashing  lights  (no  me e sages).*-* 
He  was  immediately  answered  by  flashing  light  from  the  EAGLET.  Eg  thus 
knew  that  his  presence  was  Irocwr  to  the  BA'LSY,  This  mi  reassuring  also  to 
tha  other  personnel  who  were  on  the  after  main  deck  with  the  Executive  Of- 
ficer. 


* Action  Report,  ASTORIA,  battle  of  Savo  IsYend,  Serial  iySf/kl^-i/rOOlSOO)  - 
August  20th,  1942. 

**  Letter  August  19th,  1942  frc;a  Commander  F.K.  Sbcup,  U3V,  Executive  Officer, 
ASTORIA  to  Commanding  Officer  concerning  Right  Cruiser  Action  off  Savo 
Inland,  early  morning  August  9th,  1942,  para.  IS, 
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At  0545  (full  daylight),  the  MGLEf  planed  her  bcrr  alongside  the  star- 
board quarter  of  the  AS TORIA.  The  Coraait  iding  Officer,  ASTORIA  then  learned 
that  his  Executive  Officer  and  Chief  Engineer  were  present,  These  officers 
advised  him  there  was  a good  chance  of  salvaging  the  ship-* 

The  Coswanding  Officer,  ASTORIA  thereupon  placed  on  board  the  ASTORIA 
a salvage  crew  consisting  of  two  deck  divisions,  the  C & E force,  engineers, 
eleo+r ioians,  ship  control  force,  etcetera,  totaling  about  325  men  and  all 
officers  who  were  not  wounded.  The  Commanding  Officer  toolc  charge,  by 
0600,  all  the  wounded  from  the  fantail  of  the  ASTORIA  and  all  the  others, 
rot  needed  for  the  derange  control  operations,  ht.d  been  transferred  aboard 
the  BAGLEY,  whioh  then  showed  off.** 

At  06UQ,  the  list  on  the  ASTORIA  was  still  three  degrees  to  port.  Tills 
list  later  increased  because  of  three  8-inch  holes  on  the  port  side  just 
above  the  water  line,  one  abreast  of  firerooa  Number  One  and  several  others* 
Fire  fighting  by  bucket  brigades  went  forward  in  an  energetic  manner.  The 
Engineer  Officer  attempted  uncaocassfully  to  get  power  and  to  ralao  steam. 

At  0915,  the  Commending  Officer,  ASTORIA  hailed  the  H0PKPJ5,  as  she 
came  within  hailing  distance,  and  requested  her  to  tow  the  ASTORIA  into 
shallow  water  off  Guadalcanal.  About  0915,  la  ordered  the  MEL3I  and  fflLSON 
(through  the  HOPKINS'  TBS  radio)  to  screen  th  > ASTORIA  and  HOPKINS  during 
this  towing  operation.  (An  air-raid  alert  hi*!  just  bee.i  broadcast  about 
twenty-five  minutes  befero.)** 

The  HOPKINS  succeeded  in  swinging  the  ASTORIA* a stern  around  to  the 
southeast,  and  by  1100  was  proooeding  nioely,  though  with  some  difficulty. 

In  the  meantime,  (probably  before  1045).  the  Corsnndin-  Officer.  ASTORIA 
had  filed  a message  on  the  HOPKINS  to  CTF  62,  reporting  the  conditions  and 
the  hope  that  oho  ASTORIA  might  be  salvaged  if  power  and  water  to  fight 
fire  could  be  provided,** 

At  1100,  whan  Vne  air  raid  alert  was  secured,  the  Commanding  Officer, 
ASTORIA,  directed  the  IVILSON  - which  had  been  orderod  by  CTF  62  to  assist 
the  ASTORIA  - to  close  and  fight  fire  on  the  ASTORIA.  The  WILSON  went 
alongside  her  with  all  fire  hcaeo  going,  tied  up  forward,  en.l  put  over  a 
working  party  to  assist  the  ASTORIA'  * party.  At  this  time,,  tho  ASTORIA's 
turret  SI,  conning  tower,  and  lower  bridge  structure  were  still  burning 
fiercely. 

In  th*  meantime,  the  fire  below  decks  in  the  ASTORIA  was  increasing. 


♦Tetter  August  1*5^17,*" T3^?  from  "(lomman de  r Y,  if.  "sKoup  ,~tf5  .\? , Execut ive  Officer , 
ASTORIA  to  Commanding  Officer  concerning  Night  Cruiser  Action  off  Save 
Island,  early  morning  August  Nth,  1942,  para.  .16, 

*u  Action  Report  ASTORIA.,  Battls  of  Sssvo  Island,  Ser'al  AP 37/ A1 6- 3/(00500) , 
August  2 Out i , 1942. 


Frequent  Mall  explonions  were  heard  and  the  list  to  port  bed  increased  to 
about  ten  degree**  At  about  1100*  a aueh  heavier  explosion  was  heard  which 
turned  out  to  he  the  forward  aagasinear  The  ship  now  begab  to  lnarease  he 
list  to  port** 

At  1119*  Cff  62  ordered  the  HORXXHS*  by  TBS  radio*  to  oast  loose  her 
tow  and  return  the  survivors  she  had  aboard  to  Area  XRAY  when  relieved  by 
the  BDCHaNAI  at  about  1146.**  CT?  62  also  ordered  the  WI130*  and  HBJt  to 
Area  XMY  to  discharge  the  cutvivora  when  the  BUCEHUJI  arrived  to  stand  by 
the  ASTORIA. 


At  1140,  UUIKSCfl  TWO  in  the  EOPSIHS  ordered  ESLL.  and  VXLSOi  to  pro- 
ceed with  HGPK1R3  to  Area  XRAT.  She  therefore*  at  1148*  dropped  the  tow 
line  end  departed.**  At  1167*  the  KTLSCB,  upon  being  relieved  ty  the 
BOOHARAK,  also  oast  loose  and  prooeedad  to  join  the  KOPSIWS  and 

At  1200*  the  BTJCHAXAV  attempted  to  cone  alongside  the  starboard  bow 
of  the  ASTORIA  to  pump  water.  By  this  tlae*  however*  the  ASTORIA  was  list" 
ing  about  fifteen  degrees  to  port  and  it  became  evident  she  was  shipping 
water  through  the  B-lnoh  hol«,a  along  her  port  aide  cn  the  second  d?dic  level* 
and  that  she  oouid  not  remain  afloat  much  longer.* 


The  Coarwiim  Off ioor,  ASTORIA  therefore  requested  the  B0CKA1AI  to 
stand  by  the  starboard  quarter*  and  he  directed  all  hands  to  assemble  on 
the  stern  of  the  ASTORIA.* 


At  1208*  when  the  port  waterway  of  the  wain  deck  was  swash,  the  Coe- 
Mudlng  Officer  gave  the  ordyri  “Abandon  Ship l*  All  hands  went  osar  ths 
side.  9y  this  tins,  the  ALCSXBA  had  arrived*  pursuant  to  orders  free  GIF 
62  to  take  the  wiSfil*  Is.  w— «= 

The  SOCHAHAM  lterened  two  ao  or  whaleboat*  to  piok  <p  the  survivors,  but 
departed  Immediately  to  traok  a "submarine  contact".  In  th»  meantime*  the 
ALCHItF  commenced  picking  up  survivors.* 


The  ASTORIA  turned  over  on  her  port  beam,  then  rolled  slowly  as  »he 
settled  by  the  stem  so  that  the  keel  under  her  bow  raised  a few  feet  above 
the  water  before  she  disappeared  below  the  surface  at  1216.*  Her  position 
of  sinking  was  bearing  126^(T)*  distent  7700  yards  from  the  center  of  »avo 
Island. 


After  the  ASTORIA  sank*  the  ALCHIB&  recovered  thirty-two  survivors  frea 
the  water*  rafts  and  boats.*** 

~STe3Ion  'Skro  TnV53TSSH'*V  jttWTgrg-y, T&mV 

August  20th*  1942. 

*•  Letter  August  12th*  1942  from  Lieut.  W.T.  Button,  USB*  Executive  Officer* 
H0PKIF8  to  riMMHUling  Officer  concerning  3ngage*Mt&t  la  Osedaloanel- 
Florida  Area*  August  7th- 9th,  1942,  ps«r  IS. 

"**  ?<ar  Diary  ALCHIHA,  August  9th*  1 9id. 
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Meanwhile,  the  90CHANAM  attacked  the  suhroarin©  contoot  which  we  a con- 
sidered doubtful,  with  two  30C-pound  depth  ohargrs.  She  then  returned  an/*, 
picked  up  the  remitting  survivor*  inoludin  , the  Captain  of  the  ASTORIA. 

She  finally  recovered  S60  officers  and  men  which  she  transferred  to  the 
tr  iSIlTSIT  JACAS01.  * 


* * * 

In  connection  with  the  loss  of  the  A3  TOR  LA,  the  Bureau  of  Ships 
statedt  'Structural  damage  to  the  ASTORIA  was  not  such  that  loss  of  the 
vessel  was  inevitable.  The  fires  whioh  resulted,  however,  effectively  pre- 
vented control  of  the  damage.  Fires  oould  not  be  controlled  because  of  the 
initial  lask  of  certain  faoilitirs,  the  destruction  of  some  facilities 
Initially  available,  and  the  faot  that  oertain  others  were  inoperable  be- 
cause of  a lack  of  newer,  Thus  damage  end  uncontrolled  fires  resulted  in 
the  lose  of  the  ASTORIA-** 


* * * 

IXuring  the  entire  notion,  the  ASTORIA  fired  about  fifty-three  8-inoh 
shells  and  fifty-nine  b-lnoh  shslle.  She  received  in  return  thirty-four 
actual  8-inoh,  5.5-inoh  and  4, 7-in  oh  hits  with  a possibility  of  not  less 
than  twenty-nine  more  - a total  of  sixty-three  hits.***  She  received  uo 
torpedo  hits. 

(4)  Operations  of  HELM  and  WILSOX 

At  0220,  the  HFI1S  was  10, COO  yards  due  north  of  Savo  Island,  proceed- 
ing to  the  westward  at  thirty  knots  to  investigate  the  action  whioh  was 
being  fought  between  the  RALPH  TALBOT  and  the  Japanese  Western  Group. 

At  about  0225,  she  identified  the  RALPH  T&LhOt  as  * friendly  destroyer 
when  she  we*  •silhouetted  by  a flash  of  lightning.  She  did  not  see  any  other 
ship  at  thi#  tine.  The  firing  f ran  the  RALPH  TALBOT  had  lasted  for  only  a 
few  icore  stive*. 

At  about  0230,  the  HELM  was  sure  that  e?l  aotion  nad  ceased.  She  sr.w 
no  further  Indication  of  the  RALPH  TALBOT’ s being  in  contact  with  the  enway 
or  of  being  in  trouble.  The  HELM  continued  on  tewurd  the  rendezvous  point 
five  miles  northwest  cf  Savo  Island.**** 


' * War  ViaryV"  August  iRSK^  I&4Z.  “ — 

**  Loss  in  Aotion  QOIHCY,  ASTORIA,  VINCEHMBS,  Battle  of  3avo  lalena, 

August  9th,  1942,  War  Damage  Report  #29,  HavShips  29(374),  Bureau  of 
Ships,  Havy  Department,  June  12th,  1942,  page  1. 

***  Ibid,  Plate  V. 

****  Aotion  Report,  T3CAI,  light  off  Savo  Island,  Sol  aeon  Islands, 

August  9th,  1942,  3erial  DD388/A16* August  14th,  1942. 


Meanwhile,  tha  LILSOH  was  heading  to  the  southward  to  pass  areuxiu 
Savo  It  land.  At  0220,  she  *as  about  6650  yards  on  bearing  083°(T)  from 
the  oar ter  of  Savo  Island.  Sho  proceeded  south  at  fifteen  knots  until  she 
was  cle.vr  of  Savo  Island,  then  changed  course  to  270°(T)  until  she  had 
reached  tho  open  sou.  She  then  proceeded  northwesterly  past  Save  Island 
to  the  i.olnt  of  rendezvous  five  milei1  northwest  of  that  island,  where  aha 
arrived  at  0400. 

At  0430,  the  HELM  which  had  previously  arrived  in  the  rendezvous  area, 
was  joined  in  column  by  the  WILSON. 

At  0538,  as  daylight  was  breaking,  the  Cotsnanding  Officer,  HELM  heard 
by  TBS  voice  radio  that  the  SELFBI’OOE  and  MUGFCRI),  which  were  in  the  same 
area  na  he,  were  returning  to  the  transport  area,  Ha  then  ordered  the 
WILSON  to  return  with  him  toward  Area  XRAY  and  to  piok  up  any  survivor* 
encountered  en route  , He  cot  the  course  for  the  WILSON  and  HELM  toward  the 
scene  of  the  night  action  with  the  VINCENNES  Group.* 

At  0620,  he  comme.ioed  rescuing  survivors  in  the  vicinity  of  tho  posi- 
tion in  whijh  the  VINCENNES  had  sunk.*  At  0640,  the  WILSON  ootnaenced  pick- 
ing up  QUIlfOY  survivor  a e 

At  070b,  the  WILSON  made  an  underwater  sound  contact  which  she  thought 
ms  a submarine,  but  - on  tracking  it  - lost  the  contact  in  a few  minutes. 

Rescue  ''perations  were  continued  by  both  the  WILSON  and  the  HELM  until 
the  reoaipt  t.t  about  0915  of  an  order  from  the  Commanding  Officer,  ASTORIA, 
through  COMMINRGH  TWO  in  ths  HOPKINS,  to  aoreen  the  ASTORIA.  By  this  time, 
the  HELM  h«d  recovered  1*5  vurvivore  from  raft*,  and  from  the  water.  Of 
these  survivor e,  one  waa  Iran  tha  QUINCY,  three  were  from  the  ASTORIA  and 
171  were  from  the  VINCENNES.*  Tha  WILSON  by  tills  time  had  reoowared  211 
survivors,  all  that  bad  been  in  sight  up  to  this  time,** 

The  nCTll  und  WILSON  then  proceeded  to  the  vioinity  of  the  ASTORIA  end 
provided  an  anti-aircraft  and  anti-submarine  screen  until  1100.  At  that 
time,  the  WILSON  was  ordered  to  fight  fires  on  tha  ASTORIA.**  She  went 
alongside  that  ship  forward  with  all  fire  hoses  going,  and  tied  up.  Tha 
Commanding  Officer,  WILSON  put  a working  party  aboard  to  assist  the  ASTORIA 
fire  party,  Th*  HSTU  continued  to  stand  by  in  a screening  position,,  The 
t Ir  :cid  (predicted  at  about  0J00)  had  not  developed  by  1100,  but  tha  sub- 
marine contacts,  vdiich  had  been  reported,  alerted  the  Commanding  Officer, 
HELM  to  oommonoo  anti-eubmarine  patrol iug  about  the  ASTORIA. 


Action  Report,  SJSSi,  TOTght  Engagement  off  Savo  Island,  Solomon  Islands, 
August  9th,  1942,  Serial  DD386/A16-5/(l2P),  August  14th,  1942. 

**  Action  Report,  WILSON,  Action  Against  Enemy  Surface  Ships  off  Savo  Is- 
land, Might  of  August  Cth-9th,  1942,  Serial  008,  August  20th,  1942, 
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At  1140,  C0MMINU0N  TWO  in  the  HOPKINS  ordered  ail  destroyers  in  the 
vicinity  (HOPKINS,  HELM  and  WILSONi  to  proceed  to  Area  XRaY  and  discharge 
the  survivors. 


At  1167,  the  BUCHANAN  relieved  the  WILSON  as  fire  fighting  chip,  Tne 
WILSON  then  fail  in  formation  astern  of  the  HEUi  in  the  column  of  destroy- 
ers led  by  the  HOPKINS  and  proceeded  to  Area  XRAY. 

At  1300,  orders  were  received  over  TBS  from  CTF  62  to  transfer  all 
survivors  to  the  HUNTER  LIGGETT.  The  HELM  wont  alongside  the  lUJNT£R  LIG- 
GETT ut  1316  and  the  WILSON  shortly  thereafter  moored  alongside  the  HELM, 
Both  ships  completed  the  transfer  of  survivors,  including  about,  thirty 
wounded  men,  at  1414.  The  K3LM  and  WILSON  thereafter  operated  as  s part 
of  the  soreen  of  Task  Faroe  62. 


During  this  battle,  the  HELM  fired  one  salvo  of  four  5-inoh  guns  at 
no  visible  target.  Therefore,  it  is  considered  that  she  did  not  fire  at 
the  enemy  at  all.  She  received  no  hits.* 

The  WILSON,  on  the  other  hand,  fired  212  5-inch  projectiles.  She  alto 
received  no  hits.** 


• * * 

(o)  OPERATIONS  OF  RADAR  AND  ANTI-SUBMARINE  SCREEN 
(1)  Operations  of  BLUE 

At  0220  the  BLUE  was  proceeding  along  her  patrol  line  - located  west 
of  Savo  Island  - on  course  061°(T),  heading  in  the  general  direction  of  the 
RALPH  TALBOT.  At  about  this  time,  she  observed  that  the  RALPH  TALBOT  which 
was  under  searohl ight  illumination  and  gun-fire,  flashed  her  two  vertioal 
red  lights  as  an  emergency  identification  signal.***  She  observed  that  in 
spite  of  tills  signal,  the  firing  continued  intermittently  for  several  min- 
utes.*** The  Consnauding  Officer,  BLUE  then  witnessed  the  engagement  be- 
tween the  RALPH  TALBOT  and  the  YU3ARI,  though  he  did  not  have  a clear  pic- 
ture of  the  situation.  He  noted  that  the  gunfire  shifted  end  eventually  was 
direoted  from  the  northwest  on  the  RALPH  TALBOT.  It  oeaeed  at  0252  when  the 
searchlight  (TUHARI's)  was  sxtinguished.***  By  this  time  the  BLUE  w&s  f nr 


* Action  Report,  l&Liil,"  Night  Engagement  off  Save  Island,  UcTomcn  TcTan^fiT, 
August  Sth,  m2.  Serial  DD38g/A16-3/(129),  Auguet  Uth,  1942. 

**  Action  Report,  WILSC®,  Aotion  Against  Enemy  Surface  Ships  off  Savo  Is~ 
?.“nd.  Night  of  August-  8th- 9th,  1942,  Serial  006,  August  20th,  1942, 

*”*  Action  Riiport,  BLUB,  Operations  in  Solcaon  Island?  on  Sight  of  August 
8tb-9th,  19*2,  Serial  031,  August  lELhj,  1942, 
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enou gj?  north  to  see  beyond  Ssvo  Inland*  xd  sighted  burning  cruiser  about 
five  siller  eaat  of  that  island,  whleh  ship  wns  prob  vly  the  QUUCT,* 

At  0235s  the  HL  V reeohed  tb#  nryfc heartorn  Unit  of  her  of.trol  lino, 
tlhe  thereupon  reversed  course  to  251° (f) } * and,  * tanning  at  twelve  knots, 
oontinuad  har  routine  radar  patrol,  fclse  dcas  not  appear  to  have  received 
COIEBSROH  sWH'i  order  over  TBS  voi radio  for  tha  destroyers  to  concen- 
trate. it  appears  probable  thar  such  voica  tran^ti salons  fre»  ships  east 
ofi  Sevo  Island  were  blanked  out  ora?  »toh  of  the  length  of  tha  HLUE's  pa- 
trol Hue,  However,  area  had  she  received  this  order  to  concentrate,  she 
would  not  hate  loft  har  petro?  ling  station,  for  both  tha  ELBE  and  RAXPH 
TALSCT  ware  directed  in  tha  Lasio  soreuaing  instructions  to  oontinue  their 
patrol*  alon&  theit  designated  ploket  lines,  area  though  concentration  was 
ordarad* 

At  0260,  when  about  sddrry  along  bar  patrol  lias , she  sighted  an  uu- 
iduntif  iad  ship  to  the  touthwest  ah' oh  she  noted  ana  rounding  Capa  Esper- 
and  taking  a soutirr«atarly  course  at  average  spaed,*  Tha  BLUE  in- 
creased cprsd  to  twenty  knots*  and  trailed  thi?  contact,  closing  it  until 
C326,  She  challenged  the  unidentified  aliip  (visually),  and  received  an 
answer  (visually)  that  this  ►'hip  was  tha  J AKV>S  withdrawing  fro*  the  area 
for  repairs. 

At  0326,  tha  BLUE  olosad  to  within  600  yards  of  the  JARVIS.**  She 
noted  that  tbs  JARVIS,  •"hioh  had  increased  spaed  upon  being  trailed  by  tha 
BLUE  (vdio*  the  JA3VI8  suey  have  thought  was  another  wumy  destroyer  attack- 
ing, as  had  the  YD £401) , had  nor  slowed  to  about  eight  knots,**  Actually 
she  appears  to  havo  averaged  ten  knots.  The  EL’JE  noted  the  he&ry  oil  sliok 
left  by  th*>  ,iWfI3.  which  was  quito  pronounced  wNren  In  th#  daricness,** 

At  0326,  t!ve  SBfJF  reversed  course  to  046° ( ?} , and  inoreared  ^ - spaed 
to  regain  har  patrol  station  end  resiaie  har  routine  patrol  un  a. 

At  0816,  the  Coaouuding  Officer,  JLUR  received  a rarest  froai  COUDKS- 
DIV  EIGHT  (la  the  PAnSRSCS)  to  stand  by  tiu»  CANBERRA  and  to  assiit  har  in 
abandoning  ship,  H#  lamed lately  left  Ms  patrol  era a and  proceeded  to  tha 
useistanoe  of  tha  CABBSRRi,  Ea  route,  he  etoounterod  light  rain  and  visi- 
bility whioh  w*»  reduced  to  cue  nils.  As  «ie  approached  the  CAKSEKLA  at 
about  OftoK),  hi  lermired  a life  boat  to  recover  p«sr.ionneJ  observed  in  the 
water  and  oontinuad  hie  approach-  At  C622  tw  want  alongside  the  port 
quarter  of  the  CfWBKSRA,  vhioh  he  noted  wae  listing  about  fifteen  degrees 
to  starboard  and  burning  badly  c-u  the  starbe-v  d side  anidsMpa.  At  0S26, 


* AoCton^Report,  {ouiTIn  ~S amen’ ' 1 sTan'SI'  oh  "fright  of” iuguat- 

8th-9th,  1942,  Serial  031,  August  I2ta,  1942. 

**  Letter  August  1 7th,  194?  from  flcsaending  Offloor,  ELUL,  U>  CTP  t aon- 
oarning  Supniwasntal  Infoynatioa  on  Action  Report  BLUE  (Serial  0-1, 
August  12th,  1942)  Serial  €35,  fcugust  17th,  1942, 
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h*  shifted  forward  to  tha  port  bow  to  sllov  the  PAT  TURBOS  to  mu  in  astern 
of  bSna 

The  raJTt  ocaswneed  removing  parioiFDol,  tod  by  0640,  had  cleared  all 
hard#  from  tha  for#oi#ti»,  The  Ccamam'i  lag  Officer,  BLU4,  than  olaarad  tha 
side  of  the  CASMSGIA,  recovered  hi#  bont  with  tha  survivors  It  had  plokad 
up,  and  pro jerded  to  Tmasport  Arc*  XMY  where  ha  later  transferred  tha 
CARMSRA  furrivor#  to  tha  CT7LUR. 

Tfe»  9I.UV  had  taien  iw>  votive  offanvlva  measures  in  tht#  nirht  action. 
She  had  inflicted  no  dsaoge  on  tha  eneay.  She  had  n&de  no  oontac  t report#, 
and  had  ?ujtaJh»e<l  no  Iona  or  dnamg*.*  The  antir*  action  appeared  to  bar  to 
have  tahaa  ptaea  on  tha  opposite  aide  of  Saro  Island.* 

* « » 

During  th.i  antir#  action,  tha  BLOK  firad  no  projectile#  or  torpedoes. 
Sha  reoeivod  no  hit#. 


a a ’ft 

(2)  Operations  of  EiUPH  TALBOT 

At  0220,  tiv  RALPH  SbUOT  was  engaging  tna  I3MKI  and  had  just  otv 
saiond  a sharp  left  turn  with  full  rudder  in  order  to  bring  har  port  tor- 
p*d'i  tubas  to  hear. 

It  ao  happened  that  at  tha  sans  tine,  the  Japanese  Western  Group  had 
uiamgsd  course  to  tha  left  alec,  tha  TU3AP1  coming  to  course  SOO°(T)  to 
parallel  tha  rati  meant  jours*  of  tlui  TfflKYU.  Tv'u  change  placed  tha 
TUBAS!  as  ths  EALPH  TALBOT* « pore  luarxe-.  to  that  it  »•*»  Uurjowwssnrjr  for 
tha  latter  to  oca*  further  to  tha  loft  thru  about  250° (T).  Judging  from 
tha  beaming  on  tha  RALPH  TALRcJT  that  wa#  obtained  by  tha  USKRYU  a few 
minutes  later  (at  022*},  it  c^tau  probable  that  the  RALPH  TALBOT  steadied 
on  oourse  2S2°(T)  at  r.bout  1222. 

In  this  left  tu/n,  the  RALPH  TALBCft  had  shifted  to  the  port  torpedo 
direoLcr.  Thirty  degrees  lefx  gyro  angle  r»i  set,**  which  setting  reveal# 
tLal  the  lALB0>£*s  target  »»*  well  aft  to  port  and  supports  the  supposition 
that  the  RALPH  TALBOT  had  not  turned  further  to  tha  left  than  the  beading 
262^(1) . It  ms  Ijaatdiatoly  discovered  thut  the  transmission  between  the 
dlraotor  and  tubs#  we*  o;t,  md  thr  tubes  were  unable  to  mrtoh  pointers.** 
Tha  pert  director  had  been  put  out  of  ocaerUaion  by  tha  nunlsr  one  hit  in 
the  chart  h~>use.  The  tube  mount#  were  leswdinteiy  ordered  to  fire  by 


--r&'iT<5rRe^H' ■» {o^s~ T3rsrYr$^rxrsT#Tm- 

*th»  1942,  Serial  051,  Aug-ist  htth,  1941. 

**  Aotion  Report  RALPH  TALBOT,  Preliminary  Rewort  of  Action,  August  8th- 
9th,  1942,  Serial  A18->S/fc©S90/05,  Au^juai  IlSh,  1942. 
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local  control  using  the  (YL'BARI's)  searchlight  au  a point  of  aim.* 

Seme  difficulty  was  experienced  on  the  tube  mounts,  for  only  one  tor- 
I pedo  was  fired  - the  torpedo  in  the  right  barrel  of  tube  mount  Number  TVo.* 

This  torpedo,  which  was  fired  at  about  0225,  missed. 

| The  RALPH  TALBOT  - which  had  trained  her  guns  around  to  the  target  - 

| again  opened  fire  on  the  YUBARI,  iwuploying  the  searchlight  as  a point  of 

aim,*  As  a result  of  this  firing,  the  Commanding  Officer,  RAlJhl  TALBOT 
believed  that  he  had  scored  one  or  more  Mte  with  his  5-inch  gun  % end  bo- 
1 lleved  also  that  he  had  hit  directly  on  or  very  near  the  search.'  kght,  frr 

it  suddenly  flared  and  wont  oat,*  ^Thile  it  is  true  that  be  dii.  score  at 
east  one  hit  at  this  tiuo,  it  is  also  true  that  he  did  not  hit  che  YUEARI'a 
searchlight.  He  was  simply  mislead  by  the  Japanese  searchlight  technique  •» 
which  had  caused  a number  of  the  Allied  ships  to  believe  they  had  damaged 
owner  enemy  searclilights  during  this  night  action, 

^ At  about  0232,  the  Commanding  Officer,  RALPH  TALBOT  was  without  a 

> targe",,,  for  ho  could  no  longer  see  whe  TJHARI  after  she  extinguished  her 

searchlight.  This  w*a  partially  due  to  the  fact  that  the  visibility  was 
much  reduced  in  this  area  because  of  the  proximity  of  rain  squalls.*  He 
therefore  ordered  both  his  torpedo  and  gun  batteries  to  "cease  firing!** 

| The  RALPH  TALBOT  was  now  listing  twenty  degrees  to  starboard,  had  lost 

1 steering  control,  and  was  forced  to  6low  to  one-third  speed,  five  knots. » 

Rjarwhile,  sue  wss  passed  abeam  by  the  Y13ARI  at  a range  of  about  2000 
yards# 

t 

f ft  0232  al  l action  ceased**  and  a heavy  rain  set  iu«  In©  RALPH  TALBOT 

1 liad  iicw  lost  all  power,  and  her  radio  transmitter*  were  out#  She  waa  help- 

less to  move,  and  unable  to  report  her  plight,  Howevor,  by  about  0240,  ahe 
had  succeeded  in  regaining  steam  pressure  on  her  after  boilers  ar>^  headed 
t slowly  for  Save  Island  There  she  lay  to  rear  fhore,  commenced  repairing 

damage,  putting  oat  fires,  end  taking  the  Vlct  off  the  ship, 

Concurrent  with  these  salvage  operatiora,  she  made  a temporary  rig  tc 
tranamit  and  receive  by  radio,*  At  Cbl5,  the  Ccwraanding  Officer  reported 
by  radio  that  lie  wua  badly  damaged  near  shore  northwest  of  Save  Island,  a** 
and  requested  help, 

A!  ilib,  she  Visually  oontaoted  the  SSLFRIDSE,  which  had  been  ordered 
at  1030  to  proceed  - from  her  screening  position  near  Transport  Squadron 

* Action  TlepoYF,  tlfkO’lT  ffALB6Y,  t'sellmi *' ATyHrf'^ort  ~o  f 'JEt Ion"  A ” 

9th,  1942,  Sterial  MS~3/DD390/0%  August  lith,  1942. 

**  Action  report,  RL-I®,  Operations  in  Jolowon  Islands  on  Wight  of  August 
8th-l*th,  1942,  Serial  031.  Auguat  l?th,  1942. 

* '*  Remarks  by  CTS  S£#£.  Night  Action  iff  Have  Island,  August  9th,  1942,  to 
OTF  Gb,  August  .1,1  th,  1947  , 
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XRAY  ~ to  hur  assistance,*  The  3ELFRJCGE  stood  by  thereafter  to  help  in 
case  of  need. 

By  about  1300,  the  RLLPH  TALBOT  had  made  suffioieivfc  repairs  to  get 
uniorway  on  taro  boilers.  Hhe  got  unusrway  at  1315  and  escorted  by  the 
3E1  •FRIDGE,  stood  toward  Area  XRAY  ria  the  passage  south  of  Sato  Islwnd, 

She  arrived  in  Area  XRAY  at  1420  and  then  made  preparations  to  proceed  as 
a part  of  Task  Foroe  82  in  the  retirement  scheduled  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
ninth. 


* • a 

During  the  entire  action,  the  RALPH  TALBOT  fared  about  twelve  (?)  5- 
inoh  projeolilot , the  exact,  mrabar  being  indeterminate.  She  also  fired 
four  torpedoes,  all  of  whioh  missed.  She  received,  in  return,  six  5,5- 
inch  hits. 


a ■*  a 

id}  OPERATIONS  OF  CTG  62.8  in  ASTRAL  IA 

At  0220,  the  time  at  whioh  the  Japanese  Commander  had  ordered  the  en- 
gagement broken  off  and  the  withdrawal  of  his  foroe,  CTG  62, S had  as  yet 
received  no  information  from  his  command  as  to  the  continuing  nature  of  the 
battle  or  what  its  requite  had  been  so  far.  Ueanwnile,  while  awaiting  such 
information,  and  while  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  destroyers  whioh  he  had 
directed  to  rendezvous  on  him  in  Area  XRAY,  he  kept  the  AUSTRALIA  patrolling 
along  the  line  060° (T)  - 24Q°(T),  seven  miles  west  of  that  aree,  in  order 
to  oover  the  transports  and  cargo  ships  there. 

At  0228,  hs  finally  decided  to  query  his  Group  Commanders  as  tc  the 
situation  in  their  ar<t,r»a.  He  therefore  sent  a message  to  the  CHICAGO 
(Commander  CHICAGO  Group),  VINCENNES  (Commander  VINCENNES  Group)  and  to 
CKS  62,4  in  the  SAN  JUAN  asking  "Are  vov;r  groups  in  aotion?"*»  Tc  this 
question  he  received  a surprisingly  brief  and  laconic  reply  from  the 
CHICAGO  stating*  "Were  but  not  ncVj  a more  complete  and  satisfactory 
reply  from  CTu  62,4  stating*  "This  force  not  in  action.  Appears  to  be 
surfaoe  fore*  between  Florida  Island  and  3avo";  and  no  reply  whatsoever 
from  the  VINCENNES.** 

A somewhat  similar  j.ituation  had  occurred  at  the  Battle  of  Jutland, 
some  twenty- sev<*n  yoara  previously  when  lihairal  Jellico  had  signalled  Ad- 
miral Deattyj  "Where  Is  the  enemy's  battle  Fleet?"  and  Admiral  Boa  tty 
had  replied  1j  a moat  laconic  arid  incomplete  "Bn««y  battle  oruisers 

■™  mz: — *— 

**  Remarks  by  CTG  62, 6 Ni^t.  Action  off  3*vo  Island,  August  9th,  1942,  to 
CYF  62  August  Util,  1942, 
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bearing  southeast."*  Unfortunately  Admiral  Beatty  had  failed  to  report  the 
presence  of  the  Gorman' battleships  and  had  thereby  seriously  delayed  and 
affected  Admiral  Jelliooe's  decision  on  how  and  when  to  deploy  the  Grand 
Fleet. 


Dv,e#  ifc  not  ^eera  clear  that  CTO  62.5*s  ability  to  make  decision*  re- 
garding any  additional  deployment  of  his  own  forces  wu,  being  handicapped 
similarly  by  his  failure  tc  receive  more  ooraplete  information  from  the 
Allied  ships  engaged? 

However,  the  message  from  CTG  62.4  must  have  reassured  him  somewhat. 

At  least,  it  showed  that  the  battle,  for  the  present,  was  oonfined  to  the 
western  screening  sector.  Certainly  so  far,  he  had  heard  no  alarms  from 
the  transport* , 

The  lack  of  a reply  from  the  VINCENNES  appears  to  have  concerned  him 
considerably  for  be  statod  later  that  he  could  hear  the  VINCENNES  working 
CTF  62  by  radio.  This  seems  to  have  been  incorrect,  for  the  VINCENNES' 
radio  was  disabled  early  in  the  action  (about  0153^)  and  tnoro  is  no  record 
of  any  radio  communicati on  thereafter  between  the  VINCENNES  and  CTF  62  or 
witn  any  otheir  ship.  The  Commanding  Officer,  VINGEHNES  stated  later  that 
"Intership  communications  by  radio  and  signal  searchlights  was  lost  at  this 
time.""**  Failing  to  ooimunicate  with  the  VINCENNES,  JTG  62.6  endeavored  to 
comm  micate  with  the  ASTORIA  and  QUINCY  but  he  was  unable  co  raise  them. 

At  about  0240,  CTG  62.6  in  spite  of  the  rain  squalls  in  his  own  area 
that  biunJoatsd  his  observations,  had  information  that  there  were  throe  burn- 
ing ship}:  between  Savn  Island  and  Florida  Island  and  tbat  the  gunfire  had 
stopped,  is  ho  bad  been  informed  by  CTG  62.4  that  the  area  between  Save 
Island  and  Florida  Island  was  the  battle  area,  and  an  he  had  been  unable  to 
coiwrin  leases  with  his  northern  cruisers,  he  must  have  become  won  more  se- 
riously concerned  then  heretofore.  He  decided  to  query  the  CHICAGO  Again 
and,  therefore,  he  ordered  the  Comman  ir  CHICAGO  Group  by  nsdio  to:  "Report 

situation!"*** 

At  0246  be  received  a reply  from  Coroainder  CHICAGO  Group  a®  follows < 
are  standing  towards  Lengo  on  course  1CXJ0(T).’****  If  he  laed  !«»®n  ir- 
ritated before  he  must  liave  been  even  mere  irritathu  roar,  fox*  it  probably 
appeared  to  him  that  the  Commander  CHICAGO  Group  was  Withholding  infoiTxa- 
tion.  CTG  62.1,  of  course,  did  not:  realise  that  the  CHICAGO  hod  not  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  after  about  0161,  e«  the”  Cowsander  CHICAGO  Group 
tharafore  had  little  or  no  information  aonoeraiug  the  •peratlcr*  of  any  ahip* 
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Institute  1330,  page  301, 

**  Action  Report,  VINCENNES,  Raporx  of  Action  Between  USS  VINCENNES  end 
Japanese  heavy  Cruisers  Roar  S«vo  Island  on  Nlghv  of  Auguet  6ib~9thr 
1942,  Sarial  0022,  August  13th,  19*i2e 
r**  Remark*  by  CTG  62.6,  Night  Action  off  Save  Ir'.and,  August  tfth,  IS 42, 
to  CTF  52,  August  11  th*  1942. 
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other  than  his  own,  Tfhnt  & commentary  on  command  communications!  The 
Amphibious  CcM«>andflr,  CTF  62,  did  not  realise  that  his  Screening  Commander, 
OK  62.6  w&a  out  witu  th*  Ifestem  Screening  Group  and  the  Screening  Com- 
iiiandfir  in  hie  turn,  did  not  realise  that  his  Group  Ccscraander,  Commander 
vHICA GO  tfroup  -^as  rot  in  the  thick  of  the  battle* 

Sovssvjn*,  *t  05(37  he  received  Cruwander  CHICAGO  Group’s  amplifying  re- 
port (time  of  origin  02.49)  "CHICAGO  south  of  Savo  Island.  Hit  by  torpedo. 
Slightly  dawn  ty  bow.  Snewy  jthips  firing  tc  seaward,  CANBERRA  burning  on 
bearing  150,  five  miles  from  Savo.  Two  destroyers  standing  by  CANBERRA."* 
From  thie  report,  he  could  surmise  that  the  CHICAGO  had  been  out  of  the  ac- 
tion oinr*  its  inception,  for  he  hud  observed  earlier  that  the  battle  had 
commenced  with  the  CHICAGO  Group  to  the  left,  and.  then  had  moved  to  the 
right* 


CTO  62*6  now,  realising  that  CTF  62  was  eager  to  obtain  information 
and  should  properly  bw  informed,  forwarded  to  that  officer  a distinctly 
uninformative  message:  ^Surface  action  near  Savo.  Situation  undetermined.** 

This  message,  strangely  enough,  gave  no  indication  to  CTF  62  of  the  where- 
abouts of  CTO  62*6  who,  from  his  dispatches  to  his  Group  Commanders,  was 
evidently  not  in  the  battle  area. 

At  0315  !>e  observed  several  lightning  flashes  to  the  eastward  of  Savo 
Island  which  he  mistook  for  gunfire  flashes,*  He  bec.une  concerned  ebout  the 
CANBERRA.  Because  he  was  unable  to  communicate  with  her  directly  and  since 
ho  had  been  advised  by  Commander  CHICAGO  Group  that  destroyers  were  stand- 
ing by  the  CANBERRA,  he  queried  the  PATTEHSOH  - the  senior  destroyer  of  the 
CHICAGO  Group  - as  to  the  state  cf  the  CANBERRA.*  He  received  a message  in 
reply  as  follows:  "Disabled  jU  fir«  in  position  seven  miles  southeast  of 

Savo  Island,"*  This  message  was  ambiguous  and  oonfusod  CTG  62.6  who  abated 

"I  was  in  doubt  about  PATTERSON  because,  having  asked  the  Com- 
manding Gffioer  earlier  to  report  the  condition  cf  the  CANBERRA, 

I subsequently  received  a signal  from  him:  ’Disabled  on  fire 

in  position  seven  miles  sc  henst  of  Savo  iBlond.’  As  the  time 
of  origin  cf  my  message  had  not  been  quoted  (by  PATTERSON  in  re- 
plying) I was  in  some  doubt  whether  this  message  referred  to  the 
condition  of  CANBERRA  or  whether  it  waa  intended  to  report  PAT- 
TERSON'S condition,"1' 

None  of  his  destroyers  had  arrived  in  Aroe*  XPAY  although  more  than  one 
hour  had  elapced  riuce  he  bad  directed  them  to  rendezvous  on  the  AUSTRALIA. 
Any  doubts  that  he  nay  ltave  entertained  as  to  the  safety  of  his  destroyers 


*n&5mrEtPby  cfd  62.6,  Night  "Aciion  c.Tf  Save  island,  "August  5ih,  1&4S,  to 
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wero  removed  at  03S8  when  he  reoeived  & dispatch  fron  COMDLSRCN  FOUR,  in 
the  SBLFRIDGEt  "Dec troy era  concentrated  in  position  n >rtfcvrest  of  S#vo  Ie- 
iand,"*-'  The  text  ef  this  bies&f  it  confronted  CTG  62,6  with  an  entirely  new 
situation,  (a)  Hie  destroyers  were  in  & moat  disadvantageous  position  for 
cove:*  Uig  the  transpc  -ta  in  Area  IRAY„  leaving  the  AUSTRALIA  to  6oreon  them 
alone;  (h)  hie  free*  r,  of  action  was  immediately  restricted  at  least  for  the 
present,  because  he  wne  forced  to  retain  the  AUSTRALIA  in  the  most  logical 
covering  position,  whirl*  obviously  was  roughly  where  ahe  waa,  and  (o)  he 
was  force!  to  a dirtinotiy  passive  rcle,  einoe  he  was  uninformed  as  to  the 
movements  of  the  Japanese  Cruiser  Forco  and  as  to  the  activities  of  his  can 
force. 


CTG  6£t6  later  learned  thr;  hia  order  to  his  destroyers  had  been  mis- 
understood because  thay  had  been  enable  to  deoyphsr  the  AUSTRALIA'S  position 
as  given  in  hie  dispatch  order,  T!  .is  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  position 
had  been  made  from  the  General  Sigrri  book  and  had  then  been  enciphered  by 
the  signal  cypher  in  force.*  The  destroyer  rsciaoandera  believed  that  the 
rjadesvouH  ordered  must  be  the  rendezvous  given  in  CTG  62,6’ s Special  Iu- 
stmctlonu,  ev*m  though  the  conditions  apeoified  therein  did  rot  obtain  In 
the  action  that  actually  developed. 

It  so  happened  that  this  misunderstanding  did  not  affect  the  outcome 
of  the  battle,  for  the  battle  had  already  been  decided  before  the  destroyers 
had  reoeived  the  dispatch,.  It  also  happened  that  this  misunderstanding  was 
helpful,  in  a post-battle  way,  us  it  perzsittsd  the  Allies  to  recover  many 
personnel  from  the  heavily  damaged  Allied  cruisers  who  might  otherwise  have 
been  lost.  This  was  so,  for  moat  of  the  destroyers,  in  going  tr  and  from 
their  rendezvous,  passed  Allied  cruisers  en  route* 

At  about  0544,  CTO  62.6  received  another  report  from  the  CHICAGO* 

"Am  now  six  miles  from  Area  XPAY.  Course  119,  speed  ten,  believi  bulk- 
heads will  hold  against  high  speed,"*  Thie  message  might  we.U  have  meant 
that  the  AUSTRALIA  could  be  reinforced  by  a powerful  heavy  eroser  - some- 
what damaged  it  is  true  - but  still  powerful.  It  soems  somewhat  surprising 
therefore  that  CTG  62.6  did  net  at  this  time  advise  the  CHICAGO  his  posi- 
tion,, course  and  speed  and  order  the  CHICAGO  to  rendezvous  on  him  and  thus 
reform  the  AUSTRALIA  Group.  However,  either  because  of  the;  CHICAGO'S  damage 
or  for  reasons  best  known  to  himself,  CTG  62,6  did  not  inform  the  CHICAGO 
of  his  location.  The  result  was  that  the  CHICAGO  eventually  stood  away  to 
the  westward  to  investigate  whac  she  thought  was  gunfire,  and  her  r endec* 
vous  with  the  AUSTRALIA  was  not  effected  until  nf  her  cKylight, 

At  0410,  CTG  62„3  reoelved  a message  f om  Commander  Destroyer  Division 
EIGHT  (in  the  PATTERLOh)  that  the  CANBERRA  was  out  of  commission.*  The 
condition  of  the  0AND5RRA  was  of  special  oonoetu  to  CTC  62,6  who,  as  senior 
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Australian  Naval  Commander  was  charged  by  his  own  government,  through  the 
Australian  Coamonweslth  Nava1  Bo  rd,  with  certain  responsibilities  with 
regard  to  the  Australian  ship*  operating  with  the  Allied  foroes. 


At  0445,  CTG  82,6  received  a dispatch  from  CTF  82  directing*  "This 
is  urgent.  If  CANBERRA  cannot  join  ir.  retirement  in  time,  she  should  be 
destroyed.  Our  departure  urgent!"*  At  about  this  same  time  he  received 
another  dispatch  which  CTF  62  had  addressed  to  TP  62  announcing*  NIfc  is 
urgent  for  this  force  to  depart  this  area  0650."  (This  departure  time  was 
subsequently  delayed  until  0730), 

At  0515,  he  received  the  RALPH  TALBOT'S  report  that  she  was  badly 
damaged  near  shore,  northwest  of  Ssvo  Island,*  and  in  need  of  help. 

At  0525,  he  received  the  Commanding  Officer,  PATTERSON' a message  (re- 
leased ten  minutes  before)  that  tho  CANBERRA  had  abandoned  ship,  that  he 
had  the  entire  crew  aboard,  end  would  now  destroy  her* 

At  0530  he  was  informed  that  another  short  buret  of  firing  had  been 
observed  by  the  AUSTRALIA,  which  firing  appeared  to  be  south  of  Savo  Island. 
(This  was  the  exchange  of  gunfire  between  the  CHICAGO  and  the  PATTERSON), 

CTG  82,6  now  became  concerned  over  both  the  CANBERRA  and  the  PATTERSON  and 
at  0532  ordered  C.0MDESR0N  FOUR  (in  SELFRIDGE)  to  investigate  the  state  of 
theoe  two  ships  giving  their  position  as  five  miles  southeast  of  Savo  Island, 
He  instructed  COMDESRON  FOUR  that  they  were  to  be  abandoned  and  destroyed 
if  they  could  not  join  tho  retirer.  >.nt  plan  at  0730.**  He  wanted  particularly 
to  clear  up  the  situation  as  regards  the  PATTERSON' a ambiguous  mossage  cent 
to  him  sc  about  033C* 

As  dr*n  «n>«  breaking,  CTo  620S  was  still  usini’ onnod  as  to  the  results 
of  the  nig  \t  action.  He  had  heard  nutting  from  the  ships  of  the  VINCENNES 
Group  ano  little  worn  the  ships  of  the  CHICAGO  Group.  His  sun  total  of 
information  appears  to  have  been  that  thwre  had  been  a oa^tls,  that  the 
enemy  ships  had  apparently  approached  through  tho  channel  south  of  8avt>, 
had  ttacked  the  CHICAGO  Group,  seriously  damaging  the  CANBERRA  and  torpe- 
do i:  g the  CHICAGO  in  the  bow,  had  then  mcvei  northeastward  and  had  attacked 
the  VINCENNES  Group,  But  what  had  itappenad  to  the  VlaCENNEH  GroupT  Ai  X h© 
knew  was  that  he  could  not  communicate  with  the  V INGENUES,  QUINCY  or  ASTORIA. 
Hi;  lack  of  information  made  him  cautious  lest  the  Japanese  Tarots  were  still 
in  Iron  Bottom  Sound.  Naturally  it  was  difficult  for  him  to  believe  that, 
having  unco  reached  the  ai«a,  they  vouud  retire  without  attacking  the  trans- 
port? and  cargo  ships.  He^  therefore.,  at  0547  sent  a uesBage  to  the  Screen- 
ing Forces*  "Situation  obsoure.  Be  prepared  to  jrive  settle  *st  dawn  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  transport  groups, "**v  He  did  not  at  the  time,  presont  a 
oat  tie  pi^n.  Ho  did  not  know  what  forces  ware  available,  either  to  himself 

s Rems  Ly  £uT.’c!/ Ti  1 guT  Action  c.ff'TTo-o' Tslan'8’,'’ "August'  $thf  1^42,  to 

CTF  62,  August  11th,  1942* 

**  Ibid,  p>  ge  2, 

***  Ibid,  page  3* 
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or  to  the  Japanese,  and  the  weather  was  still  abominable.  Siuoa  midnight 
there  had  been  frequent  henry  rain  squalls  and  lightning,  aud,  the  visibility 
varied  from  moderate  to  very  poor.  At  present  it  was  very  por. 

At  0622  he  heard  that  the  CHICAGO,  which  had  reported  at  034-4  tuat 
she  was  in  the  riainity  of  Area  XRAY,  was  now  standing  by  the  CANBERRA  and 
had  ordered  the  BOLUS  alongside  to  take  off  th*  remaining  400  non,*  Whsre 
wore  the  PATTERSON  ano  the  SELPRIDGST  He  knot,  of  course,  that  the  PATi'ER- 
SON  Lad  been  standing  by  the  CANBERRA  and  had  taken  off  seme  of  the  sur- 
vivors - she  had  reported  that  she  had  all  of  them,  although  this  was 
evidently  in  error  - but  where  was  she  now? 

He  decided  to  inform  the  Australian  Cowonweolth  Naval  Board  of  the 
CAIIBERF..1  s oondition.  He  therefore,  at  0627,  sent  a dispaVh  tc  that  Board 
?nd  to  COUSGffESPAC  that  the  CANBERRA  had  been  damaged  heavily  in  the  night 
action,  was  on  fire,  was  abandoning  ship,  tha+  the  orew  were  being  resoued 
by  the  PATTERSON,  end  that  the  PATTERSON  would  destroy  her.** 

At  0644  he  received  a report  fron  the  SELF RIDGE « "ASTORIA  in  flame, 
position  Q9o-08’  South,  169c-47*  East.  Pour  dog  dogs  pioking  up  many  sur- 
vivors",* At  about  this  time  he  also  rsoeived  a report  from  CTP  62  who 
had  apparently  reoeived  the  above  3ELPRIDGE  dispatoh,  to  t?.«  effect t "ASTOR- 
IA on  fire.  Captain  and  some  of  the  orew  trying  w save.  Apparently  QUliCT 
sunk.  No  news  of  VINCENNES.  Believe  TALBOT  sunk.  Believe  ships  ran  into 
submarine  and  surface  torpedo  trap."*** 

At  first  light,  CTG  62,6  diverted  the  AUSTRALIA  from  her  patrol  to 
olose  in  toward  the  transport?  in  Area  XRAY.  The  transports  had  been  under- 
way sinoe  0150,  expecting  an  attack,  and  were  Just  at  dawn  recuairg  their 
positions  in  the  unloading  area,**** 

At  0648,  he  received  3 report  from  the  CHICAQOi  "BLUE,  Sfii  'RIDGE, 
PATTERSON  standing  by  CANBERRA,  Am  prooeeding  to  ooneeutration  area."* 

The  retirement  (planned  for  0730)  had  not  been  commenced  because  the 
threat  of  cut  face  attack  on  the  transports  during  the  night  had  kept  them 
underway,  and  therefore  the  landing  of  essential  stores  and  equipment  had 
not  been  completed.  At  daylight  the  transports  and  stores  ships  hnd  re- 
turned to  the  disembarkation  areas  and  the  unloading  operations  had  been 
resumed,***** 


* Remarks  by  CTG  62,6,  Fight  lotion  off  Savo  Island,  August  9th,  1942, 
to  CTP  62,  August  11th,  1942,  page  3, 

**  Ibid,  page  7, 

***  Ibid,  page  6. 

***^  Appendix  19  to  Action  Report  CTO  62.6  concerning  First  Bittle  of  Savo 
Island  August  9th,  1942  to  CTP  62t  Serif  1 AP  1056/15,  August  15th,  1942 
which  is  letter,  August  12th,  1942  from  Commanding  Officer,  HMAS  AUS- 
TRALIA to  CTP  44  (CTG  62.6), 

*****  Aotion  Report  CTG  fc2.6  concerning  Fir-t  Battle  of  Save  Island,  August 
9th,  1942  to  CTP  62,  8eritl  AP  1056/16.  August  13th,  1942,  para.  120, 
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At  0700,  the  AUSTRALIA'S  scouting  aircraft  were  hoiutec'  out  to  pro- 
vide anti-submarine  patrol  through  Lengo  Channel.* 

At  0726,  heavy  explosions,  whion  seemed  to  oame  from  the  northwest, 
were  near!  by  the  AUSTRALIA,*  and  for  fifteen  rhinites  afterward.  Actually 
thaae  were  the  shells  and  torpedoes  of  the  &ELFRID5E  exploding  into  the 
CANBERRA,** 

Fnr  the  next  hour  and  a half,  CTO  62.6  attempted  to  olear  up  the  doubt 
as  to  what  had  happened  to  the  VINCENNES  Group.  At  0819  he  reportod  to  CTF 
62  that  he  had  been  unable  to  get  VINCENNES  or  QUINCY  by  radio,  and  that  he 
had  no  rrtal  information  of  the  nigvt  battle.*** 

At  0830,  the  AUSTRALIA  closed  the  FULLER  to  transfer  two  British  weli- 
oal  offioers  and  threo  medical  attendants  to  the  FULLER  to  assist  with  the 
wounded  CANBERRA  survivors.*  It  was  at  this  tins  that  CTG  62.6  learned  that 
the  QUINCY  and  VINCENNES  had  bean  sunk  and  that  the  ASTORIA  was  on  fir  a,* 

At  0846,  CTG  62.6  received  information  over  the  Australian  ooast  watch- 
er's circuit,  (which  only  the  AUSTRALIA  was  guarding),  that  eneuy  aircraft 
from  R&baul  ware  passing  over  the  north  end  of  Bougainville  en  route  toward 
Tulagi,*  CTG  62.6  Immediately  broadcast  an  air  raid  warning  at  0880  as  a 
oonsoquenoe  of  which  Transport  Groups  XR4Y  and  YOKE  got  underway  again, ***** 
screened  by  the  AUSTRALIA,  CHICAGO,  HOBART,  woven  destroyers  and  three  mine- 
sweepers.* 

At  0862,  he  received  a report  from  CUUD8SR0N  FOUR  chan  the  RALPH  TALBOT 
i*ad  been  caught  in  sassy  cross-fire  at  02S0i  uhat  he  hid  heard  the  TALBOT 
broadcast  a call  at  0722  for  "Helpl*;  that  he  had  been  unsuccessful  since 
that  time  in  getting  a reply  to  hi*  oalls  to  the  RALPH  TALBOT  on  var  ious 
frequencies;  end  that  the  present  position  of  the  RALPH  TALBOT  was  unknown, 
although  she  had  last  been  seen  seven  miles  north  of  Savo  Island.***** 

3y  1100  no  air  attaok  had  developed,  so  the  transports  again  returned 
to  their  anchorages.  CTF  62  then  ordered  all  ships  except  the  NEVILLE, 
ZBZLIN,  KJ5YW0QD,  PRESIDENT  JACKSON  and  HOPKINS  to  hoist  all  boats.** 


~ *"Xppendix  1 § to  "iiot ionTSepoi’t  Cf <f  W.ff  Voncerning  ^irst'  Settle  of  Savo 
Island,  August  9th,  IP42  to  CTF  62,  Serial  IF  1066/15,  August  13th, 
1942  which  is  letter,  August  12th,  1942  from.  Consanding  Officer,  HUAi 
AUSTRALIA  to  CTF  44  (CTG  62.6). 

**  War  Diary,  SELFRIDGE,  August,  1942. 

••*  Remarks  by  CTG  62.6,  Night  Action  off  Savo  Island,  August  9th,  1942 
to  CTF  62,  August  llth,  1942,  page  3. 

****  Action  Report  CTG  6«.6  concerning  First  Battle  of  Ssvo  Island,  August 
9th,  1942  to  CTF  62,  Serial  AF  1C66/16,  Augvist  13th,  1942,  para.  121. 

*****  C0MDS3R0N  FOUR  Dispute!  082132,  August  1942  to  CTF  62  and  CTG  62.6. 


Those  transports  - which  were  the  exceptions  - again  resumed  unloading 
operations.* 

CTG  62.6  commented  later  that  the  day  had  passed  without  air  attack 
and  that  he  considered  that  the  losses  suffered  by  the  enemy  in  the  air 
attacks  on  the  Allied  chips  during  the  previous  two  days  were  largely  re- 
sponsible for  this.  He  also  considered  that,  in  addition  to  the  aircraft 
which  he  h*cd  aotually  seen  destroyed  during  these  attacks,  there  must  have 
been  a large  number  of  others  which  would  never  reaoh  Rabaul.**  He  did 
not  know,  of  course,  that  the  report  of  the  coast  watcher  (that  onainy  air- 
craft from  Rabaul  were  approaching)  had  been  accurate,  nor  did  he  know  that 
the  crippled  JARVIS  - to  tha  southwest  in  the  open  waters  of  the  Coral  Sea  - 
had  served  as  a deooy  to  the  Japanese  and  had  drawn  off  their  air  attaok 
from  Iron  Bottom  Sound. 

From  noon  onward,  CTG  62.8  continued  to  reoeivc  reports  from  the 
various  ship;.  The  medical  officers  from  the  AUSTRALIA,  who  had  gone  a- 
board  the  FULLER  to  assist  with  the  British  wounded  survivors,  brought 
bsok  to  CTG  62.6  an  accurate  report  of  the  CANBERRA'S  part  in  the  engage- 
ment. Cther  reports  oarao  to  him  by  radio  from  the  CHICAGO,  BLUE,  SELF- 
RIDGE and  other  ships.  He  also  had  information  from  the  survivors  of  ths 
QUINCY,  ASTORIA  and  VINCENNES.  With  this  information  he  was  enabled,  while 
underway  the  next  dayr  to  reconstruct  a fairly  dear  picture  of  what  had 
happened  in  the  night  action. 

At  1616,  the  AUSTRALIA*®  aircraft  again  took  off  to  carry  out  an  anti- 
submarine patrol  off  Area  YOKE  and  then  to  conduct  a patrol  over  Lengo 
Channel  and  the  area  to  seaward  of  it  ahead  of  the  withdrawing  ships  of 
TF  62.*** 

At  1645,  CTG  62.6  in  the  AUSTRALIA,  in  company  with  the  HOBART  and 
eight  Allied  destroyers,  all  of  which  were  screening  the  remaining  ships  of 
Transport  Group  XRAY,  moved  across  to  the  Tulagi  Area  to  screen  the  remain- 
ing transports  as  the^e  units  formed  up  to  proceed  out  through  Lengo  Chan- 
nel. »**  At  1S00  the  AUSTRALIA  reoo7erad  her  scouting  aircraft,*** 

About  1900,  the  ti’anaports  formed  into  a speoial  .light  cruising  dis- 
position, with  the  AUSTRALIA  leading  the  HOBART  in  column  1,000  yards  astern 
of  the  formation,*** 

CTG  62,6  commanded  the  soreec  of  TF  62  in  its  retirement  baok  to  Noumea,, 
The  leading  group  of  TF  62*s  ships  consisted  of  part  ol'  the  transports 


* Action  "Report 3f."tf,*"^frs"t  Battle  of  Savo  'island  August  TTth,  to 

C7F  62,  Serial  AF  1056/16,  August  13th,  1942,  para.  121. 

**  Ibid,  para.  124, 

***  Appendix  19  to  Action  Report  CTG  62. S,  First  Battle  of  Savo  Island 
August  9th,  1942  to  CTF  62,  Serial  KF  1056/15  August  13th,  1942  which 
is  letter,  August  12th,  1942  from  Commanding  Officer,  HMAS  AUSTRALIA  to 
CD'  44  (CTG  62. S). 


oooorted  by  the  damaged  ships  CHICAGO,  PATTERSON,  RALPH  TALBOT  and  MUf-FORD, 
plus  the  DEWEY  and  five  destroyers  of  LINRON  TWO  whioh  were  undamaged.  The 
second  group  consisted  of  the  remainder  of  the  transports,  the  destroyer- 
type  transports  (APD's)  and  cargo  ships,  escorted  by  the  AUSTRALIA,  HOBART, 
SAN  JUAN,  3ELFRIDGE,  HENLEY,  HELM,  BAGLEY,  ELLET,  WILSON,  HULL.  UONSSEN, 

BLUE  and  BUCHANAN. 

(a)  OPERATIONS  OF  SAN  JUAN  GROUP  (CTO  62,4) 

.it  0220,  the  SAN  JUAN  Group  waa  about  midway  along  her  patrol  line, 
steaming  south  at  fifteen  knots.  At  about  this  time,  CTG  62.4  observed  a 
plane  fly  northward  over  his  group  and  then  drop  three  flares  in  the  Tulagi- 
Gavutu  Area,*  The  glare  of  these  flares  blanked  out  his  view  to  the  north- 
ward} but  at  0224,  he  oould  still  see  three  burning  ships,  including  the 
CANBERRA  between  bearings  28S°(T)  and  317°(T). 

At  0238,  the  SAN  JUAN  had  covered  the  ten  miles  of  her  patrol  line  to 
Latitude  09o-20'S.,  whioh  position  was  abreast  Jealark  Channel.  CTG  32.4 
then  oomm*>nood  a reversal  of  course  to  000° ( T)  .**  Upon  completing  the  turn, 
the  5CBART  took  note  ol*  her  AUSTRALIAN  sister  in  sorvioe,  the  CANBERRA,  and 
logged  (at  0242)  that  the  CANBERRA  bore  301°(T)  fron  her,** 

The  large  ships,  whioh  were  heavily  afire,  had  be?"  observed  „o  con- 
tinue burning  for  some  time,  then  diminish,  and  finally  two  were  observed 
to  extinguish  as  though  they  had  sunk,*** 

By  0230  no  further  firing  was  observed.  All  action  h id  ceased.  CTG 
62,4  had  received  no  reporta  of  any  kind  including  contaot  reporta  concern- 
ing the  foregoing  action,*  nor  had  he  received  anything  th  t would  indicate 
what  typ«  or  number  of  the  enemy  had  beer  engaged.*** 

By  0258  the  burning  CANBERRA  waa  the  only  ship  visible,*  ' (Th*  QUINCY 
and  VINCENNES  had  already  sunk,  and  the  ASTORIA  probably  was  obaoured  by  a 
rain  squrll).  The  fires  on  the  CANBERRA  seemed  loss  intense.** 

At  about  0318,  the  SAN  JUAN  turned  south  again j and  just  before  0400 
reversed  course  to  north.  At  0367,  the  CANBERRA  was  seen  to  flare  up  again 


* "Xo^ion^ffipof c7  fcW  *>2/4,  Repo rt  of  Action  fura^'i-ffuacLAcanal  August  6iK~ 
10th,  1942,  Enclosure  (A)  Serial  FE2 4/416-3(001),  August  ISth,  1942, 

**  Appendix  16  to  Action  Report  CTG  62,6,  First  Battle  of  Savo  island 
August  9th,  1942  to  CTF  62,  Serial  471056/16,  Avgust  13th,  1942,  whioh 
ia  letter  August  3 5th,  from  Commanding  Officer  HMAS  HOBART  to  CTF 

44  (CTG  62,6;  Narrative  of  Night  of  8th-9th  August,  1942, 

***  Action  Report  SAN  JT.AH,  Report  of  Action  Tulagi-Gradair'anai  August  6th- 
10th,  1942,  Enclosure  (A),  'erial  003,  August  ICth,  1942. 
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■a  though  the  fireu  had  reached  the  magasines.*  This  was  the  oxplosiin  of 
the  CANBERRA'S  ready  service  *i»*unition  which  was  delaying  the  PATTERS  OS 
f ron  going  alongside  her  at  thin  tine. 

Nothing  was  noted  thereafter  for  an  hour  and  a half  by  the  SAM  JUAN 
Group,  ii  it  contioujd  its  patrol.  However,  at  0526,  when  the  SAN  JUAK 
Group  wnti  ix  the  aid- 'position  of  the  patrol  line,  gunf lashes  were  observed 
and  heard  bearing  £8C°(T)  from  this  position.**  This  was  the  brief  ex- 
change of  gunfire  between  the  CHICAGO  and  PATTERSON.  Though  CTG  62.4  had 
no  knowledge  of  its  source,  it  ;eu»t  have  had  the  effect  of  keeping  him 
continually  alert.  At  this  tin*  the  TBS  voice  radio  indicated  that  Allied 
ships  were  in  action,  and  much  confusion  arose  as  to  the  identity  of  friend- 
ly or  enrjtty  ship.i.'e* 

At  3643.  obcut  ten  minutes  ofter  sunrise,  CTG  62.4  sighted  the  CHICAGO 
standing  in  from  the  western  patrol  area.*  Since  it  appeared  likely  to  CTG 
62.4  that  the  energy  night  again  attack,****  he  promptly  ohanged  course  to 
300°(T)  at  064G  a' d Increased  speed  to  twenty-five  knots  to  contact  the 
CHICAGO,*  and  apparently  to  investigate  her  condition.  At  this  tine  he 
broke  up  the  night  screening  group,  ordered  the  MONSSEN  and  BUCHANAN  to 
screen  transports  in  Area  YOKE,  and  released  the  HOBART.  The  latter  ship 
proceeded  to  her  daylight  screening  position  in  Area  XRAY  where  she  reported 
to  CTG  62*6. **  During  daylight  th*  SAN  JUAN,  MONSSEN  and  BUCHANAN  con- 
stituted Fire  Support  Group  MIKE. 

After  an  intorohango  of  ooorauc  laations  with  the  CHICAGO,*  CTG  62.'" 
ordered  the  CHICAGO  to  Join  up  and  follow  him  to  Area  YOKE.*****  At  0700, 

CTG  52,4  ear*?  to  course  060° (r)  and  oonnenuau  increasing  speed  to  thirty 
Vaaots  in  ord-tr  to  expedite  his  return  to  Area  YOKE,*  where  hie  Fir*  Support 
Croup  MIKE  \ to  anstmu  n daylight  screening  position  near  the  trans- 

ports.*** - **  CTG  62.4  had  Just  received  CTG  62,6's  message  to  be  prepared 
to  do  battle  in  the  transport  areas,*  and  he  was  making  haste  to  arrive  as 


* Ao£;fon”’&oport~S;Alf  Report,  of  Aetlb^fuVagi'-^uAdaloafial,'  AugusT~ 

6th~10th,  1942,  Enclosure  (A;  r Serial  001,  August  16th,  1942. 

*•  Appendix  16  to  Action  Report  CTG  52.6,  First  Battle  of  Savo  Island 
August  9th,  1942  to  CTF  62,  Serial  AF  1066/16,  August  13th,  1942 
which  is  lstter  August  16th,  1942  from  Commanding  Officer  HMAS  HOHATvI 
to  CTF  44  (CfC-  62.6). 

***  Mar  Mary  BUCHANAN,  August  1942. 

**»*  Action  Report.  CTG  62.4,  Report  of  Action  Tuiagi-Guadaloaoal,  August 
tith-10th«  1942 v Enclosure  (A),  ileri&l  PB24/A18-3(001),  August  3Sth, 
1942. 

•*'■*<*  Action  Report  CHICAGO  concerning  Action  Against  feieoy  Forces  August 
9th,  1942,  Quadeleansl-TUlagi  Area,  3orial  099,  August  13th,  1942, 
♦*»*>*  15sr  Diary  , UCNFSaE,  August  1942. 


soon  as  possibly,  The  effect  of  this  speed  was  to  cause  the  CHICAGO  to 
rail  out  of  the  formation,  for  ah®  could  not  nek®  more  then  ten  knots  safe- 
ly with  har  damaged  hot** 

At  0700,  tho  SAN  tUAN  datectad  a (group  of  unidentified  aircraft  (SARA- 
TOGA search  planes)  on  her  air  search  radar  to  the  southwest*  She  noted 
that  by  07 <5  the  aircraft  had  disappeared  from  the  screen.  She  thereafter  - 
.in  oong>any  with  the  M0NJ3EN  and  BUCHANAN  - hawing  arrived  in  the  vicinity 
of  Transport  Arse  i\.  . slowed  to  standard  speed,  fifteen  knot®,** 

At  0848,  CTC  82,4  received  the  t**r  raid  axsu^i  from  CTG  62,6.**  The 
SAN  JUAN  oossnaiwed  maneurering  on  various  courses,  building  up  speed  prepar- 
atory to  repelling  ai^  attack,  and  adjusted  her  position  to  protect  the 
transports,  which  hud  gotten  underway  fror.  Tulagi  and  had  formed  a double 
column  formation,** 

At  0911,  th*  SAN  JUA1  oetected  a bopey  on  her  air  search  radar  circl- 
ing near  the  Tula^i-GimdaAoanal  Area  about  twelve  miles  to  the  southward,** 
This  was  tho  Japanese  land  .-eoonuaiasance  plane  fro i*  the  TAINAN  Air  Croup 
at  Rabaul,  which  circled  the  ur^e  until  1000  unmolested  by  Allied  aircraft 
or  anti-aircraft  fire.*** 


By  0929 , the  SAN  JUAN  had  attained  a speed  of  thi!*ty  cnots.**  At  1004, 
her  radar  screen  war  clear,**  the  Japanese  reconnaissance  plane  haring  pro- 
ceeded eastward  to  investigate  Indispensable  Strait,***  The  SAN  JUAN  than 
slowed  to  standard  bpeeo  acd  maneuvered  to  olose  the  transport  area.  At 
1032,  she  began  her  petrol  of  the  tranvports  which  had  settled  b*ok  in  their 
unloading  berths. 

At  1115,  several  rihlps  - which  turned  out  to  be  destroyers,  at  least 
one  of  which  (the  3AGLFY,'  was  bringing  in  survivors  from  the  ASTORIA  - were 
observed  standing  into  Area  ?0XE  from  the  vicinity  of  b&vo  Island,** 

At  112  ji,  GTO  62.4  directed  the  BI/CHAJAH  to  assist  AS  AORTA,  damaged  and 
on  fire.  The  BUUKAFAj’J  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  tlx*  ASTORIA  at  11:  und  ra- 

lievod  ths  WILSON  and  the  HUPR.INS  which  had  been  standing  by,**** 

During  tho  remainder  of  the  day.  Fire  Support  Group.  MIAS  to  reaped  the 


on  naoo 


-< AGO  concerning  Action  Against  Snsuy  Forces 
9th,  1942,  Guadaloanal-Tulagi  Area,  ferial  0>9,  Augut?r.  15th,  1942, 

**  Action  Report  SAN  JUAH,  Report  of  Action  Tiilagi-Guadclcaxml,  August 
6th-l^th,  1942,  hncloeurs  (A),  Serial  001,  August  .15th,  1942, 

***  Japan***  Search  Firm,  Augur t Vth-Sth^  1942,  GIG  D„au*vmh  74852,  May 
12ih,  1947. 

****  War  Diary  BUCHAKAK,  August  1942. 
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transports  of  Squadron  YOKE  during  uheir  unloading,*  No  incident  occurred 
to  further  delay  the  unloading  of  the  transports,** 

At  1917,  on  orders  from  CTF  62,  the  remaining  ships  in  Area  YOKE  were 
fanned  in  Approach  Disposition  AR-4,  The  SAN  JUAN  took  station  ahead,  and 
led  the  withdrawal  at  twelvo  knots  through  Lengo  Channel,  which  had  bean 
previously  stnapt  Mid  buoyed  cry  NINRON  TWO,** 


* XotTon  Report,  flfG  fifc.,4,  Report  olTXci'tion  fulagi-kuaff ftloemaT~Xugua?~ 6^h- 
10th,  1942,  Enclosure  (A)  berial  EE24/A16- >(C0i) , Aujust  13th,  1942* 

**  Action  Report  SAN  JUAN,  Report  of  Action  Tulagi-Guadaloana;  , August  6th- 
10th,  1942,  Enoloture  (A),  Serial  001,  August  15th,  1942. 


CHAPTER  XX 


0PEBATI01B  OP  OTHER  ALLIED  P0RCB8 
ftjgO  Input  9th  t*  8400  Au(ca«v.  9th 

(»)  ammons  o?  ctp  ea 


With  the  passage  of  nidnight  both  transport  groups,  XRAT  auad  YO&E, 
were  busily  engage!  unloading  earg o,  primarily  onturtbion  and  ration*. 

This  unloading  had  hose  proceeding  (lowly  during  th*  previous  two  days  for 
n “washer  of  reaacrs,  the  unr*  Important  being  tbs  necessity  (a)  to  await 
orders  'tu  liad  oar-go  after  a teaohlusd  had  bean  secured,  (b)  to  oftaso  un- 
loading on  ordora  fron  the  bet.olv  (°  / to  got  underway,  wot*  Into  unloading 
berths  and  than  saohar,  (4)  to  got  underway  to  avoid  onsny  air  attaoto,  (•) 
to  nan  Ckuaral  Quarters  stations,  and  (f)  to  divert  ships  boats  tenporarily 
to  ther  aMps.  Abo*'.'  one-halt  the  actual  tins  avail  able  was  snployrd  in 
a be  s*  operr ticos.* 

Just  boforo  wdoigbt,  CTJ  St  h-id  oonplated  a oonfsrano®  on  bor.ru  tho 
MoCJVLXY  with  CTP  62.6  and  tkri  C osar  wading  General,  first  Marino  Division. 
Aft ar  this  eoafersuoe  broke  uu,  CTt  62  sect-  % dispatoh  at  about  0100  to 
CTP  61  stating  in  parts  'Air  att&aks  today  resulted  in  loss  of  ELLIOTT, 
ssvoro  damage  JARVIS.  Probably  increasing  tonorrorr , and  absat>oa  of  rir 
support  require*  as  to  withdraw  all  ship*  temporarily  frew  this  arsa  to 
avoid  unwarranted  loss."*#  Orfortunetely,  * portion  of  this  dispatoh  waa 
garbled,  as  i-eeeived  by  th#  HASP.***  Sin  as  th*  original  is  not  avaiiablo 
to  this  study,  it  is  not  oloar  what  slsa  CTP  62  r sported  to  CTP  61.  But 
It  is  surmised  that  it  had  saasthiig  to  on  with  th*  withdrawal  of  tha 
rarri.vrs. 

After  sealing  out  ths  above  message,  and  while  writing  to  hear  fron 
tho  Commdlng  General,  Pirst  Marine  Division  concerning  th*  logistic 
situation  ashore  at  Tulagi,  CTP  62  turned  his  attention  to  th*  unloading 
operation*  of  his  transport*  and  cargo  ships  at  Guadalcanal.  Re  had 
clearly  dismissed  the  possibility  of  night  nttaok  by  surface  ships  sher 
ha  decided  that  th*  J spans oe  foroe  - contacted  at  1026,  August  6th  - 
was  an  route  to  R>kata  Bay.,**** 


* Action  Report.  PSTELOEnSB,  Report  of  Aeticn  off  Guadaloantl  Island, 
Solomon  Islands,  August  7th- 8th,  and  9th,  1942,  Serial  AS23/A16-3, 
August  16th,  1942. 

•*  CTP  62  Dispatch  061406,  August  194‘i,  to  CTP  61. 

***  CTG  61.1.1  (bTF  18)  visual  dispatch  062226,  .August  1942,  to  CTF  61 
(CTP  11). 

••**  Action  Report  CTG  62.6  First  Battle  of  Saw  Island,  Serial  AT 
1066/16,  August  13th,  1042,  para.  91. 


At  0145  he  observed  the  aircraft  flsres  dropped  In  Area  XRKY  by  a 
Japanese  plane."  At  the  same  tLne,  he  heard  heavy  gunl’ir®  to  tho  vent- 
ward  in  the  channel  south  of  3avo  Island.*  What  hi*  "eaotions  were-  at 
this  tisws  trn  not  recorded.  He  had  not  expeo'Ced  auch  an  attack  at  thie 
tl:se»  however,  when  ha  approved  CTG  62„6' e night  screening  disposition, 
it  is  olsar  that.  ho  shared  that  Commander's  oojrftdenoe  that  tee  Allied 
Koreeciwf  groups  constituted  adequate  force  properly  placed  for  the  very 
purpose  of  repelling  an  enemy  surface  attack.  Therefore,  he  doe*  not 
appear  to  have  been  greatly  alarmed  by  tho  situation  which  suddenly  de- 
veloped at  0145,, 

Ei*  majority  of  the  transport  and  cargo  ships  in  iron  X1AY,  upon  sight- 
ing the  aircraft  flares,  promptly  discontinued  unloading  operations,  darken- 
ed ship.  w>ob.  tc  General  Quarters,  and  at  about  0150  acme  of  them  got 
underway  without  orders  so  as  to  be  able  to  macoirrer  in  oase  of  attack.'* 

It  is  strident  th.it  the  Coaenanding  Officer*  clearly  appreciated  the  threaten- 
ing danger . the  night  wee  dark,  there  were  frequent  rain  ,5 qua ) In  whloVt  gave 
poor  visibility  - ac  low  as  500  yards  at  tinea  - and  low  clouds,  all  of 
which  gave  excellent  cover  to  an  attacking  ship,**  and  it  appeared  wise  to 
clear  the  tnohorage  and  head  for  deeper  water  anc>  maneuvering  room. 

TV, a handling  of  these  transports  and  cargo  ships  by  the  responsible 
off  We;  , at  this  time,  in  ,ne  light  of  weather  conditions.  ws>.a  excel  lent; 
and  shewed  unusually  fine  training  and  fine  discipline.  All  of  the  ship® 
were  "milling  around"  in  close  proxitdty  to  eaoh  other  and  yet  no  ahipa 
collided  and  none  opened  fire  on  a f riendly  ship.**  It  is  pertinent  to 
quote  the  Comaar.ding  'Officer  of  an  A A,  who  stated;  "It  is  most  renmrkablv 
that  none  of  our  ships  of  tho  transport  group  fired  on  say  other  ship 
during  the  entire  pariod,  although  all  ships  must  have  had  eaoh  other 
covered;  tho  slightest  msmeve  on  the  part  of  any  one  would  have  caused 
much  indiscriminate  firing."** 

Meanwhile.  CTi'  62  oould  too  the  gunf lashes,  but  he  hoard  nothing 
from,  his  oamuuiders  concerning  the  nature  of  their  opposition.  He  must 
have  been  anxious  for  nn  immediate  report.  However,  he  took  no  direct 
action,  but  left  the  conduct  of  the  battle  to  CTG  62,6.  He  did  not  know 
that  CTG  62. S and  the  AUSTRALIA  had  not  rejoined  the  screening  group; 
for  that  officer  - in  ctaoidiug  not  to  rejoin  his  command  - had  failed  to 
notify  CTF  62  of  this  faot.*** 


~+~Wtr  bis'ry,  "CfF  £T?  August 

**  Action  Report,  BSfRLGSiUSH,  Report  of  Action  off  Guadalctnal  Island 
August  7th,  6th.  and  9th,  1942,  Augvst  15th,  1S42. 

«■**  Report  of  Admiral  Arthur  J.  Hepburn,  U8H  (Ret.),  to  Ccraander-in- 
Chief,  U.S.  Paoifio  Fleet,  May  13th,  1943,  on  Informal  Inquiry  into 
Circumstances  Attending  the  Loss  of  VTMCENKSS,  o to.,  on  August  Pth, 
1942,  para.  51. 


Bwwwr,  CTP  62  imrtwJi Xy  loi uroe<*  of  xh*  ab^uo*  of  CTO  62.6j  for* 
in  nil  probability,  ho  Intercepted  too  dlspateh  from  that  offioor  at 
0226  o the  CMCA30,  YIBdWNEd  raid  CTO  62.4  asking  if  they  had  boon  In 
notion.*  E*  prob-My  <il^o  lntaroepted  the  CKI'UOO*  a reply  that  aha  had 
Wm  In  battle  but  era  not  an-*,**  and  C?9  62*4*  • reply  that  hit  group  had 
not  ^-ooa  is  notion.  *•*  it  la  highly  probabl*  that  CTP  62  had  alao  noted 
that  CTO  32-  6 wt  unable  to  gat  way  replies  from  the  QUTftCT,  YTWCWNS5  or 
ASTORIA. 

Lat"*r  m„  at  about  0249.  OTP  62  mou  to  hare  intercepted  a diapatoh 
frost  tha  CiCCUJO  t*  CT1  62.6  wfcivh  stated  that  the  CQTCAQO,  whioh  ana 
south  of  Savo  Island,  bad  bean  hit  by  a torpedo  sad  «u  slightly  dons  by 
the  bee*,  that  the  eoessy  a hi  pa  had  been  firing  tc  seaward)  and  that  tbw 
CJKBN&KA  aa*  on  fii#  with  two  destroyers  at  ending  by.** 

lhat  OTP  62  thought,  new  that  he  had  dltoovareu  that  CTO  62.6  um 
visaing  frees  the  tattle  area  end  that  his  ships  bad  suffered  severely, 
ie  nowhere  stated)  hut  it  is  alpiifioant  that  he  took  no  aoticn  e/in  to 
•nonsuit  vlth  CTO  62.6  by  TB8  voice  or  C.H.  radio.  Tt  ie  likely  that  ha 
believed  that  CTO  62., 6 was  eapable  of  handling  the  situation,  and  there* 
fore  he  a tould  not  interfere  with  him  at  this  orltionl  tie*.  It  also 
appears  I lively  that  he  felt  confident  that,  cast  that  officer  understood 
the  rapidly  developing  situation,  ha  we\ild  immediately  inform  him. 

At  0310.  CT7  6C  r»«sived  a message  froa  CTO  6*!. 6 whioh  seated  that 
a night  action  between  eurfeoa  ships  was  underway  near  8*.w©  Island,  bat 
that  as  yet  he  had  act  be«n  able  to  dctermlna  its  ah* -meter.**  CTP  62 
than  realised  that  CTO  d2.6  luxe*  as  little  a*  he  did  shout  the  aotitju, 
xhloh  was  far  from  reassuring. 

This  situation  must  have  heocne  oritioal  ~ to  ade  way  of  thinking 
- when  at  0330  he  intercepted  the  expected  dispatch  from  CO6&OPACP0®  to 
CTP  SI  approving  the  withdrawal  of  TO  61.1.***  CTP  ™ than  pres*p tXy  rar.t 
a dispatch  to  CTP  61  at  0540  in  which  he  report**!?  ‘Hkxrfaoe  attack  an 
the  eereea  ooordlnet'wl  with  u»o  of  aircraft  flr.re*.  CEECACfc.  hit  torpedo. 
CARBMRRA  on  fir*  ."*•**  This  nessege  indioatac  a i»p*r  on  the  part  of 
CTP  62  that  CTP  61  night  delay  his  planned  withdrawal  of  TC  fll.l  fro*  the 
area  in  view  of  the  b*d  news.  Uni'ortwately  ae  will  be  pointed  out  later, 
this  vital  massage  wau  »t  reoeivow  by  CTP  61  until  about  eight  hoar*  later. 

At  0410.  CT?  62  received  a aessagB  from  the  PATTERSCK  reporting  the 
CAN3NRRA  out  of  (Mmmisaiou. 


“ *"cw  as.*  

**  Aetian  Report,  CTO  < 2.6,  The  Capture  and  Oooupaticn  by  baited  Notions 
FUroee  of  Tulagl  and  OuarioleestaX,  3»rirJL  ATI 066/1 o,  August  13th,  1942 
to  CTP  62. 

*•*  COBOPACPOE  Dispatch  081144,  August  1<?42,  to  CTP  61. 

*e*  CTP  82  Disoai  h 081616,  August  194%  to  CfP  61. 


About  this  time,  CTP  €2  likely  sensed  that  his  screening  foroee  had 
benn  heavily  damaged,  tut  the  fact  t‘iat  his  transports  had  not  been 
at  a.oked  gave  hia  assurer  oe  that  perhaps  thr  serosn  had  suuoeaded  in 
dr .ring  off  the  enessy  raiding  forces*  Had  he  realised  that  actually  trey 
h?d  not  done  so*  but  that  inetesd  there  had  been  sn  alnost  open  lane  to 
hi  i transports  and  oar go  ahipu  for  the  past  two  hours,  he  would  hvv®  ex- 
prrisnoed  great  oonoenij  A£  it  was,  be  oonoludad  that  the  e*outi<r'i  of 
hie  tentative  plan  of  retiring  at  about  0650  was  now  oven  more  urgent 
tlan  ne  had  originally  thought.  He  must  depart  or  loss  his  ships!  He 
oculd  not  be  delayedl  Bren  though  the  Conaandlng  r«n-ral,  First  Marine 
Id  tin  ion  had  not  yet  returned  fr<aa  Tulagi  with  ti.w  logistic*  inforaatleu 
up.vn  which  CTF  62  tentatively  planned  to  base  the  tins  of  his  withdrawal* 
he  now  reached  a decision  to  set  hie  withuroaal  ti»  at  0650.  For  at 
0436  he  released  two  aessages*  To*  first  was  addressed  to  ths  Task 
Foroe,  and  reads  "It  ia  urgent  for  this  force  depart  this  are*  06501"* 

The  second  steasags,  addressed  to  CTO  62.6*  read*  "If  CAFBSRRA  cannot 
join  retiremut  in  tine*  shs  should  be  destroyed.  Our  departure  urgent!  "A* 

The  decision  to  destroy  the  CANBSHRA  was  probably  an  extrooely  diffi- 
cult decision  for  Ct?  62  to  sake.  Be  of  course  teew  vhe.t  there  ms  ar. 
ovar-ali  sho"-‘ag»  of  Allied  oenbatant  chips  ia  tfc*  Paolflo,  and  that  every 
an:lp  rae  vi  for  future  operations.  He  had  every  reason  to  foar  that 
' . em&  oruisere.  if  not  already  sunk*  would  probably  be  cut  of  aobion 
for  awaw  tine  while  undergoing  repairs*  Finally*  it  ia  probable  that  he 
considered  the  effect  that  ths  destruction  of  the  CAM 3KRRA  night  have  on 
Australian  publio  opinion. 

He  appears  to  hav*  based  hia  dvcicioa  on  ths  following*  Be  wan  re- 
tiring) he  oould  not  tow  the  CIS RiSkRA  awsy  without  air  cover.  m*  he  would 
w*r«ly  invite  Japanese  attack  upon  her  - either  by  suta&rine  or  aircraft  - 
read  would  probably  loss  thereby  not  only  the  CAS 6RERA  but  nleo  one  or  more 
of  the  towing  stipe,  whiob.  necessarily  would  be  eruissra  or  destroyer*. 

H»  oould  not  leave  her  to  fall  into  Japanese  hands,  for  if  not  salvaged 
by  then,  at  lesst  she  would  be  thoroughly  searched  and  studied.  The 
correctness  of  this  decision  is  Dome  out  so*M*hab  by  the  Executive  Offi- 
cer, CANBERRA  who  later  stated)  "It  was  realised  ths  position  was 
ocpeless,  end  orders  were  given  at  approximately  061b  to  stop  efforts  to 
lav's  tie*  ship  and  to  prepare  for  abandoning.  The  livt  at  this  liar  had 
incrensed  to  about  seventeen  degrees  end  there  had  hewn  internal  explo- 
sions and  rumblings."*** 

At  0516,  CTF  C2  intercepted  a message  from  the  RALPH  TALBOT  to 
CTO  u£.6  stating  that  rhe  bad  been  badly  dusagud  and  aeaded  help. 


• Action  Report,  PATTERSON,  Cnga^aasct  with  tkjcvy  Surfaoe  Ships, 

August  8th-9th,  1942,  Serial  001,  August  XSth,  1942. 

*o  RTF  62  Hi  sunt oh  331716,  August  194?,  to  CTO  6?. 6 
*■•**  Report  of  Executive  Officer,  OABBKFHA,  to  JT"  44  ( CTO  62,6)  oon-.rm- 
inf,  'am  of  CAHBEKRA;  Augu-'h  l?th(  19*2. 
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At  0625..  he  wr.s  knr«  of  gunfire  on  betring  290°(T)  from  his  posi- 
tion; but  he  did  net  know  the  eource  of  it  - **  he  later  indicated  in  * 
dispatch  vo  CTF  6i«*  This  firing,  which  ceased  at  aboot  0527,  was 
exchanged  between  the  PATTERSON  and  the  CHICAGO  which  had  wistaxeu  one 
another  for  energy  and  had  opened  fire,  fortunately  without  damage. 

By  this  time,  CTF  62  was  becoming  oouoerned  about  hit  unloading  epera- 
tions  which  had  been  interrupted  by  the  transports  and  onrgo  ships  getting 
underway  at  0150.  At  sunrise,  0652,  he  noted  that  they  were  still  underway. 
It  la  not  clear  whether  he  had  heard  as  yet  fro*  the  Ccnuanding  General, 
First  Karine  Division  as  to  th%  logistics  retirements  at  Tuisgi.  Cer- 
tainly thut,  Codnanding  General  had  not  as  yet  returned  tc  the  MoCAKLEY. 

Tb.e  Commanding  General,  First  Karf.ro  Division  has  recently  stated  that, 
after  he  had  consulted  with  the  senior  officers  at  TulagL  - COKTRANSIiJV 
SIGHT**  and  tha  Coiwaanding  General  Group  YOK  (Tulagl  )«**  - apparently  on 
board  the  ransport  ITEVIbUS,  he  had  sent  CTF  62  a dispatch  by  TBS  voice 
radio  from  the  301*? HARD  (probably  initiated  after  0500  when  t*»  had  rstunoed 
on  beard  the  SOUTHARD)  <,***•  This  dispatch  r.s  not  available  to  this  study. 
However,  Commanding  General,  Firat  Marine  Division  states  that  tc  the  best 
of  his  recollection  he  reported  "that  there  was  a day  and  a half  of  fire 
of  aaruniticn  euihore,  that-  there  was  approximately  three  days  of  rations, 
that  the  island  had  not  been  completely  scoured;  that  TF  62  should  not 
call  until  mors  smaunltlnr.  and  rations  were  put  ashore;  snd  that  1«* 
urged  at  least  sslx  hours  more  unloading  before  sailing."*****  Whether  or 
not  this  ac»o«gc  cas  finally  received  by  the  MoCAWlfY  (CTG  62* s flagship) 
oenot  be  dstemi.cmd j but  it  is  inoan  that  the  SOUTHARD  endeavored  to 
sand  it  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  night, ****** 

Received  or  not,  it  seeuis  clear  trot  CTF  62  knew  at  this  time  that 
he  had  not  auoce^dod  in  landing  adequate  supplies  since  hie  2525  con- 
ference with  the  Cwuxiading  General,  First  Marine  I>.  vision  and  CTG  62;, 6. 

He  had  learned  thin  in  part  frsm  hie,  Aseistant  Chief  of  Staff who 
stated i "I  h?:d  personally  visited  isost  of  the  transports  of  the  fulagi 
Transport  Group  that  ni&ht  and  (had)  urged  tha  Commanding  Offioers,  in- 
cluding the  Transport  Group  Ccmsmnder,**  to  get.  supplies  unloaded,  stating 
that  these  were  Admiral  Turner's  orders." 


• Action  Report  CTF  62,  August  9th , T9V2 , ” 

•*  Captain  George  B.  Ashe,  DSN. 

v**  Brigadier  General  William  H.  Rupertus,  USMC. 

****  War  Diary,  COtTHAJU),  August  9th,  1942. 

*****  Letter  Marofe  25th,  1949,  fror  General  A„A.  Yandegrift,  USKC  (Bet), 
to  Commodore  R.W.  Batss,  USX  (Ret),  Head  of  Depsr^ant  of  Analysis, 
U.S.  Haval  War  College, 

******  letter  tfaroh  50th,  1960,  fr<*a  Brigadier  General  H.D.  Liascott,  GSMC 
to  Cosimrdore  R,W„  Sat  as,  DSR  (Ret),  Head  of  Department  of  Aralysis, 


OfrS*  Biaval  War  College. 
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CTT  6t  amoe  tpla  had  to  •boos#  betwesm  t«o  alternatives.  Should 
ho  rwft.li  until  he  had  land  ad  sufficient  supplies  to  inaura  that  tha 
Karim  aatot  pc  war  was  adequate  to  accomplish  it*  objectives  wad  thci^ 
by  trJce  tha  ohsoree  of  losing  nany  of  hie  ships  i or  should  hs  retire 
promptly*  boaring  in  nind  that  ha  would  thereby  bo  jeopardising  ths 
billed  JLtmd  o pa  rations  through  lsek  of  sufficient  Xogistis  support  end 
threatening  ths  eeaplete  fslluro  of  the  entire  optratioat  Be  did  not 
long  delay  in  his  decision.  Be  correctly  decide**  to  rs— in,  end  st  OMl 
informed  CTT  dl  of  this  decision.  as  foil  oast  "Unable  depart  as  planned 
boesuse  insufficient  supplies  have  been  landed*  Bequest  air  oover  for 
ettask  on  uaamj  surface  forces  this  area*"*  In  this  ass  sage*  CTT  62  had 
plainly  inferred  that  »»y  losses  which  his  in— it  1 night  suffer  while 
reloading  on  the  9th  - with  or  without  air  eovsr  - wore  row  warranted* 

This  was  s reversal  of  t!f-«  decision  expressed  in  his  dispatch  at  0105 
wherein  he  had  stated  that  it  was  necessary  to  votiro  to  avoid  unwarrant- 
ed loss*  and  is  an  excellent  example  of  CTT  62' s ability  to  reoogalse  that 
the  situation  had  changed  - a primary  qualification  for  ecumnd. 

At  0644,  COMCKWOT  TOTE  reported  the  ASTORIA  waa  in  flatten*  and  four 
destroyers  were  picking  up  her  survivors, 

A few  minutes  later*  CTT  62  reported  to  CTO  62.  • along  similar  lines » 
"ASTORIA  on  fire*  Captain  and  orew  trying  to  save*  Apparently  QUIJfCT  sunk* 
X®  news  YIXCKtfV.  Believe  TALBOT  sunk*  Believe  ships  ran  into  autocrine 
and  surface  torpedo  trap."*®  This  dispatch  revsala  tj»  confusion  which 
was  in  CTT  62*  a nind*  ever,  at  this  late  hour*  concerning  the  nature  of  the 
night  battle  and  one*  again  points  out  the  necessity  for  a subordinate  to 
keep  his  interested  o nan  winders  informed  tf  to  the  progress  and  nature  of 
any  action  in  which  said  subordinate  may  be  engaged. 

Between  damn  and  about  0700*  transports  and  cargo  ships*  which  had 
been  milling  around  In  Iron  bottom  Sound*  had  returned  to  their  anchor- 
ages end  haul  ocaseenoed  unloading  a grin. 

At  0700*  most  likely  both  OTP  62  and  CTO  62,6  received  tbs  report 
from  the  SAX'  JUAB  of  her  radar  sontaot  on  an  unidentified  group  of  planes, 
(Actually*  they  were  the  SARATOGA  search  planes).  CTT  t»2  or  CTO  62*6*  or 
both*  then  ordered  Tire  Support  Group  RIK,  which  included  the  SAX  JUAB* 
X0X5SJB  and  BUCHAilAI*  to  return  to  Transport  Area  YOKX  and  to  be  prepared 
to  do  battle  there**** 

About  this  tine*  CTT  62  oowmanoed  receiving  reports  concerning  sub- 
marines in  Iron  Bottom  Sound.  At  0708  he  received  snnh  a report  fross  the 
XILflOR  i at  0712  from  ths  XUOTORD,  Actually  there  were  no  Japanese  sub- 
marines in  the  are*,  until  after  sunset  on  August  9 th, 


~ c?r  tarrm^CT 19^  ts  trr  «i. 

**  Rmarks  by  CTO  S2.8  "Sight  Aotiou  off  Save  Island,  August  9th,  1942" 
to  CTF  62,  August  11th,  1942. 

***  Action  Report*  CTO  6**4,  Report  of  Action  Tulagi-Guadalounal,  August 
Jth-10th,  1942,  Serial  FX24/A1S-3(001),  August  15th,  1942. 
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During  this  tine,  OFF  S2  reosired,  «itb*r  directly  or  through  inter- 
ception, limited  information  from  tine  to  tiro  from  those  destroyers 
which  ure  angered  in  rsoowerLig  survivors  and  trying  to  salvage  tk* 
A8T0RIA, 

At  0747,  tha  SOUTHARD,  closed  tha  McCARLST  and  transferred  ths  Cnm- 
vanding  Owners! , first  Marina  Dirt »i cm  and  his  staff  to  that  jhlp^  How- 
ora  r,  it  appear*  that  tha  Coanaan^ii.g  General,  Plret  Marins  Diriflcc,  and 
hia  staff,  £ld  not  aotually  beard  tha  MeCAMLKT  as  it  was  naoassary  for  tha 
Couandlng  General  to  proseea  ashore  to  Ouadaloanal  to  rejclo  his  division 
head^uurtwrs.**  It  is  not  elsar  ah  at  ha  r ha  disousssd  aabtsra  with  CTP  (4 
at  this  tint  but  it  «eac;  probabls  that  hs  hald  a oottvsreabi<v.  at  tha 
ganjieay  while  tha  mwahere  of  RTF  32*  a ataff,  who  wara  r.ith  hia,  ollVxtd 
aboard  tha  KoCARUnr  by  cargo  net.**  If  CTF  32  had  net  haerd  bafora  of  tha 
general  situation  at  Tulagi  ha  waa  now  informed. 

At  0800,  CTF  62  dwoidwd  that  CTF  61  should  b*  advised  aa  to  the 
progress  of  tha  action*  da  sent  hin  by  diapatoh*  *H®a.ry  action*  oontlnua 
to  the  westward*  wore  of  our  shirs  in  trouble.  Sutmarinec  in  tha  araa,**a* 
Why  h*  did  not,  at  this  tins,  advise  CTF  61  of  tha  possible  lose  of  tha 
QUIHCT  and  iALBOT,  of  Mi  lack  of  nsws  of  tha  7IBCEKM88,  and  of  the  firs 
on  the  ASTORIA  - information  which  hs  had  given  owr  one  hour  sarller  to 
CTO  32,6  - is  not  known  Perhaps  he  dssixsd  to  report  definite  lnforva- 
tior.  ratnsr  than  surmise 

Um  at  0800,  CT7  6E,  who  «aa  aware  of  tha  coout  bombers  from  rha 
3BHKEHPRI8B  dropping  photographs  on  Guadalcanal  Bsaoh,  iwt  these  planau 
n solas  swaxaga  through  Orange  Bassi  rTo  Adwlral  Flwtohwr  iron  Admiral 
Turney  « Apprsolats  knowing  Admiral  Fletoher5*  plan  by  wtsengv  drop.**ee* 

At  this  biwv,  CTF  62  did  cot  realise  that  CTF  61  had  not  reevivsd  either 
hie  0100  or  Ms  0546  messages. 

At  0640„  CTO  62,6  In  the  AUSTRALIA  received  word  from  a coast  watohwr 
on  &«ugaln«i\lr  Island  that  hs  had  heard  a formation  of  aircraft  going 
southeast,*****  and  yaneed  this  word  to  CTF  62  who  ^mediately  broadcast 
an  sdr  raid  alert,  Dwcauss  of  this  alert,  ail  transports  <n**ad  unloading; 
got  underway  - on  orders  this  tins  - and  assumed  a formation  to  repel  air 
att»ok.e*****  CTF  62  ad  so  inaadiatsly  informed  CTF  61  by  dispatohi 


*•< 


a** 
a«** 
• ***.* 

****** 


T5rT053y,  BODrtlA^,  August  8th,  T5T2T 

Let  *«r  Mtni'ch  30th-  I960  frua  Brigadier  General  H.D.  Linsoott,  3 SMC 
tc  Cosmodore  R.tl,  Bates,  USE  (Rat),  T.ead  of  Department  of  AnAly- 
si*,  U.S.  I awl  Mar  College^. 

CTF  « DUfutwh  082100,  August  194S  to  CTF  61. 

CTF  61.1  Visual  Dispatch  062169,  August  1942  to  CTF  61. 

CGfiSORKiPAC  Di spat oh  (about)  092107,  August  1942,  to  Any  0.0. 
aaval  ftaip. 

War  Digry  CTF  62,  Argret  9th « 1942,  and  Action  Report  CTO  6f«6 
Concerning  First  Ba';tlo  of  Save  Island,  Serial  A?1066/i6,  Aw ~ vat, 
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"QUINCY  sunk  by  torpedoes  and  gunfire,.  air  attack  en  rout*.”* 

The  warning  of  approaching  Japanese  plane*  aust  have  been  iitoourag- 
ing  to  CTF  92,  for  ha  could  plainly  ih  that  if  air  alerts  wore  to  be 
routine  all  day  with  the  result  that  his  transports  and  cargo  ships  would 
be  kept  underway  during  daylight,  he  night  not  be  able  to  discharge  suffi- 
cient supplies  to  panic  Ms  departure  that  day. 

In  oonjunetian  ruth  this  air  raid  warning  received  from  a ooast  watoher 
m Bougainville  Ini  ted  - there  was  also  the  radar  contact  of  the  JTJAi 
on  the  Japanese  search  plana  which  had  arrived  over  Iron  cotton  Sound 
shortly  after  C0CO.**  Certainly  the  sensitivity  of  the  units  of  T*  62  to 
air  attack  was  chronic. 

In  the  noontime,  CTF  62  anxiously  awaited  cone  reply  fron  CTT  81. 

He  knew  that  that  Cenmender  and  the  earriera  wore  within  operating  radius 
of  Tulsgi,  for  ths  8ARATOGA  search  planes  and  the  two  ao«ut  bonbarr  from 
the  WTEPPRISB  hod  teen  overhead  at  0750.  CTF  62  appears  to  have  hoped 
that  CTF  61  would  than  appreciate  ths  critical  nature  of  the  situation 
confronting  him  - as  presented  in  the  varlcue  dispatches  whion  he*  hod  sent 
since  0100  - and  that  CTF  61  would  take  nose  positive  action. 

At  0916,  CTF  62  received  a report  of  a submarine  operating  In  the 
vicinity.  This  ws*  a false  contact. 

As  the  operations  c-t  rescuing  survivors  were  reported  by  the  destroy- 
ers to  CTF  32,  he  he  core  aware  of  the  extent  of  the  uueage  effected  by  the 
Japanese  night  attaok.  By  1026,  be  knew  the  VIHCCTNFS  had  sunk  at  0266 
with  heavy  orsu&ltiss.  He  so  informed  CTF  61.***  By  1046,  he  woe  infona- 
ed  by  a dispatch  fron  the  Coszpardir.g  Officer,  ASTORIA  - transmitted  through 
CQKMIHRGN  T3P0  in  the  HDFXISS  • t at  there  was  s ohsnoe  that  the  burning 
ASTORIA  night  be  saved  by  tevring  her  through  Lsngp  Channel  to  Efate.  He 
informed  CTF  61  to  this  off  cot,  adding  i "Movements  require  proteotion 
which  I an  unable  to  provide."****  This  appeal  seine  to  have  been  CTF  62 ' s 
last  attewpt  to  obtain  CTF  Si's  support. 

By  1100,  it  is  probable  that  CTF  62  wondsred  why  nn  Japanese  air 

attaaks  hv.d  been  and*  on  hie  command.,  for  the  logical  tiwa  for  on  air 

attack  is  when  on  enecy  is  disabled,  disorganised,  and  possibly  demoral- 
ised. Perhaps  he  oonoluded  - as  did  CTQ  62.6  - that  the  wcemy  air  losses 
had  been  eo  rerioue  as  to  prevent  such  an  attack  being  mod*.  Actually  as 
has  been  pointed  cut  previously,  this  was  not  the  case  for  the  Japanese 

air  attack  group  had  been  diverted  to  attack  the  JARVIS  at  1300.  Since  the 

JAKVT8  was  without  radio  ocKmuniofetlons,  CTF  62  vas  never  Informed  of  h* :r 
plight. 

— * "cW  85  flep!l,W,»m,"A«,gu«i  1842  CT¥T8T7 “ — 

**  lotion  Report  6 AS  .IT)  AS,  Report  of  Action,  Tulagi-Ouaialoanal , Augur*? 

8th- 10th,  1942,  Knolosuru  (A),  Serial  001,  August  loth,  1942, 

•**  CTF  62  Hi's  patch  082325,  August  1942  to  CSi  61. 

*«**  CTF  62  Dispatch  082868,  August  1942  to  CTF  61. 
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Bines  no  Japanese  air  attr.ok  bad  netet dallied  by  1100,  CTT  42 
direoted  ths  transports  wad  cargo  uMpa  to  return  to  their  berths.  So 
bad  already  determined,  wh<Ie  hi  a ships  usrs  underway  during  tho  air  raid 
alert*  that  tho  oritiesl  itoaa  of  supply  for  tho  Karines  ashore  at  Tulagl 
wro  in  tha  holds  of  the  1SXVILLB,  ZSILXI,  cad  PRBSiraWT  JACRBCHfi,  and  that 
those  needed  at  Ousdnleanal  were  in  the  113TWOOD.  Et  ordered  theee  ships 
to  rf-suas  unloading  operations.*  Ha  ordered  ail  other  ships  except  ths 
BDFKIBB.  wHioh  was  still  attereptirg  to  how  tho  ASTORIA  at  this  tine  • to 
heist  all  boats  and  propars  to  sortie.** 

As  his  transports  and  screening  vessels  wars  returning  to  their 
respective  unloading  proas,  CTV  32  tamed  his  attention  to  ths  surrieors 
of  the  night  oruissr  action*  Obviously  there  wore  rsuy  wounded  non  who 
bad  spout  hours  in  the  wata**  without  madias!  attsntlou.  Furthermore,  the 
crowded  conditions  lu  tho  resouin*  destroyers  interfered, with  their  battle 
affioiouoy.  Sow  that  his  transports  were  beginning  to  drop  their  anchors,*** 
ths  first  opportunity  arose  to  oar*  for  tho  surrieors,  especially  the 
txnnied.  At  1119  ^ be  ordered  the  ALCEIhA  to  r vooced  to  the  J!  TORI  A end 
take  her  in  tew,  end  ordered  the  BOCXJVAN  to  steud  by  th»  ASTORIA  to 
fight  firs**  At  ths  saws  time,  he  directed  (XVSXIRCS  WO  to  bring  the 
ROmSB,  HKX,  end  IfXiAQR  into  A?*s.  TEAT* 

By  12*0,  err  62  observed  that  ths  unloading  operations  had  been 
fblly  reeuaed.*  He  ** leoted  e transport  for  the  survivors  and  at  1300, 
gas*  an  order  ever  TBS  radio  to  CCUnlSRCRI  TiO  to  discharge  all  survivoi  „ 
to  the  BT'dRR  LI3GHT.**** 

At  1416,  he  had  his  enusar  as  regards  C?TF  61  »•  plan*  for  ho  inter- 
cepted t‘mt  officer's  diepanoh  addressed  to  OCKJORAC  suisaarislng  hie 
(err  62*  s)  reports  1»  hin.*****  Hit  reaction  to  CTT  61* s final  aooaret 
in  the  nbova  dispatoh  - namely;  "street  Turner  to  take  reports  direct 
iso  you,  info  to  mei*  - le  nowhere  reeord*d,  but  can  readily  be  sumised. 

■CTT  61  now  knew  that  he  rould  revive  uo  support  fits  either  C?F  61  or 
tJTQ  61.1.  He  else  lnvw  that,  in  ritrar  of  fcfc*  retirwaa&s  of  CTF  61  with 
TO  61*1,  he  automatically  became  the  Offic*r»ia-TeetI«al  Cc**»nd  of  what 
renbicod  in  the  area  of  the  original  Srpedxtijjnary  Foree,  TF  31.  It  seems 
surprising  that,  he  !iad  not  been  informed  directly  by  OCStCOPACTOR  or  by 
CTT  61  of  ths  departure  of  CT"  31  with  T9  (51.1.  In  addition  be  had  not 
bscti  advised  of  his  own  suooession  to  command  or  of  his  superior4 e plans! 

Es  waa  definitely  on  his  own) 


— — 

**  CYF  tot  2i*pfttoh  09C030  August  1942  to  HMps  in  Area  xR AY.  (See 
Action  Report  H0PAJN3  Report  of  ftigegeoant  in  (haadalounxl-Florida 
Area.,  Augur t Tth-Rth,  1942,  Serial  0 OdV,  August.  12th,  194k.) 

***  Action  Report,  BkTflifS&3R,  Report  of  Act  lorn  off  Guadalcanal  Islend, 
Solomon  Islands,  August  Tth,  8 th.  and  9th,  1942,  August  16t.f,  1942. 
****  Action  Report  WPILIW  Report  of  Bar<f*»wmt  in  Quadslounal-Florlda 
Area,  August  itb-Ath,  19C£,  Serial  v.067,  August  12th,  1942* 

*****  Cf?  61  Dicpatoh  090316,  August  1912  tu  SOWBORAC  _ 
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Hs  tlwrufor*  re-estimated  the  situation,  possibly  About  a*  follows. 

Ho  had  reason  to  belirae  that  suhtarmaa  we*s  in  tha  arwa,  and  suspected 
that  more  would  scon  arrive  thara.  Ha  also  had  roasoc  to  1/aliava  that 
tho  Japanasa  oommander  would  not  allow  his  ship*  to  rosais  in  Iron  Bottom 
Sound  fraa  from  air  attaoks.  Ha  probably  fait  that  - in  Tiow  of  tha 
nearness  of  Japan® as  air  baaas  to  tha  northwest  - these  air  attaoka  would 
gradually  increase  in  intensity  and  fsrooity.  On  tha  other  hand,  ha 
realised  that  tha  Marinas  would  ba  laft  in  a precarious  posit!  on  ashore, 
should  ha  laws*  bafora  sufficient  supplies  had  bean  lanital.  And  yet,  tha 
(xpaotad  Japanasa  air  attaoks  would  wake  it  warm  and  mere  difficult  to 
land  auppliaa  in  tha  laytins,  and  tha  Japanaes  svbmarl&ss  would  make  it 
almost  iiqmsaibla  at  night.  Thle  wa  air  udy  apparent,  for  tha  poaaibil- 
ity  of  air  actack  this  vary  morning  had  eausad  tha  transport  a to  ba  da  lay  ad 
in  unloading  for  hours*  CTF  62  knew  that  lass  than  half  of  tha  sixty  days 
auppliaa  and  tan  unftn  of  firs.  Aioh  ba  had  brought  with  hi  a.  had  baan 
unloaded.  Actually,  {hare  wars  but  four  units  of  fir a available  aahora 
at  Tulagi-Ouadaloanal.*  Realising  tha  difficulty  of  getting  auppliaa 
aah:r«  and  fully  appreeiatlng  tha  fact  that  prnoti  sally  no  auppliaa  had 
boon  landed  all  dny,c*  ha  decided  that  nothing  was  to  be  gained  by  re- 
maining. Ha  therefore  gave  orders  to  retire* 

Si  directed  that  ths  transport*  mud  Mfg d ships  in  area  akjlx,  ood- 
ni ating  of  toe  FULLBR,  AMERICAN  LBOIOM,  BKuLAlRIX,  BARNETT.  LIBRA, 

HIM TER  LTvJOSSTT,  PWiLFAlIf,  BSTEX.35D8B,  CR2SCWT  CITT;  ALBWA  and  H8Y- 
WOOO,  plus  tha  escorting  aoraan  composed  of  tha  CHICAGO,  ¥135  8QU  CROI 
TWO,  FATTKUK*,  Z3BBT  and  1O0F0RI),  under  ottoman  d of  Cossander  Traw^pcrt 
Group  jQULY,  were  to  get  underway  at  IBOO.ar*  By  about  1620  all  ships 
were  underway  and  proceeding  to  form  oruJiing  disposition.***  This  group 
passed  lorjt>  Channel  m route  to  Houmea  at  1890,  speed  fourteen  knots. 

CTF  62  In  tha  Me  CAULS'!  had  issuxmhile  mertc  to  Are?.  YOKE*  Ha  diraot- 
od  that  the  transports  and  oas rgo  ships  in  Axes  TOES  consisting  of  tha 
HoCAMUST,  PRESIDWT  HATKS,  PRESIDES?  AZAMS,  ?RE8IDWT  JACKSON,  ALCHIBA, 
NEVILLE  and  ZFILJX,  plua  tha  sorasning  -ships,  SAW  JUAX,  AUSTRALIA.  HOBART, 
TKAKSIJIV  IWSLV8,  HULL,  WILSOM,  ISOMSSffi , BUCHAN  AH,  3 21^1111)38,  BA0IJEY,  HBLM, 
BLOB,  HENLEY  ware  to  gat  underway  r.t  1700. a«a  By  1917,  this  group  bad 
forwad  approach  disposition  AR«4j  and  at  20T.4,  the  group  headed  out  te  pass 
through  Lwago  Channel  Which  they  olaarad  at  2146.  Formation  A8-4  was 
aim' la i to  AB»S  except  tha  SAN  JUAB  was  $ai<ie  with  tha  AUSTRALIA  and  HO- 
BART in  tha  rear.****- 

At  2310.  CTF  32  sat  ooursa  U.8°(T)f  spaed  twelve  knots  sod  h*adad 
for  Houmea. 


• U7s.  Amy  in  world  War  II  - Tha  War  in  "£Fta  fcaeifio  - Guadalcanal 
The  First  Offensive,  pags  91. 

•a  C&raanding  General,  First  Marino  Ld  vision,  Final  Report  i*»  Guadal- 
canal Operations,  Phase  II  (From  *ET*  Hour  to  Evening,  Auir*'«t  9th) 
Serial  00204-108/959. 

a**  Action  Reports  of  Various  Ships  Involved. 

War  Mary  SAM  JUAN  August  9th,  1941  -CTF  32  DJ  spat  oh  090800,  August  1942 
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(b)  OMBATIUB8  OP  CVT  61 


CTF  <1  eontinufrd  t*  operate  with  CTG  61*1  cm  Angus*  9th  - as  be  had 
on  7th  end  8 -,h  - necessarily  because  he  ms  a part  of  it  in  the 

role  of  CTO  61.1.1  tnd,  as  iuh,  t subordinate  oarrior  Group  Coes  under 
under  CTG  dial.  Be  ms  awaiting  a reply  free  CGSISOPACFOR  to  hie  di  spat  oh 
reooeuMedlng  the  withdrawal  of  TG  61.1  and  requesting  a fueling  reads  s to  us  • 
It  is  not  olear  rtaat  thoughts  we\“*  occupying  his  aind  during  this  tins » 
hut  it  is  ;>re3uaed  that  he  was  considering  the  air  operations  for  the 
9th,  should  the  reply  froe  COIBCPACFi*  be  iu  the  negative.  He  had  al- 
ready determined  the  .vrea  wherein  he  planned  to  operate  TG  dl.l.  It  is 
presuasd  also  that  he  had  been  thinking  about  the  effect  his  request  for 
the  retlrment  of  the  carrier  fore  a wotdLd  have  on  CT?  62,  For  rwmi 
unknown,  he  had  failed  to  query  that  officer.  He  does  not  appear  to  have 
■ade  e>y  serious  effort  to  ascertain  the  status  of  the  operations  in  the 
Tula^i^Guadaleanel  Area,  It  eeeau,  clear  that  CTF  61  oonuidered  himself 
acre  the  Comander  of  the  earrier  fores  than  of  the  Sap  ditionary  poroe 
end  that,  in  such  Quite,  ha  operated  almost  independently  of  CTF  62. 

At  0300  - although  It  osanot  he  definitely  so  stated  - it  appears 
highly  probable  that  he  heard  the  earn  flash  import  which  mas  heard  by 
CTO  61,1.2  in  the  KH7KRPR18B,  Indloet'ng  that  some  type  of  surfaoe  action 
ms  transpiring  in  the  fulagl-vtua.ialosaal  Area***  This  ms  probably  the 
diap?toh  frua  the  CHICAGO  to  CTF  62.6,  share  in  the  CHICAGO  reported  that 
she  had  bauc  torpedoed,  that  the  CAHBKFJL*  ms  on  fire,  end  that  eneay 
ship*  siex*e  firing  rron  seaward.** 

CTF  61  should  now  have  been  seriously  ooroerced  regarding  the  opera- 
tions of  TF  62 1 for  - as  has  been  pointed  out  earlier  - he  knew  that  the 
latter  tarV  fora#  had  not  a^  yr*t  ooeplc ted  its  operations  is  the  Tulagi- 
Ouadsloanel  Area.  CTF  61  me  responsible  for  the  auooese  of  the  beslo 
operation  there j end  therefore  he  oould  net  properly  have  riewwd  with 
oanplaeenoy  tony  oounteraotion  in  such  strength  as  to  tteriously  damage 
sereral  of  CTF  62* s heavy  oruisers.  He  continued  on  his  course  of  320»(T) 
at  fifbem  knots  for  a timna  aaalting  further  derelopesmts. 

At  0330  he  received  the  long  awaited  di a pat oh***  fro®  CCHSOPACFOR, 
authorising  the  retirsnent  of  TG  61.1  and  directing  that  foroe  to  fuel  at 
tea  to  the  westward  of  the  line  SspJritu  Santo  Bfate.  At  C400,  bo  changed 
course  to  the  right  to  060°(T).  Because  of  the  nature  of  the  disposition.  - 
three  oarriar  taak  groups  in  an  equilateral  triangle  of  five  alias  cm  each 
aide  - the  changes  of  course  mad#  by  TO  61.1  usut.lly  took  thirty  minutes 
to  exocu'  e.  It  Is  sssuaed  that  CTF  61  omsulted  with  his  stsff  as  to  tn# 
advisability  of  either  remaining  in  the  area  until  he  had  gained  a correct 


* Bar  Diary,  CTO  ffT.T^TcTh  16J7  August  Sch,  1942. 

**  CHICAGO  Diepatoh  08X649,  August  1942  to  AUSTRALIA. 
***>  COMSOPACFOR  Dispatoh  08114,4,  Auguat  1942  to  CTF  61. 
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fiyfr^oimtion  of  t ho  situation  at  Tulvgi-Oue-dalcwaiil,  or  of  retiring  im- 
mediately. It  la  possible  that  ho  expected  to  hoar  frou  CTF  62*  <<r  ersn 
frca  (XHOOPACFC®  with  \*oi^tion  to  th>  situation*  bat  h*  hoard  nothing 
further  at  thlo  time*  Ha  finally  beaded  southeast  at  0450,  and  uMsswtncsd 
hie  retirement  from  the  area. 

In  lino  with  the  abort',  CTF  62  had  aotually  originated  • Mt.up  at 
0846  stating  "Surface  attack  on  screen  coordinated  with  use  of  aircraft 
flare* . CHICAGO  hit  torpedo,  C&IBKRRA  so  fin*,**  For  acre  unknown  rea- 
eon this  message  waa  not  reoeived  by  CTF  61  until  about  ei jht  houra  later, 
or  at  1168*  This  waa  extremely  unfortunate , for  CTF  61  might  possibly 
hare  delayed  hi*  retirement  in  order  to  take  offensive  action  against  the 
Japaneae  oruirers. 

At  this  time  (that  is*  at  0450)  TO  61 war  but  If 8 mile*  aoutheeet 
of  the  Japaneae  Cruiaer  Faroe  and  therefore  would  hare  been  within  eaay 
bombing  range  of  that  foroe  at  dawn,  had  it  continued  on  to  the  north- 
treat.  This  thought  waa  advanced  regretfully  by  CTO  61*1.2  who  etetedi 
“Prompt  report  of  the  situation  might  hare  permitted  airoraft  unite  froa 
TO  61*1  to  participate  end  engage  enemy  foroee  present «*** 

CTF  61  did  not  direct  any  morning  nemrohes  in  addition  to  thut  al- 
ready scheduled  far  v«w  it  uuCw'i  ulsss;.  Ths  fast  that  he  did  not 
iaoroaae  the  radium  of  oea'oL  of  the  SARATOGA'S  planes*  olearly  lndloates 
that  ho  had  definitely  closed  his  mind  to  the  operations  in  the  Tulagi- 
Ouadaloanal  Area*  insofar  as  assistance  fron  hie  carrier  planes  was 
concerned.  He  was  now  snore  interested  in  waiting  fueling  plans* 

At  0740  he  changed  course  to  210<>(T)  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
Point  Option  given  the  SARATOGA  search  pianos. 

Ho  heard  nothing  further  from  any  chip  of  TP  62  until  about  0600 
whan  flash  reports  from  the  Tulagi-Ouadaloanal  Area  were  received  in  the 
carrier  force  - notably  in  the  WTBRJPRISB  - indicating  apparent  eurfaoe 
action  with  damage  by  ©in fir  a and  torpedoes e**  It  is  not  clear  exaotly 
what  these  fl* eh  reports  were*  but  one  of  thm*  - apparently  received  at 
0600  by  CTF  61  - seems  to  have  bean  fros  CTT  S£  eho  reported  "Heavy 
actiuno  continue  to  weet*>  i-i.  More  of  cur  ships  in  trouble.  Submarines 
in  area.****  CTF  61  appears  to  have  made  no  effort  to  learn  what  infor- 
mation had  bem  heard  within  ?0  01, 1*  indicating  a serious  lack  of 
appreciation  of  tho  situation  in  Iren  Bottom  Sound.  Whether  this  was  due 
to  a failure  to  receive  enough  of  these  reports  on  which  to  Vues  a deci- 
sion «■  the  case  aw  stated  by  CTO  61.1.2,**  cr  whether  it  was  due  to  the 
faot  that  CTF  61  had  deoi&sd  to  continue  to  retire  and  to  disregard  hie 
infomatian  ie  unknown  but  it  io  older  that  he  took  no  offensive  motion 
whatsoever* 


~ m w 3agS*f  iwr,"So'  winnv  ■ 

« Her  DiM^y  CTO  61*1*2  (CTF  16)  Auguet  9th,  1942. 
*«*  CTF  62  Ipiapmtah  062100  August  1942,  to  CTF  61, 
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At  0839,  CTF  31  received  a dispatch  fron  CTF  82,  relayed  virus'  i.y  oy 
the  TBj\SP,  the  text  stating!  "Appreciate  knowing  Adair  el  Fletcher's  plan 
by  message  drop."®  CTF  61  must  bavw  been  eomewbat  surprised  et  thia,  as 
hi  had  received  little  information  x'roea  CTF  62  lono^ruing  the  developments 
of  tha  night  battle  and  probably  wondered  whr.t  aotijm  CTF  62  anticipated 
receiving.  Unfortunately,  he  fled  not  aa  yet  received  either  of  CTF  62 'e 
two  dispatches,  one  originated  at  0106,  the  otbrr  at  0641.  In  the  firet 
die pat oh  - drafted  before  the  night  notion  bad  occurred  - CTF  82  had 
info  need  CTF  61  that  the  ahsenoe  of  ilr  support  required  him  to  withdraw 
all  ships  temporarily  to  avoid  uroarrantvd  losa.ee  ?n  the  eeoond  message, 
CTF  62  reported  that  the  planned  (ispnrture  of  TF  62  was  being  delayed 
end  requeeted  air  cove;/  for  attaaVa  on  enemy  surface  foroa  in  the  general 
area.***  dad  CTF  6i  reoei-^ed  thece  dispatches,  it  is  possible  chat  ho 
night  have  replied  to  CrF  62;  but  u it  was,  he  appears  to  have  withheld 
reply. 

At  0950  the  wording  search  ooi. dueled  by  the  SARATOGA'S  planes  was 
completed.  CTF  61  learned  that  the  searches  had  been  negative  but  that 
the  flight  had  observed  the  JAIT/IS  retiring  from  the  area.****  Courea 
was  then,  at  0926,  ohengad  baok  to  140»(T),  the  retirement  course.  By 
ooinoldenoe,  it  happened  that  at  this  very  same  time,  Commander  Japanese 
Cruiser  Force  had  reaohei  the  500  mile  radius  from  the  position  be  figure- 
ad  to  b»  ii*  prrbrbls  location  of  the  Allied  carrier  for®  ),  rnd  had 
correctly  decided  that  he  would  no  longer  be  in  danger  of  attach  by  Allied 
carrier-based  bomoere.  Ha  hr.d  theruforv  slowed  from  thixty  knots  to 
twenty  knotu  et  this  tins,  had  divided  hie  force  Into  two  groups  end  had 
directed  each  of  these  groups  to  prooeed  independently.  Thus  by  0936,  the 
two  opposing  Ccxwanderr,  separated  Vy  a distance  of  390  miles,  wars  re- 
tiring in  opposite  direction*.  Insofar  aa  they  ware  oonoumed,  the 
tattle  was  over! 

it  1000v  it  is  pi-^babl«  - though  there  ie  no  confirmation  of  this  - 
that  CTF  61  received  informtlca  from  the  K8TKRPR1SK  (CTO  61.1.2)  that 
the  pllote  of  oertaln  planes  from  the  5VTBRPRXSB,  which  heu  been  sent  '-o 
Guadalcanal  to  deliver  photograph*,  had  been  queried  on  tbeir  return  <u Z 
had  repo  read  that  they  saw  no  evidence  there  cither  of  aurfaee  action  or 
of  tmowy  ships. ***** 

At  1009,  CTF  hi  received  fren  CTJ  61.1  a partial  translation  of  e 
garbled  nessagu  from  CTF  62.******  This  waa  the  veasr.gr  whsiwin  CTF  62 
stated  that,  owing  to  the  abaeaee  of  sir  support,  t»  would  b,»  required 
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62  Dispatch  081d©6  Augt’tt  1942. 

62  tlivpatoh  0Q1W1  August  1942. 

Diax~>  SARATOGA.  Augu*®  9th,  1-42. 

Oiar>  CTO  61.1.2  (CTF  IS)  Augu.t  9tb.  19*2. 

61.1  (CTF  18>  Visual  Dispatch  082226,  August  19«£  to  CTF  61. 


+.<?  withdraw  ail  ships  temporarily**  This  dispatch  appears  to  have  beaa 
the  first  Intimation  that  CT  61  had  repaired  from  CTF  62  that  it  was 
ceoessaty  to  withdraw  th«  sv  rfxoe  forces  that  day,  although  it  is  net 
improbable  that  he  nay  have  estimated  that  this  was  a distinct  possibi- 
lity. 


Bnortly  sifter  110C,  the  SARATOGA,  deteoted  a "bogey*  by  radar,  bear- 
ing to  the  northwest  ut  a range  of  about  ISO  miles*  This  "bogey*  «me 
traoksd  fcr  a few  minutes  and  was  found  to  M wn  i course  to  the  south- 
east at  the  spr  ed  of  a land- bat  ed  bomber*  Or  der  the  threat  of  this  new 
situation,  CTF  61  ismediately  sent  a di  spa  toll  designating  himself  as 
Officer  in-Tuotloal  Ceiurand  of  the  oarrier  force  and  diieotinr  CTO  65*1 
to  aer-voe  oovun&nd  of  aircraft  operations***  At  the  sea*  time,  he  also 
directed  CTO  Sl.lt  "Double  the  Combat  Air  P»troll"***j  endi  "Stand  by 
for  air  attaokl"*«  o Task  Group  61*1  immediately  went  co  General  Quarters* 
1c  thu  meantime,  flight  decks  were  readied  to  Is^uoh  flutters* 

At  1140,  the  WASP  reported  sighting  a submarine,  and  CTP  61  maneuver- 
ed TO  61*1  to  avoid  it*  This  maneuver  delayed  somewhat  the  launching  of 
the  inter oepting  and  patrolling  fighter  groups* 

About  this  CTP  61  •**> • of  tK*  night  *nt4  su  near  Sa-t> 

Island,  for  he  sent  a message  at  1160  to  OM3QFACFGR  stating-  *Jm  re- 
oei/ing  dispatches  from  Turner  describing  heavy  losses  in  cruisers  in 
engagement  which  ooutinuer  to  west vard*  Are  you  receiving  thym?"**** 

The  "bogeyu  turned  out  to  be  a U.S*  Army  B-17,*****  CTP  61  thore- 
fore  discontinued  his  AA  alert,  art  Condition  of  Headings  Two,  and  assumed 
a cruising  disposition  probably  da sign wl  against  submarines* 

At  1415,  CTF  61  sent  to  COMSOPACPC^  a dispatch  which  contained,  in 
tcto,  aU  messages  which  CTF  62  had  *«t  his,  concerning  the  losses  and 
damage  t suffered  by  his  command  during  the  night  sot  ion,  indicating  that 
the  heavily  damagsd  ASTORIA  would  be  towed  to  Kfat©  aa  the  only  chance  to 
save  her*  and  that  this  wovseiput  required  protection  whioli  Lv,  CTF  d2, 
was  unable  bo  provide****"**  It  is  apparent  from,  this  dispatoh  that  at 
this  tliM  - t^wlve  hours  after  the  battle  - CTF  61  had  information  show- 
ing that  the  QOINCY  and  VDT;SrtfBS  had  been  sunk  and  that  the  CHICAGO, 
ASTORIA  end  CANBERRA,  had  bean  heavily  damaged.  Oar. pit#  this  knowledge,; 

CTF  61  still  appears  to  bars  shew  little  concern,,  He  seems  to  hare 
felt  that,  now  that  he  had  been  direotod  to  retire,  he  no  longer  had  any 
direct,  responsibility  fcr  the  operations  in  the  Tulagi-Guadalcasal  Area* 


— srarirsG55S raw,  “Ewss  wir&rcwsr. — 

**  CTF  61  Visual  Dispatch  090014,  August  1942  to  CTG  61.1,2  (CTF  16), 
and  CTG  31.1*8  (CTF  18). 

•**  CTF  51  Visual  Dispatch  090014,  August  1942  to  CTG  61,1  ( CTF  18), 
***♦  CTF  61  Dispatch  090060,  August  1942  to  COHSQPACPOR. 
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This  supposition  is  boms  out  by  th«  fact  that  ha  ended  tha  above  dispatob 
to  C01B0PACP0R  with  tha  following  illuminating  words ; "Dlreot  Turner  to 
■aha  r a port » di*  sot  to  you,  info  to  is*."* 

It  is  assumed  that,  some  tiaa  ftfber  1715,  C77  31  was  informed  by 
CIO  61*1  that  tha  afternoon  soarch  nab  a by  tha  BMT75RFUISB  between  bear- 
ings 066°(f)  and  235°(T)  to  a distance  of  150  ailas  had  bean  nejativo 
but  thut  oartain  »ub-scotor»  to  tha  acwretiwaat  had  not  fully  bos®  *aa rub- 
ai, owing  to  bad  weather. 

At  1800,  CTF  81  ohAn&ed  tho  flaat  course  to  18C»(.f).  It  toot  twenty- 
six  nlnutaa  to  complete  this  change  of  course. 

At  2100,  ha  ohan&ed  the  flaat  sours*  to  li5°(T)  and  continued  tho'-a- 
on  at  fifteen  tact a.** 

(e)  0PSRAJI088  OF  CTO  61.1 

CTO  61.1  ocnduoted  air  operutione  throughout  tha  9th  aa  follows* 

(a)  oGssbat  air  and  tnti-?uhmarins>  sowar  for  his  eras  tau  foro«,  (b)  a 
aaarah  to  support  a resoue  operation  of  CTF  83,  (o)  s»sa*ohaa  to  ocwor  tho 
retirement  of  hit  om.  taak  foroa,  and  (d)  a flight  to  fuiagi  to  deliver 
rnanm  ahntainru pha.  Vo  combat  air  cover  or  a,r  support  was  provided  TF  88 
at  fuiagi~uuad*iasu&ai,  nor  was  aay  air  support  providad  tha  Marinas  aaaor-e, 
baoause  TO  61,1  mme  retiring. 

Tha  weather  conditions  in  tha  vioir.ity  of  tha  task  foaoe  wares  high 
scattered  clouds,  risibility  two Its  alias,  gratis  northeasterly  surface 
winds,  flying  conditions  average,** 

At  0300,  CTO  81.1.2  (CTF  16)  in  tho  WTERPH3R  hoard  a flash  rapos't 
Indloating  that  sonc  type  of  surface  action  in  tha  Tuiagi-Guadalo&nal  area 
was  occurring,**  As  was  polntod  out  in  tho  preceding  eeotion,  it  is  pro- 
babls  that  Ibis  flash  report  was  also  reoeived  by  CTF  61  as  well  as  by 
othsr  Troup  Cunwindar*  and  Commanding  Offioere, 

At  0600,  tha  KARAKXld  turnsd  into  tha  vind  to  launch  bar  wo  ruing 
aaarah.  This  soared  was  oonduotod  by  sight  scout  bomoere  operating  from 
a point  of  orl.jin*  Latitude  ll°-14,(s).  Longitude  161°-01'(S)  - thirty- 
eigit  ails;  northeast  of  Ranrall  lol-o&d.  Tha  sscruh  was  to  cover  tha 
sixty  dtgraa  ssotor  between  27 0°(T)  aad  S39°(T)  to  a radius  of  175  ml  la a!* 
It  was  tongsnt  on  tha  sast  to  3a to  Island  and,  as  nay  b#  soon  from  Diagram 
"K",  soaroaly  extended  to  tha  northwest  beyond  tha  Ruesell  Islands.  It 
duplfoated  a portion  of  CTf  83*  s sector  II  itaarvAi  for  that  day  - both  in 
area  and  in  tiaa  - and  therefore,  as  designed,  was  of  little  value  to 
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CTP  62*8  operations.  It  wus  of  rail**  only  in  determining,  whether  any 
enemy  surface  f crocs  were  approaching  TG  61.1  frow>  the  northwest  and  was 
primarily  defensive.  If  it  had  been  launched  to  be  helpful  in  an  offen- 
sive way,  it  should  have  teen  extended  to  the  maximum  radius  possible  - 
frcn  a point  of  origin  similar  to  that,  used  on  the  afternoon  ef  August 
3th;  namely,  West  Cape,  Guadalcanal  Island*  A mavijnum  radius  searoh  free 
the  point  of  origin  actually  employed  would  not  have  discovered  the 
Japanese  Cruiser  Force,  for  that  foroe  was  well  beyond  that  radius*  But 
neither  CTF  61  nor  CTG  61.1  had  any  knowledge  of  the  Japanese  Cruieer 
Force  at  the  tine. 

At  0617,  the  ENTERPRISE  lsunohnd  four  scout  bomber®  to  conduot  an 
inner  air  patrol  against  submarines.  She  rlso  launched  two  soout  bombers 
tc  drop  te  th®  Karine*  or.  Guadalcanal  Island  the  photographic  prints  of 
the  air  reoennaieesnoe  guide  of  that  Island  on  the  preoeding  day.*'  After 
this  launohing*  CTG  01*1  resumed  the  equilateral  triangle  cruising  dis- 
position whloh  he  hud  been  employing  throughout  the  operation  wherein 
TO  01.1.1  was  in  the  van,  f Q 61.1.2  was  five  wile*  on  the  starboard 
quarter,  and  TG  61.1.3  was  five  miles  on  the  port  quarter. 

At  0740,  course  was  changed  to  C10°(T)  to  reach  a position  for  re- 
covering tho  morning  saaroh  planes,  which  position  was  fifty  miles  on 
bearing  14A0(T)  fro*,  the  point  of  origin,  and  sixty  milss  on  bearing 
105*\?)  fraa  the  eastern  end  of  Rmanell  Island. 

At  this  same  tine,  search  planes  from  the  SARATOGA  sighted  and 
identified  the  JARVIS  in  Latitude  9°-42«(S),  Longitude  158-59* (R),  on 
approidmate  eouree  2250(T),  at  an  astiraatea  speed  of  knots,  down  by 
the  bow  and  leaving  e.  heavy  oil  wsdeo.**  This  oontaot  on  th*  JARVIS  re- 
veals that  her  somaut  since  she  had  been  contacted  by  the  3LUB  at  0260 
waa  along  t»  oouree  of  2J0°(T)  at  a ipeed  of  tan  knots.  It  indicated  that 
the  JARVIS  vaa  proceeding.,  damaged  and  ur.eeorrr.ad,  directly  across  the 
Coral  Sea  to  the  nearest  Australian  tort. 

At  08(0  - aa  was  indicated  under  the  discussion  of  the  operations  of 
Of F 81  - flash  reports  from  the  Tul  agi-’Guad&l canal  area  were  being  re- 
ceived In  the  oorrlar  forue  by  sem?)  oi  th«  ships,  notably  by  the  ENTER- 
PRISE.* Whether  those  reports  were  ih.osIvwo  by  CTQ  61.1  is  not  definite- 
ly known,  'cut  it  is  presumed  that  he  did  receive  them.  However,  no 
information  l*  available  aa  to  hi#  reaationc  at  this  tine. 

It  is  somewhat  surprising  that,  when  the  above  flash  reports  of  night 
action  in  Iron  Bottom  Sound  were  being  intercepted,  none  of  the  Task  Group 
Coiomander s cr  Command h;g  Officers  of  shlpe  of  TG  61,1  forwarded  to 
CTO  61.1  - or  Co  their  own  Group  commanders  - any  of  the  information  thua 
received,  ncr  did  the  Tusk  Force  Commander  or  any  Group  Commander  endeavor 
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at  this  time  to  collect  this  Information  vitnin  hit  own  force  or  gr^up. 
Does  it  not  seas  that  - in  view  of  the  delicate  nature  of  the  operations 
in  the  Tu la^A-Ouede loans*  ereu  and  the  'carlo  -eaponaioility  ef  CTF  61 
tMrawith  - it  would  hare  been  n tie*  nor*  on  tho  port  cf  CT3  61.1  or  of 
hit  6 roup  v-MiBUXlora  tc  Par o coll'iotvd,  oovrelated,  and  evaluated  auoh 
Information,  aoh  blur  tc  have  romr<!«i  tha  same  to  CTP  61  or  to  CTG  61.1, 
ai  tha  Mti*  alight  ha,  with  ary  pertinent  comment  or  recsmnendationtV 

At  *>699,  tha  WAS*  intercepted  tha  followlag  aeeaago  fro*  Orange*  Baca 
to  a flight  of  aoout  brabere  ever  Guadalcanal i "To  Admiral  Fletcher  from 
ASeirai  Turner  - Appreeiot.*  knowing  Admiral  Fletcher's  plan  by  oecsags 
drop."  9 ha  immediately  passed  this  ?%sac*ge  by  visual  eaanc  tc  CT*  61.* 

At  0950,  tha  SARATOGA  raeovered  har  near oh  pianos.  Tha an  planer  re- 
ported sighting  no  “newy  units,  but  reported  slicing  and  identifying  tha 
JARVIS.  They  also  reported  a minesweeper  off  the  weet  oo*st  of  Quadal- 
canal  ir  Latitude  09®-2ft* (8),  Longitude  169°-00' (S).^*  Thle  letter  ontft 
was  probably  the  EOPil TH i , a minesweeper  whloh  hed  proceeded  tc  the  west- 
ward at  0600  *a  orders  of  COIKIKROP  T90l  and  fixed  hie  porifclcn  as  ten 
miles  southeast  of  the  Res  sell  Islands  at  0725.*** 

At  1000  tha  oruiaers  and  the  battleship,  MORTH  CAROLINA,  proviaed 
the  inner  air  patrol  against  sutaarinen  for  TO  61. I,**** 

At  1067,  the  S3T5RFRI3S  reo overed  the  four  sooiTt  bomber s which  had 
been  providing  tha  inner  aiv  patrol  and  the  two  scout  bombers  returning 
froa  the  special  trip  to  Tulagl-Guadaloanal.  The  pilot*  from  the  letter 
two  plan©*,  upon  being  interrogated,  reported  that  they  saw  no  evidence 
of  surface  action  there  and  no  onway  ships.**** 

It  is  not  known  whether  or  not  eitiwr  the  3NTEF.PR-7SE  or  CTO  91.1.2 
feitwpded  this  information  to  CTF  61.  It  should  have  beer?  *o  forwarded, 
since  it  wao  very  pertinsnt  to  the  clarification  of  * highly  ocafueed 
situation  iu  which  adequate  synthesized  information  was  wanting. 

At  1100,  tfc®  SARATOGA  detected  a "bogey"  by  radar’  bearing  to  th* 
northwest  at  a range  of  about  160  miles.  She  la\inched  at  1158  twelve 
fighters  to  interoopt  this  "bogey"  which  now  hed  reached  a position  bear- 
ing 855®(T)  distant  fifty-five  miles  from  the  SARATOGA.**  At  this  time, 
the  SARATOGA  was  eighty  miles  due  south  of  Capo  Sv.rville,  Sen  Cristobal 
Island.  This  position  was  farther  to  the  north  then  might  haw  bean  ex- 
pected front  the  beae  oouree  of  140®(T),  but  the  necessity  for  fuming 
northeastward  into  the  wind  to  launch  and  rooover  aircraft  tied  denied  the 
task  force  more  southerly  siovaaentc 


to  CTF  91. 


muir* 


v*  bar  Diary  SARATOGA*  August  i»th,  1942. 

***  Action  Report  HOTXXKS,  Report  of  feigagaaent  in  Oumlaleanml-Ficrldt 
Area  August  7th- 9th,  1942,  Serial  0067,  August  Ifth,  1942. 

*****  Uar  Diary  CTG  87,1,2  (CTF  16)  August  9th,  1942. 

■n  arwitf 

_>  %9Q  - 


In  accordance  with  CTF  til's  orders,  at  *214,  to  double  the  combat 
air  patrol,*  the  VTKRFRX8K  lauaohed  eight  fightors  at  1210  to  relieve 
the  ccmbat  air  petrel  o f four  plane*  fn*  the  HASP**-  than  over  the  task 
force* 

At  1220,  the  SARATOGA* • fighters  intercepted  the  i no owing  "bogey* 
end  fc  and  it  to  be  a 0.8.  Army  B-17  which  was  f 1 "ing  at  a high  altitude.*** 

At  1403,  the  SARATOGA  lauaohed  four  scout  bombers  to  search  for  a 
patrol  plane  reported  down  at  aea  in  Latitude  Longitude 

1680-68*  (!)••*«  (The  crew  of  this  patrol  piano  was  rescued  by  thaSe- 
PARUHD). 

During  tha  r— tinder  of  the  day  TO  61.1  conducted  routine  oenrier 
operation*,. 

At  2400,  the  mown  position  of  TP  61.1  was  Latitude  14°-28'(S), 
Longitude  168°-26*(B)  or  188  miles  due  west  of  Cape  Ciaherlend,  Saplrltu 
Santo  Island. 

(d)  OPIRATIcarS  op  allied  spbmripbs 

(1)  Operations  of  3-88 

At  0000,  Aneust  9th,  the  8-86  me  on  oourse  140°(T),  patrolling 
her  line  820*»-140®(T)  in  8t.  Georgs'  & Channel.  At  0006,  the  Cowtaandlng 
Officer  sighted  a large  ship  with  a single  destroyer  sereen  bearing  1T0® 
relatlre  and  approaching  on  a parnllsl  course  of  140° (?)  so  as  to  pass 
close  aboard  tha  8-88.****  Ee  traoked  this  contact  for  nliwtecn  minutes 
when,  at  0024,  he  fired  two  torpedoes  by  sound.****  A half  mlnuts  later 
hs  heard  both  torpedoes  explode  and  the  mad  of  the  propellers  of  the 
urn  shin  itn^nad.****  fh#  c.u  had  asJc  tha  Japsssis  transport  ****  *n 
■UD  which  was  one  of  six  troop-carrying  ships  bearing  Japanese  reinforce- 
ments fran  Hnbsul  to  (taadalcanal ******  The  X2IT0  MAKO  sank  cm  bearing 
270°(T)  distent  fourteen  mil ee  froa  Cape  St,  Georgs,  and  lost  fourteen 
officers  and  828  enlisted  ran.*****  Tbs  other  flwe  transports  reversed 
course  and  returned  to  Kabeul. 

The  Ccw— mdlag  Officer,  8-88  iaraodlately  thereaftsr  oomamnoed 
operating  submerged  at  a eery  alow  speed  on  various  courses  in  order  te 
avoid  the  Japan***  escorting  destroyer  chi  oh  was  searching  for  bln.  Be 
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continued  so  to  operate  until  Clift.  At  this  tin*,  as  the  sounds  of  the 
searching  dostrv.  /ers  bad  faded  fro*  his  listening  gear  wall  sctem  ha 
ooneidereti  him  elf  safe,  sat  source  18CO(T),  and  aonwioad  reloading  hi* 
torpedo  tubas.*  He  shortly  thereafter  surfaeed  and  eoutlsued  on  this 
course  until  at  dam.  ha  had  raaahed  a position  thirty-eight  nil  as  south 
of  Capo  St.  Georgs,  having  uad*  good  tan  and  oca- ha  If  knot*. 

Thw,  at  06Z1,  ha  deterninod  his  patrol  for  the  day.  Ha  daoldad  to 
raasain  in  tha  south* rn  part  of  tills  area,  naming  deeply  subnerged  during 
daylight,  because  ha  knew  that  Japanese  air or aft  aaaroh  and  bowblng 
niislo^a  nrt  certain  to  pass  over  his  operating  area.  Ha  cdao  daoldad 
that  hafora  b*  again  oloaad  tha  Japan *«•  traffic  lanes,  b#  would  first 
rest  his  eraw.  At  0621,  ha  changed  aeurs*  to  XTO°(T}*«> 

At  due.  , IBS?,  ha  surfaced  and  changed  court*  to  090° (T)  to  nova 
east  to  the  longitude  of  Capa  St.  Georgs.  Ha  reached  this  position  at 
24C0,  and  than  changed  sours*  to  000®  (T)  tt  oloca  the  traffic  lenaa  off 
Capa  St.  George.  The  2400  position  of  the  8-38  mo  about  thirty-eight 
stiles  south  of  that  Capa. 

(2)  Operation*  of  S**44 

At  0000,  August  9th*  the  8-44  was  proceeding  easterly  on  tha 
surface  al<u(  the  south  coast  of  Haw  Hanover  island,  an  route  to  Area 
IXD  in  aooordana*  with  order j received  about  three  hours  before.  At  about 
this  tlaa,  aha  changed  oners*  to  the  northwest  to  rouad  the  island,  and 
at  s',  cut  0280  o hanged  oouraa  to  the  northeast.  By  dam,  ah*  had  reached 
a position  bearing  800°(T),  distant  forty  wiles  fra*  forth  Cap*,  Hoar 
Iraland.ee 

the  Ccwcending  Officer  submerged  at  this  tin*  and  proceeded  to  the 
*<*  .oson.  Be  renalued  stthasrgod  daring  daylight-  iauwdiately  aft««  { 

d»  k,  whan  ha  had  roaehad  a position  four  alias  north  of  forth  Capa,  ha 
surfaaad  r^t  prheeadod  toward  Slnberi  Island,  waking  bast  speed  toward 
Area  EXDte*  wuieh  lay  In  tha  vicinity  of  Capa  St*  Georgs. 

At  2400,  the  S-44  was  about  fc  ty  idles  east  of'  forth  Capa. 

<#)  OTOULTIOWS  OF  CTF  88 

CTP  SS’e  Operation  Plan  sehedulad  for  August  9th  had  tha  i«n  search  I 

op* nations  as  those  cpaoiflad  for  August  8th.  The  oontast  on  the  Japanese 
Ck  ilser  ; Pro*  at  1028,  August  8th,  however,  had  precipitated  sane  changes. 

It  is  to  be  reas&T  *red  that  CTF  82  bad  requested  CTF  A,  late  on  August 
8th,  to  boob  these  ship*  in  Bekata  Bay,  Santa  Isabel  I eland j end  that 
CTF  88  had  ordered  the  BLS7WTH  Bceb&rdtaent  Group  to  be  prepared  to  con- 
Aiot  this  attaok  at  1200,  August  9th* 


At  0284,  CTF  83  asjat  e dispatch  to  CTO  63.6  in  tho  KACVWAC  direct- 
ing hi*  to  i«i  tb«  petrol  plan#  in  tho  western  sub-sector  of  Sector  IV 
to  reoanrtoiter  Rokata  Bey  ot  earliest  possible  on  August  6th,  since  men/ 
'•sapiens  tenders  were  believed  to  bo  boeod  there**  CTC  63. 8 was  dircot- 
d to  rcduoe  tho  petrol  plates  oe  see*  oh  In  tho  eastward  tub- sectors  of 
Sector  IV  os  nooessary  to  neks  four  petrol  pianos  available  for  night 
torpedo  attack  on  this  Japanese  force.*  Information  was  noludod  that 
th<>  B-17 • eauxv  hit  the  sane  target  about  noon.*  Whether  thie  dlspateh 
tnu>  over  received  in  tho  MACWUIAC  io  unknown  Sector  IV  see  reported 
searched  in  all  sub-seetora  m August  9th,  as  hereinafter  shorn,  so  it 
ie  olear  that  the  night  torpe-jo  attaek  see  not  serried  out* 

The  eeheduled  search  operations  in  other  sectors  were  carried  o"t  aa 
owhedulod*  The  results  of  these  searcnos  follows  t 

Sector  I again  was  not  searched  ;»•  but  thie  tine  either  beoause  of 
bed  weather  (which  prevented  the  OTTfRPSIST-  scouting  planes  from  ooajl. st- 
ing their  search  in  this  area  on  the  afternoon  of  August  9th***),  or 
beoause  the  B-17a  were  being  employed  in  the  strike  ait ■ Ion  against  Rekata 
Bay.  Other  land-based  bombers  an  lee  Caledonia  conducted  looal  searches*** 

Sector  II  wan  searched  by  two  --17a  from  Ssplritu  Santo  which  re- 
ported one  hundred  per  cent  coverage  with  atgative  results***  It  is 
evident  that  these  planes  took  off  from  Isplritu  Santo  at  about  0340, 
because  one  was  detected  about  noon  by  the  SARATOGA'S  radar,*** 

Thie  radar  detection  indicate  a that  the  search  b-17  a wars  flying  nuoih 
toe*  high  for  offset! vo  surface  search.  It  is  probable  that  the  inexperience 
of  tho  Amy  Air  Corps  in  overwater  search  operations,  and  their  look  of 
briefing  by  the  Wavy  units  in  AXRSOFAC  were  the  reasons  for  this.  It 
also  indicates  that  the  B-17  search  pianos  in  Sector  II  were  abreast  of 
at  shout  0760..  am  their  respective  outbound  less.  Cto  this  prmln 
they  reached  the  feu  miles  extremity  of  search  at  0912,  anion  position 
was  abreast  of  Kenning  Strait  end  juat  beyond  the  northwest  extremities 
® t both  lew  Georgia  and  Santa  Isabel  Islands,  At  that  nomont  the  Japan- 
ese Cruiser  Force,  which  had  passed  northward  through  Sector  II,  wan  Just 
forty- five  miles  due  west  of  the  B-17  in  the  eastern  sub-sector.  The 
B-17a  changed  course  at  0912  to  the  southwest  to  pressed  along  a forty 
»il®s  cross-leg  before  turning  back  at  0630  toward  Ssplritu  Santo.  At 
0930,  the  Jape nose  Cruiser  Force  wa«  forty  mi  Ire  northwest  of  the  B-17  la 
the  western  sub-sector.  By  0953,  the  H7  in  the  eastern  sub- sector  was 
over  Rebate  Bay  end  sighted  io  enemy  unite  there.  At  1200  the  B-17  in  the 
western  sub-sector  was  bearing  336°(T),  distant  fifty-firs  nllsa  from  tho 
SARATOGA,  which  carrier  bad  dispatched  e flight  of  twelve  fighters  to 
Intercept  It.***  It  was  intercepted  sad  reported  aa  a friendly  B-17*** 
by  thie  flight  group  at  about  1220* 
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Sector  III  was  »c«r«h»d  by  two  patrol  plan**  from  tha  CURTISS, 
anchored  in  Sspiritu  Santo*  These  plsnew  ra  port  ad  nlnetyo-five  par  o«nt 
coverage,  and  raaulta  negative.* 

Sector  XV  ms  searched  by  six  patrol  placer  based  on  tha  KACKUAC 
at  Mariner 5 ke  Estuary.  Ttv  eater  fifty  alias  of  the  #90  mile  radius  ms 
not  rearel  J.c  The  MjCETKAI  reported  one  hundred  per  cent  oovsrage,  and 
negative  results  a 

Sector  V mas  assigned  to  be  searched  by  four  patrol  planes  based  on 
the  MoFARLAKD  at  Rdeni.  The  McFARlJHD  made  no  report  for  this  oeotor  on 
August  Pth. • The  oeotor  mas  searched,  he were r,  with  negative  results „•* 
Tbs  MsFARL&BD  had  gotten  underway  at  2210  on  August  8th,  after  gassing 
all  search  planet  and  plaaing  the  crews  aboard  the  minelayer,  BREESK,  to 
rescue  the  orew  of  e patrol  plane  do«\  at  sea  to  the  westward  of  Rdmai.aaa 
The  MoFARUllfD  returned  to  her  anchorage  in  Oraoioso  Bay,  If  dsn  i,  Santa 
Crut  Islands  at  2200,  August  9th.*  The  BRjJESK  planed  the  plane  orew 
aboard  their  pluses  at  0E45,  and  fueled  them  from  the  MoFAALifflD's  boweer 
boat*  after  their  return  from  seer oh  flights  at  1708.ee* 

Sector  VX  was  eearohed  by  four  patrol  planet  be  ed  ashore  at  Xandl, 
Fiji  Islands.  This  sector  was  resorted  &a  oofer-age  ulnety  per  cent, 
results  negative.* 

At  about  0646,  CTF  68,  in  accordance  with  tha  request  of  CTF  62, 
launched,  from  tha  air  base  at  Espiribu  Santo,  a striking  force  of  eight 
B-17s  to  attack  soma  Japanese  cruisers  and  seaplane  tinder  • which  had 
supposedly  arrived  in  Re  Scut*  Bay  tha  preceding  day.  This  striking  foroe 
proceeded  as  far  north  as  the  northern  end  of  Santa  Isabel  Island,  re- 
ooimoitering  the  edjeoent  waters  off  shore,  but  failed  to  find  tha 
cruisers  and  soaplsn*  tenders-  There  mere  no  seaplane  tenders,  of  oouraa, 
at  Rek&ta  Bay,  nor  nearby,  for  tha  idvniif halloa  cf  the  Japanese  cruiser 
Force  on  August  8th  hed  been  in  error.  By  the  time  these  B-17»  bad 
reaohad  Rekata  Bay,  the  Japanese  cruisers  had  already  passed  tf  rough 
Be  'nville  Strait  u d more  beyond  tha  radius  of  these  plane*.  After 
fl  5 no  corny  target,  the  eight  b-*1Ts  returned  to  the  southern  tip  of 
Sea  Isabel  Island  where  they  dropped  their  bombs,  and  then  returned  to 
Ksplrltu  Santo. 

The  routine  nature  of  CTF  63  • air  search**  throughout  the  9th,  and 
more  particularly  the  fact  that  his  air  attack  group  of  sight  B-17*  ms* 
launched  * gains  a seaplane  osoort  group,  indicates  that  no  reports  of 
the  night  action  had  reached  CTF  83  in  sufficient  tine  or  completeness 


* War  'Diary  ~CCSit015(^AC W^^TSEfT" 

*«  Interrogation  of  Cdr.  J.O.  Cobb,  TJ8I,  VF-C  Executive  Officer  and 
MoFARLMD  DstaebmcKt  Cexmandvr  (August  1942)  by  Commodore  R.W. 

Bates,  TJ8R  (Ret.),  Bead  of  Deportment  of  Analysis,  Xaval  Ear  College, 
f expert,  R.I.,  October  fhfch,  1949. 
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for  Mb  to  diroot  this  attack  group  against  tlw  retiring  Japan***  Cruiser 
FOroo.  Jti  baa  already  Wan  pointed  out,  the  *eartsfa  planet  in  doctor  II 
niaaad  tit*  Japanese  Crulsor  Pore*  by  net  forty  mile#.  *h»jt«for*  it  would 
owl;  have  beet,  possible  for  C TP  65  to  Wen  located  th*  Japanese  cruisers 
had  the  two  S-lTs  la  Sector  II  been  abreast  fulagi  at  eunrir*  (0632)  in- 
stead of  et  0780  as  it  turned  out*  Sena  bad  CTP  65  located  the  Japanese 
cruisers  end  diverted  tbs  eight  6-17  attack  group  ccasard  then,  these 
E-»17s  eonld  not  have  reached  the  noon  position  of  the  Japanese  ships. 

It  therefore  is  evident  that,  under  th*  airouaetaaoes,  CTP  S3  mu  In  no 
position  to  take  of  fans  ire  action  against  the  Japanese  Cruiser  lww» 

On  August  6th,  he  requested  OtXfPATWIga  TWO  in  Pearl  Harbor  to  asks 
ready  nine  replaoenant  petrol  pla;es,  four  of  utioh  were  to  be  scat  to 
H'lSOPACfCB  as  soon  as  possible  to  replaee  those  lost  In  the  then  current 
operation*, 

(f)  ownutfioa^  op  coamyatt  allikd  air  yoaew,  mmmpnc 

Consndsr  A lied  Air  Ponces,  Porthecurtern  Area,  80VB8PAC  conducted 
air  aearohea  on  August  6th  cisdlar  to  those  conducted  on  Aufuet  9th. « 

These  searches  were  as  follows  t 

(a)  Three  Khdaais  from  the  Jail  River  airfield  at  Milne  Bay  reoon- 
nMtered  the  Soloaon  Islands  in  Reconnaissance  Area  V,  and  a fourth 
Bxdaos  nade  a short  reconnaissance  flight  over  paccanelssenee  Area 
■aimB", 

(b)  On*  6-17  fr«n  Fort  Moresby  reecnnoitored  Reoannaissanoe  Area  *C*i 
oao.  Be eonnai seance  Area  "D",  and  one  searched  Reoonumls sauce  Area  ***, 
which  latter  included  Kf.vieng  and  Sabaul, 

Of  the  above  fligh  s,  only  those  Bade  by  the  Hudsons  in  Reconnaissance 
Area  "B"  were  important  as  regards  this  study,  sad  only  these  are  shoe» 
on  Cdagraa  *X".  These  planes  Bade  contacts  a*  follows 

(a)  Qua  of  them  Bade  a contact  on  four  cruisers  In  Latitude  0&-  06‘ 
(8),  Longitude  1880-87* (I)  at  1855  on  course  520°(¥),  speed  ecti sated  at 
twelve  knots.  Actually  th®  speed  of  thews  cruisers,  chick  happened  to  be 
CRtnXTT  SIX,  was  twenty  knots.  The  plana  developed  the  contact  or  these 
cruisers  until  I486**,  at  which  tins  it  retired,  probably  because  of 
limitations  of  8t#l, 

(b)  Another  of  these  Hudson*  observed,  at  1820,  what  he  thought  was 
on#  cruiser  rmf.  one  destroyer  in  Latitude  07°-06<(8),  Longitude  164°-40* 

(3)  cm  course  3WJQ  (?)  speed  ten  knots .*  Actually  this  identification 


**  CSJJMT  SIX.  7etail«d  Battle  Ssport  fd,  SolosMue  gavel  Action,  August 

7th- 6th^  1642,  WBC  Docunsufc  160697.  June  27th,  1647. 
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Appear*  to  her*  be*a  in  error.  It  la  *or«  likely  that  it  was  su  important 
auxiliary,  rather  than  a cruiser,  escorted  by  a destroyer,  for  no  Japan- 
ese cruiser  erne  in  that  area.  It  could  not,  of  oourse,  have  Wan  part 
of  the  Japanese  Cruiser  Forot,  as  that  foroo  was  to  the  each  of  Boudin- 
villa  Island  at  this  time* 

Whether  these  tee  ooataot  reports  ever  reached  the  responsible 
eonaanders  in  30PACP0R  is  not  ksom,  hut  as  there  is  no  record  of  their 
having  been  reoeivwd,  it  swswta  likely  that  they  vers  not  forwarded* 

While  it  is  true  that,  svm  had  they  been  forwarded,  they  would  not  have 
precipitated  any  offensive  notion  by  OOBSOPACTOR  as  the  contact*  were 
an  do  too  late  in  the  dayi  nevertheless,  they  are  went  lotted  here  to  show 
how  the  ieatiou*  had  failed  on  august  Pth,  The  study  made  earlier 

of  the  delays  on  August  7th  end  0th  showed  that  the  average  tine  of  de- 
livery of  an  aircraft  contact  report  in  the  Port  Western  Area  of  SGWK3PAC 
on  these  two  days  ww*  approximately  ten  hours.  This  ms  excessive.  How- 
ever, the  tine  of  delivery  on  August  9th  was  even  store  excessive  for  on 
that  date  the  contest  report  was  not  delivered  at  all* 


CHAPTER  XXI 


EPILOGUE 


(ft)  CONCLUDING  EVERTS; 

The  concluding  events  consisted,  iii  the  main,  of  the  witbclrnwal  of 
both  the  Allied  naval  and  air  forces  and  the  Japanese  na^ai  forces  from  the 
Tuiagi-Guada icannl  Area. 

(1)  Ail  lea  operations 

On  the  Allied  side,  (a)  TP  61,  the  Air  Support  Force,  was  proceeding 
to  a fueling  rendeivous  at  sea  well  to  the  south  and  to  the  west  of  Kapiritn 
Santo;  (b)  TF  62,  the  Amphibious  Force,  was  an  route  southward  to  Noumea; 
and  (c)  TF  63  was  retiring  its  forward  search  groups  from  Maramisike  Fstuary 
and  Ndeni  to  Bspiritu  Santo,  which  air  base  then  became  the  most  forward  air 
position  in  the  South  Pacific  Area.  The  Marines  ashore  on  Tulagi  and  Guad- 
alcanal Islands  were  left  without  naval  support  and  without  air  support. 
Although  Marine  fighter  groups  were  en  route  from  Pearl  Harbor,  they  were 
not  to  arrive  at  Guadalcanal  until  August  13th, 

(2)  Japanese  Operations 

On  the  Japanese  side,  the  cruisers  which  had  been  so  successful  against 
the  Allied  screening  groups  eariy  on  August  9th,  were  retiring  to  their 
bases.  The  CHOKAI  and  CRUDIV  EIGHTEEN  arrived  at  Rabanl  at  0539,  August 
10th  and  CRUDIV  SIX  (less  KAKO)  arrived  at  Silver  Sound  outside  Kaviung  at 

sjimvetya  r1a»a* 

The  KAKO  had  oeen  attacked  by  the  Allied  submarine  3-44  at  0908,  August 
10th  in  a position  sixteen  miles  northeast  of  Simberi  Island  and  had  been 
hit  by  three  torpedoes.  She  had  sunk  at  0916, 

Three  Japanese  submarinoo  of  SUBRON  SEVEN,  the  RO-33,  1-121  and  1-122 
were  operating  in  Iron  Bottom  Sound.  The  1-123  was  not  due  to  arrive  until 
possibly  late  on  the  eleventh.  Air  and  other  Japanese  reinforcements  had 
been  ordered  and  many  were  en  route  to  the  South  Seas  Area. 

The  Combined  Fleet  was  p .'sparing  to  sortie  from  its  bases  in  anticipa- 
tion of  fighting  a decisive  battle  in  the  Solomons  Area.  It  sortied  on 
August  11th,  16th  and  I7th. 

lb)  UTUATION  AS  OF  24C0  AUGUST  10th 

Tie  situation  in  the  South  Pacific  Area  at  midnight  August  10th  was  a 
confused  one,  because,  as  car.  be  oeen  from  the  above,  a complete  redi&posl- 
fcion  of  forces,  both  Allied  and  Japanese,  was  underway.  The  operations 
whioh  had  led  to,  and  which  had  included  the  night,  action  known  as  the 


I 


Battle  of  S*to  I aland,  had  terminated,,  The  gathering  forces  on  '■  o th  aide# 
n".r<i  soon  to  lead  to  other  naval  and  air  engngamanta  whioh  would  ocatjnu# 
the  bitter  struggle  in  the  Solomon  Islands  until  their  final  capture  by 
Allied  forces  taanjr  inontbe  later. 
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THE  EFFECTS  OF  THK  HATTK.K 


Tlse  Battle  of  Save  lale.nd.  which  was  incident*!  to  the  first  Allied 
offensive  amphibious  operations  of  World  War  II,  was  n limited  Japanese 
tactical  victory.  This  was  so,  for  the  destruction  of  the  ASTORIA,  VIM- 
CKNHKS,  QIJINCT  , (.  ‘.NflEKHA,  JARVIS  and  the  heavy  damage  to  the  CHICAGO, 

RALPH  TALBOT  and  PATTSRSON  with  but  alight  diu*age  to  the  Japanese  cruisers 
CHOKAI,  AOBA,  KIMUGASA.  YUHARI  and  TSbRTU  gt*ve  the  Japanese  a temporary 
command  of  the  action  area  which,  had  it  been  exploited  by  an  attack  on 
the  Allied  transports,  eight  have  caused  tho  complete  failure  of  the  Al- 
lied plans  in  the  Solomon  Islands.  However,  the  Japanese  ccanoander  did 
not  exploit  hi*  tactical  suotcs*  and  retired  wj.thout  attempting  to  ac- 
complish the  destruction  of  the  transports  and  cargo  ships  and  without  an- 
nihilating the  Allied  screen ing  force. 

Victories  at  sea  'ire  not  necessarily  always  wet  sured  by  ships  lost 
or  tactical  successes  gained.  They  are  more  often  measured  by  the  effeot 
.-■•uch  losses  or  tactical  a’.icoes.tes  may  hare  upon  ultimate  victory;  upon  the 
extent  o which  such  leases  or  tactical  successes  contribute  to  the  ac- 
compli aliment  of  the  strategical  plan.  In  naval  wv.rfare  it  is  not  sufficient 
to  gain  temporary  control  of  'ha  action  area;  if  is  far  more  important  fo 
insure  that  the  ection  contributes  its  full  share  towards  final  viotory. 

This  may  require  immediate  exploitation  of  the  taotioal  success. 

Trie  question  therefore  arises  as  to  whether,  in  view  of  tho  failure 
of  Commander  Cruiser  Force  to  exploit  his  tactical  success,  he  may  be  con- 
sidered as  having  satisfactorily  accomplished  his  objective.  The  answer 
is  obviously  ®n  saphatic  nej  For  through  his  failure  to  destroy  the  Allied 
transports  and  cargo  ships,  he  permitted  the  All  led  unloading  operations  at 
T ..lag,' "Guadalcanal  to  continue.  This  enabled  t)  a Allies  to  secure  their 
beachheads  more  firmly.  It  also  enabled  them,  prior  to  their  scheduled  re~ 
tirwttent  at  1800.  August  9th,  to  provide  from  these  ships  additional  logis- 
tics support  sufficient  to  make  it  feasible  for  the  Marines  to  continue 
successfully  their  military'  operations  ashore. 

The  initial  sucoeos  of  the  above  landing  operations  and  the  failure 
of  Coasumuder  Cruiser  Force  to  force  the  Allied  withdrawal  by  destroying 
uia  shipping,  caused  the  Japanese  Kavy  and  the  Army  General  Staff  to  desig- 
nate the  Solomons  as  * vital  area  with  tr.e  idea  of  staking  everything  on  a 
decisive  fight  th«re.  They  even  appeared  willing  o fight  a decisive  fleet 
notion  if  reoesoary  in  defense  of  the  area.  This  was,  of  course,  a con- 
siderable departure  from  the  plan  adopted  soon  after  Midway  to  fight  such 
s decisive  fleet  aotion  in  waters  nearer  the  Empire.  The  Japanese  felt 
that  shc.L.id  the  Allied  operation  suooeed,  the  Allies  would  gain  eonfidanoe 
and  would  pus»h  against  other  Japanese  occupied  arets.  Tho  Japanese  A • iay 
Department  did  not  fully  concur  with  the/  plan  to  fight  a decisive  action 
in  the  Solomons  because  of  tho  distance  from  the  home  bases  and  the  ensuing 
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difficulty  id'  sending  armaments  ant  aup-i  i 1 os,  As  a conMinwiMif,  ther <?  nrn 
no  real  unil  ied  not  ion  luitwnm  < he  Krmy  and  the  Navy  in  the  early  days  of 
Allied  occupation  end  the  Japanese  military  power  wrta  gradually  frittered 
away.  Thus,  the  Allied  »nltur«  of  Guadalcanal  became  a brilliant  strate- 
gical success  because  It.  forced  the  Japanese  to  expend  their  military  poww*- 
in  an  at  ea  fax-  fro*  their  sourcaa  of  military  strength 

The  Loss  nf  the  four  cruiser*  was  a aerioua  blow  to  tha  Allies,  They 
rare  preparing  to  conduct  the  North  African  invasion  os  well  ns  to  conduct 
of fenaiv  - operation.?  in  the  Aleutians,  and  tho  shortage  of  heavy  escort 
and  bomt>«  rdwent  ships  in  all  arena  war  /ery  acute  indeed.  Tiierefore,  the 
ioas  of  these  cruisers  in  the  30PAC  area  was  immediately  felt  in  the  other 
aresj.  This  was  necessarily  so  because  in  these  early  dsya  losses  in  one 
st'ea  often  forced  an  immediate  redistribution  of  forces  in  other  areas. 

The  Japanese,  much  as  they  did  after  the  Midway  operation,  employed 
their  tactical  success  in  the  night  action  to  keep  alight  the  nation* a re- 
solve to  victory . A grossly  exaggerated  story  of  the  Allied  losses  in  .*ur- 
face  ships  was  given  great  emphaa in  by  the  Japanese  press  and  radio  and 
broadcast  to  the  world. 

The  Allies  also,  on  the  ther  hand  made  iittie  comment  on  their  naval 
losses,  but  employed  the  fact  that  they  had  successfully  seised  Tulagi  and 
had  landed  on  Guadalcanal  to  bolster  the  morale  not  only  of  their  own  people 
but  of  their  allies  as  well.  Although  they  did  not  know  it  at  the  time, 
this  was  the  first  of  a long  series  of  successful  Allied  amphibious  opera- 
tions in  the  Pacific  which  were  to  culminate  in  the  Hattie  of  OKINAWA.  It 
is  possible  that  the  Allied  claims  tiro  had  an  excellent  morale  effect  on 
those  peoples  subjugated  oy  the  Axis  such  as  the  Pole  3 and  the  Chinese, * 
as  it  showed  tixat  tho  Allies  had  not  only  seired  the  offensive  but  xjri 
capable  of”  dei Dio  JapRuont?  in  i.^rooao  uporitivuia 
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UATTLE  LE3SOWS 


C«*JOWBSPAC  and  CG#i£K»'AC  who  were  charged  with  the  axeoution  of 
the  basic  plan  to  seine  the  Wow  3ri te. In-Bew  Guinea-New  Ireland  area 
wished  to  defer  that  operation  on  the  ground  that  thorn  w»»  insufficient 
air  coverage  available  for  the  different  phases  of  the  operation  which, 
they  considered,  once  initieted,  should  b'-  pushed  throu  \ a*  ore  con- 
tinuous novnuent . They  felt  that  the  recently  dew  elope  strength  of 
the  enasxy  positions,  the  shortage  of  transports  and  airplanes  for  the 
continued  snintenanoe  of  strong  air  support  throughout  fcno  operation, 
and  Ute  lack  of  sufficient  shipping,  u&de  the  successful  accomplishment 
of  the  operation  ve: y doubtful  indeed. 

The  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff  in  reply  stated  that  they  fully  opprecl- 
ated  the  disadvantageous  position  of  COUSCTfBSPAC  and  CCVSOPAC.  However, 
tiny  further  stated  that  despite  tills  they  felt  it  neoesaary  to  go  ahead 
teoause  it  was  essential  to  atop  without  delay  th®  enemy's  southward  ad- 
vance frost  Tulagi,  and  because  enemy  airfields  at  Guadalcanal  would 
seriously  hamper  if  not  prevent  the  Allied  establishment  of  bases  at 
both  Sants  Crux  and  Kspiritu  Santo. 


LESSOR: 


In  general,  it  is  the  duty  of  t-aotios  to  insure  that  its  results 
are  appropriate  to  the  strategic  aim,  and  the  duty  of  strategy  to  insure 
that  the  attainment  of  taction!  objectives  furthers  exclusively  this 
strategic  aim  as  well  as  insures  that  the  tactical  struggle  is  initiated 
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mends  of  strategy  require  that  the  tactical  struggles  be  initiated  under 
conditions  which  are  not  considered  favorable  but  where  it  is  so  impor- 
tant to  achieve  a strategic  aim  that  severe  tactical  sacrifice*  are 
necessary  and  acceptable. 


Tiiis  decision  of  the  Joint  Chief s-of-Staff  was  a case  in  point. 

For  hare,  it  was  so  important  to  the  strategic  aim  to  prevent  further 
Japanese  expansion  tc  the  south,  and  to  prevent  the  establishment  of 
Japanese  airfields  at  Guadalcanal,  that  the  Joint  Chiefs— of-Staff  de- 
cided, «s  a calculated  risk,  to  seise  Gus dal  canal  under  relatively  un- 
favorable oorditions,  They  fully  expected  that  tactics  would  make  heavy 
sacrifices  but  they  considered  that  such  sacrifices  would  be  appropriate. 
In  case*  of  this  nature,  it  should  be  emphasized  that  any  such  decision 
made  by  higher  command  over  the  objections  of  a subordinate  commander 
should  be  made  only  after  a thorough  study  of  the  subordinate's  recom- 
mendations and  after  a thorough  reconsideration  of  all  of  the  factors 
involved. 


f 


r 
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2.  The  Japan**#  counted  h*tv  1 ly  on  gaining  surprise  against  the  Al- 
lied forces  at  Tulagi -Guadalcanal . In  this  they  were  so  remarkably 
successful  ci  tc  succeed  in  destroying  tha  cm  in  strength  of  tha  All  lad 
sorasning  force  with  but  al  ight,  damage  to  themselves.  In  accomplishing 
till*  tney  succeeded  in  obtaining  a decisive  superiority  in  gun-power 
oTfr  eaoh  of  tha  All  lad  screening  group*.  Tha  effect  on  tha  All  lad 
ooaMandara  was  almost  stop ifying.  Thay  confused  tha  situation;  mistook: 
th#  snowy  for  fr lands;  failad  to  make  reports  of  tha  onoiay's  presence; 
mads  auasrous  incorrect  decisions;  and  vlmost  completely  forgot  their 
primary  objective  - tha  defense  of  thair  transports  and  cargo  shins. 

LKSSOMi 

Surprise  is  tha  injection  of  the  unexpected  for  tha  purpose  of 
oreating  an  unfavorable  military  situation  for  the  enemy.  Judiciously 
conceived  and  suooaasfully  employed,  it  may  b#  a moat  potent  factor. 

It  produces  both  physical  and  morale  affects.  In  general,  tha  physical 
affect  is  to  produce  a decisive  superiority  at  tha  decisive  time  and 
place.  However,  th*  affeot  of  surprise  is  predominantly  ona  of  morale 
and  Is  not  in  proportion  to  physical  gains  and  losses.  It  can  therefor* 
have  a vary  adverse  reaction  upon  tha  professional  judgment  of  the  sur- 
prised oowmander,  a>  wall  as  upon  his  ooomand,  in  which  case  confusion, 
temporary  Ir*s  cf  initiative,  and  even  relaxation  of  effort  may  obtain. 

Cn  the  other  hand,  the  cotMsnder  who  achieves  surprise  may  thereby  en- 
gender such  confidence  within  his  command  as  to  contribute  heavily  to- 
ward* victory. 

Surprise  auat  not  be  counted  on  too  strongly  in  planning,  although 
it  should  be  considered  m the  *011 1 of  n«™rJ.y  every  operation.  There 
must  be  sufficient  means  available  to  iaiuis  success  oven  though  eur- 
priss  ba  not  obtained.  In  oonaidsring  surprise,  tha  enemy's  intelligence 
potential itias  should  not  bo  overlooked. 

There  arc,  of  course,  occasions  when  surprise  may  not  ba  desired 
as  for  example  in  deception  operations  where  it  is  hoped  to  entice  enemy 
forces  into  a definite  area  and  away  from  another  area. 

* • * 

3,  CTF  61,  the  oceonander  of  the  Sxpsditionary  Force,  was  stationed  in 
a carrier,  with  th#  carrier  foroe,  TF  61.1.  He  also  was  in  command  of 
one  of  the  carrier  task  groups  within  that  foroe.  He  was  *0  stationed 
and  assigned  beoause  he  was  the  only  combat  trained  carrier  task  force 
commander  in  the  area.  It  was  felt  in  view  of  the  Importance  of  carrier 
operations,  that  the  most  trained  carrier  coonandor  ehouiu  be  with  the 
carriers  at.  all  timoc.  Thia  was  shown  to  be  specious  reasoning,  for 
CTF  61  was  never  fully  cognisant  of  the  progress  of  the  lending  and  un- 
loading operations  at  Tulagi  or  et  Guadalcanal , and  his  carrier  force 
was  rarely  ever  nearer  than  eighty  miles  to  these  places.  The  reault 

of  this  was  that  CTF  61,  to  nil  intents  and  purpose*,  attached  mors 
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importince  to  the  carrier  operations  than  he  did  to  the  amphibious 
operations  at  Tulagi-Gusulalomal  and  finally  retired,  to  the  serious 
detriment  of  the  landing  operations. 


LESSON j 

The  comE'ander  of  an  expeditionary  force  should  have  freedom  of 
action  so  that  he  may  be  present  at  the  point  of  paramount  internet 
should  He  bo  desire.  In  otner  words  he  should  be  free  to  be  at  the 
scene  of  the  landing  operations  during  « landing  and  freu  to  Join  the 
surface  foroes  should  naval  and  air  action  be  imminent,.  This  enables 
him  to  xeep  himself  continuously  informed  of  the  constantly  changing 
situation  snd  pes-nito  him  to  employ  hLs  communications  fully  once  con™ 
teat  with  the  sneray  has  Lean  made.  For  this  reason,  ho  should  normally 
be  #t*tLcn»rt  in  a cruiser  or  a battleship  which  can  be  sps.red  from  its 
projected  assignments  rather  than  i.n  a carrier  which  can  only  operate 
within  limited  areas,* 


He  ahould  hare  no  responsibilities  except  the  operation  of  the 
force  as  a wholo.  Ke  should  therefore  not  become  involved  directly  in 
the  operations  of  smaller  groups  or  unita  lest  in  so  doing  he  overlook 
his  more  important  responsibilities.** 


The  Japanese  Commander  Cruiser  Force  designated  an  objective  to 
his  forae  vis.,  the  destruction  of  the  Allied  transports  and  cargo 
■hips  at  Tulag4 -Guadalcanal.  H*  made  no  effort  thereafter  to  accomp- 
lish this  objective  but  instead  engaged  the  Allied  screening  forces  Ln 
heavy  combat  after  which  he  retired  from  the  area. 


The  Japanese  commander  also  appears  to  have  designated  as  a bat- 
tle objective  "the  destruction  ol*  the  Allied  screening  forces. * Ke  did 
not  destroy  these  screening  foroes  but  iaatead  retired  withou  insuring 
their  destruction. 


The  A.lliod  cana,ander  likewise  designated  an  ■'bjeotivo  to  his 
soreening  force  vis.,  the  defense  of  the  transports  and  cargo  ships 
against  Japaaeso  air,  surface  and  rubesarine  attack.  The  Allied  group 
conEumde"'*  and  the  commanding  officers,  despite  this  objective^  made 
little  effort  to  interpose  their  oowmands  between  the  Japanese  cruisers 
and  the  Allied  shipping  at  either  Tulagi  or  Guadalcanal , The  fact  that 


* Statement;  -June  i*t,  'by  Admiral  Raymond  A.  "Spruanoe,  frS^tkeVJ  £o 

Commodore  Richard  Tr,  Sates,  UIT!J(Ret),  Head  of  Department  of  Analysis, 
3av»l  War  College. 

**  Statement  April  8th,  1960  by  Admiral  Henry  X.  Hewitt,  USN(Ret)  to  Com- 
modore Richard  W.  Sates,  U3S(Eot),  Head  ot  Department  of  Analysis,  Havs.l 
War  Collage. 
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thi*  shipping  was  not  attacked  was  a Japanese  command  failure  rather 
than  on  Allied  oomund  success. 

LESSOR < 

A military  objective  ia  the  end  towarda  which  aoxion  i*  being  or 
i*  to  be  direoted.  Aa  m oh  It  ia  an  objective  in  Bind,  Therefore,  an 
objective,  being  a mental  concept,  ia  a aituation  to  be  created  or 
maintained.  It  ia  generally  assigned  to  a subordinate  by  hia  ooammmder, 
but  under  some  condition#  it  may  be  adopted  by  the  ooamander  oonoemed 
on  hia  own  initiative  in  order  to  meet  the  deaunda  of  a situation  which 
has  suddenly  arisen  and  on  whioh  hia  immediate  superior  has  not  had  tiaa 
or  opportunity  to  sot.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  Allied  c omasa der 
assigned  the  objective  to  his  defending  forces  above,  whereas  the  Japan* 
eae  ocssatnder  adopted  his  objective  on  hia  own  initiative  to  meet  a new 
but  antioipeted  aituation. 

It  ia  essential  that  a commander  make  every  effort,  consistent 
with  proper  "costs"  to  acooi^tlieh  hia  objective,  since  hie  failure  to 
do  r may  have  a seriously  adverse  effect  on  his  superior's  general 

plan. 


In  th^  examples  shown,  the  Japanese  ooaraander,  after  disrupting 
the  Allied  screening  force,  failed  to  complete  hia  mission  by  the  an- 
nihilation of  the  transports  and  oargo  ships.  This  was  an  objective 
entirely  within  hia  capabilities.  This  failure  permitted  the  Allies 
to  seise  e foothold  from  which  they  were  never  dislodged.  Furthermore 
tha  Japasvsae  commander  only  partially  carried  out  hia  self  as  igned 
objective  aa  regards  the  Allied  screening  force. 

In  tho  cases  of  the  Allied  comnumders,  they  appeared  to  forget 
almost  ocnpniateiy  that  oheir  objective  was  tne  pret-actioo  of  the  seme 
transports  and  cargo  ships.-  Had  the  Japanese  cocenander  been  of  sterner 
fiber,  it  is  quite  possible  that  CTF  32  might  have  been  compelled  to 
abandon  his  attaok  on  the  Tula gi- Qua dal oanal  area. 

• * * 

5.  There  was  a marked  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  Japanese  commanders 

to  claim  that  owa  forces  had  inflicted  much  more  extensive  damage  and 
many  more  sinkings  than  had  in  fact  occurred.  This  was  especially  no- 
tioeable  (e)  when  the  Commander  t h Air  Attack  Force  claimed  sinking 
by  air  attack  oti  August  8th,  two  heavy  cruisers,  one  large  cruiser,  two 
destroyers  and  nine  transport*  and  damaging  and  setting  fire  to  one 
large  cruiser  and  twe  transports,  whan  in  fact  ail  he  had  eoooapliehad 
was  to  damage  the  JARVIS  and  the  C2JORGE  F»  ELLIOWj  (b)  when  the  Com* 
wander  Cruiser  Force  claimed  sinking  during  the  night  action  early 
morning  August  9th,  two  British  heavy  cruisers,  five  American  heavy 
cruieors,  one  American  light  oruiser  and  six  destroyers  and  to  have 
damaged  one  British  light  cruiser  and  one  destroyer.  Rh*t  he  had  ao- 
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coapliehed  in  net  was  to  sink  ana  Australian  heavy  cruiser,  the  CAN- 
BERRA, three  American  heavy  cruiaers,  tho  VINCENNES,  QUINCY,  ASTORIA, 
and  to  damage  one  American  henvy  cruisor,  the  CHICAGO.,  anc1.  two  destroy- 
ers, the  PATTERSON  end.  RALPH  TALBOT.  The  Allies  on  the  other  hand 
realised  that  they  had  done  some  damage  but  Bade  no  claims  as  to  eneny 
surface  ships  sunk. 

LESSON: 

Accurate  knowledge  of  the  enemy's  losses  has  an  importance  con- 
siderably beyond  that  of  reflecting  credit  on  own  forces  and  own  com- 
manders, for  no  ooranender  can  make  correct  decisions  in  battle  nor  yet 
learn  and  apply  its  lessons  to  future  tactics  without  knowing  how  suc- 
cessful to  has  been  in  damaging  the  enesy „ It  is  important  to  realise 
that  over-estimation  of  eneny  losses  may  work  definite  ham  in  the 
following  ways : 

(a)  It  may  warp  the  immediate  judgment  of  cossoandf re  In  battle. 

It  should  be  apparent  tliat  should  a oorssander  have  an  erroneous 
belief  as  to  the  number  of  enemy  units  destroyed  and  the  number 
still  remaining,  he  may  fail  to  press  hosw»  or  to  repeat  an  at- 
taok,  or  to  finish  off  cripples,  or  to  pursue  fugitives  and 
out  off  their  escape.  He  nay  permit  enemy  vessels  left  sup- 
posedly sinking  to  survive  and  escape;  he  may  relax  his  guard 
against  enemy  units  which  ere  apparently  disabled  but  which 
are  actually  still  dangerous,  or  which  have  disappeared  only 
*-,o  reform,  rearm,  and  re-attack. 

(b)  It  may  hinder  tactical  advancement.  If  a cocseander  believes 
that  he  has  been  highly  successful  and  has  inflioted  heavy 
leases  on  the  eneny  when  the  contrary  is  actually  tho  case, 
tie  way  fail  to  remedy  weaknesses  end  to  stake  improvements  iu 
material,  training,  and  tactics. 

(c)  It  may  affect  own  long  range  strategy,  which  of  necessity  is 
baaed  largely  on  an  analysis  of  the  eneny' e strength  with 
relation  to  ora  strength.  This,  in  turn,  is  affected  by  the 
accuracy  of  own  estimate  of  previous  enemy  losses r 

• • * 

6.  Coeseander  Cruiser  Force  authorised  his  division  aoeuanders  to 

operate  independently.  As  a consequence,  CCWCRUDIV  EIGHTEEN  and  the 
YIIMAGI  both  separated  from  his  command  immediately  prior  to  opening 
fire  on  the  CHICAGO  Group.  However,  despite  this.  Commander  Cruieer 
Force,  who  appears  to  have  been  constantly  advised  as  to  the  Allied 
cruiser  formations  by  his  planes,  was  always  s’ole  to  obtain  an  ap- 
propriate degree  of  combat  superiority  over  the  Alliot  screening  groups 
at  each  point  of  contact.  Therefore,  his  division  of  force#  did  not 
work  a hardship  ou  Ms  coommnd. 


('-produced  lron\ 
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CTG  62.6,  on  the  other  hand  and  as  a corollary  of  the  above,  not 
only  so  divided  his.  forces  as  to  risk  combat  inferiority  at  the  point 
of  contact  but  ho  failed  to  make  adequate  provisions  for  the  coordina- 
tion of  his  forces.  H’-  division  of  forces  therefore  piaoed  hie  command 
at  an  initial  dieadvanta 


LESSON: 

While  a flat  statement  that  it  is  unwise  to  divide  a force  may 
contain  a sound  element  of  caution,  it  is  not  necessarily  unwise  to  do 
so  for  r division  of  forces  may  be  necessary  or  desirable.  Such  axiomat- 
ic advice  to  be  adequate  ahould  indicate  when  end  in  wiiat  measure  such 
division  may  or  may  not  be  necessary  or  desirable. 

On  the  other  hand,  however  true  as  a generality,  the  statement 
that  the  requirements  of  warfare  are  met  by  bringing  superiority  to 
bear  at  the  decisive  time  and  place  is  also  inadequate,,  Hkat  is  neces- 
sary here  is  to  determine  the  appropriate  degree  of  superiority  and 
the  proper  time  and  place. 


* • 


m 


7.  The  Allied  High  Cosanand,  on  occaaions,  estimated  the  course  of 

action  that  the  enemy  intended  to  follow  and  then  based  their  plans  on 
this  estimate  of  the  enemy's  intoation.  They  did  not  give  adequate 
consideration  to  other  enemy  capcbllitios  which  night  ndverael}  ai'fect 
their  plans.  As  an  example,  they  estimate-:!  that  the  Japanese  forces 
noted  off  Sougainvia  o word  heading  for  Rebate  Say  and  therefore  over- 
looked the  onemy  capaoility  of  attacking  tho  havo  Island  Area  that 
night.  Also  two  of  the  Allied  cruiser  commanders  (the  1U1KCY  and 
ASTORIA)  overlooked  the  enemy  capability  of  being  present  in  the  area 
and  estinatsd  that  the  Japanese  force*  illuminating  than  wore  friendly# 

A partial  result  of  this  overs  'jit  was  that  they  wore  caught  by  sur- 
prise and  their  ships  were  so  uriousiy  damaged  that  they  sank  within 
a .hort  time. 

LESSOR: 

A cocmtAndei  in  making  his  piano,  shoo.1  d follow  the  method  of 
energy  capabilitic  s rather  than  tho  method  of  or.ony  intentions.  The 
method  of  oneny  intentions,  which  has  been  discarded  by  the  United  States 
Armed  Forces,  as  the  enemy's  indentions  are  subject;  tc  change,  but  which 
is  still  used  by  certain  important  navies,  consisted  of  an  estimate  by 
tlie  commander,  based  on  that  course  of  action  which  ho  thought,  or  even 
knew,  the  eneiay  intended  to  follow.  The  Method  of  capabilities  oonclsta 
of  an  estimate  oy  the  commander  based  on  those  course?  of  action  which 
the  enemy  in  capable  of  doing  find  which  if  adapted  .vili  .caterially  af- 
fect the  accomplishment  of  the  coranander's  objective?.  He  should,  wfcarv 
possible,  list  the  -auery  courses  of  action  in  order  of  priority — that 
is,  he  should  list  the  more  likely  before  the  less  likely.  In  case  of 
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doubt,  he  should  give  the  higher  priority  to  tho?e  en'way  ooursen  which 
he  considers  more  dangerous  to  himself. 

* * * 

8.  All  of  the  Allied  ships  with  the  exception  of  the  CANBERRA,  which 

was  in  B-icish  Condition  of  Res dine a a TWO,  were  in  American  Condition 
of  Readiness  IRC,  Most  of  the  A13  led  ships  appeared  to  iia?«  so  organ- 
ised their  oomnends  as  to  make  it  possible  to  set  Condition  of  Readi- 
ness t#*!  from  Condition  of  Readiness  TSTQ  in  about  five  minutes  whioh 
was  normal  practice  at  the  t Vme.  However,  the  QUIWCY  required  much 
longer  to  accomplish  this  - possibly  ten  minutes.  This  appears  to 
have  been  (a)  because  she  had  so  organized  her  Condition  of  Readiness 
TWO  that  many  of  her  personnel  who  should  have  been  on  watch  in  their 
regular  battle  stations,*  instead  were  on  watch  at  other  stations  - 
for  example,  at  the  anti-aircraft  directors  - and  therefore  took  muoh 
longer  to  reach  their  general  quarters  stations,  and  (b)  because  she 
was  closed  up  in  Material  Readiness  Condition  ZED  so  rapidly  that  many 
of  the  personnel  were  unable  to,  reach  their  battle  stations.  The  net 
result  of  this,  plus  a reduoed  radius  of  visibility  owing  tc  smoke  and 
fire,  was.  that  the  QUIflCY  was  delayed  in  firing  her  first  oalvo  for 
about  twelve  minutes.  Both  the  QUINCY  and  the  VINCKHNE3  appeared  un- 
able to  opan  fire  with  the  Condition  of  Readiness  Tens  organization 
while  setting  Condition  of  Resdinesc  One. 

LESSOR i 

A commending  officer  should  make  every  effort  to  insure  that  his 
ship  is  so  organised  and  trained  that  only  the  minimum  time  is  neces- 
sary to  open  fire  or  to  set  any  higher  condition  of  readiness.  In 
addition  he  should  insure  that  his  organization  not  only  permit*  fire 
to  be  opened  Immediately  with  that  portion  of  the  battery  whioh  is 
canned  under  the  existing  condition  of  readiness,  but  also  permito  the 
oaintenacoe  of  an  effective  fire  during  the  period  when  a higher  condi- 
tion of  readiness  is  being  set. 

It  is,  of  course,  realized  that  in  certain  sea  areas  one  portion 
of  the  armament  may  be  considered  more  important  to  the  reqwi reseats 
of  the  situation  than  is  smother  portion  and  may  be  given  snore  con- 
sideration as  regards  reliefs  for  the  personnel.  Therefore,  certain 
relief  personnel  from  other  battle  stations  may  be  assigned  to  assist 
in  maintaining  a higher  degree  of  rea  iineao  in  that  store  important 
portion  of  the  armament.  These  relief  personnel  should,  whenever  prac- 
ticable, ova*  from  battle  stations  nearby. 


V Cemo mncfttS' 'TPebrilary  "TOSTT  ^^^^Tr^TTjutc  ianx  lioaaanfTnr' S.V.  Heneber^er , 
OSW,  to  Admiral  Arthur  J,  Hepburn,  UE$ ( Ret ) concerning  Additional  J.n- 
fomation  in  Regard  to  the  EX.-U33  QU1HCY,  paragraph  12. 
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Each  commanding  officer  with  the  above  idee  in  mind  should  study 
the  fundamental  requirements  of  the  son  area  in  which  .be  its  operating 
nr;  ! should  insure  thao  his  conditions  of  readiness  aro  synchronised 
with  the  demands  of  the  situation.  It  nust  be  emphasized  that  Vis  alone 
is  responsible  for  that  state  of  readiness  which  will  boat  meet  the 
situation  at  the  time. 


♦ * * 

9,  During  this  action  the  Allied  3hip3  nera  equipped  with  radar;  the 

Japanese  ships  were  not  so  equipped.  Tha  Japanese  therefore  were  forced 
to  rely  on  their  visual  means  of  detection  to  insure  their  discovering 
the  Allied  ships.,  Tha  Allies,  on  the  other  hand,  reiied  on  their  radars 
and  appear  to  have  attached  little  importance  to  their  visual  means  of 
detection.  So  confident  was  CTG  62.6  as  to  the  capabilities  of  his 
radars  that  he  stated  later  that  it  should  not  have  been  possible  for  an 
enemy  force  to  get  inside  Savo  Island  without  being  detected  either 
visually  or  with  radar  .by  the  screening  destroyors  BLUE  and  RALPH  TALBOT. 
He  particularly  stressed  radar,  lie  stated  that  these  screening  destroy" 
era  were  so  stationed  that  radar  with  a surface  range  of  but  six  miles 
would  insure  that  nothing  got  by.  He  did  not  realize  that  the  CLUB  and 
RALPH  TALBOT  could  be  as  much  apart  as  twenty  miles.  Neither  he  nor 
his  noamtndinf.  officers  appear  to  have  been  familiar  with  the  limita- 
tions of  tbs  radar  of  tv  jae  days  or  with  its  failure  in  the  presence  of 
land  masses. 

As  a consequence,  the  Japanese  a Ion a*  i-sarinbly  made  visual  con- 
tact on  the  Allied  ships  long  before  the  L.  'ed  3hips  made  radar  or 
visual  contact  on  the  Japanese  ships. 

L&JSONt 
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This  is  especially  important  when  such  devices  have  not  boon  ful Ly 
proven,  TJhile  such  devices  when  operating  correctly  can  give  unusual 
and,  in  roae  oases,  almost  insurmountable  advantages  to  those  who  have 
them,  they  can  also,  when  operating  incorrectly,  be  seriously  disad- 
vantageous as  they  may  contribute  false  impressions  ns  to  the  accuracy 
of  their  performance.  It  is  of  great  importance,  therefore,  that  com- 
manders understand  ths  utility  of  and  know  something  of  the  capabilities 
and  limitations  of  their  technological  devices,  and  tliat  thoy  make  pro- 
vision, when  praotioable,  for  paralleling  the  more  vital  tecnaclogioal 
devices  by  other  means. 


» * * 

10.  The  Joint  Chief s-of -Staff  desired  that  C0U30PAC  should  be  in 

supreme  ooansmd  of  all  of  the  operations  for  the  seizure  of  Tulagi- 
Guadalcanal.  In  order  to  effect  this  they  moved  the  boundary  between 
the  SCWESPAC  Area  and  the  30PAC  Area  to  the  westward  from  Longitude 

“amr'.iniiiiiTMi  - 
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136° (E)  to  Longitude  159<j(tj),  Thi  pieced  the  'bjactive  area  of 
Tul agl-Guadfl Jo rrnal  within  the  SOPAC  Area,  However,  in  doing  this, 
thoy  permitted  a division  of  commend  over  ♦'1>>  shera-bnsed  aiiorcft 
required  for  the  operation.  As  a roault  the  shore-based  aircraft  in 
SCSTtfKLFAC  remained  under  the  command  of  CCJ i&JNESPAC  and  that  in  SCPAC 
under  COtASOPAC.  Thia  seriously  interfered  with  the  prompt  reporting 
to  the  Allied  comanders  in  SOPAC  of  ocntaotc  made  by  SCflTESPAC  planes 
and  was  one  of  the  contributory  reasons  for  the  Allied  failure  in  the 
tactical  phases  of  the  Night  Battle  of  Savo  Island, 


LESS OH  s 


A cotiiKmdar  charged  with  the  conduct  of  an  operation  should  be 
given  operational  control  over  all  shore-based  aircraft  required  for 
that  operation.  If  such  operational  control  oannot  be  obtained  then 
he  should  be  able  to  communicate  directly  with  all  pertinent  bases, 
and  with  aircraft  on  secrch  or  combat  missions,  in  order  to  insure 
immediate  receipt  of  all  contact  reports  and  other  information  vital 
to  the  successful  conduct  of  operations, 

* • * 

The  Japanese  plan  for  the  employment  of  Land  and  tendor-bRsed 
aircraft  in  the  defense  of  the  Southwest  Area  called  for  covering  the 
area  with  search  aircraft  primarily  for  intelligence  purposes,  end 
for  supplementing  the  search  aircraft  with  attack  aircraft.  Al1  air- 
craft were  to  be  based  on  selected  fields  end  at  selected  baeeo  through- 
out the  area,  and  all  were  under  a single  ccwmnd. 

The  Allied  pi*  for  the  employment  of  lend  and  tender-based  air- 
craft in  the  aosaui  on  Tulagi-Quadelcanal  called  i.>r  coveving  the 
approaches  to  and  ..e  operations  within  the  objective  area  by  search 
aircraft  primarily  for  intelligence  purpose*.  It  also  called  for  sup- 
plementing the  search  aircraft  with  attack  aircraft.  All  aircraft  wars 
to  be  operated  from  selected  fields  or  selected  anchorages  in  Fine 
Caledonia,  New  Guinea,  the  Fiji,  New  Hebrides  and  Santa  Cruz  Islands 
and  were  to  extend  their  searches  as  far  north  as  the  range  of  aircraft 
would  p '!■».. t.  These  aircraft,  unfortunately,  were  operated  under  a 
divided  command. 

In  both  oases  the  air  cover  was  far  from  adequate  because  of  the 
limited  number  of  search  planes,  the  limited  range  of  search  aircraft, 
the  shortage  of  suitably  located  air  fields,  and  finally  because  of 
bad  flying  weather  in  certain  areas. 

LESSON. 

The  employment  of  land  and  tender-baaed  aircraft  for  the  defense 
of  a sea  area  when  ao  carrier-based  aircraft  are  available  and  when 
weather  condition*  are  fevorable  oah  only  be  effective  when  said 


aircraft  are  adequate  in  number  and  training  and  suitably  disposed 
to  furnish  the  intelligence  required  for  tho  security  " the  area; 
when  the  airfields  are  suitably  located  to  provide  mutual  support 
and  concentration  not  only  for  themselves  but  for  sny  surface  forces 
in  tho  area;  when  the  attack  aircraft  are  sufficient  in  number#  and 
quality  and  + he  pilots  are  adequately  trained,  and  when  all  aircraft 
are  operated  under  a single  command, 

* * * 

COMSOPAC  directed  dTF  63  to  conduct  patrol  plane  searches  for  the 
protection  of  tho  surface  ships  of  TF  62  against  land  based  aircraft 
during  the  approach,  tho  landing  attack  and  the  unloading.  He  did  this 
not  only  because  he  believed  that  this  was  the  basic  problem  but  also 
because  CVP  61  avsired  searches  which  would  prevent  sn  enemy  tir  strik- 
ing group  from  approaching  undetected.  CTF  63  does  not  appear  to  have 
received  any  specific  requ^  its  either  from  CTF  61  or  CTF  62  for  pro- 
tection against  attacks  by  enemy  surface  craft  prior  to  2C42,  August 
7th.  The  result*  of  the  ection  showed  that  it  was  in  surface  craft 
that  the  principal  threat  lay. 

LESSOR'. 

In  planning  an  operation,  tho  Commander  should  consider  fully 
every  element  of  weakness  and  strength  and  every  element  of  advan- 
tage and  disadvantage.  Such  a study  should  disclose  to  him  every 
possibility  which  the  enemy  might  exploit  and  should  enable  him  to 
envisage  these  enemy  operations  which  presumably  could  oatcrially  af- 
fect his  orwn  plans.  For  example,  he  might  by  suoh  a sv  dy  be  able  to 
determine  the  enemy  strength  which  oould  be  moved  into  position  within 
tirao  limits  which  could  affect  hia  own  courses  of  action.  He  should 
then  be  able  to  determine  what  aotion  he  should  take  to  insure  the 
successful  onm?i»tion  or  his  plans,  of  what  modification  of  hi:  plan 
should  be  made  in  the  light  of  this  knowledge  of  onemy  capabilities. 

CTF  62  at  2242  August  7th  determined  by  such  s study  the  need  for  ad- 
ditional a *'  searches  in  the  unsaarched  area  north  of  Choisoul  Island 
and  in  the  direction  of  Rabaul  as  a protection  against  the  approach  of 
enemy  surface  forces  from  the  westward.  This  was  an  excellent  example 
cf  the  above  roauoning  process. 

* * o 

Of  the  two  cruisers  and  two  destroyers  which  ocwprissd  thfc  CHICAGO 
Group,  and  the  three  cruisers  and  two  destroyers  whioh  comprised  the 
YIMCENNES  Group,  but  one  ship,  the  destroyer  PAT7SRS0M,  uade  aay  attempt 
to  broadcast  a contact  report  to  the  Off loer-ln- Tactical-Command  or, 
failing  that,  to  CTF  61,  62,  63  or  CQUSOPAC,  She  attempted  to  make  this 
contact  report  by  TBS  voice  radio,  and  did  not  parallel  it  by  radio  but 
endeavored  to  do  so  by  visual  means.  The  result  of  this  was  that  her 
report  was  received  by  but  three  ehips  of  the  above  groups,  the  VINCRUWKi 


QUINCY  and  WILSON.  and  by  the  HALPH  TALBOT  on  radar  picket  duty,  The 
QUIKCY  and  WILSON  appear  to  him  *«ted  on  it  immediately  but  tha  7 Tfi ~ 
CKNNES  operator  failed  to  deliver  it  to  tha  bridge  so  that  it  became 
ineffsc  iive. 

LEgSOH » 

It  ia  particularly  important  that  contact  reports  of  enemy  ships 
as  wfll  as  of  enotay  siroraft  in  position  to  threaten  the  prinoipal 
forces  be  made  as  soon  as  poscibls.  Detailed  accurate  information  of 
the  aneny  should  be  provided  and  this  should  include  the  enemy's  bear- 
ing, snd  distance  from  a geographical  point  o“  his  latitude  and  long!-” 
tudej  his  disposition  or  formation;  the  number  of  his  units  and  their 
course  and  s^eed.  The  senior  officer  of  chips  within  visual  touch  of 
each  other  a , the  point  of  contact  is  not  only  responsible  that-  tha 
information  is  transmitted  to  the  proper  officer  but  he  is  also 
responsible  for  preventing  unnecessary  duplication  of  report#  by  the 
ships  in  visual  contact  with  him.  However,  when  a junior  observea  that 
his  senior  appears  unable  to  transmit  information  because  of  damans 
or  other  reasons » he,  the  junior,  should  assume  that  duty. 

The  employment  of  plain  language  by  the  PATTER30N  was  correct  as 
own  forces  were  in  immediate  danger.  Cossaunication  Instructions  state 
that  "enemy  reports  should  normally  be  encrypted  Plain 

language  should  not  be  used  except  when  own  forces  are  in  immediate 
danger,  or  under  other  circumstances  which  make  it  apparent  that  the 
normal  delay  incident  to  encryption  is  not  warranted. 

It  is  often  wise  to  parallel  a voice  transmission  th  a radio 
transmission  or  even  in  some  oases  by  visual  means.  Whethex-  or  not 
to  employ  radio  when  other  proper  5«ss.ns  o.  transmitting  * contact, 
report  are  available  is  a command  decision  based  on  the  need  for  radio 
security  against  the  poeaibility  of  a failure  in  the  communication 
system. 


• « * 

14.  Both  Commander  CHICAGO  Group  and  Commander  VINCENNF.G  Group  failed 

to  Infora  their  immediate  superior-ln-coanand,  CTG  62.6,  and  the  other 
commanders  who  should  know,  of  the  fact  that  the  western  acrsening 
group  was  in  a fierce  night  engagement  with  strong  enemy  forces.  These 
ooummndera  also  failed  to  inform  CTG  62.8  and  the  other  commanders  who 
should  know,  of  the  number  and  nature  of  the  enesiy  forces  involved, 
of  -ho  progress  of  the  action  being  fought,  and  of  the  tsrainst.ion  of 
the  action. 


* "Sasio  ^pIJ  Communication  flan  \J3F  7b  (3),  para ...  1l43£. 
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LESSON  ;■ 


It  is  of  vital  importance  for  the  proper  functioning  of  command 
during  ovttle  That  the  Otf  floor- in-Thotical  Command  ia  kept  informed 
of  the  various  change*  in  the  aitua.ti.oa  which  sw*y  affect  hia  battle 
plr.a,  fartiai  information  promptly  received  ia  of  •"aatly  greater 
isportenoe  than  complete  information  received  too  late*  Negative 
information  my  be  a«  important  aa  positive  information.*  Iherefo!  a, 
new  factors  which  way  change  the  situation  should  be  reported  to  hist 
immediately.  He,  In  turn,  should  keep  h'a  subordinate  jomnnnder*  ao 
informed.  For  the  same  reason,  it  ia  imrjrtant  that  coordinate  com- 
manders who  era  involves  in  the  atuae  operation  but  with  Independent 
teaks,  should  keep  one  mother  informed  of  my  new  factor*  which  may 
change  the  aituation. 

Very  often  a oosmander  incorrectly  tr  mi  that  his  immediate 
superior,  as  well  as  the  other  ocaamvaders  who  should  snow,  has  in- 
formation which  he  does  net  in  feat  have.  'In  other  occasions  he  mmy 
assume  that  information  ia  inconsequent isl  when  as  a matter  of  fact 
it  may  be  vitally  important  to  another  comcander,^  In  rj*w  of  this 
fact  it  ia  wise,  in  case  >f  doubt,  to  provide  more,  rather  than  less 
hutwaanttfonT t:>  juch  commanders  end  with  minimum  possible  delay. <*  In 
order  to  accomplish  this,  experience  has  shown  that  each  ship  and  each 
staff  should  have  available  an  intelligence  unit,  srven  if  it  oonsist- 
of  but  one  oo^ieteat  man,  tc  keep  infc  -maticn  masters  in  nitid  and  + o 
prepare  information  reports  for  release  by  Hie  coranander.** 

* * * 

15.  Ho  night  battle  plan  was  i' /escribed  for  the  Allied  screening 

feres.  Tfhile  it  ia  rwovipuueu  fciirt  it  «*i  newt  «o  impossible  to  /ro- 
ll 1 1 the  exact  contact  conditions  governing  any  expected  gur  and 
torpedo  action,  nevertheless,  *♦;  doe*  appear  that  a n-.ghw  battle  plan 
in  general  t*ma  indicating  the  mrihe a -t  uoord— --aciug  the  various 
unite  and  group*  *.a signed  to  CTG  C2  ,*  tho.biw  ha  a been  provided, 

LMZTSMi 

A battle  plan  set#  forth  ♦«..,#  methods  or  principles  for  the  co- 
ordinated employment  of  forces  during  battle.  The  chance*  of  success 
In  battle,  and,  especially  in  night  battle,  are  greatly  improved  if  ruoh 
a plan  is  employed.  Without  soma  such  plan,  oi  acme  doctrine  for 


«*  8**T<T  HLpiti  vom.nmioeiTou'yian,  Dlftf""  "WH*' ) , Tunc  llW*,  1SS. 

**  Statement  of  & inirnl  Henry  I.  IBfcwritt,  USE(rev)  to  Commodore  Richard 

Bate*,  Head  of  Department  of  Analysis,  Baval  Hr ir  College,  April  8th,  1950. 


guiding  th«  coersandin^.  off  1> *<  a in  thsir  i llvidual  motion*,  it  may 
in*  impossible  to  obtain  ooo'dlnated  notion. 

Thio  plan  should  b«  brief.  clear  aa  to  ths  tactics  to  be  employed 
and,  especially  so,  if  new  or  non- standard  p^ocsduros  are  prescribed. 

It  should,  whenever  piaotioabie,  be  issued  in  advance  and  discussed 
with  the  prinoipal  oosatanders  concerned.  Tf  it  is  veil  considered  and 
oorre-tly  executed,  it  will  promote  initiative  and  will  ensure  the  most 
effective  employment  of  ths  forces  available. 

* a * 

16.  CTG  62,6  left  tbe  AUSTRALIA  G»"oup  at,  about  2C55  August  8th,  and 

headed  Into  the  anchorage  at  Guadaloanal,  He  informed  the  Commanding 
'aViaer,  CHICAGO,  who  thereby  temporarily  succeeded  to  command  of  the 
AUSTRALIA  Group,  but  failed  to  votify  either  Commander  VINCffllNES  Group 
who  temporarily  succeeded  to  command  of  the  entire  eastern  screening 
group,  or  hla  other  j-group  commanders,  of  hi#  departure.  fherefore, 
neither  Commander  7 jBCKJOTnS  Group  nor  „he  other  rum-informed  sub-group 
HKjmanders  knew  that  Commander  VINCENNES  Group  in  the  VINCENNES  was 
ta&porarlly  Off ioar -in -Tactics!  Command.  As  a direct  consequence,  when 
Commands  VINCENNES  Group  first  observed  the  airplane  flares  and  reali^xd 
that  the  Japaneso  war*  probably  attempting  a night  surfaoe  ship  opora- 
tion,  ha  appears  to  Inure  smeitad  instructions  from  CTG  62.6  rather  than 
tc  have  Initiatad  himself  the  action  necessary  for  the  coordination  of 
the  various  sub- groups. 

LESSON » 

All  changes  In  taotic.il  onn— and  should  be  promulgated  to  the  com- 
mand by  signal  or  dispatch,  uuu  ths  cc=sa.td  should  be  inrcrmeei  in  the 
same  oonnainloatioa  as  to  the  location  of  tha  Off icer-in-Taotioal  Comma*  d 
- i.e.,  tha  ship  in  which  lv»  1 s embarked.*  In  this  oonnection,  it  is 
important  to  note  that  a change  c tlie  senior  officer  present  during  a 
taotioal  situation  should  not  normally  Involve  a change  in  the  Officer- 
in-Thotival  Command  unless  such  change  is  advisable  > tr  additional 
reasons.  However,  no  delegation  of  authority  can  relieve  tha  senior 
of  hie  inherent  responsibility . 

sue 

lb,  tha  Commanding  Officer,  CHICAGO,  performed  additional  duty  as 

Commander  CHICAGO  Group  and  the  Commanding  Officer,  VINCENNES,  performed 
addition '1  duty  an  Cwmader  VUCEHNIB  Group*  Se  'her  of  these  off!- 
oars  had  time  nor  .toft  personnel  adequate  for  handling  these  dual 
raepour  Ibilitiaa.  Ths  result  was  that  both  of  them  overlooked  almost 
entirely  their  duties  ts  group  oommandars  and  davotad  their  interests 
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to  their  o i ci  function  of  commending  officers.  This  forced  the  coi- 

msndlng  officer*  of  oil.  ships  to  set  independently  bains;  guided  soma- 
whs  t by  doctrine. 

LESSON > 

there  are  many  occasions  wnan  tha  commanding  officer  of  w ship 
can  also  ooamand  a small  task  group  in  an  effective  manner.  This  is 
particularly  tru®  in  peacetime  operations.  Howsrsr,  it  is  not  reoom- 
nended  for  war  time  onovations  and  especially  in  oombatant  tark  groups 
which  may  engage  the  enemy.  This  is  so  beoause  (a)  in  the  case  of  the 
oonmendlng  officer  of  a ship  in  battle,  his  responsibilities  are  so 
pressing  and  the  demands  of  the  situation  both  internal  and  external, 
are  so  great  as  to  generally  require  all  of  his  time  to  function  ade- 
quately and  (b)  in  the  case  of  a oombatant  task  group  ocjuiacder,  his 
responsibilities  are  also  so  vital  to  tha  suooess  of  the  action  that 
ha  must  devote  his  mind  and  time  exclusively  to  then  and  oannt t be 
expected  to  devote  his  attention  to  other  matters.  In  general,  the 
commanding  officer  of  « ship  has  inadequate  personnel  to  handl®  both 
asaignmunts. 

It  might  be  well , hereforo,  on  such  occasions  for  the  coumanding 
officer  to  delegate  the  -hip  responsibilities  to  the  executive  officer. 
Under  cuoh  circumstances  it  should  be  the  accepted  naval  practice  that 
the  ooamtandlng  officer  thereby  divests  himself  of  the  responsit  ility 
for  the  handling  of  the  ship,  and  in.  effect,  the  erstwhile  axe  utive 
officer  assumes  full  responsibility  as  ooamaanding  offioor  of  a flagship* 
Such  a delegation  of  authority  would  give  the  on— nand^ng  officer  the 
freedom  of  action  essential  to  the  adequate  discharge  of  his  higher 
responsibilities. 


16.  The  difference  in  night  gunnery  performance  between  the  Japanese 

cruisers  and  the  Allied  cruisers  was  so  marked  as  to  show  plainly  what 
success  can  be  achieved  by  correct  training  in  night  firing,  and  what 
disaster  can  result  from  a lack  of  such  training,  particularly  when 
complicated  by  the  effect  of  surprise. 

(a)  The  Japanese  cruiser#  fired  rounds  of  ammunition  as  follows i* 


(l)  8-inohs 

CHOKAI  302,  AOBA  183,  KAKO  192 
KIBUGASA  66,  FJRUTAJtt  I&2 

Total 

10U 

{ 2 ) b.b-inchj 

TENET U 00,  YUBAni  98 

Total 

176 

(3)  6,0- inch* 

CHOKAI  120 

Total 

120 

• Action  BeporEiT'i'roa  ^fabular"  Records  Japanese  Cruisers,  ?)ooumcni# 

160623  and  16140?. 


(4)  4.7-inrhi  AOBA  Bo,  KARO  130,  KINUGA'4 

PURUTAKA  94 

(5)  3.0- inch t TB1JSYU  23 

Thus  the  Japanese  croirers  fired  at  the  Allied 
destroyers  a total  of  1867  shells,  and  made,  acoording  to  Allied  best 
estimates,  a minimuu  of  not  less  than  159  actual  hits  (ASTORIA  thirty- 
four,  QUINCY  thirty-six,  VINCENNES  f ifty-sevm  , CANBERRA  twenty-four* 
CHICAGO  one,  PATTERSON  one,  and  RALPH  TAL30T  rir)  with  a probability 
of  not  lass  than  sixty-four  additional  hits,  waking  a total  of  about 
223  hits.*  If  this  is  a correct  accounting,  then  th*  Japanese  at- 
tained approximately  twelve  per  cent  of  hits. 

(b)  The  Allied  cruisers  and  destroyers  fired  rounds  of  ammunition 
aa  follows i 


Total 

534 

Total 

23 

orui  ''ere  and 


(1)  8- inch*  CANBERRA  0,  CHICAGO  0,  VINCENNES  33(f), 

QUINCY  21,  ASTORIA  53. 


(2)  6- inch;  CHICAGO  25,  VINCENNES  20(f),  QUINCY  0, 

ASTORIA  59,  PATTERSON  35(f),  RALPH 
TALBOT  12(f),  NILSON  212. •* 

(3)  4-inoht  CANHERRA  3(f). 


Thus  the  Allied  cruisers  and  destroyers  fired  at  the  Japanese 
cruisers  a total  of  471  shells,  and  made,  aocording  to  Japanese  reports, 
a total  of  about  ten  hits.***  (CH08AI  four,  KINUGASA  two,  YUBARI  three, 
TKBHTTJ  one).  This  gave  a percentage  of  hits  of  approximately  two  and 
ons-isuu.  per  unit, 

(c)  While  there  is  no  direct  evidence  that,  the  Japanese  cruisers 
in  this  notion  had  done  any  recant  night  firing,  it  is  assumed  that 
they  had.  The  Japanese  prided  theauslvos  in  their  night  fighting 
ability  «nd  they  were  continuously  training  to  improve  their  proficiency* 


~TZ£i'  In  'Action  raHIBTTJJTWJYrTSW  >11,“  TilOT.TEjcuSF' 

9th,  1942,  Bureau  of  Ships,  Navy  Department,  Bar  Damage  Report  §29t 
Mav8hip*  29(374),  June  12th,  1945,  Plates  II,  TV,  snd  V,  also  Report  of 
Executive  Officer,  CANBERRA  August  12th,  1942  to  CTF  44  (CTG  62.6)  con- 
cerning Loss  of  CANBERRA  also  Action  Report  CHICAGO  concerning  Action 
Against  Kneaty  Poroes  August  9thr  1942,  Guadalc_ival-Tulagi  Area,  Serial 
009,  August  15th,  1942, 

**  This  study  of  *The  Battls  of  Save  Island". 

***  CRUDIV  6 Detailed  Battle  Report  #6,  Solomons  Naval  Action,  August  7th- 
lOth,  1942,  CIG  Document  86927,  page  70,  also  Action  Reports  from 
Tabular  Record*  of  Japanese  Cruisers,  WDC  Documents  160623  and  161407. 
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i'n  addition,  iom  of  these  cruisers  were  pr*  ,ont  at.  the  i’Hj.  ti  ro  of 
both  Cu*»  and  Wake  Klthougls  they  did  little  surf rc»  firing  f.n  either 
operation.  The  YTTBARI , hownror,  wna  badly  damaged  by  the  Marine  shore 
batteries  during  the  first  Weirs  operation,  December  .llth,  1941. t 

The  Allied  cruisers,  on  t.h«  other  hand,  were  not  Adequately 
trained  An  night  lighting.  The  V.lliCKNifKS  end  QUIHCY  had  out  very  rr~ 
can  sly  arrived  in  the  Pacific  from  the  Atlantic  Fleet  and  hau  aker- 
no  part  in  any  Pacific  operation.  While  in  the  Atlantic  Fleet  f >r  at 
least  fifteen  mouths,  neither  ship  had  hold  any  night  target  • ractir ® 
nor  any  night  battle  axeroises.  Th*  ASTORIA  wo  a in  the  Peril. to  Fleet 
and  had  recently  held  mo  me  night  target  practices,  it  A*  understood 
that  practically  none  of  the  shipa  assigned  to  TF  HP  had  angagov!  in  any 
night  battle  exercise  oiuoe  the  beginning  of  the  ear,  slid  that,  few  had 
fired  target  exercise?**  luas  of  the  British  ship*)  except  the  AUSTRALIA 
had  done  target  firing  uor«  recently  than  May  and  no  ship  had  done  a 
night  target  firing  within  eight  xonths,** 

Lassos t 

(tannery  effectiveness  In  war  atoms  not  only  from  frequent  battle 
experience  with  Its  resulting  improved  fire  discipline  but  also  from 
intensive  training  in  day  and  night  gunnery  exercises  in  the  combat 
areas  aa  well  as  in  thiv  rear  areas.  It  is  only  by  such  continuous 
training  that  units  nan  be  k-pt  ready  for  battle.  Type  commanders, 
task  force  and  ^roup  commanders,  and  ccmiinaridisig  officers  are  responsible 
for  insuring  that  their  ocaasexnds  are  trained  ae  necessary  to  maintain 
this  combat  efficiency, 

taring  peace tier,  gunnery  training  is  accomplished  by  rigid 
schedule*.  During  the  early  months  of  war,  the  initial  tendency  of  all 

ftasMstan^e  ^ & tn  r\  *"«* w***  OH  ‘£J***:  v*<wwj  *w  am-fr  ^raa*a  t 4 »•  4 « «•  v*  m>  m at  vws  £'4Xi(i  ^0  il  S Cae 

that  fitting  the  er-wy  will  k»ep  training  standards  up  to  requireu 
level*;  thereafter.  This  is  a faulty  concept,  since  men  and  material 
will  be  different,  and  since  the  proportion  of  tires  in  actual  combat 
vi tii  the  enemy  will  probably  be  extremely  small.  Consequently,  gun- 
nery trail* Aug  as  wall  as  all  training,  must  be  intensified  in  wartime. 
This  intensification  can  be  moat  effectively  implemented  by  moving 
training  areas  and  services  ss  close  to  the  oowoat  area  as  possible, 
and  by  utilising  all  cos-tie,  entry  and  cruising  occasion*  for  training 
purposes. 


• * * 


* Keport  oF  Admiral  Arthur  J.  Hep  cum,  USR(RetT  to  C o was  n *1  e r - "in  - CK  IcTf  0.3. 
Pacific  Fleet,  May  13th,  1943  on  Informal  Inquiry  into  Circumstances  At- 
tending tho  Loss  of  VIBC£3itnL3,  etc.,  on  August  9th,  1942,  para,  102. 

**  ifc'ltish  Battle  3ursiry  #21,  1944,  Haval  Operations  at  the  Landings  in  the 
Southern  Solomons , August  ?th-10th,  1942,  px&e  27,  note  5. 
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19.  The  failure  of  Allied  oonraand  at  the  Settle  of  Se.ro  Island  was 

most  Marked.  It  may  seem  astonishing,  but  it  ia  ceverthelese  a 1‘aot 
that  the  group  ooaaaandera  end  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Allied 
ships  who  war*  probably  aa  proficient  as  aost  of  their  oonteoporariao 
in  the  O.S.  leva,  aerrloe  at  the  time , who  > *&  wet  all  of  the  es- 
sential peacetime  teats,  onoe  they  had  been  oaug'it  by  surprise,  almost 
entirely  thereafter  made  incorrect  decisions.  Except  for  the  Con" 
mending  Officer,  PATTERSON' s initial  att«*pts  by  TBS  Toioe  radio  at 
0146  smd  0147jr  to  report  the  enemy  ocusing  ioto  the  harbor,  and  the 
Commanding  Officer,  RA1JPH  TALBOT'S  repos  t at  about  0216,  also  by  TB3 
voice  radio,  that  she  was  being  fired  on  by  friendly  ships,  no  group 
erri^sander  or  o&anmnding  offioer  during  the  battle,  made  any  reports 
aonoe ruing  the  eneey  to  the  Offioer-ia- Tactical  Command  or  to  anyone 
pise  in  authority.  Except  for  the  Commanding  Officers,  QUINCY  and 
AS  TORI#  and  for  the  'nitial  actions  of  the  Coen*  tiding  Offioer,  VIS- 
CKBYSS,  each  ocmirnc  ; offioer  acted  independently.  The  group  com- 
manders, mo  were  els  oceunarding  officers,  generally  operated  only 
ae  mm  in  ill  mi.  offioere.  The  destroyer  commanding  officers,  generally 

operated  individually  and  without  reference  to  one  another  or  to  the 
cruiser  groups  to  which  they  were  attached*  Both  group  ocamunders  as 
r^*li  as  all  commanding  officers  .appeared  to  forget  their  objective  - 
the  defense  of  the  transports  and  cargo  ships  at  Tuiagi-Ouada) canal* 
Mo  attempt,  with  the  possible  exception  of  the  FATTKKSOK,  was  wade  to 
trail  the  J^tenese  cruisers  durir?  the  action,  and  few  reports  appear 
to  have  bean  m»d m to  the  high  ouamand  onoe  the  action  was  over.  In- 
stead, CT7  62  smd  CT.1  62.6  had  to  rec;ue.  in  format  ion  which,  when  it 
asms,  was  usually  very  incomplete  indeed. 

LISSOM > 
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II,  there  arose  within  the  levy  a growing  appreciation  of  the  need  for 
a considerable  iwproveweut  In  professional  Judgment  in  command.  It 
became  more  and  More  understood  that  cor#  attention  should  bo  given  to 
the  employment  of  the  brain  in  war)  that  too  much  attention  had  been 
given  in  peacetime  to  purely  technical  and  administrative  matters  end 
too  little  to  the  broaa  study  of  oonmend.  Xt  was  realised  were  ard  more 
that  naval  offioere  should  be  trained  to  think  clearly  and  correctly, 
and  to  aot  coolly?  that  the  finest  weapons  and  most  able  personnel 
were  valueless  if  they  were  not  properly  employed. 


The  Battle  of  Savo  Island,  as  well  as  the  battles  of  the  Coral  Sj* 
and  Midway  vhioh  preceded  it,  plainly  shewed,  particularly  to  those 
who  had  to  make  decisions  in  ths  face  of  a fieros  and  resolute  en«wsy, 
that  a oooeeender's  moral  capacity  to  oostsand  and  his  mental  ability  to 
solve  military  problems  receive  their  satbw»  tests  during  the  swift 
moving  action  of  a tactical  engagement,  i&etfc#>c  in  tte*  air  or  os  the 
eea.  It  also  showed  that  during  this  tie*©  bdimswee  of  the  vital  issues 
whioli  hang  an  his  decisions,  the  commands  fe  view  of  his  persomtx 
responsibility,  must  employ  his  utmost  wMinwrsmgim-of  mental  power* 

mesmmmmr 
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How  can  the  Nnvy  beat  prepare  her  prospective  commanders  for 
command?  The  answer  presents  itself  (a)  by  instilling  in  them  as 
early  as  p ssible  the  fundamentals  of  warfare  which  in  turn  requires 
a knowledge  of  history  by  land*  sea  and  air;  (b)  by  providing  them 
with  ths  maximum  mental  training  in  the  art  and  science  of  war;  (c) 
by  giving  them  the  opportunity  for  study  and  reflection,  and  for  the 
exchange  of  views  within  and  among  the  several  echelons  of  commands 
(d)  and  finally  by  providing  them  with  the  maximum  practical  training 
in  fleet  and  task  group  maneuvers  r.s  well  as  in  maneuvers  of  lssser 
scope. 


There  should  be,  in  addition  to  the  above  training,  a ruthless 
and  impartial  elimination  of  those  idiom  such  maneuvers  and  mental 
training  show  to  be  lacking  in  initiative  or  to  be  lacking  in  the 
ability  to  make  prompt  and  sound  decisions  under  the  pressure  of  fast 
moving  events. 

How  can  a prospective  commander  best  prepare  himself  for  command? 
Marshal  Fooh  answers  this  as  follows*  "One  s not  bora  with  learning. 
Bveryone  of  us  must  make  for  himself  Ms  faith,  his  connections,  his 
knowledge  of  things.  Here  again  the  result  will  not  be  produoed  by  a 
sudden  reve'ation  of  light  coming  in  a flash  or  by  an  instantaneous 
development  of  our  faculties.  We  shall  only  reach  it  by  a continuous 
effort  of  penetration,  absorption,  assimilation,  by  a repeated  and 
detailed  labor,"* 

There  is  no  substitute  in  war  for  the  brain  tempered  by  exper- 
ience 1 


* • * 

20,  The  Commander  Expeditionary  Foroe,  CTF  61,  retired  from  the  ob- 

jective area  with  the  Air  Support  Group,  TG  61.1  before  his  covering 
operation  had  been  completed,.  By  so  doing,  he  left  the  Amphibious 
Force  without  any  sir  cover.  This  caused  the  Commander  Amphibious 
Foroe,  CTF  62,  to  retire  TF  62  before  the  transports  and  cargo  ships 
oould  be  more  than  partially  unloaded.  This,  in  turn,  left  the  First 
Marine  Division  alone  in  the  Tulagi-Guadalcanal  Area  exposed  to  Japan- 
ese attacks  by  air,  sea  and  land  without  air  cover  or  naval  surface 
support.  It  also  left  this  division  without  adequate  supplies,  either 
of  food  or  ammunition,  without  any  long  range  warning  or  fire  control 
radar  sets,  without  the  motor  transport  repair  section  or  its  equip- 
ment which  oaused  the  immobilisation  of  oertair  vehicles  an  1 without 
any  hoavy  construction  equipment.  All  of  this  iquipment  re  ained  in 
the  holds  of  the  transports  and  cargo  ships. 


* "The  Principles  of  'Wh:  by  Hars^mX  Pe F<fi nancT Focb , ?rencK  Artsy,  Chap'teF’YT 
Publ  shed  by  Chapman  and  Hall,  London,  1921. 
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Tha  function  of  a carrier  covering  f ^roe  which  is  providing  oloss 
air  support  as  well  as  general  oovaring  duties  during  an  amphibious 
operation  is  to  gain  and  maintain  local  oomaand  of  tha  objective  area 
ana  to  give  air  support  and  air  protection  to  the  amphibious  forces, 
both  ship  and  shore  based.  Such  a oovaring  force  should  be  of  suf- 
ficient strength  and  of  sufficient  logistic  capacity  to  remain  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  objective  area  until  the  officer  commanding  the  land- 
ing forces  has  assured  tha  responsibility  for  the  defense  of  the  ob- 
ject i *e  area. 


• « a 

21.  During  this  action,  the  damage  oontrol  measures  adopted  by  all 

ships  were  generally  ineffective  for  immediate  results.  This  state  of 
affairs  was  due  to  numerous  factors  among  which  the  following  appear 
the  most  importanti  (a)  contact  inexperience;  (b)  excess  paint  on  ships' 
bulkheads  causing  fires  which  were  not  oontrollable  under  existing 
means  of  damage  oontrol;  (o)  the  initial  lack  of  certain  facilities 
such  as  fog  nozslea  and  other  mechanical  aids;*  (d)  the  destruction  of 
some  facilities,  initially  available,  such  as  fire  mains  and  fire  main 
riders;*  (e)  the  fact  that  certain  other  faollities,  such  aa  fire  and 
bilge  pumps,  were  inoperable  due  to  a lack  of  power;*  (f)  the  premature 
abandonment  of  certain  ships  and  of  certain  stations  such  as  engine- 
rooms;  (g)  tha  failure  of  responsible  subordinates  to  make  preliminary 
and  continued  Investigations,  and  to  make  evaluated  reports  to  the  oom- 
aondinf  officer  concerning  the  extent  of  damage  sustained  as  well  as 
concerning  the  progress  of  oorreotive  measures  taken;  (h)  and  finally, 
the  failure  of  certain  damage  oontrol  units  to  continue  vigorous  ef- 
forts in  their  own  areas  to  combat  adequately  flooding  and  fire  even 
though  inter ship  oowwuniaariona  had  failed. 

8uoa  failures  not  only  assisted  in  preventing  the  adequate  fight- 
ing of  the  various  Allied  chips  but,  in  addition,  oauaed  them  to  be 
presented  to  the  enemy  as  brilliant  targets  with  an  ever  decreasing 
combat  ab  lity  factor* 

LSSSONt 

Damage  Control  ia  the  responsibility  of  all  hands.  Upon  its  ef- 
fectiveness depends  the  ship’s  ability  to  maintain  its  maximum  offen- 
sive power  against  the  anamy.  Although  chips  are  designed  with  in- 
herent resistance  features  such  as  proper  displacement,  proper  distri- 
bution of  liquids,  watertight  in^eg  ity,  and  optimum  operation  condi- 
tions coupled  with  rigid  watertight  integrity  discipline,  it  often 


* Toss  "i5Tc€Tc~yrHCBK«Ea  ; qUMOT.  X«  WRIA,  KTOT  oTSSvT TSOSO?  ’iEgS? 
9th,  1942,  ihireau  of  Ships,  Navy  Department,  War  Damage  Report  ^29, 
MsvShips  29(574),  June  12th,  1945* 


happen*  that  the  above  Inherent  resiatwic©  features  will  be  found  in-  \ 

adequate.  Instead -the  survival  of  the  ship  will  depend  on  the  applies-  ( 

lion  of  prompt  and  correct  control  measures  after  derange, 

War  experience  her  shown  that  inexperienced,  untrained,  personnel  j 

are  prone  to  attach  exaggerated  importance  to  flooding  following  an  , 

explosion  and  to  become  unduly  alarmed;  to  give  undue  weight  to  fires 
which  oan  often  be  quickly  brought  under  control;  to  be  unduly  con- 
cerned by  a heavy  list  and  tc  thereby  beoome  fearful  of  the  danger  of 
cap a It log,  which  danger  often  does  not,  at  the  moment,  exist;  and  to 
abandon  ship  before  it  i a necessary  to  do  so.  7?a r experience  has  also 
shown  that  in  many  cases  ships  which  appeared  to  have  been  damaged  be- 
yond saving  were  often  saved  because  the  personnel  had  been  well  trained  ( 

and  put  forth  the  same  determined  efforts  towards  saving  the  damaged 
ship  that  they  exerted  in  fighting  her. 

Commanding  Officers  therefore  should  maintain  the  most  effective 
damage  control  organisations  possible,  and  should  so  train  their  per- 
sonnel in  damage  oontrol  principles  and  methods  that  they  will  auto-  I 

ua*"!cally  act  oorrectly  in  accordance  with  such  principles  and  cathode*  f 


22.  The  ccoeaunioations  system  in  3&VKSPAU  Area  was  so  operated  as  to 

enable  the  direct  flew  of  information  from  S0RB8PAC  aircraft  and  from 
SGPAC  aircraft  in  flight  to  COUHORRSPAG  Area  via  the  Headquarters, 

Horth  Eastern  Area  at  Townsville  and  via  tbs  Headquarters,  Allied  Air 
Forces  at  Brisbane.  The  TP  63  Canon  Frequency  (Ret  "C")  was  employed 
to  obtain  prompt  reports  from  SGPAC  aircraft  in  flight,  but  as  employed 
in  the  North  Kestern  Area,  it  did  not  serve.  In  practice,  to  provide  a 
direct  flow  of  information  from  S0PX52PAC  airoraft  to  the  Of finer- in- 
Twotioal  C>iaui<autu  in  the  SurAC  Area.  Such  a communication  immiment 
would  have  been  proper  had  the  strategio  responsibility  for  the  opera- 
tions in  the  Ho  Ioanns  1 in  with  Coamander  Southwest  Pacific  Area  with 
the  support  and  ooeperation  of  Caaeundcr  South  Pacif  ic  Area.  Actually, 
the  responsible  end  supporting  roles  were  assigned  in  the  reverse  o’-iier. 
Communications  from  3GRSSPAC  airoraft  readied  the  Of ficer-in-Tactial 
Comaand  in  SGPAC  via  the  chain  of  ocanand  in  the  3GRBSPAC  Area  rather 
then  by  a a «pls  functional  organisation*  designed  for  the  operation. 

In  four  spsuific  instances  (two  on  August  7th,  end  twa  on  August  8th) 
contact  reports  from  airoraft  in  the  Uorth  Bnstern  Area,  80m9PAO  ***** 
passed  from  the  plane  to  the  base;  theme  over  the  R.A.A.F.  ocoLeunioa-* 
tlone  circuit  through  two  or  three  command  c cetera  to  Brisbane;  thence 
over  the  U3K-KAK  oirouit  to  CARS8HRA  where  they  were  broadcast  to  the 


ftii  is  an  organisation  wKereln  all  echa-loa*  of  "oamSinT  are  on  HKe  ‘SaSm 
oirouit  so  that,  for  example,  when  a oontaot  is  made  or  an  order  givsu, 
all  hands  down  to  the  lowest  eohelon  hear  it  at  the  same  time. 


SttSSSPAC  naval  forces  ovar  the  2RL3LS  Schedule  i th«io»  to  Pearl 
Hi  rbor  where  they  were  re-broado«*t  to  the  Reflect  naval  forces  0x2 
the  HC*T  POX  Schedule*  Th»s*  four  instances  sorva  to  illustrate  a 
pattern.  The  average  tine  from  contact  until  receipt  of  the  informa- 
tion in  the  SuPAC  Area  was  ten  hours  ard  eight  Minutes. 

LBsaatt 

9m  neoassity  for  the  Kaintesxanoe  of  reliable,  rapid.  r>i  secure 
oomsamloatlona  is  vital  and  cannot  be  over-oophasized',  Ccmenrflng 
officer*  should  realise  that  no  sore  i^crtant  duty  exists  than  that 
of  obtaining  and  delivering  to  the  Officer- in-lhutioal  Ccasaand  tJ»r\y 
info  nuat  ion  cf  the  snowy  forces.  Therefore  earaualoations  must  be  so 
organised  as  to  insure  that  vital  infonaatiaa,  positive  or  negative, 
such  as  contact  reports,  gets  through  with  the  winiwusa  possible  delay. 

Although  control  of  a;— wuniaatlons  ordinarily  foil  ears  the  chain 
of  ccawaand.  situations  my  arias  where  better  ocnsn l cations,  more  ef- 
ficient use  of  personnel,  equipsunt  and  available  frequencies,  will 
result  frost  functional  organisation.  Typical  examples  of  functional 
onassmications  organizations  are  the  Pi  set  broadcast  schedules  and  the 
ootascn  frequencies  generally  used  in  amphibious  operations.  Another 
example  wight  well  be  the  contact  report  frequencies  for  search  and 
reoonnais samoa  planes. 

When  higher  efficiency  will  result,  functional  oooeemioations 
organisations  should  always  be  alloyed. 

* * * 

On  several  occasions  during  this  action,  certain  of  the  Allied 
Ship?  fsilsd  tO  f f th  thO  wnw'B1  ♦ 

vhat  they  fired  at  one  another.  Vo  table  a this  group  were  the  tHIC&50 
and  fATTBPSOH  which  at  05  ! 6 opvaod  fire  on  one  another  but,  fortunately 
oeaead  firing  before  damage  had  been  dune,  and  the  ELLS?  which  at  0710 
in  'broad  daylight  ocsnwnoed  firing  at  the  damaged  and  abandoned  CAH- 
EERKA  which  she  mistook  for  an  cca^r  cruiser. 

On  another  occasion,  the  VUGOROnsS  at  0210  incorrectly  identified 
the  Japanese  heavy  cruiser  PJRUTAKA  and  the  Japanese  light  cruiser 
YUB1RI  as  two  friendly  destroyers  a*  a consequence  of  which  the  VIH- 
Clio  received  heavy  damage. 

LgaSCM'. 

The  need  for  prompt  and  accurate  recognition  and  identification 
of  Allied  and  enaay  surface  craft  under  conditions  of  oowbat  is  of 
unquestioned  importance*  This  is  so  not  only  because  of  the  necessity 
for  hitting  the  enemy  first,  but  also  because  the  ootaeatsdera  decisions 
way  b*  seriously  Influenced  by  ouoh  prosit  and  accurate  recognition. 
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visual  recognition  and  identification  will  elwaye  be  impor-  1 

tent  even  whan  paralleled  with  electronic;  daivioes.  Tho  Coameiuior- in-  [ 

Chief,  Pacific  Fleet  stated  “If  there  is  one  lesson  we  here  learned 

fro*  the  Pnoifio  War,  it  is  that  constant  training  in  visual  reaogni-  I 

tion  and  identification  for  ell  topside  station  personnel  on  hoard 
ship  end  for  all  eiroraft  personnel  is  of  vital  importance."* 

Svery  effort  should  therefore  be  node  to  train  personnel  in  recog- 
nition and  identification  eo  that  a friendly  ship  nay  not  be  taken 
under  fires  a friendly  plane  shot  down j or  an  air  or  surfeoe  ship  at- 
| t ok  be  allowed  to  $*in  an  advantageous  position  without  being  subjected 

I ’ t attaok  b^  guns  and  planus.  j 

e e a 

Si  , During  this  operation,  wore  attention  seems  to  have  been  given  to 

refueling  V 61  than  to  other  logistic  support  requirements . Fleet 

oilers  CIMiSaCH.  PUTTS,  KASKASXD  and  KAI iSfBk  were  sent  to  SOPgC  j 

during  Julyi  chartered  tankers  with  about  225,000  barrels  of  fuel  were  J 

to  arrive  et  Bournes  on  July  22nd  and  August  2nd. 

^ So  provisions  were  made  for  reaming  the  ships  at  eea  although  « 

<n»e  A3  was  available.  So  replacement  eiroraft,  and  in  particular  no  j 

fighter  aircraft,  were  provided.  This  leak  of  replacement  aircr.ft 
whether  due  to  a shortage  in  the  Pacific  area  or  to  a lack  of  apprecia- 
tion of  the  problem  was  a major  factor  in  the  prenature  retirement  of 
CTF  61  with  TO  61.1. 

At  this  stage  of  th«  war,  while  the  technique  of  refueling  at  sea 
was  well  developed,  and  hud  been  employed  in  this  operation  in  fueling 
> both  TP  62  and  TO  61.1  an  route  to  the  objective  area,  the  full  capa- 

bilities of  mobile  lociiviie  mmoort  were  not  dv  .'■lopv'i  «er  as  yst 
fully  recognised.  Owing  to  the  relatively  primitive  logistics  organisa- 
tion, the  Off iosr-ln-ThotloQ  — ComssiH  i id  was  forced  to  do  his  own  long  and 
short-range  logistical  plannings  he  had  neither  the  experience  nor  tho 
staff  to  da  this  effectively.  Therefore,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the 
, support  furnished  in  this  operation  was  intermittent  and  poorly  organ- 

ised eowpared  with  the  oonti»M*&s,  well  organised  support  in  fuel, 
ammunition,  provisions,  general  stores,  replacement  aircraft  and  crews, 
etc.,  which  permitted  the  sustained  fleet  operations  of  1944-45. 

jJBBgflgh 

9heu  combat  operations  ere  being  conducted  in  an  area  remote  from 
shore-based  logistio  support,  the  effectiveness  of  the  various  com- 
mands earn  be  vastly  increased  by  the  utilisation  of  mobile  logistio 
support.  Suoh  support  is  usually  provided  by  positioning  the  necessary 
service  ships  - fleet  oilers,  ssnusiticn,  provision  end  stores  stipe 


* Recognition  Instructor ' • Manual,  Part  f,  Bavpers  l504Si7"S*o«*b*r  IS4<», 
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and  transport  carrier*  - in  an  area  reasonably  saf®  but  in  olo»® 
proximity  to  the  combatant  foroes  to  be  supplied.  The  foroe  provid- 
ing this  support  should  be  under  the  command  of  the  Of fioer-in- Tactical 
Command,  and  its  requirements  shoi  id  be  planned  concurrently  with  those 
of  the  interested  commands. 

Experience  during  World  War  II  lias  shown  that  only  by  utilising 
this  meant  for  furnishing  logistic  support  can  the  maximum  effective- 
ness for  sustained  fighting  bs  retained  by  the  Fleet. 

26.  Throughout  this  battle  and.  as  a matter  of  fact,  throughout  World 

War  II,  combatant  ships,  not  ly  oruisers  and  destroyers,  were  employed 
as  separate  units  often  entirely  apart  from  their  task  organisations. 
This  was  par «ioul*rXy  true  i i amphibious  operations  and  in  carrier 
operations.  In  this  battle  for  example  the  VINCENNES  Group  was  com- 
posed of  the  VXMCSXNBS  from  CRUDIV  FOUR,  and  the  QUINCY  and  ASTORIA, 
from  CRUDIV  SIX*  TO  61.1.2  ( TF  16)  of  the  Air  Supoort  Force  was  composed 
in  part  of  the  NORTH  CAROL  DU  from  SATDIV  SIX,  the  PORTLAND  from  CRUDIV 
POOR,  and  the  ATLANTA  from  CRUDIV  ELEVEN.  Fire  Support  Group  Love  was 
composed,  in  part,  of  the  HULL  end  DBNEY  from  DSSDIV  OKS,  the  ELLE? 
from  DKSDIV  TWELVE,  and  the  WILSON  from  DESDIV  FIFTEEN.  This  broke 
down  the  chain  of  oosesand  within  the  squadrons  and  divisions.  Such  a 
condition  will  probably  obtain  iu  a future  war  (a)  because  of  the  de- 
scends of  modern  navel  warfare  with  the  heavy  battle  damage  incident 
thereto  (b)  because  of  the  rapid  changes  in  design  of  ships  and,  (o) 
because  of  the  vastness  of  the  sea  areas  wherein  modern  sea  power 
operates. 

LESSON > 


all  ships  should  be  ho  ire-uiou  as 


resuny  pernu.i.  uiou' 
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shifted  from  one  organisation  to  another  without  unacceptable  lo.is  of 
efficiency.  However,  whenever  the  military  situation  permits,  the 
existing  tAsk  organisation  should  be  maintained,  and  the  designated 
tactical  commanders  should  be  employed  in  order  to  Mint  in  the  chain 
of  ooanand,  a*  well  es  to  insure  that  well  indoctrinated  tactical 
groups  are  available  against  the  enemy.  This  is  particularly  applic- 
able when  night  operations  are  anticipated. 


26.  Throughout  the  time  of  the  Battle  of  Sevo  Island  - 0132  to  0232 

August  9th  - the  TBS  voice  radio  had  been  employed  by  many  ships  with- 
in Iron  Bottom  Sound,  making  it  diffiouit  for  the  Cosmsanders  on  many 
occasions  either  to  transmit  or  to  reoeivs. 


C CHINCH  oomnenteds  ' Regarding  the  failure  of  the  TBS  report 
(PATTKRSON's  contact  with  the  enemy)  to  get  through*  o omenta  indioat « 
that  there  is  a tsadenoy  to  usa  such  a convenient  and  rapid  means  of 
communication  for  routine  matters  instead  of  reserving  it  for  emer- 
gency. While  it  is  being  used  for  routine  matters  it  cannot  be  used 
for  emergency  and,  apparently,  the  loud  speaker  on  the  bridge  distracts 
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people's  attention  from  oti^r  natters  so  that  on  oooaeiou  it  nay  b« 
nor*  of  • hi  irano*  than  • help."* 

The  Ccnmmdlag  Officer  SUCHAXAH  at  th#  Buttle  of  Save  Inland 
stated  In  1960,  after  reading  this  War  Collage  Analysis!  ’’Being  a 
factual  study  of  th*  Battle,  th*  panic,  desperation  and  utter  eonfu- 
sion  indict  led  by  the  voluminous  traffic  on  th*  TBS  la  Missed  in  this 
dcounon  >«  Perhaps  it  is  juat  as  veil,  for  none  of  it  van  oreditablej 
but  it  easily  illustrated  th*  vmprepareduees  and  confusion  which 
existed, "** 

LSSSOBi 

Th*  senior  flag  or  ocaamndlng  offioar  on  a taotioel  voice  radio 
olrouit  is  th*  officer  controlling  the  circuit*  If  the  voice  radio 
discipline  la  poor  (a)  it  nay  so  overload  the  olrouit  a a to  reader 
the  taotioal  voice  radio  nor*  or  las*  useless  thus  slowing  or  even 
stopping  ooununleation#  (b)  it  nay  cause  confusion  (e)  it  any  inter- 
fere seriously  with  vital  taotioal  operations  (d)  it  nay  oupply  th* 
enemy  with  ispor^utt  military  data  (a)  it  nay  provide  the  soneqr  with 
opportunities  " " deception  (f)  and  finally,  it  reflects  adversely 
upon  th*  coamander  who  la  n sponsible  for  its  control* 


'*  ’ixparT inos~/n? o rnaS Too  TSuT Sol aaotTTa lanZs  Tr^Tens-" 

gast  1942  Headquarters  CinC,  U,3»  Fleet,  pages  11-20* 

Latter  April  17th,  I960  from  Captain  Bmlph  X*  Wilson,  OSS,  to  Goamodore 
R„  W.  Bates,  USl(Ret) , Heed  of  Peparvent  of  Analysis,  TJ.S.  Kunal  Whr 
College* 


oswawm* 
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COM HAT  APPRAISAL 
of  tho 

JAPAIKSS  CHDIRBS  PCBCR  COaiAMW® 
Vio*  Adk^  rml  0032 CHI  MHUXA 


CHAPTER  TOLiy 


cm^kr  afpratjal  of  the  japahs* 

COMMAWPgR  CRUISES  FORCE 
VJCS  AlMilRAL  GU1IICHI  HfflUt 


Vice  Adairal  Mi ka\*  was  an  toti quick  thinking,  ecs^jetent  commander 
of  naval  forces  ao  long  ««  his  emotion*  war#  essentially  astwinistrative 
and  where  th:s  poaeiMlity  of  losing  hia  naval  forces  by  air  attack  was  wors 
or  l«a»  remote,  He  thought  clearly,  and  had  considerable  initiative.,  Hia 
derision  to  repel  the  Allied  a'  acking  force*  lareedi&tely  by  tha  swyloyment 
of  both  air  and  naval  power  worn  correct.  Eia  decision  to  attack  the  Allied 
amphibious  forces  at  Tnlagi-Gueduloanal  at  night,  employing  hia  availabla 
cruiser*  and  deatroyers,  was  also  correct.  His  concept  embraced  boldneaa 
tampered  with  considerable  dicoretion. 

Hia  tactioal  handling  of  hia  oruiaer  force  up  to  tha  time  cf  hia  en- 
trance into  Iron  Bottom  Sound  was  excellent.  He  had  successfully  formed 
up  his  cruisers  and  hie  lene  destroyer  into  a faat.  powerful  striking  force. 
He  had  succeeded  in  moving  thia  command  to  Ravo  Island  without  damage  and 
in  ao  doing,  he  had  ao  deceived  the  Allies  aa  to  hia  probable  operations 
aa  to  completely  surprise  theta.  He  thoroughly  understood  the  value  of  oor- 
~eot  intelligence  and  made  every  effort  by  the  employment  of  land-based 
aeerch  planes  aa  wall  aa  through  reports  from  hie  l*nd=b£sed  attack  planes 
to  ascertain  the  true  composition  and  location  of  the  Allied  forces  at 
Tuiagi. -Guadalcanal.  He  oorreotly  employed  hia  oruiaer°*baaed  planes  in  the 
early  evening  of  August  8th  to  give  him  the  latest  information  concerning 
Allied  forces,  and,  based  or.  the  Information  gives  by  these  planes, 
he  decided  to  carry  out  hia  attack.  He  also  correctly  employed  hi#  cruleer- 
besod  planes  at  the  monrnt  of  attack  to  provide  flare#  for  illuminating  and 
silhouetting  enemy  force®  and  to  contact  scout  Allied  screening  forces. 

However,  once  he  had  succeeded  in  reaching  Save  Island,  he  no  longer 
acted  with  that  Intel ligenco.,  understanding  and  courage  which  hia  previous 
operations  had  forecast,.  For  he  completely  ignored  the  objective  which  he 
had  assigned  hia  command.  Instead  of  heading  coemd  c,>v'**r  fulagi  or  Guad~ 
aloanal  or  both,  to  destroy  the  Allied  shipping  there,  he  engaged  the  Allied 
screening  forces  in  battle,  Although  he  succeeded  in  ao  seriously  dss-ging 
the  principal  units  of  these  screening  forces  as  to  cause  thee  to  sink  or 
be  sunk  iator,  he  did  not  assure  himself  that  they  had  been  annihilated. 
Finally  he  retired,  while  his  ships  wsr#  in  excellent  combat  condition  hav- 
ing suffered  little  damage,  without  having  made  any  effort  to  disrupt  the 
Allied  operations  at  either  Tuiagi  or  Guadalcanal.  Content  with  a tactical 
suocesa  ha  failed  to  exploit  th ' strategical  situation  by  destroying  the 
transports  and  cargo  ships. 

He  had  such  apprehension  of  oarrier-basod  air  pcwwr  as  to  allow  it  to 
seriously  affect  hi*  judgment.  This  apprehension  was  principally  responsible 
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for  his  decision  to  retire  and  it  my  have  been  responsible  for  hi  deoi- 
• ion  to  attack  the  #0"*»niug  fores*  in  lieu  of  the  transports  and  cargo 
ship*.  He  did  no t «»«w  able  to  evaluate  properly  the  possible  loaa  of  hi* 
•hlpa  In  aGoawp* ishing  hi*  objective  against  the  adverse  effect  which  the 
failure  to  disrupt  the  Allied  operation*  eight  have  on  the  Japanese  strate- 
gical plans.,  He  was  scr#  of  a teotioi^n  that  a strategist,  and,  in  his 

ths  possible  loss  of  hte  warships  seemed  too  high  a price  to  pay  to 
accomplish  the  destruction  of  acre  oerohant,  shipping.  When  this  conception 
is  compared  with  that,  of  the  Cowaander  in  Chief,  Combined  Fleet,  t;ie  re- 
duced caliber  of  Connander  Cruis  er  Force  becomes  wanted  Indeed, 

Fran  the  above,  it  is  apparent  that  there  ware  swriou*  frailties  in 
Vice  Adairal  111' raws' s military  character,  Whereas  ha  was  probably  success- 
ful as  a surface  ship  orwusnder,  ha  was  lacking  in  that  resolute  spirit 
ever  found  in  cosnandei s cf  the  first  rank.  In  addition,  he  does  not  appear 
to  have  beeu  a deep  nilltary  thinker,  nor  docs  he  appear  to  have  had  a 
proper  appreciation  o'*  the  relation  between  strategy  axel  taotios  and  of  tha 
neoessity  for  insuring  that  his  t-otioal  successes  contributed  fully  to  the 
aim  of  strategy.  Had  he  had  this  appreciation,  is  there  any  doubt  that  he 
would  have  attacked  the  transports  and  cargo  ships  ss  his  phyaioal  objsotivst 

Ac  with  Vies  Actairvl  Takagi  at  the  Coral  Sea,  and  Vice  ft&Rlral  Naguao 
at  Midway,  this  failure  in  coswaand  of  Vice  Admiral  Mikawa  augured  well  for 
future  Allied  success. 
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•***  Apw  For##  Vis#  idalnl  Visfeio 

(A)  Ort«r  firaM  Scat#  Fora*  Vis#  iMnl  SQUatlA,  Malle 

(1)  ftypart  For*#  law  AAftirtl  00T0.  Aritttao 

(a)  Orafilv  A 

AO&A.  KAXD,  XXaOSAtA. 

rvamxA 

C*)  CMKAI  Via#  lAtirml  Mtm,  Ooaicbl 

(*)  SmotV  hra#  bar  Attairal  lAm/TMMk.  Mltwlaar# 

(a)  Cmalawr  DArUlaa  IS  Hear  Attain!  KAHOYANA,  ntenhani 

^mwra,  yobau 

(I)  IbalBnyar  ftrsf 

(1)  AmMt  SS 

Om.  A8AXAXX,  itfcWU,  TWAfll 

(2)  »o*r..w  m 

AftWOKI.  OTUAY.  TATnr.  ^H'WTWflTT 
(«)  basnariitw 
(a)  MKw  T 

*Kt»,  *>»34,  1-1*1,  1-12 Z.  1-1*3 
(i»)  tattm  8 

I-1F3,  RW,  X-U,  I-1T1,  I-1Y4,  I-1T® 

(i)  FifTsh  Air  Aitaek  For##  K#*ur  Attaint!  YAMA9A,  lt%aall 

(a)  Wma  Air 

At  3^»  Sw«  Figlrtar# 
t £a»4-9AA#d  B»#onaai^««saa#  ~P1  am#* 

0")  Qmefud  Air 

16  Pi  >Wj 

16  Oas’rlaff^Yfp#  Anwbtit# 

(o)  barlfe  Air  Orwap 

5S  YFF  *-3fw  Inti  Attack  Flaua## 

(d)  121  mb#  Air  <*o«p 

IT  ^#-Oar#  itUal:  Fleaae 


(•)  Tnlmlwm  Air  Aroi^ 

9 lypo-ln)  Btfilaaw  ai  Itela^l  (wait  oat  7 Jtafpat) 
(f)  typ*>»7  Larff*  Fiji**  Bm«i  *a  *mhaal 
(f)  Ftartaortk  Air  ftrotf  (AateoMi  « I 
S kur|*  njriBj  Bmt« 

(r)  FI  rat  %*«ltd  Dwty  Qait 

iinram 

(h)  band  %mUI  Itatjr  bait 
MMMHXttKA  MUD 

(i)  flMart  SnrfiM  Craft 

Anna  (a) 

(j)  Air  Bun  OgactrnatiM  lKttailoaa 
lOt*.  KB**  (VMim)) 

l«th  ■»>  (Ana) 

11th  KB*a  (hahlawal ) 

18th  SCB'f.  (OMMaml) 

19th  KB  (Mot  Paanga) 
l*th  KB  (Kavinic) 
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orqoizatiow  cr  scans  pacipic  roses  at 
tag  TIMS  or  THg 
BATTLE  Of  SAVO  ISLA.KD 


South  Puoifio  force 


Vice  Admiral  Owmlay,  Robert 


(A'*  T F 61  Expeditionary  Feme 

(l)  TO  61.1  Air  Support  Force 

(a)  TO  61.1.1  (?m) 

(1)  Carrier  Group 
SARATOGA  (FF) 

34  F4P,  36  8BD,  18  TBD 

(2)  Cruierr  Group 


Vice  Adsairal  Fletcher,  Frank  J 

Rear  Achiral  Royer,  Leigh 

Vice  AAairal  Pletoher,  Fren.Hr.  J 
Captain  Eawaay,  DeWitt  C. 

Captain  Lowry,  Frank  J. 


MDBTKA-^OLIS , HER  ORLKASS 

(3)  Destroyer  Group  Captain  Braver,  Seauel  B. 

PH8LF8(P),  FAKRAOOT,  (CfiHDKSKCW  l) 

KURD3S,  MACDOBCWGS,  DADS 


(b)  TO  11.1.2  (TF16) 

(1)  Carrier  Group 
EWTK8FSISK  (V) 

56  P4F,  56  S0D,  14  YBD 

(2)  Battleship  Group 
HOSTS  CAROL ISA 

(S)  CiTiiSwS"  Grvup 

POKBUKD(F),  ATLAS TA 
(4)  Destroyer  Group 

HALCH(F),  MAUKY,  CWI* 
BRffiCW.  GRATSt* 


Rear  Acscir&l  Ktnoaid,  Thoaew  C 
Captain  Daria,  Arthur  C. 


Captain  Port,  Georg®  H. 
Rear  Admiral  Tisdale,  M.B. 

Captain  Sauer,  Edward  P. 

(COdTSSIKSS  8) 


(o)  TO  61.1.3  (1018) 

(1)  Carrier  Group 
*5UD'  (P) 

29  F4P,  30  SIC,  9 TBP 

(2)  Cruieer  Group 

sasi  nuKcisco, 

SALT  LAO  CITY 


Roar  A'faiiral  Sot#*,  Leigh 
Captain  Shenaan,  Forrest  P. 


Captain  MaKorris,  Ooarle*  H, 


(3)  Deetroyer  Group  Captain  Tobin,  Robert  0. 

LAJJ0<F),  8TKRBETT,  (CCHDE8R0SI  12) 

AAB C*  HARD.  STACK,  LAPPET. 

FABEKBCIT 
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(2)  TG  61.2  (Vf6Z)  Amphibious  P oroc  Raar  Admiral  Ttaraar,  Riohaond  K» 


(«)  TO  62,1  Transport  Group  CAT  Captain  tier,  Jjamtmo*  F. 

(1)  TRW3DIY  AFFIHN  (62.1.1)  Captain  Thaias,  F*ul  fl, 
FOIXKK(P),  MDUCrS  LBGIOH, 

BELLA  TR IX 

(2)  TRAJSOIV  BAXBS  (62.1.2)  Captain  MoFsatara.  Charlia  P. 
mcca3WJ5Y(fp)  , hisasst?, 

m OitfflK  P,  ELLIOTT.  LI  ISA 

(5)  TRifSDIy  CAS?  (62.1.5)  Captain  Raifsr'iar,  Lamrsnos  P. 
mWfKR  LIGGRTT(P),  ALOHIBA 

POBttLEAtJT,  BSTKLGSUSK 

(6)  TRABWil?  DOG  (82.1.4)  Captain  ^lland,  Ingolf  S. 
CHB8CRST  Clff(P), 

pHsanmr  sins,  PKRsiD®r? 

ADAMS,  ALHEs. 

(b)  TO  62*2  Transport  Group  TOSS  Captain  Aaha.  Qaorga  B» 

(1)  TaiOKill?  EAST  («*%?. 1)  Captain  Asha.  Oacrga  B, 
HSVILIJ:(F),  ISKILIf,  KjSWjOD. 

FFBSIDKffT  JA0K30K 

(2)  TRAK3DIV  mSLYS  (62.2.2)  Ccmandsr  Hadiay,  Hugh  W. 

lxttlk(f),  colhouh, 

UCSEAB,  OESOOET 


(o) 


TO  62.5  Fir*  Support  Group  LOTS 
(1)  Crulaar  Group 

vm;KKffls(F),  Quiacr, 


ASTORIA 

(2)  Daetroyar  Group 

1 ITT  f nyWPV  M T fff 

UUMUf  MWtiJI*  p MftaUMftf 


WTt  firtl? 


Captain  Rsifkohl,  Fradariok  L. 


(d)  TO  62.4  Firs  Support  Group  MIKE  Roar  Admiral  Soott.  Merman 

(1)  Cruiaar  Group  Captain  Mahsr,  Jama  B. 

SAB  JUAK(F) 

(2)  Oaatroyar  Group 
Mra83E»  BOTHA* AM 


(a)  TO  62.C  MinaaiWvapsr  Group 

HCP!CI*8{F),  SHXVBF.  UM. 
30CTHAHD,  HOVSY 

(f)  TO  62.6  Sorssning  Group 

(1)  Cruiaar  Group 
AUSTRALIA(F),  CAWBERRA, 
HOBART,  CHICAGO 

(2)  Daetroyar  Group 

selfridqe(f) , 

DBSDIY  V 

KBKLEY(F).  BUIE.  ISSUf, 
EAGLET 

*»  JJ7S  •* 


Coamandar  Hartt,  William  H,,  Jr. 


Raar  Admiral  Crutohlay,  FAC  (KB) 
Raar  Admiral  Crutobley,  VAC  (Mi) 


Captain  Flynn,  Cornaliua  V. 
(CCMBESROF  4) 

Commondsr  Austin,  Laonard  B. 


QgWggMia^ 


) 


i 

I 


SBSMV  9 


Ccneaadtr  Mlwr.  Prank  J. 


i^rassice{p),  siura  xalbct 

wmm>  umiB 

(e)  78  fiS.7  Air  Support  Control  Group 

Pifhtar  Dlreator  Croup  In  CBXCAOO 
Air  Support  Dimeter  flroup  in  HofUSKX! 

Air  Support  Dirootor  Group  (StnnCby)  in  SPIES 
Qumo  tUroster  Croupe  (kntrolluS  Fijhtoro  and 
Mv»  Seaborn  fron  78  «1.1  whan  the;  worn  error 
tho  Tor  pot  Aron* 

(h)  10  SS.9  Undine  Feroo  (Pirut  Boris*  Dirioion) 


I 


I 

I 


> 


AFWKPIX  HI 

jMUgtna[  OP  SqJOTPBT  PACIFIC  PCfeC.ES 
1KICB  ASaigqg?  8CTAC  OPSRITIOBS  If 

iS8  mg  or  ran 
MTHJt  or  SATO  HBAMD 


(A)  HIM  Air  7orees  Southwest  Ptolfie  Area  - T.t.  Qua.  (USA) 

t wMfi  Georg*  C. 

(1)  lortSiMst  Area  Oo—nd  « Air  Ceanodore  (KAAF)  Umu,  W.F. 
ifMi  Btetertesw*  Ormp  (40  »-!?••)* 
mil  Turtmlt  Orm*  (40  T-4»«s) 

IMM  Bwtntl  SMtaMlMOMt  SqAalrw  (8ltf)  (6  VaAmam) 
Tftk  A Til*  Filter  SnpwUtroas  (KAAF) 
trd  Boater  teaut  Group 
tte  hterteat  tevp 

(?)  SlBiiriM  Womm  mnnsi  milio  - mmt  iwru  Lmawi, 

Charles  A* 


f 


(X)  17  4*  (kiterlM  Tore*)  - Captain  Christie.  Mph  V, 
8-8*  end  9-44 


APPWDDL  IV 


Suaaury  of  Japanese  Dsnc-ge 
August  7th  Alroraft  loiwji 

(1)  Shot  domi  S lend  attack  planes,  2 Mirritr  bonber * , 

7 lartfo  flying  boats,  2 filters. 

9 seaplane  filters. 

(2)  Missing  i 4 carrier  bmbtn. 

Total i 27  planes* 

August  9th  Aircraft  loti  >*_ 

(1)  Shot  down;  17  land  attack  plume  „ 1 figiter* 

(2)  Missings  1 filter,  1 ship-based  observation 

plans* 

Total i 20  planes* 


An(U«rt  9th  S hwty  orulaara  - CHQKAI  »A0BA,SII1KJflA&A  - slightly  dsuaged* 
2 light  cruisers  - TtTRAHI , TJWEW  - slightly  danaged* 


Aircraft  louses 


(1)  Shot  dowi  2 land  attack  pianos* 

(2)  Crashed  on  lan ding i 1 roeonaaissanoo  plane* 


Trt&li  5 planes* 

August  10th  1 hoary  cruiser  - KAK0  sunk* 

Air  oraft  loose* 

(1)  Shot  deoni  2 land  attack  planes* 
Total i 2 plane** 
***** 


Total  ship  losses  *»  1 heavy  cruiser. 
Total  plane  losses  - 52  pianos** 


* jQimi  T Japan***  aircraft  aare  re^r^o^'  *iaHng  sawrgatoy  landings, 

generous  other  alroraft  nere  reported  as  being  dsnagsd* 

jaftnitnu—se— >a  a*— 


AFPSWDH  V 


flwaary  of  Allied  D«amg*» 

August  7th  1 Destroyor  - MUGPOKD  daaaged. 

Airgruft  \otwt 

(1)  Missing  in  Aotioai  10  fighters.  i diva  bctibtr. 

( 2 ) Crushed  on  landing*  5 fighter*,  1 diva  botsber, 

.1  heavy  boatbar  (Anoy). 

Total t 18  planet 

Au^vut  8th  1 Destroyer  - JARVIS  daaaged. 

1 Transport  - GBORCE  P.  SLLIOTT  dnrsaged. 

Alroraft  ioaasa 

(l)  Crashed  «ns*  landing i 1 filter,  2 patrol  plazas. 

Total*  S planes. 

August  9th  4 i»#evy  Cruisers  - VIKCKaWKS,  QU1MCT,  ASTORU, 

CAYKSBA  - aunts:. 

1 r»aatrojrar  - jakvib  » soak. 

llrwaft  loaaaa 

Mona 

August  loti  So  loaaaa* 

•ease 

Total  Ship  Loaaaa  t 4 heavy  oruleeret  1 destroyer* 
Total  Plena  Loaaaa t 21  planes.9 


9 Zha  above  atatesMent  of  loaaaa  iaoludes  only  those  is  tha  30PAC  Area  and 
does  cot  inelMde  those  in  tha  80B&3PAC  Area* 


